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&Todmorden Mills: A taste o

M Todmorden Mills is celebrating Christ-
mas the way our Canadian forefathers

) did. :
Between Dec. 3 and 24 all the senses
M will be delighted with the smell of baking
cakes, the sound of crackling fires, the
') sight of fresh pine decorations, and the
taste of hot mulled cider and nineteenth
9 century delicacies. Hidden along the bank
of the Don River, the site has two of

§9) Toronto’s oldest homes in resplendant -

Victorian decorations for the Christmas
29 season. Each weekend cooking demon-
strations will tempt you, and on Dec. 22a
5] choir will sing by the hearth in the par-
lour of the Helliwell House, and Saint

b Nicholas will make an early stop.
Todmorden Mills, once a thriving com-
munity, was built as an industrial area
along the Don River. The original mills’
o# supplied much of the early timber and
flour to house and feed the earliest resi-
o) dents of the small town of York. Today
/A the site includes two residences built in
¥ 1708/1812, and 1838. Also on site are a
brewery, now used for changing exhibits,

+

mill, built m 1825, now used as a com-
" munity center for the borough of East
York. Located at 67 Pottery Rd. between
Bayview and Broadview.
& Admission, which includes guided tours
of the site, is $1.50 for adults, $1.00 for
seniors and students, and $.50 for child-
¢ ren. Hours of operation are Tuesday-
Friday 10 a.m.-4 p.m. and Saturday and
Sunday 11 a.m.-4:30 p.m. For more
information call 424-2250.

B

. The Icies at
»Riverdale Park

+

£9) By Ethel Proulx

dale Park?
:9) How we used to climb up on this long
board with runners under it, holding 10 to
'Y 12 people and down we would go, hoping to
go the farthest, but not so far that we would
.9 go into the Don River.
. The hard work was when you had to pull
LY the bobsled back up the hill, but it was
\ worth it, to go flying down again.
I remember one year when my brother
came home with his leg split open. His
b hobsled crew had hit a small metal post at
the bottom of the slide. They were fun
days.
If you remember those days, write to me

4

. about them and we will print it, and bring -

back some old memories for others.

" Who remembers the “Icies” at River-
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They just don’t make them like this anymore: these two dolls, along with the wooden horse and the three-wheeled bicycle were
Christmas presents for kids at the turn of the century. pposo Courtesy of Todmorden Mills

The,story of the Huron Carol,

By Pat Shroeder

Missionaries in Canadian history were
closely associated with explorers and trad-
ers. The first permanent Indian mission
was established by Recollect friars in 1615
and ten years later the first Jesuits arrived.

The most noted of the Jesuit missions
was in Huronia, between Lake Simcoe and
Georgian Bay. Headquarters were at Fort
Ste. Marie, built on the Wye River near
Midland in 1639. Around it were a group

T T

of missions: St. Jean, St. Louis, St. Ignace
and St. Joseph.

The more famous of the Jesuit priests
was Father Jean de Brebeuf. He spent
some twenty-two years ministering to the
Hurons, learning their language, prepar-
ing a grammar and dictionary and trans-
lating the catechism into the Huron tongue.

In an effort to make the Christmas story

real to his flock, Father Brebeuf wrote the
first Canadian Christmas carol. Using the

. bly sung first in 1641 or 1642 and thereaf-

Canada’s first &

tune of a sixteenth-century French carol, }&¢

he interpreted the Nativity in terms the
Indians would understand, speaking of
Jesus as ““the Great Spirit” and of the Wise
Men as three chiefs. His carol was proba-

ter each Christms until the fatal year of
1649.

In 1649 an Iroquois war party invaded
Huronia, killing or driving out all the
Hurons, and destroying the missions. Re-

continued on page g
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Kathe Sesto
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Cabbagetown/Riverdale News is a non-profit newspaper
serving the Cabbagetown and Riverdale communities. OQur
thanks to the volunteers who helped in putting together the
paper and in the distribution.

OFFICE: Ralph Thornton Centre,
765 Queen St. E. M4M 1H3

PHONE: 461-5730
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ADVERTISING MANAGER: Chris McMunn
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From the Gang of The Cabbagetown-Riverdale News
newsroom, Merry Christmas, Joyeux Noel, Feliz Navidad,
Eftihismena Christougenna and % 7 yx
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paper possible: Catherine DeAngelis, Faby Ferraro, Pat
Halford, Ellen Hanbidge, Benita Ho, Jim Houston,
Charmaine Mugford, Kathe Sesto, Pat Shroeder, Chris
Taggart.

Layout done by David Dool, Catherine DeAngelis, Kathe Sesto.

Thanks to our volunteers wh i i
Benita Ho and Pat Shroeder. N A productlpn of this

W A CITY ADULT-LEARNING CENTRE

o

LE CHATON

The Cat Store: The Shop For The Cat Love
BOUTIQUE FOR CAT LOVERS

466-4094

MD.
PHYSICIAN & SURGEON
announces the opening of her office as
General Surgeon

855 BROADVIEW AVE. SUITE 303, 3RD FLOOR
TORONTO, ONTARIO M4K 2P9

OFF.: 466-4466

Did you drop out of high school and wish
to get back in'an all adult school?

Do you need to upgrade your Mathemat-
ics and English skills to enter high school or
to expand your employment
opportunities?

Well, it may be much easier than you
think.

The City Adult Learning Centre, run by
the Toronto Board of Education, help you
achieve your goals. The centre has programs

in adult basic education that prepares you

NG RN e BN e % F R e -
forentering ﬁlgﬁ school, as well as courses in

English as a second language. In addition,
there is a wide range of High School credit
courses needed to enter colleges or
universities. i

The centre is inviting adults to explore
“heir future at the centre as a full-time or
part-time student. The programs are tuition
free.

The City Adult Learning Centre is located
at 1 Danforth Ave., opposite to the Broad-

“appointment. call 461-1145 or 461-9615

view subway. For more informationandan

SUPER SAVER KENYA
SAFARI

RENT-A-WIFE .

HOUSEHOLD ORGANIZERS

16 Days - CDN. $3200.00

INCLUDES:
Return Flights, Meals, First Class
Hotel /Lodge Accommodation,

What?

6 Persons to a bus, English CLEANING ow ‘
: — 3HR MINIMUM |

speaking driver guides, Entrance = ‘

2 |

fees to National Parks. ;

MlNOR ELECTRICAL — PLUMBING — CARPENTRY — PAINTING — GRAPHICS ‘

PICTURE HANGING — COLOUR CO-ORDINATION ‘

FANTASTIC GAME VIEWING i ;

LIMITED SPACE.

PERSONAL WE WILL GIVE YOU AS MANY HOURS PER WEEK AS YOU NEED TO ATTEND TO |
ORGANIZING gggggmﬁt 2%@%@@8001’(55.%% E—TQRGANIZING — CO-ORDINATION OF A MOVE |
‘ : Lo — ETC - : ‘
Departure 21st. February 1986 =~ e
ALSO WORLDW‘ DE TRAVEL - WE SPECIALIZE IN WEDDINGS AND DINNER PARTIES. PROVIDING THE FOOD
CATERING OF YOUR CHOICE. SERVICE AND BARTENDERS PLUS MUSIC PHOTOGRAPHER

DECOR AND FLOWERS. SPECIALTY: SECOND MARRIAGES AND SMALL IN-HOME WEDDINGS
FREE ESTIMATES: 964-8913

ARRANGEMENTS

E.A.TRAVEL

574 Parliament Street
: South of Wellesley

| Tdronto, Ontario M4X1P8
(416) 967-0067

Call Judith for a Free Estimate. 964-8913

.....................
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Youth unemployment: No more talk, action -

There’s a group of east end youth, em-
ployers and community workers who refuse
to sit back and accept that high youth
unemployment in this area is an unavoid-
able consequence of business conditions
that they cannot do anything about. They
are forming a Shoptalk Action Committee
to work towards getting more youth in this
community in steady jobs.

Youth and employers decided to form the
committee in the closing session of **Shop-
talk”, the East Toronto Youth Employment
Symposium held at WoodGreen Commun-
ity Centre, 835 Queen St. E. on Saturday,
Nov. 23. The WoodGreen Employment
Counselling Centre organized this sympo-
sium with financial assistance from the Min-
istry of Youth and the Ministry of Skills

Young people during the opening session of Shoptalk conference on

youth employment at the

‘Woodgreen Community

Development to give youth, employers and
local politicians an opportunity to share
their views and concerns about youth em-
ployment and unemployment.

Minister of Skills Development, Gregory
Sorbara, guest speaker at this event, told
“Shoptalk™ participants that the syposium
was the type of move towards partnership
between citizehs, business and government
which made goals like the reduction of
unemployment possible. Declaring that
:‘partnership is the name of the game.” he
challenged the people of Ontario to work
together with business and government to-
wards making “technology benefit the ma-
jority” and reducing the incidence of social
alienation among youth.

The participants made some strides in
establishing a working partnership that Sat-
urday. A number of youth spoke frankly
about their frustrating experiences getting
jobs without experience and the reluctance
of employers to “‘give us a chance™.

Representatives from Consumer’s Gas,
Coca-Cola Ltd. and IBM Canada Ltd.

spoke about the job requirements which

their companies must set to meet the demands
of production in a competitive, high tech-
nology economy. The familiar question
“what happens to the youth with less than a
Grade 12 education™ also came up for
serious debate.

These and many other vital issues were

_ thrashed out in the workshops of *“*Shop-

talk”. Nobody came up with instant. com-
plete solutions to any of the problems dis-
cussed. But almost everyone who participated
in this symposium left with the feeling that
there was a lot more scope for reducing
unemployment among the vouth of East
Toronto than they thought existed betore

Interesting options for earning an income
came up in the “On Your Own" workshop
on opportunities for self employment which
was led by M.P.P. David Reville and Sean
Vanasse of Youth Enterprise. Many of the
women present were inspired by Dorothy
Rusoff, Sandra Perrera and Michelle Tor-
realba, who spoke about the satisfaction,
confidence and financial rewards they are
getting from their technical work at West
End Machining.

A number of the participants have already
joined the Shoptalk Action Committee and
will be working in 1986 to develop some of
the proposals which were presented infor-
mally at the symposium. One prospect they
want to deal with is a recommendation that
youth who complete government supported
job preparation programs should be given
youth certificates, an extra plus for facing
the job market. Some committee members
are also interested, in developing proposals
for improving job training programs which
could be submitted to planners at various
levels of government.

How do you feel about these issues? Have
you got some suggestions for reducing youth
unemployment that you would like to have
discussed and considered at an official level.
Or is there something you would just like to
say about the business of finding and keep-
ing a job? If so, contact Anne O’Donoghue
of the WoodGreen Employment Counsel-
ling Centre at 469-5211 to find out more
about the Shoptalk Action Commitiee. You
could be surprised to fintd out how much a
vibrant con L ity partoership can achieve.

CIMERMAN

REAL ESTATE LTD. - REALTOR MEMBER

% BECAUSE WE KNOW YOUR AREA SO WELL, YOU CAN BENEFIT.

WE WILL HELP YOU:

e understand when to sell

e with advice on preparing your
home to “show” well

® negotiate the best price
for your home

® manage your property

e with insurance for your home
e relocate anywhere in Canada
e with your commercial needs

e with mortgages

Call us now for a professional market analysis ol your
home. . .there is no cost or obligation whatsoever.

CALL 922-5533
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Our readers’ favorite recipes tempt vour palate

The Scandinavians have an old time
Christmas tradition of placing an almond in
a pot with their Christmas dinner. The per-
son who gets the almond in his/her plate is
considered lucky and can make a Christmas
wish.

Danish Rice Porridge

Risengrodis a Danish rice porridge, which
can be very good. The Danes eat it with a
sweet malt beer called hvidtol, which is a
non-alcoholic drink. Using a double sauce-
pan. Y2 Ib. (1 cup) rice is brought to the
boiling pointin 1% pints (3 cups) milk, when
it is strained, then gradually stirred back

- into the milk and cooked over water for
about 1% hours. Risengrod is eaten with
sugar and cinnamon, and each spoonful of
the porridge is dipped into melted butter
before eating. If very solid, it is thinned with
hot milk or cream.

Submitted by Pat Shroeder

Mincemeat Rum Muffins

1 172 cup flour

174 cup white sugar
2 tsp. baking powder
1/2 tsp. salt

,L\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

Merry CHRISTMAS
and
A Happy New Year

From EVERYONE AT THE EPICURE SHOP

A E R L E S

N\

1/2 cup margarine melted
1/2 cup apple juice
2 eggs
I cup mincemeat
Combine dry ingredients and blend well.
Melt butter and stir in apple juice and
eggs. Beat well.
Stir in liquid ingredients into dry mixture.
Add mincemeat and stir until moistened.
Soak 1 sugar cube in rum and place on
top of batter.
Bake 375° for 15-20 min.
Submitted by Marg Taggart

Cranberry Cookies

1/2 cup soft butter

I cup sugar

3/4 cup brown sugar (packed)

I egg

1/4 cup milk

2 tbsp. orange juice

3 cups flour

I tsp. baking powder

1/4 tsp. soda

1/2 tsp. salt

| cup chopped nuts

2-1/2 cups fresh cranberries cut in halves

Rack in middle of oven at temp. 375°
Beat butter, sugar and egg together until

=z = —— e e e R e < um .
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free range turkeys
ducks ®

CABBAGETOWN
Butcher Shop

fresh, never frozen

Christmas Selections:

rabbits

phone orders auailable

® geese ® capon
° hams

464 Parliament Toronto.

M5A 3A2 Tel. 967-5337

fluffy. Beat in milk, orange juice. Sift flour,
baking powder, soda and salt together into
first mixture, blend well. Stir in nuts and
cranberries. Shape into sm. balls about tsp.
size, put on greased cookie sheet. Bake 12-

15 minutes until brown.

Makes about 7 dozen.
Submitted by Marg Taggart

Carrot Pudding

1 C grated raw carrots

1 C grated raw potatoes

1 C chopped suet

1 C raisins

1 C currants

1/4 C mixed peel

1-1/2 C sifted all-purpose flour
I tsp. salt

1 tsp. soda

1/2 tsp. cinnamon

1/2 tsp. nutmeg

1/2 tsp. cloves

1 C brown sugar

1 lemon, juice and grated rind
1 egg, beaten

2 tbsp. milk

Combine carrots, potatoes, suet and fruit
in a large bowl.

Measure flour, salt, soda, and spice into
sifter and sift together over fruits. Add
brown sugar and blend well.

Add lemon juice and rind, egg and milk.
Blend well.

Spoon into well-greased 1% qt. pudding
pan or mould. Tie waxed paper loosely over
pan (to prevent water from.dripping on top
of the pudding).

Steam 4 hours in a steamer.

Pudding Sauce

1 1/2 C brown sugar
2 tbsp. flour

Add 2 C cold water, cook until tnuk;ned :

and smooth. Add vanilla, pinch of salt and
pat of butter. Stir and serve over slices of
pudding.

Make several weeks ahead of time and §

keepitin the fridge or freezer. When serving
the pudding sauce, heat it in a double boiler
until heated through.

Submitted by Elsie and Chris from The Ralph
Thornton Centre.

Jamaican Fruitcake

1 Ib. currants

1 Ib. raisins

1 Ib. prunes

2 cups wine

2 cups rum

6 cups all purpose flour
4 tsp. baking powder

| tsp. cinnamon

1 Ib. butter

@@

555 Parliament St.
921-4361

2 cups sugar
8 eggs, well beaten
I tsp. vanilla extract

Preheat oven to 300°F. Sift together flour,
baking powder, cinnamon and nutmeg.

Cream the butter, add the sugar and
cream well. Add the eggs, vanilla extract
and mix well. Stir in the flour mixture grad-
ually until blended. Fold in the fruits, wine
and rum.

Grease the baking pan and line with
waxed paper. Pour in the batter, the pan
should not be more than three quarters full.

Place a shallow pan of hot water on the
bottom of the oven. Baking pan should be
placed on a middle rack. Bake about 3
hours. Remove the pan with water 30 min-
utes before.

When the cake is done, remove it with the
wax paper and put it on a rack to cool. Wrap
it in aluminum foil and store it in an airtight
container in a cool place.

Jamaican Sorrel Drink

2 Ibs. sorrel (found in Jamaica or West
Indian food stores)
2 cups brown sugar
I large piece of ginger
2 cups wine or 1 cup rum
Pick the red petals of the sorrel stalk, if
this hasn’t already been done. Place these in
alarge pot and pour in 2 quarts of hot water,
and cover. When the mixture s cooled,
strain it and add sugar, rum or wine. Mix
vigorously and chill. Grate the ginger into
the sorrel before chilling.
More water can be added to dilute the
mixture. Submitted by Elaine’ Simms

V'
Wholesome
Natural
Food at
Big Carrot.

Toronto’s premier natural food market
continues to offer proudly:

¢ A friendly and knowledgeable staff

* Fresh weekly organic produce ® Vege-
tarian deli ® Macrobiotic foods ® Organic
grains ® Seven days a week shopping.

Mon. - Thur. 9:30am-7pm,
“ri. 9:30-8:00pm, Sat. 9:30-6:00pm,
Sun. 11:00am-5:00pm.

Searching for Nature’s Finest
355 Danforth Avenue
Just eat of the Don Valley at Chester subway.

Worker owned co-operative.

First Canadian Place
Concourse level
364-2859

For a gift that
will be appreciated
and will fit your
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Queen-Saulter Library digs into the past

Although the Queen-Saulter Branch Li-
brary at 765 Queen St. E. is relatively new in
the Toronto public library system, it has a
real affinity for the “old.”

Since 1982, branch head Sue O’Neal has
been encouraging library users to dig into
their basements and attics for old photo-
graphs and documents about South River--
dale of yesteryear. The library formed a
South Riverdale Local History Club, which
has approximately 25 members, who remi-
nisce about the “old neighbourhood” and
donate valuable photographs to the branch
local history collection. Other photos were
collected during the 1983-84 period, when
O’Neal, Jane Ameline, branch head of Riv-
erdale, and other east end librarians organ-
ized a grant application to hire summer stu-
dents to research the area’s history.

In November, Queen-Saulter presented
its most recent photographic exhibit—the
History of Don Valley. Photos showed a

library’s special guest?or this occasion was
the engaging and distinguished Charles
Sauriol, who grew up in Riverdale, and
often played in the valley as a child. His
boyhood love for the valley extended to
adulthood, and he became a naturalist, a
crusader for the preservation of the Don
Valley, and an author of three books on the
Don (all owned by the library): Remember-
ing the Don, A Beeman’s Journey and Tales of
the Don.

He centered his discussion on the early
1900’s when South Riverdale had a distinc-
tive identity. His observations ranged from —

Don Valley far different from that of today:
a valley of breweries, (even hops were raised -
in the valley), lumber mills, paper mills, grist
mills, farms, and brickyards.

On Nov. 16 members of the South River-
dale Local History Club were invited to a
light brunch to a viewing of the exhibit. The

I

e

Be plastic
Conscious

the humorous (rivalry between South Riv-
erdale and Cabbagetown ran so high at one
point that residents formed ranks on either
side of the river and threw rocks at each
other—wives supplying their husbands with
ammunition), to the historically analytical
(the ecological decline of the Don waterway
as a result of South Riverdale’s role as
Toronto’s “industrial hub™). He gave spi-
rited encouragement to long-time South
Riverdale residents to take seriously their
role in helping the library to preserve a pic-
ture of the area’s past.
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7 -You may not want to destroy your credit
% cards just to avoid Christmas debts, but be
7.2 sure you know how much you can afford to
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NS SPAGHETTI HOUSE

THE JAZZ ROOM

Gourmet 6 course dinner party favours &
dancing to the music of

Don (D.T.) Thompson

8:30 p.m. to 1:30 a.m.
Reservations or Inguiries

923-9887

SRR S

$45. PER PERSON
$80. PER COUPLE

o

*‘9 W%

; CYWMY oN THE

% : MAIN FLOOR

g BUFFET

)

® DANCING

)t

(;\Z PARTY FAVOURS

% $20 PER PERSON

&

5

y%) s ) . -

®

g e e FAMOUS ITALIAN

[ Do el & DELI FOOD :
7~ i 38 |
D ommmhT B 923-9887 ,

) seasewr SPAGHETTI HOUSE FREE DELIVERY

(@) 290 DUNDAS ST. EAST, TORONTO, ONT. MSA 129 0y ine on orders over $7.00 =
2; Monday - Friday 12:00 - 1:00 Saturday 4:00 - 1:00 ' Sunday 4:00-11:00 :
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= The Carol] =
The Huron J%ro I A

In the early 1940’s, Dr. Brock Chisholm,
a psychiatrist, pronounced to Canadians
that they should dispel the Santa Claus
myth, and tell children from the beginning
that there was no such person. He said that
many children brought up believing in Santa
were having, and would have mental upsets
when they were grown.

Dr Chisholm came to speak to a group at
Woodgreen Church one night, and I re-
member that we were much puzzled by what

The chiefs from far before Him knelt with
of fox and beaver pelt . .
, o

My mother asked him, ““Well, you
wouldn’t tell a small child there is no Santa
Claus, would you?”’

His reply, “Is there a Santa Claus?”

“No.”

i trhe group had brought up children with no

and gave my brother a small car that jumped
when you wound it up. I don’t remember
what he left me, but I do remember that we
were dumbfounded at actually seeing Santa
when we had heard of him for so long.

I found out later that our Santa was Fred
Train from 36 Empire. Connie, his wife, was
a streamstress, and she had made the suit for
her husband who visited the children at our
end of the street.

What a nice thing for that family to do!
Wonderfully enough, I survived believing in
Santa Claus, and actually seeing him in our
house.

Olwen Anderson of Welsh ancestry was born
at 29 Empire Ave. in 1919 and was the youngest
of 9 children.

She attended Queen Alexandra on Broad-
view Ave. and Eastern Commerce and lived in
Riverdale until 1955. -

She still attends WoodGreen Church and
was a good friend of Dr. Ray McCleary. She is
a member and contributor of the Local History
Club ar Queen-Saulter Library and a member
of the Recollections Writing group at Ryerson.

Since 1982 she has been focussing on her
personal recollections of which the Santa myth
is a part.

muth

By OLWEN ANDERSON

“Well, you would be telling the child a lie
if you told him there was such a person. Say
that people give gifts at Christmas-time, and
that there is a spirit of goodwill abroad, but
don’t lie to them.” :

We were uncomfortable with what Dr.

“Chisholm said, but who could argue with
such a great person? Many of the women in

546 Parliament Street

none had *‘studied” children.

When my brother and I were about 7 and
5 years old, Santa ACTUALLY CAME to
our house at 27 Empire Avenue. He had a
big sack with him, was wearing his red suit,

968-0016 *

Q&?’/éw

MEXICAN FOODRINKERY

Great Mexican Dining.
In A Warm, Friendly Atmosphere.

Absolutely the best enchiladas,

_tacos, burritos, chimichangas,
quesadillas and nachos north of the
Rio Grande!

We feature over 70 Mexican and
Gringo Specialties and we are known
for our very spicy Mexican Cuisine.

We’'re locatid at 193 Danforth Ave.
- Just East of Broadview. . >
- Reservations 469-5315 ’

- MEXICO

ON THE DANFORTH

Mexican Grocery Store
and Party Emporium

A complete line of fresh and canned-
Mexican products to let you create fine
Mexican dining at home -

- Inexpensively.

Corn and flour tortillas, nacho chips,
monteray jack cheese, tamales, hot
salsas (sauces), cactus, fresh and frozen
Mexican chicken, beef and vegetarian

fillings, refried beans and lots more.
e're located at 217 :
Danforth Ave. Just 6 doore
from the Willow 466-6217
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By Grace Cameron

When Erma Boston was a kid, she
always got a piece of coal in the toe of her
Christmas stocking, along with an orange,
apple, and candies.

“The coal was s symbol of warmth,
says the 70-year old Boston who grew up
in the era of coal stoves, when electricity
was in its infancy.

In -those days. of the early 1900s,
“Christmas was genuine,” Boston says.
*“There wasn’t as much glitter as now. It
was real.”

For Boston and the kids who grew up
at the bottom of Logan Ave., almost
touching the lake, Christmas meant wak-
ing up at 5 or 6 in the morning, shaking
with excitement tosee what Santa had brought.

“Christmas was really special to us,”
she says, ““because it was the only time of
year, except for our birthdays when we
got presents. And on our birthdays we
always got clothes.”

She still remembers the dolls, little tea
sets and doll’s tables and chairs she used
to get as presents.

“There wasn’t none of this plastic
stuff,” she adds, “everything was mostly
made out of wood, and they lasted.”

Boston, a tiny woman with white hair
and bright blue eyes, remembers the part
of South Riverdale as a real family
neighborhood with neighbors who took
care of each other’s children, and horse
drawn carts that brought the milk and
bread.

She says the kids spent part of the day
dashing in and out of each other’s house,
before getting suited up in their best
clothes for visiting relatives.

Christmas dinner she adds was usually
chicken or goose, “Usually goose because

Erma Boston hugs Santa Claus at Woodgreen Community Centre.

When “a kid got a bike in those days,
he was in the ritz,” says Boston.

Boston now lives in the house in which
her mother was born in 1896. “I'll die
here,” she says. For the time being
though she’s busy enjoying Christmas
1985.

“I’m active,” she says. “If  didn’t have
this bronchitis yowwouldn’t see my heels
for dust.”

the fat was used to rub on people with
cold or bronchms * There were also

vegetables rmother stoma
soup fruit cake.

"NETTLESHIPS~
o :

Seasons Greetings from

Marg, Chris, Jeol and Don

Melida Coffee Maker
Reg. 19.95 NOW 1595

Available in RED, YELLOW, WHITE and Brown-

o EJIT&E)S)HI /5

Her best Christmas, she says was in
1934 when her brother Mickey got his
Glirst _bike, “‘He always wanted a two

" wheel bike.” she notes. “but we were too

hard up. That was in the depression.”

Boston says when her parents finally
bought a bike for $20 they hid it in a
neighbor’s house for months. According
to Boston, her brother ran around for
weeks trying to find out what his present
was. , ,

“Christmas eve night we couldn’t get
him to bed,” her eyes dance with the
memory. “Finally at midnight my cousin
went for the bike. When Mickey saw it
his eyes were like shiney stars.”

INCORPORATED

428 Dundas Street Eas:. Toronto’
MS5A 2A8 — 925-8377

2o
fizaaph Thotrton mtm 461—63]1%

765 Queen

LN




8 CABBAGETOWN-RIVERDALE NEWS, DEC. 10, 1985

THE TORONTO BOARD OF EDUCATION
Continuing Aduit Education
Winter Classes Registration

The Toronto Board of Education once again offers hundreds of courses to Metro
residents.

REGISTRATION
for
GENERAL INTEREST AND CREDIT COURSES WILL TAKE PLACE:

January 6th or 7th from 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

A newspaper outlining the courses offered and their locations will be delivered to all
City of Toronto households by mid-December.

For further information on courses and their locations call 591-8149.

Register in person at the school which offers the course you wish to take.

Coming. . .financial
planning column

My name is Doug Clark and I am a
Chartered Life Underwriter (CLU). Peo-
ple don’t plan to fail but they do fail to
plan. In future issues of Cabbagetown and
Riverdale News, [ will be discussing topics
which people tend to find very confusing.
A Lawyer and a Chartered Accountant
have also been invited to participate in

these articles.

Various aspects of the folowing areas of
discussion will be examined:

® RRSP’s

® Tax Tips

® [ife Insurance
® Annuities

® Will Planning

® Disability Insurance
® Group Benetit Plans

® Pension Plans

® Partnership and Key-Man Insurance

~ FIRSI,

EKILLEDTHE BOTTLE... |

|

For Recycling on Wednesdays

" in the City of Toronto

round up your newspapers and
‘;:gzzethem peside the curd by 7:00 taﬁm
every Wednesday (except weeks Wi b
holiday). For further snforr_natnon
phone the Toronto Recycling
Action Committee, 947-7850 -
TRAC

o

- ¥

]

You can help Dixon Hall this
Christmas. . . %

We are now into the busiest time of the year. But
please take a minute to help your neighbour. Support
our community work with a generous donation.

Thank you.

YES, I WILL HELP DIXON HALL’S CHRISTMAS

COMMUNITY WORK

Please find enclosed my donation for

G - 308 L850 FIS100 FAs.. -

Please apply my donation to

§

] Children [ Social Services L1 Seniors
[ JCommunity Events [ General
[1Send me a Charitable Receipt
Name. & — e = ReE LR T
Address B s

éode oot e
Telephoie () =2 = T o 1w =
Occupation & S
Send to Dixon Hall, 58 Sumach Street, Toronto.
SR =3

&
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Santa Claus
not his old self

By Howard Huggett

Four year-old boy: “Say, do you believe in
Santa Claus?”

Six year old boy: “Naw, it’s just like the
devil, it’s really your father.”

When I was a small boy, growing up in a
Muskoka village in the second decade of this

century, it was very easy to believe in Santa
Claus. We never saw him, of course, because
he came around only once a year, and then
only in the dead of night. At that time all
sensible people were supposed to be asleep
in bed, particularly young children who
knew how important it was to obey orders
on that most important of all nights. We
knew that old gentleman would show up, fill
all the empty stockings, leave the presents
under the tree, consume the goodies that
had been left out for him, and be gone long
before the most excited child awoke in the
‘chilly darkness before the dawn.

No one ever asked how reindeer could fly
without wings. Magic is meant to be enjoyed,
not explained. The grown-ups didn’t want
to spoil the fun for the children, and the kids
didn’t care to ruin a good thing. In those
far-off days I suppose it was easier to remain
in a state of innocence, particularly in the
less sophisticated countryside.

The Santa of those days bore more resem-
blance to the original St. Nicholas, the good
bishop who lived in what is now Turkey in
the fourth century. That kind-hearted man
concentrated on helping children, scholars,
sailors and merchants.

For some strange reason he became the
patron saint of thieves during the middle
ages~When I was young the modern Santa,
dispenser of gifts, was considered to be the
special benefactor of children, and then only

if they were good. The other groups in the -}~ ®-pai

population. that the original St. Nicholas
had favoured had long since lost their spe-
cial status.

With regard to Santa Claus my state of
blissful certainty lasted until 1917. That was
the year my father moved his family to
Toronto in order to find work in the boom-
ing economy of the war years.

That Christmas my younger brother and
I, being too excited to sleep, came back
downstairs long before midnight to find the
presents already underneath the tree. Our
father, who had been working overtime, was
just getting washed in the kitchen. In one
traumatic moment we realized that the
whole thing was a put-up job, and the magic
was gone forever. 2

The legend that we believed in at that time
was about a mysterious figure, unique and
remote, who came around, very secretly,
only once a year. Now he shows up many
weeks before Christmas Eve and performs
in department stores, shopping malls, com-
pany Christmas parties and many other
places. At this time of the year Santa Claus
is commonplace and not unique at all. The
only wonder that arises today is that of
wondering why the western world does not
admit that old gentleman is not a saint at all,
just a special kind of salesman.

It would be interesting to see what would
happen if all those red-suited part-time
workers were organized into a trade union
and went on strike for their first contract.
That wouldn’t happen on Christmas Eve,
because that’s too close to lay-off time. No,
the picket lines would go up about the time
‘of the Santa Claus parade. When that
happens it would become obvious that
being a Santa is just another occupation that
is necessary in this age of mass production.

If such an organizing drive proved to be
successful, and salaries got too high, women
might be hired—for less money, of course.
They could cope with the job; women are
very good at relating to small children. The
beards are false, anyway.

The other possibility is that robots might
take over the jobs, but that is not likely in
this century.

Though our Christmas tradition is to
decorate Christmas trees it is common for
Mexicans to decorate pinatas and play the
pinata game.

Pinatas are hollow ornaments which
vary in shape and size and can look like

anything from a donkey to a star or what-
ever your imagination wishes it to be.

To add spirit to a very festive occasion,
townspeople in Mexico hang these multi-
coloured pinatas somewhere in their homes.

{ Even though the fancy-dressed pinatas are

fun to look at, inside they contain goodies.
But there’s a catch. Someone must crack-
open the pinata in order for him or her to
share the treat. Children are the main par-
ticipants, however adults can be more than
chaperones, they can join in too.

Try making a pinata and play the pinata
game and see why Mexicans enjoy cele-
brating Christmas in this most popular
fashion.

Making a Pinata

Before you begin to share in a common
Mexican household tradition of making
pinatas, here are some easily found home
items you can use to get yourself started.-
® large brown paper bag
® long heavy piece of cord
® paper: newspaper, waxed paper, foil
paper, and plastic paper
® styrofoam drinking cups (3 or 4)

® paint brush and poster paint

® white glie (flour and water mixed
together to form a paste is just as good).
® popcorn, nuts, candies or other small
surprises
® broom

Now that you’re ready, remember the
Pinata once made, is intended to be
broken. And even though you have cre-
ated the most fantastic sight you could
imagine—the fun is sharing with others
the Pinata Game and getting at what’s
inside—the Goodies!

. 1. Wrap candies, nuts, popcorn or other

surprises in some plastic wrap and place
them all in a large brown paper bag.

2. Take the top open end of the bag and
tie a long heavy piece of cord around it.
Make sure to tie it tight.

3. Add strength to the bag by wrapping
sewing thread around the bag several
times. ¥

4. Tear lots of newspaper into strips.

5. Tear a sheet of waxed paper.

6. Prepare your glue and have it ready
with your brush.

7. Place a newspaper strip on the sheet of -

waxed paper and brush it with the glue.
8. Place the glued strip of newspaper on
the bag, and press the strip flat on the
bag.

9. Continue with steps 7 and 8 until the
whole bag is covered with glued news-
paper strips. Be generous with the strips
in the area of the bag. To hang the pinata,
we need lots of strength.

10. Let dry for at least a night.

Decorating the Pinata

Share a Mexican Christmas

1. Now that the first part of the pinata is

dry, yow can begin to paint the bag. Be

imaginative. =

2. Take your styrofoam drinking cups

and place one (drinking side facing the

bag) on each side of the bag. Attach the

cups with tape, then paint them.

3. Cut some long foil paper strips.

4. Cut slits in the base of the cup and
using your scissor c2refully insert the foil
strips. (Your strips should fall loosely to
look like flowing foil icicles.

5. Continue with steps 3 and 4 until all
cups attached to the bag have the falling
foil strips. :

6. When your pinata is finished you're
ready to play the game.

KIS SIS IS SISO
S i S
RN AR RN

First, gather some friends to help you
break the pinata. The pinata will need to
be hung somewhere in your home. It
should be hung up in an open area to
allow for plenty of room to swing the
broom handle around. A large basement
or play area will Ho. You'll need an adult
to assist you in tieing a long heavy piece
of cord and to suspend the pinata from a
beam.

Each child has a chance to swing at the
pinata with a broom so one must indeed
be patient and wait his or her turn. While’
the other children sit back and form a
circle, one gets chosen to go up, but
before he or she strikes out at the pinata,
one must be blindfolded. The children

get to direct the blindfolded partic-
ipant by shouting “Left-Right-Up-Down”
or whenever the participant comes close
enough to strike at the pinata. The game
1s complete when the candies lie deli-
ciously on the floor. .

R Navidad!’__*

Cabbagetown
1 Hour Photo

Specializing: Photo Processing
Passport Photos
Business Cards
Small Quantity Printing

Photo (416) 964-8887

453 Parliament St.,

Toronto, Ontario M5A 3A3

WORLD WIDE
BOOKS AND MAPS

780 Queen Street, East
Toronto, Ontario
Phone (416) 462-1014

949 Granville Street
Vancouver B.C. V6Z 1Lt
Phone (604) 687-3320

® Topographic Maps
® Marine Maps

® Travel Books

® International Maps
@ Road and City Maps

ADVERTISING ?

WILL YOU
BE ONE OF THE
PRIVILEGED?

1enzrus on the downtown
waterfront is now availcble.

Presenting a rare opportunity for players who live or work
downtown: indoor and outdoor tennis,
squash and platform tennis, Hydra-gym
facilities, generous free parking, and a
lounge and fresh seafood bar right by the
water. A club that certainly is not for
everyone. Call 860-0220 for details.
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Plaplo’s Christmas

Catherine DeAngelis

- Today, Plaplo is very, very happy. He
knows Santa Claus is coming to visit. He
sent a letter to Santa, care of the North
Pole, specially asking Santa to be careful
when coming down the chimney. In his
letter to Santa, he added in large red-
crayon letters, ““Please dear Santa remem-
ber to bring me all the toys I want.”

Plaplo doesn’t have any money to buy
Christmas presents for his mom and dad
or grandad or grandma. But, Mrs. Rine-
stone. Plaplo’s school teacher helped him
make special Christmas cards for them.
The Christmas card he made for his mom
and dad is on the refrigerator door so
evervone can see it. He took extra care in
wrapping grandad's and grandma’s
Christmas card. which Plaplo has placed
under the Christmas tree. He didn’t make
a card for his friend Pow Wow because
Pow Wow can’t read.

Pow Wow is a furry, round-fat cat and
he talks to Plaplo all the time. Oh, we
know cats don’t really talk but to Pla-
plo, Pow Wow can talk. Right?

Pow Wow appears. He purrs and curls
up on Plaplo’s lap.

Plaplo slowly pats Pow Wow on the
head and says, *‘Pow Wow do you know
its Christmas?”

“What is Chrlstmd\ ' Pow Wow asks.

Uncertain as to how to answer, Plaplo

¥ thinks for a moment. Now Plaplo is try-

ing very hard to keep his Christmas gitt
to Pow Wow a secret. Plaplo’s mom
helped him buy Pow Wow a can of cat
food. He knows how much Pow Wow
loves tuna-fish and chicken liver. He
thought to himself, “that’s Christmas.”

“You know Pow Wow, Christmas is a

time to give and receive gifts.”

Pow Wow purrs again, “But what'’s so
special about Christmas?”’

Plaplo looking confused answered,
“lots is special about Christmas Pow
Wow—don’t you know that?”

Pow Wow didn’t seem to like Plaplo’s
answer too well. Pow Wow looked the
other way and waited for Plaplo to think
about it.

Still looking rather puzzled, Plaplo
scratched his head and looked down at
Pow Wow.

“All I know is that at Christmas time
boys and girls get lots of toys. | want to
get a big-red truck, lots of colorful build-
ing blocks, a bicycle, a tabbogan and a
pair of ice skates too.”

“Oh Me-ow,” Pow Wow replies, “get-
ting gifts—that still doesn’t tell me what
Christmas is all about.”

“Gifts are Christmas, Pow Wow. Aren’t

you being rath-er difficult,”” Plaplo
scorned.
“Purrrr. . .Plaplo all those toys, what

will you do with them?” Pow Wow
frowns, his furry white tail flap-flap-
flapping against Plaplo’s face.

“Because | like toys—Pow- Wow."
Plaplo shouted.

Now Plaplo doesn’t really get angry,
but Pow Wow was beginning to annoy
him.

“Pow Wow, we get gifts for Christmas—
that’s what’s so special about it. Do you

know what Christmas is all about if

you're so smart?”

“Me-ow, Plaplo.” Pow wow arched

his spine and hissed at Plaplo, ““you really
don’t know anything about Christmas
do you Plaplo?”

“What else is there to know Pow

7 %

z2l
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From the kitchen, Plaplo could hear
his mom and dad singing.

*“Oh Come All Ye Faithful, Joyful and
Triumphant, oh come ye, oh come ye to
Bethlehem...”

Plaplo and Pow Wow crept around the
kitchen door and quietly poked their
small heads through the door. Plaplo’s
mom and dad were hugging each other as
they were singing.

“Oh phewy,” Plaplo said, “isn’t that
mushy Pow Wow?”

Pow Wow softly purring looked up at
Plaplo and meowed, “Oh No Plaplo
don’t you see that’s what Christmas is
about?”’

“Mushy-gushy hugging stuff Pow
Wow?” Plaplo squinched.

“No you silly boy—think carefully
about it.”

Plaplothought and thought and thought
and thought and thought.

Pow Wow waited patiently hoping
Plaplo would understand the true mean-
ing of Christmas.

Several minutes passed. Plaplo’s mom
and dad continued to sing but went on
with their Christmas cooking. Plaplo sat
staring at Pow Wow. Finally Plaplo
jumped up and screamed, “Pow Wow."”

Pow Wow, startled, said, “What
Plaplo?”

“Christmas. . .”” Plaploso excited, stut-
tered out loud, “Christ-mas, Christ-mas
is Christmas is...”

“What Plaplo?”’

“Christmas is—Christmas is love Pow
Wow, and not just getting gifts. It’s a
time for all people to share and be kind
towards one another. A time to give in
spirit. A time to love Pow Wow.”

Plaplo was so excited now he scooped
Pow Wow up into his tiny, arms and
squeezed him tight.

“Oh, I love you Pow Wow and I’m so
happy you’re my friend.”

Pow Wow’s eyes filled with tears of
joy, ““I love you too Plaplo.”

Plaplo gently wiped the tears from
Pow Wow’s tiny eyes and placed him
gently on the floor. He ran to get the can
of cat food he saved to give to Pow Wow.

“Pow Wow this is to you from me—
Merry Christmas.”

Pow Wow looking very sad, “Me-ow
Plaplo—but I haven’t anything to give to
you.”

Plaplo smiled with his big beautiful
smile and kissed Pow Wow on his furry
brow.

“Gifts aren’t an important part of
Christmas Pow Wow, I know you love
me. Your friendship is a very special gift
to me.’

Plaplo and Pow Wow shot into the
kitchen. Plaplo couldn’t wait to tell his
mom and dad what Christmas was all
about. And Pow Wow just glowed with
delight and softly said, ““Plaplo my dear,
dear friend, you do know what Christ-
mas is after all.”

466-2301

DUTCH MILL
HOT CHOCOLATE

SWEETENED WITH NMUTRA SWEET

TORONTO GROCETERIAS

+rOP QUALITY MERCHANDISE” “‘EVERYDAY LOW DISCOUNT PRICES”

760 QUEEN ST.E.
THIS WEEK’S SUPERSPECIAL

“TYNN VALLEY
CREAM CORN

“SOFTEX FABRIC SOFTENERﬂ

lcHASE AND SANBORN

$1.99

A FULL ROUND PKG.

When you
buy one
6L box

of Cheer 2

LOCAL DELIVERY AVAILABLE

WITH COUPON

EXPIRES DECEMBER 24/1985
REDEEMABLE AT:
TORONTO GROCETERIAS LTD.
760 QUEEN STREET EAST
TORONTO

Limit 1 per box purchased

WE RESERVE THE RIGH¥ TO LIMIT QUANTITIES

COFFEE

454¢g

&
‘I O
(<)
S @

HEINZ BEANS
IN TOMATO SAUCE

49¢

227 ml TIN

466-2464

JELLO JELLY POWDER

BISTO BROWN GRAVY

39¢

10 OZ TIN
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GRACE & PEACE
CHURCH
INVITES YOU TO JOIN OUR

SUNDAY EVENING WORSHIP
SERVICES IN THE 1

CABBAGETOWN S
COMMUNITY Fresh from lapan —
TIME: 7:00 pm Lm(:"‘::~=.:V(I:<()\‘Op!:-?:j\
PLACE: ST. PETER’S ANGLICAN s Sl
CHURCH. 190 CARLTON T i
(AT BLEEKER) {)(IL‘E.S \m ;:ﬂ authentc
settng.

We are centered in Jesus Christ
as Savior and Lord Japanese antiques and
. curios, art and handicrafts,
books on Japan

FOR INFORMATION

CALL REV. HOWARD McPHEE Okame
281-5431 450 Parliament Street
Toronto, Ontario : ‘
| M5A 3A2 '
= 924-1093 ‘

Out of school?
Outofwork?
Under25?

Take heart ,
Ifyoull do your part, well

train you and pay you
on the job forup to a year.
Phone free: I-800-38/-0///

Ministry of
Skills Development
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' Whnt to Jingle Bells atCityHall? . 3(

After December 16, dial
392- and the same last four
digits listed in the blue pages <
of your telephone d:rectory

BODY LINE 565 Sherbourne St.
OF SCANDINAVIA ~ Toronto, 920-6140

: SILVER
TANNING CENTER

A HEALTHY AND SAFE WAY
TO LOOK TERRIFIC IN JUST
SEVEN SESSIONS

THE MOST MODERN SUNTANNING
BEDS WITH BUILT-IN “FACIAL FAST TANNER"

10 SESSIONS-$49 20 SESSIONS-$89

OUR REGULAR
LOW PRICES
WITH THIS AD.

ff ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER

. 1 _-” Wi — .o ; 5
e Gourmet Foods & Fresh Delicasies ¢ Horﬁe Cooked Meals > A G re at Pl ace
st 518 Parliament Street, Toronto, Ontario M4X 1P4 e« Tel: 925 -5023

DIRECTORY|  '©Shop

= 2
. e . shops and services
The Epicure Shop i TOIRRNRE '
Party Tm):::i cOrderm ;-o rAss;:artet:es O:Id Cuts 2 Mm Anl H - : b ﬂ
7 FuIID;elect:on q(‘)f|Frest:e‘:’Cofi;f';e Beans 3 26_4'%r2g?°::&3'0%3l‘::l to s e rve yo u e e r
(416) 928-0291 473 PARLIAMENT STREET e
e TONY & PATTY JUNIOR e g : HOUS___E_CA_LLLS
IHair Styling - DENTURE THERAPY
—‘ﬁiﬁf—"c’ 3! CULS - W. FRANK ROBINSON
= = A great $6 cut for the whole family! 2 College St. Ste. 204
o - NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY corner Yonge S'.
s ST, 9237538

Monday to Friday




