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iphe rollowing diacussion bulletin came out of a ¢
national meetin; Of Harxist-ilumanist youth held fuze 31
1979 in Detroit Michipan, on the ave of the national
plenum of Hews & Letters Commiitees. At Fhis meeting :
we took a loolk.at our experiencss &3 thinkers and activists
over the past year, as proparation Lol helping ‘the full
revolutionary potential of “today's freedom struggles
unfold as the activities against this racist, sexist
éluss ridden socicty intenbiry in the montha ahead.

- « As for all our work, a central. focus of that dis~ |
cussion was working to arvticulate new axpressionsd of the -
desire for total liberation by,connectingjﬂarx’s-philo-;
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MINUTES OF

HE INTERNATIONALIST MARX TSP -GIMANIST LOUTH GATHERING, Aug, 33,1979

)

1. Report by Jim ¥ills, Youth Representative to REB

dim, Detrojf----In the p~st two months, we've tallked about
and recounted the -activities ang the re~crganization as theoretic
preparation for revolution that the News & Letters Youth Comm—
ittees went through since the last time we mét. In the Youth
Report to the REB in July (saerPre-plenum'hiscussion‘Bulletin
2) I'Offfred & view 'of ‘the ‘relationship between youth committees
and the Harxist-Humanist Draft Perspectives, “The Shift in .
Global Politics and the Need for a Philosophy of Revolution."

as a way to begin meetin the 1980's, . L
S ' T . What we want to do today -

is draw together some of that dialogue, and this meeting itself .
iz one of -the steps 'each one can present that peldtionship--—
through the eyes of a local, a study group, an Internationalist
MHarxist~Humanist Youth Committes, ag participant in the Irgnian -
Tevolubtion, to the opposition to the draft and militarized
economy kere, the movement against ID badges and cops in the
schools=~and much more., o : o

o ‘ ' One new gpringboard for thﬁs dialogue
is the first publication of the .Internationalist arxigt= S
Humanist Youth Conmittee~-the Farsi branslation of Iran: Unfoldment
L, and Contradictions in, Revol tion, In 'getting to this spring=
board, though, look again at’'the ground for this pamphlet, which
- is a product of the re-organization‘already'begun.-.contradictiOns
-and’ the second Ameérica characterizs the. other element of what is
new==the onslaught of recession and the activities of young labor
and Blacks. - So thefe's no better place than Detroit to focus
vpon,: - . - S - '
P The last recession-is actually something that never. went
away for much. of .Detroit, especially the inner city schools from
"favored" Cass Tdch to "unfavored" Highland Perk. But the whole -
period of that bmgoing recession is better'typdfied‘by'what'high
school youth wrote in News & TLetters and in 'High School Bludsg',
They challenged the bankruptey-of ideas in - the administration at
the same time.that they creatsd & visible current of protest.

The opposition to the ID badges is an ongoing movement’
today. Mozeover, you get an ddea of the reality by looking
at that'mll;tarizatioh-insida the schools. That reality is :
one of unemployment and the assembly line, But 'thiss reality is,
also the .consciousness of 8trugsle ‘and youth's opposition +o -
what amounts to being redircod to & thing. The.c

necessitating -& reliable,stending army. Coupled with the*per-
manent qepregszon of the inner city, what Boes by the word .
"recesgion" ig really seen as a rapid downward plunge for the
econopy,' R . ’
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This summer we have met many of the Black hiph scheol youth
protesting at the mayor's office and the public agencies because
iae retraction of CETA - funding for summer jobs. Part of the' .
proof of the permanence of economic stagnation is the fact that
ihe biggest human holdiny program,.the military, has inducted
youth straight from the ranks of the unemployed Tfor six years.

But for those who were able to choose the auto factory as
~m option, the future has just ended. The figure for layoffs in
auto is one-in-eleven and growing. That growing group already
includes the youny and minority and women workers for whom petting
their jobs back is an impossible dream in & receeding economy.
But what lies ahead--and what makes our perspechtive all the more
ex¢iting for a study of Marx's Capitsl amidst global c¢risis—-can
be seen in the crisis in.production thed young auotworkers spear—
headed during the good years of the auto contracts which are
about to expire, . N : : .

' Maybe some of the éxpeiiences I've bad inthe shop -
car illustrate those crises in production. First, every new hire
discovers he or she is up against a probationary period. without
union representation, and you'ré vulnerable to the ways manage-
menf-prod you for-production.’ Your up against 54 hour work
veeks. . : : " C

So when the 1976 contract. déadliné expired, the younger .
woriters walked vut insisad of waiving for the word from the union
reps. Uhen hundreds came to the union meeting to. hear about the'
new contract, I thought, "here are plenty of ‘people who feel the
‘same way I do," ' a ' ‘

. .. .. foung woixers Look the initiative and shutdown
- factories: by walking out repestedly the rext summer because of
evertime and because of one:working :conditioh everyone. relates- to—-
the heat inside the plant which intengifiés every bad condition.
Many got fired for going. out. ‘\/hen the. general foreman collared
me on the way out-the doer in our heat walkout, I refused to go
with him to the produétion office without having a chief steward
on hand. \(hile 't argued, friends from all around the vork area,
angry about having to worlk, surrounded us, and he backed downe
In.the fall,' several. workers refused to go back to work
after lwuick since nothin;; liad been dons about paint fumes from
freshly uncercoated.chasis. Instead of petting respirators,
today they pot. action-~the uncirrcoating operation was discont—:
inved Yntil it was changed to end the fumes problem.. .
Co : S - s When the
miners were on striké later on, the intensity of that strugrlé
cam through clearly in the auto shops. Chances wers that any
given conversution. wds aboub tha svriks. Everyons .undsrstoci
perfectly well tnav working conditions were the centrdl. issue,
and felt that their own future rested in the outeome ey 1ot vear

the company had .a .dress rehearsal -for the current crisis when
it sped-up the whole plant. My department loat a third of the
workers in it.. Everyday for a month, I thought we. would go out
on wildcat. Ageih, hundreds of workers camé to a union neebting
to complain, . The ‘local union and the company held smergancy
bargaining sessions, b\ .the truth was that we got stuck with a
new agreement accepling the. speed-up. ie wei.n't even allowed
to vote upon it.
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There were more job actions I heard about this year, like
the sitdown in the metal shop because of povr housekeeping, or
the one when we sat in the cafeteria until the production manager
promised to repair the heater in the plant. I'm sure there are
plenty more you don't hear about. Not only do they repregent why
produckivity is off 2.8%, but this is the group who are now join-
ing the army of the unemployed.

The ideas snd passion for something
entirely new on the part of these yuuth can represent a revolut-
ionary oppogition to the recession and energy economics Carter
has elevated from being a "morsl eguivalent to war" to "a crisis
in confidence." Already a segment of the anti-pucleéar movepent.
has experienced a war singe the Three Mile Island incident--the
deaths of e Basque woman activist in Pagplona Spain (there were
three days of pitched buttles between youth and police after her
death) and of a man in Heuston Texas, as well as the courtroom
fights involving anti-nuclesr protestors in many parts of the
country. ] : 7 e R . .

The Rancho Seco 13 and the Big Rock 14 are two examples

of court battles afier anti-nuclear cccupabtions. The anti-nuc lear

coalition in Michipgan, however, hisn't integrated that struggle

into its other activities yet. It's not just a guestion of

avoiding having the mévement get stuck in' the courts;Th'- ‘
- o : Lo : . e U.S.

- government under Nixon often praciiced its war al home by divert-
ing the anti-Vieétnem war movement into legdl fights. . But in the-

- trial of the Gaintsville 8--8 Vietnam veterans apainst the war

_ whom the TBI wented to silence~-hundreds of people cars from all
around the U,S. and ringed the courthouse. The feeling 1 got there
was that the events outside the courtroom wade-that trial imp-

- optant. ‘But the end of the trial, which was a victory, was not a.
new beginning. ' -. * " o T : o . :

. "+ 7 @m’ the other hand, in -oné respeci that -segment of
tlhie anfi-nucledr movement hes ‘come up against & formidable state
before the rest of the movemenb. Another side to the SALT -II
ratification. as a cover for the U.S. and Russia looking for new

- war partners as they aim''for all out war-is Carter's Energy
Mcbilization Board. It will bring the full might of the state -
$o bear on all opposition to nuclear power, . environmental
destruction, and-unsafe ‘emergy production fox.which werkers
have fought for continuously. It -undericores its opposite, the
essence of the immediato outpouring after Three Mile Island==
that is, the opposition to nucl%ar madness is rooted in-opposition
to capitalist production madness. = S

ST e n L Th meama ag Fhourh Marx was
tallking about the diversion- by the.anti-nuke organizers’into
thesés on the technolopy of enewgy: produ:iion and educating
the public~-and Tthis still afber 120,00 :.llied in {Jashington
D.C. May 6, when he said:

"Phe wealk 'points in abstract materialism of natural -
science, & materialism that excludea history and ita process, are
at once evident from ‘the abatract and ideological conceptions of
its spokasment'whenever they venture beyond the bounds of their

speciality." (Quoted from ml%s.ggnf_a.g%_nejr.imﬁm, ‘Pe 72e)
What's reqo;utionary about the anti-nuclear movement is
not tgiispeciality of ‘the anti-nulze orpanizers; bubt it iz onsl
gpeciality.
5971
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Alongz with what we. caught in the outpouring since Three Mile
Island, along with the labor dimension within ths anti-nuke
movement -from Karen Silkwood's legacy, to the Navajo Indian :
uranium-miners, to the "sponges" {young unemployed peoplé'whom '
reactor cperators use to make brief repairs while absorbing-
their entire lifetime allowance of radiation)-—-along with these,
the objective and’ subjective situation of Detroit, that is, the
youth revolts and the economic recession hers can be the beginning
of the intensification for the anti-nuclear and anti~draf®
struggles.. ' ‘
. Somethikg like an sutonomous Marxist-Humanist yout
committee at Wayne State can itself represent as well as prcject
an actual inter-relationship between the two. And that is the
kind of condition we can create for presenting Rays Duneyevskaya
on "The Life and Demth of Rosa Luxemburg and Marx's Philosophy
of Revolution", and expanding & dialogue on the concept of rev-
olution unfettered by anything that would narrow it, through a
series of classes afterwards. : ' -
. : T - - When. Carter and Lopez=Fortillo met
to discuss oil and undocumented workers earlier this year, iron-
ically the second Mexico and the second ‘American Chicano and Mex-
ican farmworkers were worling out a lew relationship within - the
farmvorkers movement after the murder of Conitrerds in.California.
It took me back to 1973 when I was involved in. the campus farm- -
worker support group. What the murder of two UFW strikers then

~ meant was an intensification of the strike and the boycott. " But
many -student UFW activists in the state dropped away because the

. UFW's position on deportation of .undocumented strike breakers.
So hardly anything could be more instruétive of the anlf-dsvelopw "
ment of a proletarian struggle then the determination within the -
_ranks to propel the movement -ontc another battle stage. What T.
recalled v & conversation with Cesar Chavez, I had read Worker's
Battle Automation and expressed to him my concérn that farmworkers
would be challenged next by automation.in the fields. He probably
had the latest, news on the mechanical haryvésters in California. :
What concerned me though was the seli-proecess of workers strupgling,
the movement .ifrom practice :to theory represented by 30 years of:
battles against automation. . : - L - o

o : o I find the fact that we placed 84

copies of. ipnant Hearts A Black Workers Jourpal in the WSU
bookstore this year and that Charles Denby has spoken to several
clesses already, an element that opexs the ddor to & new relation-
ship between W3U student, eapecially working students, and HMarxist-
Humanist philosophy. That can in turm.bea path ‘foi a new formof .
youth revolt expressed by a creative study of the Marxism of Marx

via his Cepitsl, as welli as Marxiem and jJreedom, X
e I tried to think

of where we go from here, but, "here" will be different for each

of the commiftees prosent.. For NY, for example, it could be
proledaii...l2i% . - 0y _Russell and Marcotte and the Latino dimension;
Hostos and Lg_ﬁgggg_gggig%g and the spontuneous victory cele=-
brations following .the fall ol Somoza, For LA; it certainly

is the new form and new .opening thaet .the new pamphlet creates,

or the “atino dimenision There. As we continue, the discussiol.,

do join in. What is new for your locality and future activities
thet could help form an Internationslist “arxist-Humanist Youth

Committee?
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2. Report by Petern Wermuth, Youth Co-columnist of Neys g Letters

eting here today is to
he past year, so we can
ut the process that can
freedom youth are ex-
think as youth comm=-

. This taikx is certainly more urgent
than at any other time in recent memory, because 1978/9 witnessed
the release of new revolutionary subjects and freedom struggleés
on & scale not seen in a'dscade. Both Iran and Nicaragua exper-
ienced full=blown revolutions, with young people in their van- =
guard. At home we witnessed the emergance of a totally new move-
ment, anti-draft, as well as the rlowering of another, anti-nuke.
In these struggles and many others, we have made our presance
in order to pmject a banner of total liveration, whether thas
be by spealcing at anti~-nuke rallies, or in publishing a farsi
- translation of the Political~Philosophic letter on Iran for, sur

work in the Iranian student movement ingide the UiS. - Lo
L : ‘ 7" UWbat we have
also encountered over the pasi;,ear as the level of activity has
i i duality betwesn
ual expresssions .
our active intervention. For alongside -
the release of new ideas and passions fox liberation amoungst the
pants, we have the etruggles' spokespecple and
_ to make them as non~descri i
Sole Bake of roping as
as possible. 4s we ha
activities, when Yhe. leadership tries to water down the.range cf
issues addressed for the sake of na.rowing the vision of struggle,
the expression of desire for a total break with capitalism is. .
smothered. When that happens, not only is the-self-expressiol of
liberation cut away; so is the effort at workins_th:oughuthetRPocess
ing that in daily activist, organizational work.

but have them become the ground, essence, and process of al. OUY
activity as Youth Committesg? o o
: t was thanks to recog.-ition %has

._,I
we have the-responaibility of deing this by placing Marx's new.
continent of thou i iving, organizational fori for tae
youth . n.discussing the ereation and
development of autonomous Intern#sionalist Marxist=Hunanisg? -
Youth Committees.this summer. A8 & way of cOneretizing a per=
nist intervention, we toolwp
rH [ cting the new in parx's new con=
i of thought, - arxiat-Humaniﬁm,_with‘speciiic subjecta o=
liberation that we meet. Ahd'bbcause-internationalism is not {“Bt
a poal we always try to attain to, but was the actual basisz o1 -
08w youth work this’ ysaz azcund: the ITauisn revolution, we disw
cussed gur 1nternational;§§ dimension as the best way to prepare. |

Going to leave them not at spontaneous sxpreasion along,
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for the American revolution=te-come, ) '
In Los Angeles we have made
. : retize this et _
We 1y group at Cal State I, d _Frestom,
as the first activity of the youth committee, to lay down the =
philosophic foundation needed for -any further activity. And ag .
our first publication, we chose £ e fargi trriaslation
on Iran, in order to connect the n
Humanist philosphy to a specific s
of importance to us, the Iranian s
Autononmy in this case becomes a way to communicate our ideas *in
Jle languape' of those youth we are meeting, And even more inp-
cri:ant, it became tied to the perspective of not leaving our work
i to selling, 1it tables, or occaisgonal digcussions, but
have an ongoiiiy youth committee. whepe an orgarizational
bresent for its presentation. In the sgme v, we are.
looking forward to seeinyg, -the contribution by “dtino members orf
the M&F‘study_group extend into relations with IA's large .
Chicano community; snd we certainly have a basis to develop such
work with La Tucha “at;. 8, .8 publication vhich ig in many ways a,
youth pamphlet as well. Many'other'potential‘avenues are also
open: like f*nctioning as &-group to figure out Low to present

HMarx's Marxiss to an aﬁtzvﬁuke"rallx.through the work of creating

& leaflet for 4%, And the need for a ‘new relationship bstwean worls

;ng and student youth is something wé can offer, with the part- . "
icipation of Gene ii the study p a8 well as the youth committes.

s because the youth activities before us 'will
pth and numbed as the world crisis inten

: 1 , called-
foir'ig a permanent , px ) xist-Humanist intervention that
- begins, not with smarl mags-partyien, but_with‘alunity,of,diai_ o
lectial cognition with dction. Ve can do this if we are continuously
involved in a process of measuring all activist work we do to the
new for today in barxtg Marxigm=—-g process that only begine with
this meeting, e : ‘ - I
-To pget such & process going naturally imvolves so8ing how we.
cen, in-our specific localities, rélata_our'philosophy to actual
the year ghead. If the mark of sucdess on
tives as youth conmittees involves a
continuous series of acticns and discusgions uniting Ylarxist-
Humanism with the freedom movements, then demanded as well on
ourselves as individuals ig g bermanent proceas of dialogue,
where wa are also exchanging new experiences asd worlking through
how they can affect our committes form of functioning as wall =~
a8 the actual statements ws meke 44 demonst it leafle’ s, etos
Towards thet end, I'd like to suggest that Jim take regponsibility
for coordinating gorrespondance’ amoun;; the ‘youth this year, to
8ee that this meeting not become a conclusion -to our’ dialogue,
but a beginning: Such correspondance, ° 1, ‘can insure that’
our existence as youth conpittees bacome ongoing by it helping
to have w2 write a full stalement of our views by yearis end=-~
th L iounalist - - 2t+ Such a pa.phlet can
_ n the ef lp give direction that the fraedom
movemehts take, and it can also help us respond to the urgency
of dealing with every new objoctive development philoaophica;ly.
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The need to make those kinds of links is evident in everythinyg
that we do, and extends from our participation in the Youth Fage
of News & Letters, to our own contrivations to local discussions,
to the specific work done in women's liberation, unemployed youth,
ete. Indeed, I think the new kind of perépective we have, working
out a new form for connecting Me.:. *~ Marxism to subjects of
liberation we meet throurh avtonomuus youth commitiees, can make
a big difference for the Youth Page of News & Letters. We have often
noted at prior national youth meetings that while we have a lot
on activity in the youth page, we are weakest on theory and
orpganization. Ue usually conclude promising that we'll write .
more theoretical articles foxr the page in the coning year, bub then
somehow never do. Bub with our new perspective, perhaps that's
not inevitable: let me give you one example.  In NY this fall,
we attended an anti-apartheid conference, snd réported on it in
the pages of N&L." We then said the vanguardist Left had succ—-
eeded in taking over the conference, and we atbacked the way the
voice of the independant student iwes not heard. But we did not
have the perspective of.a permanent, :ongoing intervention there
which could have made a difference in the way we reported on tThe
conference~-we didn't get the flomr o force them to allow those
"voices of the independant estudent” to speak, and we limited '
ourselves tu a lit table, rather than trying to set up a workshop, -
or even a leaflet to invite.others. to continue farther with us.
.If we 4id have:that fullér intervention, the anticle would lhave,
contained more theory, for it would coutain what we had to say.

in thig sense, The more we Ivnciion as autonomous coi.tteds in

the year ahead, the more our own artiutles will have to imclude
philosophy a@d organization in addition to.-the. spontaneity. '
The, process of developiag ourselves organizationally,. as well
‘us philosophically through the Internationalist Young Marxist-. "
Humanist will much depend on the experiences we have over the next
few months. - It 'is by taking the perspective of autonomous youth™ -
geriausly, however, that can assure we do. pork oub the pwrocess

i

‘ ‘arxigt-Humanist type |
of organizational activity, even if we are not-in a local where'
a functioning committee is:an immediate poseibility. "My thought
is that’'as long as we strugile to underatand how the new points of
departure in our organization compdr us to practice the total -
-opposite Of capitalism,through:a:year~long internal gnd external
diaslogue, we will have oroken: new gronnd. :

- of uniting theory and practice in a,truly.
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Gene., Qg-m-I notlced that there was a lot of concenfratzon on
the campuses today, but I also see g lol of young people on the .
jobs who are not involved in campus activity. In LA, we have the
Latino struggle that is very much.part of the job situatlon, mueh'’
like Blacks. Where I work, it is-mainly Latino workers, though
there were Black workers there béfore who were moved out. Hany -
of the Blacks are from the South, and have been part of the
struzgle going on there. People at work see the need for a move-
ment that is more than the movement down South that was suppressed
and they are looking for something new.

John, NY-~~I have been 1nvo;ved in anti~Draft act*V1ty in
NYC, and you can sge it'a not juat a youth isaue per se; there
have been people of all ages at the activities. There 15 an
understanding that the move to re—lnst;tute the Draft is part.
of 8 movement to total oppression. Bubt I don't think the leader-
ship of the snti-draft activities has yet thought out. how to :
truly make it a broader struggle than’ 1t now 15.

[ige N, Detgg;t---lt ia vary lmportant that the antl-draft .
movement on cempus reach out to those offwcampus; right now there
is & cortain moralism to anbi-draft.that I've soen, a tendency
to say havinz the Draft is.wrong, but. its.o.k. to have a vol- -
unteer army. What we have to get across- is that a standing army..
is a reactionary army--1t is used by the capitalists as a finsal
police force, It becomes very important to connect this per=
aspective to the' anti-draft. movament, as 1t's jusf not gettlng
dealt with. ,

gg;igi_ggxdgpgg---In San Franazsco, we don't- consider- ‘U
‘selvea as a yeuth committee,yet we ares sctive.at SF -’State, and we -
have a forum there. .We are ,oing b0 have Charles Denby apesalc..
there this.fgll, and having him is not just a guestion of Denby, _
but is part of the question of how to establish.an organizational
presence there; who to talk to, and what .to say to people. What
excites me about youth is not youth per ‘se, as I've always. felt, -
sort .ol uncomfortable in that category, but that. we are now talk-
Cing about forning an organlzatlonal process,, whether that be .in |
anti-nuke, anti=-draft, women's liberation. This whole concern .
is not specfieally related to youth alone, but rather a coming
together of Marxist-Humenists under a Marxist-Humanist banner.
What excites me about this discussion of youth is that it concerns
the creation of a form of organizationy not that LA has the process
that others just follow, but thet each have to work that process
out for themselves in their own locality.

Jerry, Chicago=-=I see it as very important that we present
the need for a philosophy of revalution, and push for tobal
freedom by trying to relate the Marxisa of Marx with the thoughts
of people. I hope we can have this continuous dialogue, this
method, because this is the way we san ba developing with people.
This is very important because other groups use divisions in
the movements to play off groups of people againat each others
in Opposition to that, we need the unity of Marxism. From ny
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own personal experience, it's very clear that this society has
no respect for people, no respect at all for the human being. To
ses that all you have to do is lovk-at the DC 10 cresh, where it's
not the. people who died, but the money it costs them, which is of
concern. The kind of exchange of experiences we are having here
today is very important because this is the way we get bhack to
Humanism,. . For we are seeing that for any one person to be free,
all have to be free. I hope over the next year we can continue
to bring people together arcund true Marxist ideas, and that is
going t0 be especially important with the -anti-draft activities.

Karen, Bay Area-=--On the Draft, also keep in mind that they
.are talking about drafting women; and even if they end up not -
doing so,women will aiways be pulled intoe reproducing for the
sake of creating soldiers to fight wars in .this society.

‘ . At first

I had trouble with the idea of youth autonomy, as it seemed sort
of ambiguous to me. Then I realiged that it hgd to be ambiguous.
I guess I expected a ready made answer for autonomy, but now I
see it is only by trying to create it that I can uaderstand it.
It's not up to another Go define what it is, and up to me to merely
apply it, bul it .has.to be worked out; it's like individualisn
that lets nothing interfers witi your universalism. , What I see. .
is that this discussion is very much connected to new developments
in News & Letters Committees -as a whole. Recently we were involved
‘in a study group in SF, and in it, we had the feeling of being
on the verge of something, but could not yet articulate.what it was,
as Iran and Nicaragua had not yet had their revolutions. From
these events we're now tallking aboud orsanizetion as'a philo-
sophic category. I also-at first had trouble with seeiny;'us in
News & .etters as "the new begimnings”. Now, though, I see that:
the vanguard party is buill into the-very atructure of capitalism,
and in opposition to'vhat, we need :an organization around:a philo-
sophic. tendency. In-the Bay Arsa, maeny of ue haven't done work
through, the youth committees--maybe.thet can now change. What I-
find important is that when we define ocurselves ad Marxigt;-Human-
. ists, ywe present the whole of waat is new; end that Has to be ex-
pressed in everything that we do. = - . ST

.. Ae,LA~---The youth play an important part in revolutions '
throughout the world, as in' Nicaragua and Iran, Ve are aware
of the fact that. thousands of young people have been killed in
revolutions that have talten place around the world this year.
‘For this reason youth need to form organizations where they can
discuss their. part in transforming this.society. The capitalist
syetem is a worldwide phenomena, so the struggle against 1t muat
bétoms & worldwide oppositivnme vUnilwd wibh oTher youbh sirugiglies,
youth within the armed forces can stop the war preparations of
the capitalists. AB Iranian students we will be having study -
groups based on the freest participation.: In theese atudy groups
. Wwe would liko to 'study works that anaslyze the Iranian revolution,
. such as Raya Dunayevskaya's PPL on Iran, sc that we can better
undergtand that revolution. We see such study as unseperated
from discussion on and with the :international women's movemnent.
the anti-nuclear movement, the anti-dralt movement, the strugcle
agdinst censorship and terror and police. brutality. The time

e T
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has arrived for the destruction of capitalism both in its private
and state capitelist formas. At this time the fever of world
revolution has spread amoung the youth and has led them to take

up arms as they did in Iran and MNicaragua in order to fight for
the freedom of a human sgociety. Long live the international fight
of youthl!

Gregm, Bay Area-~-One thing this re-orgenization has meant
for me is that any alternative that is not total can be absorbed
by the system. I think in the past we projected more of a philo-
sophic ideal, but now, we're workinj; through « place to put those
ideals into life, into the concrete, and that type of organization”
can't be ‘coopted by th- system. In talling recently to striking
BART workers, I found that they are still fighting forced overtinme.
Yhat we can now meet them with is a form of organization that
has been tested in reality.

Erica, Detroit~-~I want to discuss what the work on the
‘campuses means for WiU and Detroit. ' What strikes me is the word
new--what we are always talking about is keeping one step ahead
of what is by loocking for what is new, And the fthree new .things
I want to take up are the new office here, sutonomy, ‘and tha new
book to be.. Let me first welcome yow to the first Youth meeting
“iu our new offiice, the mew national and international center of
Marxist~Humanism. . We in Detroit have been very fortunate to have -
a8 youth conmittee at Wayne State University not only in the
- physical sense that the campus is close to here, but in the philo-
sophic sense--and.by this I moan ‘it is the home of Raya Duna=-
yoveslkaya., The celebration on International Women's Day and the
four classes in Philosophy and Revolution which Raya gave, really
gave us-a name on campus, in all the wayr we projected. Marxist-
Humeniem. There were many new ideas we put into practice at thab
very new type of class, from display cases to lit tables and’

- lpdllets. - Raya made such an impact on one young man that she got
the lead in an issue of the fouth End. But the reporter wasn't
a Marxist-Humanist, -and we kept on reminding him before then to.
come. This is one thing that. shows how important follow-up is;
something we weren't always successful in. I think this working
out things on the part.of the youth ties in nicely with the
"autonomy" we've bsen talking about. ' . - ' -
et : : This is the first time we've

used- the word seériously even though it's been discussed for a

long time. :Now, whether you think of autoncmy as being ind-
ependaent. membership-wise from the resular local or whether you
mean that autonomous is not running to the organizational. 'veterans'
for answers, bubt trying to work out ourselves and really gragple
with ideas and problems, the fact remains that each youth group
(though it is youth that binde us mcross the country) is still-
autonomous even down to its own locality. The situation is always
different nationwide, and just as each group has its problems,

each has its own opportunities. N

: C °  Here, look at WSU, No one more than
the Detroit youth have had the opportunity to host Rayu as we have.
Just as we were so fortunate last year to spo.sor her lecture
on IWD and the four!P&R classes, 50, this year we are going to
bo sponsors of the Iirst lecture on the new boolk, Roga Juxemburs,
LIoday's Women's Liberation Movement, and Marx's Ppilosophy of
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Since the book to-be is our first and foremost perspective-for
1980, =« massive re=—organization has occured here at the center,
meaning & lot more,responsibility- for all of us. We, each and ™
"every one of us in this room, have & chance to he'p write that
work=-in-progress; that is a responsibility which should not be
taken lightly. And I hope that we all view the work as d manifesto
of freedom for our age, and not as Raya's book or even M&LC's,
or as individual members,.but for the entire world &g a means with
. which to achieve a total philosophy of revolution and, thus, a
new society for all humankind. It's a book that ig so total in
scope and method as to be worldwide, and it is the way bto bring
out the new, the new of the movements, and state what it represents.
We will hear more on this in the Perspectives report at the plenum,
and between this meetingz and those discuseions, :I think our youth -
activity for the coming yesar can become something very different.

© Dianne, Detroit-—~ihether we talk about Iran or Nicaragzuaj °
the anti-nuclear/anti-draft movement or the campus revolts against
cutbacks, as seli-organization of resistance~~it is women and youth
who _have predominated. It is the same when:we see & new stage

" in Labor where youth are transforming the unions to women speeking
out against sexual harassment in the plant. ' Therefore, I too, am

. concerned with how we as youth :committees will meet the need for
total liberation, .and where counter=revolution will not feed _
off of. the divisions within the revolubtionary ‘movement for another
aborted revolution.'and more oppression. We can see counter-rev=~
olution within revolution as the example of our activity'at an =
anti-nuclear meetiis in Lansing Michigan, where 50 self-appointed '
leaders of this ‘movement-actually voted down a proposal -£or a -
"new Human society". It was at this meeting where three Marxist-
Humaniste were demanding that. proposal be raised as a banner.

This shows it isn't just theory, but a very concrete questipn.

, I too think. it important to lock at whal is. new in the world.
that demands a pew response from ourselves, and I agree with tlie
idea of Jim'coordinating youth.correspondence. As for autonomy, -
I see’lt as the proceass by which youth can express Marx's philo=~"
‘sophy. of revolution as a form of orgmnization. I wanted to get -

a view of the history of organization, so I went back to take a -
look at the Organizational Interlude chepter in Marxism and Freedom.
I was surprifed to.gee what the Second International fhoupht org-
anization meant. 'They held bhe trade unions would organize' the
magses- in the. economic. field, the youth would -be' organized- on an
anti-~war front,, and the party would.provide. the: political leader-
ship. But. today, when Marxist~Humaniste speak of organization

as an autonomous form, it's not in terms of being rﬁstricted o

a8 single tactic, but for the fullest expression of Harx's philo-
sophy. of revolution. In 1907, Karl Liebknecht wrote his.pamphlet
"Militarism and Anti-Militarism", and it was repudiated by the -
party. The youth then thought they were autonomous too. We need
to ask in oppoasition to that what autonomy meens for us today.

: Bo_n!ie_._ﬁ%---r was taking a look at the Youns Marxyist-fumanist
published in 1903 a few-weeks ago and was' surprised to find. oub
how .much it relates .to today. In the introduction, Raya quotes
Lukaco: "The unity of theory and practice ia only the other face
of the historical special situation which makes sell=lknowledge
and lnowledge co=incide. Thus the proletariat is both the subject
and ovjeol of its proper knowledge." This of course is in contrast
to the division betwsen mental and manual labor. This is the inner
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essence of Marxist~Humanjsm, where the individual lets nothing
interfere with his/her universalibm. It is because of this reality
and because thig reality has been made frightingly real to the
bourgoise world that Raya points cut in the Draft Perspectives
that this is not some abatract shift in globel politics, but &
‘battle for the minds of men. Anyone who recalls the high school
experience knows only too well what that battle means. And we all
challenge and strupsle sgainat that dominetion everyday-—whether
its beginning from the time we are children or as unemployed youth.
He as youth committees exist to participate, listen, give
voice to what remains implicit in a struggle for freedom, and by
making it explicit a new quality is creeted. This is what we have
tded to do on campus at both Queens, thru l1it tables, discuasion
groups, presentations. We had a meeting on the rrlation of
women's liberation to Marx's philosophy of revelution on the very
day that thousands of Iranian women poured into the streets in Iran.
What we found was that youbth today no only are very new to Marxism
but have a passion .for a total philosophy to guide their struggles.
This was best represented -in the past year in two Latino study
groupswe Were. involved in at Queens that evolved out of involvement .
in the Nicaraguan freedom struggles, and at Hostos, where a friend
initiated a study group around MX¥, At Queens we have discussed
with Egyptians, Iranians, Vlest Indians, Isreselis, many others:
8o inbernationalism is nothing new. New is that this year it .
has been made a specific catagory for youth. - And because we org-
anized ourselves from 1955 on in committee form, autonomy is not
new eithefr; new is thet it is.to be developed and expresséd in ‘the
fullest sense this year, where aulonomy repreésents the totality
of M&LC...The form of the autonomous committée has the potential
%o provide for the time ahd space for self-development, for thinkin:
articulating, and acting upon a philosophy: of liberation whein it
conceives. of itself as a tohality. Without this, we end up with a
situation like Iran or Portugal, or any of thé other unfinisied
revolutions...Iran has shown us that agutonomy’ without total philo—
sophy will lead straight back to the domination by the old forms
of ‘organization. It's teking up organizabion geriously which has
inhibited our many youth contacts from attending lockl meetings or
even P&R classes so far. There's a great difference between being
dissatisfied with society and challengingy it--the latter requires
an organizational expression. Therefore, we are going to produce
a leaflet fto.give out at registration to announce tne Capital
classes. "It is also a challenge to me, as I &m working on campus
by myself, but I find the new reapeonsibilities facing us very =
challenginge. I find it very important to create a room, a place,
where there can bes a constant exchange of ideas.

- tvan, Chicapo--=From what I've seen of N&LC so far, an inte-
gral part ol the way this. process of self-development works itself
out is through making a connection between the campus work and the
youth in the workplace. I'm wondarin; how much that conmection
ties into all the other work-of +the organization.

Gregpr=—-Everything we -have in N&L is projecting somebhing
o the world, nothing is internal. The paper is a form of org=-
anization for ys on the job, as the paper is opringing. out the
ideas of the workers, : o .
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Teru, NY---I was feeling a lot of confusion about the youth
comnittees, bubt now I've reslly gotten excited about them; it flows
directly out of an'organizational process, it's related to khe
idesg of young people worldwide. NEI youth can show the youth
outside that they have a great role to playqin%qhanging the world.
L very much like the idea of creating Lhe Internationalist Youne
derxjgt-Humapnist, as it will be a good way for the youth o en-
gage in.discussions wilth others on our ideas, and it will be a
sign that what we're doing inside our organization is being taken
outside. - . T '

Ied, Bay Area---I've spent a lot of time trying to form a
youth committee, but one on the basis of the Union of Radical
Political Economists (URPE). I was workiils with that group,
and people did come o the meetings looking for a larger change,
that they would not hear in the SWP, etc.~-URPE does provide a -
certain forum you couldn't get elsewhere. But the hunger they
came with was not satisfied by URPE, and I found myself not being
able to respond there in terms. of what T represented and thought.
This year it's going to be very different, I'm going to focus my
time and energy much more on N&LC. URFE may be great as analysig,
but I could not seriously develop as a revolutionary inside it, .
and il could not relate to me -once I weni on strmike. If you want
something new, you have to respond to this passion for a new
society, and that's why I'm finding & dividing line that Roeps

. coming up. In that ®nse, I wus thinking of how we are a spec-—
ification of the "four wlsh, We are Tecognizing ourselves. ag
new passions and new -forces, and that seens Vvery dialectical.
It's important %o see, as if you're not looking for the new in
the world, you can't self-develop. Part of my own self re~org-
anjzation has meant moving away rror aconomics and towards philo~
sophy. I'm atill not. gure I think of myself as youth, but I very
guch want a living form with which to capture the new. .

dip--=I wanted to throw out a few ideas. I get from this
discussion that what was implicit in tho activities of . the-past
year was an attraction of ideas that is characteristic of the age.
It's a question of sellf-determination reaching so high a stage,
that we have a self-development of ideas, S0 how are we going to
create more conditions for that ettraction? It is total, or it
_is nothing, we have said. How are we going to extend those in-
vitations to Marxist-Humanist dislogne, so we do meet the chall-
enge of the new book ? I don't think we?ll have any trouble meet-
ing the subjects of liberation. It's a- question of how to get
out the totality of what we are about-~-we can begin with a report
of this meeting in the next issue of Nel.

I accept Peter's sugg~
estion on corresspondence. It's not Just a matter of a one to
one 2xchange. We in the Center can use such letters much ag we
use weekly mimeod letters to the locals, to show others as an
invitation to Marxist-Humanist dialogue. One thing coming up for
us in Detroit is an anti-nuke rally Oct. 21--that's an event we
can work with o see how to prosent cub 1dsss.

Miriamy Detroit-~-In the past I've shied away from involve=
meny with the youth committees, as it ssemed like a method of
recruiting to me. This is the first time I understand it ag far
more than that. Today we see that the movement from practice needs
us, and that makes this discussion oxciting.
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' Late, Bay Area---Before this meeting, we had two discussions
in the Bay Area about organization, about the need to articulate .
our philosophy of revolution, and se I did some . worll, like re- -
read the Draft Chapher on "The Relationship of Philosophy amd -
Revolution to Women's-Diberation", and slso did s presentation on
women's liberation for the locel. After thet, my whole feeling
about youth committees really changed,partly bacause. of the work
I was doing on women's liberation, which helped me understand
what autonouy means: it's a process by whieh to both internalize
and externalize our ideas. I feel iti'a guch an ineredible opp~-
ortunity to develop oursalves, to deline, articulate more clearly
vhat we see as necessary on an ongoing basis. This is what a -
"new type of member" is. all'abount: it means taking responsibility
for organization, and so the emphasis on autonomy is at the heart
on N&IC. I guess I didn't feel this bafore, much for the reason
Karen had spoken of, thinking I needed a sBet deiinition for it, -
ag if I wanted it as a frozen absolute. W¥hat's drawn me to NoIC ‘
is-that is has no guch absolutes, it's always changing and devel-
oping. And T truly feel tq&t“ﬁhiéadiscuaa¢On has captured the

truth of that for me.

. 4o . Pollowing diseuvasion, the following proposals were voted
upon and passed unaminously: . . . AT
.- 1e Tndt Youth Column for Octeber N&L be a report. of this
meeting. L - o : | o He T .
... 2« That minutes of this meeting be wriften up in full,
and published as discussion bulletin, deadline Sept.. 30. R
o « That Jim -Mills take responsibility for :correspondence

between the compittees, espacially :to help bring forth: o
4. Qhe creation of the Internstionalist Younr Mapxigt-
Humanist by year's end, to appear in conjunotion with Raya's talk
at WSU on the new book. . | N L . R

S C Tt
’ '

Minutes by Péter, TA.
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ON THE INTERNAT;ONALIST MARXISTTHUMANISQ.YQUTH COMMITTEE
by Gens, LA "« ' '

With the development of the International Marxist-Humanist
Youth Committee we are having the study group on Merxism &
Freedom by Raya Dunayevskaya serve as a point of organization,
with the coming together of youthful forces of revolution--
Iranian, women, Black, latino, intellectual and worker, e-sh
1vdividucd bhin w.n »d. l&étilon of Belf ' '
In terms of the Iranian
participation, we_are lookin; at the first publication of the
Internationalist Marxist-Hunanist Youth Committee, the persian
Translation of the Political-Philosophic letter on Iran by LD.
In response to the movement here and abroad by Iranian rev-
olutionaries, we can see that the student movement has played
and will play an important part=--and the Lranian youth oir an
- international scale are very much part of the struggle that

helped bring down the dictatorship of the Shah, and Lo will
hopefully do the same with Khomeiny. We now have to look to

the workers and students who are the future of +that revelution,
and have a biis part to play in the creation of a philosophy

that is truly Merxist that will bring freedom nationally and
internationally to Iran.

In terms of international, there are

also revolutionery forces in Central America who Were brought
‘to open revolt by Somoza's greed and - sadism, and that rev-
olution in Nicaragua will afiect other revolutionaires around the
world. Cloge by is El Zslvador, which must be watched for

new Luginnings in revolt, and we have to .see how this will affect
the Latino movement here in the U.S. In LA 'in particular a thing
to look for on the workplace is the creativity of .the young
worker moving more and more against the repression of recession
and the connection of U.S. imperialism with Somoza that takes

on a concrete form here at home for us in his investments in this
country. At the same time, the immigrant worker is a force for
change, and with the threat of var, Hispanic youth as & minority
are an important part of the fight against the draft and war.

. It is this that can bring us to the Black struggle of today,
‘nationally, internationally, and locally. When I think of 4ae
word youth, I think of new ideas or new beginnings to an fold!
desire for ireedom that runs through consciousness of gelf, Irom
Fanon, to Biko, to Black masses in motion. We saw this with
the_Sowgto revolt, that showed the courage of the youth in South
Africs in rejscting Lhue AIrikann’s language, and who died to
be Self, or for the "Black mind," Ve gee this as well with
Dgcayeur, where the movement is not for integration of 1he
Bixties Whlcg began with youth putting out a petition for then-
Jalled‘Rosa arics and Martin Luther King who were helping the .
MUv-Deut devélop., Inbegration was won, but in 1979 the struggle
15 against a system that won't and can?t change the racist
practices which preserves the racist mihe. There is also the
struggle of the unemployed army of youth, a majority of whom
are Black youth, that will grow to be ona of the greatest threats
to capltgl. Connected o this is the wrzent need for 2 linlk
between them and anti~dralt, as we have the war possibility
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that can spell nucil*izr war, and which is a threat to ail humanity.
Under the constant use of the machine, the Black - . emplnyed are
driven to the death, as'are’/dll workers, and they too need this
social revolution - for a human society.

: - The autonomous youth
committee: “7- oreativity all in itoelfl,.ond is nothiny like '
the control of youth by the vanguvard party, but more a reflection
of the whole.of News & Letters Committees as we strive for Org-
anizational'Naw‘geginningség S ‘ ' :




