Is Metro’s drinking water safe?

by ANNE MARGARET
HINES

In the past few weeks a petition has been
cireulating around Metro urging the Fe-
deral Department of Health and Welfare
to approve a Safe Water Act. The origina-
tor of this petition is Pollution Probe, a
10 year old organization operating out of
Ecology House (12 Madison Ave.) which
is dedicated to the conservation and pres-
ervation of our environment. The act
. which they are advocating is one which
would put government restrictions on the
levels and types of chemicals which are
found in our drinking water.

At present enforceable government
guidelines extend only to the amount of
wastes which industries can dump into
the air and waterways. There are no legal
standards which determine how much of
these chemicals can pass through into our
tap water without presenting a danger to
public health. The theory is that, while
no one wants to breath the air or.drink
the water directly outside an industrial

plant, once these wastes are dispersed
over a large area they reach the public in
such small quantities that no danger to
health is incurred.

It is the practical validity of this theory
that concerns Pollution Probe. Researcher
Joanna Kidd explains, “It’s true that once
the water gets to our taps there are only
minute amounts of chemicals left in it:
But the average person consumes about
two litres of water a day. Over 20 or 30
years those tiny amounts could build up
in your system and present a sizeable
health threat.”

Pollution Probe acknowledges that so
far scientists and doctors can only specu-
late about the actual effect of this kind of
chemical buildup and have no proof that
it does indeed pose a problem for the fu-
ture. They feel, however, that what evi-
dence is available is cause for concern.
“It’s a totally new problem” says Kidd,
“so obviously we can’t have been compil-
ing data on it for years. Steps should be
taken to ensure that our drinking water is
as safe as possible. Who wants to take the

responsibility of finding out in 20 years
that the water we’re consuming now was
dangerous?”’

Without this data, though, the govern-
ment is reluctant to act. Kate Davies of
the Community Health Protection Bureau
points out, “There are informal govern-
ment guidelines protecting. our drinking
water already, although they aren’t legal-
ly enforceable. I do think that the Metro
Works Department respects them.”
Davies says that a new study of the water
in the Toronto area that should be com-
pleted by the end of 1983 will clearly
determine the levels of pollutants in our
tap water. But this report is not likely to
project the long term effects of consum-
ing these levels of chemicals. “We can’t
predict what will happen 10 years from
now” she says.

Paul Emery, director of Public Water
Supply for Metro concurs: “There just
isn’t any proof that our drinking water
isn’t safe. Pollution Probe is just stirring
up public attention over a sensitive issue
to draw attention to other concerns.”

|

Emery adds that the changes Pollution
Probe proposes to better protect our
water are not financially feasible. _

The cost of converting our 50 year-old
chlorine processing system into one of
the more modern methods presently in
use in Europe is likely to be from $20 to
$40 million. “There’s no justificiation for
that kind of expenditure” says Emery.
But Ward Seven Alderman Joanne Camp-
bell is quick to side with Pollution Probe.
“The City Council is talking about $140
million for a domed stadium. Maybe we
should have a another look at our prior-
itjes 2

No one can determine at this point
whether or not the water we are drinking
in Toronto is safe or not. Some things are
clear, however: more of those Metro resi-
dents who can afford it are turning to
bottled water rather than run a risk; more
citizens groups like Pollution Probe are
urging the government to take a better
look at possible dangers and solutions;
and some- Metro residents are no longer
taking the quality of our drinking water
for granted.
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by SALLY CHATFIELD

Columnist Paul Rimstead once
said that the Forsythia Festival
was “one of the most enjoyable
but absolutely worst organized
events in the city.” The 1lth
Annual Forsythia Festival held
on May 1 was no exception.

Featured events at the Forsy-
thia Festival were the Bicycle
and Wagon Decoration Contest
and the Mutt Show. The Kite
Flying Contest was a new event
this year. Unfortunately, there
was almost no wind. The winner,
Sarah Easterbrook, was the only
person to get a kite airborne for
longer than 30 seconds. Margaret
Scrivener is usually on hand for
the ceremonial planting of a
Forsythia bush, but poor organi-
zation (and a Conservative party
meeting) triumphed again. Our
MPP was too late.

Mistress of Ceremonies for the
afternoon’s events was Briget the
clown, assisted by the Cabbage-
town clowns. As children rode in
endless circles on gaily decorated
bikes, Briget’s judges awarded
Megan Connolly top prize for
her pink chiffon and Christmas
tinsel. However, tradition held
and everyone won something.

Murielle Reardon donated
prizes and was chief judge for
the Mutt Show. Contestants won
in the categories of best dressed
dog, dog-owner look alike and
smallest dog, etc. The prize for
best trick went to a dog that
played Frisbee.

Tony Brady (alias Briget the
clown) started the Festival 11
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And the winner is. . . Megan Connolly in the bicycle decoration

contest with Briget and friend. Photo by David Reed.

years ago so that Cabbagetown
would have a spring flower festi-
val like other major cities (such
as Tokyo and its Cherry Blos-
soms). In earlier years he bought
Forsythia plants by the thou-
sands and sold them around the
neighbourhood at bargain base-
ment prices. Many of the unsold
plants ended up in his own
garden and in the gardens of his
Wellesley Street neighbours.

Thanks to Tony, Wellesloy

Street and Wellesley Park are a
blaze of gold in May.

I’ve lived in Cabbagetown for
three years and had never been
to the Forsythia Festival or even
noticed the forsythia before this
year. This year I got hooked!
I’m going to plant some forsy-
thia of my own and convince
my neighbours to do the same.
Maybe in 10 years they will be
talking about the Forsythia Fest-
ival in Tokyo.

ot e
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efficient

by ROBERT KEIR

Imagine heating your home with
the energy equivalent of two
toasters. ““It can be done™ claims
Ed English of Howland House,
the Ministry of Municipal Affairs
and Housing’s home demonstra-
tion centre for energy conser-
vation.

Since the opening of Howland
House in Nov. 1982 almost
8,000 people have inspected the
nineteenth century semi-detach-
ed house at 16 Howland Rd.

This winter, Howland House
spent only $92 on heating, With-
out the energy-saving techniques
now in place, English said heat-
ing would have cost about
$2,000.

English admits that the centre
is an exception. It displays over
$20,000 worth of energy saving
devices, from elementary weath-
er stripping to a gas furnace so
efficient that it has only a plastic
pipe for a chimney.

People should, however, look
at the house as a ‘“‘supermarket
of ideas” on energy conserva-
tion, says English. They should

rcome and take away those ideas

which are most helpful to their
own situation and budget.
English advises that the place
to start with is weather strip-
ping and caulking. Howland
House uses V-shaped stripping
around the doors and plastic
sheeting that can be form-
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fitted to a window with a hot

hair dryer. Both are cheap and
effective. |

S

$800 air exchange unit can both
heat and keep fresh the complet-
ely sealed house. Unlike most
houses, very little heat escapes
through the roof, basement,
doors or windows. By recirculat-
ing heated air through a vent at
the top of the house, the system
only -uses the energy equivalent
of those two toasters.

If you need help, Howland
House will’ provide the know-
how. Several step-by-step pam-
phlets are available and an en-
thusiastic staff will explain the
finer points.

Perhaps your house doesn’t
look like Howland House and
you’re wondering how these
energy-efficient techniques can
be best adapted to your needs.
This is where David Tovey of
Project ECCO steps in. ECCO
(Energy Conservation Commun-
ity Outreach) is a City of
Toronto project with funding
from the Ministry of Energy.
The ECCO staff will actually go
to your home and get you start-
ed. >

“It’s called a house-warming
party’’ says Tovey. “You invite
some friends over, we bring
along some free materials and
everyone learns first hand how
to do things. Most people are
amazed how easy it is.”

Although ECCO presently ser-
vices the Riverdale area, Tovey
hopes that extra funding will
soon allow them to expand
across the entire city.

In Riverdale the ECCO staff
have advised 1,600 homeowners
and tenants. “We’ve managed to

Contd. on p.4
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PROFESSIONAL
DIRECTORY

Y onge-Wellesley
Chiropractic Clinic

Frank Amodeo D.C.
Mary Hassard D.C. D.T.

40 Wellesley St. E. (403)
(at subway)

1922-7688
1922-8817

RITZ RESTAURANT

243 CARLTON ST., Tel: 927-7525

Long renowned for its fine Chinese cuisine,
exceptional service and .pleasant atmosphere,
}—,g the Ritz proudly offers elegant dining at afford-

able rates in their newly refurbished facilities.
}Sg“_ Your next evening out or luncheon date is an

assured success when you partake of the Ritz
E] revival’s arrival t 1.1 1 L1 PP n bttt
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¥ HOWIBE
NETTLESHIP'S | %2 | HARDWARE LTD.
Window Glass *Namin Moore & Prompt Delivery
GLAZING S KEYS CUT
576 PARLIAMENT ST.
TORONTO
921-3772

LAW OFFICE
Harris & Jones

422 Dundas St. E.
923-9241

*family law
*criminal law
*real estate law

\ N

"DECO

Antiqued
bronze-plated or
black lacquered

back-lit lamps
$726-00 ®45.00

S

-

.
| -F'GI:eze

535 PARLIAMENT ST.
921-1316

142 BALDWIN STREET
- 5911311

You Are Invited

To Attend

A COMMUNITY HEALTH FAIR
MAY 26th — MAY 28th

AT GERRARD SQUARE (1000 Gerrard St. E.)

Films Pamphlets Posters Displays Demonstrations

ALL FREE

Organized by the Eastern Health Area
Department of Public Health
For more information please call 469-0885

YOUR COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES

JOANNE CAMPBELL Toronto City Hall .
Alderman, Ward 7 Tel: 947-7914

Toronto City Hall
Tel: 947-7916

DAVID REVILLE
Alderman, Ward 7

FRAN ENDICOTT~ Board of Education

Trustee, Ward 7 Tel: 598-4931
PAM McCONNELL Board of Education
Trustee, Ward 7 Tel: 598-4931
JIM RENWICK, M.P.P. Queen’s Park Office
(NDP) Riverdale Tel: 965-5928

Constituency Office
1204 Gerrard St. East
Tel: 461-0223

Ottawa Office

Tel: (613) 992-2922 .
Constituency Office
678 Pape Avenue
Tel: 465-1105

LYNN McDONALD, M.P.
(NDP) Broadview-Greenwood

(A dvertisement)

LA/MNPS|

WHEN THEY LOSE TIME,

~ PEOPLELOSE LIVES.

In an emergency, time is a precious commodity and every

second counts.
So when you hear the siren or see the flashing light of

a fire truck, ambulance or police car, remember that

lives may be at stake and obey the following regulations:

<& Always bring your vehicle to a stop as close as possible
to the side of the road and clear of any intersection.

<& Do not follow a responding fire department vehicle
within 150 metres (500 feet).

THE TIME THEY SAVE MAY SAVE LIVES.

Ministry of Transportation
and Communications

Ontario

James Snow, Minister
William Davis, Premier




VIEWPOINT

It runs in the
family

by LESLEY MANG

Like many Canadians, you may
feel that politics is a nasty ail-
ment that strikes hard only at
election season. You bear with
the discomforts of post-moral
drip and media congestion in the
knowledge that it will soon be
all over. To be sure, there are
large-scale public attacks of poli-
tics at other times, particularly
when our elected representatives
are trying to cover up inexcus-
able behaviour. You may wish
during these periods that a little
more honesty was shown, a little
less self-serving. But that is not
the way of politics. You may
also feel some despair about
ever understanding the roots of
this affliction. You may in fact
feel blessed that although poli-
tics exists out there and can hurt
'you, you have a safe haven in
your family.

I feel it is my duty to warn
you that far from being seasonal
or easily avoided, politics lurks
— perhaps unnamed and unrec-
ognized — in your very home.
No one is immune to this virus.
It influences the actions of you
and your loved ones in a most

“profound way. But, you say, no
one in your family exhibits signs

of an attack. No one in your
family can be accused of baffle-
gab or ridiculous posturing. You
should know that these are the
symptoms of terminal cases.
Politics exists in many forms.
And it is at home that we have
all been introduced to it.

Those of you with infants or
young children understand the
process of tyranny very well
Wave upon wave of demand fills
each day, sometimes two or
three conflicting demands simul-
taneously — for example, get me
a glass of milk and wipe my
bum. There are rewards to be
sure. The small tyrant generally
adores his or her keepers and
generously bestows smiles and
later on amusing running com-
mentary on everything from the
fat man on the bus to the worm
on the sidewalk. Rewards are
forthcoming, however, only if
this small ruler’s subjects toe the
line. Mercifully, just as the be-
leaguered slaves are planning a
revolution, the tyrant begins to
doubt his or her absolute power.
This event usually comes about
when one small autocrat meets
another. The battle will very
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An unusual view looking south down the Bayview extension below the Bloor Street viaduct. Drawing

by Jim Houston.

likely rage over who gets to play
with what. If you are lucky your
slave driver will go down to de-
feat in the first round. In a situ-
ation like this, there is absolute-
ly nothing more comforting than
a parent. From this slender
power base, you begin to rebuild
your shattered sense of control
over your life. Your child will
suffer further defeats and will
need your protection and solace.

In time, the balance of power

will be yours. If you are not
lucky or not clever, your child
may become stuck at the tyrant
stage and be a misery to every-
one including him or herself.
You will have a difficult polit-
ical situation to deal with.

As a parent, you learn to man-
age your small child so that he
or she remains happy, while
doing what you want. Diplo-
macy and manipulation are the
chief means to attaining your
ends. Soon vyour child will
understand these techniques and
use them on you. Now how
many successful politicians can
you name who are not both
diplomatic and manipulative?

The middle years of childhood
bring the rite and the right of
the elite group of friends. And
your child will always be the
one who is not in it. You will
have to lie quite creatively as
you explain that elite groups
aren’t all that important. It’s
more important to be nice to
people (the way your child is)
than mean and snobbish. The
upshot will be that your child
will fearn to hide his or her true
feelings. This innocent, honest

being will begin to dissimulate,
to pretend that what is true is
not true — a fine pclitical skill.
The danger is that the child will
begin to pretend that things are
always o.k. and be unable to
admit when they really are not.
Those of you with teenagers
are living with the true conser-
vatives in our society. The
younger ones wouldn’t be

~caught dead. looking . diffc

from their peers. Someone mig t
laugh — best to be safe. The
older ones not only insist on
wearing second-hand clothing,
but they also are determined to
do it in as individual a manner as
possible. Never mind that they
want to ban the bomb. That,
too, is a genuinely conservative
position. After all, what could
be more traditional than wanting
to live long enough to leave
home.

Whether they know it or not,

your teenagers are exhibiting
caution, conservation of re-
sources, and individualism — the
traits we find in our politicians.

-You have probably noticed
that the politics of your teen-
agers are considerably more tol-
erable than the politics of more
junior members in the family.
Indeed, this shows that you have
been doing a good job. The final

| step in_their development, will
‘happen when they exhibit the

same sense of justice and toler-
ance that you do.

Should you let your children
know that they carry politics in
their genes? An emphatic yes.
Only in understanding our
nature as polticial beings on an

- individual level can we hope to

understand political behaviour in
the public sense. And our under-
standing on both levels is of vital
importance to our happy survi-
val as a species.

Chung Kwong Cheung gives a lesson in Chinese calligraphy at the
Riverdale Library. Photo by Doron Rescheff.

LETTERS

Blaming the victim? _

Howard Huggett’s article A Hos-
tel is Not A Home (May 6)
made some interesting points re-
garding hostels and the current
housing shortage. However, the
author appears to have mis-
understood some of the links be-
tween skid row and the larger
socio-economic system. As with
many other commentators on
skid row institutions, Huggett
falls into the trap of blaming the
victim for his situation.

This is most apparent when he
writes of the need to “make a
real effort at rehabilitation of
the men.”

On skid row rehabilitation is a
synonym for exploitation ' and
stigmatization. The focus of
change needs to be outward to-
ward a system that denies equal
opportunity to individuals of
different social classes, not in-
ward toward the victims of in-
equality. It is the socio-econ-
omic system that requires rehab-
ilitation, not its victims.

Jim Ward

Brandy 1 — Dogs 0

(May 6).

Bravo! to K. L. Brandy for the
dog-gone great article on dogs,
Facing Up To a D1rty Job

We need more people telling
dog owners “‘like it is” and using
my wife’s favourite comparison:
“l don’t take my children to
defecate on your lawn, drive-
way or sidewalk, please don’t
bring your dog to mine!”’

G. Harris

Does something in Seven
News please you or get you
miffed? Don’t just grumble

to your friends! Fire off
some lines of purple prose
to us. We want to hear from
our readers.
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AD SALES

Get involved with the
Seven News
and earn commissions for
only a few hours work.
INTERESTED in part timework?

Experience not necessary.
Call Bill Lane
921-2548
or
947-9525
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Phone

FOR PERSONAL QUALITY SERVICE

DEL-RAY CLEANERS

& LAUNDERERS
“1 HOUR CLEANING™

OFFICE & PLANT — 586 PARLIAMENT ST

ALL CLEANING DONE ON THE PREMISES

925-7393
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United Way
fills service
gaps

from the UNITED WAY

Eighteen year-old Leroy Willi-
ams needs to find a job but
- can’t. He has to quit high school
to find a full-time job or his fam-
ily will be evicted from their
apartment. Disillusioned and
confused, he doesn’t know any-
one who will give him a “break”
and a word of friendly advice.
There are not enough youth
employment service centres in
the community to help all the
Leroys. The United Way of
Greater Toronto  recognizes
there are still big gaps in help-
ing young people find employ-
ment.

Mrs. Da Costa wants to learn
English but can’t. She spends
most of her day raising her pre-
school children and works even-
ings cleaning business offices to
help pay the bills. Trapped in
her struggle to adapt to her new
life here, she’s lonely and frus-
trated. There are not enough ser-
vice agencies in the community
to help all the Mrs. Da Costas.
The United Way of Greater
Toronto recognizes there are still
big gaps in helping immigrants
| adjust to their new home.

These are only two examples
of the many unmet needs in our
community. David Lewis, chair-
man of the United Way board,
has announced that about
+$230,000 will be set aside for
admission of new agencies. This
will give community groups the
opportunity to apply to the
United Way for partial funding.

For further information on
on how to apply for new admis-
sions call the United Way at
979-2001, extension 287. The
deadline for applications is late
June.

A Toronto landmark — the Flat-
iron building. Photo by Doron
Rescheff.

Howland House from p.1

prevent a lot of people from
making mistakes and helped

- them save money” says Tovey.

But he acknowledges that the re-
sponse from lower income
groups could be better. While
most people can expect to pay
up to $150 for weather stripping
and caulking, Tovey points out
that this investment soon pays
for itself through reduced heat-
ing bills and more comfort. He
also stresses that income adjust-
ed home improvement programs
are available.

ECCO serves the entire neigh-
bourhood and their free ex-
pertise is available in three langu-

School kids must be immunized

from THE DEPARTMENT

OF PUBLIC HEALTH

All schoolchildren under the age
of 18 must be immunized
against mumps, measles, rubella
(German measles), tetanus, diph-
theria and polio, according to a
provincial law passed last sum-
mer. To implement this law, the
Toronto Department of Public
Health began their immunization
program on kindergarten and
new school entrants last fall, and
has now begun the ‘“second
phase” of their inoculation pro-
gram by focusing on students in
grades two to eight across the
city. This includes both public
and private schools.

Parents are encouraged to take
their children to their family
doctor or pediatrician for their
shots, and forward the records
to the school nurse attached to
their child’s school. If parents
prefer, the school nurse will
provide the immunization. Par-
ents should contact the nurse for
further information.

Students may be exempt from
immunization for medical or
religious reasons. However, with-
out such exemptions, students
may be excluded from the
school system at the request of
the Medical Officer of Health for
non-compliance with the law.

B

For the two years 1980-81,
543 cases of these diseases were
reported in Toronto. Measles
had the highest incidence with
371 cases reported for the same
period. In 1980, over 11,000
cases of the six diseases were re-
ported in Ontario, a rate 15
times that of the United States
where compulsory immunization
has already been introduced. All
of these diseases can cause seri-
ous complications, and are easily
preventable with immunization.

A choking incident in a down-
town restaurant has prompted
the City of Toronto, Depart-
ment of Public Health to offer
courses in cardio-pulmonary re-
suscitation to restaurant em-
ployees.

The first such course was held
recently at Crispins, 64 Gerrard
Street East.

It was conducted by Norma
Cohen, of the Western Health
Area, the Department’s expert
on the life saving technique.

Impetus for the course began
when a woman patron of the
restaurant choked on a piece of
food. A waitress tried to dis-
lodge the food, then a bartender
got in the act, then another pa-

tron was finally successful in
making her vomit. An ambu-
lance was called and she re-
covered safely.

“We were lucky that incident
had a happy ending” said a
restaurant spokesperson.. “But
we wanted to make sure that if
anything like that happened
again we’d all be aware of what
to do.”

Instruction is given free and
any restaurant operator may
apply to the City of Toronto,
Department of Public Health to
have such a course given in his
or her establishment, providing
at least four employees will
attend.

The first' rule in a choking
situation is to designate someone
to call the 911 emergency num-
ber. Then the Heimlich mano-
uevre is tried. If that does not
dislodge the food particle, the
person-may lapse into unconsci-
ousness. =

External cardiac compression
and mouth-to-mouth resuscit-
ation are needed until the ambu-
lance arrives.

Since the course was first
offered four years ago, 1,087
City Hall employees and out-
siders have learned how to save
a life. Already, several students
have actually put their know-
ledge into practice.

ages: English, Greek and Chinese.

“We’re here to help everyone |
out, no matter what stage
they’re at” says Tovey. “We in-
tend to be a service they can
continue to rely on.”

You can tour Howland House
from 12 noon to 5 p.m. Wednes-
days and Fridays, 12 noon to 9
p.m. Thursdays and 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. Saturdays and Sundays.
Howland House is closed Mon-
days and Tuesdays. Telephone:

461-7577.

Seven Type

For all your typesetting needs!

Have some typesetting that
needs to be done? Why not
try Seven Type! We're fast,
efficient, and best of all,
very competitive.

Call 921-2548. Try us!

AlIR o

Group Excursions: ;
Las Vegas, New York, Atlantic City
(commissioned agents welcome)

MIRA TRAVEL

209 Wellesley E. Toronto 924-5560

BUS e RAIL
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in the café ...

" ® delicious sandwiches
hot & cold

® home made soups

& DELICATESSEN

open 8:30-6:00 (closed Sun.)
518 PARLIAMENT ST. 925-5023

Jrom thedeli ...

® imported coffee

® home made salads

® pastries, cheese,
crackers

A Seven News thankyou

| Seven News would like to thank the follow
for their donations to our fundraising drive:

Kate Stevens

Norman McKinney

Jane Davidson-Reville

Ceta Ramkhalawansiagh
Lorna R. Procter

M.L. Snetsinger

Katherine & Terence Helmer
Mr. Celedonio & M. Gloria, Jr.

Joanne Campbell & Gordon Cressy

Lilyan Wiley
Martha MacDonald
Joseph S. Dank
Susan Seaby

D. & S. Clanfield
Margaret A. Stokes

Frank MclIntyre & Noreen Dunphy

Dr. Sharon Baltman

Patricia O’Connor

Michael Lewis & Wendy Hughes
David Kidd

Frances W. Eastman

Beverley Burge School of Cooking
Martin Mittelstaedt

Charles Hilder

Beth Savan & Tony Easty
Patrick C. O’Rourke
Anne-Marie Greenaway

Dr. Tyrone Turner

Andrew Keith

Those people who have not yet contributed but
would like to can send their cheques to Seven News,

249 Sherbourne S

Ethel & Gus Proulx

Mrs. E. Wilson & Miss M. McGowan

K.D. Popert

Dorothy Holly

G. Bradley Lennon
Brian & Shelia Harrod

Dan Burns & Anne Smythe
Judith A. & R. Alan Broadbent

Patricia V. Schulz

Douglas B. Stewart
Ethel Taylor
Janet E. Pugsley

David Dickey & Linda Sevier

Elizabeth M. Gordon
Andrew Stanley
Rev. V.L. Goring
Norman N. Feltes
Robert Keir

Laura C. Johnston
Howard Huggett
Carolyn Barber

Garth & Maureen Holloway

J. Joseph D’Abranio
James Campbell
Gwen Davenport
Constance Ross

(Recent contributors may not be on this list.)

t. M5A 2R9.
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Contact School — Wendy Peebles
Dr. Alvin & Laura E. Evans

Brian Brown & Anna Barron Schou
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Wolf Erlichman
Catherine Rekai
Margaret MacMillan
Gilbert J. Budway
Jane Craig :
Paul & Jean Wright
Stephen Smith
Anita Shilton Martin
Roberta Ramm
M.W. Blanchard
Irene L. Rowe
Edward T. Silva
Gladys M. Hall

John Argue

June Rowlands
Manuel Pacheco
Jennifer Welsh
Marion L. Kirkwood
Phyllis R. Tretter

Marie Therese

Brian Rogers

John & Aleta O’Dea
Jos McDonough

B. Beardsley

Mabel A. Flinn
Jane N.S. Allan
Francis Ogden
Everett Drake
Bernard E. Morris
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POLITICAL
FILE
School
report a
jargon
jungle

by FRAN ENDICOTT
Ward Seven Trustee

On April 14, 1983, the Toronto
Board of Education approved its
response to the Ministry of Edu-
cation’s draft report entitled
Ontario Schools: Intermediate
and Senior (OSIS). The OSIS
Report is a document outlining
program- and diploma require-
ments for grades 7 to 12, to be-
gin in the 1984 school year.
This report is in the draft stages
only and has attracted many
responses from individual school
boards, principals, vice-princi-
pals, teacher federations and de-
partment heads. Their concerns
centre around the particular

course requirements and the dif-
ficulty certain school popula-
tions have in completing the
courses in order to meet stan-
dards for university or commu-
nity college entrance.

Ward Seven Trustee Pam Mec-
Connell and myself are members
of a board study group to ex-
amine the impact of OSIS on
our secondary schools. Any of
you who have tried to find your
way around this document real-
ize, how confusing and contra-
dictory it is. I have some serious
reservations about the Ministry’s
capacity to deliver on the prom-
ises made in the document, given
the lack of provision of either
additional funds to the school
boards or clear directives for
accountability on the part of the
private and public sectors of the
economy.

Much of the document is de-
voted to the expansion of the
general level courses which are
defined as those leading directly
from school to employment, or
to employment via the commun-
ity colleges. I have two major
concerns with this. First, there is
absolutely no guarantee that our
students will be hired. In talks
with Ministry officials it has be-
come clear that the Ministry of
Education does not see as part

of its mandate the necessity to
get a firm commitment from
business, industry and labour
that our students will be given
employment.

Secondly, while the colleges
were orginally set up for stu-
dents with grade 12 dipolmas,
these students are being increas-
ingly forced to compete with
students who have acquired their
grade 13 diploma. The Ministry
has given no indication that the
colleges have agreed that the stu-
dent graduating from the general
level program will be given top
priority in admission to the col-
leges of applied arts and tech-
nology and that these programs
will be appropriate in providing
training for real job opportunit-
ies.

Another major concern is the
scant attention given to the basic
level program. The objectives for
the students in these programs
seem to be simply that they ac-
quire good personal habits! The
only specific statement is that
the courses at this level should
‘“‘also provide a good preparation
for direct entry from secondary
school into employment.” How
is not spelled out, what kind of
employment is not addressed;
one is left with the uncomfor-
table feeling that there might be

more than a modicum of truth
in a colleague’s cynical comment
‘“train the best and shoot the
rest!”

OSIS as it stands is not a docu-
ment from which one can plan
a rational secondary school
system. There are too many out-
standing questions. For example,
what exactly is the relationship
of grades seven and eight to the
high schools? While the docu-
ment ‘“does not advocate the
placement of grades seven and
eight in the secondary school”
its inclusion in OSIS clearly links
it very closely indeed. And this
places enormous pressure on a
school system to rigourously
stream kids (even more than is
presently done) in these grades.

The strong emphasis in OSIS
on compacting the timetable,
limiting options, and again, the
rigorous streaming of students in
the secondary system, makes
nonsense of the document’s
promise of equal opportunity
for all students.

Ward Seven is a microcosm of
the population served by the
Toronto Board, being multicul-
tural and with a wide range of
income. Consequently, our com-
mitment must be to an educa-
tion system which reflects the
social and economic needs of the

A wheelbarrow of daffodils
brightens up the Danforth.
Photo by Anne Wilbee.

community. A mechanical laying
on or order does not accomplish
this and OSIS as it presently
stands is a disturbing document.
I know that the Ministry has re-
ceived several submissions that
address the effect that the docu-
ment’s prescriptive rigidity will
have on the fl:xibility that a
school system must preserve if it
is to provide equal educational
opportunity for all our students.
If your would like a copy of
the Toronto Board’s response
please call or drop me a note. '~
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GROWING UP
IN WARD 7

Playing and
learning at
Bain

by NORAH McCLINTOCK

Following a survey by the Tor-
onto Board of Education to de-
termine daycare needs in the
Riverdale area, the Bain Avenue
Preschool Daycare was estab-
lished in Withrow School on
Bain Avenue in the summer of
1982. The centre, which offici-
ally opened in September of last
year, has a capacity for 20 child-
ren and currently has an enrol-
ment of about 14.

Barbara Lampert, a consultant
with the Board of Education
who was involved in setting up
the centre, says it “is excellent
in terms of staff and program.
The parents are active and re-
sponsible.” The daycare is run
by a parent executive. Parents
are encouraged to participate at
regular parent meetings which
help to ensure parent control
over all aspects of the centre and
a say in the care the children
receive.

The centre is staffed by Lydia
Van Pelt, the supervisor, who

has an Early Childhood Edu-
cation diploma and previous
daycare experience, and Kathleen
McElroy, -who is in the process
of completing her diploma. The
centre also employs a cook and
a student who comes in to help
out in the afternoons. Under
the school board’s co-operative
learning centre policy, the day-
care also receives regular visits
from four high school students
who assist in the centre a couple
of times a week (in return for
which the centre receives its
space in the school rent-free
from the board).

The centre itself is a bright,
sunny room, amply decorated
with the chiidren’s own artwork.
On the ground floor of Withrow
School, the daycare has easy
access to an outdoor play-
ground, complete with swings
and slides. Adjacent to the day-
care is the kindergarten, which
several of the older children
attend each morning, returning
to the daycare for a hot lunch
with the rest of the children,
followed by a nap.

Although there is plenty of
play, daycare is also a learning
experience. While the older
children are at kindergarten, the
little ones learn through theme
weeks about different topics and
concepts. The theme for the past
two weeks has been Growing.
The children planted bean seeds
and watched them grow; they
talked about the vegetation
growing in their own backyards;

Who, us? Two of the children in the Bain AvenureiPreschoo/ Daycare.

sang songs and read stories on
the same topic; and took nature
walks to explore the plants and

trees blossoming into ‘spring
around them.

Other theme weeks have
taught the youngsters about

family, colours, numbers, shapes
and animals.

“The children have learned a
lot from these theme weeks”
says Lydia Van Pelt “And they
teach each other as well.”” Bar-
bara Lampert points out that the

“board policies on affirmative
action and race relations are
integrated into the program.”
And, adds Van Pelt, “violence
and gun play are discouraged.”

Small excursions are adven-
tures for the children as well as
being educational. A popular
spot to visit is to nearby River-
dale farm where the children
can see and learn about the ani-
mals. During the spring break
period the children travelled by
subway (an adventure in itself
for some) to the Royal Ontario
Museum to see the dinosaur
exhibit. They have also visited
a dentist, walked down to the
local library at least once a
month, and visit the close-by
parks in the area.

The children receive two nutri-
tious snacks a day (always in-
cluding a piece of fresh fruit)
as well as a hot lunch cooked on
the premises. Special meals are
provided for children with aller-
gies. On birthdays, the birthday
child gets to choose the day’s
menu and the cook provides a
cake for the celebration.

The centre opens at 7:45 each
morning and closes at 5:45. Fees
for the daycare are $70 per week
and some subsidized spaces will
soon be available. If you need
preschool daycare for your
child, or if you know someone
who does, call Lydia Van Pelt at
463-1457.

Norah McClintock is a member

of the executive of Bain Avenue
Preschool Daycare. ks
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Agit-prop makes a comeback

Life on the
line tours
Toronto
community
centres

by SATU REPO

In the 1930s the breadlines and
closed factory gates brought a
theatrical response which tried
to dramatize the social and poli-
tical issues of the day and think
aloud about solutions. This so-
called agit-prop theatre attempt-
ed to be accessible to people
who didn’t usually go to the
theatre and was often performed
in labour halls and community
centres as well as regular the-
atres. Perhaps it’s a sign of the
deepening recession in the eight-
ies that a similar venture has
appeared on the theatre scene in
Toronto: the Steven Bush —
Allen Booth production of Life
on the Line, which played at the
Young People’s Theatre and will
be touring community centres in
Toronto from May 22 to June
20 with assistance of a $12,500

- Ontario Explorations grant. The

show will probably be presented
in Ward Seven (June 10 is a
tentative date at the Ralph
Thornton Community Centre)
but final arrangements have not
yet been made.

This show is a pilot project of
Mixed Company, a new theatri-
cal group.which includes Bush,
Booth, Simon Malbogat and
Ellie Barrington. In its “Declar-
ation of Intentions” Mixed Com-
pany states ‘““Our work will
favour content that illuminates
contemporary material realities:

A light and contemporary touch: Allen Booth, Steven Bush and Ben Cleveland-Hayes. Photo by Alex

Neumann.

economic, social, political and
historical. We will reflect the
present moment (even when
using ancient and fanciful-texis);
explore means of transformation
and seek to affect the audience
to work for positive change.”

This all sounds like pretty
solemn stuff and could well
scare away the average Toronto
theatre-goer. But Bush and Booth
have a light and contemporary
touch in this new wave musical
satire they have jointly created.

The show features Steven
Bush, a veteran actor who
through a combination of mono-
logue and dramatic movement

responds to di]erhmas of modern
living: the battle between
boredom on the job and fear of

unemployment, the tension be-.

tween the personal and political,
the hesitation between old solu-
tions which don’t work and new
ones that seem risky. He’s
accompanied by Allen Booth’s
new wave musical score perform-
ed live by Booth on electronic
keyboards and Ben Cleveland-
Hayes on drums.

While the skits vary, Bush has
wisely concentrated on what he
understands best from the in-
side, the experience of white
middle class (male) Canadians
who, perhaps for the first time,

are confronting their own vul-
nerability on the high seas of a
market economy. Here’s Bush:

No I’'m not a worker
I’'m an expert

No I'm not a worker

I run a Mac’s Milk store
I’'m not a blue collar worker
I’'m a management trainee
I’'m not a worker

I'm an artist

I'm not a worker

I’'m a professional

I'm not a worker

I've got a career

WHADDAYA MEAN I'M
FIRED?

The show’s originality is in ex-
ploring middie class angst in a
new way. Stylistically it sets a
nice tension between Bush’s
Chaplinesque performance and
Booth’s hard-edged new wave
score. The music acts like a sub-
terranean reminder that under
that endearing Canadian vul-
nerability and comic inventive-
ness there lurks a grim, chaotic’
world of feelings and anxieties.
The show’s political objective
seems to be to hammer away at
stock middle class defences: the
individualizing and psychologiz-
ing we all do when faced with
social problems. It’s not pre-
sumptious enough to offer an-
swers, but suggests that we
might begin by asking new kinds
of questions and exploring new
ways of connecting with each
other.

The trouble with agit-prop in
the thirties was that while it
added a social and political
dimension to theatre, it at the
same time eliminated what was
the strength of traditional the-
atre: a concern with human pas-
sions. Only one giant emerged
from this tradition, Bertolt

dactic never forgot that theatre
like all art is also about desire.
By weaving in elements of folk-
lore and popular culture into his
plays he kept the personal in
proper tension with the social
and political.

Life on the Line has learned a
great deal from Brecht. It has al-
so built on another of Brecht’s
strengths, a delight in formal in-
novation. However, I still found
some of the material thin and a
little preachy. It would have
been good to have that sub-
terranean beat in Booth’s music
expanded to include a broader
range of feelings. As for the skits
what about working in a little
more sexual politics?

Theatre
bargains
abound

for those
in-the-know

by ANNE-MARGARET
HINES

- With orchestra seats at the Royal

Alex running to $23 apiece
these days, it’s easy to get the
idea that live theatre has become
an entertainment for the rich.
But many theatres in town are
still offering top-notch live en-
tertainment at prices which even
the most budget-minded will
find attractive. In fact, a theatre-
goer who knows where to look
can enjoy a live show for less
than the price of a first run
movie. :

The PWYC which appears my-

steriously on many live theatre
ads means a real bargain at the
box office. Pay What You Can
performances have been popular
for years as a way of seeing
shows without paying the regu-
lar $10 and up ticket prices.
PWYC performances are usually

Tuesday or Wednesday evenings
or Sunday matinees and admis-
sion is by donation rather than a
set ticket price. Although some
theatres offering PWYC perfor-
mances now have a suggested
minimum donation of $3-$4,
they’re very happy to take what-
ever people can afford to pay.
The Toronto Free Theatre (28
Berkeley St.) and the Tarragon
(30 Bridgman Ave.) offer some
of the best theatre in the city
with fine performers like Linda
Griffiths, Fiona Ried and Douglas
Rain. Both theatires have a regu-
lar Sunday matinee which is al-
ways PWYC. These have become
very popular oyer the years,
particularly with those in the
theatre profession, so it’s best to
arrive early to ensure getting a
seat.

At Harbourfront, Theatre

Sports provides a unique and in-

expensive entertainment every
Wednesday evening. For $3 the
audience is treated to a Second
City-style of improvisational
comedy. Audience participation
is encouraged as teams of young
comedians vie for the biggest
share of the laughs. The quality
of performance varies dramati-
cally from week to week de-
pending on who’s competing,
but it’s always high energy and a
lot of fun. Also at Harbourfront,
the Equity Showcase performs

five or six times a year and ad-
mission is always free. The show-
case provides an opportunity for
professional actors and directors
to get on-the-job training and ex-
posure. Shows have ranged from
Shakespeare’s A Midsummer
Night’s Dream to the zany Time
of Our Lives. You can call the
Canadian Actor’s Equity Associ-
ation at 967-4252 for informa-
tion about this year’s line-up.
Amateur theatres also provide
some first rate entertainment for
a very reasonable price. The
Glen Morris Theatre (4 Glen
Morris St.) and the U.C. Play-
house (79A St. George St.) are
both operated by the University
of Toronto drama departments
and offer a wide variety of shows
throughout the year with ticket
prices ranging from $2-$4. Up-

town, York University (4700

Keele St.) has several profes-
sional calibre shows a year which
run between $4-$5 a seat. This
year’s major production was a
riotous version of Grease pre-
sented by York’s prestigious
theatre department. You can call
the university theatre at
66703655 for information about
what’s coming up next.

With times being as financially
strained as they are, live theatre
does offer some real bargains for
a night out that’s inexpensive
and always enjoyable.

TRAVELLING?
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—COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Saturday
-May 21

The Chester Cycle of Mystery
Plays begins May 21 at 11 a.m.
and continues throughout the
long weekend. University of
Toronto campus.

et e
Sunday
May 22

Torontonians of all ages are in-
vited to join in and jog their way
to fitness today in the City of
Toronto Department of Parks
and Recreation’s second Fun-
| Run-Walk in High Park. Parti-
cipants can run or walk in either
the five or 10 km. courses. Re-
gistration is at 9:30 a.m. and the
Fun-Run-Walk begins at 10:15
a.m. Each person will receive an
information package before the
run and a certificate when they
finish. There is no entry fee and
participants can pick up their
registration forms or obtain
more information at their local
| recreation centre. Following the
Fun-Run-Walk there will be a
picnic and family games and act-
ivities. For more information:
Brian Skinner, Keele Recreation
Centre at 766-2821.

The Ontario Spring Fair will be
a kaleidoscope of the exciting
activities and interests that make
Ontario what it is. Featured per-
formers include: Nancy White,
Ken Whiteley and the Paradise
Revue, the BopCats and the
Boinks. The site will be filled
with exhibits. Kids will play in
their own creative playground
and seniors will set up shop for
tea and coffee. There’ll be a
special zoo for the kids. There’ll
be a wide range of Ontario crafts
on display and for sale. And
while you’re investigating the
crafts, you’ll be able to treat
yourself to fine foods from 12
concessions and special booths
serving food from many cul-
tures. Bathurst Street Quay:
Harbourfront. 8:30 a.m. $2 per
person $5 for families. Sponsor-
ed by the Ontario NDP.

Monday
May 23

Fort York Festival — Historic
Fort York Garrison Road off
Fleet Street. 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Adults $3, children & seniors $2.

Ontario Place is hosting Reach
for the Rainbow day — a unique
event to provide handicapped
and non-handicapped children
with- an opportunity to reach
out to each other and share in
a fun-filled afternoon. Organized
by a group of concerned parents

and community professionals,

the aim of this special day is to
encourage awareness and under-
standing of children with dis-
abilities. To accommodate the
needs of children with handi-
caps, a number of special arrange-
ments have been made for the
day: a check-in booth for wheel-
chairs, a catheter change area,
the Rainbow restroom, special
seating at the Forum, sign lan-
guage interpreters, and volunteer
attendants to assist with parking
at the East Causeway Entrance

Baby Grand Piano: Harrison/
Kimball; fully reconditioned and
finished. Must sell. $3,500 (even-
ings) 921-7798. :

OFFICE SPACE?
| 200-1750 sq. ft. in bright re-
novated 2 storey with patio.
Secretarial services optional. On-
ly $12.50 sq. ft. all inclusive. 505
Queen St. East. 363-2612.

Senior Citizens — unfurnished 1
bedroom apt. New, over small
grocery store. Queen St. East.
Suitable for 2 senior citizens.
Non smokers, non drinkers.
Electric heating. $300 month.
466-3530. 20

" Help Wanted

Temps — Wanted for typing and_

secretarial placement. Summer
work — at your convenience!
Call Berkeley Typing & Secre-
tarial Centre. 368-2918 (0520).

20 |

EMPLOYERS — use our cost
free employment service. Wage
subsidies may be available for
40%-85% of wages. Carefully
screened workers. Call Kim Wil-
son at 925-4386, John Howard
Society, Metro.

Dressmaking — with or without
patterns. Call 465-3992. -~ 20

Typing: Fast, Accurate, Effici-
ent. Theses, mailing lists — small
business and organizations our
speciality. Rush jobs. Berkeley
Typing & Secretarial Centre.
368-2918. (0520). 20

Cheese, spice, tea, coffee etc.
Discount prices. McGee Variety
466-3530. Open 9 am. to 12
p.m. 7 days week. 20

Flute Lessons: Offered in River-
dale by Courtney Westcott, ex-
perienced teacher and professi-
onal player. Individualized pri-
vate instruction or in groups.
Beginning to advanced; reason-
able rates. Call 466-3622. 20

and seating at the Forum. Par-
ents of handicapped children
who require special seating or
those who would like additional
information should call the
Rainbow hotline: Diana Peacock
(241-2994), Cathy Pastor (231-
0859) or Sue MacDonald (251-
7425).

Wednesday
May 25 —

A Forum to let you know about
the exciting things being planned
and to encourage you to get in-
volved in celebrating Toronto’s
Sesquicentennial. Featuring a
slide show.” Queen Alexandra
School (Broadview and Dundas).
7:30 p.m.

- Thursday

May 26

Organization of Parents of Black
Children in co-operation with
Park School Parents Group and
Regent Park Education Com-
mittee are holding a meeting on
parents’ rights and responsibili-
ties. 7:30 - 9:30 p.m. at Park Pu-
blic School, 440 Shuter Street,
(Shuter & River Streets). On the
panel are Fran Endicott Trustee
Ward 7, Don Irwin, Principal,
Park Public School .and Owen
Leach, Parent Park Public School.
The purpose of this meeting is
to help parents gain a broad
understanding of their rights and
responsibilities in the public edu-
cation system. Some of the ques-
tions which could be examined
are: Do you have a right to see
your child’s entire school re-
cord? Can your child be sus-
pended from school without a
hearing? etc. For more informa-
tion: Irene Jordan 534-4059.

LASSIFIED

Wanted — Your stuff. Spring-
time means spring cleaning and
the Annual Garage Sale sponsor-
ed by the Neighbourhood Infor-
mation Post, 265 Gerrard St.
East. As you purge your home
of old books, clothes, magazines,
plants, jewelry, toys and knick-
knacks, save them for the NIP
Garage Sale.

This year’s Garage Sale will be
held Saturday, May 28 from 10
am. to 4 p.m. on the library
lawn at Gerrard and Parliament
Streets. You can drop your don-
ations off at the NIP office or
phone NIP and a volunteer will
collect your items. Those who
would like to rent a table and
sell their own articles are also
encouraged to phone NIP at
924-2543. 20

We Need Your Help! Central
Neighbourhood House commun-
ity centre,-a non-profit organi-
zation is having a fundraising
garage sale this June. In order to
make the sale a success we are
asking for donations of useable

items, new or old. So, if you’re -

cleaning those closets, and are

Friday
May 27

The Social Planning Council- of
Metropolitan Toronto is spon-
soring a Metro Toronto Social
Housing Conference today and
tomorrow at the North York
Civic Centre, 5100 Yonge Street.
New inférmation concerning the
urgent” needs for housing among
Metro residents will be present-
ed. In particular, discussions will
focus on the special needs of
mother-led families, elderly, dis-
abled, tenants, new home-buy-
ers, transients, and people in
crisis. Bob Rae, MPP, Susan
Fish, MPP and Mayor Art Egg-
leton will be addressing the con-
ference. Registration is $20 or $5
for students and unemployed.

Lunch Hour Concert at Col-
borne Lodge in High Park. 12:30
p.m. weather permitting.

Saturday
May 28

The Annual Garage Sale sponsor-
ed by the Neighbourhood Infor-
mation Post (NIP), 265 Gerrard
Street East, will be held today
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on the
library lawn at Parliament and
Gerrard Streets. Items for sale
will include clothes, household
articles, furniture, toys, plants,
books and jewellery. Donations
of cash or items are welcome
and volunteers will be available
to pick up any items contribut-
ed. Tables to rent will also be
available for those who wish to
sell their own articles. For more
information call NIP at 924-
2543.

The 519 Church Street Com-
munity Centre will be hosting
an outdoor Community Festival
today from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
There will be day long activities

which will include: folk music
performances, jazz music perfor-
mances, art displays, skits, poet-
ry readings, craft and bazaar
items for sale, food, drinks,
self ~ defence demonstrations,
childrens craft activities,
sale, fortune telling, card read-
ings, information on all the pro-
grams and users of The 519
Church Street Community
Centre and much, much more.
Cawthra Square Park (Park that
surrounds the 519 Church Street
Community Centre, just north
of Wellesley). Admission is free
for everyone.

Sunday
May 29

Simpson Ave. United Church.
115 Simpson Ave. May time
dinner and entertainment. 6:30
p.m. Baked ham, pies! Tickets
$5. Everyone welcome.
MaGill 466-4752.

Tuesday

June 1

Fiber Art 1983 — an Exhibition
by outstanding Ontario artists,,
organized by the Associatien of
Volunteers of Central Hospital;
with the expert advice of Helen
Frances Gregor RCA, interna-
tionally known tapestry artist.
The exhibition will be open to
the public daily from11 a.m.to
8 p.m. until June 21. 3rd floor

of Central Hospital, 333 Sher

bourne Street. 964-41 11"

All former staff and students of
Parkview Secondary School,
formerly known as Parkway Vo-
cational School, are invited to
attend a reunion to mark the
occasion of the closing of the
school, to be held at Parkview,
One Danforth Avenue 4 to 9
p.m.

tempted to throw away those
long stored goods, throw them
our way instead. For more infor-
mation or assistance with pick
up please contact Eva at 925-
4363, 349 Ontario St.

Volunteers are urgently needed
to answer the phone at the
YWCA’s Information and Refer-
ral Line for women. The service
provides information about wo-
men’s counselling, housing, legal,
medical, and other related mat-
ters. The line is open from 10-1
p.m., Mon. to Thurs. If you can
spare a few hours or more on a
weekly basis, please call the
YWCA Volunteer Coordinator at
961-8100.

Daycare vacancy small play
group has room for one child 18
months to 2% years. Imaginative
teacher provides stimulating care
with kind touch. Phone 469-
4488. 20

Are you trying to be a super-
woman — an outstanding work-
er, a devoted mother and a ter-
rific wife? But wondering how
to juggle it all? A new Working
Women’s Support Network has
been organized for these work-
ing women, and for those about
to enter the work force. Groups
are funded by the Federal Go-
vernment and are free of charge.
For more information please call
Susie Marlowe at 489-4632.

Interested in the arts? If you
have abilities that you can vol-
unteer or share with a group of
students in  neighbourhood
schools, want to try out a new
idea or rehearse :a performance,
we’d like to hear from you. Please
call: Arts Resource Teachers,
Toronto Board of Education,
Area East. 461-7585.

SEVEN CLASSIFIEDS get re-
sults. A listing of 30 words, only
$5.00; double listings available.
Classifieds must be paid in ad-
vance to the Seven News Office
the Monday before publishing.
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