Public meetings favour area permit parking

by ART MOSES

Public meetings are being held through-
out Ward 7 for residents to suggest im-
provements in the controversial permit park-
ing scheme.

In February City Council decided to
abolish free overnight parking in Ward 7 by
June 15. But the aldermen agreed to let
residents improve the proposed permit sys-
tem which would have forced people to pay
$24 a year to park only on their own street,
without guaranteeing a place to park.

Meetings still to be held are:

South Riverdale (Don River to Logan,
Gerrard to Lakeshore) Monday, April
14, 7:30 p.m. at Woodgreen Community
Centre,

7:30 p.m. at Withrow Ave. school).

North Riverdale (Don to Logan, Dan-
forth to Sparkhall Ave.) Thursday April
17, 7:30 p.m. at Withrow Ave. school).

Ward 7 aldermen Janet Howard and
John Sewell organized the meetings.

At the two meetings held before press
time residents from King-Parliament and
South of Carlton-South St. Jamestown ap-
peared to favour a proposal for granting
permits on an area basis. The system would
mean people would buy permits to park
anywhere in their area (i.e. Don Vale, South
Riverdale etc.) rather than just on their own
street.

“*‘Most people seemed to think district
permits did the least harm,”” Aldermen

their own street, they could probably find
one on a neighbouring street and avoid get-
ting a ticket. People living on main streets
would also be able to park on side streets.
Under the original permit scheme, they
wouldn’t be allowed to park anywhere.

After the meetings, proposals will be de-
bated by the Public Works committee at
City Hall. Then the city will take a new poll.
But the alternative to any improved permit
system will be police tickets after three
hours parking.

The new poll will probably count only
ballots returned for or against, and will be
decided by simple majority. In the con-
troversial poll held last spring, all ballots not
returned were considered to favour permit

The post office has hindered publicity for
the public meetings by failing to deliver
notices to several streets.

City Works department crews have re-
moved the ‘*No Parking 2 a.m. to 5 a.m.
Except by Permit’’ signs from most Ward 7
streets, east of the Don. The scheme was
scheduled to go into effect Jan. 1, but lively
public opposition forced a delay. The whole
process of public meetings is also underway
in Wards 3, 6 and 9.

Permit parking street-by-street is in effect
only in Ward 8 where aldermen Tom Clif-
ford and. Fred Beavis refused to give resi-
dents a chance to improve the scheme.

Alderman Howard said although she sup-
ports free overnight parking when residents

Mid-Riverdale (Don River to Logan,
Bain Ave. to Gerrard) Tuesday, April 15,

e

Howard said in an interview.
If people couldn’t find a place to park on

parking, and a two-thirds vote against was
required to reject permit parking on a street.

want it, City Council does not.
we can do is improve the permit system."’

““The best
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Above, in a picture taken in the 1930s, a polar bear enjoys a drink at the old Riverdale Zoo. See page six for story and history of
Riverdale Zoo.

Photo: City of Toronto Archives

News Round-up

“Hellenic Evening” held at Danforth Library

A Spring Sale of all new women’s and children’s
summer wear will be held at Holy Name Hall,
Danforth at Gough, on Saturday, April 19 at 11
P

Danforth Library held a Hellenic Evening last night
that featufed Greek music, folk dancing, poetry read-
ing and color slides depicting the glory of Greece.

Topping off the evening was a serving of refreshments
of coffee and delicious Greek pastries....

On Thursday, April 24, the Parliament Library
House, 265 Gerrard East will present a poetry reading
with Hugh Rudden, Tom Ezzie, and Paul Lima.
Time is 7:30 and admission is free....

Discussion is taking place in the community about
the idea of getting a charter to set up a Community
Credit Union for the Don District. A meeting of
interested people is being planned soon. Anyone want-
ing to get involved in the idea should call Jim Houston
at 923-9869....

Rumour has it that June Rowlands and not Jeanne
Rowles may be running provincially under the Liberal
banner in" St. David Riding....

A Spring Sale and Tea will be held at Eastminster
United Church, 310 Danforth on Sat. April 19 starting
at 1:30 p.m. Admission is 50 cents for adults and 25
cents for children and this includes refreshments.....

A series of seven fitness tests as a package will be
held at the Broadview YMCA all day Thurs. April 17.

Cost is only 50 cents for anyone wanting to take the
tests.. ..

The Rev. William Glenesk will be guest preacher
on Sunday at WoodGreen United Church. His guest
appearance is part of their Centennial Year program. ...

A dance will be held at the Don Vale Community
Centre, 80 Winchester Street on Saturday, May 3
starting at 8 p.m. Shambala will provide the music
and beer, liquor and food will be provided at minimal
cost.

A public meeting, sponsored by the City Task
Force on the Status of Tenants will be held Thurs.
April 17, at 7:30 p.m. at Central Neighbourhood
House, 349 Ontario Street. Phone 367-7475 for more
info....

The Toronto Sun is moving its editorial offices to
King and Ontario Streets in Ward Seven.....The
Toronto News is being published from 35 Britain
street, also in Ward Seven. Its editors are Jeremy
Carver, Polly Evans and Charlotte Sykes.....

A new publication called The Court is being pub-
lished in and for Don Mount Court. Editor is Danny
Andru, assisted by his brother, and staff are Mike
Jordan, Lee Sheridan and John Quesnel....

Peggy Reinhardt of Don Mount Court will appear
as guest panelist on Under Attack on April 26, at 6:30

on Channel 11....
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

South of Carlton opts
out of NIP program

by JANICE PRINCE
At its meeting on Wednesday, April 2, the South of Carlton
Working Committee decided to withdraw that area from
further participation in the Federal-Provincial Neighbourhood
Improvement Program (NIP) in protest against the bureaucra-
tic regulations and criteria of the program.

When the program was first an-
nounced, in August 1973, the
senior levels of government gained
much mileage and publicity from
the fact that in rhetoric, NIP was
based on ‘‘citizen participation”’

South of Carlton residents
have since learned how meaning-
less this term is, when applied to
NIP.

1ave come out o numerous meet-
ings in order to plan how to spend
the money allocated for South of
Carlton under the program. City
Council in response to the needs of
the South of Carlton community,
designated the area as its highest
priority out of all the NIP-
designated regions in the City.

At the community meetings,
some of which were attended by
over 100 residents, low income
housing was defined as the most
pressing need for the neighbour-
hood. It was decided that NIP
money could be used most effec-
tively to write down the cost of
buying existing houses on a non-
profit basis in the South of Carlton
area.

Once the decision was com-
municated to the senior govern-
ments, however, the bureaucratic
problems began. Provincial and
federal civil servants indicated that
NIP was not meant for housing but
for *‘neighbourhood beautifica-
tion"".

The Provincial Minister of
Housing, Donald Irvine, told the
South of Carlton group, in a letter,
that the Provincial government
would not agree to the proposal
since it did not fit the criteria of the
program. The Federal Minister of
Urban Affairs wrote the Working
Committee that he wished to **pre-
serve the integrity of NIP'" and that
therefore funds would not be made
available for housing.

Under the existing strict in-
terpretation of the program, money
will be made available for items
such as tree planting, sidewalk re-
pairs and lane improvements. In
addition, buildings and furniture
can be acquired within the program
for, amongst other things, com-
munity health centres and daycare
centres. No money will be made
available, however, for operating
these facilities.

The Provincial government has

recently announced a severe cut-
back in funds for the operation of
health centres. Groups searching
for operating funds for daycare
centres from the Provincial gov-
ernment are also expenencmg con-
siderable difficulties.

The entire rationale and pur-
pose of NIP is thus further
brought into question by these

On March 1. a delegation o
South of Carlton residents and the
area alderman met with Urban Af-
fairs Minister Barney Danson in an
attempt to gain approval for their
proposal. The Minister, at that
time, said he agreed with the objec-
tives of the group to preserve the
housing in South of Carlton for the
long-term residents of the area. He
also indicated that he shared the
group’s frustrations in achieving
these objectives.

But no firm commitment was
made at the meeting. In response,
area residents organized a telegram
campaign from sympathetic
groups across the City to apply
further pressure on the govern-
ment. The response to this cam-
paign was overwhelmingly sym-
pathetic.

A firm and final answer was re-
ceived a month later. In a letter
dated March 20 and addressed to
Ethel Proulx, a member of the
South of Carlton Committee, Mr.
Danson wrote: *‘I remain con-
vinced that NIP funds cannot be
used to write down the cost of
property acquisition for non-profit
groups.”’

At its recent meeeting, the
Working Committee decided
that to use NIP funds for area
beautification would only
further increase property values
and displace more long-term,
low-income residents of the
neighbourhood. Consequently,
it decided to pull out of the NIP
program altogether.

The group plans to go ahead and
use City money to acquire houses
in South of Carlton without the -
help of the other two levels of gov-
ernment.

The Working Committee also
plans to hold a press conference in
the near future to explain its posi-
tion and to demonstrate that it has
the support of other groups across
the city.
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LETTERS -

Elderly roomers need help

Dear Editor:

Last week, in the rooming house
where I live, I was forced to physi-
cally intervene to protect a sick,
helpless, 77-year-old roomer from
being conned, swindled, robbed
and intimidated by another roomer
in the house.

In my experience, many of the
rooming houses in the area contain
sick, elderly people who are con-
stantly being preyed upon by
human parasites and leeches usu-

ally motivated by a desire for al-
cohol.

Can nothing be done to help or
protect these elderly people?

I keep reading in the papers
about all these ‘‘do-gooders’* who
keep coming into this area. Why
don’t these people do some good
by tackling the REAL problems
that abound in this area.

The helpless elderly in rooming
houses is just one of them.

Name Withheld
Don Vale

Program for elderly needs help

Letter to the Editor:

First we would like to introduce
ourselves: Alison Trow and Linda
Davis. We are students working in
the Donvale Community Centre
and our interest are the older citi-
zens of the community.

It is unfortunate that we cannot
seem to spark any interest. Since
February we have been, through
door-knocking, visiting the older
people. We held a St. Patrick’s
Day Party and on March 25th, we

began an Afternoon for Older Peo-
ple, which is held every Tuesday
from 3 — 6 p.m. in the lounge at
Donvale Community Centre.
These activities have been very
poorly attended or not attended at
all.

There may be many reasons for
this and we would like to know
why.

If you have any comments, sug-
gestions or inquiries please contact
us at 80 Winchester or call
923-1368.

Job Opportunity

A community newpaper depends on advertising. We are looking for someone
to sell space to local and national advertisers:

The successful applicant will also participate in the design and layout of the
ads. Additional skills useful to the production of a newspaper will also be
considered. This position offers a unique opportunity to help expand the size
of the present paper and to contribute to the overall operation.

Call 920-8632 or come to the office at 80 Winchester if you are interested.

C.MH.C;

RENTAL/SALE OF NEWLY
CONSTRUCTED HOUSES

April 4, 1975
Located in Shuter-Parliament area known as Trefann
Court — consisting of the possible sale of three new
homes and the possible rental of four new homes.

Applications accepted from families living south of Carl-
ton between Jarvis and the Don River, who:

a. have lived in this area for at least five years;
b. have acceptable credit rating and are approved by

Frankland Council wins two victories

by Doug Barr and Gord Cressy

There has been a lot happening
over the past month in Ward Seven
schools. Here are some of the high-
lights:

Frankland School Community
Council has recently won two very
important victories. The first was
the battle to replace the old school.
Under the determined leadership
of the Frankland Building Com-
mittee, composed of Paul Barnard,
Ted Teshima, Leslie Taylor, Linda
Hart, Pat White, Helen Lenskij
and Bill Weldon, as well as the
Shared Use Committee under
Cecil Martindale, Winston Roach
and Adam Lenskij, approval has
been finally obtained from the
Minister of Eduction to build a new
school costing approximately $1.7
million.

The second victory was won by
the Frankland Principal Selection
Committee composed of Sue Bar-
nard, Adam Lenskij, Merylie
Houston and Bill Weldon. Be-
cause of their consistent pressure
and competent work, the entire
city has a new policy which per-
mits both parent and local teacher
representation on the selection
committees for new elementary
school principals.

In many ways the growing
strength and solid achievements of
the Frankland Community Council
are a tribute to the strong support of
Frankland principal, Cecil Martin-
dale.

Cec will be retiring at the end of
June after 40 years of service with
the Toronto Board. His even dis-
position, quiet strength and per-
sonal flexibility have been greatly
appreciated at Frankland and he
will be sorely missed by numerous
communities across the city.

Last month, over 75 parents and
teachers indicated their interest in
forming a parent-teacher group at
Rose Avenue. Public School.
Discussion centred around topics
the group wanted to work on and
should Rose Avenue become a
member of the Toronto Council of
Home and School Associations.

Eda Goldman of Don Vale and a
parent at the school was elected
president and things appear to be
shaping up for an active year
ahead.

Parents at Winchester also ap-
pear interested in forming them-

DACHI
Office Manager Required
forunusual and challenging
position to work in site office
of Co-op Housing Corp.
Experienced in office man-
agement, typing and basic
accounting skills.

Salary in the $8,000 range.
Call between 9 a.m. and 5
p.m., 923-9574.

HAVE YOU SEEN
BARNEY?
A male St. Bernard missing
from Regent Park District
March 11. Believed to be in
the vicinity of Stoufville.

If you have any information
please contact Mrs. Mary

selves into a more structured or-
ganization. After four principals in
four years, a major fire, and con-
stant threats regarding neighbour-
hood development,- it seems that
things have stabilized to the point
that parents want to become in-
volved again.

Through the initiative of
Sprucecourt school parent Bev
Stewart, a small group of parents
and teachers braved the spring
snowstorm last week to discuss
community feeings about the
safety of the school playground
equipment.

The group approved structural
changes which should reduce the
number of accidents which have
occurred over the past few months.
Principal Helen Sweet plans to call
another meeting in a month to tap
the interest expressed by parents in
planning the future expansion of
the playground.

Eastdale Secondary School
plan includes two important meet-
ings. One, held last Tuesday, saw

Chinese parents in the area discuss
how they feel the schools in Ward
Seven can better meet the needs of
New Canadian students.

On April 16, at 8 p.m. at the
school, there will be another meet-
ing to determine the community’s
priorities in allocating vacant
space in the school.

Finally we turn to another chap-
ter in the continuing saga of the
survival of Sackville School.
After two-thirds of a year with a
student population of about 40 and
a staff of two, Sackville Parents
Group president Nancy Hardy re-
ports that parents are extremely
pleased with the education their
children are receiving and are de-
termined to keep the school open.

Most of the credit for the
school’s success goes to teachers
Jim Klein and Esther Wheatley
who, according to parents, have
risen to the challenge and have
done a superb job of ironing out the
wrinkles in what could have been
an obviously difficult situation.

Reader lauds Seven News media story

Dear Sir:

Iread with very deep interest the
recent article in Seven News on the
role of the news media in the com-
munity. It’s about time Borden
Spears and Peter Worthington
came out of their dream world.
After all, where would the Star and
Sun be if it were not for the various
communities who buy the papers
and their advertised products.

All newspapers should serve the
majority as well as minority in-
terests. John Piper was right on in
his remarks about community
newspapers’ need to exist. The
large daily papers tend to present
the news to suit their own
ideologies, not to mention the
political parties they represent.

Don Proulx
Kingsmount Pk. Rd.

Eastdale high school publishes paper

Besides the Toronto Sun and the
Toronto News, both of which are
or will be located in Ward Seven,
there 'is yet another newspaper
being published in the area.

Called The Times of Eastdale, it
is published by the students of
Eastdale Secondary school, 701
Gerrard St. East. The first edition.
dated February, is five mimeog-
raphed pages in length and in-
volves almost the whole student
population in its writing and pro-
duction.

A front page story shows that is
has a ‘‘No-holds-barred’’ ap-
proach to journalism. The follow-
ing is a reprint of it in its entirety:

A BIG DRAG
On Monday February 10, 1975 six kids

ANITA’S HAIR STYLING
239 Carlton St. 922-0478

Mon.&Wed. Sr, Citizens $1.75

Perms—$5.00 and up $2.50
Tints-$6.00 CHARGEX Earpiercing
Permanent Eyelashes Manicures
Bleaching-$7.50, Pedicures

from Eastdale Secondary School were al-
most caught smoking up in the girls was-
hroom, on the fourth floor on. the sixth

The Principal has some ideas as to who it
was and may not do anything about it right
now.

We will not mention any names as yet
unless they are caught by the principal and
questioned and names will be released by
the press

— EXCLUSIVE —
AN INTERVIEW WITH MR
BEARDSLEY

Mr. Beardsley said it is DANGEROUS
that this happened because we don't want
the reputation of our school ruined.

It is unfair to the rest of the school. It’s
bad enough for some people to be SMOK-
ING CIGARETTES on school property
BUT SMOKING UP JUST CAN'T BE
ALLOWED!

If he catches the people he would talk to
the parents. He is not anxious to expel any-
one from our school.

Reporter: Dennis Dack

Students from Eastdale plan to
visit the SEVEN NEWS office to
see how it is produced. Possibly
both sides will learn something
from the encounter.

£l

TORONTO FUELS

259 Lakeshore Blvd. E.

HEATING 0il and Gas
AIR CONDITIONING

Ask for Representative Bus. 362-5301
N. P. (Nick) Carpe

50 Years of service in Ward 7

Res. 923-8355

WYLIE INDUSTRIES
General Contractors

We specialize in renovation work and additions
No jobis too small. For an estimate or advice call

David Weenen.
274 Parliament Street  368-4571

(1;0 r;z\:rasaor?iggggm of two or more dependent children, under Smith, 216 Sackville Green,

d. in the case of buying, did not own a home previously and 364-0571. REWARD.
have a gross income of between $6,000.00 and $16,000.00: i . 5
e. inthe case of renting, are earning between $8,700.00 and :
$15,000.0C.

For information and application forms call:

Trefann Homes Corporation — 440 Queen St. East,
367-7600, Monday to Friday between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30
p.m.

W




SEVEN NEWS — Apr. 12, 1975 — 3

Cast of Pinocchio musical rehearses

Next week is Pinocchio Week in Toronto and as part of the celebra-
tion, the musical retelling of the famous story will be held at Rose
Avenue school, 675 Ontario Street.

Two performances for children will be held Wednesday, April 16
and Friday April 18 at 1:45 p.m. For adults, a performance will be
held at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 17 with an admission price of 50
cents.

Pictured above, part of the cast rehearses for the big show. Geral-
dine Johnson of the Inner City Angels assists in making the mask of
“‘The Wicked Fox'' with cast members Ashouk Kumar, Susan
Driver, (in top hat), Xena Zwicker, Robert Taylor (the wicked fox)

and Leslie Gralnick. J

- the idea is very good, there is no

Children’s art gallery
proposed for zoo site

lery. **The location and setting is
perfect and it could be quite com-
plimentary to a Domestic Zoo."’

Mr. Stapleton adds, **City
school children could be given as-
signments to depict the livestock
and fowl at the zoo and their work
selected for display

“Invitatuons to other Canadian
cities for exchange exhibits could
be developed, including Indian
and Eskimo children, French
Canadians and Ethnic groups.

"*Reproductions of the paintings
could be compiled into prints,
booklets and postcards for sale to
visitors. As a highly promotable
activity it could become an impor-
tant tourist attraction. Staffed by
volunteers it would be virtually
self- sustaining.””

Alderman Janet Howard sug-
gests that the community should
get involved in the project at an
early stage and that a general meet-
ing of Don Vale residents to dis-
cuss the idea would be a step in that
direction.

Don Vale resident and artist,
Bill Stapleton, has proposed to the
City that one or two of the unused
buildings at the Riverdale Zoo site
be turned into a Children’s Art Gal-
lery.

However, local alderman Janet
Howard has stated that although

money in the Parks budget for any
work on the zoo site proposal other
than simple demolition work.

She said that no work could be
done on the zoo site plan until 1976
at which time Mr. Stapleton’s
proposal would be given the ut-
most consideration.

In his letter to the City, Mr. Sta-
pleton said that during a trip to
Armenia last year, he visited the
world’s only permanent Children’s
Art Gallery.

**This large impressive gallery
features art done by children from
5 to 15 years from the Republic of
Armenia. The paintings, drawings
and crafts are of an exceptionally
high standard and reveal a fascinat-
ing insight into the general life and
culture of the area as seen through
the eyes of the children.”’

In his letter, Mr. Stapleton adds
that the Children’s Art Gallery
draws visitors from all over the
world and even motnts travelling
art shows.

Mr. Stapleton then suggests that
unused buildings in the Riverdale
zoo site ‘would be ideal for
Canada’s first children’s art gal-

GUITAR LESSONS
Beginners Welcome $3.00
Weekly half-hour lessons
Fraser Howard 962-8924

GOING AWAY
MAY 30 TO JUNE 18?
Parents visiting from Eng-
land would like to babysit
house downtown. Willing to
pay small rent. Can you

RS
DO-IT-YOURSELF

ONE STOP

SERVICE FOR YOU
IS OUR BUSINESS

SINCE 1917
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help us? Please ring
964-3374.
DA
-7l PP
PET STORE 4(( 392 QUEEN ST. EAST
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505 Parliament
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and BUILDING
SUPPLIES

HOME IMPROVEMENT CENTRE

FREE METRO DELIVERY
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Local Hindus celebrate festival of Phagwah

Over 450 people turned out last
Saturday night at Eastdale Secon-
dary school to climax the week-
long celebration of the festival of
Phagwah.

This famous Hindu festival,
roughly equivalent to the Christian
celebration of Easter, was spon-
sored by the Canadian HINDU Or-
ganization and organized by many
local residents of Ward Seven.

Featured guest speaker was
Nick Leluk, MPP and Parliamen-
tary Assistant to the Minister of
Culture and Recreation. Also
speaking at the occasion was Mrs.
Leela Nadhan, director of the

Government of India Tourist Of-
fice, who explained the signifi-
cance of the festival to the many
present.

Master of ceremonies was Mr.
Roop Sharma, a trustee of the
Hindu organization. Assisting him
were Mrs. Rahil Kahn and Miss
Sati Singh.

In his remarks to the audience,
Mr. Sharma said, ‘'In celebrating
the festival in this fashion with a
display of crafts, sarees, dances
from various states of India and Sri
Lanka together with English and
Indian songs, the Canadian Hindu
Organization is trying to foster

Meridian plans in limbo

by MARK INGLIS

Excavation at the west St.
Jamestown site by the Meridian
group has stopped, and there has
been no construction except for
demolition and clearing of the area
south of St. Jamestown.

In a telephone interview Walter
Manthorp of the Meridian group
denied that work had stopped at
West of St. Jamestown site, and
claimed that the southern site was
still in the planning process. He
said that Meridian did not work by
deadline, and that although exca-
vation had been in progress for
over eight months there was no-
thing irregular about the project.

Mr. Manthorp refused to com-
ment on the financial state of the
company, although it is known that
West St. Jamestown has been of-
fered on the market for sale. There
have been no takers and seemingly
no interested bidders.

Since West St. Jamestown has
been offered for sale, the rents in
St. Jamestown have increased. A
one bedroom that rented for $160
has increased by $50 to $210, a
rate above the inflationary aver-
age. ;

Janet Howard, alderperson for
the area, says that the Meridian
group may be trying to raise their
own money to finance their pro-
jects in the St. Jamestown area be-
cause of the high cost of mortgage
money. Or they may be building
up a cash flow, and waiting for the
mortgage rates to fall, which the
rates are now beginning to do.

When asked why she thought
Meridian had gone ahead and
started excavation, when they
knew the market was unfavorable,
Janet Howard said that if they had

([ PANELLING |

g PLUMBING r’
! ELECTRICAL !
ROOFING J
TILE
FLOOR & CEILING

INSULATION
5 DOORS
gk & MOULDINGS

P e

366-8097
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not started to excavate within six
months of the time the construction
permit was issued, it would be-
come invalid. Meridian had little
choice: to protect their investment,
they had to excavate.

As for the South of St. James-
town, Mrs. Howard said that
Meridian was to have given a prog-
ress report to City Hall in January.
As yet, no report had beén made.

Meridian's plans for the future
of the St. Jamestown area are still
uncertain. However Mrs. Howard
says that the Meridian group have
indicated that they are not in-
terested in building a shopping
center in the South St. Jamestown
project. This will “*guarantee the
continued existence of the Parlia-
ment Street merchants.”’

inter-ethnic and inter-cultural ap-
preciation. and understanding.’’

A high point of the festival was
when local artist Azeez Kahn, a
Guyanese musical director capti-
vated the audience with a holy
song. The audience, regardless of
their faith, participated by joining
in the singing of the song.

Another high point of the even-
ing was the quality, quantity and
variety of the Indian dishes. Those
preparing them included the fol-
lowing: Mrs. Sreematee Harry-
paul, Chan Singh; Indra Harry-
paul, Mrs. Malini Prashad, Sati
Singh, Mrs. Dhani Sharma, Mrs.
Phalmali Persaud, Lynette and
Tara Persaud, Mrs. A. Sub-
ryamani, Mrs. Shanti Maharaj and
Miss Edith Ferguson.

The Ken Somoroo group pro-

vided Indian guitar music which

was much appreciated and Indian
dances were staged by Mangala
Timbe, Tara Persaud, Mrs. Dolly
Ramdin and Mrs. Matish Roy.

Although the Festival of Phag-
wah is over for another year, Mr.
Sharma pointed out that Hindu cul-
tural activities still continue at
Eastdale Collegiate.

The Canadian Hindu Organiza-
tion conducts regular ‘cultural ac-
tivities every Saturday at 4 p.m. at
the school. He also added that tui-
tion in classical and semi-classical
Indian music, Hindi songs, dances
of India and the languages of India
will be available soon to all in-
terested persons.

ROOMING HOUSE
OWNERS

‘Licence renewals are due June 1st 1975.

Why wait till the last minute to acquire your
PRODUCTS OF COMBUSTION SYSTEM.

CITY SAFETY SERVICE
WE SELL AND OR INSTALL

Products of combustion detectors (POC)

Pull Stations

Fire Extinguishers

All Products U.L.C. listed

“Call us for safety's sake”

Free Estimates

368-4274

r‘:t.‘m

ALL..

= Plumbing and Heating
Repairs, Alterations and

New Fixtures Installed

= Bathrooms and Kitchens

Modernized

= Electrical, Carpentry,

Tileing, Plastering,
Papering. Painting,

Roofing and Eavestroughing

DEPENDABLE -

PLUMBING AND HEATING LTD.

Phone

466-0405

925-6851

metro lic. PH 251
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Health clinic started in Sally Ann Hostel

by MORLEY E. PITTS

An innovative health service is
now being offered daily to the resi-
dents of the Salvation Army Men’s
Hostel at 135 Sherbourne Street.
The official opening of the Salva-
tion Army Men’s Hostel Infirmary
was held last month. The dedica-
tion and ‘‘bandage cutting’’ cere-
monies attracted close to 100
guests and officials. Brigadier
Frank Watson, one of the chief
administrators in the Social Ser-
vices branch of the Salvation Army
gave the address and prayer of de-
dication. Instead of the normal
“‘ribbon cutting’’ there was an ap-
propriate ‘‘bandage cutting’’ by
Brigadier D. E. Strachan, adminis-
trator of the Hostel, and Morley
Pitts, a third year Chiropractic stu-
dent and Chairman of the Execu-
tive Committee of the Infirmary. A
cold buffet lunch and a tour of the
Infirmary was given after the short
service.

A statement of the function of
the new facilities was outlined on
the programme: ‘‘The staff of this
infirmary is dedicated to and
trained for the First-Aid needs of
the men of this hostel. They are
deeply concerned that the result of
their volunteer efforts will be im-
provement in the general health,
both physically and mentally of the
over 400 men because there is a
group of students who cares.”

The four year Chiropractic edu-
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Ontario wants
you to
your fair share

of $375 million
Tax Credits.

Thousands of Ontario residents will share in this vear’s

cation provides for internship
programmes in both the third and
fourth years. However, being
situated in a very affluent area of
thecity(1900 Bayview Ave.) many
of the students felt that more could
be done to reach the poor of the
city. The contact was made by
Morley Pitts with the Salvation
Army and the ball started rolling.
The Residence Administrator,
Brigadier Strachan had been at-
tempting to work out some plan
which would provide a ‘*‘sick bay’’
for the hostel. He could not interest
any group in providing health ser-
vices to the Hostel.

Upon hearing of the Brigadier’s
idea, Morley went to work and or-
ganized his third year class mem-
bers. An Executive Committee
was set up to look after the major
planning and an Adminstrative
Committee was set up to look after
the staffing problems and record
keeping. Bob Gringmuth was ap-
pointed Chairman of the Adminis-
trative Committee and Morley
Pitts assumed the Chairmanship of
the Executive Committee.

Arrangements were made for
about 150 Chiropractic students to
take First-Aid courses with the St.
John Ambulance. Their exposure
to the First-Aid course was helpful
but their education in physical
diagnosis, pathology, x-ray, plus
numerous other courses is really
the background which provides
them with the necessary tools for

dealing with the men who now
walk into the infirmary every day.
The work being done is strictly
volunteer and completely separate
from the internship programme at
the Chiropractic College Clinic. It
is very similar to the community
work being done by the students in
the faculties of Law, Dentistry,
and Medicine at the University of
Toronto.

The Infirmary is open every day
from 5 p.m.till 1:00 a.m. There are
at least two staff members on duty
at a time and sometimes up to five
and six students have been on duty,

“because of the demand. The Infir-

mary saw over 100 men in the first
week of operation and has aver-
aged over this figure ever since.
The men have walked in with ev-
erything from cut fingers to gan-
grene. Numerous referrals have
been made to members of the
health services such as Public
Health Nurses, and Doctors of De-
ntistry,  Chiropractic  and
Medicine.

Often men are sent to a hospital
and return too sick to be left alone
in their rooms. When they are
‘‘down and out’’ they don’t always
get royal treatment from society.
The Infirmary staff have kept a
watchful eye on these men and in
some instances have made alter-
nate referrals so that they could be
properly cared for.

The programme is expanding all
the time. The doors have been

t

Tax Credits. Make sure you get vour fair share.

To apply. you must file both a Federal Income Tax form
(even if you don’t pay income tax) and the Ontario Tax

Credit form which comes with it.

Any questions? You may. free of charge. dial *0™ and
ask the operator for Zenith 8-2000. Residents within the
Metro Toronto local calling area should dial 965-8470.

William Davis, Premier
Arthur Meen, Minister of Revenue

TAX CREDIT SYSTEM

open for any man to use the ser-
vices even if they are not residents
of the Salvation Army Hostel. The
men resident in the Harbour Light
on Jarvis Street can also use the
Infirmary. There is a new prog-
ramme starting this week called the
‘‘Reclamation Programme’™ for
which men have been chosen who
show good potential through
careful guidance, to get back into
working society. The attack will be
made from many aspects, all of
which will encompass the triad of
“‘body, mind and spirit.”’ The men
chosen for this programme are sent
to the Canadian Memorial Chirop-
ractic College Clinic for a com-
plete physical examination includ-
ing x-ray and blood and urine
studies. Any health problems are
in this way recognized and the ap-
propriate therapy initiated. This
complete study is really beyond the
function of the Infirmary itself but
falls into the referral function of
the new unit.

The studeats of the programme
are extremely keen and genuinely
excited about their contribution to
the community in this programme.
It is hoped that before long, the
whole student body of almost 500
can be involved in similar prog-
rammes throughout the city. Al-
ready there is-a plan by the ad-
ministration of the Chiropractice
College to open a ‘‘Satellite
Clinic’’ in the Parliament and Ger-
rard Sts. area which would not be a

Above, Morley Pitts watches
Brigadier D. E. Strachan as he
completes the ‘‘bandage cut-
ting’’ ceremony at the opening
of the Salvation Army Men's
Hostel Infirmary.

First-Aid and Counselling Centre
like the Infirmary, but would pro-
vide Chiropractic health services
to the residents of the area. It
would not only be operational with
no surcharge above the coverage
provided by O.H.I.P. for Chirop-
ractic care, but would also be pre-
pared to treat those who have no
insurance coverage.

There will be more details of this
new program when it materializes.

News Round-up

Continued from Page One

The position of advertising
manager at Seven News will be
open in early May

Anyone in the Don Vale area
interested in setting up a
Community Dark Room for that
area is asked to contact Dudley
Paul at 923-7690 or come to a
meeting April 15, at 7 p.m. at the
Don Vale Community Centre....

A *‘*Meet your alderman’’
night will be held Tuesday, April
22, at 7:30 p.m. at the Don Vale
Community Centre, 80 Winches-
ter St. A pub night will follow the
meeting. All welcome — admis-
sion is free....

A rummage sale will be held at
7:30 p.m., May 2nd at Regent Park
United Church, 40 Oak Street.... A
daffodil tea will be held at the
same church at 1:30 p.m. on April
26th.....

Neighbourhood Legal Ser-
vices is open for business. They
are located at 257 Seaton Street
and a staff of five is there to help
people and groups in the area with
their legal problems. Phone them
at 921-7430 for information or an
appointment. ..,

PARLIAMENT
BEAUTY SALON

Special perms $5.50
including 5-way style cut free
178 Parliament at Queen
364-3433

COMPARE
for quality and
value....

CARLTON

FOOD MART

493 Parliament St.
925-1353
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| city hall
REPORT

by JANET HOWARD
Ward 7 Alderman

One of the ways developers used
to blockbust neighbourhoods was
to tear down houses in scattered
fashion so that an area took on the
look of a battlefield.

The City used to be guilty of that
kind of thing, for different reasons.
Houses came down for parking
lots, or to persuade people to go
along with urban renewal schemes
they were inclined to distrust.

In the late sixties the situation
got so bad that more family hous-
ing was coming down in a year
than was being built, and the ef-
fects were seen in swollen OHC
waiting lists, bombarded neigh-
bourhoods, and ugly, unnecessary
parking lots. It became almost im-
possible for the City to plan its
housing policies
blocks were reduced to rubble —
by then, it seemed simply spiteful
to refuse a rezoning for an apart-
ment building, since no one lived
in such an area any longer and the
land stood idle.

It took two years of putting
the case forcefully to the pro-
vincial government for the City
to be allowed some control over
demolition. What we have now is
not very complete: only residential
buildings, like houses or shops
with apartments above, are in-
cluded in the legislation we finally
got, but it helps as long as mem-
bers of City Council remain firm in
refusing to grant a permit for de-
molition until a permit to build
something new on the site has been
granted. City Council sits as a tri-
bunal to hear these applications
and usually makes it clear to the
owner of a residential property that
it is not in the City’s interests for
residential properties to sit idle
when thousands of people are in
need of housing.

At the last sitting of Council an
application was heard for the de-

when whole +

molition of a house on Queen
Street, a couple of blocks east of
Parliament. It is a simple two-
storey house, now covered in in-
sulbrick, not in top condition but
certainly habitable. It is also a kind
of 19th century design that is fast
disappearing in Toronto and is
listed by the Toronto Historical
Board.

The owner of the house exp-
lained that his tenants are a nuis-
ance and he would like to tear the
house down. No new building at
all would replace it; the site would
be used te store equipment out in
the open, and he could use the
extra space.

Alderman Sewell and I well un-
derstand what a nuisance it is to
have tenants who cause trouble,
but neither of us could go along
with tearing down a house as a
solution. We get calls every day
from families who are desperate
for accommodation, and to such a
family one house makes all the dif-
ference. In addition, residents of
the surrounding area have been
working hard on a plan for their
neighbourhood, which is zoned
industrial but contains a great deal
of housing. Recognizing the need
for industry, they have attended
endless meetings with planners
and come up with ways to balance
housing and industry without sac-
rificing the housing. Each house
that goes, further damages the
neighbourhood.

The owner of the Queen St.
house is not a developer. He is not
a blockbuster. He runs a good and
useful business. But because of
past mistakes no one in Toronto
can any longer afford to think in
terms of just another house. There
aren’t that many others.

The sad ending to this story is
that Council by one vote chose to
issue the demolition permit. The
house will soon be gone. One less
place for a homeless family.

925-1141

ESTATE BOARD

/R

realtor

242 CARLTON ST.

Community wins supermarket fight

by DOUG WALLACE

Contrary to a story appearing in
the last issue of SEVEN NEWS,
the Dominion STORE AT 155
Sherbourne Street will be opening.

Tenants who moved into the On-
tario Housing Corporation apart-
ments at 155 Sherbourne and
Centre Point East at 191 and 201
Sherbourne, were told at the time
that a Dominion Store would be
opening at this location.

Some tenants from other On-
tario Housing units had requested
transfers to Sherbourne Street be-
cause a supermarket in the building
would make shopping much
easier. As a result, handicapped
people now comprise the majority
of residents in 155 Sherbourne
Street.

After standing empty for about
13 months, the Sherbourne One
Five Five Resident’s Association
decided that something had to be
done to see that the store was
opened.

Their first step was to circulate A
petition in the neighbourhood and
several hundred names were col-
lected.

Shortly after the New Year, it
was agreed that the Association
should seek the help of local politi-
cians and Alderman John Sewell
and Margaret Campbell, M.P.P.

for St. George's riding were ap-
proached. A public meeting was
held and a representative from
Dominion Stores was present.

As nothing was resolved at that
meeting, it was decided to form a
committee to deal directly with the
Dominion Head Office and to-also
explore other alternatives.

The committee chosen consisted
of John Sewell, Margaret Camp-
bell, Jean Manuel, Bert Horan,
Myrtle Hagerman, Doug Wallace,
Marlene Burns, Len Mellow, Jean
Asborne, Jim Houston and Peter
Petrakos.

A Mr. Kowman of Dominion
was invited to attend a meeting of
the committee and he outlined why
it was not feasable to open the store
at that time or in the near future.

He stated that there should be at
least 20,000 people in the im-
mediate area as a first step. How-
ever, he assured the committee that
his company would be holding a
meeting within a week and that a
final decision would not be made
until then. Subsequently, several
phone calls were made to him at his
head office but they produced no
information as to what decision

had been made.

The committee was prepared to
call another meeting when word
was received from John Sewell
that Dominion would be opening
in July of this year. During the next
three months, all necessary
equipment would be installed and
renovations made.

Credit must be given to the
committee and the residents as-
sociation who made this all possi-
ble. This is further proof that when
concerned citizens of a community
band together to fight for some-
thing they believe in, they can help
to change things.

DON VALE
DENTURE
CLINIC

A complete low-cost
Denture Service

219 Carleton St.
at Berkley
Telephone 922-7947

S AN L

BUY OR SEL
IR SELL 925.1141
E.J. STANTON

REAL ESTATE BROKER LTD.
MEMBER TORONTO REAL

Couscous 1.00
(W/chicken) 1.75
Heart of Palm .95

BUMPKINS
TAKEOUT FOODS

Hours 12:00 - 9 p.m. (Mon. to Fri.) (Sat.) 5 - 11 p.m.

..............................................
...........

Chicken Cacaatore 1.75
Curry (shrimp or chicken) 1.75
Avocado and Crab 1.50
Assorted salads and sandwiches
296A Gerrard E.

961-5330

PHONE: 921-5266

"GOLDBERRY'S EAST
natural foods

555 PARLIAMENT STREET (|%2 blocks South of Wellesiey St.)

Wholesome food for the prudent shopper.
at the lowest possible prices.

BAIN & SON
WINDOW CLEANERS

861-1540 (After 6 p.m., 248-2540)
Toronto H.B. Bain

PAPE
CONTRACTORS

768 Pape Ave., Toronto
964-6858
Carpentry, building
remodelling and repairs.

ISUN RAY

RESTAURANT
235 Carlton
(atParliament) 922-4171
Finest Chinese Food

FREE HOME DELIVERY

e i

TASTY-RITE
FRIED CHICKEN

478 PARLIAMENT STREET, TORONTO
(Corner Parliament & Carliton Streets)

NOW EXTENDED DELIVERY SERVICE

SNACK-PACK, 1.20
2 pieces of chicken with french fries

THRIFT-DINNER 1.50
2 pieces of chicken with french
fries and salad

DINNER-SPECIAL 1.90
3 pieces of chicken with french
fries and salad

THRIFT-PACK 3.90
9 pieces of chicken

FAMILY BUCKET 5.90
15 pieces of chicken

PARTY BARREL 7.75
20 pieces of chicken

SALADS 8o0z. 40 16o0z. .75
macaroni, potato, cole slaw

SOFT DRINKS .25
your choice

BEVERAGES .20

coffee or tea
MILK & CHOCOLATE

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY ON ORDERS
OVER $4.00
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

BUSINESS HOURS

Monday to Thursday 11am.-12p.m.
Friday 11am.- 2am
Saturday 11am.- tam
Sunday 11am.-10p.m.

Your Orders are as near as your Phone

CALL 964-6389
or 964-6421

.............................

: PARLIAMENT HARDWARE :
‘ AND ‘
BUILDING SUPPLIES
419 Parliament St.
961-5870

esetessessssnssssssssnsen e

Wallpaper

Pastel Colours

Reg. $2.99/single roll
Now $2.25/single roll

Semigloss Enamel

Reg. $12.90/gal.
Now $7.99/gal.

Unique Offer!
Free Professional Advice.

...........................

Colours for Spring
20% OFF!

Trend Setter

Reg. $4.95/single roll
Now $3.99/single roll

Par Flat Latex

Reg. $11.49/gal.
Now $6.99/gal.

ko

SINCE 1929

A LEADER IN
PEST CONTROL
SERVICES AND

SACKVILLE)

GUARANTEED.

4

PEST CONTROL

OUR RETAIL STORE AT 434 QUEEN ST. E.
CAN SUPPLY YOU WITH THE RIGHT
PRODUCTS AND INSTRUCTIONS TO DESTROY ROACHES,
FLEAS, BED BUGS, ANTS, SILVERFISH, RATS, MICE AND
ALL OTHER HOUSEHOLD PESTS.
IF YOU WISH, WE CAN ARRANGE FOR ONE OF OUK TRAINED AND

LICENSED SERVICEMEN TO ELIMINATE THESE PESTS FROM
YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS. FREE ESTIMATES -

BIKOE MFG. CO. LTD. 434 QUEEN ST. E. TORONTO.
363-8821

# Ain%

PRODUCTS

(AT
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The Riverdale Zoo

by GEORGE RUST-D’EYE

For the first 65 years of
Toronto’s existence, zoological
gardens were not placed very high
on the list of municipal priorities.
The first such facility recorded in
the City was Alderman Harry
Piper’'s Zoo, which commenced
about 1872.

This zoo was once situated at the
north east corner of Front and York
Streets, the later site of the
Queen’s Hotel, and then the Royal
York. It also occupied for a time
the Crystal Palace in the Exhibition
Grounds.

A drawing from the Evening
Telegram in the 1880’s showed
Harry Piper’s Zoo at the Front and
York site. It was an open-air pro-
duction, with a neat row of pens in
which were placed the various at-
tractions, such as ‘‘large bear,
small bear, monkeys, parrots,
eagles, elephants and whale’’.

One can only speculate as to
how the parrots and eagles were
prevented from flying away, or
how the whale was kept happy in
view of the fact that he was laid out
on the ground without a drop of
water in sight! There was also a
beaver and water-fowl pond and a
Theatre on the grounds.

At some point in time, the Piper
Zoo came under the auspices of the
Toronto Zoological and Ac-
climatization Society. In 1888 a
public poll was taken to decide
whether or not the citizens wished
the City to purchase and maintain
the collection of animals and
curiosities belonging to the Soci-
ety, as an adjunct of one of the
public parks and as a free exhibi-
tion for the education of the peo-
ple.

The voters turned down the
proposal by a vote of 982 to 248.
Thus the idea of a zoo in a public
park was laid to rest, and was
not revived until ten years later,
when Alderman Daniel Lamb
appeared upon the scene.

We will see later how Alderman
Lamb founded the Riverdale Zoo,
but first, let us return to earlier
times to trace the development of
Riverdale Park.

Most of the land which now
comprises the Park was purchased
by the City in the 1850’s for the
establishment of a Gaol and Indus-
trial Farm. At that time, of course,
the site was far away from the
populated areas of the City.

In 1863, a portion of the Farm,
bounded by Winchester, Sumach,
Carlton and the Don River, was

sold by the City to the Trustees of
the Toronto Necropolis.

However, by 1875 the surround-
ing area had become ‘‘thickly
populated’”, and local citizens
strongly objected to the use of this
land as burial ground. The City
therefore decided to repurchase the
property and to include it as part of
what was then known as the
**Eastern Park’’.

In 1876, the City held a competi-
tion to solicit creative plans for the
laying out of the various parks in
the City. The winning plan for the
Eastern Park consisted of a system
of gravelled paths, a pond and
waterway with islands finished as
rockeries, the building of rough-
cast lodges at the five entrances,
and ornamental fountains to be
erected near Sumach Street.

The park was to be re-named
‘“‘Phoenix Park’’.

It is not-known how many of
these ideas were actually im-
plemented. Certainly the name
““Phoenix’” didn’t catch on; the
park continued to be known as
‘‘Eastern’’ or sometimes ‘‘River-
dale’’ until the late 1870’s. On
August 11, 1880, *‘Riverdale
Park’’ was officially declared
open.

Most of the work involved in
preparing and laying out the
grounds of Riverdale Park and the
present site of the zoo, was pro-
vided by a nearby source of ready
labour, the Don Gaol.

Year after year, from the 1870’s
through to the 1900’s, the Com-
missioner of Parks and Gardens
joyfully recounted the number of
manhours of prison labour spent on
maintaining and improving  the
site.

Fill was obtained in the form of
refuse collected by the City
Scavanger Department. Trees,
flowers and grass were planted and
fertilized with manure from the
Eastern Stables, a contribution of
the City Streets Commissioner
gratefully acknowledged by the
Property Commissioner in his
Final Report of 1897.

Available records do not indi-
cate with precision the date of
commencement of the Riverdale
Zoo. Jesse Middleton, in his **His-
tory of the Municipality of To-
ronto’’, published in 1923, states
that the first acquisitions for it were
made in 1894.

It appears likely that the first ex-
hibition of animals at Riverdale
occurred in 1899. Certainly it is
agreed by everyone that the zoo
was made possible through the ef-

KITSCH 363-0905
OLD CLOTHING
COLLECTORS ITEMS
ANTIQUE FURNITURE
MEMORABILIA
330 Queen St. E.

ANTIQUES

MY PLACE

Buying or Selling the contents of your home?

NEW AND USED FURNITURE

252-54
263-65

Queen St. E

364-4369
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=,

THE DOOR STORE

112 Queen St. E.
363-2539

=%

Antique Doors,
Fireplace Mantles’
Stained Glass
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A weekend afternoon at the olc
Railway might carry 15,000 people to the zoo.

forts of Alderman Daniel Lamb,
who enlisted the co-operation of
other public-spiritell citizens in
providing the zoo with its first
animals and enclosures for their
accommodation.

The first residents of the zoo
were two prairie wolves and a
few deer, hopefully housed in
separate pens from one another.
These pioneers, were, in 1899,
joined by sixteen pheasants and
two ocelots.

In 1901, J. W. Flavelle im-
proved the pheasantry and donated

| Mementos of

‘i

Yesteryear

three pairs of Canadian Wood
Ducks, and Chester D. Massey
donated a polar bear along with a
polar bear pen.

In 1902, Alderman Lamb was
commissioned by the Toronto
Street Railway Company to purch-
ase a young elephant named
*“Cap’’ as its donation to the zoo.
That Company also, in 1902, ar-
ranged for the erection of *‘a large
two-storey building of Morrish de-
sign built of stone and pressed
brick with a tile roof”’. This attrac-
tive building, later named ‘‘Don-
nybrook’’, stands with its north-
facing turret near the end of Carl-
ton Street.

At one time there was an orna-
mental cannon in front of it point-
ing toward the north-west. There
was also originally an iron fence
built in 1896, enclosing the area
bounded by Winchester, Sumach
and Carlton. Of this fence, only the
stone gate posts remain. They were
once surmounted by ornamental
lanterns.

1902 also saw the addition to the
zoo of a a pair of African lions, a
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{ Riverdale Zoo in 1913. On a sunny Sunday the Toronto Street

male camel and a female dromed-
ary. The latter animal found that
the climate didn’t suit her, so she
was sent back for replacement.

The Dominion Government do-
nated a fine buffalo bull from
Banff National Park. Unfortu-
nately there was no proper ac-
commodation for him, so he spent
his first year in the deer paddock.
This humiliation was later com-
pounded by his being given a Pol-
led Angus cow to run with until a
buffalo cow could be found!

In 1902 the zoo also acquired six
pens of various kinds of monkeys,
a Siberian bear and a young female
crane to mate with one presented
the year before. On the weekend
that the elephant and lions were
first shown, the Toronto Street
Railway carried 20,000 people to
the zoo.

By 1905, the zoo boasted
sixty-one animals and a great
number ‘of birds of various kinds.
And so the zoo continued to im-
prove over the years. More build-
ings were added and more people
came to visit the animals. Some-
times 15,000 people would attend
on a sunny Sunday afternoon.

First 7 news award

The Seven News Editor-
ial Committee will, from
time to time, make cash
awards to people in the
community in recognition
of their editorial contribu-
tions to SEVEN NEWS.

The first such award,
for $10, is being made to
George Rust-D’Eye as a
token of gratitude for the
entertaining and informa-
tive articles he has writ-
ten for SEVEN NEWS.

i
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The ‘‘Donnybrook’’

o

built in 1902 for the Riverdale Zoo by the

§

Photo: City of Toronto Archives

Gordon Sinclair, who once
lived in the area, remembers se-
eing elephants, llamas, camels
allowed to run at large on the
Don flats.

The zoo remained a City and
neighbourhood institution until
1974, when, on June 30th, at sun-
down, it closed its gates for the last
time.

The City has now decided to
re-open the Riverdale Zoo site to
the public as a 19th century animal
farm. Plans call for an actual
gothic-style farmhouse and
English-style barn to be acquired
and moved to the site.

An old ‘‘Pennsylvania’® barn
has already been purchased. The
““Donnybrook’’, which has been
recommended by the Review
Committee of the Toronto Histori-
cal Board for listing, is likely to be
retained, at least for the time
being.

As plans now exist, it will prob-
ably stand in the middle of the cow
pasture. Most of the remainng
buildings are to be torn down,
though fortunately the beautiful lit-
tle duck house and bridge at the
bottom of the hill are to be kept.

Hopefully the resident ducks,
geese and goldfish will stick
around. For them and for us,
Riverdale Zoo is gone but not
forgotten.

My thanks to Bill Dendy, a
resident of Ward Seven and a
member of the staff of the To-
ronto Historical Board for in-

formation used by me in this

and previous articles.

For those readers confused
by the caption on the photo-
graphs accompanying my arti-
cle in the March 15 Seven News
— my apologies. The upper pic-
ture was of 58 Hogarth; the
lower one showed number 66,
also referred to in the article.

Toronto Street Railway Company. Considered by the Toronto
Historical Board for listing, it may survive as part of the planned

animal farm.

Photo by George Rust-D'Eye
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Seven News

by NORMAN G. BROWNE

After an unanimous vote at its
last General Meeting asked them to

reconsider the matter, the Board of

Directors of SEVEN NEWS have
reversed themselves and approved
the concept of paying writers who
write for SEVEN NEWS on a li-
mited, experimental basis.

At its last Board meeting the
SEVEN NEWS directors approved
the payment of $25 per issue to the
Editorial Policy Advisory Com-

may pay writers

mittee (EPAC) to be used as they
saw fit to improve the quality and
quantity of editorial matter in
SEVEN NEWS.

The matter first came up when
the editor presented a detailed brief
to the Editorial Committee. In it he
pointed out that he was ‘‘losing’
two or three stories an issue be-
cause the community was either
unwilling or unable to write them
and he had no volunteers willing or
able to take them on as assign-

ments.

DRAMANheWARD

by SCOTT WILLOWS

Factory Lab Theatre at 207 Adelaide St. E., true to its claim as the
‘Home of the Canadian Playwright’ is presenting an exciting new
program of homegrown plays entitled WORKS TWO. Beginning April
8, three programs of two plays each will be running at week long
intervals. Five dollars buys your admission to three evenings of theatre.
The festival will feature the talents of some of Canada’s most promising
writers in conjunction with some of its busiest actors. The first cycle
presents two new plays: Bryan Wade’s ALIENS and Henry Beissel’s
adaptation of THE CURVE. Bryan Wade’s last Toronto effort was the
successful run at the Poor Alex of his play Blitzkrieg which was a study
of Hitler, directed by Eric Steiner. Henry Beissel is noted for his
outstanding children’s play INOOK AND THE SUN which was pro-
duced both at Stratford and at the National Arts Centre in Ottawa. For
further information call 864-9971 and watch this column.

Charles Druns (Richard Donat) sits in his desert living room
with wife Rhona (Patricia Phillips) and the baby which led them
to marriage.

William Hauptman’s HEAT now playing at Toronto Free Theatre,
has rekindled that excitement and electricity which has been associated
with past productions at this theatre. Jim Henshaw as Carroll Prine
captures a madman’s demeanour and psyche in this horror story which
is based loosely on the Arizona desert murders by Charles Schmidt in
the fifties. Carroll Prine is the iconoclast who upsets the barren land-
scape and the dead-end lives around him, with a perverted, systematic
elimination of his lady-friends. The imaginative set is a striking study in
symbolism: a pale blue sky, a burnt out billboard of two lovers in the
sand, a coke machine, a half buried refridgerator. It is a desolate
domestic setting with most of the action revolving around a moth-eaten
sofa. The entire stage is tilted in such a way as to suggest that the cast
and their collective fates are sliding into the audience. This is one of the
more literate plays to have appeared on the Toronto scene. The lan-
guage is pithy and tight — at times boisterously poetic. Martin Kinch's
direction is wonderfully controlled and powerful. Although the play is
set in the greasy fifties and the actions and the dialogue are often very
funny, Kinch never indulges his cast or his audience in the kind of
campy nostalgia which regularly accompanies the portrayal of that era.
Honourable mention must be made of Booth Savage as a likeable but
pathetic bulk, and Bobo as Joe Billie, a lonely cripple who dreams of the
open road. Both Richard Donat as a bumbling fellow whose first love is
his gas station, and Eileen Duerkop as Prine’s first victim are excellent.
HEAT was first produced at the New York Shakespearean Festival by
Joseph Papp, a powerful champion of New American talent. This is one
of the finest original productions in the city and well worth a visit. For
more information call 368-2856.

And last but not least for all those drama fans who are short on cash,
remember to watch out for some terrific street theatre, as your local
winos thaw out, and celebrate the rites of spring.

He pointed out that the paper
had no back-up capability on
editorial material. If a member of
the community failed to write a
story and no volunteer could be
found to write it, then it didn’t get
written or published and the com-
munity was the loser.

His suggestion, turned down by
the SEVEN NEWS Board, was
that the editorial department be al-
loted $25 an issue on a trial basis.
The articles to receive payment
would be on assignment from the
editor, be fully researched
new/feature articles, of a type not
normally written by a volunteer.

Payment for these types of arti-
cles-would be made after publica-
tion at a rate of approximately one
cent a word.

The Board of SEVEN NEWS
felt that the payment to some writ-
ers and not all might cause resent-
ment by those not getting paid and
the number of volunteers writing
for the paper might drop off.

They also felt there was an ap-
parent lack of control over who
would get paid and for what.

After the Board veto, the idea
died until the SEVEN NEWS Gen-
eral Meeting when Chairman John
Piper mentioned it in his report to
the community.

At that point, Art Moses, a fre-
quent writer for SEVEN NEWS
(and a former writer for the To-
ronto Citizen at one cent a word)
re-opened the matter from the
floor.

After re-opening the discussion,
he withdrew from the debate on the
basis that he had an apparent con-
flict of interest. The idea was
kicked around amongst those at the
meeting and finally, by a vote of
around 70 to nil, the Board of
SEVEN NEWS was asked to re-
examine the matter.

The Editorial Committee then
suggested a number of alternatives
for the use of the money and sug-
gested they be given the money
and be allowed to try them on an
experimental, trial basis.

Some other alternatives men-
tioned were:

1. A prize of $10 to be awarded
to the best article in each
issue. Judging would be on the
basis of an opinion poll taken
at random in the community.

2. Pay one person per issue for
one major, in-depth article.

3. Pay each person who has an
article published in the paper a
percentage of the $25 per
issue.

If readers of SEVEN NEWS
have any other ideas as to how the
money could be spent, they should
get in touch with the Editorial
Committee. Also, anyone in-
terested in taking on an assignment
on a fee-to-be-paid basis should
also contact the Committee.

Marty Crowder is the Commit-
tee Chairman. Phone 923-9869.

by MARK INGLIS

Bonnie Blakney is a very active
member of the Don Mount Court
community so it is only natural that
she would become involved with
distributing Ward Seven News in
her neighbourhood.

In December 1974 she became a
founding member of the Don
Mount Court tenants association,
which was formed in order to raise
money for recreation for the
neighbourhood children.

Bonnie started a bingo which
has been a good fund raiser. She
had to get a licence from the pro-
vincial government, and now the
bingo runs every Thursday night in
the South Tower of the court. The
prizes are small, but so is the cost,
so nobody is ever a big loser:
Everybody is welcome.

The Don Mount tenants associa-
tion has had very good dances for
the teenagers. There now is a
drop-in center which has become
very popular with the young.

Bonnie is a teacher’s helper, and
may soon be an assistant teacher.
She helps teach children to read,
which requires a lot of patience.
She has just started to teach a new

Seven News is very pleased to have Mrs. Blakney and her seven
daughters with their friend Laurie Sears as distributers. In the
top row from left to right is Terry, Rhonda, Mrs. Blakney, and
Angel. In the front row are Bobby Joe, Billy Joe, Laurie Sears,
and Cathy, and in front is Tammy.

Distributor of the week

—

Photo by Mark Inglis

Canadian class where immigrant
children learn how to read and
write English. Her basic method of
teaching new Canadians is to have
the child draw a story, then speak it
to her, then write what she has
spoken.

Ms. Blakney is also involved
with the good will breakfast club,
where 27 children receive a free
breakfast at 7:30 every morning at
Dundas Public school.

Bonnie, who has lived in Don
Mount Court for six years, has
seven beautiful blond-haired girls
ranging in age from four to 13. The
children, along with some of their
friends, are the real distributors of
the paper.

Angel, Rhonda and their friend
Laurie Sears have been the most
recent distributers. Angel is in the
seventh grade and has demon-
strated artistic ability. Rhonda
likes to play volleyball and wants
to be an animal doctor, when she
grows up. Laurie likes to swim.

Bonnie says that all the children
in Don Mount Court are anxious to
help Seven News and they have all
been most helpful in distributing
the paper.

philippine chinese village
583 parliament st.

Grocery products: Homemade Eggrolls,Mushrooms
Beansprouts, Beancakes, Lychees, Prawns,
Shrimp, Marinated Pork, Won Ton, Mangoes,

catering Filipino-Chinese food for any occasion

call Linda Ballesteros
bus. 924-5991 ho. 923-9734

HELP

PAINTING and DECORATING

— FREE ESTIMATES —
THE BEST TIME TO PAINT
IS BEFORE IT NEEDS IT

DAVE BRAND 463 7929

SEVEN NEWS
REQUIRES AN

ADVERTISING
SALESPERSON

The successful applicant
should be a go-getter, able to
sell advertising to local mer-
chants, give them advice on
the design of the ad, mark and
design the ad for typesetting
and production and check it
prior to printing,
Terms and salary are negoti-
able.
Apply to Seven News, 80
Winchester St. or phone
920-8632

SUN FLOWERS

967-1682
A Full Assortment Of

554 Parliament St.

GREEN PLANTS
CUT FLOWERS

POTTERY AND PLANTERS
PLANT ACCESSORIES

Come In And Look Around Delivery

City Wide

WHOLE F0ODS TRADING CO.

464 Parliament St. at Carlton
Tel. 416-967-5196

(abbagetown’s own

Chee
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Cabbagetown boxers avert shut-out

by PETER WYLIE

Cabbagetown Boxing and Boys
Club had a rough day on their last
card held at the club in mid-March.
However, the card was well at-
tended and the bouts were all excit-
ing. Here are the results:

Mike Lynch, 75 pounds, of
Hamilton, won a close one over
Cabbagetown’s Alex Hilton.
Lynch had the reach and seemed in
excellent shape. Tim McGrory, his
trainer, gets the nod for his good
work.

John Hillick of West Hill bested
Cabbagetown’s little tiger, Mark
Robertson. Mark put on a great
scrap but couldn’t nail the fleet-
footed leprechaun.

Edison Armstrong of Detroit
proved too much for Michael
Robertson of Cabbagetown. He
stopped the game lad early in the

CBC looks on as Yokels lose city championship......

by IAN LAW

The Eager Beavers have de-
feated the Yokels II in the final
series of the season, dethroning the
Yokels as reigning City champ-
ions.

The Yokels Il were defeated in
the first game by a score of 4-0 as
the team just couldn’t get it to-
gether. In the opening minutes,
Captain Len Long put out the
Yokel power play line which came
very close to scoring but couldn’t
find the opening. The Beavers
scored in the first period.

The Yokels started pressing and
looked as if they might come back
but a rash of double penalties and a
couple of fights quenched the
Yokel’s fire.

The second game of the series
had to be the best contest of the
year. It was characterized by end-

to-end rushes and complex passing

first heat, and although Robertson
was still game and standing, his
coach threw in the towel. There's
always tomorrow....

Well, not enough can be said of
the next fight. Mike Henry of
Orilia, 106 pounds, and Ric Ben-
der, 108 pounds, of Cab-
bagetown, put on a tremendous
display of boxing. Henry got the
nod but I filmed the fight and will
show anyone who is interested that
our guy was robbed. I still can’t
believe the judges; all five of them.
Anyway, Henry was a good win-
ner and Bender was a gracious
loser. And Mike O'Rielly, Ric’s
trainer gets the nod for his good
work.

Bernie Guindon, 147 pounds,
will tell you that [ went over to him
before the last and final main event
and pleaded with him and his

plays.

Even CBC Television was on
hand to film this exciting match!

The Yokel’s John Piper scored
the opening goal on a perfect pas-
sing play from Vic Drury and lan
Law which handcuffed the Beaver
defense duo.

The Yokels came close to retak-
ing the lead as Doug Humphries
Just missed the open net, and Drury
rattled a shot off the goal post. Ear-
lier in the game, Doug Humphries,
Ian Law and Peter Law blunted thé
Beaver power play while their
team was two men short.

As the clock was running out
and overtime apparently unavoid-
able, the ball rolled into the corner
to the left of the Yokel net. It was
pursued by a Yokel and a Beaver.
The ball squirted loose to another
Beaver who desperately took a
shot from a bad ang and ‘it

Boxer returns to local club

trainer Rocky Walton to pull this
one out of the bag and get at least
one winner for Cabbagetown.

Cabbagetown has never been
shut-out at home yet and on three
occasions has won every bout on
the card.

Bernie did it. He went out and
beat highly regarded Dave Brooks
of Detroit who weighed in at 155
pounds. It was a tough one from
the outset but Guindon, ring-wise
from scores of past bouts, just out-
foxed his game foe. He beat
Brooks time and time again to the
punch.

Guindon by a unanimous deci-
sion. Thank goodness!

Next big show will be 2:30 p.m.
on Sunday, April 20 at the Cab-
bagetown club when a contingent
of Detroit boxers will be back in
town.

caught a high corner of the Yokel
net with only one second left in the
game!

A surprising 2-1 victory for
Eager Beavers after an intense and
exciting game.

The League President, Rene
Boudreault, presented the Found-
ers Trophy to the jubilant Eager
Beavers, then both teams shook
hands and left the ice in amiable
Spirits.

Steve Gromaki, Peter Law,
Harry McLean, Vic Drury, John
Piper, Len Long, Mike Carpe,
Doug Humphries,  Chuck
Labinowitz, lan Law and Ray
Maheu, would like to thank the
fans for their very vocal support
throughout the season and
playoffs.

Returning as a member of the Cabbagetown Boxing Club
is Steve “‘Sugar’’ Grant who returned to the wars after hand-
ing them up last year due to illness. In a bout in Mississauga
last month, Steve took on rough and tumble Joe Hannah, 130
pounds, from Bancroft. Steve showed he was right back in
form as he danced and boxed his way to a resounding unani-
mous victory over his game opponent.

Hold Your Horses! DONT TRADE
PAINT YOUR WAGON

l..........‘...........I........'......l....."......l.

A new auto body/autopaint

..and women win

by LISE MAHEU

A best two-out-of-three series
for the Women's Broomball Title
was played at Ted Reeve Arena on
March 15. On hand was the men’s

shop has ppened...we'll
make your old car shine like

Yokels [ )ouy”

umphries menaces the opposition as Wheel and

Rim goalie Keith Weeks looks on.

Meeting called on summer sports

Soccer

The Broadview YMCA is again
taking a leadership role this year in
the organizing of an Inner-City
Summer Minor Soccer League.
The first organizational meeting to
get the new season underway is to
be held on Monday, April 14 at 7
p.m. in Room 201 at the Broad-
view YMCA.

Plans this year include:
® A coaching clinic put on by
Sport Ontario through the Toronto
Emeralds.
® A coaching manual for the
league. This would be largely writ-
ten along lines by those participat-
ing in the league.
® Promotion and publicity sur-
rounding the signing of players
who are assigned to teams for the
season.
® Assigning coaches and other
help to each team.

These, and other subjects will be
discussed in detail at the Monday
meeting. Anyone who can’t attend

or got notice of it too late can still
participate by phoning Ralph
Gauthier at 461-8123.

Softball

Although the remains of the late
spring blizzard still remain on the
ground, the summer softball sea-
son is fast approaching and area
sports organizers are starting to
gear up for it.

First off the mark is the Broad-
view Girls Summer Softball
League which will hold its first or-
ganizational meeting at the Broad-
view YMCA on Monday, April 21
at 7 p.m. in Room 204.

The meeting is open to anyone
and discussion will range around a
review of the 1974 season, plans
for the 1975 opener and the draw-
ing up of a League Constitution for
all teams and coaches to follow.

Anyone wishing to get involved
in this league in any capacity what-
ever, and who can’t make the
meeting, is asked to contact
Ralph Gauthier at 461-8123.

realistic prices because we
specialize.

441 Queen Street East

Call Peter Yacominine
368-6933
PAINT YOUR WAGON LTD.

league president, Rene Boud-
reault, who presented a large
trophy to the winners and two indi-
vidual trophies for the best player
on each team.

The two teams competing were
Sacre Coeur and Don Vale United
Cigars. The first game was excit-
ing and high scoring with DVUC
winning five to three. Scoring for
DVUC was Leith Piper with three
goals and Barb Drury with two.
The game went back and forth for
awhile until near the end when
DVUC put on the pressure.

The second game was played the
following Saturday and was just as
exciting as the first. This time,
with excellent goaltending by
Eleanor Law, the DVUC team won
three to nothing.

Crissy Taggart scored two goals
and had one assist with Leith Piper
scoring the other goal plus an as-
sist. Barb Drury also accounted for
two assists

The Don Vale defense of Donna
Takino, Dorothy Coultice, Leslie
Kyriakou and Lise and Judy
Maheu held the Sacre Coeur team
at bay. The offense of Win Turner,
Linda Ladoucer, Jean Law and Rosa
Kupa, did an excellent job of keep-
ing the girls of Sacre Coeur tied up
in their own end.

The trophy for the best women’s
team in Toronto went to the DVUC
team and Leith Piper took the
trophy for being that team’s most
valuable player.

After the presentation, Coach
Vic Drury and the girls of the win-
ning team extended their thanks to
United Cigar Stores for sponsoring
the ice time so that the girls could
play.

new! We repair and paint at ©

BANKRUP

ALE

SAVE '5070RMORE

Joseph Sprachman TRUSTEE has ordered that

Gentlemen Two

725 Queen St. E.
be sold to the public

Lipson shirts, Fine Gold Jewellery, Men’'s Suits,
and Suit lengths; pants, pant lengths; Watches,
Diamonds, ladies shirts, slacks, pants, suits

ALL FINEST CLASS GOODS
SALE AT 725 QUEEN ST. E.



