REB CRAFT THESIS

P ERSPECTIVES
1965-6 o

THEORY IS A HARD TASKMASTER IN EVER~-CHANGING PRACTtCE_

Part One: The Relllgcionslh_!p of Philosophy
‘ to Realfty -- Today and 1950°s

Paxt Twos The New Generation of Radicals
-and, Qur Tesks

PRE-PLENUM BULLETIN NO, 1 . AUGUST, 1963




FERSPECTIVES 1965-6%
THEORY IS A HARD TASKMASTER IN EVER-CHANGING PRAGTICE

Fart One:  The Relationship of Philesophy to Reality - Today and 1950s

In October 1964, ona month after the adjournment of cur con-
venticn, three very different lcinds of events took place which tested the
philosophy of Marxlist-Humanlsms Twe of these were world shaking phenom-~
enar the fall of Khrushchev and China's first atomic esxplesion. They
occurred within houra of each other on October 18th, seemed very closely
related, and, since nothing suwcceeds so mich as suwecess, Mao's coming of
age in & nuclear world had an immodliate impact not only on the powers of
the world, but on the revoluticnary movements. Mao geemed to have a2 plan
for everything, from expesing USA as "a paper tiger® to counterposing to
Khrushchev's "revisionism' the real " storm centers of world revolution”
~= the third world of Asia, Afvrica, the Middle Eazst:and Latin America.

T - That Mao's China has indeed 2 Flan for everything sgmept |
proletarian revolution and the self-creativity of the peasant masses did
not seem to lessen the revolutionary impact of this. counter-revolutionary
force.  The fact that counter-revolutionary state-capitalism calling
itsell Communlesm ¢an have s revolutlonary impact in countries cutside of
its domination gave illuslons to greater mesn than those who now lead
“the New Left." - : ‘ o

' ‘At the start of World War IX, Leon Trotsky.called for defensa
‘of the Seviet Union not only because it was. a'workers® state, "though
»  degenerated,” but also becauss the Réd Acmy would “stimilate" revelutiens.
"~ A1 it did, however, was let the uprising in Warsaw bleed to death while
it stood outsids the gates with arms folded, Only afber the armed Nazi
might destroyed the revclution ani made a shambles of Wareaw did the Red
Army march in -~ to occupy itl By the end of ‘ths war, all -of Eastern
Ewrope was turned into satellites of Rugsis. When Tito tovk exeeption to
Rugsla trying to run Yugeslavia, Yugoslavia was expelled from the Comin-
form and a campalgn was unloosed againat Tito as a counter-revolutionary.

Teday Mao is playing the same type of counter-rovolutionary
Russian roulette with the fato of the independent, non-commnist third
world, Altheugh Prosldent Johnson's barbaric, inhumanly fought imperiel-
ist war in Vietnam makos it sasy for Mao to appear as a defender of sclf-
determination, Chou En-lai's obscene insistence, the very day of Ben
Bella's overthrow, that the '"second Bandung" congress convene as
scheduled exposed the simple truth that Mao’s China 48’ a great deal more
precccupied with its challengo-to Russia than with its concern gither for -
a revelutionary third world, op for a meaningful attsok on American
dmperialism, ' : -

Theorstically Mao had designated the Afro-Asian lands as "the
storm center of world revolution.™ Pragtieally, Algiors, in July 1965,
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oted that Mao was too ready to ans countererevolution itsclf
provided only that he has his platform! And what is his platform?
Far from being a shift from the proletariat in the industrialized VWest
to the peasantry of the East, or an uncompromising principled all-cut
attack on the cgpitalist West, Hao was out to counterpege the third,
independent non-Commnist world, not so much to capitalist USA as to
Communist Russia. Indeed the latter desire predominated over &ll other
conalderations to so total a degree that Mao curbed both his anti-
Amarican passion and the overriding need to mobilize a unified force
against American imperislist war in Vietnam, Thus, it was not the cap-
italist Vest he was trying to displace; it was Russian commnist infiu-
enca., His arrogance, however, has no bourdds, and so he dubs his challenge
to Rugsia for leadership of the Commnist world ~— now openly extended to
a struggle for domination over the independent third world, as nothing
short of "Marxist-Leninist” world rovolutlonary struggles. And so
dec{.dent is the capitalist Weet that he has millions of listenara and
followers, ' '

. ‘ Nevertheless, an African delegate was overheard to swf he
was as "weary" of the Sino-Soviet conflict, both of Ats wings, as of
Westerrn imperialism. ‘ .

. ~ As-against the new stage of the Sino-Soviet conflict marked
by Mao's possession of the A=borb, there occurred, in the same month of
'October, 1964, a student revolt at the University of Californias at
Berkelgy. This third, small event of that memorable month, so urrelated
to the two intermational specticulars as to seem urrelatable to anything
of truly eventful aignificance, nevertheless evolvad in such a way that,
by the end of the year, not only had the students' struggles with the
urdversity administration involved them in a massive sit-in, followed by
8 strike of thousands in support of the 800 arrested students, but the
Frea Speech Movement had wrought such bagie changes in the political
climate in the whole country that it was soon able to "rroduce” the
teach-ins and demonstrations against tho Johnson administration's
bembing of North Vietnam, Theroby it had indeed become a nationgl, even
an internationsi event, - '

Not only that., Prec becauge the Fr oh_Movement
sh of

wag a force for freodem, it has emerged as gsymbolie of nothing short
a _now gonoration of radigcals peady to Pall up by its roots 2 world it
did not m‘a. .

The concreto developmont of the Free Speevh Movement, which
arose under the whip of the counter-revolution in tho Bay Area, discloses
how 1t gained this momentum and, in turn, imparted it to others., Its
struggles against the univeraity administration was only one side of the
strugeles The other was its sudden, almost accidental, unfurling of a
coicept of alienation in which the student body could recognize itgelf,
This shock of recognition of Atself among the alienated ones, raised
entirely new problems in oducation and in scolety among white privileged
youth as well as underprivilegod Negroes and found the.activity on a
labor picket line more moaningful than the academic course in sociology,




Lg.
Final and above all, the Ne Revolution which inapired the Free

Speoch Movament to practice civil discbedience, also led to & geawrch for
a_new theory, a humanist theomy, the positive counterpart to the theory

of alienation,

Maturally we did not know, nor could we have known when we
met in September 1964, that such an exploaion was in the making,in
Goldwater territory at that. But while the movement's very spontanelty
precluded pradictions, our philosophic preparations helped us "be" theras.
It i3 oo accident that, in all the flood of analyses that have slnce baen
produced, ouw and ows alcne held as one practice and theory, This spon—
taneous affinity of idems and activity led to Savio’s congent to be part
of the FSM pamphlot, Together with tho Negro Revolution the student
movement led to the following amazing development: Where, in 1964, we
met under the whip of the counter-reveolution also in the osgification of
thought, we are now witnossing the_boginnings of a movement toward the .
philosophy of Marxist-Humanism, . This should mean a growth of N & L
Committees. Yhile the question of organizational growth .is contral to
this pleaum, it will be dealt with in detail in the organizational
reports. Our concern here is with the philosophical and political
implications of an emergent "New Left" -~ and not only in the USA but -
in the world overe_f : )

This is not omly o national phenomonon. In Japen, for example, ’
the oclections have revealed two contradictory phenomena. On the one hand,
an anti-Stalinist Left has appeared. On the other hand, it seems over-.
whelmed by the mass outpouring of votes for the CP. The question,
however, is: will the world be subjected to an Oriental version of the -
tragedy of France? Won't we ever learn from the hard lessons of history
-~ that despite a mags CP, and votes sufficient in . Tumber to be a
decisive force in a ccalition governmont -- what resulted after more than
a decade of pre-revolutionary situations and maes Commenist strength was

not & workers' but a COaullist France!

' . Lest anyonoe bo misled by the split in the Sino~Soviet orbit
either to think of Macism as a genuino revolutionary class foree, or,
Tor other reasons, to 1nll himself to sleep by thinking that a phenomenon

similar to Gaullism "cannot happen here" (Japan), we must turn from the
evonts of the day to both history and theory, especially the latter. The
need is called for not only becauso the events of 1964 did not fall from
the sky but are linked historically to the 1950s, but also because the
doath of Lenin as far back as 1924 has left a void in the Marxist movement

that must, once and for all, be filled.

Theory 4s a_haord tasimaster, Th does nob excusc great rev-
clutionaries, whether martyrs like Rosa Luxemburg or lenders of an actual
proletarian revolution like Leon Trotsky; or, £ t mwat thather

u think you're break n ound among ‘ths a bo a Meo
Tao~tung of the Long March or a Fidel Castro of the ghort mareh, Practice
always confyonts theory and theoroticians with ever nei situations, Hig-

tory does not discharge theory from its responsibility to transcend what
& B ] - .
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What Is Thoory? Our Contribution

* As a theoretician you either measure up to the damards of both
practice and history or you don’t, None was more faithful, and tried
harder to measure up than Froderick )
great both in publishing Velumes II CAPITAL ag well as his
oun works and in activity of "the party,” Since, hewever, he wng not the
originn) thinker Marx wis, his popularizations reveal him as congiderably
less of a dialecticion than Marx, But he proscrved the heritage and the
movement did not suffer,. Unfortunately for Trotsky, history had moved S0
fast that just ™o preservo” the heritage was not enough; not to move
forward meant to move backwerd, . This is precisely what Lenin zrasped

nd International along with tho bourgeois
world of the 19th contury. This As preeisely why, at the sight of the
collapse of the Intarnational, he felt an Irresistibl '
ernational which betrayed 1
t which had ben incapable of elaborating a mothodology that -

would have anticipated it. Not for, academie purposes but to regain hig

-oWn reason ho had to roturn to the origing of Marxism in Hegelian
philoaophy, SR . - T

Trotsky felt no such compulsion at the sight of the Rugsian
workers' stato boing
Moscow Trials staged ) ‘
of the revolution including himself; noer when the Hitler-Stalin Pact gave
the green light to World War II; nor whon war broke. out and the Red Army
shoited itself to be no different from any capitalist army; nor carlier,:
when the anti-labor “labor laws® were cnacted, . : '

: . Where Lenin' had grasped at ‘tho dialectic law of the “trans~
formation into opposite" not alopo to oxplain the.movement of capitalism ,
from compatitive to monopoly but also to oxplain its workings inside
labor, Trotsky satisfied himsolf with his economist analysls of any ever-
more "usurping” bureaicracy, leaving “nationalized property” as untouched
as he left tho class naturo of Stalinism and its methodology untouchod,

No wonder that, whers tho rasult both of Lenin's philosophic studies and
listening to the masses that were 1002 more revolutionary than the party"
led to Ya new wniversal” -- to & man ~= that the population "to a man®
weuld either run production and the state or there would be no new
socioty, Trotsky's constamt repetition of what vas in 1917 led to nothing
‘more than tailending Stalinism. -This, despits-a decade and a half of
criticism of the Stalinist burcaueracy for. "usurping"” power!

Trotsky had failed, the cpigones could hardly be

loft them a atillbirth,

the new forces and new.

situations in Wostarn t, holeft the movement
disoriented and eplit, ) L :

. Tho first attomptto £A11 tho thooretisal vold logt ty Londn
and moet the ehallonge of roality,was the analysis of the class naturc of

the Soviot Union made throughout tho decade of tho 1940a, ‘By 'linking
tho cconomic laws of tho actual dovelopment of the Russian economy to
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thoss analyzed by Marx in CAPITAL whose logic led to the concentration
and centralization of capital "in the hands of one single capitalist on
corporation” without basically changing the capital-labor rclationship,
the theory of state~capitalism accomplished a gread deal more than a
correct class analysis of the phenonenon of Sta2linism. It re-established
what is soclalism, what is the role of labor, the gonditions of labor,
the development of labor without which there is no new social order, but
only a new form of exploitation of labor. And, 4in place of the poetty-
bourgeois psychological exposes of the “gods that falled,” the state-
capitalist tondency, on the one hand, showed that, for from being only
"Rusgian,” state-scapitalism was a new world stage, and, on the othar hand,
that it wag inseporable from new forms of labor revolt with which Marxists

mist align themselves instead of tailending -Stalindsm, :

Basic as this departurc was from Stalinism and all its hangers-
ong it was not complote because it left only implicit whot was philogoph-
dcally new, Without a new philosophic penetration, Marxism as the theory
of liberation fails to concrotizo itself, The statc-capitalist tendency
diad point to where it ghowld be found, bubt it nevertheless' kept
eluding us. Vith the death of S;alin, however, ag a movesont from.
practice that wag about to shatter to smithorcens the ililusion that
worksrs under Commnist totelifarisnism could be "braimwashed” and could
not,-in any case, revolt, a philosophic breakthrough occurroed.

_ This took tho form of two lotters -May 32 and May 20,1953 ~=
that, at first, appoared quite abstruse and dealt with the “Absclute :
Idea.,"* Novertholess, with its pinpointing, gix wocks bofors the actunl
outbreak of the ecedonted June i East German Revolt, of a movement
from practice as intogral to tho unity of theory and practice comtairied
in beth Hegel®s "Absolute Idea™ and in 'Marx's concept of ™new forces amd
new passions for the reconstruction of sotiety,"it prepared us "o beM
there when it did erupt. That is to say, it enabled us to have owr ears

-attuned to these new voices and enabled us to begin concretizing the
philosophic breskthrough both in the type.of workers' paper we wanted to
publish, and in inceting the challenge in theory to work a restatement of
Marxdsm for our age that would match the grandeur of the mass action
from below, By 1955 the shape of the papor, me we know, was NEWS &
Alfu'lj‘rms. Bly 1957 the theoretical statemont became a whole book, MARXISHM

For our purposes today, however, the significance of rolling
history back to the 1950s is to seo the simple tsuth that the workers'
revolt in Fast Germany (which was followed in a few weeks by a revolt in

*Along with the very first tronslation of Lonin's Phile c_Notebooks
these letters were reproduced in ocur first publication-as an indepondent
grouping called NEWS & LEITERS, Hovember 1955. ‘The introductory note
called attention to the fact that tho wrgoncy of owr times demands that we
break also with tho procedent sot by Lonin who had kept his philosophic
notobooks private: "It is high time to abolish thu division botwoen tho
'theoretical leaders® and *tho rank and file' as woll as betweon'tho
ingide' and 'the outsido'.,.thoso notos and the lottors ara being pube
1lished for gll who are intorosted to read."
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the forced laber camps in Vorkuta inside Russia itself), and not the
displacoment of Stalin by other burcaucrats, first Malenkov and then
{hrushehev began a new historde epoch, a new stage in tho consciousness

ef freodom and the struggle to moke it real. On the other hand, neithor
lYino's gotting tho bomb, nor the fall of Khrushchev, in 1964, initiated a
fundamentally new movemont in tho world. On the contrary, the one and the
othar are tut a contimvation of what bogan in 1953 with the death of
Stalin in Russia and the ?victory" of Mac in Korca. Both were no more
than the continuations of the Stalinist counter-revolution begun with the
destruction of the worker's conti-ol over his conditions of labor.

Vhere the Tost German workers' strike agoinst ®work norms”
wrote a now page of frcedom in history's book, signalling tho beoginning
of the end of totalitarinnism, the fall, as the risc of Khrushchev, meant
a counter-move to labor's liberation and its “advice" how %o "de-Stalin-
ize" Of course, once there was an open revolt against state-capltalist
rule calling itself Cmmmism, the latter, in turn, had tc assume new
forms of rale, a “softening." - But there was nothing "soft™ about the
Russian might used to put down the rovolt., HNor was there a return to

- Marxist thoory. Quito the contrary. 'The year before formal de~Stalin-
jzation begon, at the 20%h Congross of the Russlan Commnist Party, there
.was one more attempt to kill the very idea of freedom -from Communism, :

The new attompt took the form of a philosophic -Ydiscussion,” i.e.,; an
attack on the Humanist Essays of Marx by one V. A, Karpushin, The year
was, 1955, the year of the first Afro-Asian Solidarity Conference in
B-.rﬂung, which had given both Mehru snd Chou En-lat such i1Jugions of

. grandeur, It was also the year of our birth as NEWS & LETTERS, establishcd
on the occagion of the second annivarsary of the June 17th East German

‘Revolt, Without knowing the occasion for Karpushin's scomingly merely
acadomic criticism,(the world had not been told that Imro Magy, An his
lettor to.the Centrdl Commiktoo of the CP, had raimed tho questlon of

_ Humanism) wé novortholoss stated that its significance was not cohausted
by exposing its errors but by recognizing the simple truth that tho
underlying philosoply of the East Georman revolt hed only been driven
underground, not dostroyod, that it was sure to roappear -- and not Jjust
in thcory. :

_ As the whole world now knows, the very noxt year the unrost
over all of Eastern Burcpc camo to a climax in the Hungarian Revolution
which did raisc the bamer of Marx's Humanism, As wo soe, tho historde
ralationahi bot.ween 039 and reality is not just o thooretical
auestion, It is theo way, tho only way, to bosoms the livineg subjoct in
the dinlect movement for realiz the the of liboration,

So the rotrospective look is for purposes of illum.‘mating the
present revolta and aspirations and distinctions from the mere surface
appearancos,. Let's stay ono more momont in 1955, this timo for purposcs
of viewing the now in tho East, In contrast to Bandung's touting of
"peacoful co~mtistence” and a "non-dogmatic" approach to the national
revolutions (in both inatsnnon Mools revisioniem preceded Khrushnhw'a)
wo, by kooping our eyes glued to now movements instend of new nta,
ware also, in thecry, both re-cstablis Marx's philosophy :Ln 11:3
original form of Humanism, and breaking new ground on the Afro-Asian
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revolution by following the new departure in theory which Lenin ¢stablished
in 1920 with his Thesos on tho Hational and Coloninl Question, MARYISIT :
AND FREEDOM was followod by a pamghlet on the /Afro-Asian Revolutions

which stated:

"The leaders of tho African Revolution mro not relyin:
solely on the creative energy of the masses, proletarian or peasant or
primitive, not because they are independent of 'doctrinaive Haryism,?
‘but bacause they are deperient upon the capitalistic road to industrinl-
izoticneaes

“The point is to start not nlone with the econemic situation
-~ the world stage of capitalism «- but with the maturity of o age, 4
people fighting and dying for froodom is mature enough to take destiny
in theixr owm hands, not alone politically, but precisely with the very
ground of politics -- the kind of labor man performs. A prolotariat
- advarced enough to question the kind of labor man pertforms ot the stage
of Automntion has moved from the ansucr of more and mere machines, They

gsee that tha class answer is the humanist answer.ee.

- "This (Lenin's) point of departure in theory -~ industrixliza-
tion without capitalism -~ rested, of course, on a big IF, if the prol-
otariat of the advanced countries came to the aid of their btrothars in
the underdeveloped countrics.® ) L o .

In a word, years before lzo ¥ discovered” Lenin’s 1920 thesis
An order to misread it for purposcs of the Sino-Soviet conflict in the
19608 by claimirg that the wholo wolght of revelution had shifted from
the proletariat in the ¢itles to tho peasant grmy in the villages -~
"the siorm centers of world revolubtion™ -- we had shown thot the
Astrabivo montality, that is to say, tho intellectusl buresuowab, wes the
an of the unfol rovolutions in the eity and in the ¢ ust as

‘the 1labor bureancrat wis in the trads unions, i

Objective developments in tho 19505 made the whole question of .
the role of the intellectunl a critical one not only vhere, as lioo put it,
"the East wind prevails over the Vest,” tut also in the West, speciiically
Paris, 1958, when do Caulle camo to power, Ve then ro-raised tho ques-

- tion not meraly in the form of o critiquo of Commnism, Chinese or ©
Russian, but of the non-Commnist Loft, not excludinx ourgelves. Ve folt
it waz high time not Just to placo tho blamo on others but o take on the
rosponsibility for the unity of theory and practice curselvos.

In tho August 1958 issuo of NEWS & LETTERS we wroto:  "Far
from accepting his responsibility, the Marwist theoretician nowodays
tants to shift all responsibility to the workers gyocept that of leadorship,
Tt will not dosesoOn the basis of noyw listening by him, and pew doling by
the proletariat, the theoretician can create a philoscphy which the pro-
lotariat recognizes as the new qunlity of his am thoughts and asplrat-
ions for total freedom: freodom from oconomic exploitation and firom
political rule by a new intelloctunl olite. Ina word, freedom to ro-
construct the sholensss of manssss'fithout unfurling such a banner as a
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firat step to any truly new social order, why should workars liston to
ilardst theoreticiens any more than they do to 'thoir own' labor :
burpdueratg?™

Now, the rolling back of history to the 19503 to luminate
the prosent situation, whether that bo 4n Japan or the USA, in Vostoarn
Europe or in China, in Afriec or Latin imerica, does not, of course, yot
answer the queation of today. In the same wny, tho tracing back our
philosophic begimnings to 1953, and pinpointing owr unique thooretlsal
contributions do not yob ansirer the gueostion what to do now. Thrt is
the henrt of any perspectives. .

II: The New, Genurnti.on of Redienls and Our Tasks

-
re————

’ It goes without saying thot we comtime our activities, ot the
top of which stand our participation in the Negro Revolution and anti-

war aclbivities, And it zoes without saying that in nelther case are -thoy
uneriticsl, though thoy may be as pert of other organizations® activitiss.
Thus, on the mabtber of tho differcnce betweon the intense activitios
against the Viotnam war and tho pallid ones against the US imperialist
invasion’ oi‘ Santo Domingo, WO wero compelled to point outs

‘ "washmgton 1z also banld.np on the fact that other ng Povers
will let it get auay with the counter-revelutionary net in Dominics even
as it let Russla get syay with it in Huneary, and China in Tibot. :
Because each Bilg Powar has its recognized 'spherc of influenco,’ a power
grab in that spharo is protested by the othea.' in words orly, and no actiecn
follows the words: Unloss the point of contention'is eithor an intesral

element .of its natlonsl interests or becomes pivotal to the global
-struggle for paer, as Vistnom has becoms, the merely ncminal protest
uni‘orhmtely affects also the protest movemants within the ‘apgressor
country.® - Thus, where the. demonstreticns, marchos, teach-ins, agoinst
the war in Victnam are numorous, powerful, voosal, that is to say, louvd
and effective, whethar voiced or uritton, those agailngt the war in the
Dominican Republic, uhich is totally unjustified but not pivotal to
global power, are hardly more than whispered posteripts. Yot it is by
this, Just this protest which would thereby become an act of inter
Americen clpss sulidarity that history 1will make its Judgment on fmerican
revolutiomrica.

“Outaide of direct strugrlcs, such as strikes for difforont
conditions of labor and Megro strugglos for full equality, no strug;les
for frocdom are more challonging to tho fmerican rulinhg class than the
strmigylés in Loatin Americn, For it is by its impordalist advontures and
mot Just by the 'expanding frontler! that American capitalism vas enabled
to doprive the workers of tho industrinl unionism they had won in Europs
at the tuwrn of tho century, btut had not won hare until Depression hit the
United Statos itsolf. Amorica’s plunge into imperialism at tho ond of
the 19th century marked also its victory over Populism. Abovo gll, its
imperialist adventures, as that of all tho West, was trilllantly white,
end thus fastoned on the Nogro an infordor status North as well as South.”
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Since the postimr strikes, that is to say, very nearly two
doeades, nothing has happoned on the .mordcan sccne that ean in any way
compare with the tegro Revolutien that began in earnest with the 1950
gitins and has gained momentum ever since. This is the most Important
dovclopmont not only for an Jmorican Revolution but alsc for world dev-
clopments sinee it touches both the basic relationship of a proletnrian
Wegt to tho East and a black revolution's impaet on, and.relationship to,
the Lfro-hisian-Latin ircrican world. Therefore, to divert in any way
from this developmont is, Ihr:d.sticallx speaking, criminal, _

Of coursa, activity in the many Vietnam orgonizations is not
the type of capitnlist divorsion that Prosident Johnson embarked on
when he gave his civil rishts bills and "war on poverty” programs the
"~ kind of spurious radicalism that would attempt to mobilize the country
for imperinlist wars in .@ia or latin Jmerica or anywhore else in the
world. Novorthelogs it is a divérsion, ..nd it is 2 diversion that may
very well end in frustration for all froodom fighters once tho Big Powers
" docide somcthing is Mnogotinble! and unprincipled deals bogin to be made.
Ve camnot, thorefore, under any circumstances pet any activities above
thogo of the American Revolution and the principles of iorxdist-Humanisms
It becomes imparative not to let whet the new goneration of radieals,
white and Negro, have caught on to -~ Marxist-Humanist philosophy =~
revain only implicit. Unless it is mode explicit, Marxist-Humanism
- w1l bocomo degraded ‘to tho kind of idea that is 'boo impotent to beecomo
roale ,

Philogophy i3 not a one way ronds Just as it leorns anew
from every mass movemont ond newly-devoloping objective situntion, so too
. mist the practieal movement havy its cars attuned t6 organizational
growthe Without 4t, oven the unity of thoory and practice would moke us
only half-mon, To bo whole men moans to be so fully aware of our unique-
ness as to nccop‘t ne half-wny houso botweon the activity of the day and .
the "final aim," Marxist-Humanism is not just for tomorrow, It is daily
activity, .2 by activily, as always, weo include also that of thinking .
-~ which will assure tomorrow's being. From the great French Rovolution
that onded in a anoloon to tho greater Russian Revolution that ended in
a S5talin, thore have been altogother too many soured revolutlons, Ve
cannot wait for the day after, when a buréaucracy has alrcachr formed,
to ask what happens after we havo won the battle,

What 1s new, what i3 precedent-brecking in a clags way, is
neither the Jehnson administration's imperialist moves nor the pacudo-
rovolutionary words of lMao's China. that is new is this new goneration
of radicals which hrzx amergod in the 19603, which is unsullied by past
compromises and refuses to compromis new, and which thorefore was

od to raisc the philogsophic question despite itsprediloction for
"non=idoological™ battles. Here, wo nlono, unconneoted with any atate
power and armed with a comprehonsive philosophy, con and must seo that it
bocomss a movement which is not only against tho status quo, but for a
noW, totnlly now soclety on truly human foundations,

The vory fact that tho aﬁrugglos aro congrote means that thoy
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cannot bo scparated from froodom in thoupht, Just as it is impossible to
mako frocdom a reality only in thought, so it is impossiblo to make it n
roality outside of the consclousncss of frocdom. Al man’s histery, as
the oneyelopedic Hogol had fathomed, is a record of prosgress in the
consciousnoss of frowmioms The new dimension that Marx added was tho
Larthiness of this froedom, the vision of tho now socicty as tho wholow
ness of man achioved through labor's libeoration from tho division botwoen
montal and manual labor imposed oo men by class exploitative socictics, .
Tho muelear world we live in malkes what wag theory for Marx sheer necess-
ity for us, No exchanme of "East® for "West™ or vice versa can achiove
Lhis. Oniy tho solf-activity of the masses can, amd only their self-
development can assure that the froedom of tho irdividual is tho basis of
Ireedom for 211, Tho cnergy and the uncompromising attitudes tho youth
 have brought into the movement will help clear away the accuwmlated
intellectunl sloth in ths movement,  The very fact that the youth of
today, as seen in the Berkeloy revolt, among others, have rediscovered
the theory of alienation and its converse, Humanism, holds the key to se
nev o relationship of theory to practice that it mny well shape the course
of future developments. - ’ -

Three basic orgahizatioml conclusions flow from this:

1) , The contral point of our work for the next yoar must
revolve around tho jouth both in the Negro Revolution and in the studomt
youth anti-yar movements. Yo alono can make explicit the Marxist~-Humanism
that is implicit in their recognition of the alicnations of this society,

. 2} THE FREE SPEECH MOVEMENT .ND THE NEGRO REVCLUTION, which
captures that olcmont in their ovm words as well ag ours, must.not only
be our "best scller®, which it alrcady is, tut must bocome an organizer
for Marxist~Humanism both in N & L Committees and in autonomous groups
- should youth profer theso. Townrd that ond we should do ail ‘wo can to

" establish roots in Berkeloy. ' ’ T

: * 3) This does not mean that we have moved "away from the concept

" ‘of NY as tho market placo of ideas which domands the cstablishment not

. only of a loczl but of a sub-contor. It does mean, howover, o flaxdbility
in the timing and the concopt of its rolationship to tho now’. book,
FHITOSOPHY AND REVOLUTION. For oxarple, after tho roturn from Japan, the
Chairman could try to livo part of thy time in NY rrovided thore is such
full approciation’of tho quintossentinl, importancc of tho bock that tho
. NY frionds, both rank and file and loadership, instead of burdening the

Chairman take full rosponsibllity for the organizational work,
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