This is the last issue with our
supporting membership coupon.
If you're a supporting member yet,
please turn to page 8 and send in
the

coupon.
Everybody living and working in
the Ward 7 area is invited to our
g 2 ing and potluck
dinner on June 8. See page 8.
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Tee shirt of the week: Doug Hefferon sports an Irish Power tee shirt at the Neighbourhood Infor mation

Post garage sale last Saturday.

Photo by Cherry Hassard

A hot night in Riverdale

By ULLI DIEMER

It was a hot, hot night last
Tuesday in Toronto. But it was
hotter yet in the Riverdale Col-
legiate auditorium, where the
heat came not only from the
weather but also from upwards of
300 people crammed into the
seats, aisles, doorways, and
lobby, from the tempers of those
people as they gathered to see
what they could do about educa-
tional cutbacks.

And perhaps it was hottest of
‘all on stage, where spokesmen
from the provincial government
and the Metro School Board
squirmed and sweated under the
lights as they tried to answer a
constant flow of hard questions
from the parents, teachers, and
students in the meeting.

The meeting had been called to
talk about how cutbacks are
damaging the quality of educa-
tion at Riverdale Collegiate, and
it was clear from the beginning
that people were not going to
accept the glib statements of

education bureaucrats and politi-

cians — those of them who
bothered to show up. Both Metro
and provincial government were
represented by low-level func-
tionaries who admitted they
couldn’t answer policy questions,
and Dennis Colby, the Ward 8
school trustee whose immaturity
is surpassed only by his insen-
sitivity, didn’t dare to put in an
appearance after having earlier
told Riverdale students that they
didn’t have the right to expect a
good education, and that they
shouldn’t aspire to anything
more than delivering phone
books.

As speaker after speaker ham-
mered the government’s educa-
tion policies, a number of points
emerged:

e®Education spending is lagging
far behind the rate of inflation.

® At the same time, the provin-
cial government is drastically
reducing its share of education
financing.

® As a result property taxes are
going up.

®The main beneficiaries of
education spending are the cor-
porations who need educated,
trained employees.

But the corporate share of
education financing and general
taxation has gone down at an
incredible rate: For example bet-
ween 1970 and 1975 corporation
profits increased 131 per cent, but
during the same time corporate taxes
actually decreased by 41.5 per cent.

®Rapid teacher layoffs are
resulting in larger classes, fewer
programs, fewer extra-curricular
activities.

®eWorking-class and
immigrant areas are being har-
dest hit by the effects of these
cutbacks.

Several general demands
emerged from the meeting:

Maintenance of education
spending at a level that will

maintain the present quality of
continued pg. 4

education.

FREE
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Highrise tenants
hit soaring rents

By THOM CORBETT

Tenants of the Barbara Apartments in St.
Jamestown have charged that Meridian supplied
“‘very questionable’ evidence to support rising
costs during recent rent review hearings which
granted the company permission to hike rents by

20 per cent.

Although the Barbara Tenants
Association presented evidence
supporting their claim that Meri-
dian should be held to the 6 per
cent ceiling imposed by rent con-
trols, their protests were ignored
by rent review officers.

The 20 per cent increase is the
latest in a series of rent hikes
that has seen rents double in the
two supposedly low-rental build-
ings during the last 17 years.
Tenants in the apartments, which
were constructed with the aid of
low-interest government loans,
have been embroiled in almost
continuous rent review hearings
and appeals since 1976. Although
evidence produced at all of the
hearings in the past two years
have shown that Meridian used
false documentation to support
rent hikes, rent review officers
have consistently granted the
company increases well above the
guildelines.

n the earliest instance where
Meridian, during the first rent
review hearing in December 1976,
tenants were successful in
postponing that hearing until
April of 1977. The tenants
charges were later backed up by
an internal memo from rent
review officer R. Grimson to
George Issan, Senior Rent
Review Officer.

The memo, dated December 16,

1976, reads as follows: *‘I believe
that the misinformation of the
landlord’s 5A’s (forms which
requested 17 per cent rent
increases) had the effect of
misleading this office into accept-
ing applications as valid, that
were in fact invalid.
“The landlord sought rent
increases based on false informa-
tion and completely in disregard
to the provision of the Landlord
and Tenant Act and the Residen-
tial Premises Rent Review
ACL %

*“I feel strongly that the ldnd-
lord’s certification of information
that he must have known, or
ought to have known, as fake or
at least, incorrect, should subject
him to penalties as provided by
law. !

“We are not dealing with an
unknowledgeable landlord, but
with one with principals who are
most aware of legislation and who
have recourse to the best
counsel.”

Although Meridian’s first
application could have been dis-
allowed completely, the regional
director of rent review, R.E.
Downey, intervened on Meri-
dian’s behalf. In an internal
memo to Gerry Gross, rent review
legal advisor, dated Jaunary 26
1977, Mr. Downey felt that con-
sideration had to be given to the
consequences of disallowing
Meridian’s application.

I feel that because the amount
involved is quite substantial the
landlord will likely apply for
Judicial Review if we should
throw out their application,’ the

.

memo stated.

Instead of applying the law
against Meridian, the company
was allowed to retract the infor-
mation in time for a new rent
review hearing in April, 1977. At
this and subsequent hearings,
however, the Barbara Tenants
Association revealed that Meri-
dian had not learned their lesson
and continued to produce mislead-
ing information.

The association charges that
Meridian, to back up their claim
that expenses for operating the
Barbara apartments have
skyrocketed, have tabled
invoices for work that was never
done or for work that was done at
other apartments owned or man-
aged by Meridian.

These charges were backed up
in an April 12, 1977 letter from
St. George M.P.P. Margaret
Campbell to the minister of con-
sumer and commercial relations.

states, *‘I was seriously dis-
turbed because the costs did not
seem to relate to the buildings
themselves (Barbara apart-
ments) and my concern grew out
of the fact that Meridian, or°one
of its megaloplies, owns most of
St. Jamestown, including the
Barbara Apartments and includ-
ing, on the other hand, conven-
tional buildings and it did seem
to me that there was prima facie
evidence that some of the costs
attributed to the Barbara Apart-
ments were, in fact, costs which
ought properly to have been allo-
cated to the conventional build-
ings.”

Evidence provided by the Bar-
bara Tenants Association,
clearly proves Mrs. Campbell’s
charges. During last year’s hear-
Ings, tenants questioned invoices
for plastering work which were
addressed to Meridian apart-
ments on Wellesley Street. The
invoices were then changed to
read 700 and 730 Ontario Street,
addresses for the Barbara Apart-°
ments. Othen invoices for
expenses pertaining to the apart-
ments include carpentry work
which the tenants claim was
never done.

Although Meridian has also
claimed for expenses relating to
the purchase of new appliances
for the Barbara apartments,
many of the tenants still possess
refrigerators and stoves which
were installed in the early
1960’s. Invoices provided by
Meridian indicate that app-
liances may in fact have been
installed in other buildings and
then charged to the Barbara
tenants.

One such invoice, for a stove,
dated September 7, 1976, shows
that the appliance was delivered
to a Meridian apartment on 700
Kingston Road. While other app-
liances were installed in the Bar-
bara apartments, they were also
later removed after rent review

hearings.  continued page 6
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%Elﬂls is a community newspaper founded in 1970 and pub-
lished every other Saturday by Seven News Inc. Mailing address: 265
Gerrard St. East, Toronto M5A 2G3. Office: Rooms 206 & 207, Eastdale
Collegiate (701 Gerrard St. E.) Phone: 465-3810. 7 News is distributed free
in its circulation area; mailed subscriptions are $7.50 per year. Opinions
expressed are those of the writer and not necessarily those of Seven News .

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Carolyn Barber, Howard Huggett, Roger Rolfe,
Rajan Bakshi, Audrey Bayduza, Ulli Diemer, John Gladki, Bonnie Heath,

STAFF: Editor: Ulli Diemer. Co-Editor and Production Manager: Frances
Watman. Advertising and Business Manager: Tom Clement. Multicultural
Outreach: Frances Watman. Subscriptions: Ralph Cunningham. Book-
keeping: Dorothy Bushey, Howard Huggett. Photography: Cherry Hassard.
Cartoons: Kay Cole, Tom McLaughlin. Writers: Audrey Bayduza, Eric Blair,
Sharon Cameron, Tom Corbett, Ulli Diemer,
Huggett, Roger Rolfe, Mary Rosen, George Rust-D'Eye, Bonnie Sartori,
John Sewell, Frances Watman, Sharon Wyman. Distribution: 7 News is dis-
tributed by over 200 individuals and groups, too many to list, but thanks go
to them all. All 7 News volunteers are invited to attend the regular bi-

weekry staff meetlngs to talk about edltorial content and ideas for upcoming
issues. The next meeting is in the office at 2 p.m. on Monday, June 5. Bring
your ideas. 7 News is also having a General Meeting on Thursday June 8 at
6:00 p.m. at Central Neighbourhood House, 349 Ontario St. The meeting will
begin with a potluck dinner, and will be a good time to talk about 7 News, and
what you like and don't like about it, and ideas you have for it. Everyone who
lives or works in the Ward 7 area is invited to come.

Janet Howard, Howard

LETTERS

If you have comments or opinions about what is happening in the community
or about what you read in 7 News, write us a letter, to 7 News, 265 Gerrard
St. E., Toronto. All letters must be signed, but if you ask us to, we will pub-

lish your letter with a pen-name and keep your real name confidential.
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Poop?

Dear 7 News:

I am glad to see in your paper an
article about wall-to-wall dogcrap. If
we did not have wall-to-wall dogs
we would not have this mess right
ourside our doors all over the lawn.
Walking from my place to Loblaws
with a grocery buggy is disgusting.
You cannot avoid charging through
this crap because there is so much.
On your shoes, on the wheels of the
baby carriage or buggy. No wonder
people are sick with all these filthy
germs around. I say if people want

Sea

To parents and children

““An Open Letter to You” {All
parents and all Children) from a
mother.

I can’t be right all the time. I do
make mistakes, just as you do. I
scold and nag at times because it
hurts me to see you headed in the
wrong direction of the path of life.
You see | want you to be someone
special, someone of whom, in the
future, people will say ‘“Now there

give you the deepest, most
cherished love. A love between a
parent and child. It grows deeper
with each passing day. It can’t be
replaced, stolen or broken. It is the
best of all gifts, and it’s from me to
you for always.
Your loving mother.
P.S. Those are just words. The
feelings are much deepter than that
and I add to it, God grant you all of

BARRY’S DRIVING SCHOOL

744 Broadview Ave. (just south of the subway) -
Learn Defensive Driving from government certified instructors

Day or evening classes

Certificates for presentation
to insurance companies

Individual in-car lessons also available
Includes pick-up — home/school/office

le Grenier

Pierre Fortin

Plants, Flowers

Rattan & Bamboo Furniture

746 Broadview

469-3557

Senior Citizens
Are you considering a change?

FAIRHAVEN
HOUSE INC.

A pleasant downtown non-profit resi-
dential home for retired men and
women.

The home offers extensive services
including social and recreational
programmes.

Call 922-0023

Provincial Benefit
Recipients

GLASSES AND FRAMES
AVAILABLE AT

REGENT OPTICAL

424 Parliament

(opposite Woolworths)

925-5772

OPEN MON.-FRI. 1-6 P.M.
(CLOSED SATURDAY)

Ron’s Variety And

272 Parliament St.
Also ¢ Records
o Beauty Aids

West Indian Food Store

OXFAM

People to
People
Development

Send Your
Contributions to:

BOX 18,000

{ TORONTO
OTTAWA

HALIFA
ST. JOHN'

Youth Centre (CBYC) hosted a
tournament with boxers from three
other clubs on June 19th, and came
away with eight wins in 10 bouts.

Visiting boxers came from the
Masten Boys’ Club of Buffalo, the
Lamoureux Boxing Club in Scar-
borough, and the Northwest Rex-
dale Boxing Club. The results were
as follows:

Andy (Poet) Williams, CBYC,
decisioned Dervin Blair of Rexdale
(70 1bs).

John (Thumper) Shaw, CBYC
lost a close one to Vernon McGriff,
Buffalo (70 Ibs).

Milton (The Monster)
Thompson, CBYC, defeated Don
Wiggins, Buffalo (85 Ibs).

Sheldon (Shifty) Sampson,
CBYC, won out over Aaron
Borden, Buffalo (85 Ibs).

Asif (The Pakistan Panther) Dar,
CBYC defeated Wasson Tam,
Lamoureux (95 Ibs).

Ivan Hughes, CBYC, stopped
Philip Santo-Donatos, Rexdale,in
the first round (118 Ibs).

Ron (Dynamite) Adams, CBYC,
blasted out a win over Medhi
Hussin, Lamoureux, in just 38 sec-
onds (128 Ibs).

Garnet Mitchell, CBYC, was
decisioned by Pete Delaney,
Buffalo (145 Ibs).

A part of the Wellesley Hospital —

CBYC decisively defeated Pumpkin
Burrell, Buffalo (106 Ibs).

““Irish’> Shawn O‘Sullivan,
CBYC, bested Roger Brown,
Buffalo (118 Ibs).

The Cabbagetown boys were

P sty is a fine person. He gets my vote.” life’s good things. And there is
(s‘jcoogos elrh:r)l’d ct)‘:enmf;:jrer):odus‘e)ol(r)lgfrzr: So I have not given you the your wealth: take it and share it
CITY ADVERTISING RATES e ; world. I just can’t afford it. But I can  with others.
LIMITS DISPLAY $5 per column inch under penalty of a fine. 3
BLOOR VOLUME DISCOUNTS space purchased Mary Tipe
can be spread over a 12-24 month period. Details on request Carlton St.
u >  POSITION CHARGE 10%
= S  PAGECHARGE 10°
2 O CLASSIFIED 10c/word. Minimum
8 (o] $2 50 paid in advance
2 o SEMI-DISPLAY $5/column inch. Minimum charge $5.00 oca oys ma e goo
% NATIONAL RATES 40c/agate line
7]
SEVEN NEWS — serving all of Ward 7 and beyond
LAKESHORE CIRCULATION — 20_0009 . The Cabbagetown Boxing and Vincent (The Invincible) Pileggo,  coached by Peter Wylie, Dave

Clairman, and Ken Hamilton, The
bouts were effective tune-ups for
the All—Ontario Junior Boxing
Championships being held at the
Oshawa arena on June 10th, in
which Cabbagetown is planning to
enter at least a dozen competitors.

The Prince and the Grizzly
He floated round the ring with elegance and grace
As he swiftly jabbed with every pace —

ng giant was past his prime

debm
The brutal battle became a war

“him would be a crime — —

As the young prince began to score.

Then suddenly the big grizzly fell,

Shaking the ring and feeling like hell!

The grizzly was down with his eyes closed tight
Refusing the prince’s taunts to get up and fight.

And now the young prince had become a king,
After making the head of the great bear sting.

Andy Williams

Andy Williams is a 12-year-old boxer-poet at the Cabbagetown
Boxing and Youth Centre. According to coach Ken Hamilton, he has
won two bouts and lost two close ones to date. He is a student at

Lord Dufferin School.

the corridor off

members, are appealing.
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WHAT’S

CABBAGETOWN'S

Come see us
for your kitchen

and Gift Needs

Open for your
convenience

Tues-Fri. 11-8 pm
Sat. 10-6

555 Parliament St.
921-4361
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the main lobby, past the gift shop — is being turned
into an art gallery starting June 8, and the public is
invited to an opening reception on that day from 4 to 6
p.m. in the main lobby. There will be refreshments,
and a free draw for an original painting by a Canadian
artist. Emphasis in the gallery will be on local artists and
some 20 to 30 pictures (oils and water colours, draw-
ings and prints) will be hung for approximately six
weeks. Then, another selection will be displayed, with a
new display every six to eight weeks. The paintings will
be for sale.

Two men sentenced to $100 fines for putting up
posters plan to launch against what they call an
infringement of freedom of speech. Dave Foreman
and Bob Schisler were arrested last year while postering
against American anti-gay crusader Anita Bryant. They
were charged under the criminal code for causing wilful
damage and convicted. Foreman and Schisler, backed
by the Gay Alliance Toward Equality of which they are

groups who put up posters or are concerned with grow-
ing restrictions on traditional freedoms. Why should I
have a criminal record for putting up a poster?”’ says
Schisler. Postering has traditionally been the way low-
budget community, political and church groups adver-
tise their activities. The defense campaign can be con-
tacted at 966-8131.

The old Davis Cleaners store on Parliament Street
closed on May 6. A medical clinic is to move into the
space. . .The laundry rooms in the east end of Regent
Park now have staggered hours, and a number of new
machines have been installed. . .The New Board of
Directors of Dixon Hall have been elected. . .A
Regent Park Giants soccer team has been formed.
They are ready to challenge all comers in Regent. Con-
tact Harold Jackman at 364-2909. . . .Many apply, but
few are chosen. Still, it may be worth a try. The applica-
tion deadline for Canada Works is June 24. You can get
applications by phoning Lisa Hill at 484-5467. . .
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Fly-by-night contrac-
tors

Homeowners are being warned
against fly-by-night contractors by
the ministry of consumer and com-
mercial relations. The ministry
recommends that to protect them-
selves, homeowners deal with busi-
nesses which have earned a good
reputation; have a firm idea of what
they want done before they begin;
make sure construction conforms to

local bylaws and get a building per-
mit (this is net the contractor’s
responsibility); and get at least three
written estimates providing a
detailed list of all work to be done,
including clean-up. They also sug-
gest asking the contractor for the
names and addresses of people for
whom he has recently completed
work, and checking to see if these
people are satisified; not paying

more than 10 per cent down as a

deposit and not paying in full until
all work is completed. You should
also get warranty details in writing,
and remember that a warranty is
only as good as the company back-
ing it. You should also get starting
and completion dates in writing,
and, if you are signing a contract,
make sure it lists everything to be
done. And beware of contractors
who say they are in the neighbour-
hood only for the day and offer
bargain prices.



OPINION j

By TOM CLEMENT

At the height of the Depression in the 1930’s the federal govern-
ment came up with a new way of dealing with the ever-increasing
numbers of the unemployed: make-work projects called “‘relief
camps’’, under the direction of the Department of National Defence,
where young people worked for 20¢ a day.

Last year, with Canada in the worst economic mess since the
1930’s, the federal government came up with a new way of dealing
with the ‘'unemployment that has risen to its highest level since the
Depression: make-work projects called ‘‘Katimavik’’, under the direc-
tion of the Department of National Defence, where young people (17
to 22 years old) work for $1 per day.

It is certainly a strong indicator of the economic situation when the
government is forced to unearth Depression methods to deal with
young people.

It is true, of course, that both the Katimavik and the relief camps
have provided some socially useful work. But, while environmental
clean-up and reforestation are valuable, the main issue for young peo-
ple remains that of unemployment. The government by introducing
this project has done absolutely nothing to solve unemployment.
Instead, Katimavik, like the relief camps, takes young people out of
the cities and isolates them in remote areas.

Now, as in the 1930’s, the government is very much afraid that
radicals or malcontents may slip in with the idea of encouraging these
under-paid workers to organize. In the thirties troublemakers were
blacklisted. Katimavik eliminates potential trouble-makers by psy-
chological testing that all applicants must undergo before being
accepted.

At present Katimavik is only an experimental project. Currently
there are only about 1000 participants, but the project is to be
expanded. Interestingly, the relief camps of the Depression also
started as an experiment — but during the four years of their exis-
tence, 170,000 young people were processed through them.

During the Depression young people would get fed up with life in
the camps and leave. Today the government will pay $1000 to anyone
who can stick it out the full nine months. If a participant does not last
the full period, s/he gets nothing. For those who last the full nine
months, the pay works out to a little better than $25.00 per week.
Wow!

During the Depression many people criticized the millionaire
Prime Minister, R.B. Bennett, for not understanding the needs of poor
people. Only one other millionaire has ever been Prime Minister. His
name — surprise! — Pierre Trudeau.

Bennett’s methods of dealing with unemployment caused tremen-
dous protest. People right across the country got involved in organiza-
tions opposed to unemployment. Similar organizations are starting in
various centres across Canada today.

Finally Bennett became desperate and put off calling an election
until the last possible moment. Once again we see Trudeau following
in Bennett’s footsteps. Canadians were fed up with Bennett when he

_finally did call an election and threw his government out of power. It is
up to us whether Trudeau will once again follow in Bennett’s
footsteps.

By AUDREY BAYDUZA

Major renovations are planned to
begin this summer and early next
fall on two familiar old landmarks in
the South Riverdale area.

$45,000 has been budgeted for
alterations to the Old Post Office at
the corner of Queen and Saulter to
make it suitable for occupation late
this summer by the South Riverdale
Site Office. The move by the local
office of the City’s Planning Depart-
ment, now located on Queen Street
just west of Lewis is the first move
in the conversion of the building
into a multi-service community
centre.

Although the site office will
occupy only the first floor of the
building, proceedings are under way
for the City to acquire use of the
entire building to house both
government social service agencies,
and indigenous community_groups
and facilities. -

The site office will initially move
into the former Post Office under
the terms of a two-year lease with an
option to renew for an additional
three years. City Council has also
authorized the taking up of a twenty
year option on the building to super-
sede the Site Office’s lease as soon
as renovations and other arrange-
ments can be completed.

The Post Office building has been
vacant now for about three years
and the process of acquiring it for
community use has been somewhat
complicated by the fact that the
building has been declared an
historic site by the Historical Board.

Down the way and up the street,
major renovations are also planned
for the South Riverdale Community
Health Centre on Pape Avenue.
Expected to cost an estimated
$160,000.00. these alterations are
slated to begin at the end of August
and take six months to complete.
Alternate temporary accomodations

T N
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Old buildings get new uses

will have to be found for the clinic,
which hds now been in operation for
about a year. An additional
$10,000.00 has been allotted for the
purchase of new equipment for the
clinic.

City Council, which leases the
health centre building from Metro
then sublets to the health clinic for a
nominal rent has approved an 8-
year lease on the building and is
now awaiting Ontario Municipal
Board approval of the arrangement.

Both projects are part of the
Neighbourhood Improvement Plan:
a cost-sharing program involving all
three levels of government —
federal, provincial, and municipal —
and providing for the improvement
of facilities and services in a number
of older neighbourhoods across the
country.

South Riverdale was first selected
as a N.I.P. area in 1974, and its
boundaries were finalized in 1976,
after a series of public meetings and
discussions. Subsequent planning
has been guided by a N. I. P. Steer-
ing Committee of local residents.

The South Riverdale Neighbour-
hood is one of three N.I. P. areas

. east of the Don in Toronto and it is

bounded, generally, by Dundas
Street, Jones Avenue, Queen
Street East, Leslie Street,
Lakeshore Boulevard and the Don
channel. The Don Mount area
northwest of Broadview Ave. and
Queen Street is excluded as are the
heavy industrial areas between
Logan and Boston Avenues north
of Queen Street and south of
Eastern Avenue. Containing about
312 acres, it is, in size the largest
N.LP. area in Toronto.

Under the N.I. P. program, the
federal government will pay 25% of
the cost of improving municipal
services or public utilities, or 50%
of the cost of improving recreation
or social services. The Province

e —— e

If your home 1s like 90% of Canadian
homes, i's not properly insulated. This chart
gives you an idea of how much you could save
by bringing your home from the average level
of insulation up to today’s recommended
standards. Of course, as energy costs go up,

so will these savings.
Ol Heat GasHeat  Electric Heat

ST.JOHN'S S209 N/A $296
FREDERICTON  S204 N/A $215
MONTREAL $195 . S176 $202
TORONTO $159 S115 S242
WINNIPEG $237 162 $320
REGINA N/A S130 $390
EDMONTON S228 $140 N/A
VANCOUVER  $130 $120 S$199

These savings are based on a typical 2-storey pre-war home
of 1,100 square feet
*Based on insulaton matenal with R-3 value per inch (2.54 cm).

IF YOU DON’T HAVE 10 INCHES
OF INSULATION IN YOUR ATTIC,
YOU'RE LOSING HEAT AND

WASTING MONEY.

NOW HOMES BUILT BEFORE 1946 ARE
ELIGIBLE FOR A HOME INSULATION
GRANT OF UP TO $350.

If your home was built before 19486, is your
principal residence, and is three storeys or
less, you're eligible for a taxable grant of % of
the cost of your insulation matenals, upto a
maximum of $350 (retroactive to materials
purchased on or after September 1, 1977).

For FREE and complete information about
how to insulate your home and how to

apply for a grant, send in the
coupon below.

INSULATE TODAY. SAVE TOMORROW. @

z

Canadian Home Insulation Program ™ TJ Send me the free book

——————————— ]

[[] Send me the grant application kit

pays an additional 25% and the
municipality picks up the remaining
25 or 50%. Both the Post Office and
the Community Health Centre are
recreation or social services to the
federal government will be picking
up the tab for half the cost of each
project.

In order to keep its designation as
a N.LP. area, a neighbourhood
must undertake a redevelopment
plan that requires the federal
government to spend a minimum
of $100 per capita over a three year
period. In_ South Riverdale this
means a redevelopment plan cost-
ing a total of approximately $2.3
million by the end of 1979.

The priorities established by the
N.L.P. Steering Committee in South
Riverdale have clearly placed the
emphasis on projects providing
recreational or social services and
only $115,707 of the initial budget
for the program was earmarked for
the provision of municipal services
or public works projects. Part of this
money was designated for use in
termite control on City-owned pro-
perty.

One of the top priorities estab-
lished by the steering committee
was the improvement of existing
housing and its importance has
been borne out by South River-
dale’s repsonse to a second aspect
of the N.LLP. program. Under the
Plan, financial assistance is made
available to individual homeowners
in a N.LLP. area for improvements
and repairs to their homes to bring
them up to the standards required
by the municipal by-laws. Applica-
tions from individuals in the South
Riverdale area have virtaully
doubled the number of applications
from any other single N.I.P. area in

continued p. 4
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SHEA'S VARIETY
184 CARLTON ST.
(just east of Sherbourne)
IS now
OPEN

HOURS

A DAY
SEVEN DAYS A

WEEK

® Jug Milk  Groceries ® Gifts
e Take-out coffee
and sandwiches
o We also feature French &
Quebec magazines and
newpapers

*Keeping the Heat In" (My home was built before 1946, |

' [ nEnglish O en francais is 3 storeys or less, and is my !

| Please print. pnncipal residence.) |

| (1 English () en francais |

| NAME >4 |

: ADDRESS :

B Soromment Gouvernement | CITY PROV. :
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Major confrontation looms over rent controls removal

By THOM CORBETT
and ULLI DIEMER

With rising unemployment and
continuing inflation, many people
look upon *‘the good old days’’ with
increasing fondness.

But if the Davis government car-
ries out what séem to be its inten-
tions, tenants at least may soon be
looking back to 1976, 1977 and
1978 as “‘the good old days™.

The reason? It appears that the
government has every intention of
removing the rent controls that
have partially kept the lid on poten-
tially massive rent increases over
the past three years. Prior to the
controls, rents had been skyrocket-
ing, and it seems very likely that
they would do so again if controls
are removed.

Support for an end to rent con-
trols is growing among government
officials who say that apartments
aren’t being built because
developers no longer find it profita-
ble enough.

Critics of this line of thinking
agree that apartment construction
isn’t keeping up with demand, but
argue that rent controls are not the
cause. They point to similar apart-
ment shortages in cities without rent
controls, and note that the construc-
tion slowdown began before con-
trols were introduced.

Needs or profits?

The reasons, according to suppor-
ters of controls, have to do with the
whole system of supplying housing,
which is governed by developers’
decisions about where they can
make the most profit, rather than by
peoples’ needs for accomodations.

In much of the post-war period, it
was most profitable to build private
homes, so this was where most of
the building effort went. Then, in
the 1960’s, developers became very

busy constructing office towers and -

shopping centres, largely because
these kinds of developments
delivered higher profits, higher
rents, and tenants who were less

demanding than apartment
dwellers.

Consequently, the beginning of
this decade saw fewer and fewer
apartment buildings being con-
structed although the demand for
rental accomodation rose rapidly.
Because the average working person
could no longer afford to own a pri-
vate home — prices having soared
out of reach — apartments became
the only alternative in cities such as
Toronto.

This undersupply drove up rents
as more and more people were com-
peting for the available apartments,
and were ‘thus forced to take
whatever they could get. In the early
1970’s, rent increases of 20 per cent
and 30 per cent became com-
monplace.

Pressure brings controls

When the Conservative Davis
government lost its majority in the
1975 provincial election, it had no
choice but to give in to public pres-
sure and the demands of the opposi-
tion parties, and introduce rent con-
trols.

Under controls, landlords were
allowed to increase rents eight per
cent annually, but could charge
more than that only if they appeared
before rent review hearings to prove
that their expenses were above the
limit. In the first year of its opera-
tions, over 9,000 hearings were held
across Ontario.

When the allowable rent increase
was dropped to 6 per cent in 1977 —
the Davis government called an
election rather than accept an
opposition amendment setting the 6
per cent limit, but then had to accept
it anyway when it failed to pick up a
majority in the election — landlords
and government officials warned
that the number of requests for
increases above the new limit would

"Be even greater than before. Figures

now available, however, show that
in fact the number of rent review
hearings decreased by over 40 per
cent as many landlords realized they

were unable to justify large rent
hikes.
Nevertheless, in 1977, rent
increases in Toronto averaged 8.6
per cent, with increases of 20 per
cent or more not unusual.
Despite this, Jandlords and
developers are strongly pressuring
the government to drop rent con-
trols. If they are obtaining average
increases that are well above the
supposed limit with controls, one
can only speculate what will happen
to rents after controls.

Prepare for removal

To prepare for the removal of

controls, the Davis government
released a “‘green paper’’ in Febru-
ary of this year, entitled ‘‘Policy
Options for Continuing Tenant
Protection™ that leans so strongly to
ending controls that tenant groups
have labelled it “*Policy Options for
Continuing Landlord Protection
and Profits.”

However, because an end to con-
trols will cause massive tenant dis-
pleasure, the ‘“‘green paper’’ says
controls may ‘be extended in some
form or another while the govern-
ment will also encourage
developers to build more apart-
ments by giving them large
amounts of public funds as sub-
sidies.

Taxes subsidize profits

While this will not help the small
landlords, some of whom have
had some legitimate complaints
about the operation of rent con-
trols, it will be a boon to large pri-
vate developers, who will have
their profits bolstered from the
taxes of tenants and other tax-
payers. Naturally they will retain
complete ownership of these
buildings despite the fact that
large. amounts of public money
will'have gone into their construc-
tion. And when controls are
finally dropped, tenants will be
forced to pay high market rents in
buildings they helped finance
through their taxes.

But, as the *‘green paper’’ points
out, subsidization of private
developers is not a recent
phenomenon. In 1977, the paper
states, “‘almost 85 per cent of rental
production was publicly assisted.”
This includes housing for low-
income tenants who have their
rents subsidized by the govern-
ment, resulting in a double — and
continuing — subsidy for the
builder who constructs the building
and then collects the rents.

Faced with tremendous opposi-
tion to rising rents, gover nment
seems inclined to take the politically
easier route of providing developers
with profit subsidies directly
through tax money.

Tenant groups opposed

However, tenant organizations
disagree with the government’s
plans and have formulated ideas of
their own. They oppose paying for
construction with public money
while allowing developers to retain
ownership of the units thus built.
Instead, they are pushing the idea
that funds go to non-profit housing
corporations which would concentr-
ate on affordable housing rather
than on higher-priced, higher-profit
units. They also want funds to be
given to tenant controlled co-ops
that supply housing whose rents are
geared to cover construction and
maintenance costs only while
eliminating the additional expense
of profit.

Non-profit housing

Although government funding is
provided to co-op and non-profit
housing at the present time, the
amount is very small compared to
that given private developers,
which include some of the largest

~and most profitable corporations in

Canada.
According to the tenant organiza-

tions, another problem with pri-
vately-owned apartment buidlings
is that tenants pay for the construc-
tion costs of the structures several
times over during its lifetime. In the
case of co-ops and other tenant-
controlled housing projects, the
construction cost is paid for once
and then rents are much lower.

At this point, the government has
shown little interest in the sugges-
tions of tenant groups — the green
paper doesn-t even consider them.
However, tenant organizations feel
that Toronto’s one million tenants
have a good chance of influencing
future housing policies in the pro-
vince because of the pressure they
can potentially exert on the
minority Conservative govern-
ment. A million people committed
to the proposition that good affor-
dable housing is a right, not a pri-
vilege that depends on someone
making a high enough profit from
it, could be a potent political force.

Riverdale
improve
ments

continued from p. 3

Toronto. There is no income
restriction on eligibility for the pro-

gram, although the portion of the
assistance that is made through a
grant, and the interest rate charged
on the remaining loan portion will
vary according to the homeowner’s
individual - situation. - icati
can be made at the Site Office at
731 Queen Street East.

e ot

CITY HOUSES FOR SALE

The City of Toronto is offering for sale to qualified purchasers 12 houses in the Trefann
Court Urban Renewal Area. Selling prices vary from $25,000 to $40,000, depending on size.
All houses, when sold, will have functioning water, electrical and heating systems, and are
structurally sound, although minor repairs and complete decoration will be required by the
purchaser. The houses will be required to be brought up to the Housing Standards of the City
of Toronto by the purchaser.

Eligible purchasers must meet the following conditions:
1) gross family income must be less than $17,000
2) the family unit must include at least one child under the age of 16 years;
3) the family must not have owned a house in the last five years.

The City will reserve an option to repurchase at a stated price for a ten year period, such
option to be exercised if the purchaser vacates the property or wishes to sell. The down pay-
ment will be 10% of the purchase price, terms to be arranged.

First priority to purchase is given to those on the Trefann priority list; second priority to
residents within a mile of the Trefann area.

For further information, please contact Mr. Paul Ringer, Development Department, City of
Toronto — Telephone: 367-7600.

continued from pg. 1

No teacher layoffs: As enrol-
ment goes, down much-needed
decreases in class size can slowly
be brought about.

Financing of education through
taxes based on ability to pay:
income and corporation taxes,

rather than property taxes.

The meeting approved plans for
contacting parent, teacher, stu-
dent, and community groups
across the city to get their help in
organizing against cutbacks by
circulating petitions and organiz-
ing meetings and protests.

Volunteers Needed

Seven News is looking for volunteers to distribute the paper on streets
and in apartment buildings that presently do not have delivery. It
would take about 10 to 30 minutes once every two weeks to deliver
from 25 to 100 papers. The paper would be delivered to your doorina
bundle every second Friday for you to deliver over the weekend. If you
are interested, or know someone who is, call 7 News at 465-3810.

Buying a Home?
It's one of the largest investments
in your life. Invest a little in your
decision. Our report will sum-
marize the overall soundness and
condition of your prospective new
home.

|
-

e
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"CARSON,DUNLOP
& ASSOCIATES LTD

Home Inspection & Evaluation
929-0820

African Arts,
Fabrics, Crafts,
Couturier Service
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The Best of Africa
165 Carlton St.
964-3388




COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Saturday June 3

The Senior Citizens of Dixon Hall are holding a
bazaar and bake sale today at 58 Sumach Street from
11 am. to 3 p.m.

Chester Village Senior Citizens’ Residence invites
you to their annual open house today from 2 p.m. to 4
p.m. at 717 Broadview Avenue. There’ll be a craft sale,
plants and baked goods, plus afternoon tea and a tour
of the building.

A program of cycling and hiking at the Outer Har-
bour East Headland (Leslie Street Spit) will begin today
and continue for 24 consecutive weekends. The spit is a
nature area on which cars are not allowed. However,
buses leave every 40 minutes from the corner of
Queen and Leslie Streets on Saturdays and Sundays.

‘Sunday June 4
Join the Roxy, at Danforth and Greenwood for radio
station Q107’s birthday. There’ll be prizes,
appearances by Q107 personalities, and Gimme
Shelter on the big screen. Call the Roxy at 461-2401
for times and information.

The community work committee of St. Luke’s
United Church has planned a walk of exploration to
begin today after morning service, about 12:30 p.m.
The walk is intended to develop a growing awareness of
the community surrounding the church, its needs and
its resources. Interested people are invited to join
members of the congregation on this walk.

The YWCA is holding a special fun day and fund-
raising project at Harbourfront today from 1 p.m. to 5
p.m. Activities include: storytelling with Rita Cox; arts
and crafts; sports and games; greasepaint mask-mak-
ing; caricatures and four performances by Alex Laurier
and The Frog Print Theatre ( theatre performances are
50¢); and snacks for the kids. For more information
call 364-5665.

The Harbourfront Antique Pickers Market opens
for a second season at Harbourfront’s York Quay start-
ing at 10 a.m. One block west of York Street at 235
Queen’s Quay West.

Now that the warm weather is here the weekly
forums of St. Luke’s Church are being held in Allen
Gardens across from the church, at 2:30. Today’s
forum has Rev. Malcolm Finlay as guest speaker.

Bike for a Better City! Today is International Cyc-
lists’ Day, and it’s being marked in Toronto with a
special one-day celebration. The day will include a mass
ride downtown (gather at High Park and Bloor, Law-
rence Park, or Monarch Park at noon), a rally at
Queen’s Park at 1:00 p.m., and general celebrations al
Nathan Phillips Square from 2:00 p.m. on, with dis-
plays, demonstrations, and speeches. Call 367-7033 for
more details.

Monday June 5

During the week of June 5 through 11 the First
Canadian Festival of Mime takes place at the Toronto
Free Theatre, 26 Berkeley Street. More than 25 mime
companies from 5 provinces will be presented. For
more information about the festival, phone 362-3873.
Pensioners Concerned, East-Enders Chapter, will
hold its last meeting before September today at 12
noon at the Temple Baptist Church, 14 Dewhurst
Blvd. There will be a speaker from a trust company
who will provide some advice on making a will. All
seniors are welcome’ this is a pteluck lunch so if you
can bring a dish.

The Young People’s Theatre, 165 Front Street East,
presents a two-week festival of family entertainment
called The Festival of the Child from June 5 to June 18.
For more information on the festival line-up and reser-
vations, phone the theatre at 363-5131.

Wednesday June 7

Harbourfront presents four films on Africa tonight
in the Harbourfront Cafe starting at 7:30. Films include
*“*Negro Kingdoms’’, ““The Ancient Africans”, “‘The
Congo”’, and “*Bend of the Niger”’. Films are free. For
more information, phone 364-5665.

St. Barnabas Church is celebrating its 120th birth-
day on June 11 and you are invited to help them
celebrate. Tonight in the church located at 361 Dan-
forth Avenue there will be a birthday celebration start-
ing at 6:30 p.m. Come for a combination of dessert plus
* a concert.

Thursday June 8

The public is invited to an opening reception today
from 4 to 6 p.m. in the main lobby of the Wellesley
Hospital on the occasion of the opening of an art gall-
ery in the corridor off the main lobby. There will be
refreshments and a free draw for an original painting by
a Canadian artist.

Got a beef about 7 News, or some ideas for the
paper, or opinions you’d like to express, or just
interested in meeting the people who work on 7 News?
Well tonight’s your chance, with a 7 News general
meeting happening at Central Neighbourhood House,
349 Ontario St. There will also be a potluckdinner,
starting at 6:00 p.m.

Friday June 9
Fred's Free Films tonight at 8 p.m. in the 519
Church Street Community Centre are “‘Pardon Us™".
“Winged World™ and ‘“*‘Monkeys, Apes and Man.”
Fred sure can pick ’em, can’t he? Anyhow, films are
free and everyone is invited.

Saturday, June 10

St. Barnabas Church, 361 Danforth, is holding a
reunion and dance tonight at 7:30 in the Parish Hall.
For more information, phone the church.

The Indian Immigrant Aid Services is holding its
spring dance tonight from 8:30 to 1 a.m. at the 519
Church Street Community Centre. Tickets are $4.00
each and the evening includes disco music, a cash bar,
snacks and prizes. Tickets are limited and by advance
sales only. Phone the L.ILA.S. office at 651-1400 for
tickets.

If you are interested in cycling tours, you might give
Tom Parry a call at 689-6126. He’s a part of the Spadina
Quay Cyeling Project which is setting out for a tour of
the Caledon and Belfountain area today and tomorrow.

Sunday June 11

There will be a patronal festival and anniversary
service of holy communion at St. Barnabas Church,
361 Danforth Avenue, starting at 10:30 a.m. A recep-
tion follows. For more information about activities to
mark St. Barnabas’ 120th anniversary, phone the
church.

Rev. Vic Shepherd of Kingsway-Lambton United
Church is speaker at St. Luke’s Forum in Allen
Gardens at 2:30.

Monday June 12
The next forum scheduled at the South Riverdale
Community Health Centre, 126 Pape Avenue, is this
evening at 8 p.m. The topic is ‘‘Drugs”. Speakers for
the evening include Dr. Adrian Wilkinson, a psy-
chologist at the Addiction Research Foundation; Jack
Gemmell, a law student; and Dr. Mike Rachlis from
the health centre staff. This information session will
probably be of most interest to parents, but everyone in

the community is welcome to attend.

Tuesday June 13

Central Neighbourhood House, 349 Ontario Street,
holds the annual meeting of its Board of Directors
tonight. The business meeting will take place from 6 to
7 p.m. followed by a buffet supper from 7 to 8 p.m.,
and by a party from 8 to 11 p.m. There will be various
exhibits. All are welcome. Contributions of food or
dessert for the supper table would be appreciated. For
more information, phone Mary Ann at CNH, 925-

4363.
Wednesday June 14
The Department of Public Health is planning a

lead-level testing clinic at Bruce School, 50 Larch-
mount this afternoon and evening from 4 to 8 p.n. Pre-
natal mothers and pre-school children are urged to
attend especially.

There will be a’general meeting of the Riverdale
Intercultural Council at 7:30 at the Queen St. Pres-
byterian Church, 947 Queen St. East Call Tim
McCaskell at 469-1819 for more information.

Friday June 16

Come and learn the art of Chinese cooking at the
Riverdale Library, 370 Broadview Avenue. The cook-
ing demonstration begins at 7 p.m. tonight and is free.
Everyone is welcome. For more information, phone
466-0776.

Undaunted, Fred continues his eclectic selection of
free films tonight at 8 p.m. at 519 Church Street Com-
munity Centre. Tonight’s flicks include ‘‘Santa Fe
Trail” and “‘Something Beautiful For God.”

Saturday June 17

The Co-op Housing Federation of Toronto is
looking for people who would like to become a part
of Woodsworth Housing Co-operative, a housing
community of 194 households in the new St. Law-
rence Neighbourhood. Two public information
meetings will be held, the first one today at 2 p.m. in
the St. Lawrence Centre Lobby. Now is the time to
find out more about co-op housing, to put ycur
name on a waiting list and to get involved in your
future community. For further information call the
Co-op Housing Federation at 363-4395.

General

Volunteers are needed at the Second Mile Club,
192 Carlton Street, to assist in their home-help pro-
gram for seniors. Friendly visiting, transportation,
shopping, errands and cleaning are some of the areas
where volunteer participation i1s needed. For more
information, phone Rena at 923-5859.

Theatre Nextdoor presents Neil Simon’s comedy
*“*Come Blow Your Horn” Friday, June 2, Saturday
June 3, and Thursday June 8 through Saturday June 10
in the Vancouver Building Auditorium (sub-basement
level), 240 Wellesley Street East, in St. Jamestown.
Shows are at 8:30 p.m. and tickets run $3.00 for adults
and $2.00 for seniors with group rates available. For
tickets and information, phone 922-9348.

Dixon Hall, 58 Sumach Street, is gearing up for its
summer youth program. Registration forms are availa-
ble and registration is limited. Dixon Hall Cobra’s, a
boy’s baseball team for guys aged 13 to 15, is still on
the look-out for players. Drop-by Dixon Hall any Mon-
day or Wednesay evening at 6:30 and try out for the
team. A teen dance is up and coming at Dixon Hall, so
watch out for details.

Community Calendar is a free community service. 1f
you have an upcoming event to announce, send the infor-
mation to 7 News, 265 Gerrard St. E., or call the office at
465-3810.
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Custom Renovating

Complete Building Service

Martil Designs

References Available

536-4732 or 251-9164

Now licensed under LLBO

Try Our Corned Beef, Pastrami, & Smoked Meat

Try our Knishes, latkes and kishke

Eat In or Take Out

MOM'’S DELI

Also cold cuts to take out by the pound
Corned beef, roast beef, baby beef,
pastrami, salami, cheese

Open 7 days a week

415 Parliament (near Gerrard)
922-4684

Buying or Selling in Cabbagetown?
Call

E. J. Stanton Real Estate Ltd.
925-1141 s

242 Carlton Street

(near Parliament)

W. Frank Robinson

Denture Therapy Clinic

Senior Citizens Only

20% DISCOUNT ON ALL
GLASSES AND FRAMES AT

©

REGENT OPTICAL

424 Parliament

(opposite Woolworths)

925-5772

2 College Street Suite 204

(Corner Yonge & College)

Monday to Friday

923-7558

Bud’s Antiques
777 Queen St. E.
469-0978
We Buy & Sell Antiques

ALLAN@

OPEN MON.-FRI. 1-6 P.M. TORON

(CLOSED SATURDAY)

Dale Brothers Drug Store

201 Wellesley St. East at Bleecker

We fill DVA, Welfare, Ontario Drug Benefit,
Blue Cross and Green Shield prescriptions

SRR 5 SR

961-4211

Pick-up and delivery service

® PLANTS

greenearth g

® MACRAMES

® POTTING CARE
247a Wellesley St.E Toronto M4X 1G8
923-6549
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CLEARANCE SALE
20 — 50% off
20% — 50% off
discontinued and overstocked items
macrameé books, beads, jute, acrylic cords,
wood toy kits, bag handles

AND MORE

1781 Danforth Ave {Igrdnto, Ontario MAC 1J2 ¢ Phone: 690-4510

55¢ Parl amenl St
Tel: 961-6858

RUGS & CARPETS
BOUGHT AND SOLD

MANDALAY
FURNISHINGS AND
ANTIQUES

201 QUEEN ST. E.
366-3837

FOR
QUALITY & SERVICE

FRASER’S

One Hour Cleaners

499 Parliament
922-7780

7:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m

- § D § AN § <uEs

D.V.A. Recipients

GLASSES AND FRAMES
AVAILABLE AT

&

REGENT OPTICAL

424 Parliament

(opposite Woolworths)

925-5772

OPEN MON.-FRI. 1-6 P.M. -
(CLOSED SATURDAY)

Coi

IIIIIIIIIIIII‘,

Purkway
Tavern

Morning Special
7-11 a.m.
Bacon & eggs, potatoes, thast &
Coffee: $1.25
Lunch & Supper Special
1. 1/4 B.B.Q. Chicken
2. Omelette, any style
3. Shepherd's Pie
4. Any Hot Sandwich

Including soup, potatoes, choice of
desserts & beverages: $2.00-2.50

Parkway Special

\ Steak served with choice of

\ potatoes, sour cream, vegetables,
chef salad, fried onions, hot dinner §

N roll or garlic bread 295 \

\ Entertainment Special N
\ 8:30 pm - 1:00 am
New group every week

\488 Parliame ;

\ VIDIIIL L 4

Perform a
death-defying
act.

T T TSIy
T T TOI I INSrrry

\Y 4

Give Heart Fund.
Give Heart Fund (1}
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/s &
<

7

NATURAL FOODS

We now carry a complete
line of organic produce
from California

New Location

17 St. Nicholas St.
(Just west of Yonge & Wellesley)

Hure Roc Longo

BEAUTY SALON

® Wedge cut
& Mini cut
® [talian-boy cut

760 Broadview (at Danforth)

e Surf Cut
e Pixie cut
e Poodie cut

e Feather cut
e Afro cut
e Dutch-boy cut

Telephone 466-9111

L AINEAM .

| HELPING TO BUILD A BETTER WORLD '

YOUR CONTRIBUTION

Jﬁ\,jj\ CAN MAKE THE DIFFERENCE

|

BOX 18,000 |
TORONTO HALIFAX |
OTTAWA ST. JOHN'S |

Opinion questionnaire

To help us put out a better paper, we would like
your ideas and opinions about 7 News. Please fill out
the questionaire below by checking off or writing in
your opinion. Then clip it and send it to us at 7
News.

1. How often do you read 7 News?
Every issue____ Usually___

Occasionally__ Rarely___

Do you usually get it delivered___ or pick it up___

3. Do you read:All of the paper__ Most of it__
Some of it__ Very little__

4. What in 7 News do you like? Or dislike? Would you like to see
more, less or the same of the following features? Check the appropri-

ate boxes beside each item.
Don’t Should Should Right
Like Like be morebe less Amount
of it of it as is
News stories

Community Calendar
Letters

Mementoes of Yesteryear
City Hall articles

Education and School news
Photos

Hamster cartoons

energy columns

advertisements
Poetry

Sports

Kids’ Stuff
Political features
Stories about

Local groups

Multicultural stories

Reviews
Bonita’s Eats
Other : Specify

5.What would you like to see in the paper that isn’t in it now?

6. What would you like to see changed in 7 News?

7. Is there anything in particular that you like or dislike about 7

News?

8. Any other suggestions or comments?

9. Your street

10. Your name (only if you want to give it )

Clip the questionnaire out of the paper and mail or bring it to 7 News,
265 Gerrard St. East, Toronto.

NOW OPEN

An English pub style restaurant.
Enjoy a good meal in an
amiable ambience at a
reasonable price. Fully
furnished with old English pub
antiques. Join our darts team
and play against other local
teams.

“YOUR LOCAL"
Fully Licensed
Under the LLBO

rent hike

continued from p. 1

The tenants association says
that on the day before the 1976
hearings, 39 new washers and
dryers were installed in 700 and
730 Ontario Street. Since then,
however, the new appliances
have been gradually replaced
with old machines which are in
poor working order.

One of the most contentious
expenses listed in Meridian’s
rent increase applications during
hearings, is the $50,000 paid to
Meridian Property Management
Limited by Barbara Apartmei.ts
Limited. Although Meridian
claims they only manage the Bar-
bara Apartments and are not the
owners, corporate data for 1976,
obtained from the Ministry of
Consumer and Commercial Rela-
tions, indicate that the com-
panies are not quite as indepen-
dent as Meridian likes to have
people believe.

Not only do Meridian Property
Management Limited and Bar-
bara Apartments Limited share a
common director, Morton
Merkur, but Meridian boss
Philip Roth is also a Barbara
director.

Another questionable practice
by Meridian that has been raised
at  therent review hearings, is
that audited statements which
are accepted as completely fac-
tual by rent review officers, are
prepared by a firm with con-
nections with Meridian. During
the 1976 hearing, a letter from
the firm’s auditors, Feldstein
Miller Bernstein Rich Men-
delson, was attached to an
audited statement of expenses
incurred on behalf of the Barbara
apartments.

The letter concluded with the
following statement: ‘““We are not
independent with respect to the
company because one of our
partners is a trustee of the trust
of some of the beneficial
shareholders.™

Although the auditors have
indicated that the above relation-
ship no longer exists, the Bar-
bara Tenants Association is still
not satisfied. Because the audi-
tors never indicated which
partner had connections with
“beneficial shareholders’’, there
is no way of checking whether
indeed this relationship no longer
exists.

Another sore point with the
Barbara tenants is the fact that
they must appear at rent review
hearings in small groups. This
situation has made it extremely
difficult for tenants to present
their case. Although rent review
legislation allows the rent review
officer to fix a common date for
hearings, this has been ignored.
Barbara Tenants Association is
now gearing up for the June 15
appeal against last month’s 20
per cent rent hike.

Located in Old Cabbagetown at 438 Parliament Street near Carlton. For reservations call

923-3611. Your hosts David & Diana Hemmings.

Open for lunches & Dinner 12 pm to 1 am




Call to drive racism from schools

By FRANCES WATMAN

Racism exists in our school
system, and while it is not possible
to legislate the way staff and stu-
dents feel and think, it is possible
and necessary to regulate their
behaviour in school in racial mat-
ters.

This is the premise of a 170-page
draft report issued last week by the
Sub-Committee on Race Relations
of the Toronto Board of Education.

The report, which follows a 14-
month study by the 18-member
committee — composed of
teachers, trustees, and members
of ethnic groups and the Ontario
Human Rights Commission and
chaired by past Board chairman
Doug Barr — proposes a wide
spectrum of reforms of the Toronto
school system.

Critics of the draft report charge
that the report is ‘“‘over-reactive”
and *‘too idealistic” in its approach
to the question of racism in the
schools.

But Doug Barr disagrees: ‘‘Rac-
iSm isn’t rampant in the Toronto
school system,” he says, but “‘it
does exist in our school system. Let
there be no mistake about that, and
no more argument about it.”’

The sub-committee, which
visited 19 elementary and sec-
ondary schools, held 8 public meet-
ings, received 43 formal briefs, and
issued three discussion papers, con-
cluded in its draft report that racism
does exist in the schools in the
forms of ‘‘banter, racist jokes,
name calling, teasing, discourteous
treatment, graffiti, stereotyping,
threats and vicious insujts, and
racial incidents involving violence.”

That the report is comprehensive
is apparent from its 159 detailed
recommendations. Recommenda-
tions are made for dealing with cur-
riculum, placement and assessment
of students, employment and pro-
motion practices, in-school racial
incidents of all kinds, extracurricu-
lar student activities, equal oppor-
tunity programming etc.

For example, the draft report
makes the following recommenda-
tions:

®school curriculum be reviewed so
that racially biased material may be
eventually withdrawn

® a race relations representative be
named by the principal in every
school to deal with racial incidents
and issues

® all school personnél from
teachers through caretaking staff be
liable to censure, discipline and
possible dismissal for racist
behaviour

® a process be set up whereby stu-
dents who are involved in racial
incidents be disciplined and
rehabilitated. For instance, a stu-
dent involved in racial incidents for
the third time within the same
school year may be suspended for
three to five days, and upon return-
ing to school, be assigned an essay
or project on race relations.

® school principals be responsible
for making sure that school
washroom walls are cleaned daily of
graffiti

Two issues that may spark critic-
ism of the report are the recommen-
dations around the promotion of
visible minority staff, and around
the continued use of racially biased
curriculum material.

The Sub-Committee Report dis-
cusses at length the practical and
philosophical problems of getting
visible minority staff in positions or
prominence within the school
system without actually putting
them there.

A quota system based on race was
discussed and discarded by the Sub-
Committee members as unfeasible,
Minority group members feit that if
quotas were implemented within the
Toronto school system the backlash
of criticism would be significant. At
a time when all school staff are fac-

. ing threats of joblessness, the hiring

and promotion of visible minority
personnel could be seen as a threat
to white staff’s positions especially if
the hiring and promotion was done
because the person was a member
of a visible minority, firstly, and sec-
ondly, was equally qualified for the

job.
In the face of the Sub-Commit-
tee’s rejection of quotas, it is

difficult to see how the stated ine-

quities of hiring and promotion
within the school system can ever be
rectified. The draft report makes
only one recommendation: that the
Ontario Human Rights Commission
help with planning positive recruit-
ment and hiring practices for the
Board. Basically, implementation of
the Committees proposals are aimed
at eliminating racially biased teach-
ing staff and not in hiring or pro-
moting members of racial
minorities.

The second criticism that can be
made of the draft report concerns its
recommendations concerning
racially biased curriculum material.
The recommendations are aimed at
pulling material which is deemed as
racially biased, replacing it with
acceptable material, and introducing
material in language and literature
courses from other cbuntries in
other languages — eg Portuguese
novels in Protuguese. But because
of financial considerations, the Sub-
Committee stops short of recom-
mending the immediate withdrawal
of any material other than more
cheaply replaceable audio visual and
other supplementary teaching aids
from the curriculum. While there is
a real problem in the cost factor of
immediately pulling racially biased
texts and replacing them with accep-
table material, there is certainly no
philosophical basis on which to sup-
port their continued inclusion. The
Sub-Committee, in recognizing this
dilemma, has recommended that
supplementary racially accurate
information be produced to coun-
teract the racially biased primary
material. The question re mains
how the continued use of standard
and biased texts can be counte-
nanced and whether any supple-
mentary material could carry equal
weight to, or offset the material in
such standard texts.

The final report of the Sub-Com-
mittee on Racism is expected to be
complete in October of this year.
The Sub-Committee is inviting
interested individuals and groups to
respond to its draft report, and is
planning a series of meetings for
consultation with the staff students.
parents and the community.
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Home
Services

...................................................................

A LEADER IN
PEST CONTROL
ES AND

N 3:4% [=
PRODUCTS

PEST CONTROL

OUR RETAIL STORE AT 434 QUEEN ST. E. (AT
SACKVILLE) CAN SUPPLY YOU WITH THE RIGHT
PRODUCTS AND INSTRUCTIONS TO DESTROY ROACHES,
FLEAS, BED BUGS, ANTS, SILVERFISH, RATS, MICE AND
ALL OTHER HOUSEHOLD PESTS.

IF YOU WISH, WE CAN ARRANGE FOR ONE OF OUR TRAINED AND
LICENSED SERVICEMEN TO ELIMINATE THESE PESTS FROM
YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS. FREE ESTIMATES - WORK
GUARANTEED.

BIKOE MFG. CO. LTD. 434 QUEEN ST. E. TORONTO.

W. Schmidt & Saunders
COMPLETE BUILDING RESTORATION
Sandblasting and Chemical Cleaning

FOR ESTIMATE CALL

469-1435

OR EVENINGS

252-4554

WYLIE INDUSTRIES

‘VI General Contractors

We specialize in additions and renovations.
Architectural services available.

274 Parliament St

368-4571

&

Members of the Toronto
Home Builders Association.

FORSALE 5 ft. left-hand bath tub and taps. 46 1-7870

W. PATRICK MAHONEY, advisor, Small Business
Advisory Council

HANDYMAN: cleaning, chimneys, windows, eaves-
troughs, garages, yards, cellars, painting, gardening,
trees cut and pruned, sod laid, small moving or any
odd jobs. Reasonable. 694-2856.

DOMINION DAY IN JAIL: poems against the
American takeover “adult” 32 pages, illus. $1.00 c/o
Unfinished Monument Press. 2128 Gerard St. E
Toronto

60 ACRES $25,000. 1350 feet of Waterfront, 2000
feet of Road frontage. Hydro. Taxes $40.00. Located
near Port Medway, Queen's County, N.S. Contact
Michael Airey, Mill Village, Nova Scotia

FOR SALE: Westinghouse Air Conditioner, 6500
BTU. 3 years old. Used for one summer Asking
$75.00 Call 923-1625 before 9 p.m

CAR WASH &
SERVICE CENTRE

St. Jamestown Texaco
(Parfiament & Amelia)
Guaranteed Repairs
921-2690

FOR SALE: Air conditioner, fedders, heavy duty,
10,000 B.T.U. $250.00 Freezer, Viking stand-up. 16
cu. ft. $225. Phone 96 1-3513. Evenings

TYPING SERVICE: Manuscripts, theses, general.
Fast, accurate. Will pickup and deliver in Don Vale
$7.00 per hour. 961-3513

ROOMS AVAILABLE: in Co-op near Broadview &
Gerrard. Non-smokers preferred. Phone 966-7122
(days) or 465-4572 (evenings)

CUSTOM FURNITURE RE-UPHOLSTERY. Oid-
fashioned quality and pride of craftsmanship, free
estimates, pick up, and delivery, modern, and antique
furniture. 535- 1537

NEED MONEY? Become a Wanda Beauty Coun
sellor. Full or part-time. We train you. If interested call
Alice 466-1577

ten cents for each additional word.

§428092| 3142

CLASSIFIED ADS

7 News Classified Ads cost $2.50 paid in advance for 25 words or less:

Fill in the coupon below and mail to 265 Gerrard St. E.

garden, now to Sept. 15 on Sackville St. at Gerrard
Hour per day weekdays; $4.50/hr. Call 962-4838

GARDENER WANTED 1o keep up fine back yafdj
362-4762

RECONDITIONED VACUUM CLEANERS various
models, excellent condition, guaranteed. Will deliver
and demonstrate. 961-2670 and 267-9714

FOR SALE: 20" portable Sears colour TV. 5 years,
old. Recently overhauled and in good working con-
dition. $150.00 phone 921-1602 after 5 p.m. and
weekends

SENIOR CITIZENS — Hotel Room — No Bath @

................................

' MAC’S VACUUM |
; CLEANER SERVICE |
| Workmanship Guaranteed ‘;
Reduced Rate to |
Senior Citizens
‘ Phone 921-2670 or 267-9714

TRUCK

AND DRIVER AVAILABLE FOR

Small Moving Jobs
Light Delivery Work
Reasonable Rates

Call Les at

921-2876

Home Repairs & Renovations
concrete and brickwork
Stone waterproof porches
Free estimates
Angelo Paidoman
112 Bellefair Ave
691-5322
B-1553

Antique Building Supplies

Victorian Fencing & Posts

Ornamented Metal Ceilings
Gaslamps with Posts
Cast Iron Patio Furniture

Showroom & Warehouse
1187 Queen St. E. 469-4030
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- $7 for 7 News

7 News needs your help to become completely independent.
You can help by becoming a supporting member, for $7 (or
whatever you can afford). The names of all our supporting

members will be published at the end of the campaign.

your last chance

It was said a long time ago, but it still holds true.
United we stand. Divided we fall.

For many people, and for the community as a
whole, these are tough times. We’re getting it from
all sides: unemployment, inflation, pollution, cut-
backs in services, etc., etc., etc. To protect
ourselves, and our future, we have to stick together.

In Ward 7, 7 News exists io help draw attention to
problems and to give support and publicity to
people who are organizing to do something about
them.

But we need money to keep on doing that. To date,
the response to our supporting membership drive
has been excellent. We're really happy with the sup-
port we’re getting from the community.

BUT — each new membership makes it that much
easier for us to do our job properly. We would
appreciate yours, if you haven’t become a member
yet. This is the last issue in which we’re running our
appeal — so now is the time. Just fill out the coupon.

| Name _ Phone

. Address

| enclose in cash or cheque

| or postdated cheques : i

Please make all cheques payable to Seven News. Our mailing address is 265

Gerrard St. East, Toronto. If you would like your donation to remain anonymous,
please check here

Come one,
come all

Doing anything on Thursday evening? If you aren’t, we've got a
suggestion for you:

What: 7 News General Meeting and Potluck Dinner.

When: Thursday, June 8, 6:00 p.m.

Where: Central Neighbourhood House, 349 Ontario St.

Who: Anyone who lives or works in the Ward 7 area is invited to
come, It’s a good chance to meet 7 News staff, volunteers, and board.

Why: Hear about what’s been happening at 7 News and what’s
planned for the future. Meet and talk to people. Express your ideas

Membership Campaign
Scoreboard

Memberships sent in or
renewed up to Wednesday May

and opinions about 7 News. Have a delicious dinner. Have a good 31 180
$2320

time. Amount contributed
How: Just show up. If you can, bring along something for the pot-
luck dinner, but it isn’t necessary.

“An Association of Business and Professional Men and Women Bound to the Community in Service”

WARD 7 BUSINESS &
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION

JOAN LAVERS
WHAT’S COOKING?
555 PARLIAMENT ST.

GILLIAN BROOK

TERRY MARTEL REAL ESTATE LTD.
169 DANFORTH AVE.

169 DANFORTH AVE.

MRS. MIRIAM RAND

TERRY MARTEL REAL ESTATE LTD.
169 DANFORTH AVE.

gé\SBOL ANN OUTRAM
548 PARLIAMENT ST.

MALCOLM R.A.

TERRY MARTEL REAL ESTATE LTD.

Booze
discussed

By KARIN JOEVEER

Twenty-five people came out a
health forum on ‘‘Alcohol’” held at
the South Riverdale Community
Health Centre last month. Panelist
Carol MacMillan from the Don-
wood Institute described both Don-
wood’s short term intensive treat-
ment program for alcoholics, and
the two year follow-up approach.
She pointed out there their fee
schedule is flexible in order to meet
the varying needs of clients at Don-
wood.

Mike Rachlis, a doctor at the
health centre, stressed that alcohol
is currently a major health problem,
and that its abuse accounts for half
of all fatal traffic accidents and
homicides.

A member of Al-Anon, a self-
help group for families of
alcoholics, struck responsive chords
in the audience as she described
how living with alcoholism has
made her emotionally ill, and how
Al-Anon had helped her change
her behaviour to overcome the
situation. Her message was to “‘lay
off the alcohol’” and *“‘to stop being
the nagging wife’’, an approach that
had worked for her and others in
Al-Anon.

During the question period
several people wondered why there
were not more facilities for teenage
alcoholics, and opposition was
voiced to the practice of some
physicians of prescribing drugs such
as valium to alcoholics, as the feel-
ing was that such drugs could be
abused along with alcohol.

MADSEN

EDITH LILIAN JUSTIN
JUSTIN & JUSTIN REALTOR
294 GERRARD ST. E.

JOHN PALOC
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT

259 BERKELEY ST.

DR. ROGER JONES
TORONTO DANCE THEATRE
80 WINCHESTER




