 FDUOATION, "PROPAGANDA, AOTIATION

. POSTA‘MR_ AMFRICA 4D BOLSYRV 18M

PART 1, Tho Goporal Problom of tho Trotokyito Movonmon% :
Ve Riave found it necessary tC mams the main item on the plénum £enda
the organisational question, The cemae 18 a widespread reocognition of the
fact that after thrae years nf grinding work in the fectories the rscruiting
of new members has not ‘only been far below expectations bub from 811 ‘appeni-
ances ie likely to continue go. The idea that the laz ip recruiting iz dve -
to the unorganized, unsystematic methods of the memberc:has heen mord or logs
discarded, It was not-a sericus gontritution to the question. What we are
._tac'lngin'n'w and vi1l increesingly face is the whole problem of dullding the
mass Bolshovik tarty in the UwS.As The war in Europe is coming rapidly to en
" end and the whole country is aware of the tremendcus goeial conflilcte which |
the post-war will bring. T he building of & mass party tn-lead the nroletariss
is for us the problem. This is the gquestion I propose to discums lieve, tat
from one aspect only, the aspect of educetion, propasgsade end sgitatlon. There
_aré othery equally.important. I do not propose to deal with themw here. '

First of sll I heve o make olear hat i nct being dovie in this docuwments =

1 em not dealing with the general oreblem o how a-p&:fty is built. .

S S T am ‘ngt'touching et all upon mese trade union work exzept”Anasta
thie affects or is afféected by educatinn, propazands and egitatinn,’

T am ;tdfj’éeniir_:g'wi;h the objective s_ifmé_‘ti'nr; in &msgic_a?V_é:i:g_{'?tplsgihsbfa”r-'

83 1% is imposaible tn discuns propagends and agitation in = veomum
. 7. With this limitatidn conatantly borne in mind, ve can and muat remind
irgelven of vhet we are’in gemeral attemnting to dos ALl etudies:of dia= -
isstic, of historical materialism, of poiitical coonomy, of the histofy.of ;
“the working class and of the revolutionary movement are for: the moat soart.
-mesningless if they do not concretely contrivute to and:culminate ir the. . o0
theoretical enalysis of perty-building. The plain-fact, too often forgotten' - °
or:ignoved, 1s that 'in the pext- fAfty years only one effentive Buwlghevil ... . .
" ‘party has ‘been built in any of the great countries of Europe and :Americe: and .
" ’#or that matter anyvherbs The Commnist Parties {rom thelr very firot dsys
* . vare inspired and ‘nartured, theovetically, organizetionelly, émd mordlly by = ... .=
- 8oviet Bugsim, Zrom that seme sourcoe they drew thelr early corpubtichs * Ak . -
“we look back at -the absstraphes they ceused] their totalitbriad ofposltie .
" to. the simplest and modt alementary doctrines of Leninism, particilasty dn " C
hine and Germany, 1t {s cleer that whatever wes respousible theas 'paftle's’.
vere Bolshevik in neme only. .In the last decéde &nd a helf, except in the - L
remote and undecisive outpost of Ueylon, the Trotaky!ite revolutionery movement -
fag Jmewn nothing tut fellures® Great events have come end gone. We heve - .. .
“-gede no-impact on them. At tites, as in France brtwoen 1934 and 1936, ouxr
"“tiory attracted widospread notice. " §0114. bouxgooia papers devoted articles
tniProtekylon s the real dangers At the Mulhouse conference of the Socoiel-

* Dmvoracy: in 1935 our Gomrades’ led a powerful oppnsition %o Bium But ve omids
fo' nothing effective, The great events passed us.by. There 13 no Teason at
AT - . o L ’(_‘_“.“' 2
.- SWFiEain 1e a specisl omee which will be sorcially deslt ‘with/eb another

tize.
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all vhy great events should not develen duaring the next few yeers end £ind

us efquelly ineffective, 1oft behind aa before, eslling otheysgroupe and
pvertien oontrist, (as we Justifisbly erlicd the POUM),. reformint, Stelin- -
ist or vhet not, but nurnclves inaignificent. Phere ie no resason for brliov-
ing thrt with the ineviteble revolutionery unsurge of the messrt, wo mist. eu-
tometicr1xyfrow until we beeoms a lrree orrty. There wre & grect povolution
in Spein. ZEvery verty in Snein, revolutionsry ond eonnter-revolut isnary, ‘grow
execent the Tratelyitea. Ar we enter the nost-wer poriod, we, rs serious Marx- °
iata, muat enelyze these things end try to drew gomn lossons. .

.

O} TYTFRISNCFS, NATIOMAT AMD JiDTRNATIOMAL . ' S

s B

One indisnensable wey of dolng this 1s by the thorough end aystematic
analysis of the exgeriences *of the Trotgkyist moverent ns a wholes -This {9
no 1ight task.. But it 15 time to begin. I aronaae to bezin ug simply an’
rosaible, with Yfe expericnces of the VW.P. during its four yeers af ‘eristence,
partlculerly the last two. .In 1542, the party, teking conscinus sdventage

. of the national developmont, made a arest step by {ncorpofatfing iisclf into .
the broad workers movement. This wes & devalopment. df fundemental importance, ' -
No party, no grouv can grow end develop unlees the majority of ita zanbora o
function end function intelligently among the wriera in industry. Everything
that 1s said here is conditioned on thet. Membrrs becane immersed. dn undon . .
activity. Tho party agitation end nropagande, es was ‘ineviteble end pecessary

" underweni 2 chauge. LABOR ACTINN beetme a pener vhose main emghaeie wag' |
the activisy of the workers i- the union. At the geme time wo develaped
8 nractice of mess distribution, end half a dnzen comrades would distribute™
thouserds of covios weekly. ¥t ig not clear what vns coneretely. exnocted: from
these distritutions. . We have et lergt the results to zo by. In onc area .’

. our .comrades bave téken an actiye end effoctive pAct’ in unfon work, " They:

+ dietributed betwern a quarter and a helf ‘mtlliod miroes, of litcieture:agong
‘th'r'worlgpral. Yet the rronlta.in. recruiting heve' been practically zero,' .Per- 4

. 1, hope we now have gained threo members; verhaps five. This 13 not vhat .t arty
. wexnected, " The tarty expectcd other results. It 18 possible that thero ' -

may yet be. gome. It'is alao pogsiblo that within £ year end £ -Llolf tho eonm~)
‘redéq in quedtion would be unemployed, ox oelk at remaining in the aand-b

-ren eetivity. I this were to talke wlace the. greet affart and ‘tire  gres ‘

“-pectatinng‘will petor out. This erlle, if engthing evew did, for serisus:

‘amination.not only by thr lradershin but by the vhola narty.
~ One’theoratical ommlanation’ could,bo that the Americen warkingelass,

during the neridd of war, was not reedy to Join a revolutionsry party even’ -

in smell numbers. If this fe so, then the perty must reengnize the fegt,

ettemnied ‘the immossiblé, The rrsulte, such as they heve been. , il

‘eould heve been exwected, ar vt loest_w};;\t'; W pntﬁno to " have been

This viéw his not hitherto been edvenced in the -arty, e

Or 1t is =oseidle tn- sey, o- the other hend, that the workera wera -roedy
~to meke gome appreciddle’ ormanizetional response to us (hot perhema in-thows
ands yet samething corfesonding to our dfforts) but thet the mein fellure -

© wag die to feulty verty nothods. If thet ig' sa, then the party as a wholo
bears the recponsibllity. 1o anr. sdvenord eny important rnd conercto elteps -
netive course of eetinn.  The greet velue of Lhe coursc ' took is thot it
wes bried Sub by every onc or at leant nearly overyeno, nore-or lesé  wholow
beertedly, It is thercford imossible fow eny anc ts sy Med -wo-donc dthers
wise, the rcesulta would have been difforont. This writer et eny rete. ds, - -

" saying nothing of the kind. . If, howevor, wo carce thet.wo did the best: Yoo
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sible under the ciroumstances, that doss not -setils the question for the fute
* ' ure., The party has now forecast for .the coming ysars a period of sgeisl
orisias in the United States. :This ‘car be variously intorproted. In the NEW
INTERNAZIONAL and in tho Internal Bulletin I have writton artioles vhirh
oxpress my particular emphasis oh the future develogment of tho Amerlcan
working classi Soon to be freed from the rastroints of the Eurgpsan xar, and
with the great exporisnoces. of 1935-1944 to help it, it now facos a political
developmont which, when it comss, will in all romsonable probability bo as
viclent and all-ombrocing as was tho industrial dovolapment of tho CIU a fow
yeare ago, That some.millions of workers may vote for Dawoy vould not alter
the bacis movement 4~ that may even ncclerate its The whelo intornutional and
notional aituation are donditiohing substantial sections to rocoive extromo
rovolutionery agitetion osd propegardn, As far as it is humanly poasible %o
s9e, any failure onour part over the next fow years will rest squarely with
* the party itself., That is the wey the queation must bo posed. If, in the
next few ysars, there is a great soclal orisis; great nctions by the rosses
{for without that thsrs 43 no social orisis) and the party still remains &
, fow hundred or at best continues to be so incignificant &s tc be unoble to
"stamp itself upon the national conseiousness; then the question of rasponslb-
1lity for failure becomes philosophiecal, if not academic, -Ho have to reeruit
sufficient members to beceme on effective ravolutionary porty. It 1a in the
" light of this thet our owm recent past noquires specienl. significance.

_ What then were we trying to do ? -

To -put it briefly we were oconducting ourselves in propagends and. ngite
ation o5 -if we wore-alrondy thdt muss perty-which ve ‘hope to booouwe. o howvo
75% of our membership in the unions did not trensfrom ue into A moss .party.

e beouno .o, propagandist sest in the unions. That-is #ll, Ard o propigandist .
soct, howover notive.in tho.union, is not o 'mie's party. 'For 'this riicon,ten’
membars of the C.P,-could-distribute 10,000 copies of the Sunday Forler in
* any area. and confidently hope ‘to reap results. ' Their pefar hes behind it.
. the imiernationsl power and prestige of a grest modsrn atetd,  The.-party ik
" nationally recognized. In various spheros its actions materislly affeot ..
'%Ha‘wugeb.pnigwquingsoonditioha-andﬁpdlitigalllifs'of'1@:@9 bodies. of irorkeras
Psriodionlly; i&smnntionally*khawnfapehknra‘onn‘yidlt'thq.urea”nhd"quitglgzq'“
on. such o mage distribiition polioy,.’ It can, &t o' given time, throw int, 0l L
orgenigers and :pull-lts contacts-togethar‘by-hctivity‘9n§‘sﬁociul“cénbéngfatipp,
- on the,area-in the puges ofsthe. phper. ALl thotwus ond 18 ontirely boyond . .
our. strength, And will be for some-timei *“Excipt whore & union‘situation’
is hot, We ars physically incdpable ofreiptng ‘the Just féward of suoh meds T
diqtributiqns;;rHow)cqnqton:oomrudas-hundId*Soooﬂrbnddrp‘fq'quapér‘orhaﬁenl '
- 6007 "We raised the.politioal laval of some thousands-of workers in ganeral,.
fut wé 'did :not goin any-substontinl numbos of ‘foocrujts thit woy ‘und conmot,
Co CR Y JERT N ."'f'.) L
. The proof of thise curi be'seen in ravarse by 'whot took place ip o, -
There we ooudd actuully affect the"livgs of 'tho“wWorkers. Sinco the strike.
in 1942, evory field worker :inLissouri’ works -ten ‘hours' a ‘dey and then goos
howe. Nothing will moke him‘work:longer, 'Local 313 und ‘the Trotskyitos have .
‘the oredit for this. lass distributicns”in 'tho ‘firen-build on o tonoreto T
Poundation.. At:eny time. wetaro: reddy; dozohs™ of Fecruits are whiting for.us.’
Bt olsewhore that is. forus:impossiblo; ‘uiny continustion of this polioy in
“tho samo form can only result in wostod offort and: frustetion, Placlly @
" Fave gnined somo positions- in-induetry.: But, the pesitions guindd fropa tha'
rosult of o high-level:of smploymont,. Wo face in tino nese unompldymont,
The perty most. improbobly oon aveid the consdecquontes of ‘this, "The gquostion .
tould not soriously bo judged- at .the. convontior in:Junuaty,  But vo may |’
to fo00d with the possibilitics of o roturn to conoontruition on the porsonal
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contact method of making recruits.: This is the policy follgwed by the
Cannonites, it is said, with good resulta, . But the question is not by eny-
monns exhausted By mass distribution or concentration on personel contacts,

Qur turn to the masses, correct, legitimate and indisponsable, brought
with it a particular form of agitation, Fe lacked the national ond intere
nationul drewing power of a masa party, like the C.P, Yet in LABOR ACTION
which beceme our :ain woapon, we did not concrotely tell theso thouscnds of
workars what they could not learn in any othor way or from any other source,
whut & party is, wWhy it“should oxist, what has boon tho post of such parties,
why the rosdor should consider thut w1l that we did and ho road must cule
minats soom in Joining the party - thot was conspicuously from the paper,
Excopt for o pamphlet by Lund, thoro is not one aingle picco of propagundist
litoerature to do this rocruiting job. Wo did not oven producoe o pumphlet
spying whet the Workers Party is obout., Thus nojther inside tho paper nor
outsido of it wore the mass distributions concrotizud, It would bo & vory
1o ‘luvol of discussion which tried to provo that this wes duc to "lack of
forcus". It was o colossal misteke and novhoro so much sa from the point of
viow of recruiting. This we must probo to its roots or wo sholl novor corroct
the mistako in tho woy it will have to be corroctod. : o

LABOR ACTION As A Bocruiting Agont

The present LABCR ACTION must bs the. foundation -of the furiher develop~
ment of the party.. Thers can be ne return To tho old liflitant or the
SOCIALIST APFEAL both for vessons.which. are well recognized. by -most of .the
members of the party end for others. whish will be epparent ‘from the regt of " -
this document, Firat of all, it is necessary to dispose of the broad criticiem
thet LABOR ACTION is e loft-wing trodefinion papsr. Thet i's not only false ™ e
but unless it is disposed ‘of in the proper way, it $s ¢o easily raplied to :
that it prevents that dnalysie of the’ peper whish is necessary. ‘LAEOR AGTION -
is no left-wing trade union r., The paper is politically oppassd to the
capitalist System ant the capitalist class es no loft-wing trade. union -paper '
can be unleas It is based on'Marxism.™ To toke .one. exampls, s The theoratival '
oprosition to the war ip completely beyond:pny left-wing trade unfon paper "
- tha this writer has ever heerd of, No, left<wing troda’ union popor hcs' the ' "
theoretical ‘baso of oui political ertioles.. In.all these ‘essentinl’ rodpacts LA | |
is o Harxist snd not a trede union peper, TFurthurmore,its union ‘éoveiage s .
equally based on the concept of class,. And 3£.tho party wero & natiom 1ly *

. imowm party the papor 85 it'ic would be s poworful.roorufting iweapon. * This- is .

not a question’of whether roaders know that it is the popor of the HxrkoFe
Porty. If the papor snid this in overy issuo-on overy pago, it would*ngt

bolp matters, ‘A rosdér of tho papor 7. ould gubhor that tho union quostion.

‘was of paramount importancc. Ho .would leurn, somowhat abutractly, thut lobor

in gonorq) should farm a Labor Party. But ho would roed tho papor for ono

yoar and gat no ocheront knowledgo ‘of what tho Sooend Intornotional wos and ‘
why, of the history amd dovolopmont of tho Third Intorndtional, Host ‘“important,’

- of tho historical dovolopoment of the, Aumoriean working olass, of its pust, '
prosont, and futuro of what tho working cluss staod for historically as dgainst
capitalist sooioty, of thut ho would loorm vory: little, Not only woirld ho not
learn this in gomeral, but ho wauld not losrn tho rolationship of tho ruvolutid ne
ary Morxiat:party. to the class,. .Ho would noyor.know.what'a rovolutfonary. =~
porty was, why ono should cxist, what was its purposo, ains ond mothods, why 1t
wes oR imp.rolive nocossity, what wme ite rolation {c’tho Lator Pariy ond,” o
chovo oll, why ho cs on advanced workor should geb into contact with it. So .
that oven'if ho Mmow thet tho puper woe tho papor of tho Workers Purty, it 1a
impossiblo to soa’ how ho Would loarm oll the things thot is nocossary for him
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be kancd tp make him into- ripe material’ for Bolé"l-iqz';sm. "It i85 Lhe leck of all
this 4n tho. paper, not only oxplicit?y but implicitly; which give: rise to the
eriticism that LAPOR ACTION ir-a lefteiring’ trade union papar, To attempt to
mool this criticism by saying that' the pitios want:to o back to the old -
Hilitant is whot has to be rooted out of a1l our discussion,

let us plarify the discursion at onte.’ One good pamph let erd aix months
of reading LA should lead a substantinl number of readers of IA a long way -
towards joining us, It is possiblo that o dozen such pomphlets and 2 reorgans
ized LABOR ACTION would not have. holped us in the past, It is poasible that
o reasonable sactinn of the papor dov’oted"ap&oii‘iaé.lly.ta_edudating Ameriean
readers for American Bolahovian, would have laft us where we are now. It is
possibles Bub this muoh is cortaine Unloss in this feld thore 15 & drastic
reorientation, from top to -buttom, not only of ‘tho ‘paper bitt- of the party, wa
mey gein & fow mombors, doublo gur memborship, oven treble it in two or threo
yoara, But we ghall fail complotoly to movs organizaticnally with the necossitie
of ihe times, That is what wo have to do,not grow in goneral, but grow in e
cortain propoption and:-anything olso is fedluro, o : .

: -~-Tho objectivélodroumstandos of tho dmericon working class and of the ¥W,B, -
demond noyw. thet we got. u7oy completoly from tho idoe of reeruiting 'one by one

or two.by twoe Wo:may. hove 4:.do. that for o time, =2nd in ono sonso wo shall
alwayz bo doing.’ DLy, 0_wored wo 1ivwo in mikor it dmporativo Lorilks. . - o
to_concontrate. 811 our bost enorgles in 9:making tho- parer an:dg nt. for ¢ - ’
tho_fraining and rooruiting of oonscious Marxizts,. This i o historioal necsls
es8Fity, roo% ed-in tﬁ?ﬁmgopﬁbﬁabi"mderm civilization-itselfi: Anyohe who!-

thinks that. today,. 19244, in the- United States, and’ during<tho nest’ fow - KRR
years, recruiting-is.msrely a watter of personal sontect "nighly:organi zed" -

is living in.1017,: -Todsy.the whole organiretion of socioty:is'noving rapidly; "
towards mass colloctive action on a grond acaie, Worksra-in-any riugbersars -
rapoelled from small inaignificant groups, "The perepoctives: of one-by-gne
building up.of & party ‘to-have effect in-ten oz twenty ‘yoars Have: little “sérise
to o worker.in .a.country where organized lubor-is 14:pmillion atrong, and the - -
NAACP has half n millicn mombors, Further,. sooiol end - politioal:developmonts -
are accelerated not.only in apaco tut in timos , A‘new '.ﬁélitiidw.’;'érge_i‘tiir,’a’tio:i{'.."- L
issuas at one stroke millions of phaphléts, the .polstical “doudors ‘address - T
.the nation and the world by-.radio'nnd-iro‘soqﬁ'fﬁy.fthq_tﬁ_gﬁt;bpﬁ:bﬁ the sordeén, -
~labor unipn daXa. .apacial ‘#Am shorts of tholy gim. The PAC. "Bprang up ever -
night..  This, £5' the. ago wo dive in, e’ havon't tho' regoursos: to' bogin theso™" " -
things. . it to us. our polular: prase s not what ‘18 {RA was'-toi'tho early " "' _
Bolstviky, . They d4d: not. havos to. oonitond pgoinst tho toshniedl- fosiiitige: ™ .
of the"Bourgaolale, that wo havo- ta’os ntond with'ond tho ‘eolloctivo ‘soeinl )
consclousncss gégﬁgp@rﬂim|w»iti-=~.ﬂw odis agairet hemblo proletarian bogirmae i

ings 1iks 'ISKRA ovd LABOR ACTIONhave _lungﬁhafnodx'onbrhbuuly‘a‘:i LABOR ACTION - - ..~

bocomos our press, jsur. radio, our plivid,” and our £41; shorts /o hawve 45 ke *
it into somothing whioh with tho nocossary bocking, will preach; vin‘Focruita, -

d -far:boyond our. 1imitoed porsomal contaots!. The- parsondd. sontast - .

m883 useting must morely-bo- the: tonclhding" stroke to whit Pamphlots-

ond .LA hive already done, -Tha. papor.must, ‘0drry such a moasage~thit ag-tho <~ "
social Grisis develops, on.the Eostetn spaboard and the Midala WostTab dny - |
rata; the “{doa sieuld ‘Pradually. oryatalige’ among thousands o2’ readetd, nost it N
them unknown'to-us ~$ukt this papor should Becomd: o dnily goper. Tho preseny. -
writor ‘oliavss That, the American working ‘oloss doos. not, nesd”its’ oombativity ° . .,
stimulated, " Any' such approash on our part in particular, is not orily rid-

iculous ‘but’ Presumptuous,- Heithor nood. there bo any feayr LMt tho ‘working clos

71l not ronts’.mags pplitien] orgenizations. - Without any. n.s_‘a?i‘_a"ﬁtfﬁéb'_‘rrbn_x“’_".‘A .

- “ABOR ACTION oF tho Balshoviks; thoso.aro going.to come with o violencg and” "~

FiTEe PIESK. We uminl, wil) autonish nobody moroe i ths rodicals themaaIvog.’ "'
o T d
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The whole history of laber und of lober in this count.ry is- indiontive -of the -
fact that what the. Amarican working claas.noads §s the thoory and 'praauu '
of Bolshavism, That ia whot it neods; and that is what it ean gét only-.
from uss - This is whai wa have to tranilate into the papsé; fThis is, #hot
the paper lacks and it does nok lnnk it by aoci.dant. qr. Jaek o rorcon.

LABOR ACTION is \ﬂ'ut. 1t s beoamsa the pape'!' is based on o certain
theory, ' THe theory is that ths Amsricah working slads &8s not oluds sonsclous
to o sufficient degree. Our bubipess 1h the paper therefore 18 to Try to
reise the moszos to the hext stage. - That stogo is.to mske them ready for on
indepentent labor, porty. #hen the stage is renched; the workebs will then
be ready for revolutionaty Enrxish prépaganda. So thint at present we are doing
the bost tmt ccn possibly ¥o dores At tho scme timo, howovory on this theory -
and with o papor qorruapoﬁd.i.ne to it, wo dot oz §f we expeet workers to Jjoin
the rovolubionary Liarxist-par ‘Thia is tho contradiction in whish .the Pn.rty
#inds itself, in regard to mon ACTION ahd recrui.t.ings )

Firat of ull t.ha iden thu.t. t.hc ganeml lovel of consciouanesa of o
wot‘l-ing dlass movoment forblds the .strong and vigorous tonshing of Markism
contrag to the wholo theory and practice of tho Karxist povement for o
hundred nrs. 3, Without going into thot now, there is the oxporionce oF, Amaibon
PETY) ring the last fifty years. Bofore 1914 thore waé tho: ‘genoral popula.r .
ngi.tu.tion for socinlism of Jock Lohden and later of Upbon’ Sinclaix,  “Thia fonnd
o ¥ ide rosponse omdhe wneh numbers of pesple,’ But. in pAdielion eMakal
was the striotly llnrxist propigandn and agitation of ‘tho Sécinldat Le.bur My
and tho Amoricon ‘Socinlist Party.: Both of thieso in- thoir~ wirious- wo;ra ware *
Socinliats ond Marxists spoaiding’dirostly to the Amorican workers, 'Sush
deficiencos ns they hed ars to bo oxplaincd by tho:faost thaot'thoorotisvally
thoy woro basod more or. loss-on tho gonoral stondards ond-idops of thg ™™ <%
.Europeen. 80cicl Domosrooys. Tho SLF in purticulnr not only tu.ught. Hnr;d.sm 'but
elsc indulged in moss inﬂuntrinl wnrk. nLem o

Seccmdly, thay had- dai‘ilﬂ.tivo succasseu bu:i.ldi.ng from the grouf\d upe Gan
sny one say that todoy the Ameriosnu working olass is less class- oonacioua -than -
was the working class Which:those' pionsers. eddressed so boldly- and. so" eonoiausn
ly? The mdre existence. of the CIOis proaf onough if.proof is noeded 'Gf ‘the °
tremendoun .staga of ‘devalopment ¥hich the Amériesn’ working dlass hes ‘Teached
in comparison to the duys of World War'I. Not only are the workers: orge.niied _
industrially gs & sless. Despite tha @bsence of an-independent. labor: par‘:.y f’-’,;
- the Amerioan working olass is living an intense political life inm-the Amerien -

ond "One World™ of today. It hes had experience of capitalistierisis in’ 148 -

most Horrible: ferm, of two 1mperia.15.at wars. end. hee seen-organized dabor gror

to ba an astual ond” recogni:ed social force. Thers has been Ubought: bome Yo

it the political consolous, neas of Fasclenm, of prodetarian: rewlut.ions m S
Buropa, of the possibilities.of barbarism; the cantraioctioh to’bo’ solvod!vete
ween the.potontinlities of tho productivs system and. the social mecds’of tha i
mnsses of. the peoplo, All-thi oxists today os potontial’ moterial wh!.oh _
434 not exiot in tho doys of tho .SLPand the SP, ' Under tho- olrounstances what
ronson is. thore for bulicvi.ns thit ‘on tho- bagle- of the ‘hnss tvdde union 'Irork

ard its covorngo in.the paper wo.cannot spoak boldly and: diroctly for 'what " °
we stand for, Enrxion socialists socking to bulld a rovolutionary’ party -t U ]
in tho. nome of uoi.ontifio nooin‘lism? I!‘ wo 000 :it, Wo wi.ll do it. o

OR mmum mmmna R

LABOR AGTION 13 ot an Mcident. It. is.08 11'. i.a, *irtuos-ond’ 'tnults, B -
port of ‘tho intorpitionnl Trotskyivt movomont. IT Nprouents ‘d.stoge: dn ite i k},
devolopmont, lony of tho nuwor comrndos diseuss ths papor ‘and our mownaht“' e
with no knowledgo of whot thoy aro. t.n.lld.ng obouts: Thoso quostions ‘hoWever muat
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bo doalt "with: optiprohonsivoly, Lenin fnssatad thut ko, problogs of party iy
bullding should bo discussod riot only among tho londors and tho '1ht;a110§{ﬁé.11s;"
but in tho prome boforo tho workers. Ho' hinsal¥ sot o nobly oxampley ot
us a8 Joast bogin by diseuesing thom ftmong oursalves with the' rioooesary mate
erial, and bookground, - - o R

e b, tho inie . oh the Trotslylte -
movoment, funetionod under Trotaky and whpt he ¥eg trying to'do from 1528 witil ’
M footh'in Isto, | M LnTel RS TTRG U0 Co from 1SEG wil

Wo must’ sso, ‘firet, tho. 1 ‘nj.ei'nn.t.ibnalf_'aoér{é_ in'which

In, BuFopo botwash 1919 and 1944, w)
arion party ‘of ony strongth 'dt a1l omergod indopondently from the: proletarints -
Tho SAP' L% Germany, tho ‘Indépendent Labor Porty, the Dutoh Farty lod by Poter
Schmitt; ‘al) wero splits from the mees Sooiel Domooratic Party. Soocondly,.

" theaa’ Bplitd wars’ 102’ by mon who wore elrondy woll-~ostablistiod s londsr: im
the Socinl Bomockatioc’ Party.  From the ‘beginhing, Trotsky who directod tho.
Trotskylte’ movémeit was protiycloor as to the genorel situntion nnd what 4¢.
demanded.’ His’ concéptions may be divided into thrae poriods, 1929-1934, -
1934-1988, " 19385on. " Each pariod hnd' o ‘separato aim and ssparnto method, ', |
During 'the £irst peried,” Trotsky concelved. of us ng 8 fraction of tho Communist
Party.™ Wo miried nt rointogrution into on hl:"én.ﬂ* oxisting mmes revolutionsry -

internation&l orgonizations ~ Our whole! provogandn nd- agitotion uimed~ o
moInly Gt winmdng over:poople who undorstood:what wo: woro’ driving ot.”. -, - .
Vanguqrd--hpbke’!‘b'o‘-'tnh'gnni'd’l"::‘.?e-wbi‘o'-t:"niued': for-thatipurpese andivith: that - -
eim. Criticisms 6f the press 6f-those days may be logitimeto, but 1f thoy
do-not bour:thati.in mind; thoy. oo hot - only wscless but misledding,! '¥o did
notThave “to makeioir main burdén! of- oxplonation whot Sorinlism or-Bolshbviom . o
wasst e’ dperated w ithin the- fromowork: of.n.fulso Bolshovism whiok:we: %y, ..
propoéed‘;tpfcbrreot.’.’g N Ttons R e Ly

.

1th' 5 rhaps onoe o:ﬁ:bption,; ro prolot-

ST el e, . =

R N ~e Troe

N

. Do R T BT T T T SR ninis s
-:i-This polioy wae:changed in: 1634 with-thy IFronch Turn?.ond:we ~broudened: ;.-

ouf i m,’ - Wo:hod now &s: our-main ob: sotive:thardePb-wing; ofithe, Soednle. - -
Democracyin Europe,- in* pa vticuler)’ this sms.ondiis o highiy: politionlized:.

grouping, . It maro ofton: than not, hod ‘sympothotio cnd ovon-intolleotiinl il
effiliations: vith Cormuniai’ ard Communist, Puntidw:?:lt-.um_ierstﬁod:.broaﬁ.ir
.Whirt" tho. problems ‘and:conflicthiwere about, « Trotsky, ts7ero:of  tha: urgoney of: "
tho aituatioh;:cimod at oplitting off substentinl; soctions of . theso- redienlizod
warkoers- t6-bocone. the- nu01915‘of.-ma.ss-pm‘tios_q:!;'ﬂmt also was 4, fpacialirvod,;. . .
tergot forourfuctivitios. "It wos._only in- 1938 that theot -policy moro.or; less . -
camo teo, on ond -evorywhores. - In 1938, the .Fourzth,In'pprng.tqlqnc.l: vz launched: 4o -_
stond on-its-own foul. -.The: results: are highly:ingtructive:, {-Excopt. i Balgiun.;
Whoro there: wos' O-proleterian-basis, in,tho Borinngs: tho various Europogn... ..
parties failod to moke pProgroess.: The most nototrious; fai luro was in Fronoe:
whora the P,0,I,hed beon ostablished 038 an indspandont perty in 1936,

Now it is important for us today to noto that the Amoricen.mriy in as
totally differorit envirenmont followed -oxactly the. gene- course .as the: Europecn
Trotskyite parties. From 1528-1934 1t simod mainly at the Communist Party
erd was trained. for so doing. - From 1938-8.1t oimod: et .the .American.Socialist
Party, a porty which in comparisen with tha Buropean. Soeial-Democrutic parties .
was and ‘3a liko o Swies Eroup of boy~scouts in comparison with the {ermen
ormy, However, some gaina wero made marc than in Europs,.and 'in 1948, the SWP
followed the internstional couraa ef.tho.Irotskyite movemont, ond fooed. tho . ..

e I S S U R P D U e S LT
. Tﬁnau—ff)ﬁonomena are to ‘ba. ganarally oxpleined. by the. sopacity of.cnpitalism do.
aedntatn 41lustona. 1n.,tho..proletq.£1at_,during, Ahis peried. . The quostion, though .

gormane, it is impassible. to trest horc, , I om morely decling with tho rpow. -, -

baeity of gotting nomn. pATepocitives of Trovolgisn and porty building, = .. .
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American masses a3 an independoent ergenization. Thus, in the ten yeprs of 1{}.1 .
existence, in it mgitatlon, propaganda, oducation, it had been A ¥European®
party, aiming ot the ‘same specislized groups na the Furopean perties.  In the
period 1928-38 this had not been of mueh importance. But vhen' the American
party faced the prospect of addressing the American workers, the diffevent
atages of development of American and Furopean at ence assumed inportance.’

"The politicelly educated grouping in Burope, & potential goll for Trotskyism,
did not and do not exiut in the United States on the sople that they do in

Xurope. In America the split from the S.W,P. came too carly for any definitive
conclusions to be drawn, tut mpart from the Russian question, there was already
in tho 5.V.P., in 1939, a deep conviciion that the party was golng nowhere
Munder Cannonls leadershiv.” Burmham, whose backgroupd was aoct in tho lenst
Trotskylte, hed already begun a steady orientation Eawneds tho dnorican. #£OD3e |
But Burnhem was no Bolghevil sud d1d this empirically., By the time the V..P..
haj orgenized itself, the approach of wer engendered.the movement intp. factariss.
The W.P. leadership seized hold 6f this tendpncy 2nd organized it. .. A radieal
broak was made in the turn to the masses. Trotoky had. scon and prepared for.
this turn theorotically. That was the significance of . the Transitional Program.
In practice howover, wo hed failed: to make thils turn.- It was not;until- the .-
Octobor conventien of 1941 of the V,P.. that the turn ves definitively mado. in
the United States.or. the:basis of the fmmuilpe; given bty the war. ' Once we regog-
nize, hovevor, tho historicsl di¥fersnscés botwion the, wariods piFicds we-gan. -- -
say that the organization of this tuyn. by the V.P. wes, ohc. of the: best things .
that had boen done in the Trotsiyite moveziont. in- tho Unitod:Siatoa.of-Amoricas
T B S IR ot e mrminia(nd ae
) Thisg timo tho: brosiz wes mede” practically, - Trotsky hadiglvon ua the .
general internationsl theory: of. tho. Transitidnal: Prograr v Bub:from-a-theorabs.r |
icel and natiomal wolat of wiow wo mads -tho -brealk. empirieally, and-i%-han.pro- .
duced all tho vices of comiricism. Thore vms not worked out, ennsciouslyia . ;v
- political idociegy of & gonersl I-ing, no nellticel orienfation for odueation,
propaganda” amd' agitation. In.thd Broviens bhorieds wo had:z- thoorotical:besia,
amply workod out. .'Therc: vas secinlism. in's single couniry; thero:wns:thoutfislo:
Ruselan: guestiony: thore’ was tho quostion.of tho Stalinist-dévisticn from-tho- - -
Bolshevik strugglo szainet the imporinlist war, thore wae -tho Chinase Hoyoiutiow,
Gormen Fasolsn, the Pepular Pront: in.Frence, -the Spanish; qucstion: (which!pre=.. .
duced ‘e longthy panphlet by -Morrow), 4ho Moscow:Prialdy. -Thoso worbisuy thoorot-
ierl’ stook-in-trade. from 1928-38./ 1In’ thode o Lived’ amd thonght: endihed: our < -
boing, -But with tho turn $o thd nessée: $heso.havo boon more or:loss! atipndemed...
oxcept -ingofar o wo. mako the baroly notoseary adapbions.’ But! othorwiso we. ~
live ih whet mey- be remgonably doserided as £ sort: of theorotlead veouwum. ./ - &
- In Buropo todety that is nhot'sse  Marg of the ‘old probloms still rdmpihi end are
for them urgent. But' ths thooroticnl necompanijont of the }zipe‘r.:-ifi{:': furn that

we have’ mado simply doos’not oxtets -

O R
S :

That ie why tho DArty talks of oducation but dods’ notning ebout it

That is vhyLebot hotlon 1z as-it L' 1 o T L

o et . .

. _Thot 1 why tho barty as = vhole vhilo vory sntisfiod With tho pepor
in goneral yot fobls thot” scio thing mora is noodods - vov T

. That 4% why rebolutions ero passod £or morc socieiii 1n’ the papor
and rothing iz donc. Tho translation of Bolshovien, of Uorkipn’ into. tormy -+ -
sultablo.for broed messos of tho American pooplo prosceds, i st all,. ompirical-
1y and’ wvithout any ¢enogiols nlans And this doficlonoy on our part wo rafion-
ellza into: e thoory thet” the Ariorivan’ nessce mist rozeh the stego 3¢ bolng 1 °
class conscious bofore thoy nre roady to resopt tho doctrinos of solontifie ' |
wooinlisne This 'in not only contrary to tho ‘oxporioheo of provious Marxist

.
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organigations in the United States. Ne cannot wey that becanae we have not
nade the attempt, It mugt be repeated and reveated over and over again: we
vare not tvying to Go this in the best deys of the old'ﬂ'rotslqrita‘moremqnt..
A1 such compariseha can serve only to mislead us. ° I

(LRI

- ﬂr_e‘wa,'puilding ph':Amafibgg"igafiyj’ oo T,

Look'at the 1ist of books ‘advertised by Labir Acticn Book Serklice. It
is in 1944 & curiosity. , There is a bool: by Rocheater "Lenin on the Agrarian
Question," 'Simons has an 014 pamphlet . "Class Strugslé in Amertes," Shachtman
hed' & '5¢ pampblet on Joat-Plug, Gates ons on Incentive Pay. snd Lund .a 10¢ .
pamphlet, on Plenty £or All.' For the rest, 1t ig Merx to Fugelman, Lendn on
the Threatening Gatastrophe, Trotsiy on Vhithe France, Pleltharitv on Anarchism
and. Soclalison; Kautsky on Ethies snd Noaring on the Britdsh Gonsral Striks, ond

. some 'slxty volumos of the game type. The ilBY INTER¥ATIOMAL is today s roflestion
end a very ‘poor refloction of the booke on this iist (that T shall’ deal with
lator). ‘But that 1s.wheis we stend. To believe that ve can build's masy party
on guch fdre 1s'a migtoke, I repeats . I am not prepared to say thet if there had
been a change here in 1942akl, wa'yould Kave recruited nunbers of vorkers, -
But 1 gay without, ény Toservetlona whatovor that wiless thoro is & plapned, gys-
bematic, methddlenl “but dvsatic attbimt at veoriontation, ¥ha soclel crisis
ML geias fa'by., | LABOK ACTION 5, ¥hrofero, & ppor’ of o narty. ihick hag |-

. bedo.a sharp turn £ tho Anertien masade with tho fntcation of Wil gy
" Ambrican party frin the” Frdund UPe: (Bt the! thobrotical oquiymont of tho warty.
Dilropgen”. thoprofica) squlpnent’ which wha tho'Sormod haritdgn of the |

yorkod git oyol thd pedt dgaon yeares, 0
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Qur Problem

This is our preblem. If it 1s not there, there is no proy-
lem and 81l we have to do 18 to go on working in the uplons and
hope for the best, blaming hilstory if we do no!t succeed.

Lot it be sald at once that the orientation which we began
in 1942 must be ¢ontinued. Propagandist sect tnough we are. (Rnd
any group which cannot effectively mdve magsses in its own name,
is a propaganda sect) our place is in the union movenisnt with the
great masses. Cne of the great weaknesses,of the Eurdpean Trot-
skyite movement was that it would not get to the masses at the
point of production but functioned asmong them, where it did; almost
exclusively in the mass political organizations of the masgges im .
the United States. Still more important,.and this is a historical
development of profound sociellst significance, oven before World
War 1I, there waa noticeablg a powerful tendency towards drawing-
together of the trade unlon and politioal organizatiions of the.
workers, . In the U.S., this most capitallstic of all couniriss, .
this hitherto Europem . tendency seame likely to¢.attain its com-
pletest development. 'Inside. the uhlon movemént,. the American work-
ing clags is 1living the. intenge political 1ife -of the times and.
the American political movement 1s likely to . bs tied to the union:. -
movement from the very start in an indissoluble bond.  Thus, in'"" -
the U,S8,, in papticular, our pluce igs in the union movement as the
basis for. our political action. o ‘

Secondly, in the next stage there musi be no basic change in

attitude towards the CP or any other Eartg at pressnt on the hori-
zon, 1The CP Lodey ofi{6rs us an examplé of a party the 8 supreme-

Iy well-educated for its own purposes. It can hold a meeting with
18,000 people in one month, opposing the imperislist war and have
the same people the next month supporting it. This 1s neither

- miracle nor Stupidity. The party.is educated with the preservation
of the Soviet Union as its basis. These actions and changes are
therefom perfectly intelligible to the members and sympathizers.

A party 1like oura wlll waste its time trying to break through that.
Furthermore we shall attract other parties. by strength. Our rosd
continues to be the American workers. Our aim tontinues to bs to
lay the foundations of & mass party from the ground up.

Here let us get the word "mass" right. A mass paper in ordl-
nery terms ie a paper which moves masses. Any opganization which
can publish such a paper educates and attracts not only by soncrete
sation but by the means that its size and strength places at its
disposal. But we have to define our terms carefully., If we dis-
tribute 25,000 coples a week, then we are meating, for us, messes,.
Purthermore our whole orientation now in the paper 1s not towards
the edvanced few or even those politically educated workers who
form the left-wing of a European Social-Domocracy.  We today, on an
extremely narrcw bese, are attempting to educate and draw together
& few thousand workers whom we expect to be driven toward revolu-
tionary perspectives by the developing social crisis snd our edu-
cation. It is a very highly specialized situation; a country ripe
fby socialism, a working class in & highly charged end explosive
rational and international situation, but without even the educa-~
tion that is given by the political practive of a mass reformist
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party. Finally, there is another party, the Communist’ Party, repre- -
senting Bolshevism.in the eyés of the madses, ‘pushing them ag hard
as it can back into bourgeofs-democratic illuatons, perverting and -
distorting all the fundamentals of Marxism and skimming off the cream
of the revolutionary workers as they emerge from the broad magses,
These dre the conditions under which we work, and everyong of them
merely intensifies the importance of LAROR ACTION as a papsr teaching

{arxism to the Americen workers.

It must be understood at once that changing LABOR. ACTION 48.no .
work of a day or of a year, No cure-all is being proposed, no list -
of erticles and people t0 write them or columns in iue prese Dy . -
qualified persons, no technical solutions to "solvel'the party prob-
lem. It is a problem of &-icmg-range policy, to be discussed Ingide
and outside the periy, a tenfative plan systematically and. methodi-’
cally worked-out by triai and error but with a clear consclousnees

of the alm. Some of these ideas I heve placed very briefly before _
the Political Committee nearly a year ego. Othera zhich will follow

I sketched also in outline at a cltyswide meeting preparatory to the

last conventlon which discussed the American scene, .

FAR‘I‘sI:I.'!'-.‘l"he"'ﬁéﬁié.éhfﬁétionf'dfl'Béish'a:irisni o L

To Bolshevize America it 1S rnedeSiary vo Amepidinize Bolsheuism,

3 time 1o begin. . But we -90gin. by . writing some articles
in L.A. about the ;Bolshevik and MenShevik: struggle in 1903 s trying
to make the readers "party-mindéd" by describing what ouy five com- -
rades:in X did-or the.sgven.in ¥ nearly 4id. No. .We begin.by getting
& thegretical orientutlon .énd basis. .Nothing can. be'fioré misleading -
than the tdea that Ameri'caniiation"ma'aiﬁg seekting historical "examples
of revolutiongry:American parties. and Amerisan heroes of labor with

which to "inspire" ths American- workers and 'gaas,qn“”qi;it-"qqqiv‘zjx_a};éts,,”

' Every great-revolution 1s a triuly nhtichal pevelution, in’ that’
it represents not.only.the historic but the immediate interssts of
- *he .nation and is wecognized as such, . But every party which leads
" fuch g revolution. ies also a national’ party rooted .in the eg¢onomic.
and social 1ife, history and treditions. of -the hation,. ITta.own . =
clags ldeology 18 cast. 1n ths. national miould and-is ‘an integral part
of the national soclal structure., In niy article on Slaney Hook . 77
(signed -AAB, July, October.1943 N.I.). I tried to show how tvuly - ' ..
Rusgian and ‘national .was.-Lenin. the greatest intgrnatforialist of ‘he .
age. 'The Bolshewik Party, was the :same. . And we shall gee;,. it was go-
from its very -beginninge - . .. L hy 0 L LT e
The WiP, 18 not ‘that. -'Tt. 18 'a long, Tong way. from that. It hag™ |
gul to turn 1ts head -in that ‘direction. . .A huge .bask if iever therae . ‘_
was one, calling for theorstical and practical ‘erergy of a high order. -

Ag usual, ‘our only model is Lanln, 'the leadser of the ‘only effect-
ive Bolshevik party which history has, known, and 1ike the one’ we' aim .
el, built from the ground up.,... . ... . oL T

Lenin spent six years,in brepardtion for his task, mastering ", .
the volumes of'Cepital that had ‘appearéd; Ant,itnahging.:-fépcja" He ' ~°
irrilved in Petersburg in 1804:and Trom‘that time’ to, 114 Wis life's '
#ork wae Lo trentlate Marxism lnto Russian terms for the'.Russiasn .
Cu Lo
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people. Tha Russian revolutionary movement had a long tradition
behind 1t, Herzen, Belinsky, Chernysh0vsky, men famous in the revé-
lutionary movement and 'in ‘Russian literature as a whole.: Dsnin:took -
re to puild on that traditions - His method of ‘doing 80 Was to'do -
for his ganerat&gn what they did for theira, teachiing- Mhrxi@w to the
Socisl-Democra Papty and the Rusaizn people 1n apacious tenms. o
Here is a rough summary of his work. s ; . '

(1) The most thorough exposition of theoretical Historical
Materialism that exists 15 his long reply to Narcdnik falsification
of Marxist theory. In Vol. XI of his Selected Works, extracts’ from
this study fill nedrly 200 pages. It 1g dated 1894, 18 probably:
his first major work, is couched kn Russian teims aud 15 unsuppassed

s

to this day.‘ _ S L : SRR . i

(2) His cOntrove"sv with the Narodnil on the future develop—
ment of Russian capitalism fil3a volumés, In the course of it, -he--
made contributions t'o the analysis of GAPTTAL which remain foi- the

.most part unknown' ahd far less understood’ in Weatern Europe and -
America. Yet it was Marxism applied striutly to tha Rusaia1 economy. :

{(3) He wrote Th? D“VELOP"“NT Or Cﬂ?ITnLIS Ixn. RUSSIn, & bogk
of many hundreds of pages.- It wés' a’ diract application ‘of " the_most,"
abstract Marxian economy thEO“y to_Husaia.,, T aen .

{a) THis viowk on papby bullding, WHED TS B B TONEY g nu"aian,
1n<:onception end executiou, Marxi st olasaic though it 13.}‘ e

L (5) -Hig special work on ‘thé Agrqrian Quaationinlhssia stands
: salone.ﬁ It is 8 maaterpieoe cf Marxism, but on Rusaia.!;g K

HA

' {8y, His ‘study of }uner'ican agriculture, made 41"191F,
que maaterpiece. ‘Ho did it epeelslly to 1lliustrate cenrtain: aSpects

of the problem af Russian ugriculture.

Son ot oy, j""f, 3

It 1s on’ . ohis that the Rusaian Social—Democratic movement lived.-
These waprs .the theoretica1~and propagandist foundationa ‘of “the "party.
This was the work that ' guided the agitational prees ‘of 'Bolsheviam, = -
The Bolshevik Party was rcoted In the datho-day work, iy indugtrial
and masd struggles to a de ree 'compared to ‘which our modest: efforts
can claim comparison only, goo& intentiohay Only-an armoriplated'
ignorance ‘sould think of ‘the - olshevik leater ‘as’ anything elae -but’
an gdvocate of" mpss activity. ‘But "as a- leader-he conaidared'it?his
sgecial tagk to provide those thousands of parbty leaders, propegan-'

sts and agitators with material and method by ¥which' they ‘ecould
educate, themselves &nd others, In this way, ss Trotsky says, he alao
educated himselfs ’This wds no work of an exilel '::L/ 'be AR £rom “the
day he ceme to" Petersburg, writing laaflets “about: ‘cordi 1onu*in - T
faotory, reading' CAPLTAL -to small‘g¢ircles’ of ‘Riigalan workmens-" In"ris:
sropagandiot 7nnb'he wag nakedly. unashamedly, and belligerently
theorctical.. ! In his:atudy of ‘the 'development - Of 'CAPITAL in Rissia,
1. prefikxed an essay on Marx's achriomic’ thecry so ‘as not L6 have
to refer to the theory too often in the texty” whish nevepthéless 1s
Eacked with quotations from CAPITAL. This was the Lepiniat method, _
t is the.only ma“t,hosl for buildihg a Bolshev‘:lk party.—-It 18- the - by
only way bo cthat ‘hourgepis’ 1deology. It was ‘neressdly: 1n*ﬂhsaia -
ity yeape agom where &arge seotions or tHe population were'a ~%%£“‘ﬂ£
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permeated by hostility to Tssrism and the exlsting reglme and whepé

8 long.line of great writers had influenced and developed the rewvo-
lutionary tredifion: Furthermore, in the ninetles Marxism swept
Russia. Marxist books wers bpest-sellers. Compare the modern United
Stetes, the most bourgsols country in the world where the workers
are permeated with bourgeois ideoclogy. Isn't it clear that we today
need to begln this work? - Isn't it clear that without it the party
cannot even begin to bscome a mass Americen Party? How ridiculous
it would have been if Lenin had been teld that the articles about
unions in the ISKRA were teaching the Russian workers Marxism.

And we?

Let the reader now look at the list of pamphlets, brochures, eto.
published by the Ploneer, Publighers in the old days, from the DRAFT .
PROGRAM OF THE COMMINTERN, -GERMANY WHAT NEXT, THE CHINESE .REVOLUTION,
THE. SPANISY REVOIUTION IN -BANGER. WHITHER FRANGE| etc, etc. and ths -
corresponding articles in:sthe. New Intérnationmal. That wad one. perlod,

~ one party, .ailmin% at .one group,of.workeds and‘contacts., We have
made a big turn to -theé masses, . But in oup theorebicsal .conceptions
arid -our practice. how vast-is ths différence: ':The great:danger-is
that we 8hall just pay-"W#ell; let. X writs o pamphilet,-or ¥ write
two. - Then,when We.get some mors forces wa shall-write gome more."
That approaohzia!ra;se“tp;thq.cora,%empiricaij'su@brﬂicial“andfk
positive obstacls in the progress and development of the:party. We .
"shall-not get very far that way. . he S

1 ! L. g

AMERIGAN. OR NOTHING * .+~ 5 .. ... i v i
" The mere. we coijalder ﬁhia.hdhéfidn'the,ﬁﬁre*wé;cah 366 the |
special character of ‘the problem with which we ere faced 1in the
United Statss. . S L
The clagsics of Marxism aréuEﬁrépéanwihgbrl%ip and .content..

" They reqgulrs. move than fn ordinary knowledge or opesn history and
-particuléarly By -an Americen workers . In the 19£8-38 days it did nob
~matter much:where we began.with the ppmmuniap:Par&yfmemhérsnand:the 'y
radicels, . Today when we have to-give' a-class or a:-piece of litera-.
ture to a. contact, we: begin pephaps-qithfﬁhé.CQMHUNISP;HANIFEﬁTO.- .
‘For us who. alm at becoming.'a mass party this 'in.five casey ocut: of
8ix is enomalous and will increaaingly became 3o, Every .Europsan =
"worker.of today who reads the COMMUNIST MANIFESTG with his European -
experiences, his school studies and the dally 1ffe ‘around him, social,
political, literary end artistic, at onoce experiences =a tremendous =
11lumination that has solid concrpte associations, A French worker
#ho reads CLASS STRUGGLES IN. FRANCE, THE 18TH BRUMAIRE or THE. CIVIL
VAR IN FRANCE; a German worker, who reads REVOLUTION AND- COUNTER-REVO-
IUTION, .Or THE PEASANT WAR IN-GERMANY, finds the history of his own
sountry, mede signifiocaht for ‘him. as never Yeforse. CAPITA 18 not
only 'a siudy of apatract capitalism. .It i3 the higtory ot English
sapltaligt . development and - there 18 no finer introdustion to the - 7
‘history of. Gregt Britain.: The .lest ssction on. Primitive Accumuletion -
is the historicsl garment.of the logleal qapitalistic deyelopment ' ™ ~
© +.5f Wastern Europe,., Fop -the average .Ameiican worker these books as a -
beginning are. alien. ” Doubtless if he reads one he-is impresied with -
1tp¢b0wer_ani.brlll;qncevand learns sqmgthlngy‘ But what ‘they cannot

L . N B . ' : .—ll . . L .4
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.give to him-in sufficient measure-is that sense of reality of the
development of his own gountry, that feeling that in addition to the
aaily class. struggle, he is -part.of ‘something beyond L:imself ‘that is
the beginning of theoretlcal Bolshevism ané the rejection of bourgeois
ideology. Such historiacal data, knowledge, general reading, social
gxperiénces as he has; the structure in which his theoretical :
experisnces must .grow are American. We have to begin now, hot té
write a few pamphlets but to bulld up the Americen counterparts of
the COMMUNIST MANIFESI O,. THE EIGHTEENTH BRUMAIRE, and perhaps8 even
more importent, the American counterpart of WHAT IS TO BE DONE. We
do not walt until we become & lsrge party to do these things. This
is the way to prepare ourselves and all our supporters for the gain- .
ing of forces snd the bullding of the revolutionary perty. I 1n e
time. among our efforts, we can manage at last to get one such golid
pafiphlet that does for United States history or. the development of
the labor movement .or gny such topic what  thede pamphlets do for
Europe, and cgtoh gome. of their'spirit,-We_have.the_possibility;“not'
_.enly of . immediate response but, in time, of reaching an ever-widening
¢circls of copretc rewards.- This is precisely what Ienin set-qut to -
Ao with & grandeurn, breadth and vision that are astonishing even af-
rer yeara of -famillarity.’ In every field.he posed proletarisn ' o
1deology”agq1nst.bogrgeois.ideqlogy;. It is Impossible ‘to bufld an-~ -
Amq;ican:mass_par%y?mith our.g?bpaganda;conaistingTot'Marxfbn:“- s
France anddenmany,;Laniﬁ'pn; ugsia and Twotsky on Stalinismiend -~ 77
8pain, rupplement.ed.by the present LABOR ACTION. ' It 1g "Ampdasible """,
for.  nunber of average workers to become Bolsheviks tnless on-the - -
hesis of some systematlc penetration into American development. =
food Stallnists, yes. Good Trotskyltes In the old days = the very ii:
»1d days? Perhaps but todsy, for what we are doing, NO. That is
+ue first polnt. The second 15.1333:eahy*tblgrnsﬁ'but‘mbre§1Mpb?a
tant 1n'tpe'1bpglrun."For.theﬁimpliphtions,or‘thisiOrientapioq'gdh*”ﬁ
sueh much deeper. Not only do raw workers need this Américenidation.:
The party members from the highest to the lowest need it also., No -
(ne has any gerious grasp:of Narx Am, can hendls th 1 ‘
}gach;iﬁ.unlesaihq.ia,.1nudccordancexw1th'his capabillities andii- v
tprortunities, ' an exponent-of it.in re.la on to -the soclal:Iife‘and: :
developmenk . around him. :-The dialeqtical-prbgression,:thewvaricumi'fTv-

staged of .devalopmont, the - relatiQn-betwéengtheiaconpmicrbasLaiahdf‘
thq’huﬁansyrﬁptuns,;hiatqry, econdmicgian&uphrldsophy;‘ailjtha PR
principlss.and .dostrines of Masxism wq?a-étnhvaﬂ*rrdmfa:pfofouhd-aqd-;
glgantic gtudy-by its founders -of Eurqpeaﬁ“history5=of»%phogﬁaﬁ~.“ O
politics, of European literature, of “uropean philosophys - The prin='
oiples have universal application. . But to the extent that ‘the. condl-~
'tions fnom which).they wene drawn sre not famildier to' the Merzists,
they: remain to o greater or less degroe abstract, with infinite'
ﬁo;entialitiea‘for.confusion Bnd mischief. Either the would-be =
arxist must have some ' serious knowledge of European history in-its
troadest. Bensg) conaianily, réneped, ampiified end. developed, or .Lhe -
principles of the doctrine mustshawe been -incorporated), worked ‘over,
and made ,to :live egain in & study of ‘the economie structurd; soclal -
development,.hﬂapory,_11tgnature-and'lire'pf'ﬁha gountry'with which -
Ye has been many yssrs familiar. Only then is he on the road to" ' -
becoming. s ceprioud -exponent and gontributor to the dostrings In'faot.
and,. in truth only until.one has dug the principles of Meprxiam for - -
himself out of hlg own femiliar surroundingsi‘and the;r=historica1-§v~l
past, that the Marxiam of Marx ard Engels;’ lenin-or Tproteky -and the
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tion. |INot only is this eos It would be & mirecle if 1t wers not so,
Not ‘onXy Ls it so for analysis; for propeganda or for agitation., It
1s, sbatracted from the ‘question of personality, the basls of Socia-
list confidence and Bolshevik morsle: The Bolshoyik— y

mugst be __ghe_coreﬂoﬁheae__uhq_.mgmome to ug, the capacity to stand
all pregeures;—must_berooted in & deép; rich, wida venreept—of Amer-

ramoualguropean Marxists truly stand out in theip universal spplica- -~

can-development. ‘he masses may not need it. " BiitTfon the party
Wadresiof this peridd It Is Imperstivs._ To-ths degree that we oan
teach this to messes, we develop and reinforce the hostility to
Americen bourgeois society which is the objective result of capital-
ism in this stage of fts development., Proletarian ideclogy 1s mnot
merely a matteor of 'f,_héoret;i_c_al‘ analysis. It 13 the weapon and armory
with vhich we must afm End surround the American working olags and
par-t.icul_arg,y those who face the enormous tasks ooa.front?ng us in the
present periocd., Unless it 13 'rooted in the American environment and -
in such temms ss the American worker can grasp, we caxnot Jift them
above the instinetive class struggle, sharp as that will inevitably
become, Isn't this what Lenin meant’ by the socialist ‘conaclousness
which ‘the party carries to the working class? . ‘
THE PROOF IS IN THE FRACTICE
If the above-is & representation of the actual sltvation:and the
.neéds .qf the time; then 'a careful- examination of oursgelves must .show .
not- only the lack. but .the movement ‘towards repalring iti The -party )
is small and it is not difficult to'get some ideaof ‘along:what lines
the members think. ‘Since the birth of the Workers Party we hsve had.
- two conventions., -The first was 331941 and was :cpnesrned mainly with.
the -new- orientation towaprds actories,” The members: felt. that here at -
last wag)a. change from the’ ! 5*;’;&’ dctivity, The membership, the L
older membership in partic ar;-wds -gceptical of talk and promises,
It wanted 'results.  'The -high point:.of the convention.was the appear-
ence. of the ‘comrades from MisSourt. It -created enthusiasm and prod-. .
uced: on :theé spot a- substantial gum. -The ‘appearance of these workers .
symbolized the-dirvect .contact with:the proletariat which was,the .aim.
and need of our movement. -‘We met again in convention two yeare later,
Once mérg the ‘convention ‘was noved Lo -8 :spontanecus: derionstration, -

this:time by the.documerit by Iund 'on the very nuestion that 13 dealt P
with heries- ‘Whenconventioris of'revolutionaries beiave inthat way - °
vhey express deep-going currents: not. only in the party ‘buti'in the. ' : -
working ‘clags movement. The thing is'to analyse.them and ‘ge@ ‘theip -
‘signifidance. ** R L R S
- Firat of .11, it 'is obvious 'that in its title Lund's document -
has 1itfle 1ln common with the ideas ‘presented here.: ‘He ‘geems’ Lo think
that '1%..13 a problem of attitude, of journallstic method’, of . seeking
"inspiration",” But it ia to Lund's .credit’ that' he' sees the problem -
-4nd “hedat least found time to give one’ exemplification of what he
maens: in-the. pamphlet "Plenty -for. ‘A1, "For once. & problem i3 gseen -
at all, it is usually acted .upon, whiatever the difficultiss, o T

+ v

Yot the aignificence of the convention demonstration was that it
reflected the needs ‘of members wheo wore in industry, were .conoerned
"with_the:progress - of the party in industry and wers- looking for: ways -
ind means- to bulld the party deeper into ‘1ndustry and reap rewards in
Induetry.  In. this reepect the convention merely-carried to its :
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conclusion s sgntiment which had been.'confused but clear hnoﬁgh.at

the Cleveland Fonference of Active Workers. ‘ /
It 13 now possible to swummarize the party developmant in the . 7

minds and actions of the membership. d

The new induatrial orientstion 18 and must remain the lite-
b*ood of the party. )

2. The new LABOR ACTION is a vast improvement on the old Trot-
skylte papers. {Not for the reasons usually given, as I have inaisted
all through thls document but bedause we are attempting what they g

- .never attempted. Loging siﬁpt of this distinction 1s part of the
reason for -Sur wWoakingSS.) 11e new type of paper that Lakor Action |
i3 must form the basis and the substantial basjs of any proposed cr-

ientation.

. 3¢ But at bhe:same time the. mambers recognize that something
more is needed. This is che perpetual cry for "more Socialism In-
the paper',

4. Clearly asllied. with the above 18 the. demend’ for movre:sduca~:_
tion. The membershlp 1s desply aware of thé necesalty of being edu-
‘eatéd, and 1t must be remembered that.-this membership-i3 grappling
with -the:problem of s the  American working -cless and,that:therefora’ 1ts
conception of sducation is not -abstract theories but of eaucation to
make" 1t more competent for the tasks 1n which 1t is engaged. PORRTERNTS

g et

: The membership reels (a) that 1t is time that. the party. .
began to recruit miore members; (b)-that 1t 15-dirficult to- 1ntegrate'*
the raw-workers whom we get into the axibting pavty. “ir

: Such has beenhthe devélopment of~the Wérkers Party.;h
watoh thia development Wweé - dan see-hhaty'smaxl TA9 WEeUANe We are mere-?
1y reflecting in & ephiscious™and’ crnattve enner;:.as:.befits rdvolu= s
+ionAries, the- devel&pmenu -0f-the, American working.ciaasniﬂselt.f**n'

IV R e " T3 ORI $41H R Tolt

After theufirstvoubburst which resulted in~the,femmation=of‘the
CIO:we had g temporary.lull.w But’ with.thd é&piﬂalisticmpvqpanation
for the Eiropear-wai-the! Amefiqan.werklng ¢1la8s;ag Been. drivén tow .'
wardd ‘the . expanaion and»bhenrécognition ‘oft the: 'a6otal . imporbance Oft
organized laborwt. -In thé: Amepdoan - presd 41 genararland in ‘the. 11terh
sture issued by labor we find this repidly growing conselousness of: ui
the importance- of American labor as a force in American soclety.

With this growth,.we Have dn lncreasing condciousness ,on the part of
labhor that; aomething more :18: needed -than- the ‘industrial; stiugple, a
consclousness that:-ig reflacted in tha ‘PiA.Ce » Finally,-all- oven. tna
country: and mosbunobideablm emong: ‘fhe ;soldiers in- theﬂanmy thenre; dg: "
the growing- consciousnéss. that, more edudation.is iriesded,-mot marely
education for. a battén jobsbut Specifically’ kndwledge ‘of; Ambrican
history and 'Knowledge: of :the -world ebroad-in ‘order that: they may-._-"'
understand the vast social develogments of the time. i

‘ Veah pen . ’

e

Thua, when the members say that we want ‘mope: : "SOcialiam"-in the
paper ‘ard mord: education isnd mist find g way-of: intagratfng raw: work-," \
ers into the kind of’ pdrty thet we are; they -are demanding somé: ‘theo-"
retical orfentation, materiusl,. and stm&sphere' which.will asgigé them '
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to eupglement the work which they are doing emong the Americen masses.
Since 1940 the party leaders agree on this at all plenums, conven-
tions and conferences. et we remain apparantly impotent. Everyone
rocognises that articlésg ‘about the happy life to «come in the future
socinlist Ameprica are nonaensical. Mora is needed. ' But whsat, that

is the question. )

‘ The reason for thig is that the problem has not been geen in 1ta
full goope and depth. This, then, 13 the essence of the question.

Every principle and pract;ce of Bolshevism has to be transdated ..
intc.American terms. Hintorical materialism, the Marxiam epvnomic
analysis, the role of the party, the relation between democracy and
socialism, the-reisiion between the irade union and the party, reform-,
15ty and revolution, the role of Socisl-Democracy, the theory of the
state, the inevitability of soclalism, every single one ¢f these san
be taught, developed, demonstrated from the American egonomic, esocial
and political developmsnt.,» Thé American Reveolution, the Civil War,
the Knights of Labor, the Populist Movement, the Bouthern economy,
the . tremendous history of the CIO; the development of the two major:
parties; the politieal and social contributiona ‘of Paine, -Jefferson;
the Wildon Administiation, the-New Dedl, the NRA, the:-Amerigait dollar
civilization, the riaa and decline of the American: Sdoialist Party, -

. ene’ Debs, John L, Lewis, ‘the; Marxist analyeia of all’ +this ia #he
material of our education, of sur propagandsa,- of ‘the: creation of &,
Bolshevirm which“will break a'path for us 'to the Americsn masses.:”
Tiie 1d2as and principles of ‘Marxism must' be boldly and uncompramise-A
ingly presented to the American woérkers. The- great huropaan classles,
must be ussd, not only for their own sake, but &s a msans of explain-
ing the American-development, With such.a party, we:shall not. only
be able to educate our members and give to thoss with whom we come
in contact what’they will increasingly be looking for, On’ the. basis
of our mass work, when they come to u3, they will be eble-to:feel,
that they belong to us, This is 'not only a necessary and 1mparative
supplement. to our work. It is our special contribution to' the Ameép-'
ican labor movement. The two complement esclhi other to compiete.what -
is known az salentific soeialism. A&f one aspect is:ignored; neglec-.
ted or'superficially doalt with, then the other msumes an. uncheckcd .
momsntum of 1ta own and does net even bring the- rewarda which ‘the -

efrorts lead us to- expect. o . L e
PART III: 'I'!-'E NEW Iwmmnormn S . WL

I am proposing no immediate cure- all, no paﬂant medlcine to
bring immediate reasulis,.. Revolutionsry: parties are -not built that
way., They are built by hard thinking and herd work, snd hard think-
tng comes .first. Therefors, at the center of the proposed reoriente~

on must bs the NEW INTERNATIONAL, the thecratical. journal of the- »
rarty. The transformation of LABOR ACTION 1dtd a. ‘direct precruiting
sgont, %0 recruit in accordance with the necesgities of ths time, -
and the reorientation of a mass propaganda must begin With the jour-
nal, We have to see, therefors,. what {t was, ‘what 1t. is,, and whet
1t muet be. The journal is now teon ¥ arg old, ‘and, in "accordancs
with the methods used herin and the ideas expressed, we must geer it
in the light of the historical davelopnent of the Trotakyibe movement.

v,

L]
i L
) v '|".

520




~18- .

. - Betweon 1934 and 1938, it was a‘powarful‘gnd-inrluential_qrgéh. :
From a strictly journalistic point of view 1ts editing was.always.
slipshed, but 1t always had. the first.necessity of a magazine, one
estrong central current and -in ita later years, one minor ona,. gThs'cen-
tral current was Trotcky's writings on the international situation, .
and particularly, though not mainly; on the Rugaian 'question., Inside
and outside- of the papér he wrote with a regard for method, a compre-
hensiveness #f Knowladge and sxperisnce and a tenacity of purpose
which' forméd the intellectual ard ofton the-editorial axes of .the paper,
From various parts of th¥ world comredes who wanted to write found y
1@eas8, Information, hints. and.4indications which could .be worked up; s
often ‘even phrases which-¢dould bé borrowed. Not only articlea;78§eech—
es, courses drew from that inexhsustible source. To write s pamphlet
wag -simpligity 1tselfs ‘A whole volume. of 450 pages wag writien mainly
on Trotsky's- writings. &s basis (World REVOIutiOn?i Igadcs' THE CHINESE
REVCLUTION directly -and 'indirectIy came from Trotsky. It is fashion- -
able today, to-say that we merely repeated his viewshy That is true and

. heé&."its wealnessges. . The present writer. however, cen try to sum up |,
what he is trying to say -about -the period in which we iive.in terms of '’
his own expprience or;tgé 1928~-38 peripd. When'he joihed the movement |
he rewmd a body’'of ideas,.a mass of pamplats 'and brdchurses, one incom--:
parable masverpiece,--the: HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION, with' fig -
vclﬁablefappendiqas,fgqon}anbthbr:vplume,;TﬁE‘3E?OLUTION'BETRAXED;:pnd;;
a constant;stneam'of'artiqgeﬁl-éllhwpittén:wishfﬁncqrtaihmpﬁfpbﬁeiﬁ?;ﬁh;.
the highest integrity.and Seriodsness, with dot an. abom of empirieism. '~ .
or. writing down.. One.went Torth.to do:.the particuler-battle of, thobe; "}
days confident and fully;aﬁméda‘,,ha&gwgg.the\sogrceipﬁgtheﬁqtrgpggh””
of the NEW INTERNATIONAL. If, inzthe;ne;ﬁ,pwopyeargj~gorhour;pﬁrpoge
today we'do one-guarter. as.well and cur people can .read:and edacate”;
themselves: on.'ovp ‘materisl in the why we:d1d on .Trolsky's,, then:hals
our battle is won.and with that, on :ths one hand, and our, mess . work Ofl. .
the othér, LABOR ACTION and the -individual member will be.'foress’to b 17
reckoned withe - : - . cole S o

‘Trotsky 'alsc wrote and inspired apticles.on generali topies;.such . |

‘a3 the introduction'tc the COMMUHISQ-MANIFESTO,ﬁpubllsheg”inthﬁyhf'ﬁer
Africa; anlabticleron”Engels;~aygeneralﬁartiglaqux11teratupeﬁwh@pﬁ.J'Q?
appearedcin.PARTISANﬂﬁEEIEW.;,He&inspired;diractlyqother;ay@;c;e&.%JIp Lo
15 to be nated that Trotsky:never .wroti a single article or. ‘the- United., ,
‘States, Hfs, introduction to LIVING. THOUGHIS i¢ .a very.broad. applica-. .~
tion of thé theory of Marx to famillar statisties and other phenomera, =
3L U, Se capitalism. He naver wrote on the- Negro-.questlone  He .said .. ..
*hat he did not heve' the material necesgsary slihough he Had & mass ‘of -
.documenta, memoranday: statistical material .etc. gent to.him by comrades
end friends.-'His special -field .wda (1) -the expogition of, the princi-. .
ples of ‘the -First Foyr Congresses and.(2) Rwssia, ... . . ' . -“ "

, For the.period, for the sudisnce we aimed.at, it wai exactly whet *
#88 required, despite whatever -critiolsms mey be mads in. det£1l, ‘This :
€nd the.work it inepired made the .magazine and trained writers and' . -
bropegendiats, L , e T oL T
The second trend, a minor one .but neverthéless distinctive erough .
‘o be .noted, was Burnham's writings on the Americen question,: They ...
ware a new depapture, consiatently done and distinctive in the NEW . o
INTERNATIONAL: Mac-donald, a first-claas Journalist, typlcally Ameri-
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can, and Novack, with a real interest in and some knowledge of Ameni-
can history, showed possibilitiesnrx R '

Trotsky might not write about ceortain problems. ' He wesg kesnly N
aware of them for he knew how parties are.built. He inspired Novack
to write on the. Civil War, he inaststed that Burnham anawer Max Eastman,
he continually and even impatlently assked for articles on dialectical
materialism, But these were subordinate to the main general line--the
exposition of the principles of the First Four Congresses:

In 1940 came the split. And since that time the magszine has
gteadily declined.* It lost Trolsky; the source of theory and ideas,
It "lost Burnhom, Mscdonald end Novack, who, deapite all their wealkneag-'
‘53, formed an Amerlicamr team who complemented each other. - But worse
of all, 1t lost & sense of direction. For a time it was difficult
encugh: to £ill-its pages, but even now when there 1s too much materiel
it Is Impossibile to work out what the magazine is aiming at in theop-
etical ‘education. WAn-anelysils of articles 1s ‘here and at this timé
out of place, But:to this writer, the magazine at present seems to be
organized on.the ‘following basiss =~ . =7 o - R N

“le’ &8-en opgan whose main purpose 1s.atbtacking the Cannonites.u#

)

1l

iJéArticles,veditorﬁals.-arnhivbs;fbéforeithezconventibh“qnd-after}?‘-
seema~preoceupled with the proving of a''case--1n nayprow: termse: .Inh’
“particular,thers are reprinted archives:from sll. perfeds-whichivery. -
few readersiare able to place iin.context. ~For these'to'be:of.real | -
‘value,~these would requirs. still moreimountains~or?materia1ia9uannbtaw*.‘
tion. i L Tt ol S T AT e e C T T Seed
. -rR,. éxposure ‘of 'the aims‘of Stali pe, fdonelin éonosreter
agitatlondl terms.by warning that Russia plans to rule over lubor, 'etcy
stce ' P . . : ' ) -

ce D B -

. i ;
. -y - PR . s B B

PP S R hem

Cee LR
IS A [t

R, N B U B L b RELI : S e /
o 3;[;qdnt;nudﬂiqﬂrinuthgﬁquhives?ofuthe?oldJTrqtskyiﬁtaljn.Qontro-
B I e LA N I

ent, Of artitles on'varisdisubjéets in which 1y 4s

oy oLt

L UH, hdaBsort X ;
Impessible to discover, any orlentation.

~or T

: . . P O I e

) This 1S no question of "lack of forces", Forces £ili the maga- |
- zine:now. What' is‘happening te ‘the NI 1le ‘precisely whati:iw -hdppgning °

40 LA, in the theoretical field, But -LA hes .the' indispenssble molid .
sontact with ‘the American’ working :clesgss. : They give to:it ‘a-gentral - -
dirsction by thelr course of action. Its weakness-1s neglect of an. .
smpirical treatment of Bolshevisme The NI, Lowever; lacking this:
direction, merely represents a feeble continuation f?om the gayiodﬁg*‘ﬂ-

1928-1938, 06wt G T R PR

¥ Nowhere In Tthiz document & ¢ deallng WILH mera fivdshentel qegtions
such ag ‘the rightness or wrongnése of the views' 'sf theorles presented.

fhet does not altér the llme of argument heres ool ot L le Qe

4, Whd- .not rprgettihg-thBL"Uohnabgiteaﬂ;w>n.-—r:i‘_‘E: NS R
s##  Thig 1s no mere 'destructive"criidgiam.’ 'For the past yean or gg,
the ‘present writer has attempted. 'to introduce into.the paper at: least
me conaistent trend along'the lines of this document. : 1'list. the
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. Bveryone knows:what -LABOR ACTION i3 trying to do. . Who-can :say,
what the NEW INTERNATIONAL is trying .to do? ' Whatever 48 the-sim of
the magazine, it is not succeeding. At a time when we represent
Marxism,lwhen:socie&y-is.in.such}cnisis that 811 types.of theories
are-bein§:eagerly_discussad‘by-all‘QOrta-of people, the magazine as
8n intellectual:force oounts for little,. To deny thie is to dig one's
head in the sand. . . ¢ A A = . -

Polemic the me azine~muat‘have. Bolshevism and Lenin 4in partic- .
ular lived on polém?c; The “annpnites are a legitimate target; and
there are times when we have to throw all onr’ welght Iinte breaking
them up: But we have had a-long exﬁer}apceﬁin these attacks ani pol-
emics, and maneuvers aimed at-other partied, large and small. The
concrete results have :been. usually in the long ‘mun pretty poor. .

The most .perfect example of what the NI-is can be seen in what ,

’

we produced for the :ten years anniversary number. An anniversary .
number sums up .the past, :1ooks ‘at :the ‘present isituation, from.a height:
80 Lo ‘'speak, and opens up the perspectives of the. futuve. It 18. a.- [}
number which usually brings renswed interest. and snthusiasm and .a sub-:.
Stantisl number of subseribers. It 15 a number of which many extra-
copiﬁsashould-be,printedcand;handed.put»assaraardgof:introduation.ao ’

to sp ak for years to come. ZEvery reader of LA should have felt that
thla-qu.a_numbenpto}get,smd;read;pnd to Keep. - Inetead the- number.was

- a ' particularly.bad:‘example .of. what ‘the.NI. has been:for the:past-twoinnc

yeara,;with’some&?ﬂ;ﬁageacdavoted;toj&heﬂmatipnal:Question*and«speechﬁf;'
e8_and-articles<by:Leniniand:Trotsky add-Engels; -0ates.continuesca~ - |
polémi¢ on:hig..conception: of the.panrty. +The .reésult -could. have-been.. g
‘expected. . The issue hag fallen flat. The wider circles it should et

nave reached are not only untouched .- sven party members, if ons can
Judge~byaincidanta1,comments;'hate:been_coldﬁwhera:theywhaveqnot'dis~
approveds . 0 ocreen ol e win dind P Paanlias .

EBLRTE R BEFTE ST S IR PR
. This is"on the positive side so far as it is poéitive. Howayer,'
it isAwhen:we‘1ookvatuwhaﬁothe:pantysisﬁtodayﬁand:whatdtbuia‘try;ng te |

do, that we can’ see hew far LA represents one parliod end the NI IRt
" another. Between LA and the mass approach to the Amerioan” worker end. i -

the NI,|thererIs'an.almqsﬁfimposs bie gulfy i TR
. T L L L R AR SR TS B
WHAT SHOULD BE LONE?

T ST S TP Ceronealh ! ‘ : 5
» The first thing to:recognizs-1s: that ~the m gazine 'd main business::
i3 to do-in theory .what Dﬁ'(and-the,non-axﬂgtentspopulanwpahmpheltaJ}A 220
mast dOminrpracttce,".The.csntralzgﬁneotion—of;thewpdber;mustubefl* '
R X - - S T A e A ‘.‘k * oy : VoLt e -
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fecllowing -articless .0 onop- U Loaa A e
w-he - Prllosophy of History and Necissity," NI, July & Octa. 1943 - .
dogroes in the Clvi) War: Their role in the 2nd American R
booviona ! Dee. AQ4E ) oo T T T T e e T
"In the -American, Tradition: -?he.Workinghclassrnovemant‘in:PerspeOﬁw.
tive,® NI, Nov. 1943 ... .« - T Y -_sli.‘ L TP TR P
yin the International Tradition:: American Libor's.Tasks®,NI,Jan.!dd..
"Laski,: St. Paul and -Stal iny™ NI,  June 2944. =" . R A

“The: Americen People in Ons.:World: An Essay .in:Blalectical Maters .i-
taliem,” July, 1944, NI ' 7 oy o Lt ST 3
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Marxism.end the United States as the ceptral dirgctive, of the old NI
wes the First Four Congresses and the Intérnational ‘situation. With: '~
- our background snd with the. international situationh, we nged never
fear that the magezine will becocme an example of Marxiat "isolation-’
1sm", Our framework will alwaye be intérnational. At timen’' the inter-
national sspect. will predominate. Lenin wag the greatest of all Inter-
nationalists. But Trotsky notes that Lenin's "international period"
began only in 1914, It it is true that we live in a. perfod fer more
internationally united than forty years ago, yet the fact. .. Lno.
rereina that once we have for the moment abandoned our preoccupation
with the Commuhist Party and the olhérs, genuine internationalism muat
be based on the natlional scene. To repeat ad nauseam. The Theoretlcsy
journal of 192838 had one aim. Wi have enother,  We mudt frpm all
engles, train ourselves for that. No party was ever so internationall
trained.as the Bolshevik Party. But this most international of a&ll ,
parties 1karnt Marxlem on.a Russian basls, and could not have lgarnd it
in any other-way.. If the NI 1s not the place where we must train our-
selves, to do and. do what Lenin did bétween 1896 and 1914, then where
mugt it*be done? - L T
Ir 4t is urged that during the war wo hdd a sgecial responeibiitty ~ .
then that.respansibility is now over, France and Italy ars alreacy " «

asctive. - The  coming .period demangs __,a--nedmsntét};én,{:bf “the .papdiei,..
« < : [ S A L S

B PR R I

. -:Not jonly is thils necessary f_r"~_om‘_‘fn,'lt,_i,qz';;al'.f:pb'iﬁt,jpf__‘, wié¥y but-frdm-

an ‘International, -America occupies ‘a-peculisr ‘pldce’in-intéfnationgl’ .’ * .
affairs today. . Knowledge of. tlig-céuntry hag'tever formed more than' = -

8 cursory part of Europesn culture and education, - In'all probabdlity - -
the number, of -English universities ir 1939 which. géve a‘courss in‘U«s - -
history end _cultune, could be counted on thé fingers “¢f ond “hahd of “at
most, two. . Tadsy ;that .18 ohenged,  Amenica Is the center Of world at-' - *’
tentions It is the last hope .£or impeyrialism and the old democragy.’ = .’
The American bourgeoisie is going to flood the world with agcounts of : .
this country, its history, i1ts development, '1ts politics, itd ldeals),™ . .
otc..: In-the present writer's opinion’substantial géoklons of the Burs”
ope an bourgeoisie. and cértainly the "Socinl-Demoorats” and libérals "
haqupqghope:of;shlﬁﬁtiéﬁ;gxceptf;nggqpualfAmeribaﬁtd#enlﬁrHSElp?dr**w~f

the American “ideals ;As,lbng‘hs‘nupsa#eltfgnd'Sﬁé;{ﬁ'cplihﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁixﬁhég

- whole power of Stalinism will beﬁdirdgtgﬂ%%qfﬁﬁhpIEmenﬁiﬁg?tﬁﬁ’propa1*
gandistic efforts. of the American bourggoidié. - Powerful -in ‘Hirope, < -
fhis trend will be overwyhelming in the Far Esst.. And even whérg in |
fonq;gnJQ9pntpiep,ﬁh€r§J1a;ah'dppos;yygnjto’thia-tréndgfﬁhafoppdsip;oq"
'will'gf_hﬂﬁeésfﬁyﬂéQﬂggrﬂLipselfjwith'tﬁe‘Qnited'Sﬁatae.'-The~theereﬂﬁ~;4
tical Anterpratation of tnc'qnitedﬂﬁtatés;“ftd’pﬁéﬁ;“présentsdnd‘»hnv‘f
future, becomes. therefdre & .truly, 1n}bﬁnat;ohq1'taak,;a-partfof»tha T
tnté“'atidpa¥}§ﬁfpggldf£qrjsqciarism;aqd,thé*hat:oﬂql3indbﬁéndépceion.j
oppressed.peopléss, . And 'in "this, ‘the ‘céntral lgsue ‘of our -timed, we
heve .An exhaustive zole bto playe i T o o he el

Finslly, &8 .always .in periods of crigis ‘and never 80 much-as in. -
this ona, the whole problem of thé destiny of humaiiity is, raisad.: The.
individual, the state, sducation, ‘culture; religlon, the elitd, the .’
neceaslty qf.nu;era.anélpulei,'xgqg;“ax;;tngﬁe[fungamenﬂnl-queqtidhs‘;{
are.onde mora in the melting pot, nationally end “Internationdlly.. Our.

. -contribution .in this most ;oapitalistic of all -countriés’ is to analyze -
vhese fundamental questions in our terms: " This 'is our contribution to~
the internstional socislist ‘debate. ' Marxists ol each country 'dc their
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Ownn g {nberns tionalista. *Hongarovth y wé can be certain that!! pug” 1o
European comrgées will ‘crgdte an’ international Jouirndly- at’ leagt idn
Frenchy. . Our’ bupinebs’is, interhationalism with the United “States .68
the center.. We' shall reprint end ‘comment,” ahd also contrirute as WS
have done. in the past. But hengeforth the paper must know' wher-e 1t
is going and all of ng gt }mow. I have 1ndicated my view. b

N ‘ﬂ‘, N

A ”‘HDCRE”ICAL"JCURNAL

- Thia obviously 18 no ;1ght task. Marx and Engels knew Western
Europe inside out,. Lénin' and Tbotsky,were masters of all aspects of’
Russiae .We hdve to.do tho, same hére. The.task 13 not light. Neither
wac Lanin's.bask light’ in thoge days of 1894, But, 'a 'young man in‘his
twenties, he wrote and circilated menuséripts in St. Petersburg which
were written as.if 'he were alpeady leadepr of a atate theoretically -

: founded on: Marxism. In every.field he’ proclaimed the ‘supremacy and "
the negessity of Merxist theory.. What wé have to do 18 not ohly té
educate concretely. We have to train & generation which will femii~'
i1arize itself with the fundementals of Marxiss. theory by exercising it
in-this. task.. Its depactments are. four.. Ta _begin with the ;simplest.

R historieal matuzlaxiﬁm.an naven AT rﬂsearcn ' 48 Lerin nad tg -
. doe "In tnis hRighly-organized countpy masses of material exidt on ali:
Eoples, . The -first American Revolution, the Second and the Third,: -
these. ape, cuy, thémes, - Hit,hert,o ‘we- have lived ment.all’y In 1'?89, 17348,
1371,,|1917"‘"£he Soafal; .Demodrecy b he ‘Third - Internationals v hE

Hever be a‘ole “to, depart from, phos ’l‘hey are int.e&‘nati‘onal. - But- ‘we
. Oun méwoIuttén is ‘after allithe"

must-ide them &s.a mears £o Aniendy,
American Revélutions I The spacific economic c‘lavelopment "B ‘the: Un*’t.ed‘

States,. therspecial social relations “which they‘produﬁe& jthe poli%i~
- part.ies and .the special,lqua\li’ties which“'digtinguish the -Amorican -
fYom the. Europésn dévelopmerit. . It 13 obwicud ‘that the’ ~1eadin%hﬁnner17 s

“can’ comradesvmust have accumulatéd xnowledge and" ideas about: thegg™ -
guestionse - We . cannot keep stlﬂlem. I our hesads eny’ 1on&er. Lete Inthig -
ssreey Engels plan“nad erfthusilastically,..to I::-ra\'v:tﬂ:lt.a ‘hig ‘Pesigant’ Wa.r in:
Gemany in ordep te. make. 1t..4 preparation for the' unieratandling -of -
modern Germany.. . Engals. wag. no a.cademTq ‘historlan onlover o of" %5 oYy
for.iheory. o sake. I:i ox;sidered 1';. hig h\isinasg t.’o educate ’the‘ v?d&‘k P

erz “r-om the higheat posslb;l.a st.andards. i e imayi :

A tremepdous field 13 here waiting 0 be apeneé, a_ggpld whidh :
will not only bring. pz.-act.ical r..-eaulf.s ‘but 18, of the high;rast thaoraﬁqa‘]_ .
-mportance.',mhe present. qﬂite; nas “found that pbe§&sq;y hacause of '
- %“he absance .of. feuQal -remnents in modern America‘hnany'pf the-mostiab-~
2tract .analysee. of Marst find théilr mdat perfect exempl&ficaﬁi 6n i the |
Urited States...Today - this 'y the model capltal, ist“couﬁtry..'ﬁere“ kL S
“rsasingly in the fubure the utmost unpncatiéns ;6T tne “thebiy wiTT ve
sractically demonstrated. Tnis is of ndtional "and “tntermational Mmsv?"
portance. - The poverty, of what passes fon Marxist on radical thought
‘n Amenice; 18 emazing....The HacKers, thé, Abrameﬂrrises,'the Baexda
tnd the rest are | all petby—‘bourgleaiq ;-adicails s’preadirfg the}ir pc:ie.t:\n“1
unchecked..i We . have f.p éaryry, on & ‘mereiless wa;- of, Marxiat 1nt.erpr-e’aa-
‘ion against thein paqudo—Mhrxiat.rabrications and’‘rantagles; ‘THes -
American workinf el asad,, as ia nevitab%e, 18 hdking e, . to iﬁs”hiaf“ry“
£8 8 ¢lags, an nevit.able stage niys gcelaiintic dwelonman‘tr‘“’ We e,
have to.tream this histqry-aa militant Manxista._ ﬁ book 11ka“%ﬁe T' i
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Beard's Basic History at 694 is going to.do a wvast amount of ‘mischief
to workers anxious to learn. We give 1t credit for what 1s good but
denounce 1t as Merxists. We give our own interpretation, Ws publish
our own analysis. - We .publich our own studies, ' And peculisrly enough,
that 18 how we make internationsl classics., Daniel DelLeon wrote two
pamphlets; WHAT MEANS.THIS STRIKE and TWO FAGES OF ROMAN HISTORY, which,
we are rellably informed, were among the treasured pamphbts of many
workers 1n Britain.Ii in the course of a year we can publish in the
Journal Marxist studies of the Civil War and a real Marxist analysis
of .the rise and soclial and historltsl gignpificance of the GIO, we shall
have accomplished a truly great beginning. From these articles will
come-gqmphleta, and will come a.deapening of the political education k-
LA, From these articled w come the historlcal backing necessary for
the propaganda for the Laber Party. We are all aware of something mis-
sing in our propagends for the Labor Party. It has not the fundamen-
tal theoretical basis .concrétely expounded,  Lenin insists that from
the very beginnlng of the Soclalist mcvement in Russiz two trends ap-
peared, opportuniem.and Marxism. His greatest work.after 1914 was the
theoretical and ysis of the economic causes of this. Day after day
he enalyzed it economically, politlcally, soclally: For him this edu-
-catlon the workers needed above all, . What have we done to make this a
living part of the knowledge and experience of the W.S. workers and
radicals? Absolutely nothlngs ‘Surs we say that thd labor leaders are
reactionary, pro-Roossvelt, pro-wars We say they sre scoundrels. - Those
are -just agitational statements. The general lmpression that our agi-.
* tation gives 1s of readtionary labor lsaders’ who deceive:the. workers.
This is theoratically false. The lsbor leaders do not'-funétion ‘An a -
vacuum. - Not .an issue of the Ni’ should come out -in which from one
. -angls. or. ancthor we Ald not treet from the roots up the' besis of oppor-
* tunism in the U.8...'And in thie way we.perform an intepnatlonal™ser-
vices:. - It will not be long before 1lts influence will appear in LA, -
' propagendist. and agitational pamphlets ‘end the.deily work of the mem-
berse ;oL .o oL . Lol oo e
e - T . . R . PR P . . — | R . n '--',"', -,.' o .
2, ' Marxian eccriomics. .The .8ad 'record of ‘the magazine here speaks for
itselr,.. It 13 gurficient to say that the economio quastion ofmguestions
in our.day 1s.the.question of capitalist accumulation, -, The debatse in-
- Lenin's day raged around.the guestion of the resiization of surplus’
- velue.- The same gquestion arose in Germeny "just before the last wars -
Réga luxemburg's study of -accumulation.slso took the form'of & study
- of ‘realization. . These wére not "theordtiical essays", as only a‘lamen
" 'table-ignoranco :can believe.  They ' were aspects of the elass struggle.
- expressing -themselves ‘theoretically both within and without the labor -
" movements . The debdte, as waa -historically.inevitablé, has now gone a
stage .further, It hag fioved from Vol. 'II of Capital to Vol,IIIV 'This
1s above all an fmericen questlon. Stuart Chase, Hansen;. &1l ‘the . gor-
-epnment economigts, g1l the "experts" who gave evidence before the
INEG, the whole economic:basis of the 'New Deal, all these pose thls
fundemental question in.terms of ralsing the standerd of living of the
workers as a meang for the continued development of capitalism. The
--8talinistd have now teken Lhlf up and are preparing & highly theorseti-
cal ‘assault upon ‘our previcus conception ‘of Marx's CAPITAL.- These con-
geptions raErasent'gggQinstinctive political goonomy of svery labor -
eader In Lhe country and the beilef gg:gggat nassgs of workers, - All
tHe lavor leaders are not vulgar fakers, . The workers are not fool&:
Thg bosis of this belief 1s the obvious power of the Americen economy.
] : . . . Lo ! . . ' [ te
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Particularli today 1t seems to them obvious that by government regula-
tion and ralsing of wages the American ecpnomy can function in & man-
ner satisfactory to everybody; it is mepsly the wickedness and self--
ishness of the vad capitalists which prevents this., , Yet so limited is
our concepition of our tasks that except for agitationsl shouting about
the profits of capitalism and the unemployed to come, we leave these
ideas to go their own unchecked way. Marx, Engels, Lenin and Trotakya
Rosa Luxemburg and Bukharin carried their opposition to thess things ™
to *he point of pedantry. They were great activists =sll. But the ,
clsssics of Marxism which we read todey did s wonderful work in their
da;, s8till live and will always 1live, because they tackled the'faYse
'ideas of their time.from the root and taught the workers by presept -
anwi example Lo sesk bourgeols .conceptions out at their source and dsg-~
troy them there. ‘ o s

‘ The method.here is important. Lenin riever deviated one inch from
his stand'as s Merxist. He said "This and this is Merx's view, T now
propose to apply it, to Russian capitalism or agriculture or whatévey -
it was." His work on the state was a commentary on what Marx and En<
gels sald:about 1t. He stood before the workers 'as a Marxist who'
bagsed whatevapr he was doing cn. strict Marxist theory, bat Marxist the-
ory applied to .Rugcime This is the way a Merxist panty is bullt; mil-
itently, arrogantly Marxist theoreticians, militantly and arrogantly "
taking 1t -to the worker of the nation, -, " o0 T T Ty
8, -.Bolshevism. . This' c¢an.be brief, - It is the American counterpart of
WHAT IS TO BE DONE? - . /' © 7 = 7 T T e
‘+..» The bullding of the party is rot’ advanced ohe inch by vepeating t-
that. the party must be built, - ‘Between 1928-38 we have been exceasive-:

. 1y aoncerned about ths. struggles of the Left Opposition snd the histor-

ical antacedents of ‘our Trotskyite movéement,. This will always pomsin ™ .
of importance to us but we have different’ simd now.. The megent: .o -
Wwriter proposes to organize some of the material in this document .fon:.
publication in the NI. .Particularly the section desling with the »
internations) attempts' at purty building will be ‘smplifisd.  Butithers
are also sources, of expericnes in American history ‘whick ‘concern.mot':.
Scholars. but havg valueble lessons for: the tasks which We sre trying:
ta do' today, not ‘only for us, but for the Americsn workers. It 1s- here
if only 1n reverse, that they can Yearn what & germuine Bolshevik -Party
is. There is a wealth of experience in this country from the early -
German. attempts to introduce Marxism to the U,S., the old Soctialist '
Party, the wvarious. attempts .at Workers Education, the béginning of -the
Communist Party here, successes and fallures of Marxism InAmerica. A -
clesr sequence can be -traced, of infinité velue in our education dnd --
in the educetion of our resders.’ Here then is also necesfgary a close
Study of the conditions in Russis and the methods which . the Bolsheviks
used to build the first.and only Bolshevik Party. The material exists
14 English end-for the most pard by Lenin dena hoth at the timg and ‘in
retrospect, Written for American resaders and for American workepa 1f
willl hede not.only general: educationsl value but ‘conerete applicstion’
-Lo.the problem of party-bullding in the United -States., Onee we embnsces
our readers in this problem we have gone far towards making them Bols’
Shevik.in approach, that :i8 ‘to say, concerned.about building 'the: yevos
lutionary party. .6nce-we'famtl_gr;ze ourselyes with these problems-in
the journal, then it will become edsy for all of us to handle ‘them -’
-naturally in Lsbor Action as it was easy in the old ‘days to propagari-

. : . 7
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dize and agitate on the S. P._iﬁ'ﬂdﬁmanyiand the arimes of the,ﬁtai;n~/
“1st bureavicracy.

4. Dialeotigal Materialism. Dialectical Haterialism is not something
Yo .bs aefended- agalnst HOOK, Eaatman end Burnham., It is the philoso-
phy. and the theory of knowledge of Marxiasm, To use & phrase Marx used
in his early writings it is the theoretical basis of scientific human-
1sm. Today whon all thinkers ére groping like drunken men, with a1l
their points of support and reference gone, we have here & weapon whose
power and value was never 8o great as in the prevailing confusion. In
one article, in particular, "St. Paul, laski snd Stalin" the present .
writer hag tried to demonstrate how the method can be used in defence
of . the more genersl views of life and socisty that we stand for. But
that is merely a beginning. In every fisld the method of logilcal de-
_velopment and historicsl menifestation brings results in clarification
and fllumination which will be felt in every sphere of our work. Lenin
vas alweys a dlalecticilan but it.wes only in 1914 that he studied ser-
iously, its. origin in the Hegéllan dialectlc. And after that he became
one .of the sirongest asdvocates of its study in Russia, demanded that
extracts from Hegel. and interpretationa be printed.in ths theoretical
Joarne}, "He.knew and said that mistakes would be mede Iut’ added that
whoever. was~afraid of .mistekes’ wou1d not” do anything. -It cannot be
gaid. with sufficiént emphdsis that defance ;of -the. dialectic against
Hook and Eaatman 18 today the: least.of our probléms.. It is not a
precious jewel in' a, box to be defended’ against theéma. It 'is.d weapon .
to Bé. uaed. ‘In the §tudy and .practice of Historical Matepialtsm, -
 Marxien ‘Economics and Bolshevism, 1t will be a. guiding thresd meking .
26ints, ‘glear and . hHelping us. tg. makeé - them ¢lear to. others% "Contpadic~"",
tions,, oppoaibea, ‘negation, negation of negation, quentity into.qual-’
Ly, transoendence..condition, posaibility, these- ~8re, not Jokes or & .
iind "of "intellectudl family Heirloom that you 'defsnd [fiercely ageingt
ittack . without ‘ever’ knowlng what they mean:# Marx, ngels, Lenin and '
Irotsky. d1d not concern themselvés with nonsense, on ‘some . outworn in- "
tellectual ritusl. 'There is.today a. great desire .among, . Merxists to
Inow more abont this aubjact,and the Jlteraturs .on’ this subject 19
wowd . We, play'no .part in it at.ell., HNot only is this interest. 1n-.
svitab. e ‘and legitimate in general.ﬁkmh' age we 1ive.in i8 one which .
2aXXd for {deas and teste them ruthlessly. Dialactic w111 make 1ts8 °
ay‘with us or without.

"Scholaaticism - There 18 'not only a way %o ao. th@ e thinga. Thare
I8 & way. not, Eo do. them. ..In the last two issues _of, the NI thers has -
7sen a change in the. typs of articlon. .:Douglas. Ellis has written on
111ied imperialism, Emmett has, written ‘on "The Great, Contradictions” »
hetween Vol.I and Vol,II1, and James .Barrett a long Article dealing’
ith the "Anti-Marxiasnm Offensive®, . With {hese may bs classed. three
-rticles of & series on Burnham by. Fahan. These articles typify the
zverse side of what ig wrong with the ‘NoI. An empirical. approaoh
‘nes ‘not pecessarily ignore theory. No Marmist admits, that.’he ignoras
.3eory.  What happens is that theory is. given a special atatua., It
« nomes somath1ng divorsed from the prdactical pursiits, A theoretician
Leoomes & Scholar, a "learned" man and theory becomss the business of
t few who have time. n other words,. it beccmes precisely what Lenin
nver let it become, & kind of cultural decorstion. Articles are writ-
.en which, if not written, would naver be missed or agked for. Fop ex-
mpley an article on the areat Contradiotion, p oving by a long liat
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of quotations that Marx did not contradict himgelf, serves’ whet pur-
pose? The long erticles on the "Anti-Marxian Offensive" ‘déaling with
Hook, Shumpeter, and others is full of kriowledge apd\hard-work'ght ity
is a tygically scholagstic pilece. It characterizes thebenwriters ag -,
trifaiet, "1lloglcal®, subject to "technical compulsives®, “falsifying
Na~x*s theory of the State,” etc. etcs In the same vein ﬁahgn'apenﬂs-
sonc lavaluable iwelve pages on Burnham proving that Burnham. has refurm
bished the theory of human nature, of soeiology, that he has borrowed
v Pareto, etc, ste. Thig typd of writin% helps nobody except those:
pecple vho are interested acaedemically in study and professorial; dig-'
cutisions. They reek of lectures aend class, rooms and college journals,

First of all, the ideas of all tnese bourgeois writerg should an-
der nc circumstences f111 all that space in our journal if treated in -
that way, Periodically one or two or a bunch of them should ba hand-
1el, preferably those who are creating an-interest in- labor circles,- - -
When they sre dealt with, the mailn purpose should be twofold:: (1)-to
suew exactly what stage of bourgéols thought- they reprpgent and how
:».: ~hese ldeas are affected by the stage of development of society -
+o particularly of thé|working class, That they are 1llogical, tra<
Lu15 derxism, etc. i3 nothing new.  Théy always have'and alwaye will,' .
Pt point is in what'way they do it; why, whnai is the relation of ©*f ¥
ihis" type of anti-Margiam?to“previpus~ones;fand‘yhat_1$pmegqa'to*pﬁgjf;-
labor movement. todays(2) to-seize’ the opportunity for a‘positive’exi -
posiziou of some!aspect of Morxism thought' snd ‘Shiow them up positived
. ly-. : i w3 . 3 - p = . HE
in the United States. This gives their work s epgoisl Amerisan Elants
And ‘there are many similar angles, Bilt the whnole tredtment should™ce - - -
modelled' on Mérx's ¢ssay on Proudhon, ‘or- ngels on Duhring, -or Lenin
on the Narodnik falsifiers of “historical materialism; or Rasa Luxems '
buig ol Bernstéin, There is a ‘way of “dding thess things, :“Jog ‘Leon~ -
ard’s article on. Williems, for exqmplq;‘is_wi@ﬁ-regpect“ﬁo:methadf;ix’
vastly superior to these profeasorial ‘discourdes. ' Not'only do they: *:-
not do what they ought to da. In ‘ong ‘respect they do harm for they
foster exactly that attitude to theony ag aomething on ‘the shelf ;-
struggle of hooks against books, which the great Marxists in thei L
practice and method cdnatantly_pepudrgtadg“;?hig_asébrﬁmehtfof>pibqqa’
will not only not raise the Maﬂxist‘lg?éllﬁﬁ“ﬁhawmagga;ne.j‘It'will“f.'_
not only give an illugory idea that "at -least we -are haviiig somé thoo-
ry". It will attraot only the wrong type of student who will sed “Hgok
on one side and the NI oa the other, arguing about the same thing:om. .
different sldes but 1w much the same Sort of way, ‘Findlly it pefr- i
forces the actiwe Farty;mqmbpr_in thaﬂaentimsnt'ﬂhat he would like to - -
study some ""theory' but he hesn't the time to spare for 1it.’ -Wheh - -
Lenin’ argued on theory no one. even mistook him ‘for a mere debater with
his opponent, Aqd“bpth‘he,and,Mah;'in,pgrt1Cular‘dou;diwr;tBWOn:hhe”f'
most ebatruse subjscts and yet make,the worker who ventured fnto-1ts”

psges feel that this‘was'aomsthing,gr'the'dimbat_intéﬁéht,ahd ooneern |
to the working class.  This powen’'was not nsyeHeloginal. It sprong. '~
from their whole method of snalysis. And ‘that is net’learnt in a day,
The talk 'of the NI should be to teach these: undoubtedly telsntied dom-
rades and rriends to use their talents in the Mermist mannsps =~ ' 7
. . - . . Fa—. oo e T LR Y . et D .
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. At the meeting on the American question which precéeded tha_lb}@ﬁf

convention, I listed three propegandist points as ones on' which We - |
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should certer our attantion.

*

1. The Amerioanizatlon of Bolshevism'

. 2, The StatificatiOn of: Production
3. Internationalism

'Points No. 2 and 3 will have to wait.~ I have tried here to ab-,
. stract propeganda and wgitation and education from work among the
masses, But such an abstraction has.all the one-sidedneas of an ab~
straction, In actual 1ifs the mass work will guide and shape.the theo-
retical approach.at every stage. Contact with the proletariat usually
results in that. But the theoraticsl work will.guide ths mass work
also. . The orientation cutlined here wlll demgnd serious attention v’
from all of . us precisely because, we are cadresa for a party. The per~
petuel refrain of "lask of -forces™ is no answér. A leading oomrtide
can go to Chicego for 14 daya or go on,tours lagting weeks to6 settle

* ..8ume union prcblem or to make speeches. The party does not. collapse

in their absence, But we are told that through ®1ack of forces"”
ora.cen: find 14 days to-write.a.pamphlet on. "What is-the Workers. Party?'
+ Ian't.therar umen&??i&iculous? ~The. pampﬁbts are not writtien.becsuse
- fhereakinesd for themvig mot: unde“stood. uore"frofoundly weg have

not got-that body: of meterial:in.the, NI.in pamphlets. snd smallibooks.
wbich both in material and .menner .were- such .88, We Had in 1933-38 and ..
enkbled us to write the kind of pamphlets or articlés we ngeded at
the drop of a ‘hat. . y AL RN TN £

Lt me; here conclude with. therqueation of - education,-propaganda,

apitation in its relstion.to the fundamental quéestion, o the building

'JI the party. S

' : The American mass panty will not be built by ua or b; tha Gannon—
itas. Groups of Virglinia minera, West Qoast . sailors, Southern:shere~
croppers, Pittsburgh steel workers, sll sorts of "left® formations
711X coslegce -in time and hammer out..a:unifited organization, They will
Lring ‘their-qualities, -Our task 19:to -form such :a 1gtrong ‘nuclevs -that
#he coalescence will take plece .arocund-us, orieven-that doea not take
. blace, our spacial contribution will be Marxiem and the theory and .
 practice of BoIshevism.:.: But to'@o this we have to.gathen a nucleus of
" & :fow, thausends, - of whom 758 .will be-American ;workers,. men and women,: -
instingtively hostile to ‘hourgeois- society, who are workers, have ‘been
‘workers and who have mo other proapect in life except to be warkers.
They und only they-can build a mess party. They are the only resl
mass. propagandiats and: agltators, day after day.: They exist in tens
of thousands already and capitalism will criste mopre and more.thous-
ends. for us.. :But they need to be given, not prospecis. of “a~Rappy 1ife
and higher weges, but.a method of thought end e conceptlion of-soclal
development that makes, their own liwes and efforts intelligibvle to
them in national and 1ntennational terms,, : They need .to know.that in
Marism and tha wavolutisnery pasfity ithey have something which, sven .
if far from being completely underetood, yet is theirs, . Proletarian
thought, proletarian method must be for-them-a challange o the. boup-
geoisie at all pointa, defeating it in" :theory a8 ‘the woriers'.will one
ay defeat it.in praobioeg. For them it .must be -a.theory which marks -
off those who adhere to it from all ;others giving them pride and. con-
fidence and the consciousness of a great superiority to all however
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influential or famous who do not accept Marxising: ' That is Bolshevism..
That 1s what Lenin in his day and with his problems from the start .
gtrove to creata. Ce e DR o N T .

It 13 with such people that we cén i timg grow rapidly.
end henceforth there will be increasingly rapid breaks in the national
conseiousness and in the social development of  the working class.

.tlass will incressingly throw off Substantial numbers of workers break-
w2 with the traditional and petty-bourgeoisw;dedlogiesw "If within

- Thelir own envirdonment and of thelir 6wn proletarian origin, there are
tralned and conscious Merxists, each of these’ can form at .critical
wroges the rallying: center of dozens and. pérhaps scores ‘of .adherénts.,

. The workers in the 'U.S, have no slleglsnce to any traditional workers
Derties #s had: the workers of Europe.'  Broadly’ speaking, the ‘wHole
f1eld 1 opén, and by Yaying thé-nebessary‘fbundatibn with thoroughnass
w14 Gonfiderce we can legitimately expset the Americsn workers' as ‘they
-aspond to'déclining qa‘p"it.ai_isip- will find- 1t"impossible to pags us by

. . g S
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Bo Tho wholo thoorotiual dissussion of dcuntilotion, whth o praptidel
. .8pplication to tho ooonomics of tho govornmont sponding must Sogin.. If vo do
29 Bw5 oF BRTGG GrELoIes In & your, we hove dono woll, Bub wo must boglms .

R o=t

"o 4. Us, Tho Sacgaliet Purty, tho boginning of tho CP, in this country, the
Third Party; studios of thoso, net acoadomic but in the Loninist mannor, for
our own oducation ond the vducntion 6f tho morkors, must begin to appoay in
tho “Journale Witk articlos on Bolshowism end 4ts boginnings, as o historical
standord of comporison, we shall hogin to ecrocto tho ‘thaorsticel ‘provisos for
on Amaricon Bolshovism and in timo do our own "What is to bo Donot"

D,  Tho ifritings of ¥arx, Engols, Plokhenoy and tho othor olessics on

- Dinlcetionl Hotorfalis.m must.fMNnd o pleco in tho pepor. Not cvory. month or
ovary throo m onths but stondily, jso that ws consoiously bogin to 1Xluninnto
our ‘own work with tho Harxis t seiontific mothods - R

Wo,boing what o aré, tho ebovo divisions arg in dosconding ordor of
importanse, ' Amoripan dovolopmont cohos first in timo &nd onorgy ard spaco,
Put Wo hiivo ¥9 work systometicnily at tho othors Yoow - -

T S TP R RS I T

Archivaa ¢
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. - Hor' b hays ko things to 9o, T

T T L T | L R et T S ST AP SN ) Pl Tl piay ,
U7 A Tho wri ngfsd, lottors;, o%c,, of Uprx Engols,” Lonin Sorge,, Teotsky .on
Amorica havo a valuo for boyond ihbi.'i'"'is_c‘a'.tto'rod"'bhhrnctar.‘ Thoy must be = -
* collooted, annotated und published,.. "lonin on Britain” 45 o famous ond, vory,
proofo ud. volumo. ifi Britoin,. 'Iontn'e.two - lottore 4o tho dmorionn workss's; :for

+ stiould bo, b ondo reprintad in tho.pepory. L. ..l - i

oxnfiplh

’ gteedbesige et g P I L P DT S L R av s v DA L T L TR
T, Wo hevolto, sto roprinting opd . annotating ao:.zo._c_a.:‘-omlli,cl_m,gup

olagelos 6f Aricen rovslutionerics. For. ¢xanple, Devid Walldn's Appoal,. .-
- Spooches of Wondoll Fhillipa, cte. B .. ' :

Tho Fogro Quostfon - T

Hore, ns Marxist intorprotors, the ficld ia ours, Nogrocs and populism,
Bookor T, Woshington, Frodorick Douglas, tho Garvoy movomont, whatovor sorious
- work wo do horo will not only oducnfo oursolvis but will bo gobbled up By
tho Wogro pooplo, nmndses and intollootunlls aliko, nnd progrossivo whito
workors, C

Porty Pamphlots

Ho nood two ot onoco:

l.7hat, 1s tho Workors Partyt?
£, The Lobor Party

Thoy should bo sorious pamphlots both onst in o historicol movld. Doth
ﬁgh“ should be carofully cocrdinatod, so thot tho rondor who roods “hom
oth should howo o olour bub .'bri‘oﬂy statod jdon of tho dovolopmont of tho
labor movwomont and of tho function of tho two partios. Closoly linkod with

this oust bo tho pablicution of o formal Doolorntion of Principlos and
gonoral progrom, This is o crying nocossity.
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I.a.bor Action ond tho ghlot

A au‘bst.n.ntio.l uaction 42 the: paper muet. refleot 1. populn.r 2ot ths work
do on this propogondist effort. §omé of the pamphlots of oxiracts from them
= ust oobuclly nppoar woek ofter week in tho poper. Articlos in the NI oun le
summarized with suitable extractas, . Tho porty program ond oxplana%’:?y urﬁ.é'los
Tiiot constontly oppoar in tho - po) Thoro must be o constant tiosup, .
Titorary, politionl ond premotions ’batwoon t.h.» NI, tho uolic'. prope.ﬁnndist
pomphlots and tho popors . . ) ) . .

Roviowe of Yook should play con importont pnrt' in tho pnp‘c':ru' Thoy nust
not bo wetorod devm. Two roviows which hovo appoored or win eppoor in tho NI
havo overy placo in tho paper, ono by Shoohtmon on Filkio’s Ono Werld and
onothor on Hoohslor's study of John L, Lowis. Idifo, Fimo, ’J.'T{ESu.EuEE..y
Evoning Pdst, Collior, Look, constantly have crtiolos of tho most, sorious
quality by higﬁfy quoliffod wrifors who do not writo down, Thoso aro rood by
nillions. A rocont articlc in [ife on Copitolism ond ‘tho Froo linrket 1la o
cass in point, -Thoso dnd ot crticlos in-tho Now York Timos should bo’ the
targot of systomotio; comprahensi‘vo end ‘fully Eorrist, ropl!.os by, LA 1ifo - .
writos on tho froo morkot? Goed., Wo writo:the Larxlst viow:of tho froc moicot
Tho Saturdoy Pronlng Post writos chout cortels and- mapopnllos?- Baok:.t“
o writo-oho_ow-two nréiolos oh monapoilos shd cdrbels uxpasingo Mn ST
,‘1porficiulity cid rran..hxn,, our -.owm viows. o any. thot tho elagals werk on
monopolios is Lonin's Imporinlisn. Wo rofor to ‘our book @orvico, Wo rofor
.to o curront crticlo in tho NI, Wo donounce cartols, but wo. toooh, wo oxplnin,
o aeubomtolv urb tho, worlcor o.bovc hia ‘da4dy struggm. :

Educaifon. '.t'}m’ abovo dooumbht. :la ot o progr.mmti.c df.u:n.mont.j " 0
Eﬁaoratinc.'l nccosa:lty is grnspud thon tho orgr-nizc.timal _rrnmnnonts,

coursos of at‘udy, oto. cord, to stort with, a’msttor of Golloborotivor off.‘or‘t.
This, howovor st bo soid. This dooungnt ropudiutea ontirely thot conneption
of oducntion Which'sonda out” dodunonts c.bout‘ ‘tHe: dpooclwa ai‘ Rooa *ml_t. ed .
lists of wor profits cnd war sochdalal T et L S
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