Deur Jaan‘

; ' Onnﬂhalr m_1’1an vﬂavle cet on thn siv ets Ln rar*s
au} ‘the air wavas, anc. thisglis the Pivst gocod soua in two tontie
veeke elnce everyone froz the Comzunists %o FPflimliin wore 3laying:
rdlitios =—-and cnly: ihe. courter-“nvoluulcn 1n Algeria, in Corsica”
and’ in France 1tself, that which haaisd by e Gaulls as 1ng R
a@riﬂusly, atriving or power: a I**Wor.

i : Is it ton laua~~havL 10 years of vommun‘gdnhucia’iat
,uJﬂa‘bing of ‘the mageess' desirn for a nev zooleby taron 1&8 rcll
sn& ﬁs Gaul’@ ui Y “eaeh nowar nﬂveluhﬂlpﬂﬂ?

: '-qa”In any 0ase it iz 4 ineh euch qupstiona are nou
neoided in parlianentary halls. but on $he ctrests and only’ maa.
motion can possibly bprevent Mhe insvitable bouvbaois Rovo ol
‘ascism, with aAmarloa smiling on r.la q&snnhc;er h“o haa al“uagy
1nfowreu 5} anny that 1I 1:Le ca hau119 '

: The Tnba aI Europe hns ‘nover baesn mors at Qbakm'Sincef
lﬁaga—and if you sould at »1l1 write us an oh—-the-—s50% "ngorz EE
t would be grast not only in inforeing tha Jdmariéan workers, but
nc“!aar‘l +w Mc“_cn’ o asnatevny limd gad. nﬂr_,{:n‘!' thnt 4g -
ncssibln when youa ara as feow ng we . ars, for ihs evend ua’iuies.r
. that aTs sure o Kesop oh drvelo; *ng in the nexy few c*;t‘ca}
wadlks and montha, :

Foy

I 2on't ¥now “ﬂathn” T hud sa1 ‘you Hrnviuaal?

a cep' of" the zsmall workera' newsnaper That I am new connaeted .
with, R¥WS & LRTIRAS, but 1% asnt You one underscparate cover. now,
: dnd 1n an" sage Jou woulP_Anou Lh“ Jud*eﬁep i~y havn in mlnq.: o

e "The lost £ wenks he ‘heve d‘l hBrn 14ving o Franoce
'bu* it ois absolanzl impecacible to have & full pleturaiwhen you
are DOY. pﬁjSlw’ .here and have ocontzet wiih French "ﬁrVP“a,h"
int=ilactuals, and tha spivdt.of Francs 1n dgentaral. . Least week o
;I had’ alsc writien - to Daman in It2ly who hag contact with al smalli;
grouu An rruuca called Sooiallsme cu rn"aa?xﬂ_(a y“PlOJlaﬁl A
ﬂﬁiﬂn CLHJanea haa a-hand, by e &qy}anu who I aasumiod would haveﬁ
one <0 TFranen ool gan what ean bs dcne ror 4 repors aa Italy Beag .
Cfan nnythin¢ this serloug au penling in ”v&gca “na113 megne. Bll
01 nnstnru "u“oue. Tou geot »n shuddar oass thyoupgh Lo you Lo Jh nk
thpt Wi I1 oould hnve has pennd and gono, and all the rrfalus T
in: tho enlonlez, and theo moes pa-«lﬂa ant the amauil leflt eup*n&s“'
ond: yot Pagolra could onae agp;n raehter the seenae and aJPJC ot
the . d—BnmJ anﬂ VUe-D2sH world u“ruLg?e for power ““’&%nrln af’c'
‘m III . S o

I xnew this ia the timq for scslon, not for vorde,
But; an.l"e*d e“nnot Panlly bo separaiad from au vdvity, erid #o I :
rosend, 1F 8% all reasible, ﬁ‘eran gc wriua alt onee on t“e aiuuution
in Franca.

Yours,
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.- Dear Ray@s

,..._-——-——'--'-"’""'""“"" . e e s e
"% .The pressing.tone of your.letter shows tellingly the extent-io which people
,outside France are concernsd: and even gxciied out Lhe-s ' Ha i
[ country, while people.within France X ab e - baingy— literally
RS S don't- give a dam. . The lesson _one~yokId be oTgivable not €0 draw- fron-the
.~ § N\ present’ situation, is the ﬁ@bsmce of -tho working class'on the polities
N, T scenes. .8uroly, there are millions of ‘them, but only ag-an economic. cotegory; a
Lo e bedy Ga) a.b;,a;.to-_voice'- T oWn: gims in & fighting spirits thpy'si?iﬁ‘._ffrdb 10t
i eximt.s : B Todays _Sunday,-‘_the‘sky_'_bemgbﬁg,ht;.— wes
- .fishing - refy evoning, -in- mease, they! 1l go-to. the
- Of the three workers' unions -of this country, the .socialist. led:
- moving power except its distrust and. hatred towards. the communist

- footed: bitter-antagonism fed by ories of—the_brutal rep

policy eof dhe . comnies at the tim +Hey . wore commissard in-de.

‘ oL . ime  =REY. i X S
\-\_‘and‘the.; w5 Tecent memories of the pursly- pro-Rassian” Squal y-lal

my political sirikos engineared: by the same commics once-thsy :J 3
-4ihe catholic C«F.TsC., whose bosses smd to a leaser degree rank and i
¥left-minded"” than the F.0. outfit, 'but not raally ‘enough to make love
- commmnists (by the wey, it is a remerkable tiing that catholic workers-and’
.} lectunls are morallys if-_gp_'t,_poli._@_iﬁt_:l_.}}[,_'Jmorq_-gourage_zm_l_s and’ mors’ honest than
. -7|- the tradition uieftT)iand the thoroughly commnist inFiltrated C+GeT.y tha bl
AT B gest union:of them all =— but nomethe less ‘entirely ,isolated;i‘ror._:"t.hc‘"‘dthez"";"fo'
-~ {. maticns. What that imolation really means iz shown by the CeGaTels appoal" £
2] - a lecal (it concerned.only Paris) ge’neral-strikeiot‘ one single afterncon’
YV 14 was mesnt, in fact, 6 ‘get -a Teeling. of the workers' rosponses . feel
: "\ their resdiness to stendiup and fight -- if necessarys eIl e y :
: -";_;;:i;:ﬁ‘ggtxres__t_i_gn?'fc.\_ ga__begnnd_B.._15%'-answer_jf:,q _’t.he-ca.ll_if;_]‘.t”fw_aa_ g, regounding -£1ops - €
TR ST Eo that not even all the "BeGaTs" a-party endoctrinated troops _angwored press
. ente: On.the other hand, may. I point out thet: the %one-half million psorle ot
" the streets' in Paria® -— 2 parade in wnt.chhdagerly leok for:Wihe ‘first geod ¥
_in two tense weeks® = ‘yere . just about two hundred. thousand, half ¢f themion
" lookerss Oh yes, there were vorkers among the remaining Tundsed—thotand, - bt
“¥owste. Daladier, Mendes-France, Philip; Gazier, ohce, ‘and their clientdle,’ al
i pagty -present . or futute ministers’ of  French capital, yell_i,ng MVive’ la Républig
under the benevol a_of thousmds_u;i:rogjhm&s_gn,iﬂ of copa whose saj t patro
is Jules MSGH, & “minority socialIstT ii you p],casefiﬁ‘fz‘?é‘ﬁb‘m‘tfﬁﬁowi Tthe
C. JAOWINE B aboration of his Shalinist colleagues in t first de Gaulle gove 3
" ~ment- had workerz sa well clubbed to death that Timo: e ¢ ‘him't
"’ cop Frence cen boas% of+ -Thue they weni, a disciplined” parade ‘relepgate
"o:-peripheral sections of gross=Faria, without a single class—conscious . slogan =i
© .only tne C.F. activists yelling nFasciem wont passi® a yell bursting ‘with:demag
Sl OEuMETY, & yell with no more revelutionary réality in it than thera is socialiam-
7. in the rotten souls of. Messras K. or Mollet. E%srou see, wera-it nmot thal
M the workers have ‘alienated thelr claps—gonsciousivds -into +he honds of. _c_:qm:.'nist’
& socialist parties and- their union bosses, Were it not for that, I'd consider’
_’c_.he:nbaenah of tho werkors "out:on the streets” as & positive, enc_ouro.giﬁg{pl}en-;
‘omenont- it would have meant thet they refused te endorse capitalist solutions: for
capital’s soko, rofused to I3 f class-domination against
another == as they so of A
stood that, should they _
1ic, there was only one possible lsgue: k
beon a great exalting tking, wore %thoy absent on the streets by clear deliber-".
ation. ' But no, if they aren't thore it is nob by clear deliberation, it is by
default. P cele S

\ tiow, whot ls'allrtln.e.t'ﬁaué about fn.;scism'l' Whoro are the big -éj.'ghﬁis.t ma.’nﬁéa
their organisationa, their politicel parties, thoir crowded rallies? Never: in:




2 -

. < modern hietory Of'rFra'nqa have extremist ';igiitist "'mé{rém_e'nt dwmdladmtonothmg- o
- .ness. as it is the case today. . Granmted; ihers are always Fascist-minded edventurers,

but that's what they ere: adventurers. Should they be crazy enough to:ihink that’

4kis was tho time-For-actlen, they wouldn't be able to, muster two”thousend: fight~--

‘ing goonss :A;I_ai’.’ gly & Le Pemfnemrq“uet])' arc just plain hooligans; even today's .

- Algeria didn*t ¥ of—thel¥ kind;tHe first was arrested there, the two others ' l:i< .
‘ware expelled maru militari; they ere no more representative of s Fascist "movament!’
in:France, than MoOarthy was & representative of a Fascisi-Smovement® im the-U.S. ‘

- Let's leave aside the question concerning'the nature of Fasclsm, for instance the

S‘fact that itisprings into being ~ I have in mind Italy and: Gefmaiy,.the only two:
Spure” exmmples- of Fascism = as & result of national monopolistic capitali:being

_ crushed into bits under the deadly blows of intermational-cartels.  Let's rather

. conaidsr the main seguels of such n situntien, i.ev the. ineviteble-dislocation’of

A 4he State aparatus and the traditional bourgeois-inmetitutions, which Im fu’r'r?"é‘f’eﬁto_s--

& social void - so that whils the ruined capitalists desperately try to recapture.
‘their lost privileges they find themselves facing a working clasaz which is-algo, ‘and:

- &t the spme time, bidding for power.” It is only when the State its a G R
lice, its whole represpive machinoryeks unable to:cope with a working class met

)
maﬁbmly"fhacﬁ_ng for pqv?a—r'?"_hha.t the objective need arises Tor auxiliery’

repregsive forces: ‘para~military formations, regimsntetion of 'la'.b'or;"destz'uction“;.p;[f:"'

* 'the parliamentary system, physicdl and moral viclence, well =~ the whole brothel .

of bourgeois ethics when the bourgeois become afraid. "Yeti, Fascism: Fasclist -un-.
rest, mobilizing millions upon millions of people — workers and petbty bourgeois

alike = is not, and never was, an®#d never will be, a project capital wi.llfux_ideftg#a_ '
lightheartedly. XNo, capital loves "order"; and modern’"enlightened” caplial—ha ry’

- .well 'leerned. an'important lesson, newely that it is far more profitable @6-‘ -0
' the working masses with big unions, better weges, socinl banefits,. etc., thak.to

Tight it out om & giobal scale..s for what? since day in and dey out the workers '
go on. preoducing surpius~value. It may even be that capital, in some .of its wmors ..

“'stupid quarters, thinks it has solved the riddle; but however irrational in‘the’.

.léng run, capital is not irrational enough to provoke tihe working masses "into':a.-'i".
~pivil war contest just for the fun of it. For Fascism to bocomo a reality: ingtead it |
of being a° comrunist political swindle for agitetion’s seke, for Fasclsm ito becoms -

" ’& real sociaml living menaco, there is need for an objective, definite situations:

:the falling apart of the capitalist traditicnal State and the workers! conselous ..

-"will ito fight on their own terms for a radical, revolutianary transformation ol the'.
., whole gocial fabric. Do you know of such’a situation in E‘r_a.nc_e? Are French wor=-" ..

kers bidding now and here for power? Would you propose -~ and ‘if yes, on ‘what- basis’=
that French capital is on 4ts kneos and. French State sparatus in-the gutier? Would .
you porhaps propose that French capital is on the brink of collapse, and that the-: -
present. evonts are' indicatlve of o situation rapidly lesding in. that. direction?. @ ..
Well, let's see...Lotls see if it;not rather the comtrary. . - =~ o
» R - = ) BT N R s e ""”"m" L
" Froanco's political institutions have not recally changed gince the birth of the) '

 Rhiwd Hepublic, in 1870. Though smended, the Sonstitution of the Fourth Rep. has \-

“ failed to adjust itself to the new prevailine capitalist relations. The bulk of- .3
" French. juridicel & political: inatitutions ske wtill teday tunod:into resonnnca.!_'_ighl
" with property relations as thoy existed undor competlive capitalism. Tis is due.’

b

: to many Tactors, of which the mogt important and, in the last analysis, t}:o.docipivo_
" one, was the {gﬁ%lling of land: during.ths-Fronch—Revolution end, if. I may say acy
)

“property over the wholo campass.of the. country.  Even now, while "

- .

the @tomisnt

Y .
R _ “i-_thera_lﬁftremndaun accumulation of wealth and capital, France still is o place ! -

5

of small owners, swall shopkeepera, gmall middlemen. For instance, thore ia cne ;

shop Tor every 0 Infwvitents; though there ars trading enterprises that employ 7

\hundrada and evon thousands of clergks, the averapge of salaried empleyces per .-
uginogs (Leos trade) is 1.1/4, which meuns that Crom 70 to B80% of shopa sre ox=;

. ploited cn a family basis. That this ia obgelete, ruinoua, and properly mdiovn}.
) \\ A = ) : . ” L
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RT3 11:. is there na"t to ‘gome af the v-ost mod.em 1n&uut-ie.1 realisutionz in. thc
; ;world. such as steol mills, sutomobile, chemical combinos, electronics, dams,:
ietcs, is quite “obviouES—Yet | theere & perfect—eXample ' o?‘..he“"fsﬁ?f’ge
. botween "law" and renlity,.between super— and infrastructure’ Marx speaks .o in -
. the Introcluction ‘of . The Critique.: (Even in the U.S. thers survive ‘such: a.na.chro
. _phero:nena, az-for instence when a few mj.serable, riddéculous sheep-breedera, with
.- no:importance at ‘all’in ‘the” AmeTican economy,, succoed. in getiing . a bill: throv.gh
- the sena:l:e An Fdefense of American wool?®; “the: clear result being: thai, cutioff
i~ the: Amer:.oa.n market by high$ custom’ dutles ‘Australian’ importers retalie.ted a.gs.mst
. Americon .goeds —=-a "deal” in which V.S. industry looses: yearly several 'billion
: 'j_do.;lars “in expnrts, ‘the .same can be smid for bicycles, watches, etcs, or atill
. for, the artificial rate of ‘silver due to the Nevada® lobby.) -Here and tha'-o, since
.the end. of first world: war,: attenpts were made to adjust. the obsolete legal ms'
';_'t:l.tut:.ons to the new property relations that \-rere 'bu:.ld:l.ng up: in’ th.e wake "~ Of. ex—
'—panding monopoly’ cupital, btut ‘so tremondous was the pressure of: ot < compati'biva
.-eapital- rapresented’ in the Leg:.sls.ture Ty, hundreds”of deputies: and: senatora, B
: -"permeatad. the publie adm:.nistr,ntiona with sons. and. nephews~ of sma.ll cnpitali.sts
- that all-legal efforts to overhaul the: "ayatam" es  thoy call it now’wa.s doomed.
- I thet there was. nothing new’ historically spesking, for.each time capitn. hai
©'¢ trensform itsélf from one form.into_anothor it wea compelled. toifight it'out'in s
© . edviliwars “THe Vlidle h: history of 18th century boUrgeois. ravolut’iwons...dg icts” t.he
E ;f‘_’d:.fflc bloody transformations-of- capital-from manufesture.to compet: ;
competition to monopoly- t now the times_of bourgeois revolutichns ars over{ V..
i The only revolutions we wiltieas are those ¢f feudal ecﬁ‘omius“jumpiﬁg‘heedl -
State capitalism, by-passing the intermediary stoges of liberal capitaliam:’ 'In
Franco, notwiithsionding the: schizoid split beiween the productive forces: m;ai
mard the old~feshioned socigl institutionsy indusirial capifal maged -gome.
. how to expand. ¥ fo & pointa. ow that po_in 3 ,mr-rsuched, and thi_s is the
= story of Algena.- ____ ___“M_m.- ' : ) L '_ X
" M s, L L :
U -0ne remarka.ble -esult of these inner contra.dict:.ons-—waé" ’hh‘é.t’*ths“?‘rench ‘bour~"
'= geoisia ‘Haen't atopped. waging wars since 1870." The  infernal.rénde started even
'- before, with the ill-fated: Mexicen ‘expedition of Napoleon-la-Potrb-‘ There is not
-oné single:day for the pasi- andred years without ;French: soldiers:shooting it out
somewhere in the worlde. Unable to- ‘expand: 'normlly within- the na.tio‘ml ‘bound~"
Taries, French ca.p:.tal became_tc-an eminent degree sn expor-t.a‘ble i%tem (ef. Lenine)
This toock on.a'dual:form: Financial colom.zation of Eastern Burope: (Poland, ew: :
Czechoalovak;.a, the" Balken State®, Czarist Russia to a degres), and: mli‘tary colon-—‘
ization of Africa and Asia- : "flhoreas colonial conquests gave: Fronch sapital the:
" elbow-room it needed. (raw materials, cheap: la.hor, etc-), the military sega aa: auc.h
hs.nd'ily provided a vast and’ romantic’ cemqgjr.ery for the younper generations: unab
“'to integrate them into a homé-centered . oconcmis cireuit, the French' bourgecisie
st{w to.it thap they be garbed up into professional. soldiers. and’ gloricusly’ ox‘tor-
 mineted under alien skies. It is no secret that during the soven years of the :
" Indo-Chinege war the very flower of French hourveoia youth has been killed off == -
batch after batel, as soon as released from the military academles-_ The' poor stand"’-.
“of tho Fremeh army in 1940 was due not to some diabolical. “treason”, but.to the . .-
fact that it was as obsolete as ‘Prance's other institutions, those- i.nstitutions S
sstructurally geared to serve the dead body of parasitical capital "in the very midst
‘of a dynamically expanding amalgen of monopoly and Statc capital. . This- in not tha
plnca ‘here to- launch into a dsotailed analysis of the reasens  which make- thet Algeria
“has become,’ both effectively and symbolically, the st rongheld. of parasitical CoPey.
and henco the depositery of o socio-politicel bacwnrdnens which is but ‘an oxpres~
“sion. of its desperats defense: agoiumt the onslaught of- industrial cap. "~ Yelling.
f'or, :ie Geulle, himself es little ‘conacious of his roal réle as; thoso who blass or.
L eursa hi.m, the colons cnllad in their gru.ve-dlggcr- . . L "~ e
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'g__, baarings andthe light of what was sald mbove, here is how thinge . look-to-me

There will be fio-totalitariafi trend, no regizentatish, Ho frontal “attack againet:iNi

I om not s seer hor a prophet. But to examine the sifuation in Eis essontial.

:.‘X?c‘i\;il liberties, workers' unions, sociel benefits, e'l'._c-f”Modei'n_.ﬁcagital_iat.-pi'&dﬂ'@-f“ :
“Ytioncannot-simply” Tuhction  without tie alienation: of ‘the ‘working clapa within™ :
“"."huge. "autonomous” . unicns edpped ‘with all:'the paraphanslie of "demoiracy’. ‘Mcdern
. -‘capital, at'least in ita presen state on this sidé of the iron curtain, is ?1ib
-4 _eralt. . Politicael.reaction a1l its primitive forms (and . its counter-pari, .

‘X' -for instance all-out, violent. strikes) belongs to the past, to the regnal years of
X ’competitive capital, which doesn't mean that-its days are definitely over == sin
<y ¢mpitalist strugtural transformations: take:place through:-a ¢enviisive: progessa.
“As for ths future inevitable dislocation of present—day cepital’ into State sapital

;and -the ‘accompanying social unrest, there will be no-doubt: attomptz -at a’kmore
"progressive”, more "evolved" type.cf repression - and ‘here Russia is a fair
(ple. -~ quite different from brutel ineffective Fascisme .. ... CaA e

. With the Algerian interlude, French cepital is stepping into its adult shoes
NN IE it is squel to its own tamks, if it is capatle to.integrate itself: intc:the;
.. ¢ - Ejropean economic unit presently in the: making, if it succeecds to invest:the:
: billions of dollars, riow dilapidated by unproductive capital into-a medernized:
- ‘rational cycle of a mixed peace and war sconcmy, “then there will beymmi-in the
Crizmédiate future, no atiempts to crush Ademocracy®. Already, the :firstitihingth
- de Gaullé government did, has.been the suppression of censorshipi . and if,%as"is
. ‘guite possible, the Algerian colons and their likes imagine that they can start:’
. 'an effective yump, there will be blows on their wooden heads - not by the worlker
“but’ by ‘the police - to teach them to-bshave. In a way, just as. in the XTIXth cen=
“-tury the workers theught they were fighting for their liberties while: in fact-they
. died‘on the barricades for the bouregoisie’s sake, so. the Algerian colons 8811l
;. think (but alresdy you can hear hiccoughs beneath their “victoriocus® .compunigusds

' - they have won & battle whercas thoy have lost e world.: Such are’the small ireniesi - '

. "'of history. Now, if French inddstriel capital is not eqaal- to 'its owm tasks, if:.
: -“i."h.:fac’es,h.a.li'_-héartadly-.thé deeply rocted contradicticns. of. the ‘whole social; fabri

L w'foi instance if ‘it -goes about its problems in-the old~fashioned way {I. mean ike
- ‘brutal clumay direct way of over—exploiting the masses, proper : : ' cal
" thourh naturally over—exploitaition is ‘sccentuated under indugtrial.cap.)~ i
:congisted:in increasing capitalist ecoumilation at the ppice-of ‘naked cynical
—:"loweTing of the workera! standard of living, then, yes, there may ‘be broken win
.- dowss.  But the general-teend ig in the other direction: rationalisation:of the
. productive process, increame of the real ‘output. per hour—labor, ‘high-efficioncy:
" exploitatien on’the factory. level, and in counterpart:a few crumbs én‘-'_hhavworkersi'-"
"'4able which mctually do increase their wellwboing —- or +to put more correcily, -
digminish their itl-being in ihe erude. matsrial gense of the-word. Ifytham,we: J
come .o such a situstion, i.e. if the transition is somehow rough on’ the workeral.
- gido, we will yet se2 the formetion. of ‘& *Popular Front" gpunsgred'b apitaly -~}
. who will delegate’ to its own "left" wing = the mosi S’_ca.te-'-"o’%ﬁftai_m ded, plahi- |7:
ification and nationalization minded technicians ‘of eapltal -~ the ungra.teml_ta:/ .

to keep 4the workers ghort on the leash. - . o

T Well, here is a "yaport’ ':S"f‘ﬁngoz‘ than I oxpected to write. You may have -
‘expocted a more factual apprlani of the current events, in which cage I am afraid -
you won't be happy with :y analytical approach.  Moreover, and necessarily so, 7
Jimited by space and time, I could only akim'in tho progant letter the iamsues in='

volveds “B6 that as it may, I chall appreciate your roactions.’

In pome noxt future I'll write you my views on the problom o la conacience
malhoureuse in HegePs philosephy. Frangels Fejtotaadircas is 41, Bld Vietor-Ruge,:
Noullly~aur-Seine {seino). Best to gou and Joha, : : : R




June €, 1858
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Deor Jesns

. R Thank you very amuek for your langthy anslyels of June -1,
just recelved. It is noct recortorlal enough lfor NEWE & LETTERS -
and will need such cutting, but theore 12 no substitute .for on-the-
#pot writing, even when it tends to historleal retrospection ana
economlc surmations. Horeover, for glvlag me an Aneight into what .

S ine Marxist intellectusl 1s thinking ia’F 7 theee oritical ~: -

-days; 1% is invaluable. I truet you w1l not mind however if I dise-

- agran violantly with your appreach.. You yeursel? dc £ind 1t nevces-:.

eary when you speak of apathy and "total nbsence of working claps -
on’ tha political scene’ to modiry 1t with phresee lika "at least -

- fox the time being®, "not now, At any rate,® And thereln liés the:

differsnca 1n methodolegy bstween you and ma. : e

. . ... DRemember. 1914 wpe & great desl wores than fapathy®——
“eo0lallst was Ki1lling =socielist moross natienal boundaries. . Bukhapin:
was nol$ralior, Xautveiylan eentriasi; no, Jpas to the *lert? of aven
Lanin wvhose slogan of trensformsiion ofdwas into oivil war ho_ encapsed.”
Yet, whon:he inalated on taking hie point of depsrture not the - SRR -
batrayal of the lendersghip but what he oalloed "the chouvinist conduct | IR
*imparialist economlst” %o Y"proof oF how imperlalism sumresaes . '
thinking.* The polnt wae not that ¥e was not aware of tne fagt . :
-that the maeaez did follow the imperialimt war ory hbut-that.he refused-
.5 Judge by surface shenemena., Ultimstely, the proletamiat would = - :
find 1ias way to rewolutlon; no other clasds would; fione could bring = .
-1t ‘about and start the new chapter in huwanity's developmont. : Lenintg
genius indeed congleted in thizs, that at no tima—whether 1%t was the
greatest reactionary period in history 1ike Bussia 1908 or the =
-collapse of the 2nd Internntlonal 1914--at no-ttme—44id he forget .

the highost polnt of dovelopment during £ rovolutionary pnriocd and
thet,mnd nothing elso but thet, wae alwayg his point of dsparture,
Soviets wers bullt An 1996 snd when they sterted all over ﬂgain_ig’q'":
1917 cn a2 mightler.scale everycne ocould see,  The polnt vas nots G -}
1806 or 1917, but who oculd hold on to them and never et go in - :
10608 and (19147 - If you éo noet siard out with thate—withk not-an ... - -
‘immedlxte phenomsnen Ltut a fact in the Hegelian tradition, which . . &
takes in. condition and sctivity, then whare can you poeaiﬁly;go'now'*',
when tha proletarint, aftoer 10 years of CP-BP-CGT "lendership®lie
" atopping to think Lefore plunging into macs actionc under thet -
lendroreship. Agadln, you yoursel?, say that if the 250,000 were °

really that inelesd ofhalf onlookere and many who rfollowed Plarc.
Kendos-Francea eteo,, if the workers hod really stayad awny begpuge N
they endorsad no copitallist solutien, it would have been an "exalting - '}
thing" but you fear they did go only by delsult brcause "the vorkers
have nllennted thalr clsss ceonsclousness into the hands ofcommuniast

snd goclsallst partler and thelr unlion bosses,* .

of  tha maseres®, Lenin bore down upqa'him with everything from -

. : But who olse on the scene thepe past 10 years vhen the
wor¥ers flocknd by the wlllions into the CFe of Weatern Nurope 4id
have 2 c¢osprelenslve enouph view of Marxlem to have booume a new :
poloriclng foree? Who llstenad to them when thoudands d1d drop awng
and stopned to annlyse the poolal compogition of those CFP3 and gae
‘which sirata of tha working class 414 remaln 1n‘ vhere the deopest
layera had gone, and vhet they wore doing? Ianlt the fact that
anly the tcachers atrilke was suaoeasful show how middlo~class the

: T : :
gomposition uf the CF? wharo 1ls the movemnnt from theory whish
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18t it take full command a la Germany and thus compel
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based xhaelr on tkean daepest luyers ¢ nﬂ unified that movement
from practice into a hew totality——whether you call that Hagel'
Absolute Ides or Marx's "new passlons and now forces* for.the.. . .

reconatrug;lon,Qrgsocigixli‘TEE—fﬁnoretiﬂia_g must answer to hlstory
te proletariat will oarta nly 4o so, ‘

R I agreé with yéﬁ that do Gaulle 1sn't ‘nlasslual“
Faselsm——iwhen doee hietory ever repeat itaelf axactly?—but I do

,beliave that here too you underestimate the reastion that will :O;M__é

low. Evidently big capital iz ready to bresk finally with the
aEall capitalists which havs plagueﬁ France since 1eﬂoith%ve ?2t

o'a
on the Maginot line, ie muking 1t lose out cnce agsin not only to =
etate cepitalism a la FRusela but modifisd private-state ala US or .
even West Germany, Evidently also the colonz in Algeris.who brought.
de Geaulle to power de not have a good representatlive in hlm——althongh
I would never agree with you that ha was actunlly- thelr “bravadiggar“
——but 1f you think that he can get France cut of its mess without
mov ng in against olvil libertins, the proletariat, the Moslem
revolutionarise——and thers wiil be ouch more than _]ust Yhroken -
windowe", then you are quite mistukan. OF course, when the rcvolution

"iteelf Ls not on the streests in Paris, there is no nesd for tho-
-ccunter-revolutionary mase foroe of 'aaciem, but “but, buti’

1)This 1& Just the firat sot, not the last. The
national revolution will continue in Algeria. I reed in the paper:

that after de Jsaulle made hig speech about “welre 31l Frenchmen. ncw'

and the ¢rowd had Aispersed, gome "wild youth, Heslens® ran through
in a car shoutbng ‘Wrenchmrn, to thr gallows!" Nothing short of

-infependence will helt that war, wvhether de Gaulle e just a.
'transition'to Delbaecque or is cho "real uutnority. .

). 7p101tation in tha ”primi ive forma® may not ba .
the- "prpfarable way of pregent-day world aapital which 1r lemrning
s fow tricke rrom Pusslon state capltaliem, but .when the movement
againet the vworker.: standards begine—-as it must, {whether  de Gaulle
would 1lks op would not like to have trade unions functioningy-heo -
+111 have no mere cholce than did Pussia when she Yound she must - -
statify her. irade qgions i1 ghe would make herself "osteh up to-

" advanced o-pltalism}-—then you will have the second act in Perin T

itaelf, \Vhen Hitler invaded France ir 1940, the’ proletariat wea
aat bmok, but when Hitler began taking slavn latorers. to Gprmany, :

‘you hnd the Raaistance ‘{ovmrcnt.

3) Thrre 1y no Yorder" much as vorld capital would

©lke 1%; indeed LT world capitelism had etabllised iteelt ane found

order then the revolutionnry perspectives would indeed be dim. -But
the truth the oerisls is total and world wide =2nd no matter how o
rulnous the weapone, and the fact that eurplus falue comes from its
own proletarict, Us-UBSR global struggle will come to & head: soongr .
or later, The point isg svery viatery e la 4o CGaulle, NAYTO, defaal
of Hungarian Ravolution, compounde the overwhelming obstacles in
the way of & nevw socioty bring horn, and helps confuse the lntel-
lectuals wiwo are not at the point of productieon, You have an-’ =
interestlng thought that gapital i1l be sponaoring "the Popularp
Front® but Frencli capltal does not have a Labor Party aa integral
to 1t se doss Britmin, and tkena are not bullt up overnight by

"I deo buulle proclaim, " : o
Do please keep me in touch mlth the altuntion g;%f‘“




