Regent Park finally signs contract with Ontario Housing Corporation

by ULLI DIEMER

The Regent Park Community Improve-
ment Association (RPCIA) has signed a
Tenant-Management Contract with the On-
tario Housing Corporation (OHC). The ag-
reement is the first official contract that
gives tenants a say in the management of
public housing. For this reason, the contract
is considered a breakthrough for public

housing tenants’ groups across Canada.
The contract creates a Management Ad-
visory Board made up of four tenants and
four OHC representatives. It also provides
money for administrative and office ex-

penses.

The signing followed lengthy negotiation
between RPCIA and OHC. There was dis-
agreement over the make-up the Manage-

ment Advisory Board, over the eligibility of
tenants in default of their rent, over money,
and over the administration of the contract.
RPCIA are not totally satisfied with the con-
tract, but feel that it provides a workable
basis on which to proceed. The contract
only covers one year. A new contract is due
to be signed in 1977, and negotiations on it
are expected to start almost immediately.

According to the RPCIA, the ultimate
goal is to put the management of Regent
Park into the hands of its tenants. The cur-
rent contract is a step in that direction, al-
though there is still a long way to go, thanks
to the reluctance of the OHC. However, the
future of the concept now depends on how
well the RPCIA and the tenants of Regent
Park use the current program.
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24 homeless from 3 fires

Four people were sent to hospital and fourteen people are homeless as the result of two

fires in two days in Meridian owned properties in South St.

Three days later, a fire: gutted
the interior of 338 Sackville Street
in Don Vale, leaving two large
families homeless. No one was in-
jured in that blaze as no one was
home at the time. Children playing
with matches are thought to have
been the cause.

When the first fire broke out at
205 Wellesley Street East at 9:30
a.m. on Wed. May 19, Linda
Abotossaway grabbed for the fire
alarm but it didn’t work. She then
ran to the apartment of Mrs. Au-
drey Vecchiola in the same house
and shouted, ‘“Hold my baby, my
house is on fire!™

Avenue.

Brian Doucette of 45 Rose Av-
enue said, ‘I heard someone shout
‘Fire, fire!’ I ran out. There was a
woman hanging from the second
floor window. Her head was obs-
cured by black smoke. I found a
ladder but it was too short. People
from the house were wandering
around in a daze.

““When the fire truck came, the
fireman started to unroll their
hoses. 1 pointed to the woman
hanging out the window. A fire-
man grabbed a ladder off the truck
and ran to the house.™’

Mrs. Govereau, the woman

Jamestown.

Comer, saved the kids, "’ explained
Mrs. Govereau. “*Allan is two and
little Walter is only six months.”’
Firemen carried Walter Gov-
ereau and Gerry Cook out of the
house unconscious. They were
rushed to Wellesley hospital along
with Mrs. Govereau. Another
woman, ‘‘Angel,’”” was examined
and discharged by the hospital.
Although damage to the very
large house was restricted to one
room, City Inspector Mr. Henrika
ordered the house boarded up.
Nine people were left homeless.
City by-laws state that if a fam-
ily shares a house with more than

said, **Twas at school and I saw the  told the firemen to g m&%ﬁ%&&t gistered as a rooming house and

smoke. I knew it was my house.”

No one was injured but the
apartment was completely gutted.
Five people were made homeless
when the two apartments had to be
boarded up. The Fire Department
is investigating the cause of the fire
alarm failure.

Residents of Rose Avenue were
awakened at 1:30 a.m. on Thurs-
day, May 20 by the screams of
Mrs. Helen Govereau of 56 Rose

back and help the people there.”’
** Angel fell out of the second floor
window at the back,’” said Andy
Solomon, who lived on the second
floor.

**The fireman dropped his lad-
der and ran around the back,"’ said
Brian Doucette. “‘I put it up, but it
was too short too. Then the fire-
men came with an extension lad-
der.”’

**My brother-in-law, Hubert
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Dixon Hall to hold
street dance in June

The fourth annual Open House
of Chester Villege is being held on
Saturday, June 5, from 2 p.m. to 4
p.m. at 717 Broadview Ave. For
more information call Mary Mac-
donald at 466-2173.

A multicultural Spring Festival
will be held at Morse Street Pub-
lic School, 180 Carlaw Avenue on
Sat. June 5 from 3 p.m. on. Spon-
sored by the Riverdale Intercul-
tural Committee, this community
celebration will have performing
artists and cultural displays with
music, dances, art, food and
audio-visuals presented by differ-
ent ethnic groups in the Riverdale
area.

Children between the ages of 3
to 12 wanting to go to the Dixon
Hall Day Camp can register at
Dixon Hall, 58 Sumach Street be-
tween 9:30 and 5 p.m. on Mon.
June 21.

Central Neighbourhood House
is celebrating its 65th birthday on
Sept. 18, 1976. Special events to
be held during the summer months

are in the planning process.
Former CNH members or people
who know of any are asked to con-
tact CNH at 925-4363.

A Pedal Power Workshop for
teens and adults will be held in the
basement of 265 Gerrard St. East
on Thursday June 3 at 7 p.m. Guest
speaker will be T. A. Sandcliffe
from Sandy’s Cycle Shop.

A street dance will be held in
front of Dixon Hall at 58 Sumach
Street on Fri. June 25 starting at 6
p.m. There will be two bands plus
games, a bake sale and a rummage
sale. All are welcome.

More VIP's: Former Argonaut
football player Mel Profit, now
with Global TV has recently
moved into a house on Berkeley
Street just south of Gerrard.

The Cabbagetown Boxing and
Youth Club has been awarded a
Wintario grant of $1,533 for the
purchase of boxing equipment.

Dixon Hall, 58 Sumach Street

Continued on pg. 5

smoke detectors and fire alarms

must be installed.
Number 56 Rose Avenue was

not registered as a rooming house
and contained no smoke detectors
or fire alarms. Mr. Henriks, the
City Inspector on the scene exp-
lained, *‘I have checked the house
several times and there were only
two families living there.™
However, a check of the occup-
ants showed that Andrew and Eve-
lyn Solomon and their two years
old son shared the ground floor
with Andy’s cousin Wally since

December.
Gerry Cook lived on the second

floor since January. Mr. and Mrs.
Govereau and their two children
moved in around the 1st of May.
Thus in addition to the three mem-
bers of the Solomon family, there
were six other rent paying tenants
in the house.

There were three other adults
also sleeping in the house at the
time of the fire.

A concerned neighbour, Robert
Olsen of 281 Wellesley East feels
there was an obvious violation of
City by-laws. *‘I thought both
Gerry and Walter were dead when
they were carried out. I don’t think
the City intends to make an inves-
tigation. I think that they will cover
the whole thing up as quietly as
possible.”’

Clarence Ivary of 62 Howard
Street was the landlord of both the
houses in South St. Jamestown
which caught fire. The fire dam-
aged house on Sackville Street was
owner occupied.
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508 Parliament Street. Its yearly Christmas decorations won it
an award in the recent ‘‘Beautify Toronto’’ campaign.

Tenants win house award

Tenants, because they have no
equity involved, are generally con-
sidered to have no concern with the
aesthetics of their accommodation.
And tenants who are concerned are
blocked from taking action be-

cause their rent will be raised if

they do anything to spruce-up their
unit.

It is therefore delicious irony
that a tenant-occupied house in
Ward Seven should get a **Home
owner Award’’ in the 1975
Beautify Toronto Campaign.

The house is located at 508 Par-
liament Street (the northern most
of the four houses between Raxlan
Clinic and the Liquor store) and the
award went to the principal ten-
ants, Steve and Janet Black.

The house received the award
because of the Christmas lights and
decorations that beautify it every

yuletide season. Well-known to
passersby in the area, the house
last season had a Christmas card in
lights on the lawn, a Santa Claus
on the roof and 27 sets of lights
framed the verandah and windows.

The house occupied by the
Black’s is also famous for its look
in the spring, summer and fall.
Around the 24th of May of each
year, the Blacks put in a luxurious,
well-trimmed lawn, decorative
lawn ornaments and beautiful
flower beds and potted plants. By
comparison, the front lawns of the
houses to the south of them look
like disaster areas.

The Blacks have lived at 508
Parliament for 16 years and seen
three owners come and go. The
house is presently owned by the
City of Toronto and was part of a
recent purchase from Meridian.

Seven News celebrates birthday

The next issue of SEVEN
NEWS will be Volume 7, Number
1 — which means it is our sixth
birthday. As in previous years, the
back page of that issue will be a

giant Birthday Card wishing us a
Happy Birthday and it will contain
the names of all the people who
want to wish us a Happy Birthday.

If you would like to see your

name in the paper, wish us a happy
birthday, and help us out finan-
cially, give us a call at 920-8632.
The deadline is June 7 and the cost
is only $5.00.




2 — SEVEN NEWS — May 29, 1976

%M is a community-owned newspaper published every other
Saturday by Seven News, Inc., 265 Gerrard St. East. Editorial offices are located at
80 Winchester Street, phone 920-8632. SEVEN NEWS does not support any
political party or individual and invites all members of the community to write for it.
Any opinon expressed in SEVEN NEWS are those of the individual writer and do
not represent the views of the staff or publishing organization. Where errors of fact
are brought to our attention,” we will print a suitable correction.

PAID STAFF: Managing Editor, Norman Browne; Business Manager, Ulli Diemer;
Distribution Manager, Phil Jalsevac; Production Manager, David Ruppel; Volun-
teer Co-ordinator, Ulli Diemer; Advertising Manager, Jim Fulton.
VOLUNTEER STAFF: General assistant: Tom Corbett; Typing: Linda Bradley, Jill
McCrostie; Proofreading: Elizabeth Wilson, Karel Horsley; Billing: Dorothy
Bushey; Subscription mailing: Ralph Cunningham.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Jack Cooper, Alan Dudeck, Bill Lee, Jordan Hill, Carol
Finlay, John Cheng, Roop Sharma, Tom Corbett and Bev Coney.

LETTERS ¢

School objects to photo

Dear SIR:

I am writing on behalf of the
staff of Our Lady of Lourdes
School to express concern regard-
ing a picture which appeared on the
front page of the May Ist issue of
Ward 7 News. As a group working
with children in the area in which
these papers are distributed, we
find it difficult to understand why
such a picture was chosen as a
winning photo, and why it would
appear in a paper which has been,
and is, of such value in this com-

munity. We are trying to teach val-
ues which will prepare our children
to live effectively as good citizens
in today’s world. The printed word
is vital in helping to instill such
values.
Sr. Moira & Staff,
Our Lady of Lourdes School
(EDITOR’S NOTE: But values
aren’t static — they change.
The Danforth Library and
Seven News are only reflecting
those changed community
valués .. 5istee it NGB)

Controversial photo

Wrong date for birthday

Dear Norman:

My heartiest congratulations to
your paper on your sixth birthday.
Maybe you didn’t notice but Vol-
ume One, Number One is dated
May 29, 1970 — the same month
and day as this issue. I hope both
you and I are around to wish you a
happy twelfth birthday.

Good luck and keep up the good

work. William Bryan

Wyatt Walk.
(EDITOR’S NOTE: Thank you
for point out a fact that was
completely overlooked by our
staff — that this and not next
issue is our birthday issue.
However, it’s too late and we
will have to go ahead and celeb-
rate our birthday next issue as
planned: i oiviiginmel NGB)

An unique opportunity exists for an independent
individual to work in a community law office, Park-
dale Community Legal Services, as a lay advocate.

Work will include community legal education
concentrated in the areas of welfare, workmen’s
compensation and unemployment insurance as
well as legal services in the same areas.

We are looking for someone with a commitment
to community law who is prepared to assume re-
sponsibility. Previous experience in dealing with
bureaucracies would be useful. Knowledge of other
languages is an asset. Preference will be given to
residents of the Parkdale community.

Applications should be submitted as soon as

possible to:

PARKDALE COMMUNITY LEGAL SERVICES,
1267 Queen Street West,

TORONTO, Ontario.

Attention: Ms Mary Hogan
Call 531-2411 for more information.

Nellies Hostel faces funding crisis

by PAULA FAINSTST

Nellie’s Women's Hostel, on
Broadview near Dundas, attempts
to reduce the brutality on women’s
lives by providing a place where
women can come when they need a
place to stay and don’t have
enough money in their pockets to
be able to afford a place of their
own. More and more women are
leaving intolerable home situations
to find themselves with little or no
money of their own after years of
hard labour in their homes. And
now, as more women feel the ef-
fects of the cutbacks in their pock-
ets, the service Nellie's offers be-
comes even more crucial. As it is,
there are 600 emergency beds for
men in Toronto, while there are 68
for women and 80 for families.

The shelter has been struggling
to survive as a 24 hour a day
emergency housing centre for
women since it opened two years
ago. The problem of adequate
funding and a manageable world
and has been a constant crisis for
the staff.

Now the government’s cutbacks
have thrust the staff at Nellie’s
along with the many women who
use the service even further into
crisis. Nellie’s financial situation
is more precarious than ever,
which means that the shelter con-
tinues to be understaffed and the
staff overworked while the budget
runs at a deficit. Metro Social Ser-
vices has a purchase of service con-
tract with Nellie’s, by which they
recognize the need for a women’s
shelter but will not cover more than
80% of the operating costs. And
the shelter never knows when it
might be next on the list of Metro’s
‘‘restraints’’.

Other funding sources are dona-
tions and short term grants which
are constantly being sought but
which have not been able to fill up
the gap adequately. For the coming
year, Nellie’s needs an added
$20,000 simply to maintain its pre-
sent level of operation.

Nellie's is hardly alone in facing
a financial crisis. Along with the
many other social services in simi-
lar precarious situations, the seven
staff at the shelter see the daily
implications of the cutbacks on the
women who stay there.

Women come to the shelter from
many situations. Many women,
including battered wives, are leav-
ing or have been kicked out by a
husband or boyfriend; some have
been evicted illegally or their gov-

Youth boarding
house planned
in Regent Park

Plans are underway to set up a
youth boarding house in Regent
Park for young people 16 years of
age and over with no visible means
of support.

A committee with members
from churches and agencies based
in Regent Park has been meeting to
plan the project and get it started.
They describe the purpose as being
‘“to provide a stable living situa-
tion for these youth for a period of
4-6 months, enabling the helping
agencies to better provide service,
eventually returning them as pro-
ductive citizens in the commun-
ity.”” They would all be past or
present residents of Regent Park
who have been displaced from
their home for one reason or
another.

The house would be staffed by a
live-in youth worker. The initial
set-up cost is estimated to be
$3,680.

ernment cheques are late; some
have been discharged from gov-
ernment institutions or hospitals
with no money, some are teenagers
trying to make a go of things on
their own only to find that there are
no jobs and that they are no longer
qualified for welfare assistance.
Many are simply women who
can’t find a place to live which they
can afford, as reasonable housing
for older women, women with
children and women with psychiat-

ric histories is especially difficult
to come by.

The cutbacks in welfare along
with a lack of jobs and daycare
means that it becomes more and
more difficult for women to get
and hold on to money of their own

Nellie’s Women'’s Hostel is lo-
cated at 275 A Broadview Ave.
Women who need a temporary
place to stay or would like more
information should phone the hos-
tel at 461-1084.

Wrong budget priorities

by ALAN DUDECK

The Ontario Government has, in recent months, been citing the
need to demonstrate spending restraint and responsible government,
as the primary rationalization for the substantial reductions it has
proposed in the area of social services and health care.

The most recent Queen’s Park proposals and antics relating to
health care costs clearly illustrate the Tories’ reluctance to seriously
evaluate the ways in which they will spend nearly 3 billion dollars on
health care. To suggest that financial responsibility was the reason for
Frank Miller’s hospital-closing visits is preposterous both in terms of
the way the Health Minister was going about his chore and more
significantly in terms of the effect of his actions. The potential savings
of $50 million dollars on hospital spending out of over $1.5 billion is
in itself not very much. Although critics have long chastized the
Province for putting so much of the health care dollar into costly
institutional care, the callous closing of hospitals on a basis unclear to
the public, in order to save a few dollars, does not come close to
meeting the deserved criticism.

Priorities for health care

The debate should be in terms of the priorities for health care in this
province. Advocates of extended and much more comprehensive
primary health care as opposed to increasing instituti i
find no solace in the current hospital ClOSINgs. The ClOSINgs come Wi
nothing else. Rather than point to the need for proper funding and
development of localized clinical and preventive health services, the
Minister of Health in his earlier musings about spending restraints
reflected on the emerging community health centres as a questionable
priority. This question in the Minister’s mind, when in all of Ontario
last year, only 18 community health centres (of which only nine are
community-directed) were funded with less than 3 million dollars.

There are a number of reasons why hospital spending is taking too
much of our health dollar. The introduction of universal hospital
insurance took place ten years before medical coverage was im-
plemented. Canadians had an incentive to be hospitalized, and to
benefit from free drugs and surgical supplies. Private insurance cover-
age which then existed, generally covered physicians’ services in the
hospital but not necessarily in the office such that the physician also
had an incentive to hospitalize patients.

Millions of dollars

The above factor together with the tremendous outlay for capital
construction during the 60’s meant and continues to result in insuffi-
cient import given to appropriate and accountable primary health
services. The expenditure of hundreds of millions of dollars to private
practitioners on a fee for service basis does not necessarily provide
adequate primary care. Local ventures such as the Don District Com-
munity Health Centre have been very useful both in its benefit to the
community and in terms of direct experience with the inequities within
the overall health system. Among the problems faced by the Centre
and the public generally are the following:

a) Refusal of the Province to fund the range of services which are
badly needed, thus minimally funding only clinical functions, i.e. the
services of physicians and nurses.

b) Continuing fragmentation of services at all levels including the
unnecessary confusion and ineffectiveness between functions of the
Ministry-of Health and the Ministry of Community and Social Ser-
vices.

¢) Unwillingness of the Province to develop its spending and prog-
ramme priorities in terms of users’ needs. Health needs are being
expressed by members of the public, but rarely does the Province
implement programmes designed to accommodate such needs.

The above points are not cited to argue against a role for hospital or
institutional care; however, the assertion is being made that without
proper development of localized, accountable and comprehensive
clinical and preventive health services, the taxpayer will continue to
spend vast sums on the institutional alternatives.

By virtue of the Tories’ desperate attempts to control the flow of
funds, health care and its costs are presently very much a matter of
public discussion. That in itself is valuable. Rather than considering
the question of closing hospitals in isolation from the overall health
picture, pressure should be on Queen’s Park to realign its health
priorities such that the public is getting full value for the tremendous
costs of health care.
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Mission sets up house for ex-skidrow men

Fred Victor Mission has bought
a house located at 149 Seaton
Street and plans to use it as an
experimental, non-institutional
means of rehabilitating ex-skid
row men.

One of the purposes of Fred Vic-
tor Mission is to deal with and try
to eliminate skid row. Many of the
men they deal with want to get out
of skid row and a network of com-
munity service people has been
created to deal with the skid row
problem.

On the fourth floor of their
building at 139 Jarvis, the Mission
has put together what they call a
‘‘short-term community prog-
ram’’. Intensively screened men,
wanting to get off skid row, are
housed there for a period of six
weeks, undergo counselling and
are given as much help as possible.

The house at 149 Seaton Street
has been set up as the next step in
this program. Designed to take six
or seven men from an institutional
to a partial family setting, the
house is presently undergoing re-
novations with a planned opening

Photo by Steven Evans

in late June or July.
The ‘house was bought last
summer for $62,000 from Marion

Service who ran it as a communal
rooming house. Renovations are
estimated to cost around $15,000.

In explaining the concept behind
the house, Dave Bowman, Out-
reach Representative of the Mis-
sion said it was a first for Fred
Victor and would be under con-
tinuous evaluation.

Mr. Bowman stated that Fred
Victor Mission didn’t want to be
just a large institution going it
alone with the skid row problem.
The house, he said, *‘would be an
example to the community and
other institutions."’

The men who move into the
house will have their own bed-
sitting rooms and use a communal
kitchen and washrooms. The ten-
ants will run the house themselves
in consultation with staff of the
Mission. Their length of stay is
open-ended and they may live
there up to two years.

Initial reaction from neighbour-
ing homeowners has been negative
but Mr. Bowman feels that greater
consultation with the community
will help solve this problem.

Student exchange trip a success

by MARY CHANG

(EDITOR’S NOTE: Recent
news items in 7 News stated
that Rose Avenue Public
School was fund-raising to send
some of their students on an ex-
change trip with students from
a school in Pittsburgh. We
asked the teacher in charge,
Steve Koning, to do a story on
the event or get his students to
do so. He submitted reports
from 15 students — the best of
which is printed below.)

A few days ago the kld§ “from

Rose Avenue Public School (in
Toronto) had an exchange with the
kids from Boyd Elementary
School (Pittsburgh, Pennsyl-
vania). The exchange was a big
step for the grade sixes.

There were at least 95 kids in-

Alpha school

by RON AUSTIN

Alpha, the only publically
funded alternative elementary
school of its kind in Toronto is
located here in Ward Seven. It was
established four years ago by a
group of parents who were con-
cerned with the quality of educa-
tion offered their children in the
regular public schools.

Located on the third floor of the
Broadview YMCA, just south of
Gerrard Street, Alpha’s physical
setting and size are two obvious
contrasts with other public
schools.

About forty children between
the ages of five and twelve attend
the school. The Toronto School
Board pays the salary of two
teachers and a part-time co-
ordinator. Parents of the children
attending the” school are expected
to assist the staff in the day-to-day
activities of Alpha.

The children attending the
school are expected to make re-
sponsible decisions concerning
their work habits and other ac-
tivities. Besides the basic skills of
mathematics, reading and writing,
art, language studies, dramatics,
free play and outings are part of the
program.

Alpha considers learning
through experience more valuable
than abstract learning. For exam-
ple, the children operate a snack
bar and store where they gain prac-
tical experience in writing and

volved in the exchange. About 44
students were representing Rose
Avenue and about 51 students
were from Boyd Elementary.
When the Torontonians went to
Pittsburgh, they had a ball there.
They saw the Duquesne Incline,
Aqua Zoo, Twilight Zoo, Fort Pitt,
Gateway Clippers and went on a
ride on the Ohio River. When the
students from Pittsburgh came
here, they saw the Science Centre,
Casa Loma, the Royal Ontario
Museum, toured City Hall, the

T-D Centre and Centre Island

When we went there, we had a
five-day trip but three days were
spent visiting at other places on the
way down and back. The students
from Pittsburgh stayed here three
days. When we went there and
when they came here we stayed

A child at Alpha School modeling clay.

math.

Alpha tries to give the children a
reasonably non-sexist orientation
through the role examples set by
the adults. It also refrains from
making artificial distinctions bet-
ween boys’ and girls’ activities.

A high value is also placed on
what the children can learn from
each other in the course of their
social interaction and much of their
time is spent in this way. Disputes
among the children are resolved by
a committee of their peers with

over at their homes and they stayed
at our homes.

The three teachers who were in
charge of the exchange were Steve
Koning and Stauffer Smith of Rose
Avenue School and Mr. Dittner
from the Pittsburgh school.

I am sure this trip was a chal-
lenge for all or most of the kids.
The Rose Avenue kids spent about
$2,069.31 to make the trip. I can
imagine the Pittsburgh kids also
spent a lot of money and effort to
make the trip a memorable experi-

ence. All of the students from both

mmmmj

for a lovely trip.

Also, we picked the right year to
go to Pittsburgh because it is their
country’s Bi-centennial birthday.
So to our American friends, who
may read this article, ‘‘Happy
200th Birthday'’

seeks area students

very little adult interfer-
ence. The committee
changes regularly to
give each child in the
school an opportunity to
participate.

There is also an em-
phasis placed on getting
the children out of the
school and into the
community for direct
experience in the world
at large.

parents, staff members
and volunteers in the
school make decisions
governing the operation
and philosphy
of the school. As well, students
and staff meet regularly as a group
to discuss and plan the daily ac-
tivities of the school.

Although Alpha is located in
Ward Seven, most of its students
come from outside the immediate
area. However, it is anxious to
draw new students from the area.
Anyone who feels their child might
benefit from going to Alpha or is
interested in visiting Alpha should
contact the co-ordinator at
461-4056.

city hall
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General meetings of

City must provide
more decent housing

by JANET HOWARD
Ward 7 Alderman

When the City Housing Department’s 1976 Policy Review and
recommendations came to the Committee on Neighbourhoods, Hous-
ing, Fire and Legislation recently, those of us in the Reform Caucus
made some substantial changes to it.

The Policy Review is a document put out by the Housing Department
setting out what has happened over the past year both as to what they
have achieved and what is new in the whole realm of housing, and what
they think they can and should accomplish in the coming year.

It is a brave exercise. Given the difficulty of making Federal and
Provincial housing programmes fit the needs of large cities, the depart-
ment leaves itself open to heavy criticism if it cannot achieve the targets
set for itself. Some members of City Council — mostly a group known
as the Old Guard, leftovers from the days when city government was a
rubber stamp for big developers — want all housing to come from
private, profit making industry.

The rest of Council believes the City has an important function in
filling the gaps left by private industry, and some of us, including both
Ward 7 aldermen, feel strongly that the private developers have done
too many people too much harm over the years for us to let them
determine what gets built for whom.

If you look around Ward 7 you will see there is no shortage of houses
for people to buy. The shortage lies in people with enough money to buy
them, after speculators have puffed up the prices. Similarly, in spite of
the much discussed low vacancy rate in apartment buildings, I have yet
to hear of a person with enough money to pay a high rent who cannot
find an apartment (unless the person has children.)

The Reform Caucus wanted the City's housing policy to work for
three things: put some real strength into its commitment to a non-profit
programme for Toronto, through both the City of Toronto Non-Profit
Corporation and private non-profit groups; clearly state the worsening
situation for half of thg pnpul.mon of Toronto with regard to housing;
nd p L 10 al «.rnlngnl \\hld) show the extent
tov ch prival dqust 3 lﬂquwm
the lower hdlt of the income range, or cool dovun xpeculauon in land.

Companies are in business to make money. The lower half of the
income range is not the group that will contribute the highest profits,
and therefore developers do not build for them. Most government
programmes are geared to help the developers build profitably, and
therefore the housing provided under those programmes reach middle
income people at best.

Access to decent housing

The City's job, on the other hand, is to see to it that all of its residents
have access to decent housing. There is to reason to believe that at this
late date developers are going to solve that problem for us. So the
question arises: Should we continue to accept a worsening situation for
half of our residents and make do with the existing ways of getting
housing built, or should we come out fighting and make it clear to the
development industry and senior levels of government that Canada’s
second largest city has too great a responsibility to its residents to allow
housing policy to be determined by the amount of money developers
can make?

The majority of Council isn’t quite ready to fight. For example,
Council voted down the committee’s amendment to ask the province to
continue rent control beyond 1977; voted down our deletion of targets
for developer-built housing; voted against a policy to allow profit-
making builders to build only if half the units would be available to
households with incomes below the median; and voted down our
statements that housing should not be treated like any other profit-
making commodity. The fact that some of our amendments carried in
Council and we have had some successes in changing housing policy
over the past couple of years to reflect the urgency of housing the lower
half of the income range show that even fans of the development
industry are having to admit that developers are unable to do our job for
us, even if they wanted to.

But by the time the majority of City Council gets around to taking a
very strong stand, economic conditions will make the problems harder
to solve and an awful lot of people will have been hurt.

V & W CONTRACTORS

* Brick Work
* Basement Waterproofing
* Concrete Work

FREE ESTIMATES

466-6672

* Eavestrough Cleaning

* Dry Wall
* Roofing Shingle Flats
* Chimney Work

465-6376

7 NEWS REQUIRES A
DISTRIBUTION MANAGER

This is a full-time position until June 25, 1976. It is part-time
after that date. Salary is $132.00 a week.
The successful candidate for the position:

— Must have a car or access to one.

— Be a self-starter.

— Should be familiar with the Ward Seven area.

— Should have other newspaper skills and experience.

Application forms are available at the 7 News office, 80 Win-
chester St. For information, phone Norman Brown at
920-8632.




4 — SEVEN NEWS — May 29, 1976

Distributor of the week

by PHIL JALSEVAC

Vince Geddes is one of Seven
News's more unique distributors.
On delivery day, Vince will be

dropping off literally thousands of

copies of the paper to people’s
homes, local merchants, commun-
ity centres and social service agen-
cies.

If this sounds like a big route,
you're right, for it covers practi-
cally all of Ward 7.

Of course, the catch is that the
youngster will drop off anywhere
from 25 to 300 copies at each
single delivery point which admit-
tedly is not the same thing as going
from door to door with a single
copy for each home. Nonetheless,
no matter the size of the bundles, it
is no small feat for a young fellow

Body Politi

v Liberation Journa

Gay?

You’'re not alone.

Subscriptions: S2 50/6 1ssues $4 US (Add $!
for first class) The Body Politic. Dept TG. Box
7283 Stn A Toronto. Canada MSW 1X9

to help get close to 20,000 copies
of Seven News out to the residents
of Ward 7.

On our newspaper, Vince is
what we call the “*hopper’’. He
drives around with our distribution
manager and hustles and bustles at
each stop to get the papers into
stores and onto our other dis-
tributors’ doorsteps.

Though other hoppers have been
used on occasion, and their efforts
are appreciated too, Vince has
been the most consistently availa-
ble for this work and volunteered
to help on many delivery days over
the months.

Admitting that though schooling
isn’t exactly his favourite hobby or
most active interest, the blond-
haired youth still has some ambi-
tions to one day become a lawyer.
He admits he’ll have *“‘to work a
little harder though’’ to do this.

Some days you'll spot Vince en-
joying the TV at the Don Vale
Community Centre, and occasion-
ally lending a hand to the mainte-
nance man there also. He has a
wide array of friends on and
around Metcalfe St. where he
lives, where the local ‘‘gang’’ is
often found engaging in that pe-
rennial Canadian past-time — road
hockey. Other times, he gets to-
gether with his buddies at an in-

Thanks to the many vol-
unteers who helped on
this issue.

Ontario

practices.

tario tickets sold.
Lottery,

well.

out further public notice.

31, 1976.

ONTARIO LOTTERY
CORPORATION

INVITES

APPLICATIONS FOR
DISTRIBUTORSHIPS

The Ontario Lottery Corporation from time to
time has territories come available in various parts of
the Province for the distribution of Wintario tickets.

A distributor is required to be actively engaged on
a full time basis in the operation of the distributorship,
each distributor must employ adequate sales person-
nel, and maintain sound accounting and clerical office

Wintario distributors are independent business-
men working on a commission basis. A distributor is
required to pre-pay for Wintario tickets and re-sell
them to the 500 or so Wintario retail outlets in his
territory. The current commission structure for each
draw is 2-1/2 cents per Wintario ticket for the first
100,000 tickets and 2 cents each on the remaining Win-

In accordance with an agreement with Olympic
Wintario distributors presently act as
wholesale distributors for Olympic Lottery tickets as

Sales reports and audited financial statements
will be required by the Corporation.

At present vacancies exist in territories centered
in Toronto, Paris and Windsor. Others may arise inthe
future and all applications received will be kept on file
from which any future vacancies could be filled with-

Interested individuals can obtain further details
and application forms by contacting the Corporation
at (416) 961-6262 or writing to:

Distributors, File 2400
ONTARIO LOTTERY CORPORATION
2 Bloor Street West
Toronto, Ontario
M4W 3HS8

Applications for existing vacancies should be received by May

Photo by Steven Evans

formal boys’ club — a gathering
place made available by a young
gentleman the neighbourhood kids
affectionately referto as *‘Riggy’’.
There they can watch the hockey
games on TV and listen to music
— sometimes live, as Riggy and
his friend Jim also happen to be
veteran country and western song-
sters.

New NIP board

Not many organizations can
have two annual meetings within a
year! But the Neighbourhood In-
formation Post had its second an-
nual meeting (within a year) on
Wednesday May 19th.

The Neighbourhood Informa-
tion Post is an information and re-
ferral service for Ward 7. The
coordinator, Susan Seaby, re-
marked that the past few months
have been very busy ones for
N.I.P. Many new volunteers have
been recruited, lots of information
given out, and during tax time,
over 1400 tax forms were filled!

An election was held for a board
of directors. The Neighbourhood
Information Post is controlled by a
board of nine members, the major-
ity of whom must be residents of
the community. Re-elected to the
board from last year were: Harold
Bennett, Arthur Channer, Rick
Sagara, Susan Seaby .and Pat
Travis. The new board members
are: Krishna Ghandi, Florence
Lewis, Gerry Solursh, and Greg
Young.

We buy used pocket books and
magazines
Will pick up if you wish
Phone 964-0166 10:30 a.m.to 6 p.m.

HANK’S BOOKSTORE
489-1/2 Parliament St. at Carlton

SUN RAY

RESTAURANT
235 Carlton
(atParliament) 922-4171
Finest Chinese Food

FREE HOME DELIVERY

BAIN BROTHERS
WINDOW CLEANERS
248-2540

After 6 p.m.
Toronto H. B. Bain

PARLIAMENT BEAUTY
SALON
178 Parliament St.
364-3433
Rayette Cream Perms $5.50
Perfect Comb Out Perms $10.00
Hair Cuts Included

COMPARE
for quality and
value....

CARLTON
FOOD MART

493 Parliament St.
925-1353

No pat answer to
problem of rape

by DEBORAH BLACK
Toronto Rape Crisis Centre .

Both men and women in today’s society have been socialized to view
“‘rape’’ as one of those nasty untouchable events that happen to
‘“‘women who have been asking for it”’. But this just isn’t so! I work at
the Toronto Rape Crisis Centre and from my experience there and my
readings about the phenomenon known as ‘‘rape’” I've learned that a
myth about ‘‘rape’’ is being perpetuated in our society. It is a popular
belief that women cry rape for revenge against their boyfriends. This is
false; in fact, in a recent FBI study statistics show that only 2% of
reported rapes are false, the same as all other crimes. The crime of rape
is shaded by all types of misconceptions.

Contrary to popular belief, a vast number of rapes are not committed
by a stranger who sees a woman in a dark alley and is sexually aroused
to attack her. Oh no, rape has frequently proven itself to take place
between people known to each other. One can be raped by the janitor of
one’s building, one’s employer, one’s ex-boyfriend and even one’s
husband. There are no ‘‘pat’’ scenarios or circumstances for rape.
Women who are sixteen or sixty-five can be raped. They can be
beautiful or ugly, have a good figure or a bad figure.

There is not one type of women who is assaulted. Contrary to myth,
wearing short skirts, low cut tops, lots of make-up or no bra does not
make women an easy ‘‘mark’’. Rape has proven itself to be a violent
crime rather than a sexual crime.

The experience of being raped is traumatic. Unfortunately there are
no golden rules to follow to avoid being assaulted. Tragically, no
solution to the problem of rape in today’s society has been discovered.
Extensive community education about rape must be given. For now,
women must simply use their common sense.

The Toronto Rape Crisis Centre began services in 1974. It provides a
*‘post facto’’ service for women who have been assaulted or raped. The
Rape Crisis Centre is an organization of women who operate a twenty-
four hour crisis line. We try to provide through our service, above all
else, a non-judgemental support for the women involved, her family,
her husband or boyfriend.

Fear of Pregnancy

At the Rape Crisis Centre we offer advice on what to do after the rape
and about potential prosecution of the rapist. One of the most important
things for a woman to do after she has been raped is to go to the hospital.
She should not wash or change, but go directly to the hospital and be
examined for evidence of semen (even if she does not wish to prosecute,
she may later change her mind and without evidence of forcible inter-
course a case is labelled unfounded), and have venereal disease and
pregnancy tests. Fear of pregnancy and venereal disease is high in a
woman’s mind after being attacked and going to the hospital for these
tests will rid her of this fear. Appointments are usually made for
follow-up tests.

As far as prosecution or laying charges with the police is concerned it
is up to the individual woman. Caseworkers from the Rape Crisis
Centre will accompany women to the hospital or police station for the
medical and legal investigations which can often be as traumatic as the
rape itself.

Not all women who call the centre have been recently assaulted or
raped. The Rape Crisis Centre receives calls from women who have
been assaulted or raped in the past and are only for the first time talking
about their experiences.

Unfortunately, rape has not been arrested. In fact, rape is on the
increase. Between 1963 - 1973 there was a 314% increase in reported
rapes to people. In 1975, 204 rapes were reported. The polic estimate
that 60% to 90% of rapes go unreported. There are 1500-2000 rapes a
year in Toronto. This may be a conservative estimate.

The Toronto Rape Crisis Centre is a small organization. We're trying
to do many things: provide individual counselling, rap groups, push for
reform in the Canadian rape laws, and try to create a better relationship
between the women who have been raped, and the hospitals, the police
and the community at large. But it’s a big job and we need support.
Financial support is always needed, but support entails so much more.
We are constantly in need of volunteers and are eager for new blood.
Additionally we would like letters of support. If you are in favour of
what we're doing, write us and tell us. Letters are also necessary to
other social organizations and above all else letters to the Canadian Law
Reform Commission in favour of reform in the rape laws are a viable
means of showing support.

. —w-s-.i-J
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AAMCO
Eleatnical Contractor

Residential — Small Stores
Wiring
461-6909

anytime
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CRC moves to new location

After over six years at 297 Carl-
ton Street in Don Vale, the Toronto
Christian Resource Centre is mov-
ing. As of June 1, this experimen-
tal inner-city ministry will be lo-
cated at 20 Spruce St.

Both their new and old addres-
ses are owned by Don Area Co-op
Homes (DACHI) but because 297
and 295 Carlton Street didn’t fit
into the overall plan for the co-op,
they have been long up for sale.

The sales have now been com-
pleted with 297 Carlton going for
$130,000 and 295 Carlton selling

for $95,000. Both the new owners
are expected to do extensive re-
habilitating to both the exterior and
interiors of the houses.

The Christian Resource Centre,
looking for someplace on a semi-
permanent basis hope to arrange a
long-term lease with an option to
buy on 20 Spruce Street.

The Annual Meeting of the
Christian Resource Centre will be
held on the evening of June 18. An
Open House, to show off their new
quarters, will be held in conjunc-
tion with it.

Photo by Steven Evans

New home of Christian Re-
source Centre

Seven News will survive

Seven News will survive and
continue publication despite the
fact that its Local Initiative Prog-
ram (LIP) funding will run out at
the end of June and it faces a
$6,000 deficit between now and
October.

When LIP funds run out, the
paper will have an accumulated
bank balance of $2,500 from re-
venue earned before it went on
LIP. The sum of $5,000 is owed to
7 News by the business community
for unpaid advertisements and a
grant of $3,000 is being sought

Local poet shows interesting style in book

=1y
i,

The name Norm Craven is a
familiar one to long-time readers
of Seven News. Norm’s byline has
appeared extensively through the
years on both prose and poetry.
Norm was also on the first Board of
Directors of Seven News and in
those bygone early years helped
extensivey with the editing, layout
and paste-up of the paper.

The Double Helix is the first
major collection of Norm’s work
put together in book form. It is
long awaited and long overdue. It
is regretable, however, that a
commercial publisher couldn’t

THE DOUBLE HELIX
by Norm Craven
56 pages — $2.00

have done the job. Norm deserves
better than a mimeographed, sta-
pled booklet — overpriced at
$2.00.

The best way to describe the
poetry style of Norm Craven is to
give asample. And the best sample
is the title poem: The Double
Helix.

NEWS ROUND-UP

Riverdale NDP to hold

family picnic

Continued pg. 1

will hold a Bingo on Tuesday June
l and 15 at 7 p.m. Admission is 50
cents. Progressive Euchure at
Dixon Hall will be held at 7 p.m.
on June 9. Admission is $1 and 50
cents for senior citizens.

A good turnout last Wednesday
evening at Frankland Public
School heard an interesting panel
discuss what French language
programs are and might be availa-
ble for the children at the school.

A Bingo is held every Wednes-
day evening from 7:30 to 10:30 in
the penthouse at 285 Shuter
Street. Everyone is welcome,
there is no admission charge and
cards are reasonably priced.

The 2nd Annual 50 Cents Fam-
ily Picnic sponsored by the River-
dale NDP will be held Saturday,
June 19, at Hanlan’s Point. Races
and games start at | p.m. Ice cream
and beverage is included in the
price of-the ticket. Tickets are av-
ailable from Dan Burns, 59 Bow-
den; Lee Patterson, 42 Langley;
the John Gilbert Centre, 790 Ger-
rard East or Jim Renwick’s office
at 1204 Gerrard East.

PEOPLE: Marsha Cressy left
Toronto last week for a three week

in June

tour of Scandanavia leaving Gord
at home to look after their two
daughters.

you can't help but see them
in the laudromat
on a sunday morn

there's the skinny kids
of the unholy poor
dressed in damned rejects

from the crippled civilians

and the destroyed
deserted women
who reek of poverty

braced by a smattering
of plump child brides
with distended bellies
and big round eyes

and there’s the lush

with his convulsive twitch
suffering

in his very own private hell

and he steals a furtive swig
from a concealed bottle
and all the while

the clothes circulate

fifty times a minute

and all the proper people

stare at the ungodly

then go to see the man

who has never been hungry
one single day in his whole life

and he makes an impassioned plea
for the poor of the world

then they pass the plate

but all they collect

is thirty pieces of tarnished silver

JOE’S ROOFING EAVE.
Call 921-4976

24 Hours

|\

David Weenen.

WYLIE INDUSTRIES
General Contractors

We specialize in renovation work and additions
No jobis too small. For an estimate or advice call

274 Parliament Street

368-4571

Before?
Or After?

B’NAI B'RITH Women of Toronto

BAZAAR ’76

Wednesday May 26
West Annex Coliseum C.N.E.

10 a.m. — Midnight
Tickets $1.00 — under 23 free
Door Prize: 1976 Car (Chevette Scooter)
from Herron Chev-Olds.
* New Merchandise * Hourly specials * Ethnic cooking
* Monte Carlo Games (6 p.m.) * General Store —

* Afternoon auction 1:30 p.m. (with Jerry Rumack)

* Even auction 8:00 p.m. (with Norman Zoberman)
Optional — Screening for glaucoma by trained volunteers.
GO Trains & TTC Bus Service to & from C.N.E.
Cash advances with Chargex.

then he calls for the water
and cleanses his hands

and he holds aloft the cup
of eternal salvation

and in its polished surface
I see the face of every man.

Fellow poet and critic Jack
Heighton has this to say of Norm’s
book, ‘‘Helix shows a facet of
Norm’s poetic nature that seldom
appears in his works. Here is little
of the satire with which Norm usu-
ally mocks all our sacred cows.
Helix is no feather to tickle the
conscience into awareness, it is a
bludgeon.

““Norm handles his subjects in
the manner of a true artist and if
there is any beauty to be found in
the ‘poetry of poverty’ it is to be
found here.

“*Helix is not a book that should
be read on a wet afternoon if you
are feeling at all blue, and that says
it all.”

The official Ward Seven presen-
tation of The Double Helix will
take place at St. Ann’s Parish Hall
(Gerrard and De Grassi) on June 2
at 8 p.m. Norm will be on hand to
read and present his poetry.

from the Ontario Arts Council.

To be on the safe side, the Board
of Directors of 7 News ordered a
staff cutback of one person and the
staff at the paper is presently un-
dergoing a re-organization to ac-
commodate this.

To keep the paper going after
October, when the new Board of
Directors takes over, the annual 7
News lottery will be held. Because
of delays, tickets will not go on
sale until mid-August with the
draw expected around the end of
September.

Seven News will have a com-
bined general meeting, Open
House and Pub Night at the Don
Vale Community Centre, 80 Win-
chester Street on Friday night June
25. Special guests at the meeting
will be the 150-odd adult volun-
teers without whose help the paper
would not be possible. Admission
is free and you’re all invited.

Percy Waters
Florists Limited

445 Danforth Ave. Toronto
463-1125

il €vay,
s

Oodworks®

* Hand crafted Pine

Trestle Tables
5' — $240.00
6 — $255.00
or to order
* Wooden Fences
* Custom Furniture

Telephone 961- 8060

Beddmg & Carpet Warehouse

1078 Danforth near Donlands

CARPETS
Wall to Wall room size rugs
All floor coverings

* Shop at home service
* Expert installation
* Lowest prices

691-5752
469-2000

ALL...

* Plumbing and Heating

Repairs, Alterations and

New Fixtures Installed

= Bathrooms and Kitchens

Modernized

= Electrical, Carpentry,

Tileing, Plastering,

Papering.Painting,
Roofing and Eavestroughing

DEPENDABL& |

PLUMBING AND HEATING LTD.

Phone
466-0405

925-6851

metro lic. PH 251
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Queen Street and the

by GEORGE RUST-D’EYE The waterfront on the other side of
the Don was included because ac-
cess to the peninsula (since 1854
the Toronto Island), was from near
the foot of Woodbine. This penin-
sula was important for strategic
reasons, and was as well a popular
place for riding, hunting and other
forms of enjoyment for the early
inhabitants of York.

Although Simcoe commenced
plans for the laying out of a road
from York to Kingston, it was not
until after his departure that his
successor, the Hon. Peter Russell,
President of the Executive Coun-
cil, in 1798, commissioned Asa

The Kingston Road is almost as
old as Toronto itself. For over 170
years it has been an important ac-
cess to the City from the east, and
with Queen Street, its westward
extension, the most important
thoroughfare in Ward 7.

The first survey of the Town of
York and.its harbour, made in
1793 by Deputy-Surveyor Alex-
ander Aitken for Lt.-Gov. John
Graves Simcoe, shows Lot Street
(now Queen) running north of the
Town of York and eastward as far
as the present Woodbine Avenue.

Riding the ‘chutes’ at Scarboro Beach Park, 1923. Operated
from 1907 to 1926 by the Toronto Railway Company, this was
one of Toronto’s largest and most popular amusement parks,
particularly accessible to residents of Ward 7 by means of the

Queen Street Car. From ‘Toronto, Reflections of the Past’,
Mike Filey, 1972.

Enjoying a day’s outing on a road built for buggies. No trip was
complete without at least one stop to pump up a tire.

ITMBER

and BUILDING
- SUPPLIES

- 1 PANELLING |
PLUMBING :

3 : ELECTRICAL
DO-IT-YOURSELF ROOFING |
ONE STOP FI.OORTI'.LECEILING
HOME IMPROVEMENT CENTRE INSULATION
DOORS

SERVICE FOR YOU
IS OUR BUSINESS

since 1917

QUEEN LUMBER

& HARDWARE

311 QUEEN ST. E.
1 BLOCK EAST OF PARLIAMENT 1 BLOCK WEST OF PARLIAMENT

364-6993 364-6993

& MOULDINGS

392 QUEEN ST. E.

Kingston

| Mementos of
Yesteryear

|
L

Danforth, an American, to build
such a road. It was to cost $90 a
mile. A highway 33 feet wide was
to be cleared, with the centre
16-1/2 feet to be cut smooth and
even with the ground.

Bridges and causeways were to
be built 16-1/2 feet wide wherever
necessary, and high enough not to
be washed away. Two entire town-
ships in Norfolk County were sold
to pay for the building of the road.
The 40 labourers required for the
project were to be given 200 acres
of land each.

By December, 1799, the section
from York to Smith’s Creek (Port
Hope) had been completed, but
this ‘‘road’” really was in many
places nothing more than a clear-
ing away of trees. There were very
few settlers along the path of the
road. Therefore, maintenance was
non-existent, and rivers, swamps
and steep hills continued to present
serious obstacles to travellers.
Even on a clear winter day (the best
time to travel because the ground is
frozen), a team of oxen could haul
a loaded sled only 16 to 18 miles.
Sailing ships would still be the
major means of travel for many
years to come.

In the early years of travel in
Upper Canada, travellers entering
the Town of York from the Kings-
ton Road crossed the Don River by
means of a scow pulled across by
ropes, then later by means of a
floating bridge. In 1809, the first
of a series of standing bridges was
built of planks.

By 1816 the Kingston Road had
been extended to Montreal, (there
were actually two roads, the early
Danforth Road, sometimes called
‘Dundas Street’ for it was part of a
main province-wide road network
of that name, and the later Kings-
ton Road, which followed the Dan-
forth Road in places but generally
was closer to the Lake). In York
Township and the City of Toronto
it followed the path of the older
Danforth Road. For travellers
coming from Kingston it was
known as the ‘York Road’.

In those days it was a ‘corduroy
road’, characterized by logs laid
crosswise across the roadbed, with
gravel or cement between them.
Although some improvement over
the simple cleared trails through
the clearings, these roads were

Road

often rendered quite dangerous by
logs flipping up at one end, caus-
ing cracks between them into
which a horse’s hoof might slip.
Also, they were not built for the
comfort of stage-coach passen-
gers, such as the early patrons of
Samuel Purdy’s stage service,
which commenced operations in
1817. By 1831 the road was consi-
dered impassable for wheeled veh-
icles.

Before long, with increasing set-
tlement at York, conditions began
to improve. By 1836, the Kingston
Road had planks, laid from To-
ronto to the Rouge River. Wagons
and sleighs could be hauled on this
road all year round. William Wel-
ler began to run four and six-horse
teams to pull his coaches from Bel-
leville to Toronto, and the ride was
much more comfortable.

When the City of Toronto was
incorporated in 1834, it included
all land south of Queen Street as far
as the present MacLean Avenue, in
the Beach district. The Kingston
Road formed that part of Queen
Street from the Don River, through
Don Mount and Leslieville to

Heavy street car traffic on
Queen Street west of Broad-
view, 1943. Three types of
street car can be seen in this
picture — in the foreground
the Peter Witt cars, then the
old wooden Toronto Railway
Co. car, (centre), and the
new P.C.C. car turning right
off Broadview. Picture from
‘Passengers Must Not Ride
on the Fenders', Filey,
Howard, Weyerstrahs, 1974,
Green Tree Publishing.

Toronto from Kingston Road, 1882, a well-known

2 0 s 8 S

print from

Picturesque Canada, by G.M. Grant. Kingston Road in this

“«

period had become

macadamized’’, which in this case meant

that it was a dirt road topped with gravel. It did provide a
smoother ride for stage-coach passengers than did the early log

or plank surfaces.

Woodbine, where it turned to the
north-east to pass through Nor-
way. The new planking was par-
tially paid for by toll-gates erected
at these centres. The Kingston
Road remained a toll-road until the
turn of the twentieth century.

In 1850 the Kington Road and
the other * York roads’ Dundas and
Yonge Streets, were transferred to
private ownership after the pro-
vince found them to be a losing
proposition, but by 1863 the Gov-

Attention
Provincial Benefit Recipients

Glasses and Frames available at

REGENT OPTICAL
424 Parliament (opposite Woolworths)

925-5772
Open Monday - Friday 1 p.m. - 6 p.m. (closed Saturday)

925-1141

ESTATE BOARD

BUY O
IR SELL 925.1141
E.J. STANTON

REAL ESTATE BROKER LTD.
MEMBER TORONTO REAL

242 CARITON ST.

T S TS

ernment was forced to resume
them. In 1865 York County purch-
ased them for $72,500.

By the 1890’s the Kington Road
became a dirt and gravel road, and
was finally paved, in the 1920’s.

As early as the 1880’s, street
cars ran along Queen Street, as that
part of the Kingston Road had
come to be called, as far east as
Munro Park, near the east City
limits. The Toronto and York Ra-
dial Railways gave extra-fare ser-
vice on the Kingston Road bet-
ween Queen and the City limits.

Shortly after the turn of the cen-
tury, automobiles began to appear
on Toronto streets, and Queen
Street and the Kingston Road be-
came crowded with street cars and
motor and horse-drawn vehicles.
Old-time residents of Ward 7 may
remember taking the Queen car to
Scarboro Beach Park, south of
Queen between Leuty and Mac-
Lean. It was in operation from
1907 until 1926, and was one of
Toronto’s largest and most popular
amusement parks. :

With the recent building of al-
ternative forms of access into the
City, Queen Street and the Kings-
ton Road have lost their impor-
tance as a major access route into
the capital of Upper Canada.
Today they are crowded shopping
streets, and aside from the fact of
their existence, bear almost no
signs to remind present-day resi-
dents of Toronto of their former
glory.
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CONSUMER PROTECTION: Where and how to get it

by SHELLEY BIRENBAUM

Consumer protecton is a vast
topic. It includes informing a con-
sumer of his/her rights, education
about recent studies relevant to
consumers and teaching people
how to be alert and cautious con-
sumers. It also involves all sorts of
legislation, such as the Consumer
Protection Act, The Business Prac-
tices Act, the Law of Contract,
etc., and the enforcement of this
legislation. Consumer problems
can often be settled by negotiation
or mediation, but sometimes in-
volve going through court proceed-

ings.
Following is a list of some or-
ganizations, governmental and

non-governmental, which are de-
signed to educate the consumer be-
fore purchase (the *‘preventative’’
aspect of consumer protection) and
which also assist individuals to re-
solve problems that occur after
purchase (the *‘curative’’ aspect of
consumer protection.

BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU
(321 Bloor St. East, 961-0088) is
making a renewed effort to be
more effective for both the
businessman and the consumer.
The Bureau offers a variety of ser-
vices. The newest service is the
Mediation Service. If a complaint
is not settled through the regular
Better Business Bureau’s chan-
nels, then the Bureau can arrange
for a body of impartial professional
arbitrators at no cost to the client.

There is also a Solicitation
Alert service which informs mem-
bers of unethical and questionable
soliciting agencies. The Fact
Finding Service has information
on any one of two million business
enterprises in Canada and the Un-

“ited States. An individual may
phone the enquiry desk and get a
record of the type and number of
complaints against a certain enter-
prise and whether or not follow-up
action was taken in regard to those
complaints.

The Better Business Bureau’s
Complaint Section of the Con-
sumer Relations Service is where
an individual can phone in a com-
plaint about a busines enterprise
(this includes charitable organiza-
tions). The individual who makes
the complaint will be sent an in-
formation sheet to fill out, regard-
ing the organization in question.

The Better Business Bureau will
soon be introducing a code of
ethics.

CONSUMERS® ASSOCIA-
TION OF CANADA (2 College
Street, Suite 102, 922-3135) is a
voluntary, non-profit organization
which presents consumers’ views
to federal, provincial and local
governments. For example: the
Association was instrumental in
the -establishment of the Depart-
ment of Consumer and Corporate
Affairs. The Association also pro-
vides consumer information, car-
ries out various tests and research
programs on products and can refer
people to other sources of con-
sumer information.

The Consumers’ Association of
Canada publishes a bi-monthly
magazine, Canadian Consumer,
which carries buying guides, test
results, government legislation,
activities of the Association and
news reprints of consumer interest.

For further information, call
922-3135.
CREDIT COUNSELLING

SERVICE OF METROPOLI-
TAN TORONTO (Suite 618, 74
Victoria  Street, Toronto,
366-5251) provides: debt counsel-

ling, both remedial and preven-
tive, advice on budgeting matters
and financial problems and con-
ducts educational projects in order
to acquaint jthe public with the
proper uses of the credit facility.
The Credit Counselling Service
can also act as an intermediary be-
tween debtors and creditors in
working out satisfactory arrange-
ments for the orderly payment of
debts and also can act as a trustee
for the distribution of payments to
creditors.

The Credit Counselling Service
of Metro Toronto is a non-profit
organization incorporated under
the laws of the Province of Ontario
to act in the public interest. For
further information about this ser-
vice, call 366-5251.

DEPARTMENT OF CON-
SUMER AND CORPORATE
AFFAIRS (706 Global House,
480 University Avenue,
362-7011) administers federal
legislation to protect consumers
against fraudulent practices, un-
suspected hazardous products, de-
ceptive packaging and labelling,
etc. It accepts consumer com-
plaints and enquiries, attempts to
solve market place problems
through communication, com-
promise, persuasion and legisla-
tion, and is responsible for educa-
tion and information services for
consumers.

The Department also does re-
search into market place problems
encountered by consumers. A

- from the
post

Neighbourhood
Information Post
265 Gerrard E.
924-2544

monthly newsletter, Consumer
Contact, is put out by this depart-
ment, in addition to numerous
other pamphlets and educational
material.

The Bureau of Corporate Affairs
operates a ‘‘small debtor’’ prog-
ram through which public trustees
can carry out personal bankruptcy
proceedings for low income indi-
viduals who have fallen very
deeply into debt.

The Department administers the
following legislation: Bankruptcy
Act, Boards of Trade Act, Canada
Co-operative  Associations Act,
Canada Corporation Act, Com-
bines Investigation Act, Consumer
and Corporate Affairs Act; Con-
sumer Packaging and Labelling
Act, Copyright Act. Electricity In-
spection Act, Farmers’ Creditors
Arrangement Act, Gas Inspection
Act, Hazardous Products Act, In-
dustrial Design Act, National
Trade Mark and True Labelling
Act, Patent Act, Precious Metals
Marking Act, Public Documents
Act, Public Officers Act, Textile
Labelling Act, Timber Marking

Woodgreen service directory

by TOM CORBETT

Bill Chapman and Debbie
Preece would like to put you on
their list.

Working out of the Woodgreen
Community Centre, the two fourth
year social services students from
Ryerson Polytechnical Institute are
helping to develop and expand
Woodgreen's capabilities as an in-
formation resource centre.

Bill and Debbie's list is one
method being used. It will include
social and legal services available
to residents in South Riverdale.
Woodgreen wants a comprehen-
sive list so it can better serve the
community by making themselves
and other people aware of all the
many services available in the dis-
trict.

Bill said some of the social and
legal services in the area are not
listed anywhere and many people
are unaware they exist let alone
what services they provide.

If you render any legal or social
service of any kind in the South
Riverdale area, then Bill or Debbie
would like to hear from you. Or if
you know of any such agencies,
you should also contact Debbie or
Bill at 461-1168.

When the two Ryerson students
have listed the various services —
they estimate there are probably
over 200 — a directory of the list-
ings will be compiled and distri-
buted to area residents and social
agencies. September is the target
date for completion of the direc-
tory.

‘*Because there is a large
Chinese population in the area, it
will also be published in
Chinese,’” said Bill. He added it
may also be printed in other lan-
guages as well.

Besides the directory, the two
students will chair approximately
five seminars, dealing with such
topics as will and estate laws.

The first of these seminars, all

Debbie Preece
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are open free to the public, will be
held at Woodgreen Community
Centre on June 15 at 7:00 p.m. It
will discuss matrimonial and crim-
inal law and be presented by a
lawyer, Gordon Allan.

*“The residents will be able to
ask the lawyers

Act, Trade Marks Act, Weights
and Measures Act.

The Department also partici-
pates in the administration of the
following statutes: Canada Ag-
ricultural Products Standards Act,
Canada Dairy Products Act, Fish
Inspection Act, Food and Drugs
Act, Maple Product Industry Act,
Shipping Conferences Exemption
Act and Winding-Up Act (Part I).
Metrication is also a federal prog-
ram.

If an individual has a complaint
or enquiry about something that
falls under federal jurisdiction,
he/she can either: contact the con-
sumer complaints and enquiry ser-
vice at the regional office,
362-7011, or at the district office,
1859 Leslie Street, Don Mills, On-
tario; contact a Consumer Help Of-
fice (in the west end, at 654-9841,
for East York, there is a Consumer
Help Office at the Neighbourhood
Information Centre, 698-1626); or
put his/her complaint or enquiry in
writing and send it to The Depart-
ment of Consumer and Corporate
Affairs.

ONTARIO MINISTRY OF
CONSUMER AND COM-
MERCIAL RELATIONS (555
Yonge Street, Toronto, 965-6471)
administers the following acts:
Bailiffs, Business Practices, Col-
lection ‘Agencies, Consumer Pro-
tection Bureau, Consumer Report-
ing, Lotteries, Mortgage Brokers,
Motor Vehicle Dealers, Paperback
and Periodical Distributors,
Pyramidic Sales and Real Estate
and Business Brokers, and the
Rent Review legislation.

If you have a consumer com-
plaint or enquiry, falling under
provincial jurisdiction, then con-
tact the Consumer Protection
Bureau, 965-6471. Complaints
against such things as: cars and car
repairs, contracts, credit term and
charges, collection agencies, edu-

cational courses, health studios,
home improvement contractors,
unsolicited merchandise, loan
companies and much more, should
be directed to the Consumer Pro-
tection Bureau.

The Ministry also produces a
newsletter, interaction, which
provides information on the ac-
tivities of the Ministry and its prog-
rams. If you wish to receive this
newsletter contact: Ontario Con-
sumer — Interaction, Queen’s
Park, Toronto, 965-4239.

The Ministry also publishes the
following brochures: Buying a
Car; Tips for Senior Citizens;
Using Credit Wisely; The Con-
sumer Protection Act and How It
Helps You, the Consumer; Bal-
ance in the Marketplace (The
Consumer’s Guide to the Ontario
Business Practices Act); Guide to
Ministry Services; The Consumer
Reporting Act and How It Helps
You; Buying Real Estate; Rent
Review; Living in a Con-
dominium; Credit and You,
Women's Access to Credit in On-
tario; The Tricks of the Marketp-
lace; Buying a Franchise; Getting a
Liquor License; Getting a Mort-
gage; Starting a Small Business;
and more.

To receive any of the above
pamphlets, either write to: Con-
sumer BuyLine, Queen’s Park,
Toronto or call the Ministry at
965-1211.

STAR PROBE (One Yonge
Street, 367-2345) will handle any
consumer complaints or problem
that an individual has in dealing
with the bureaucracy. Star Probe
will not deal with any matter that
requires a lawyer. All letters will
be answered and any reasonable
request will be investigated. You
can phone Monday to Saturday,
9:00 a.m. t0 9:00 p.m., 367-2345,
or preferably write Star Probe
The Star, One Yonge Street.

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
AT

GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE
OF APPLIED ARTS
& TECHNOLOGY

A two-year, full-time diploma program in Property Man-
agement, supported by industry. Graduates are eligible after
post-graduate study to apply for Registered Residential Man-
ager designation from the Housing and Urban Development
Association of Canada and a Fellowship from the Institute of
Housing Management. Mature students with minimum Grade
12 standing are invited to apply.

Applications now being processed for the September prog-
ram. Telephone 967-1212 ext. 619 or visit the Admissions
Office, Kensington Campus, 41 Nassau Street.
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aling with the
topic discussed
will be printed
and distributed
to area resi-
dents and other
interested
groups in Met-
ropolitan To-
ronto.

Bill is quite
optimistic the
project  will
help improve
Woodgreen's
status in the
community.

CANOE TRIPS — Novice to white water
in Algonquin Park, Killarney Park and the
Missinaibi River. Week-ends to two
weeks. Expert leaders. All you need is
your sleeping bag. 469-1727. Algonquin
Waterways Wilderness Trips. B7-1
TYPING — student papers, office work,
done in my home. Reasonable rates. Fast
efficient service. 925-5965 B7-1

BRIGHT, CLEAN SPACE for rent on a
permanent basis in cooperative commun-
ity centre. Suitable for office, dance and
rehearsal use. 900 square feet. Call St
Paul's Centre at 922-4954

DOMESTIC HELP WANTED— Cleaning
lady required for bachelor in the Beaches
area. One day every two weeks. Own
transportation required. Call 691-6728
after 7 p.m C6-23

FOR SALE — one heavy duty electric
stove. Simpson's Kenmore, excellent
shape, rotisserie. Phone between 12-6
p.m., 964-1266 B86-23

DAY CARE AVAILABLE, my home,
large backyard with swings, lots of toys
Any age. Call 463-5193. Ask-for Bev

FORMER NURSE WILL DAY CARE
small child in her apt. in Moss Park. Hot
lunch given. Reasonable. Phone 364-
0067 B86-20

PERSONAL — Lonely truck driver age 46
would like 1o meet sincere young lady age
from 26 to 35. Race, religion, colour no
barrier. Phone 277-2763 B6-22

MARITAL AIDS — Catalog $1 refundable
with first order sent in plain sealed en-
velope. lllustrating complete line of aduit
marital aids. Strict confidence. Must be

legal age. Cavell Distributors. Suite B,
8167 Main St., Vancouver, B.C. V5X
3C2 B6-23

COMEDY JUGGLING — to amuse all
ages. “Jay the Juggler” will perform at
children’s or adult’'s parties, fund-raising,
etc. Very reasonable. Jay Cohen, phone
964-6858 and leave message B6-24

HELP WANTED — Outreach Worker — A
person with some housekeeping skills is
needed to work on a program with elderly
shut-ins in the Cabbagetown area. Salary
to be discussed. Phone Josie Berlin at
863-0499 AB-24

LONELY, tired of housework, cooking,
gardening? Why not retire to Chester Vil-
lage where all your days can be carefree
and filled with friendship? We have
semi-private rooms available at moderate
rates, diversified recreational activities,
maid service and catering to special diets.
All this and a staff who really care. Call
466-2173 A7-1

SUPERGRAPHICS, BRASH OR BE-
NIGN — Modern wall paintings individu-
ally designed and painstakingly executed.
Enliven stairways, dining areas,
children’s rooms. Acquaint yourself with
color — call Anne Harrick, 461-7011, after
5p.m B86-24
DAY CARE — Withrow Park Day Nursery
takes good care of children 2to 7 years of
age. Phone 466-4133 B6-24
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Christ is alive and well in Riverdale area house

by TOM CORBETT

Dick’ Renshaw, age 36, is a
part-time taxidriver and a full-time
priest. Long haired, bearded, dres-
sed in jeans, he belongs to the
Order of the Holy Cross and truth-
fully says, ‘I am not a typical
member of the Order.”

Although part of this old estab-
lished Catholic society, Dick, as
most people know him, is not fi-
nancially supported by the Church,
thus to provide a living he drives a
taxi two days a week. He treasures
this financial independence from
the Church which allows him to
follow his own conscience which
may not necessarily follow his
Order’s ideas.

When not operating a taxi, Dick
is usually found at 60 Grant Street
in the South Riverdale area. This
building, known locally as Coady
House, is home to him and Jim
Morin. Jim is presently employed
by Canadian Information Sharing
Services, which 1s attempting to
list all Canadian community
groups such as Coady House.

Coady House was established in
1973 by four Holy Cross priests
and all of them, except Dick, have
since left.

**Primarily, we came here sim-
ply to be here and share the life of
the people here,’” he says.

The whole idea of our house
from the very beginning was to be
a Christian community.”’

Dick’s idea of christianity can
only be understood if one looks
back in early history to the original
concept of religion which unfortu-
nately has become somewhat di-
luted by time.

Photo by Tom Corbett

To Dick,
share.”

Coady House, also known as the
Riverdale Care Centre, practices
what it preaches and operates a clo-
thing exchange on Tuesday, Wed-
nesday and Thursday. Other com-
munity services such as housing
and food co-ops are top priorities
and Coady House has presented
forums on these topics as well as
others.

*“The gospel is acall to

While they do not always take
the initiative in community pro-
jects, Coady House is supportive
of them.

As for Coady House’s idea of
community, of which Dick speaks

often, it is one ‘‘committed to a
model of simple living.”” The

closeness and sharing of earlier
simpler societies has diminished in
our modern age, thus Dick sees a
great need to get back to earlier
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times to end the many pressures of
today’s life style.

““We must search for a very
simple life style and learn the skills
of a rich simple life,’” he states.

Along with Coady House,
Anawin House on 62 Grant Street,
besides being joined structurally,
is partner to the hopes and aspira-
tions of its neighbour. Anawim
House is home to five people who
use their skills to benefit the com-
munity. One of their tasks is repair-
ing homes for Riverdale residents
who can’t afford the exorbitant
prices charged by many contrac-
tors.

By illustrating communal, co-
operative living, itis hoped the two
houses will set an example which
will spread to the whole commun-
ity and change it from the present
concept of all for one to the ideals

of sharing with all.

Coady House and Anawim
House are also part of an organiza-
tion called the Network of Christ-
ian Communities in Toronto. This
group includes over a dozen Chris-
tian communities in the city and
surrounding district who share the
same ideals and deep concern for
the physical, mental and spiritual
needs of their fellow men and
women.

The network publicizes their
experiences in a publication called
shin-aki, which together with
Coady House recently published a
book of poems by local poet Norm
Craven.

Dick sees the community spirit
practiced by Coady House and
similar entities as a necessary step
in building alternate ideas strong
enough to change ‘‘oppressive

Cabbagetown boxers win
in pre-Olympic trial

Cabbagetown Boxing and
Youth Club had two representa-
tives at the Canadian and Pre-
Olympic Trials held in Sudbury
early this month and both were
winners.

The two lads are brothers, John
and Cole Raftery, originally from
Elliot Lake and now attending the
University of Toronto. They rep-
resented the club in the Inter-
mediate Class (16 to 19 years) and
weighed in at 139 and 132 pounds
respectively.

By a 5-0 judges score, John met
and defeated David Poorman of
Regina. John, who was at a disad-
vantage in reach and height
(Poorman is 6 feet, one inches) de-
feated the western champ in all
three rounds.

John used the old one-two com-
bination to both the head and body
and followed up with a stepping
triple jab that had his taller
opponent’s head snapping back.

In the second round, John
swarmed all over the Indian lad
and he was forced to take a stand-
ing eight count. John closed the
season, along with brother, in
winning the Winter Games, On-
tario, Eastern and Canadian titles
in that order.

Cole’s bout was almost a dupli-
cation of John’s bout except that
Cole enjoyed the height and reach
advantage. Cole was unofficially
chosen by the judges as the best
and most improved boxer of that
particular tournament.

Both lads, along with Ric Ben-
der, are expected to represent Cab-
bagetown in the Youth Champion-
ships being held June 25 and 26 in
Montreal. Their opponents will be
from Puerto Rico, Mexico and the
USA.

structures’’ in today’s system.

Among these chances, he sees a
new outlook for the Church. *‘I
want to see the Church become
simpler and more accessible,’” he
explains.

Towards this goal, a small room
in Coady House is set up as a
chapel, where neighbours regu-
larly meet for mass and discussion.
Dick feels that for most of the peo-
ple who gather for religious pur-
poses,  ‘‘it is an experience of
Church that isn’t so heavily in-
stitutionalized.™’

Dick has not shut out in-
stitutionalized religion completely
and regularly says mass at St. Ann
Church. However he is not for-
mally associated with any diocese
or structured parish. To him, a
parish should include the whole
world.

According to Dick, the
philosophy of this world wide
parish should be, *‘to support the
sharing of very basic needs.”

In an era of large half-empty
churches striving to bring salvation
to all, it’s gratifying to know there
exists Christians interested in more
than our spiritual souls.

Canadians going homeless,
hungry and neglected have as the
least of their concerns the choice
between heaven or hell.
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Education Report

Local French school a success

by GORD CRESSY
and DOUG BARR
One of the really exciting schools in our ward is the French Public

school at Sackville.

Last year when the Board of Education established a French Public

school,

there was some misgivings from trustees and officials alike

about the appropriateness of such a school.
The facts have proven these so-called doubters incorrect. The staff
are incredibly competent and all have previous teaching experience in

either France or Quebec.

The students, at present 158 in number, come from a wide variety of
backgrounds and cultures. Next year there will be 266 students of
whom 99 will be at the kindergarten level.

There has been a real effort to give priority to students with Fran-
cophone parents. Already there is a waiting list of some 51 Ang-
lophone students. Even if the student body is held to 266, three
additional portables will be required.

Granted there is a beautiful new adventure playground on site, but
five portables will greatly reduce the children’s play space.

The parent- teacher association has to be one of the liveliest and best
attended in the city. The naming of the school was one of the interest-
ing exercises that the association took on this year.

After a great deal of discussion, they chose the name Gabrielle Roy
after the famous French Canadian novelist who has devoted her adult
life to bridging the gap between French and English cultures.

The official opening of Ecole Publique Gabrielle Roy will take
place on Monday, June 21. We hoped Gabrielle Roy would be present
for this opening but unfortunately she is in hospital and will not be able
to attend. However, she has promised to visit the school in September.

Meanwhile, the English portion of Sackville school struggles val-
iantly on with an attendance hovering around the 30 mark.

BOUNDARY CHANGES
One of the troubles with school boundaries is that they frequently
overlap with defined community neighbourhoods. This is certainly
the case in the Don Vale area. Depending on what street a family lives
on, the child will attend Rose Avenue school, Winchester school or

Sprucecourt school.

The situation is made more complex by the proposed Winchester
Square development in South St. Jamestown, which if implemented
will exclude most young people from the east side of Parliament

Street.

At present, some parent representatives on the Winchester school

council (Barrie Chavel,

David Revel, etc.) are working with Board

officials to develop an approach to school boundaries in Don Vale that

will keep the cohesion and integrity of the neighbourhood intact.
A community meeting is being planned for early June to vote on a

proposal that will be forwarded to the Board of Education for ratifica-

tion.
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