RESOLUTION ON SHE ANFRTCAN QUESTION
By J. R. Johnson

I. The Nature of the Task

fn the altdown strikes of 1935-37, the American working
class demonstrated that it was striving to raise ltaelfl bo
the level of the tasks imposed upon 1% by history, that 1s ¢n
any, to create a apciallist soclsty. BSince that bime it has
moVed with glgantlc atrides, until today ln 13 mest advanced
seoctlons it challenges the bourgzols ideas of production, dlg~
trivutlon and exchenge on a national scsls and. backs up these
conoceptiona with a manysmillioned strike, . "hls unprecedented
radioalization of a glant working class is taking rlace withe~
out the corresponding develcpmen: of a revolutionnry party.
I in 1938, (for historical rzcsons) the growth of the party
lngged behind the radlcallz.tlon of the masses, {Trotslky), S
_then today the revolutlonary oxganizaticns (WP and SWP) lag. ...~
furthes benind than ever from the Amerlosn proletarlat and -
1t8 allied clasges. ! _ ' ' ) ,

T T+ would be fatal for the Part; to oomfort ltself with.::
- the idea that this lsck of growth of the Farly 18 mersly. proof
-of the backwardness of ‘the American working clasa. No revo-.;
lutionary con deny the posslbllity that two ‘years from today-
the Ameriocen prolstarist could cover the natlon with "sovieta:
(or their equivalent) in a nation-wide strike.against “the ,
_bourgeoisie, or more ssrious still, againat the interventlon:
of goavernment In the struggles of the preletarlat with capital:

 The bourgeocisle and the government ‘have shown that they. -
are aware of the explaslye chacaocter of the gitustion, “*he .
- 3dealoglcal battle between planned economy and free enterprise,
“beiween onpltollsm ond soglalism, potween the power of the .
bourgeoisle and the power of the proletarint is now a common=:
‘place In the daily press and polltloal formmd. U

. Farmerly, awareness of the contradlotlons of Amerlcan .- -
oapitallsm have been to a large degree the mroporty of the .
Marxists alone, Today, they are ilncreasingly the preperty of s,
grect massea of the paople, The develement of the economy 7.
during the war has Lntensified the threat of mass unemploy-
ment and the threat of social revolution, o .

- Tn the international field it ls a ocommonplace that the
U,8, in committed to maintalning lis power in every quarter of
the giobe for eoonomic, as woll as for politionl reasona, lta’
rivalry with Fusale 1s now becoming as familiar a featyrc of.
the warld situatlon ns was the rlvalry of Britain and - armany.
befora-World War I. - : \ ) T

. If large masses of the Amerios. people, howsver, have




been forced by the objective situntion to recognize these ocon-
tradlotions of ocapitalism, yet the latest phencmenon, Anericen
imperiallsm as the oppressor of the entire world, is not'yet
olsar to them., The dlrect opproession of the Fhillppines,

Porto Rico, etc, has always soemed insignificant in oomparison
with the coloniel emplres of Great Britain and France, The = -
indirsot oppresslon of latin-Amerioca has 1in reoent years bLeen
wrapped in the haze of Roosevelt's Gond Nelghbor polley. The
exploitation of China has been gloased over by the preten-
tious elevation of the Chlang=Kal-Shek regime to a role as one
of the leadera of the United Natlons, Yet the outstanding
fact of American imperialimm after World War II 1s that it 12
the gremtest capitelist~ilmperialist natlon.and has sdcceeded
Creat Bpritian a8 the bulwark of oapitalist typenny the world
over, It 1s compelled to maintain the bankrupt econcmies of
the ocapitalist regimes on a world scale agalnst. the socliallist -
revolution. It must do this alsc for the purpoae of prepar=
ing and mointaining a fleld for that world-wide explpltation
which it sees as the only asclublon to the tremandous growth.

. of its. own productive foreces, .

But 1f the Amerioan masses are not aa fully aware of this
as they ought te be, amoug the. scores of milllons abroad who ..
~are velng dsily subjeoted to the tyranny and hypoorisy of Am= .-
_erloan imperialism, thore ls rapldly gprowing a-resognition ‘of

1ts true vroles ~To the revolublonary pressure of the Ameriocan
- proletariat at home, there.ls being inexcrably added the tre=:
‘mendous revolutionary sentiment abroad which increasingly = -
£inds in American imperialism the direct and lndirect opposi-. :
tion to the achlevement of immedlatec neceasities and revolu- =
‘tiynary aims, B . : '

-

1. Tyoteny and ‘the Transitional Program '

.+ To meet thls situation, ths Fourth International s -
aquipped with the trensiiional program, in the U,3, as In the
reat of ths world, the program fér the epoch of the death
agony of capiteliom in lts transition to the scolal revolutien,

The essence of the translifonal program ias as follows: o
In the evoch of the death agouy of capitailsm, the revolutlon-'
aprles emphasize constantly before the masses the tasks of the = -
sooial revolution, while losing no opportunlity to enatch thls
or that partial oconcession from the ¢loss anemy. Exaotly op- -
posite im the policy of the opportunista, They polnt out the
tormente and miserles which oapltalism imposes on the masases
but concentrats on the lmmedlabe demands, They do net see the
immedlate tansk as the systematlio.mobilizatlon of .the proletar-
lat for the sootal revolutlon, although they often tuke oare
to emphasize ghot final emanoipation can be galned only by
the ultimatq abolitlon of the capitallet regime. '

While the Amerioan proletarint 1s not os subjectively
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ready for revolution'ﬁs the proletarlat in France today, the
task of the Party in the U.8, i3 to adapt the minds of the
Amerlcon masses to the objective need for revelutlon,

"Phe present epoch ls distingulshed not for the faot that
i1t frees the revolutionary party irom day-to-day vork but be-
cougse it permits this work to be ocarried on indlssolubly with

_ the motual taska of the revolution...It carries on this day- ‘
to~-day work within the frame-work of the correct actual, that
i, revolutlonary perspective." (Founding Conference,pp.18-19).

In such &n epoch, the FPerty in the V.8, must distinguish
sharply between the method of revolutlion and the method of re-
formlism, Pecause in lts mresent stage the party is unable aoc-
tually to carry out revolutionary actlon, the Party's funotion
13 to propose, L.8., o propagandize for the revolutlonary as
oppvasd to the roformist actlion. Revolutionary propaganda,
revolutionary agltation, ars not confined to the actual moment
when the masses are summoped “to the barricades" arms In hend
for the actusl selzurs of pcwer, It 1s by this petty-bourges .
ols romantioism that pre=1914 Menshevism preached sodiallsm .
‘and praoticed opporturism. All propagunda, all agitation, mat’
‘be oarried on “from the-point of view of revelutlonnas oppossd

0 poformism, pistamnt:usllr‘to:axggqiu this differencs. to the
“mmonen. thepretically and prectically at. gvom,;‘utup, of parlige
montary, tre9 unien, So=sporative Worik.” {lewin) s is udk:
a matter of an autuaf rovolutionary eitvation s o mabter-of =
‘years of preparation.. o mnased apd the party tmat be traln
for revolutlon, and it s to tifs training that the Bolshevik:-
_party owed 1ts success at the momént of the aotual overthrow
of the bourgeolsle, : ‘ . ,

Tre Revolutionary Mobilization of the Masses

" In the death agony of oaplialism in general and in the

U.8. 1n vartleular, what 1s boale to the tranaltional program

. 15 propaganda by.the ravolutionary party for the self=-notivity.
of the workers., Trotaky has gilven in detall 'for the U.3s the: .
bosis of this self-mobilizetion, It is the footory commlttes .
and other rank ond f£lle organizations of the workersa. The L
Party must dlstingulsh itself from all other proletarian orgen-
1zatlons by selzing every opportunity to rropogandize for: o

"Faotory committees to inspsot the books

Factory committees to control productlon

Factory committees to control the nntlonal income

Parmers commlttees to inspeot the books of the banks o
Faotory committees to act wa workers' defense guards o

Propaganda for the factory committee, 1l.s., for the pelf=
mobilization of the masses 1g the cors of the tranaltlonal -
progrom. Unless this 1s the cenber of the. Party's propaganda’
and agltation, the dl ogan of Workers! Control of Froduction is.




a meaninglésn abatractlon.

The need to.reduso the high coat of 1living is one of the
"gimpleast of immediste demands always with us. But the way in.
whioh the Bolesheviks propased that 1t be accomplished led to.
the October Revolution., “he tranaitlonel program sesks to pre-~
-pare the masses for thelr Qectober. Any other consceptlon of
the tranaitional program 1s false to the ocore and rulnous for
the Party's effective develomment. '

"phe sestions of the Feurth I.'arnational should always
strive not only to renew the top leadership of the trade
unions, boldly and resolutely In critloal memsnts, adwvsncling
new militant leaders..., but aiso to creste in all possible .in-
stances indepsndent militent organlzations sorresaponding more
closely to the problems of meas struggle in bourgeols soclety.
(Founding Yonfersnce, p. 22} ' " ' )

_ The Party constantly bringa before the workers: the need
" to organize for their own ssli-deiense, In ocnnection with
. every strike and street demonstrstlon, 1t.is lmperative ts SRy
- propogate the necesslity of oreatlng woriters oups. for gelf=ds.
. - fenze," {Foundirg Youfererice, p. 2B} - The worﬁers militla in.. -
the Ootober Revolution 1tself was a minority but propagands:. . /.
for this idea won thls minority te the party and prepared the
. minds of the masses to give it sympethy and supports {Trotaky):.
The Building of the Party

]

The Parthdoes riot wait for ‘events to make rovolutionary:

. propaganda . o walt and see and then to (propaﬁandize) is to .-
act 1ike the rearguard and not like the vanguard" {Trétsky). = =
The inevitability of new waves of aslt~down. atrlkes Impossa:~.-
upon the Party a propagandistic necesslity. "It is neoessary .
t0 begin a campalgn in favor of factory committeses In tims in

* opder not to be caught unawares." (Founding Uonference, p.23}

* " Preparatory work is already belng done by the confidential

- staff and by trusts. Wos to the revolutlonary organizations,

* woe to the proletarlat If 1t is agaln caught unawarest{Ibid,

" pe 27)This propagaenda. is not only the warning and the mepara= L
tion of the proletarint for the so:lnl revolublons It'ls the '~
meansa by which the Party attracts revolutlonary elements to = -
1tself and concretely develops Lts own forces.

- Theoresical ortisles, while absolutely neecsssary, do

" not constitute the revolutionary propagands by which 2 parsty” -
(ns different from a propngonda circle) is bullt, Agltation ..
for the revecation of s no-atrike pledge or for withdrawal of =
labor members froem o governneit Laobor board are_necessary ond -
useful ot all times, particularly in wartime, But ooncentra= .
tlon on this as a meana of developing into-a party the propo-: =
gandn group which has turned %o the mosses, is In dirsot con-
tradlotion with the whole aim and method of the transitionel
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program. The result is a waste of revolutionary energy and a
ponse of futllity. Thus, it 1z on the basla of mopaganda fo
revolutlonary actlion tha% the propaganda group builds itself

nTo the mass revolutionery party. Over the years of gsharpen-
ing orisis it educates the vanguard to sccept its nropagands
_and gradually lmpresses itself upon the mentallty of the masses
an the organization to which they can turn for revolutlonary’
actlon., Any other course means capliulation to the backward
mentallty and Lilluslons of the masses,

Trotgky and The Slogan of the Labor Party

It is only in the 1ight of the self-mobllization of the
masses, as posed by the transitional progrem thet the sloga
of the Labor Party for the U.S. has revolutlonary content, Bhe
idea of the Labor Party must be concretized as s party which
will tske power in the state = with fastory committees for the
control of industry, contrgl of the national inccme, and
workera) defense guarda, 'Otherwise 1t is an abstractlon and .
an abgtraction 1s a weapon.in thelands of the opposing olass,?
(frotsky) » Every bourgeois and reformist proponent of the -
Labor Party unwaveringly inoculontes into the mesdes the ldea
;. -of a conatitutionmal Labor Par v. (even one whioch la for soclale -
".4sm ond a planned economy).. -he Fourth International -enterd -

" "this movement in order to tear to pleces these reformist Llw-

" Jusions snd to link the idea of a bor Party to mortal -
© stpuggle againat the bourgeolale, us, by our interventlon,.
-the struggle for the Labor Party in the U.8. becomea n struggle
between the opportunist ourrent and the revolutionary current, -

This 1a aiso the slgnlfioanca to be given to the idea bg

' “u'ﬂbrkérs Gaverpment.  LIf the Party does not tle the conoep~

tioh of a Workers Goverrment to revolutionary action, then 1t -
. yeilnforses in the minds of the masses democrdtle and paciflst
Lilustons. (Trotsky) ' - ' c s

No shodow of doubt must exlat in the Party obout Trcﬁ,'y'ﬂfxf”
Eo he

conceptlion of the Labor Party and the Workers vermment o
Party (1938} was to be gulded by the idea of a strategia of= -
fenslve, - "his strategic offensive must be led by the ldea o
the oreation of workera! soviets to the creation of o workeraw
Toarmers government." ‘The slogan- of soviets should not be
launohed immediktely "especially because the word has nol the
significance for the Amerloan workers thot it hag for the Rua-
sian workers...It 18 very possible und probable thot in the -
same marmer we otserved in the U.S. slt-down strllkes, we will
observe in a new form the equlvalcu* of goviets,,«ein .o cor-
taly period soviets can be replaced, (i.,0., oan be substitusd
for) Ly factory committes, then from a local sonle to o no~
tlonal sonls, Wo can{t forastell but our strateglo orlentation
for the next period is the orlentation tovward sovieta,- The .~
whole transitlonal program must £1ll up the gops between. ocon- .
~ditions today and the soviets tomorrow,." (Trotoky) SRR

o
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Trotsky ald not ovut forward this program becauge he ex=
peoted the revolutlon to take plooce within a few weeks or a
Tew months, He stated explloitly that the actual resolution”
of the crlsis by dlctatorship might be held off for years but
the objestive situation demanded that- the Party begin prepara=
‘tion. The war would reterd the menifestations of the develop=
ment for a time bub“WOuld only accelerate 1t afterward. For
this resson 1t was "abaoclutely necessgry immedistely" to "in~
troduoe (these ldeas) Into the masses and into our own com=
rades, ) :

In 19%8 Trotsky oould se= only the movement from Green
to Lewls and from Walker to laGuardls as an indication of the
movement of the masses. He based his analysis upon the contra-
dfctions of American cepitalliam in this atage of i3 develop=-
ment in the death agony of ocapltallsm and particularly upon the
masa eruption of the CIO, 1838 was not ended before the pro-

greza of Father Uoughlin proved the rightness of hia estimate
of the’general atrategic ilme,

Today, these ldeas are not in the minds of the Workens

Party memberahip as a whole, Instead, auy approash towards .. .
. them 12 sonsidered to be romanticism, adventurism, and petty-
bourgsols radlcalism. she struggle to hiild the revolutionary -

party in the United States 1a -the struggle to restore 6. the . .
Farty from top to pottom Trotsky's strateglo orlentatlon to-
wards the masses on thelr march toward the ‘soclal revolutlon.

- TII, Tha‘Revﬁlutiohary,Preésnﬁqs of the‘gmepicaq,P?oletaplaﬁ '

The fundnmehtal woakness of the Ameficandrevoluﬁiondry”
porty is its conception that the Amerloan masses are not roady:

_for revolutlonary propaganda besause they have not yat formed-.

an Independent Labor Party. Beocauss of this conception, the
Party iz blind to the lnstlnotive strivings of the Americon
proletariat to 1ift itself to the tnska imposed upon it by
history, strivinga which in the mocess. of the struggle be-"
come less instinetlve every day. Of thls revolutlonary pres-
.avre of the mnsses the bourgeolale and the reformia% labox . _
bureaneracy show on understanding nnd awgreneas which is oom~'"

. pletely lecking ln the leaderahip of the Workers Party. Henod:
. a heayy responalbillty falls upon the revolutionary mocvement, °

both for'itS'ownleducat;onaund‘for'the edueation of the pro- -
letariat, to make a sorupulous analysls of the objective move=
ment of the American proletarlat, : ' i :

The Americun Proleﬁnriqﬁ Doiping the Var
Ty 1930 the Notional Resources B

o]
"President as follows on the 'baslo chers
American economy: .

ard reported to the
noteristios! of the.

lMoreovar,‘as people beceme 1ncreasingly‘uwaré'of'the-'

s
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4&iscrepanocy betweon rich rogources and poor reaulba
in ilving and as the ineffectiveness 1n the Oorgani~
z ation of resources beoomss more clear, a8 sonde of
sooial frustration must develop and be reflected i
iuatlfled scolel unrest and unavoldeble friction.
ndividual frustration bullds into gooial frustrae
tion. And soolsl frustration is quite as 1ikely to
work Ltself out in soololly destructlve as 4n som
otally constructive ways...The opportunity for a
higher standard of llving 1s go great, the sccial
frustration fras the fallure to obtain 16 19 ao
real, that other means will undoubtecly be acught
1¢ a democratic solution is not worked out.. <)
time for finding such a solution la not unlimited.!

- . LS I T

Usuch was a brief omt ezact representation of the complex
gooial relatlons in the U.S. of A. in 1939, And all the more
convincing because of the sourae and oiroumatances from whishk
1t comesa. g ' . .

Ughe influence of the war has merely accentuated tre 86
develayments which were already so powerful in the decade ho-
fore.1its outbreak, And if,.as 1is inevigable in wapr, thelr
£311 fruition hes been reterded, the result must be thelir oute

. tupst with renewed foroce at some stuge in the coming period.: .
"~ To begin with, the war has prepared the populntion for a §0=:.
olal orisis to a degree that was impossible exoept by the ’
 stote organizatlion of the ooconomy. By the millions, men have:
‘ween torn from thelr hcies and passed through the military
machine, By the millions, the more baciward elements have . -
been ‘dragged from rural stagnation, women from thelr homea and’
petty-bourgeois from offices, and hurled inte the dlsclpline .-
of large-soale capltallist production, Never has ‘there been’ -

- guch on uprooting ln Ameriocon- 1ife. - The country has undergcne
a profound soolal upheaval, the grestest the proletariat haa’
evey krnown, - - i ' -

"Not only has the war disrupied rormal exlstence to this . -
unprecedented degree. Side by side with thia 1t hns compe Lled ¢
s growing consclousness among ail ranks of the proletariat
that productlon is a sovlal process in whish labor has both
pighta ond responsibilities. . In 1928, in the minds of the
workers, organized labor was & amall sootion of the fopule=
tion, the oapitallsts another, ond goverrment a third, three
aifforent entities., The breakdown of the sysiem of "free . o
enterprisel in 1929 pesulted in o steady growth In soolal. and -
olnss consclousness. DBy 1939, "free enterprise" had dlsgulsedr.
1tself as "management®™ im order to emphaslze 1its aooial role -
fn productlion. Orgenized labor now looked upon itself as -
entitled to a voloce in the manugement of the produotive mrov: -

_.oesd ond looked to government ae the responsible mediator off .
. ponflicting soslal claims, Already, however, by 1940, as - - -




way ahown by theo Reuther Plan, the UAW one of laborla moat
advansed sectlons, opposed 1taelf to 'management a8 6 candi-
date for the organization of produstion in the interests of =o-
clety as a whole., <the last three years have seen a truly as=-
tonishing develomment of the social sonsolousness of organized
labor. This development of sooclal consslousnesshas been asg
powerful as it is Wecause of the sdolal role of the state, Di=
rectly end Indireotly the govermment has interfersed in ard ocon-
trollied every aspoot of economle and soclal 1ife, from wages,
working conditions, food and olothlng, to the date of the von«
ception of children end, in the Army, even the right to marry.

figfter World War X the resentment of the working clesa
against all that 1t had to suffer was dlrscted more agalnsab
Morgan, Wall Straet and private capital than the govermment.
In World War II the hostility and the exasparation resulting
Prom the statificatlion of the economy a2nd the strain of the war
have been directed as much ageinst the govermment as against

_private vapital, The oocurse of ths mivers! strike, undertaken

against the full power of bourgeois ssolety and itas state dup="’
~-Ing wartime, shows how deep 1s the ourrent dlssatisfaction e
among the workers with the existing state of affaira and theiyr '.
" gonselousness of the ocenter of responsibllity. The government
_recognizad this early and has not spared its efforts to. GoUle.
- teract the .deop antl~war feellng, *™e skeptiolsm whioh wag -the.
., aftermath of World War I, and the sufferings of the people Aur-
. ing the deprsssion. Through its highest offioclals, the Presi-
‘dent and the .Vice-Fresident, 1t has astimulated the mmsses by
vague but constantly relterated promisez of repaymont for’ the"

-

saorlfices of the war by the abolition of what the workars en—_1

1

dured in the pra-war period,

. "fhe. oulminating feature of the whole exnerience, hoWever,J
. while.it pormeates the consclousneas of the great massea of the .
pecple, la, a3 yet being held, ss L1t were, in solution. But it
will break forth with irresistible force as scon as the mnases
foel upon them the 1nevitable presgure of capltalist ban?-

.ruptcy.

My the meny-millioned mass, already sceptloal of 'free
enterpriset, the war effort of the state 1lndicates thal
_ Vernment by plomnmed Uss of the American uroductive aysi
" areate a sogiety of full emploxgeﬁt nnd Elentx for all, i

©* W4t the mesent moment the pmoleturlut is 1n a state of

aullen suspiciousness directed toward the opaitalist olass In' .
gensral and the Roosevelt govermment in partloular, Llke~the
‘bourgeoisie, 1t oonfidently expects thot the war, at least in
-Burepe, is near onough Lo 1is conolusion to justify intensive
meparations’ for the post=-war perlod. The end of- this phade of .

" the wor osn be the algnal for the outbreak of the sharpest =
olass strugglea, It may even be Imposalblie for the bourgaoisie

to suppresas them berore the aotunl end of hostillties in Evrope. f

wind B
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It %8 not impossible that a break with Rocsevelt may osme be=
fore the 1944 eleotiona, Such svents are qulte unprsdletable,
Te deciasive queatlon, however, 1a that, although ocontradie=’
tory ourrents move among the working olsss, yet as a whole, it
knows what 1t wants and in millicns, in lts advanced groups,

1a determined to have 1i. It is consolous of great changes a-
heed in soolety both at home and abreoad. It knows that labor
48 destined to play a greet part In these changes., S8uch at
least 43 the opinlfon of the present writer," (J.R.Johnson, The
New Internmational, January, 1244). .

. It L3 only on the basls of s=uch. a fundamental understand-
ing of the Amsrican proletarist during the war that the FParty
can make the Marxist annlysis of the post-war soclal orlses
and the pargpesctives cpened-up both for the Amerioan proletar-
18t and the revolutionary movement. _

, IV, The American Proletarlet and the FostmWar Hoelal Crisis

: The present strikes are the first postewar explosion. of
. o movement which begsn in 1943, o ST o
o “Tust as the American. {rade union movement carriss.on - ..
ftasks which in Furope wouid be performed by the polltical armi
of labor, 8o in the strikes, the American workers expresa the
‘ gonaclovaness of greah changes nhead in socloty both at home -
-~ and abrond ‘and-thelr knowledge that labor is to play:a great
© . prt in these ohanges, c : R

The first and most substantial menifestations of this
" welopment was the miners! strike of 1943, '~ In relatlon.to

- miners themselves, these repented strikes showed that thia -

. powerful seotlon of Amerlocan labor, in the midst of awar,

.. onoce but over a.long perind, placed lts owm clegs Interestes
-,..apd Lts own srade union orgunlzation definitely above the or=-
. ganlzatlonal spparotus of the govbrmment and the embattled . .

. offioial opinion of bourgeois scolety. Thia is a very high 0
stage of sooinl ond poliftical cocnsolouaness..and.of exireme im= -
portance in estimating the presont situgtion: That the miners.
refused to follow Lewls politlsally proves the oloes charao=- <
tor of thelir support of Roosevelt and the agber, ealoulated .
olanas chavagter of thelir support of Lewis in hls ropeated de~ -
finnce of the govermment. The workers in declalve seotions . .
(steel and auto in partioular} were ready to follow the miners

“and take the tremendous revolutionary step of {nitlating a -
nation-wide strilke in wartime. It was the bureaucratic trade .
unlon leadership ond the Stallniaste who with the greatest dife

- -fioulty stifled the impulse of the masses. Thus once more the

- ‘origsie of sooleby was shown to be the nbsence of revolutionnry

~-lendership nnd not the absence of revoluticnary pressure in . _

" the maases, . ' ) o

| From the minera' atrike onwords, the soolal upheaval and
politionl development inherent in the wvor and the deoline of
‘J:. ’ 3 ' . . B . : ' Tt




PSR e R b e Ty T
e o

* *

American ocaplialism expressed themselves in slgnificent ways

of which only a few ocan be mentioned, The Negroes all over
.the country repeatedly demonstrated thelr hostility to thelr
place in the exlsting soclal order, sometimes as in Harlem with
enloulated and diselplined violence., Regardleas of conse-
quences, they repeatedly hurled themaelves against Jim Crow in
every departmont of that stronghold of the bourgeols state,
the bourgeois armed forces on millitary dutye.

The oase of foremen who had hitherto been exolugively the
tools of management sought to change alleglence and ally them~
selvea with opganized labor, -

R

i R

In repeated Lnstances curirg the war the labor lieu~
tenanta of oapital began 4o demand not oniy wage lnoreases
but what virtually emounted to a share of the profits, dls-
gulsed as soolnl lnsurande, Thay begen also to put forward
grandlose plans for natlonalization of key industriea (the
TUAW), and all insistently demanded the righte of labor %o & -
. place in the mauvegement of industry during the post=war por~ -
tod. Thereby, they aought only to appense “the magses. o
~ The while collar workers, notably the telephone girla, be=
gan to ahow the influence of labor by the unexpected tennoity .
6f thelr demanda and the undoubted readisness of the ronk and
file to take milltant strike actlon. ‘ RN b

o Laboy, ingreusingly conasious of its strength in the Do~

rooratlio Party, organized Ltaelf In the PAC and played the’
dectelive politlcal role in the election campaign of 1944, - -
‘Thug labor had made .cne greoat step forward towards 1ta rénli=
.z ation of ita own lndependent role.ln national pollitics., .
'Large sections of the petty<"bougpolsle in the PAC, while os-
/i tensibly stlll following Roosevelt, showed thelr readineass to:
- toke a politlcal lead from orgonlzed lobor. - ‘ '

Kumerous wildoatb striles- and erbryounlc rank ond file ore - -
gonizationa were a revealing symptom of the hostility of the
workera to the restrnin;ng inflpenoa of the lahor burenuoraﬁs,uC;

Repsatedly, the advanced sectlons of labor ghowed thelr.
readiness to suppress antli-Negro manifestations within the
ranks of the labor movemsnt,. ' A wave of proféund intereat in
‘the Negro guestlon: swepi through the untlon, inltloted by - O
the mass strugglo of the Negroes themselves, but helghtened R
and austalned by the prevalilling soolal oonsoclousnense S

These were the preparatlon of the proletariat and tt8 .
“allies for the greant soclol orisis of which the present sbrile -~
weve is but the veginning., It is in this stroteglo analyels
of the development of the Amerloan préletariat taking pluoe:
veforé our very eyes, thot the Party can find the.arena for -
$ta strateglo orlentatlon, Lacking this, it is ormpelled %o’ -




esongentrate on the sucvess or failure of such maniféstatlbnbu
of lesser importarice a3 the Miohlgan Commonwealth Fedaratlon,
and thus lay the basls for opportunism. '

The bourgeoisle showed no misunderstanding of the profowd
antagonism between the orzanlc deep-going insurmountable urge
of the tolling masaes to tear themselves free from the bloody
oapitallst chaos and the oconservative, patriotlio, utierly _
bourgeols character of the outlived labor leadersiilp. in the
mouths of its most dlatinguished leasders from the President
down, it posed the problem as one of o reformed capitolism able.
to serve the people or vioient reslstanos of. the masses ending
in socoial revolutlion. The ldeologieal struggle as to the means
of meeting the crisis exploded in the now historio Wallace~
Jones debate. . ‘

The G ~ UAW Strike

The analysia of the post-warrstfike wave 18 the key to -
the development of the Amerioan working olass and the applloa-
tion of the revolufionery progrem. . o B

It 1s.a testimony to the advanced stage of socisl and po-.
fitioal development in the U.S. that from the very beglnnlng -
~ all seotlions of bourgeols thought recognized the strikes fov
© what they were - a slgn of the profound dlseatisfaction of tie
. Amerionn masses with thelr place in the exlating soolal ordex

Ox the other hand, any revolutionary movement vwhich- does nob
resognlze this oclearly, unegulvocally draw the conoluslon teo:
the end, and boldiy and confidently base policy on 1%, la.
doomed to stagnatlon, ' I

~'.+  The demends of the UAW atrikers, ocarrled to thelr logiosl
‘sonolusions, aro rothing short of initliating a complete shing
tn the American sooial order, Reuther'as proposals amount teo .
labersts runnlng- the businesa of CGenersl Motors - aaporﬁloniﬁg”

profits and wages. Hls threat to ask the Supreme Uourt for m
injunction to prevent the OPA xnising prices amounted alsd to
a demand to comtrol prices. In other words, he proposed to
control the whole productive system. He digd not make thess.
olalms on behelf of auto workers alone, but on behalf of the
. natlon az s whole. But not only the matter but even the very.
manner of the‘'cloims wasg signifioant, Reuthér mode them with'
a small army of economlsts, stetisticiauwa, press=relatlops of=- .
ficers ett. He sought to mobillze =ationrl and internastional . .
opinion behind the demands, By the scops and range of his de~- -
monés and methods, he, in effect, posed before the working .
clags and the country aa a whole, the idea of labor as an al= '
ternative controlling force in American soclety. o 5
_ .~ It would be an unpardonable and irretrievable error fer .
Marxistes not to recognizs thot Reuther!s proposnls: were, ag la’
~infallibly the oase In all simllar pronouncements, merely a .

: . & - i ) . -
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buresucratic response to the deep nrd irrealatible ourrents for
soolal transformaticn whloh have been working moleoulsrly ln 9o
the American masses and are now manifesting themselves Ilmper-
feotly in bureauvoratlic ohannels. It is tho quty of the Tarty

not bo remain iike ggt;x—bouﬁg ols radfcals op the surface of
events but to nenetrate to the ver voot of these develepmenta,
TITEy %o the

e

Tondamental to them 1s the organic elemental host
gearadation, the subordination, the humillation, the agony of
toil, the slavery" of ocapltallist production itself. Many
workera enjoyed a relatlve saslng of capitallst dlscipline in
production during the war,. They do not wish to return to the
0ld degrading osubordinatlon %o the tyranuy of the machine. They
do not want mere full employment. hey want employment as
truly soclal beings, gocd pay ond civilized conditions., In
thelir innermost depths they resent belng used a3 a mers oommo-
dity, and after four years of labor na the herces of the home
front for the great "democratio" wer against fasclsm, they have
no wish to become once more appendiisws to a machine whloch mere.
1y grands out profits. The breakdown of dlsoipline in the Da-
trbit faotorles is well-aubhentlcated not only by bourgeols
sbuervers but by the stremucus efforts of the capltallata te
make its restoration a bargaining point. (The demands of Gem= . .
eral Motors, ¥ord, and Baiser for the suppreaslon of uneauthors -
* 1z ed strikes, control over union literature, etc.) N

F v e )

. The. very fundementals are hare In ques tion. The (ocomparae- -
tively) high stondapds of general educatlon, the incessant :
mental stimlus of the highly politionlized vorld of today,
the censeless hammering at the worlkcera?! minds by the dally '
press,. populiar - perlodlonls, films, news-reels, radio commenta<
tors, and world-wide broadensts, popular literature; the so=.
einl egalitarianism of the U.3.} these accumulating forcesa, -
outside the process of production, have now reached a atage 1In
this highly onpitalistlq country, where they are reacting upon.
the aocurmilation of misery, automatized labor, and subordina- -
tion to humiliatling rentriotiona -inseparsble from the capital-
tatio mode of production, It is tn the capltal-labor relatlon -
1taelf that in this wmost capitallized of nll ocountries we rmsh- -
inereasingly seek, find and make artioulate in the workels s
the fundamental couse and remedy of their present discontents.

Shappening their Instinctive hostillity to the productiver - |
system are the pollitlenl manifeatatlons of the bloody capliiale. .-
15t chaos, Disillusiomment, cyniclsx and regentment at the .
posults of the war are widespread. The noked power politics,
‘“the sbhameful fallures and ineapaoltlez of ths notional leaders,
thelr inability to solve ons single interna tlonal proplem, the
conviotion that oll the great sacri.lces have been in valn,
that society 18 not better but worse off thnn before - of oll ™

..this, the graat mase of the people are deeply oconsolous. The .
denth of Roosevelt oolnciding with the end of the wanr, and fhe -
confusion in Washington that oenters around Truman e raonalle= .
zen Iin the minds of the workers the end of one epoch nnd the,: .




beginning of a new one., Within recent menths there has spread
through the Ameriocan peopls a eonviction that the nation facea

a orisis greater than any that it has ever faced and that thers
13 nowhere in aight a leadership eapoble of resolving rt. In
the emphasls upon this weakness of national leadership is eme-
.pirically snd subjectively expressed thelr organioc dlswrnst of
the ecaplitalist regime. Finally the magnificent powers of the
Americon economy have been demonatrated to Americnn workers
above sll others because Lt was American oad tullam which un=-
1lnocked atomioc energy. Thus, this discovery has hit the con~
galousness of the Amerlcan mnsses and developed thelr goclal
and political swarenesg assno previous invention has ever done.
In Lt o211 the contradictions of modern soclety are concentrated.
On the one hand, ir the industrial perspective opened up by

1%, in o mechanlioally minded countr-—. they see the power of

. the ajnte to organize and the reln..,cement of their consclous
ness of ¢n age of plenty which needs only sooial organization
to ba here tomorrow,., But equally, to a pecple internationally |
consoious o3 never before, the discovery intensifioes every in=-
ternational reoblem. Totally destruotive war, whish to them .
{in contrast with the Buropean mosses) was always remoke, la o
now brought shorply home to them as catastrophic.poaaibiiity.-_,;
The Amerdcon .poletariat, with no consclousness of ruln or de= .-
feat, and knowing the power of the economy, now hates tho mo- -
nopoiistio oliques nnd will welcome the most drnstlo revolu= :

 tilonary changes 1n Amerloan scclety, carried out ob the e xpanse.:

“ of private property., It ls necessary to ropeat again and - 7.
again Trotsky's statement that the workers la mot o ‘bookkeeper
and when he soys, open the books, he means first to control
the industry and then direct it, l.e., soclalism. T

' Mot only the numbers of worksrs. on strike but ‘the cource
of the strikes themselves followlng upon the UAW~GH ‘atrlike”have"
increasingly shown how feverish nnd explosive ls the general,
socisl situation. The transit workers in New York threatened,
o strike to mointain municipal- ownership of the power planbas-
© The National Maritime Unfon conducted a strike'to bring the
s6ldlers home., The ment packing workera declarasd thelr deslre
to worlk for the independent mesnt-packers but net for the mo- ..~
nopolists, Small groups of workera, - tug~boat workers, trarg..
1t workers, utility workers, elevator operators - have demon-
strated before the entire Americun people, and not -always o
without oonselousness, the capaclty of the proletariat te pRrge-
lyze the whole bourgeols economy. The general strike =~ the N
unifidation of workling class actiora in the intereats of the k
clnss as a whole - has oceurred in . number of citles and “een =
threatensd in others. Four times in leas than as many monibn
the grent city of New York has faced partiol or complete sinite -
down, Only vligerous aotlon by ber bureauerats checked sym .
pathy strikes with thelr implicatlons of a notlonol walk-oub.

Organlzed Labor and the Middle Olusses 7
The high stage of soolol and polltlcal development in the .
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U.3, compelled both sldes Lo wpose the wage “igsuo in terms of
olasn struggle on a nqtionnl sgnle, The netionwlds publiclty
and ocounter-publioity of the worksrs and bourgeolasle wele nob
aimed at convincing sach other, They represented the battle
for the middle clagses and unorganized labor, As the atrikes
develnped Lt becama clear from the actlons of the middle N
clusses that labor had won, 1Li not an overwhelmlng, at least
a deolalve victory. large sectiona of the middle classes,
and on occagiona a whole town, were mobilized to help laber in
1ts war upon capital, In the citlaa, the "vigllunte" grcups
wers oonspicuoualy absent, %The unlversal solidarity of the
worker-veterans with the strikers was a blow to the hopes and
aapirations of the bourgeolsie.

In order to be able to educate the worizera, the Party
must recognlze thot these strikes objectively represent the
trisl mobilization of all clusges in the country for the ‘ipr~
repressible confllct of these "wears of declaion.' The revo~
Jdutlon somebimes needs the whip of the countorwrevoluflon, and
oapitalism huq declared Lts Incapnciiy fHo live helfl siave and . ..
haull Tree. When 2ll the clrcumstonces are btuken inbo consie
deratlon, it is clenr that these strlkes represent a soolal

‘o otest, a political demonstration and a challenge to the

bourgeoisie, agalnat the contradlotions betwesen the grcwth of
the productive forces and the -actunl scolnl relations., Con- "
oretely they represent o aolemn waraing not only to the bourgs~
olale but to the revolutlonary purtr, a warning which it wil_
neglect at Lts perll. In tho existing mcclal tenslon

ganized labor has dromatioally brought before the nob ion 4b8

- .desire for a new socinl order, 0 demonstrotion of Its power:

and oapnolty to pull to itself intermedinte olcsses, Lt nad

;8own oonfusion in the ranka of the ocapitalists and exposed

the vacillation and 1ncompetence of the execubive commities of
the bourgeoisie as embndled in Truman and hia entourmgo. Thors
will be perlods of stagnntlon and even retreat. It'ls im~ - -
possible to mredlot such thinga, DBut the wholo ideelogical
struggle in the United Stotes hus boen 1ifted to a. new 1avel,w

" of Inestimable importance for.the revolutionary pa:\'i'y, strive
.ing to bulld itself lnto a mass orgunlzution. e

The Ideologicel-Foundatlion ‘of the Buildins of the Purty

To be able to moblllize itself for Lts tnaks, the pnrty
must have ns the orgenle foundntlion of ita thought the great.

" lessona of Marxism, applled’ to the revolutionary perspeotives

in the United Statea, the vallidity of whiloh hoa been demon=
gtrated by the Admeriocan proletariat durlng the lanat ten years -
of 1ts oxistence. The oonsclousness of every Party member in
n?e United Stutes must be dominated oy the following oconocep~
wions:

{(a) the "drive of the moletariat to raconstruct scoiety
on communist beglnnings" is more inatinctive nnd elementnl in

‘-.
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the Ameriocan proletcriat then inm any other precisely bosause
of the advanced stoge of gapl&alist produchion, Thosa tenden-
oles are "organle¥, l.e., arve of the very ntture of the otgon~
liam and are implanted there not by Marxia% parties or inde~
pendent labor partics tut by ocapital itnelf, '

(b)- The whole chargoter of our epach, the epoch of ori-
ses and wars molte thase organic tendenciss in the Rsyohology
of workers apring to 1life with the utmest rapidity.

(6) The Amerioan working elass has shown its nppreasch fo
maturlity in the organization of the great strikes but has not
yet shown the depth and nenge of its power even on the purely
industrial fleld. The worat~-paid, the 3cevsat lagera of the
osporessed have not yet moved into mass anilon, bubt this recent
tremendous demonstretion of labér'!s power tn the nztlon cannot
pass unnoticed by .-them. On another occoston they will enter., -
Ench new addition to.c striite wove is not a mere additlion to
numbers but brings into sudden and violant 1lirfe the'aoc}alis-__‘
tio instincts of the masses implavt:d thove by ecapitel, The .~
entire pnst experience of the verking class, the history of. -
1lts exploltation, mlaserles, struggles end defeats, ccmes to - .
1lfe under the Impact of events and rises up in the consoious
ness of -every proletarlan, even the most. bnokward, and drives
‘him into the common ranks," (Trotsky). E o

Thia 1s the' next stage thot faoces the &merican'workéré

. (d)- The-method of mobillzing these workers 1s the foow-
tory committos, "The prime significcnce of the conmittes 1les
in the faot that 1t becomes the militant stoff for such workin
class layers as the trade union iam Iincaranble of moving into
aotlon. It i3 presisely from these more oppressed layers .that"
“tho most_gsolf-saorificing battaliona of the revolublién will -
oome," (Founding Oonference, p., 23) ' L o

o

: (e}- The obatacle ‘tn the pnfh of thésﬁ_developmenta fa
the counter-revolutionary lobor leadership. ' . L

. .,
(£f) The great task of the revnlutionary porty ot thia .- .
stage of its existence nnd at thim stage of the devdlopment = . !
of the American pr oletarint 1ls to take these ldeas %o the vane .t
-guard ofi the working olass at the point of production, Thus !\
the Party drawa to 1tself the most ndvanced elomonts dnd pree . .
pares the others to anccept the leadership of tho Pourth Inw
- termatlonal for the proletarion revolution. .

. Thess are tha nonditfons from which rmst be worksd oub a7
 stpatoglc 1Ins fon. the mext POriod., T T
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Part II

The- 8tirategle Orientation of the Workers Purtv in the
Next Perled

Owing to the werid-widc phencmenon of statilfloation of
productlon, ell econs.ulyu gtriggle today tends to Lecoma in-
volved lmmedlr~soly wigh the stata, 1.8., o become politicnl
in the doepeat senae of that term. In the face of the pres~
sure of the masses the tourgeolsle msokes innumerable 1eg_5"n—
tive p“oposala {Smith~Connally, fact-flﬂdiwg, ete,) whlch for
the most part end in Impotence, The respengibility and powar
of tha bourgeoisle in desling with labor 1s thruss Into the
hands of the chief executlvo, Lous conatltuting in sgssence the
elementa of the Bonspartist regime.

But the process ls not one-slded.

nvery Impoertent atrile by the workers ngalnst an Indlvi~
gual eapitaiiat or corporation toduy hag hanging cover it the.
interventlon of the govermment on iip side of the capibalisg:
oloaa. Unificetlion of bourgeols. ;. 2» draws In ita woke uniw
fiontlon of vroletarlan struggie. tha fumedinte period mow i
.opening therafore hrs as lts ultimnte stage the reuognition
by the workers of the nesessity Yor-crganlzed notlon ns a -
olass agoinst the bourgaois atote for the achievement-of eoo-
nomis ends,  The Whole course of develomient Indicotas that_‘
the politicol break witlh the Demuorstie Party will.elither aLst
rectly or indlrectly be closely assoclated with the govern=-
‘ment!s inoapocity to sntisfy or sponsor laborls economic de--
mands, In the U.S, ‘preclgely becouse of the absence of o =
‘political perty of lcbor, the general atruteglo orlentation of
the Workers Party as = Eolttlcn’ arganization must be baded
on ‘the gsconomlc . strugglaes of the Ame rioan workers whioh,eow~
ing tc the stufificntion of production, contimially tend. ta .
telesoope the corresponding nolitical and seoolinl gggg;gpment.

e e T e ———

; The Parky “herefore must heneeforth moke 155 main
agandlstic orientatlon the vropazanda for unified action by
.the working clnsges as a whole, direoted azninst- the govern=-
ment for the achlovemsnt 0f LG8 6CONOWMIO €5 WBLL 08 1LS 80= -

oinl and~polItica- demangs ,

The Porty does not annrchlsticﬂllv, recklessly and ad~

venturistically raise slognna for n general strike. IL points-‘w'”

"ocut to the workers, however, the inevitabllity of the widen~
ing of the present sclasors betwean wnges snd @ loes nnd the
Inonpnolty of the dlshonest, bungling govermment to oclve the
prablem. It polnts cut that wherens in 1936 and agnrin in )
1945-40, the governmenb wns oompellod ©e pretenﬂ to maininin
& holenos betWeen capltul and work- 's, it is nu.olut91¥ L
posalble for 1t to ocontliue to mal., ain that positlon in the
future. The Party points out that only the unified aotions




of the declalve sectlons of the werkers on a natlonal =cale
oan mebllize the full power of the proletariet and all itp
aliles against the bourgeoinsle and the decevtlive role that has
titherto been played by the state, its exsruiive committee. -
The Party polnts out to the workiag clecir Lhab such unified.
actlon ez2n range from a natlen-w! " swtoppeen of a few 1owrs ko
a slt~down on a natiopal =cale, ° wanE her Workers that a
goneralstrike which Iz cu~"lne v & theu n token dem-ustra-
tion agalnst the governme: 4 cur i lumedinlely the problen
of power in the natlen, foreing rlon the verkers eithar prspw -
dtion for the scelnl ravolution or a demeraiizing cnd disas-
trous retreat, WLihcubt ngsterin, by basing this propaganda
upon its anu_yals of 1~ nexXt scage whiclh fares the fmerica+h
working class, tho Pari, not only att-ung vo itgelf thoss
far~geeing workers who ingtinctlvely drow iiis conolusion.

It lays & basis for 1ts future dev:lopment in the minds of
those workers who are taught to assoclate this ultimnte stoge
cf the develompment of the workers siruggle with the Party of -
_the Fourth International, : o

r

With that convic’ion which w:ia come only from thorougkiy-
,vnderstood theory and zwafldence in Ui Lnevitabillity of s .
clallsm, the Porty dces not walt until the workera have act
and then prceeed helatedly to explaln the event;, It boldly:
takes the lead, and prooiaims the nezt atogs, Vhen $his uri.
fied action wiil_takq ploee, how and under whot ciroumstancs
"1t 13 impossible to foretell and ridiculous 9 nsik. To wal
to see before propagandlzing is.to fulfill the role not of &
. vanguard, kut of a rear guard., : L S

Tﬁé_sﬁrugglé‘quinst tha‘Labor.Buregucrncy

. . . , . . L LT
" Sych_an crleatation, however, demands a- clear récogniltiom
of the role of the lahor bursaverats os agepts of capltal in*
the stotifled produotion, The Ity muat therefors prepa-. -
gondlze ln close coordination witlh the ldes of unifled aotion
on & nakional secle the idea of £ -ory ectrlitoen, " Thése, -

.88 the' 1835 CI0 strikes showed, aro likely to spring ouf of -

, the-sltuation with startling suddenncss and povers. ThS WODe
kers must .bte warned thot any serlous nceiou on o natlicnal-
soale which ts nct jealously overlooksd and safoguarded by
foostory committees or. other rank and file organlzatlions is
doomed to disastrous f-llure., it 1s by means of the fnotony.
‘commlttees that the worizers oan be prepared to toke the oun-
orete ateps vigllantly to supervise the scbokaging bureau~ . -
oracy &nd In time to overthrow 1t,.: -

Boonomlic Btrugglés and the Slogan of the Labor Party i

It &8 In the propaganda for unlfied aofion on a natisuul L
sonle ond the self-mc:!lizatlion cl .tho masses that"the Par’y .~
willl find 1lts deepest Wusis for prepagnrnda nnd ngitation for

. a Labor Party; not, however, for o Labor Party iu general g
- ..but a Labor Party which aima at the rule of the workers:and
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the veconstruction cf s o}atr, For the Amertcan workers, poli-
tios 13 in & very lltsral se-md ooncentrate? eocurrios. Xn
‘contrast to its brothers in .he srest couriites or Burajw,

the modern Amerionn prodetmrist Mac wap hwel Lo st ugasr Yor
anlversal auffrage or tgelnat fovarl, pLLisasy ov arng g of
_authoritarian reactlion. Tos sangtites of pollides rye there-
fore more cloasly Yelntoc H¢ ity ARVIGLAY enononto demurGd

than thant of any olbes wrele’ar_... Thia tordenocy, chninchar-
1atiec of our age, is earcoialily choracierlatio of the Uuitsd
3tatea. (GIO and :!\-LGJ . .

T+ is the function of the Party to draw together as clnse=
ly as possidle the economis and molltlzal strugglen of the
Lmerisun worw.wg cinss. To ieave room for the Linpression
that econcric strugsgles take place on the pleket line while
politfenl riompples teike place In Viashington, i1s to asalat tne
Jabor burcaucrecy in its caleoulated riigeduciticn of the fmweri-

- oan workers tnday. The Perbyis zp-rial fundclen is té tear
away the illucions of the workers ~hat the Independert Labor
Party 13 mersiy & working eless »dition of the Pepubllcin or
Temocratic Party. Ths lPoriy prepagandizes emong the sdvanesd
- woTkebs for tie faohery commibtsva, wiiers vormithess and .
farmers committess as Lndepandent miliitant orgqhizationé maRk -
guiteble for the problem: of maas -~ -~uggle in Uowurgeols aou; iy

in this epoch. Its own propagands .or the Inderendent Labor

‘Party L3 nddressed to. these advencad workerd. The revoluilicir

. ary character of the Labor lapty slogon dees not Lie in af-.o
- taching to it.sldgsns for s Workers Government, and natloneli~
" ‘zation. It lles .in the faot thut the: Party atiaches the slor
" ‘gan of. the ILndependert Tabor Fausly to the strugple for tho
" gelf~mobilizetion of tho workers aguinst the oupltaliat cless
" and the lebor 1lleubenants of sapital. Thua, while the farty.

Cwilll participate coneretely ever In the orgonisstion of 0" rom..
“Pormist Labur Party, the advanccd verkzrys gt bo senstansly:

-made avare of the special sigulileanse whick the Party glvos
to 1lts own provagandn for an -indeveudzns Labor Tarby. e

“In ito propagendn for the L..or Terly, the Werlers Party
does not subordinate propagondn for .- Vi, rkars Tarsy and the™
Fourth International, In f&s révolutdco oy uso of the slopen:’

of the Indciendent Labor Puity, the Worirara Party finds the
arenn. in whilch Lt ogn mako rromigandn Lo bte rovelutionary
party itself, The Yorkers Fariy ducs mo% uwll tne ‘Laber Paps
%y a revolutlorary Labor Papty, tut it declares uuempreml.s~.
ingly that its alm ks to oppose thodo labor burenucrats dnd ° -
centrlats who wish to make of T2 Labor Party 2 reformist
par‘b}?o . h .

 Copitnl -~ Ita Lobor Liautennnts and the Lober Party

Deaplte the antagonism to the cnpltalist regime mopifags=
teq Ln the strilte wmave, Amoerloun saplisl eoutiuce $o held .
politionl away. The aouse of thia lles O?Qrwhehgingly ab o




_-the door of capitel's lleutenants. The ocombination of Labeor,
City boases and Southern plantooracy whioh formmed the Demo= "
eratis Party of the New Deal hod undergene a rapid develop—
ment, so that by 1844, laber and the PAC wers incomparahly its
most powarful seotlon. Yet the labor lisutenants of ecapltal’
-are terrifled at the idea of breakling with the baurgeoisile and
forming even a reformist Indcpendent party c¢f labor, Such iag
the szooclsl ond politloznl tenslon in-the country teday under-
lying tha old bourgeois forms thot the sl ogan of the trana-~
formation of the FAC into nmn Independent Laher FParty holds be-—
fore the labor bureaucrats the terrifyling prnspect of faoing
the problems of the country withouv* "he aasistonse of the
bourgeoisie. The fate of the Pemon .tle Panty la now in thé
hands of the labor leaders vho c¢nn con.izn it to oklivion at
any %ime they please, Timidity and servility on their part:
1s now the maln, if not the only hopve, of the Truman govuiu-
ment to maintain 1ts nscenduncy. The Repunllean Partyts only
hnpe of success i3 maza dlsgust olth the Demeccratlic Party, or

' the opportunity which m. sht be presented by = aplit betwesn
the Demoorntic Party snd labrr, So often dces the uppeursnos
of thinge contradict thelr essence. DBehind the faeode of
power, the fate of both these bourgeols partles 15 no longer
under their own control but dependent upon the actlions of thy
workers and the men who lend organized labor. Close fuollowivg
of the devélorments in these parties 1s necessary and hns: iia:
place, but the duty of the Purty 4L to meke clen> £¢ tha - -
masses the reactlonary scbolage of thelr power by the laher
Lleutencnks of ¢apital. The Party nmust polnt cut thab they

+ are-compelléd te play this role precigely venause they awsé:. -

- -\ supportera of ocapltalist society and enemles of the proletar
- ‘4an.revolution for soclaliom,” {In the conorete circumstances

" of the Unlted Stateas, ns explained above, ‘propagands.against -

. the  labor lisutenants of oapitalism can only be effectlve-1f.
based upon propagonda for the srcinl revolution and the over~

“ turr of the production relatlons of ocapltaolism, S

It is by this means nlgo that the Party onn.best. counters
- aot the pseudo-antli-capitalism by which the Stalinlsts teday”
" ‘seek to moblillze on their own behalf the radigalism of the

Amerlicnn mosses. - ‘ ‘ g
The Theory of Crmbined Develorment nd American Politios

- The concrete develanment of the strategio offenslve which f
mist guide the Party. in the next reriod depends on mony un~—. ... -
predlotable faoctora. DBut the strategilc nnalgais'of olitlesl -

development ir the U,8, beara a astrliking analogy to the theory
of the permanent revolutlion as applied tn sooinl devélopment
in Rusala. The oomtinual sharpening of clnas rolatious, the . .
torrible orlsls of ocapltallsm, every day makea 1t more and = -

more probable thet just as the baokwnrdneas of Rpssila mddo'itp:“
_hourganla=damoorntlie revolution impossible of complete reall="
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getion eerpt a4 a stage en *hﬂ road to the diotntnwshin af
the proletarint, so the organieation and functioning of axy
kind of mass Lebon- Party will be the flrat atgge of the uncon~
ocealed revolutionary erisis. Thia does not, as the academl~
eclans would have ua believe, make the Labor Purty Slngan lega-
necegsary bub more so, ’

e

‘In 1938 Troitsky warned of anu lmmedlate Fnsciau reaction
to the formaticn of an Independert Lobor Farty. Ince thak
time the Democratlc Party has exhaus*ed sll fundamental me«uns
of any serlous solution to the questiown of full empivyment ~nd
all that this implies in the minds of the workers. The Rouw, a-
velt Govermment actuslly comnitted Ltzal” -t the lnsf electl*:
to finding 60 milliom jobs, Whatever “3niliza mey be in the
heads of even the most advanced labor Juresuc rats, in the.
minds of the masses the mrogrom of any kinC of Labey Parby wiil
therefore have to begln where thre Dernaratlc “Farty ilert oif
end falled, Te notional axpeotations will ve reinforced by
the unlversanl reng to naticnalization of the meana of pro-
duction. It is inconcelvnble that the American bourgecisie -
will allow such o movement to develor and democratiozlly clisw .
any kind of Labor Government or corllitien to tomper fvrbher ' °
with the foundations of capltallst scelety. Thus, the sltuas .-
tion in 1945 mikes LInfinitely more urgent the strategle of- -°

. ;ansive firet proposed In 1938, -

The Middle Glasses and Gombinud Development

. “In 1938 the rasponse tn Father Coughlints propagﬂndu forf
e new social order by vinlent methods showed the readiness of -
the Ameriosn petty bourgeolsie for drastic selutions te the .
orlsia of demoocrecy. <ile power of Fasolam cn an international -
scale strangthenea the appeal of the lecal Fuaciatﬂ. L

. Today the defeat of Fasclam in World War II and the powar
of the Aperiocan proletariot ns demonatroted in the wave of
strikes nave pulled the pstty~bourgeoisie, the Negroes and
aooelal organizatlons such ns the-vetermns over to.the side of

«the proletariat. " The strategic initlative is now on the side

of the proletoriat. . Though Fasolsm is now.on the defensive, . .

.the proletarint oan only sontinue to mointaln fts present ad- . =

zagzageous pasition by resolute p'ogress toward soolal revo-
U O

The Party In its propaganda therefore tanohes to ths pro-
leterliat the Jmportance of aatnbllshlng, not only in empiri-
cal proctice but in its own agil-ation and propaganda, 1t .
role n3 the leader of the nation agninst the incipient coun= '
ter=-ravoluilon and for the reconstrustlon of Amerlonn aooietym

! The Party in order to fanolliate this task in the oumlng
. perlod- performa Lts rropugondistic funotion by the prepura-
tion and publicntion of the following.




@) o program of trepaitional demanda concerning Llw far-
mora end urban petty-tourgeo.sie, worked out with al{ yoasikle
conoreteness uo a3 to tessh the advenced workers to glve clear
and ocrnrete answers to the questloma put by their future al-

1168, (Founding Coenference, p.-29}

b) . the role of Unlted States imperiallsm in the colonlses
which sre under its cpectal doninetion. (TForte Riso, Fhilip~
pines, Hawail, Virgin Islandaj,

o) the militarization of Amerlean Lmueriallém and its
congequences for the American. vworking class with speclal eme-
phaals on the role of the veterans. ‘

The Applicetlon of Lne Strategic Line

The Party must have & strateglc oriantotion befors it can
opply it. However, the atrategic orientatlon, while it gov-
erns the cenorets actions of the Yarty, cnnuot be a substitute
for the actual apglictticn.. The Party does not under any olr-
cumstencen neglect tc tring before the worrara in.their unkons-

_the tramsitional. program or such g-~+ions of the transitional -
program &s may be suiteble for Lh..» adoption for formal vote.
The Party doea not neglect any ory ntzational manifestation .
toward the formatlon of un Independent Labor Party, however
reformist this may be ln charsotor, or whatever the means, or. .
‘methods by whlch labor buresucrata of one sfemp or another are
“attempting to orgsnize its The Party, liks every revolutlon=.
ary parby, L3 flexiblo in 1ts presentation  of lts revolution~
/. ary propaganda and ndapts it in individuval inatarncés to the . -
“need., or limlited possibilitles of a.particular situation. Thi
+the Purty contlnues its policy of seeking to turn the PAC Ln=~:
£o an Independent Labor Party. It doesnnot in any way me- %
glest such opportunlitiss aa are presented to 1t to partloipate
. 4n such groups an represented Dy the Miohigan Conmonwealth = ™
.. Faderstion. It speoiclly avolds seeking «in itz own nome to .
' opsute orgonlizatlona of any kind whioh tend to moke - the Party
.a substitute for the aelf-moblilizution of the measea. s
recognizes nlwnys 1%3 own limitations, It recognizes the ne-~
cossity nof flexibillty .in the mwesentation of 1te revolutlon= .-
ary propaganda which can ouly be carried on 1n the olnsest '
relation to the moods and sentiments of the maases in o con=-
~orete situation. .

The Party does not predict the concrete foxms which ro=-
volution will take. The Party does not expeot nor does 1%
teach that the masses crrive at revolution without set-backas.
and poriods of retreat. The Porty adapta itz line to ohangling
conditiona, But In this epoch 1t representa Ltaelf ag’an or-.
ganization which, while remalning in the olbsest oontvaot -witi™
the mnpgen In any axisting sf tuatlon, hna an lts ampalal '
funcktlion the umveliling ~f the revolutionary significanoe of

;- the nctions eof the proletaniat aw.- she jropngonda for the cox=.
reaponding action leading to the soolal yevelutlon, S

f(?rogﬁnmhto fq;ibw)
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Port IIX
Flve Years of the Fourth Intornntional in the United States
Flve Yeara of the Workers Iarty

The retrogressive ooncept of the proleotariat has had 1ts
offects upon the Worksrs Party not only con the international
tut alao on the national acens.

Trotsky alao warnerd unceasiagly agalnst a basettling daa-
ger of an Amerlcan party. Wmhat 1s difficult In n young party
in 4he very thick atmeoschere of previous i».ditiong, hypoorlsy,
is to launch e revolutionary slogane. 'Lt is fantustic,! Yot .
adequate $n America.!™ There were "tw> dengers.i: the elobora~
tion of the program ~- sgctarian abstraction sznd ouportunlism,
ts 1nss the general revolutionary Line. In the United Stetes
the second donger 1s the more immediste.”

The Workers Party cenernl orilentction, reenforced by the.
rotrogressive thesry, has Desn conaisten:ly in the gecend dlr-. .
aotion. The most complete, the most cverwnelming conicmnaz :
tion of the Party llne is the foliowlng. ILastead -of being the
contral axls of Party thought, 11 P cud, activity, the consept -
of ‘the proletrrian revoluticn has almost diasappeared T rom the -

propaganda and_egitation of “he Fnrty. +Lhe aobsence of thia-

" sonoention ntas resulted Ln e siliaatlion in which the effaeck of -
the Party!a weork upon the masses ls that of o left~trade ..~

. unior orgenlzation with a. soclallst colorations ‘

 Slegens for an Independent Labor Farty and a:Workers Gov=e
errmont are .not 1n themselves revolutlonnry alogans. They arse
revolutlonary oaly when used as port of the systsmatio mobill=
zation of the masses for the vrolotarian reveclution. If the -
alogans are not infused with a re”.. itionary conkoént, they
gt of neceasity sow parliomentary aond refcimiat fllusloma .-
in the minds of the workers who cre driven Lo think of the La~
bor Tarty and the Workers Guverrment 1n terms of ergsvizatlen:
by union bureaucrats, electlons and parliamentarism. T

The Worlera Party has always vigilantly obaerved the class
‘ 1ine and ia merciless ca all class-collaboratlonlst tendencless,.
But Ltz retrogressive concept of the American proletarid makes '
1ta sociallat propagenda approximate to the pre=1914 propr= -
ﬁunda .of the Menshevika which called much more beldly than the s
orkers Party for crmplete sccinlism ond yet remulned easen~ .-
tlally reformlst. : ' - - .
_ Failing o instll the masses with the ildeas and methods -
. of soclal revelution, the TFarty propegondistio pamphleta w ' .F
. Tlenty for All, Sooislism, the Hape of Humanity, Ine Fight =
Agalnst Jim Crow, Tack revolublonary contents . cry T

I T
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The slogan of Workers Centrol of Production 1s riow'héré- .
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conslatently explained and devalomed consretely in.relstion to
the revolutlonary ingtinchs and potentialities of tha prole-
tariat, As a result, it 1s used sbatractly, effective chlefly
aa a theoretical safeguard in the minds of the Party membera
against the totalltarian dangers of natlonalization. Parti-
sularly 1s thia abnence of the revolution notlceable In the
specifically labor propaganda and agltation of the Party whioch
ares governed by the idea that the American proletarint 1945)
1a ready only for New Deallism and not for sociallsm.  This
rulnously false conception acts 11ke a dend welght upon the
Party 1n its eiforts to grasp the soclelistic significance of
the actions of the American proleturiat, It finds ita most
perfect expresslion in the perspectives for a new trede union
p ogram in which ia unrecognisable Trctaky's revoltionary ocn=
ceptions of the transitional program or of the Labvor Party 1p
relatlon.to it.

The Party is sinceraly devotel to the ideals cf Soolallsm

- and the moletarlan revolution and 1s animpted by hatred of

. bouwrpgéols soclety. But lsding the correct theoretloal ap=
proach, and unable %o analyze the movement of. ths proletariet;

Tabor hotion falls back on the only alternative. Unoble to
appsa = the revolutionary inatinchts of the workers, 1t dis«.
sipates lts revolutlonury energy in attempts to stimulaté the
combativity of: the workeras by weariseme repetition off the = . .
large profits &nd the nriminel  conduct and deceptlons of the -
bourgeoisle, hus it boses itself on ‘the negatlve agpeets of "

.

" the clasa struggls. A

. The . Party, expresaing the retrogressive concept of ‘the '
Tpeoletariat, fallas to onalyze for the. ftmerican workers the. .~
‘gonorete indlcotiona by whiech tEey strive to fulfill. the toak

imposed upor them by hl "sory. t fails to.eunlighten the J
working clnass'as to the positive acclallsst implications of 1lts
"notlona and the negative signifloance of the perplexity, cou~
~ fusion and vaslllations of the bourgeolsle. - Thuw, the Party
. propngendn falls entlrely to convey the indlspensable sense .
- of preoletarian growth and proleturdan developmont . Far frem
belng able %o prepere ltself and the edvanced workera for
great events the Party 1a conatantly ngtonished by the actiona
of the workers, and therefore tall-ends every ma jor develop=
ment (CM=UAW atrilkes}.. o .o

A .
Dominnting the life and activity of the. Party in relam.
tlon to the dmericap proletariot is the folse and retrogrea- -
alye conoeption of the Labor Party i ogan. The Labor Party -
slogan has lost 1ts maln signifiocrnras of enabling the Party
%o enter into moss workers movemar L3 to direct them boward

the . soolal revolution. It has now become ln effect an end 1n -

itself, the end of buliding i oonabibubioncl porliamentary. . .
Laboy fnrty 08 the first necessary atage in the development ‘.:
of the Amerioan proletarlnt before it can e consideyed ready:
for revolutliarnry propaganda. T ., A




' Limlited by i1ts concaption of the Independent lebor Pamty
a§ ¥he next stage, the Paety‘'# soslallat propmganda eonalots
in polemiosl artioles about the edvantages of soolalism, the
weaknessos of argwec.’s ageinst 1t, snd not the inevitablility

and urgeney of revaluticn.
A Menshevil Anal, 3

It 18 an urgent task of the Party to root out this falg
mode of thought. The traditions of our movement have glven
us a never-to~be forgotten examples of the contrast Letwesn
the Bolshovik and Menshevik metlods of anslyals of the prole-
tariat in 2 glven coun: 'y and the congeqnercas whieh follow
from each, Lenln and T.otsiky, desplte thefr ALfferencen, in
Ire~1905 Ruassla analysed the Rysaian proletariat ia termns of
the stages of development of capitalist production. By thisg,
and by thla alone, were they able to recognlze that the Rus- ,
alan proletariat, desplio the sbaence of esxperience in bourges-
ols parlismentary democracy, was being treined for 1ife apd | -
death sbruggle with the Ruasflan hourgeoisie. by this and ‘by
thlz alone, they vwsre able to educate the vanguerd and bko- ol
gralg Ehe proietarint to be ready for ithe concrete teska-whiah»

aced it. - : , R

H

. The Nensheviks, on the other hand, in bitter hostility @
. Lenin, analyzed the proletarist not In terms of capltalist :--

“production but.in terms of its laak of exporience of boiirgeo.

.. democracy. They poaed the Proletarietta pnrticlgationlin-'
‘bourgeols Qemocratic politlca as 'the nexd stage” and as .
“the arena' in which the ‘proletariat would atrugile for gow~ ..

¢lalism. This led to the idealizntion of bourgscis demoorasy

~. and relinquishment of leadership to the radical bourgeoisie,
{desplte hoatile oriticism of 1t). - » ‘ T ,

"The Workers Party majorlty does net advoccte or practice -
in any wey the olass collaboraticn’:a which wns the political
result’ of Menshevik thinking. bu: «ithiin the confines of tha
progrom of the Feurth Internatlona,’ it adopts the Menshévik 1
mode of thought and analysis of the American proletariat. Thie,
Workers Party today analyses the Amerlean prolotariat in terms
of the mesence or chsence of 'an Independent Labor Party, and -
not In relatlon to the Americun proletnriat and the atagifi-~ -
cation of production re.ched by Amerifcan copltal fsm, This =
leads to 1dealizatl on of the Independent Lsbor Party,as "the |
noxt stage" and the "arena" in.whioh the raevolutionary party

- Wlll struggle for soolalism. In :he apeoifio needs and cirw
ounstanoed of the Ameriean nreletarint toedoy, the Party has .
departed frem the Bolshevik conceptlons of Tretsky on the Lo= -
bor Party to the retrogressive, that is to say, the Menshewik °
annneptions of tho Labor Party, . ' ST T e

r .
.~ Seotiona of the Party, unnble to rceoncllo themselves to
the opportunist practicec which result from this onnoeption g
e Lo Lordy slon o, rofuae tv agegpt ‘7. An -cn o elise
SuTHLY, T Ulms SNy £00T te, L I3 - T v nrogndd.
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.of the Labdor Party alegaon, rofuse to sccept the slogen slto~
gether, Thus they fall prey easentially te the propaganda
cirole oonception. This thinks of the Labor Party not In
terms ef propaganda Ifor revolutlon.ry action arnong ths masuss,
but in relation to argwnenta witn intellectuals and highly
saucated workers for wicm the Labor Parbty is always seen in
reference to the historlcal betrayals and failures of the
Social ~Democeratic parties in Eurove, Thus, on 1ts central
alogan of the day, the Party varles between opportunlsmor ses-
tarian abatraction.

Five Years of the Sooialist Vorkers Party

The Socinlist Workera Partv hns hoad onse inestimable ad~
varixge over the Vorkers Party in tha® In genercl, and Ln. pay~
ticuler 1n its treatment of interratlonal news, 1t ahows no%
the feintest trace of retrogresslon and nisces itsslf befoere:
the Amzricesn working cl«sa a3 the Trotaicrist narty of the sn-
nlalist revolution at home send cbrozd. ek only la relation
to Europe but in relation to. the Un’ted States the SWP propa=
ganda iz in the full Trotskyist t1 .tien in that 1t is con=""
gsolouz alwnys of the challenge t¢ e bourgeols ‘order con= -

"$ained . in the aggressive ectlons of {tha proletarlat._.The. .
SWP oconatantly makes the fmerican workers aware of ths coming’
" goolal revolubion in the United States. ' I
'Nevertheless, the revolutionary propegands ‘'of the SWP"
"pemalns sectarien and wuskract, and 48 no% a@iplied to con-~
creteé political-economic duvelopments ln the nited States. In,
1ts treatment of the conorete cltuation Lt cannot rise above.
the 1llmitations of the trade uniom struggle. Its trootment
' of the Labor Party slogan 1ls even more oppertunlat than that
" of the WP, In 1tz 1944 resolution on the American questlon,
it makes no referehoe to statificition, the besioc chnracters
. iatic and streteglc koy to American production relations to-
daye. . : . : e '
Hence, not only 1n the deflclencles of its trade union - -
policy during the war, but in ita propagunda and agltation, .
the SWP haa shown a theoretical and practical Llneapacisy to
rlda Lo the helpghts of the tasks demonded by the present up~
" heaval of the Americcn massea. <The SWP has falled to over-. ° .
come the danger of 1iving In tho thlck conservative treditlon- -
0l atmosvhere of the Unlted Statea, -
Thua in thely varying degrees, the Fourth International
parties in the Unlted States have not given to the Amerlonn
rroletariat at the beginning of the post-war porlod that re-
¢ wolutlonary leadership which the present situctlon nnd its
: parapeatives demand. '

~ Both ﬁonﬁxee,(und_thla tholudcs all mnjori#os and mino-. -
1tien as woll), in tho period praceding the atriles fallgd fo..
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the American worklng alans by adedpate trontment of
the slogan left to us br Trotsky, viz., cpen the broka. ‘

Geanoral hctors, the vanguard »f the beurgeclsic, soltzed
‘the orpw rvunisy in petlonel advestlaoemenss ©o posa ihe sTYUE~
1e sg iuherently C strazgle between » 1plielism and acclalliam,
ot miasing the opportunity to misreprecent soclalicm a8
regimentation) .

Both parties, on the otner hand, failed from the very be-
ginning of the strike to pose the struggle in the acmo wWoy
from the point of view of the revooition, )

General iotors perceived, beneath tae untheoretical butb
mereileas sttack upon them of the Spade union nress the ro-
¥olutionary socialiatlc instincts of the nmgses and thelr in=
gtinotive desire to initlate the r- onstructlon of sdelety om
comrmnist beglnnings.

_Both parties, on the other hand, falled to recognize the

pevolutionary significgance of the sams  phencmena and to posefsif:

1%  prominently in terms of social revelutlon. e

.General Motors recognized the algnificance for the coun~"
ter~revolutlion of the trade. unlon bureaucrioy aml inalated -on.
using it In the attempt to discipline the workers and suppress
‘unauthorized stoppaged. ST : o

L

Both parties, on the other hand, falled to emphamlize in
the wlldeaet atrikea symptomatloc evidonce of the workers seelt= .
ing to tlast o way onto the rond of 4lrect asction awny from . .
" ¢£he counter-revolutlonary leadership of the trade union ‘bure
oaUeTaCY s .., - . ; _

Thus, General Motors fought the lmmedlats demanda of the:
workers. but ocarried on vigorous propagenda for bourgeold ag=
olety agulnat the soclalist revolution, Both partles of the
. Fourth Internstional in the United States falled to reapohd
for the soolal revolution on behalf of the soslalist proletar~-
iat. ' o ' : ' : . o

Both pertles falled to apply the Tranalflonal Progrom In' .
s yevelutlionary monner, Only after a long pariod did they ™ -
+imidly suggest the Ldea of a general strlke in a propagen=

‘dlatio manner although. the whole situation was orying for lt..
They falled to combine the Bolshevik strategy cf complete &~
dentification with the conocrete o' s of the magscs, whlle at’

the aame time malntalning a shary, cgitical, distrustful, not e

t» say, hostlle attltude to tbe whole trade.unlon loanderahipe
‘Unable to recognize their tosk as that of revolutlionary mrep= -
agondo, they fol led to moke the maln task the’ propagande for.
the mobilizakion of the workers in thelr ronk and file -0oom~ - -5
‘mittoes nao- o safeguard agalnat the inevitable treachery and -
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vasgllations of the trade wniof lsadership. They failed G-
ugs the opportunity tc make u ¥sld and vigorsus propagends for
the organizetion of workers defense guards, even after the
brutal beatings of the workers by t..e polloe (Chiocago, Los
Angelos, New York, etc,). Conaclous of their inabllity ac-
tuelly to lead the necessary revolutlionary action, they failed
to perform thelr speclfie funotlon at this stage = propaganda
fsxr such actlion. '

Both parties falled, thersfore, %o oppnse the sounter
revolutionary propaganda of General Motors with the rovelusiaw
ary propaganda of the Transitlional Program,

The Socialist Werkers Party was driven to combine ibes
" epportunism on the trede union questlicon with historical are
ticles on fmerloan Soviets in Seattle & quarter of a esntury
ag*e The Workers Party revolutionanry opaganda consisted of -
lengthy argument’s Ap to the thedréiionl.donfusion and deflci~

enclas of the trade unicm buresucrats, Instead of the propa=

ganda for rank and file oommittess of the workers to mobillze
them aguinst the vacillations and treacheries of the trade " -7
union bureasucracy, the Workers Party reiterated in abstract’
.-berms the need for-an Indepandent Labor Party and a Workers-
Fuovernment, . . : _ BTG

. This oonapleuous failure imposed upon all sections of ..
~both partles serupulous re-—examination of ths pnst in order
-to meet the challenge of the future, S .

Unity

., The nature of the comipg struggles and the difficulties.
ond opportunities that fave both + 3 Amerfoan proleteriat and
the rovelutionary party in the Uni.sd States demand the unity
- -of the two groupx whioh on an internatlional and natlonal scale

stend ‘on the prinoiples of the Fourth International. ~—~

e

#  The division between the two organizationa fa a oavse f,
of soandal for the Fourth International in the United States,’
sonfuses the ‘proletarint, and diverts the energy and atten- .
tlon of the membarship, . ; e
Unity 15 needed so that the Fourth Inbternational may tale .
“advantage of the possible. formatlon of an Independent Labor -
bxperlence in Europe has proved to the Trotskylte .
movement the Alfficulty of persunding workers of the organi~' '
zatlonal oonolusfions of Bolshsviam unless the revolutlonurg: '
party 1s ofisufficlent foree to attrcct tham, Experienos hus
alao pr oved the nesessity of a strong Bolshevik organigetion:
to resist the atiractive power of a mass Labor Party. :

. 'In a few montha the two organizations will be mblishing”
betweén them the equivalent of a four page dnily pape r in“the .
United States. . Around the organization of such a tremendous:

»




nen of the class gt » Bhers is the possibility of pa~
piaggaoraating a politload omganizatlon whioch will stwnp &h-
aglf upon the conaoiouanass of the Unlted States az a serioun
sontendsr for leadership of the revolutlonary proletzriat,

The greatest obstacle Lln the path of the devaln.went of
the FPourth International &n the Unlted States Ls Si.i.n-.m,
The greatent blow the Trotskyist movement *n thn Unitul States
oan deal the Stalinlsts 1s the formatlon of a wnited organi-
zation. There is emsrgling ln the TUnlted Ctates a genoral .
tendency toward revolution which ! at the rame time hostiie
to Stalinism. The Feurth Internntional in the United Stauesn
osnnot organize, develep and exXpand this torllency as long as
4t 1s divided intn two aroups. The new llhe of the Stalinlisias
and the difflculties which 1t oreates for the Pourth Internas~
tionsl are doubled and quadrupkd by the dlvision between ths
two organizetions, - : L

Both the leadershlp of the Workers Party amd the Soclalist
Workers Party poss the question of unity in organlzat lonal ‘
. ‘terms, whereby they once again demonotrate thelr imperfeot
grasp 6f the radicallz stion of the Amsrican. proletarist and:-
“the,laggin% behind of the revolublondry organlzation. The:
Soclalist Workers Party, in particulaf, by viewlng suich'sue~
‘seages ag 1t may galn in relosion to the Workers Party and
not iz relatlen to the needs of the proletarlat, betrays a.
_oriminal and sectarlan blindness., ‘The unprincipled marneuvers
© .. " af the Soclallist Werkers Party in regard to the questlon of..
- ///unity betrays the sectarlan fapilonaliom of the old mropagpn-~
-~ 7 alst-olrele and its incapacity to understand the needs of the.’
- -+ - Amerisan’ proletariat tuday. ' ’ . R

- " The only serlous barrier to unity, the problem of ‘the harx
. monious functioning. 'of two orgenizotions wlth different poll~:
. tical views, 1a In the last analysis to te asolved by the pro-

‘letariat., 15oth orgonizations recognlze in theory and yractles

thut the success of the Fourth Internatlonal 3s rooted in the ' f

malntenance of closest contact with the proletariat, The =~

safeguard for the maintenance of unlty angeinst Jrresponaible

footionalism in both parties 1s the growth of the revclutlon-

ary party in correspondence with : 3 opportunltles and respon=..

sibilities whioh will be presented to it by the maroch of the .
. Amerloan proletariat toword the social revolutlon, o

In its readiness to sacrifice 1ts indepanderde and subor-: "
dinante fts pnlitical line 4o the majority in n wnified orgnnie.
zition, the WP showno the genulneness of its olaims to leader~ "
phip of the American preletarlat. Under the circumstamses, =~ '

. .however, ite firet taslk s 4o bulld Ltself a mass basls 1lu the:
Ameriocan proletarlian vonguard. But at the some time, 1t will
mias no legltimate opportunity to pose before the Fourth In=-
ternationnl &n the United Stotes and the American poletoriant .-
the objeotlive necessity for unity and the reastlonary role . ..
played by those who atard In lte way., - S - oo
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- grisis matures is the formation of soviets.

ADLENDUM TO JOENSON RESOLUTICN' ON U.S.

In the WP the tendency . led by Temple is opposed to the use
of the Labor Fnrity slogan. Yet this tendency bases itself on the .
conception of the transitional program as a means of the mobiliza-—
tion of the masges for proletarian revolution. The program of

thig tendency is besed not on politicel conjunctures or the thought

‘or mood of the masses but on the objective situation as it is re-
presented in the social crisis and the revolutlonary aotlons and
_organizaticne required for the mobilization of the masses.

In 1ts resolution it proposes:

, a) that the mainl ine of the party in putting forward the
/transitional program should be the posing Lefore the workers the
necessity of decending on thelr own extra-parliamentary strength .
. and orgenizationa, shop comsittees, councils of workers and far-

" mers, Workers defense guards, workers militia, etc. The strategic';_;

orientaticn for these extra-parliamentary orggnizations as the

. . ' best
_ b). By its propegation of this line the party will/be able-
to oounteract the olass colleborationist lesderehip of‘the‘Sta;é‘

inigts end liberalss -

" .. @) . that thq party advanoé'reVQlutibnary'propagahda;6f th1§?
kind to its own oadres end the ronks of sdvsnoed workers in thie"

;eegntjbrief interlude oefore the redl deep-going post-war social
arisis. : = _ ) e

In pfopdSing'this strategio orientztion for the party in.this

“period, Comrade Temple pute forwsrd with no essential differenceg

: whatever. the stretegi¢ line of ‘the Jomnson minorlty in this xeso-.

Tution. Insofer as it differentiates itself from. the Johnson mi=’
“'nority 1t holds the patently false position that today in the
United states (May 1946) the post-war social crisis has not arrie’

' Véd. . I . v )

The party rejects the oonolusjon of the Temple and Russell JQ
resoluticn that the use of the Laber Party elogan is opposed to.. .~

f’v'ghe revolutionary e ducztion and organizetion of the Americsn wor-—
‘. areg. : . S

The perty condemns the politigsl confusion thrown into the

;»',party-by these comrades who recognize thst the present use of the

glogan by the party leads %o the sowlng of constitutional and par~

' liementery illueions, who propese s strategic orientation in ‘har—
i “mony with the line of

the Jehnson minority, and yet, find themsel-
ves able to support the mejority resoluticn which is unoompromice
ingly opposed to the strategio line of the Johnson minority. - 1

e f
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J. R- Johnson“ A‘.' ‘_.‘"" .




