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T0 ALL LOCALS {Including Glasgow and iondon) loe Angeles = April 22, 1961

PRELIMINARY BTATEMENT ON CRISIS OVRR CUBA

Dear Friends:

Because the eventn = invemjon of Cubs, statements of Khrushchev
to Kennedy and Kennedy to Khrusbchev, and, above all, Kennedy statement to the
newspaper editors which, obviously wsets the Hew Amsrican imperielist line —
buve moved mo faet thic week} because the idealims of the youth for the Cuban
Revolution can be so easily exploited by the Communists, Russian and American, to
make one forget the troneforzation in Cubas itsmelf of thoe basio rovolution into state
capitalist chamnele, not to mention the mass arrests of all oppogents, including
revolutionzry workere and opponent sadelslicts, anarchiets; because the general
principle of opposition to Yoth poles of world state capitalismes «= U5 and Hussia -
in not too cusy to concretize when one of the poles appesTs &8 the "defenderl of
revolution and one has aatural and politically coxrect revulmion againet the home
imperialisz {in the case the U5); and becsurs the whole question of war and prate
ie involved which will test Marxist Humaniss in the immediaste future, I am teking
thia Lurried esay of expreesing my position at once (the day after the new Kernedy
stutanent) instead of waiting for .ibe end ¢f thewek vhen I will be back in Detroit
and the KZB will begin ita discussions. Faturally anyons in the REB, NEB, or renks
oan do the seme instesd of waiting %11l the usuelly set discusaion tize of our
conferencs labor Day. S o . . .
‘ . - I

First and toremost, we must underétand that the reason that wa have

written so much of theoretlical vold since Lenin's de=th and have unfurlad the
banner of Marxist Humaniem only after years of struggle with both Trotskyiesm and
even Johnsonism, that is the type of sitete capitalimm that stopped short of the
pogitive workers' answer to the reconstruction of mociety on totully new beginnings,
is that we recognized the validity not alone of the workers' self-activiiy but of
his question, indeed demend to have the quesiion, "Wkat heppena after", anzwered
bafora the revolution is betraysd and we are confronted once agsin with & new
Buresucracy we bemosn ex-post-facto instead of pravent befors it sver congeals.

: . In the concrete oiroumstance of the Cuban Revolution which ocould bave
opened &n entirely mew page in history not alons in Cuba, or even the whole of
latin Americe, but of & world thet had slready witneseed the Afruv-Asisn Revolutions
as well as the crushing of the Hungarian Revolution, our record im clear:t (1) The
very first issue of WEWS & LETTERS after the Cuban Revolution succeeded (Feb. 1959(
we headlined our solidarity with it: *"Cuba'e Rewolution Highlights Nass Unrest
in latin America.” (2) While the following year we could see the first staps of
perversion from spontaneity to mtrte~imm, we nevertheless geve cur fimm support,
and especially so o ito expropriation of American capitaiism (Jan. 1960, N/L,
"Cuba Jolts SBtate Dopartiment Domination of Latin America.)™ (3) Haturally we would
have been faithless rot enly to our theory but to the Cuban Revolution if we hadn't
yointed to the inkerent iransformztion intoc opposite that recides in the rule of
the stute, the centralized stete erbracing Sommunist totaliterianism without a
qualm oven ap it brought no fundamental ochanges in the conditions of industriaml
lebor, despite ite agricultural revolution, which likewise was limited. Thus:

(4) (a) both at our convention in the Rezolution on War and Peace (Aug.-Sept. 1960)
we set tho dangers in the smeiting of the world revulution, and (b) this was followed
up in Dec. 196C, with & comprehensive analyais of the revolution two yegrs after in
Two World, whick I now wisk to quote so that we got our principles straight before
we oonfront the prosent events (TW, 12/60)y "Forget Russia for & moment - it was
nowhers around when Pidel Castro marchad intc Havana at the hesd of the July 26th
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ruerilla movemant...The revolutionary peity-bourgeoie lawyer who led this move~
meni had been mo little concerned with Commmnist theory that he gained finaneinl
help from many a Cuban and even mome American liberal American bourgeocis who had
their fill of the corrupt Batista...

"There is no doubt thst with 4he orscthrow of the bloody Batista dic
tatorship, the revolution broke decisivaly with US imperieliem which had plundersd
the Cuban eoonomy. In expropriating the Anmorican capitalistic owners, it mchieved
an agricultural revolution and put an ead to the feudal relation between the Cuban
peasants and Cuban-American plantation owners. At the sane tine, howsver, the power
lay not in peasant committess, but in the state who was the new owner.

"As for Castro's sttitude to the industrial workers, from the very
start his bossist, administrative mentality stuck out from the very first day
of victorious entry inte Havana whem he demanded that the ravolutionary students
knd workers thers put down their ammus...When it (the prol.) did, in due ocourse, at the
firat trade union oongress, queztion mwome econoaio policies of the new government,
Castro ran out of the oonvention, calling it a msadhouse. .

*It ia at this point that a kinekhip wac established between the new
rogime snd the native Cmuﬂiau..&mﬂfs’l‘m ¥WITH WORLD COMMUNISM, FIDEL CASTRD
SEARED THE CORCEPIION OF THE 'BACKWARTNESS OF YHE MASSES! WHO HAD 7O BE LED,

THE BTATE WOULD HRERCEFORTH GIVS THE ORDERS, YHE WORKERS AND PEASANTS WGOULD CORDPINUE

TC WORK HARDER WHILE THE LEADERS CCNTINUED TO LEAD AND SET FOREIGN FOLICY."

The following month (Jan. 1961) we reprinted an article of anarchists
in Havena that showsd the deterioration of the workers standard of 1iving that
paralleled their aot hawing a pingle voice of their own elther inm the press or
in trade unions ot in any kind of workers' souncils. We -warnued.-also-ageingt con-
aidering-all-refugess.of-workerst-nouncils. ¥e warnsd s&lsc againat considering
all refugees as pro-Batista for it had become evident that alfter the first wave of
the bourgeoisis running, ceme the youth and workers who kad besn Xey %o the revolu-
tion esoaping or going underground or being shat Ly Castrots Tiring squeda for .
"eubverting” the revolution hs had traneforaad into its opposite.: Btate sapitalica
may be an "improvement” on faudal-foreign imperialist-prrivate capitalist rula —
dut not muoh, (inoluding law 22 %hat made the worker right at his weekly pay
envelope pay 4% for "industrialiration™ as if the surplus value sxirafted frem
hin didn't pay for thatl). - ’ .

~ The final stage of our anslysis befors the current atiscks op Cuba
soncerned Xhrushchev's appsarsnos at UF in the eabreos of Castro who likewiss
esabraced the bLutcher of the Hungarian Revolution, Kadar, and finally, the
Menifesto of the B1 CPa (1/61) which showed what was the new world line of Russimn ‘
Compunism regarding the Afro-Asian-Iatin American worlds who were being given a
lesson in world politics and the Communist line of wars as not inevitable:
"The war that is not 'fatally inevitable' does not mean that the Russia of sputniks
and ICRM's subordinates its policy in any way to that of 'the Went! On the ccntrary,
Russia championa 'pesceful co-exriutsnce' beoause tho war that i 'not fatally :
inevitable' means that 'the Beat® is walking on glans leat any small war start
& nuclear holocaust, Therefore, the 'indspendent national democracies' may go
far indeed in challenging the U5, and Russia will do all it can to help. In a
word, ‘pescaful co-sxistence' im the carnful nurturing of every crisis from the
Congo to Cuba.™ '
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Now then to the latasi svenis. Obviounly Xennedy has decided that,
desplte the fact that it would plecse Khrushchev no end if the war were started
90 miles from Americun shores rather than 90 milea from Ruesia or from China, he
too cannot tolarsie Castiro’s Cuba. Just as cbviously Fennedy's is completely
counter~revolutionsry and imperialist & role and we will oppooe from beginning to end.

This does not mean we will favur Khrushchav'e "popular" side; &5 we are
as opposed %o Castro as to Cardons. We are either for the workers' ruls and opposed
to totalitarian as well s perlismentary capitalist rule in the apesific conisxt of
& revolution in our time or we show we have no confidencs at all that the workers
can esteblish o vorksrs' stots and wo want "shortcuts” a la Mso's "ooxmynes." If
we rhould be expert at writing, in general, sgeinst both poles of ospital, but
not know them, in ths ooncreto, mersly becauss on€ of them has succesdsd in
Jockeying iimelf into = position that appohrs ms defender of rovolution — 2
the revolution ie not sgainst their rule.

PRECISELY BECAUSE MARXISTS BAVE ALWAYS KSOWN THAT IT DOES XOT. MNATTER
WHO "STARTS THE WAR, BUT TOCK CLEAR-CUT CLASS FOSITIONS, IT BAS REFUSED TO HAVE
ARYTHING TO DU WITH SUCE BOURGEOIS TERMS AS "AGGERESSOR." - .

The reason is more obvious now than when we opposad both n:ld.ea in the

Rorean war becsuse the danger is grestsr, the danger to 4rue revolutionary pro-.

. Bumsian- tank thet got thers.

1

letarian Hn.rxist-ﬂmnium, a5 is obvious from Kennadx’s statement nga:lnst " Eub—
varsjon." _ . .
' The new 18 pot in his ultimstun to the o:-gmié.atipn of Anerican staiu -
“that was to have boen expected ever since thefuban Hevolution began and Kernnedy who
was not in office chafed at tha eeliar as much as Eisonhower uho was in office. -

The naw 15 rot in hin stateumt th:t $he US Goverment's pathnoe io
"not inexhaustible” ~— the plan for the invieior was cbvious from the firat

H

Yhe new is not in his u.ppomnoo that he opposed Casiro's "bet“a.ynl"
of revolution — %that wes his “new Srontier", the mubversion of langusge 2 la
Xhrushchev who uses Marxiom in thet way end taught 'this new atate oapifnlist a
‘lemson or two in bis approach to "noutralima.”

- Ko, the newy — frighteningly new for all of us and thas revoluticunsries
throughout the world — ls Kemnedy's &solsration of the "new mnd deeper struggle¥,
"the struggle that im taking place avery day, without ams or fanfare in thousands
of villages and markeis and glassroous all over %he glows, "(my emphasis)"subver—
sion, infiltration and a host of other tactice oan stesdily sdvance, picking off
vulnerable areas one by one in situations whiok do not permit our own mod inter-
vantion.¥ .

Thio is what muat concern us. This, and not teking sides other thmn-
opposition to both aides, is what we must single out am the threat to the struggle
for the minde of men. This iz far bayond the Cubtan struggle. This is the American
revolution. This is the world anti-wer mtruggle. All this the Kennedy Administra-
tion has desclared war on, and far from battlefields or on them, in {rade unions or
schools, thie "new frontier" will come to nip in the bud whet MeCarthyiem only
blustered about dbut hed ne power to stifle. We must expose, root out this threat
to our every freesdom befors amll 1ife is extinguishod in a nuclear holocaust.

Tows, Rayo 2912




T0 ALL LOCALS (Including (O the Day of tae First Amerioun Astroneut).

Loniun and Glapgow) May 5, 1G61
W.nnLY PCLITICLL LITHLR

The Recent Orowth of the CP's in Vestern Furope snd Especially So in Oront Britain.

PLe Dnily Worrer of london jumped the gun on the ¥orld Press, ircluding
that of Ruocla itecif, by printing a story about the firet world cosomonsut, who
wap pupposed to have orbited the garth and returnod exfely to it — oxcept thot
he wan mo organically injured that be oould not facs the press. Whether that
atory was true or not does not muttisp, {1 a= no eocisntist, but I oould not
be loss interssted in whether thut wus tue first cosonaut aef the officially-
proclaimed first comaonaut, Major Turi CGagarin sag ¢he first end hexlthily-
returnod to earth cogmonaut, because thie racs for epaos har ze much to do
with buannity's develoment as the first industrial revolutioncared about the
wolfare of the workers.)

The point at issus in the contacts ¢f the present wnalysis of what
§5 bappening to the CP'a in Festern Europe is ihat it wep the British Journal
that hud the mocess tu much information. It wam no aceident. Whether it wa
a deliberately right story or a doliverately wrong story, it was undisputably and
. deliberately a world-first story. There ig no mistaking what that did to the
circulation of the paper, mor to its internationnl standing, nor %o ite subsequent
growih and prentige. Nothing suscesds like sucoesz and while it im the kind of
hothouse wuccass, planted by a®foreign miate power”, it will bave i%is British
ranifications that will be as "pursly British" as are ihe recent spies for Russin
- and, unfortunately, soms workers and ideslistic youth, az well as mome $ermished
Intelleciusis. lLet zo one misunderstand that this is only the beginning of its
" presen$ growth., It carries with it dangers for the independent revolutionary.
Herxiste, who must begin by not undsrestimating this new phencuanon. Iimdst
five yeors bave paesed since the revuleion of the Europsans, workers and intellec-.
tuals, against the bloody Nussisn suppreszion of the Hungarien Rev:lution. Bince
then hum come $he firat sputnik, the piotures of $he far side of the avon, Belka
and Strelka and now Msjor Ywrl Osgarin. Space first-adnens Las replaced $ha
myth of Stalin invinoibility and it 1s 80 &uch more "abjective", and, whers
eubjeoted, so much more dymamic & 1a Ehrushchev that it iz a copfort for.the
pon-party oard~carrying istellectual who is nevertheless drewn to the party
card-carrying leadar. ' ) ’j-* ) ‘

: . lainy of the

Ovor & year ago it beceme obvious, in Italy firat, tha(;ﬁLCh'Eﬁani of
thousends who bad bosnm up their party cards after ke Hungarian Revelution had
been suppressed, had returned back to the CF fold. It looked at first as if it
wors only an Italian phenomenss and after all the Italian CP bad even in 1956
Teen noarly two million strong. Agein, Xhrushchev's U psriormance seeand aimed
"only” at the Afro-Asian latin-Amerivan worlds. Bt if you listen oarefully,
you could also hsgo hourd Ehrushohev snying: "Who osin eay thet Franch motbers
whose children ars dying in the fields of Algeria are luess unfortunate then the
Algarian mothers who bury their own sons in tbeir own lands?" It was not unhesded
by the French CP which had been saddled previously by Khrushchev'a flirtetion with
Dslzulle when it looked like DeGauile might undemmine M40, and who, therefors,
had to ohange the linos alpo on ths Algerian Revolution. ' .

The ineularity of Great Britsin is unfortunately not limited to ths
ruling olass. Both becuume the British CP was, in tho first place ineignificant
in comparison to the other Europesn countries, and ‘because the bresk-awey from the
CP after the 1955 Hungerian Hevolution had produced not merely party~oard fourer
uppers, but had astuclly set up tw new jowmzls and innumersble splits and growih

i
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of independent grouping, as well ag the frot thet the CHD {Campaign for Ruolearly
Disarrenzont) hnd been orgenived without tho benefit of the CP, the illusion waz
great that e different, a unique, a nor~Comsunist, a British "Humanist” weriztion
weuld sripe and develop on Yritiub s0il and from thers pormeste the world. I pre—
viously had reperted tLe ocullousnuss of ome @uch indeperdent mind who hed answeros
&y demané that & soclelist must be sguinet beibh polse of world eapltal by pot fall-
ing into the trup of belng ouly sgainat AT, while having p.-“hing to say about
the Fara.w Pact adhorence, by sayings "I am & Britisher, so I must fight my
bourgeoisie and they are purt of HATO. It % up to the Bussian cnd Esst Kuropean
woTkers to fight tha ¥arsaw Pact." It mas ensy to sxposs himj it was not and s
not sasy to akow prove the urgency of a total, comprehenaive, unyislding to the
immodinte obvious demands at the expanse of any much {ASUAL/{f/ roundsd Marxist-
Hupanish, It in thie whioh preoocupiss me now ae I viswyet~mnother mpurt in
growth of the British CP, 7

II. )

1ot us approach the growih in another wey, this time not from tze
$pace-race sUcCCosess, whioh nffuct the "ordinary"” person, but from the pmeudo--
Harrisa pigmirstings to which offiecinl Communism olings so, If the space race
Buocesses malie B4E Fordinkry" porson disregerd the ICBEM ilreat, the U-2 spy plane
definitely gave the Russian orbit the odge, And definitely put the label of
AgETowsoT on Amerios rather than ¢n Bussia. How wminy remeaber that'aggressor”
is a labol revolutionary Marrinis have mothing to do with, Letsuse they know
that it metters not mt all whiok eide pucoeeds in puiting that lubel on the othow,
since the basic, class-line is diwragarded by hoth? Before belug too quick and
"subjective” with our snswer (since we ourselves definitely dddrn't fall into that
$rap), let us remosber that the tendency which conaiders itself mtate-capitslist
in Eagland (Tony C1iff) had analyzed fully, book-length in fact, Hao's Chinc ap
state capitaliut and yet on Fomosn, thought one must take pides witk the"lonmaor
o¥il", 4nd, obviously, that was Hao's China am againat US luperislist.soventh
fleet. . .

, As Cuba sbova presently, 18 Ss not easy %c Be sgingt Soth sides and
hue only to the independent working clesa revolutionary line. Thet mssuns to de
fina only for history mnd thesis writing, mot for ths present and current doing.

Therefore, we must eonfront tho sad, but elesr and shocking reality

thet while the CP'm ¢ gnining now strengths with both the epace raos and the

"peace moves”, the tLird forcs, the third foroe pot of meutralims, which at

. eritical momonta will of necessity be"oeutrally"for one or the other pole of

: world capital, btut the third force of truly independent, truly origincl in ‘

" the sense in whioh Marx mads it the original world outlook of the oless ghat would:
put sn end to all clasess, baw not put itm stazp op world doveleopment, I'1l mot
underesticats what we have done; none have done mors. I am saying that the taske
are becoming ever greater and if we mhut our eyes for so much as a moment to this
new growth of tho CP's, and relax for a motment the need to unfurl our own banner
of Harxict Hunanimm, and stand only under that without deviation of "ameanwhile"
doing"scmatling” for the general movemsnt, we will in ¥ngland perticulsxly, have
no solid theoretio foundetion which others will be ouspelled to ocue t0 AL they
wish this truly new soclety.

’ iri.
Toward that end, I want to deal with the Following points whiok I
hope others will expand and $hen use not merely me the basis for the week's
Educationz]l, but the dbasie for following eventa that will develop objectively
during the next few months. That basis must be two-fold: (1) What/the Bpunimh
Revolution and the World Wer II aftermaths in Western Europe losnone
have for us today;end (2) What the state copitulictfd Joem lacks that only Humanist

philosophy cen relessa. 2914
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The Spanish Revolution in 1937 wae mo gre:t an svent historically,
80 phopom.nal sn achievement day b, day, s0 new in ite immedinte occupation of
the fugtories and its multi~hued politicu) lesdership from Rspublicanian to
anarohism, ma fraught with so potsntial world-wide proletarian doveloments,
not only a;rinst fuwvclam, but ror e new world ascial oriaer, that even ithe
Trotakyists (and Loon Trotal:y wus then living) and annlysing und bearing
upon it the full wiight of bis revolutiomary experience) vory nearly "forgot"
the lioscow Trials. Or &t leant did not draw any Xolationahip botwuen these
infamous frame—ups and the role of Btalinimm in crusking all ofver politicsl
tendencies, evan whon they era pot im power. Despits all the hundrsds of books
on this revolution, and many were quite discerning, monereally dzew the lemsons
of Conmunima in Western Europe. For oxample, for Mopcow nrag, Spanish gold was
paid and yet the strirgs attached impomed the getting rid of political tendenciew
unfavorabls to Stalinisa. For example, inntead of the united front of people
marching seperaiely under their own pollticsl banner, but oiriking together the
sonrson eneny of fusoimn, thora wut substituted the popular front which, under ihe
guies of representing all tendenciew, mectually moant a dissolution of all tendencicn,
into the ons thet hai the powsr. For eymmple, thes Pruls or $uin policy” =f Stalinica
wss taken in very mearly a journaliatic sense inastesd of She ocount ar=-rovolutionsry
e3nence that it wes not only when Stalinim was in power ¢that 4t was countesr—
revolutionary. The examples aTe irmumermble snd many who oould 1iet them and,
therefore, fougit Staliniem in *37~'41 forgot all ebout it when Naziar ran over
Vestern Europe and in the Hesistance Movement they once mgein met Stalinists ea .
"ocaradea”, The Fusult was, st the erd of Worlé War II, when Communism hed become
80 grout a wass foros in Western Furnpe thet the populer saying was "The; oould
take power by 1ifting & tslephone,® no ope asked why they 2idn't S¥ef 1ift a tale—
phone to take power, much less drey the conclusion from it thet they would rether
bave the counter-revolution tbnn entrust the ruvolution to the melf-active masses.

Only one break from Stoliniesc ooourred and that was Staliniet. T ex
referring to the Yugeslavian hraek from the Bussign orbit oniy after it itpelf
wan & stute power. In & word, thers was mo Tite in Weslewn Europs, becauss no:
CF had stats power and none wee gouing to-get 3t unlesa thoy had totsl oonfidesnoy
. ip the mamgen peorganising society and, therefors, 41d not meed to Wait upon the

Red Avay tc 1ift them %0 power. Kons wanted the self-active aassés to have power.
Just ws state capitalim hrd come 4o siay, 8o had the state caplialist mentality
of She nuw intellactusle] in or out of power.

. it is for this remson thot Trotekyimm feiled after World Ver II %o
becoms & wass powar. It 14 for this rencon that the indepsndsnt irtellectual,
who broke with the CP in 19%6, could mot gwin a aass following. It is for this
roagon that thome parts of the state capitalist tondencies (Jommmonima in Amerioa
and Tony OLiff ia Britain) had mo independent banner to unfurl when war cleouds
gothered over Formoaa. It 18 for this Xeanon thet no existing leadsrahip maw in
sutcmation the mew husanismn eriss out of the vory deily 1ife's dattles of the
. proletariat with thet inhuman mods of production. It ix for this reason that
after we did unfurl the Narxist-Humaninst banner with beth MARXISH AND FREEDOM ard
HIWS AND LETTERS, that mo intellectual "flocked" %o it. It is for this roeason
that wo ars onge again fated with the growih of the CF just at the time when
Amorican imparialism ic wo utterly nakxed a3 not to have = defendent amopg its om
#llies, for none bas a fig leaf to offer it. It is for this reasom that tho
Eritish friends muet, in foeing up to the roality of the space race, the nuclear
holosaust, end the innoownce running for any cover that we must concretice the
theory where it is the 1life and aotivity ef the masees aspiring 6 Zreedom.
Notiing short of that will bulld » movemeni in Europe or in Americs,

N
Ve
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DiG:Uiut AN MM RVICL BAUTIIG AT TH Ph..INT STAGT. OF PRIF

JCE CLILIS

In the mo.th L April, ri kt in the oidst o tue cziiis over luou anc Cubia, can. the
much more terrifying thro:t EBawew ic i'rence. Thit four cx=pgenozule with no greater
& “anec™ baoe t.on & fow thousind colons eoull turciten tic exziatence, not unly of
rinc willioe Al erien Koolims deterulnel tu grt thoilr froodos and engeged in a drawn-
out bloody war now sevor years old, but the whole of France mpouks volumos about the
docline of French eivilisation. That Delinulle osn still appour "left™, although in
three yeurs of total power which he Lal getten {rom Just such & putach, he hus done
absolutoly not.:ing "to solve” ilLe Algerian Har, muckh less tho fute of rrunce shows
soain how protrocted the death sgony of u oiviiization can be. That mo leng’ than

ten million Frenck woriers throughout the lengsk end breadta of Frunoe can mobilize
themcelves and put &n end to the ibroat should, once and for sll, put an end to all
the huer of ralicals frosn Communisis Lo Narxists {ouoh sz they aic in France; who had
only one word for the frll &7 the Fourth Republic and that was “avathy",; working-class
apathy. Uniortunately, that won't pat sn end to it for the crisis contivuas and the
impotence of woriing~class lencership renauins unchanged. ’

The move on tha purt of tae Kenncdy administration $o onbance ihe role of.
BATO by granting it an -sdvisory oupacity for "the West™, not merely in Durops, but’
throughout the world, rust be seen ap the enpltuiistic correct reuding of the mossce-
signo uf the tiges, They ere not mis-Touding the maus powsr of the proletariat a8

*apathy" snd thoy are-making sure tunt DeCsulls ani not 1t4bs glvan all the credit

for both "stopping" the planned invasion of Faris and $he fotal dictatoriszl powera
for mtopping in fact the forward move of the proleterist. Everything for the glozry.
of the powers-thai-be in the"West", as eguinet the powera—thstébe in the "Zzat".

Whet is to be done? In 1958, vhen DeGeulle come to power, there scemed
40 Do three answera msong thoms vho knew there wno no differcnce betwoen either .
Rucsis or Amorica, Communism, capitslims or exisieniialismy (1) Workera' Committece
bad to be establiched mn? to call for them st this time was the only thlng to be done,
Wgo thal the working elass will know ita owr fores and will deteraiune, demcoratically
the objestive wiich it wante %o etruggle fox and the methods it wants to us@e.«{to
nchieve) workerc' power." (Tribune Suvriersj. (2) "Woxkers' Copnittaen, even if
there wes 8 networ: of these gomaittees vhroughout Franoe, mre not, cunnot b2, nor
can they substitute for the working~cluss pariy. It sust be added, however, that
"he revolutionary party will fall ahsrt of its historical ek if it dees not imow
how to work as the vengusrd of these ocmmittwss...” (Battaglia Comsunists).  And (3}
our own answer of the meed to unfurl a totzl roply, that ie to say, that while only
the workerc can dscido, and they have not yet uad tLeir lamt say, we cannot use thet
ae &n excuse to.shoulder thom with the responsibility of the theoreticians tu give
the philosephic anowor of Hunanise, wiich answer ghould huve beon posed throughout
tho 1950's. The urgency of the prerent situsiion demended that we curselven oonfront
both the current orisis end the situation throughdnt Purcope sinoe the end of World

¥er II.

It wac not merely a guertion of tho workers “kmowin." iis own force, but
of the intcllectunls or groupinge of workers gnd intellaotualsa, or the "party” working
with the Nopues WOAECANPCIET Trecpwel. Tood fTow muok of its own peet.

That "freefon froa its peat" did not mesn freedon ironm Merxiom, tut freedos
from “taking it for granted" $nstesd of remtuting il anew and goaprvhensively Jor its

time.
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tyer since not much L.t been dore by any group in Frunce that in any
soriout wm.y conlrunted toic ounllenge, much lees anowered it. Thoe groupt go on
cx.ctly er they have been througheut the 1u%4'c and dntc 1%01. A fe now meginined
tbat portray either the split froa the Commniste after the 1950 Hun,arien Revolution
wné pomo Te-proument on top with tho unlikely, but unjortunstely mctual, fupicon of
a Plorre heville ant Kenlen-irenoe. . & Jesn-Teul Sertre never renlly Uroke froa the
Comuunists, though he oriticiged ihe sup Tesnion of liun Ty, while some editors of
Arpument. in breuking not only {rom Comwunima but lerxios, have written sone revekling
wriiciss sbout the role ol the French in%telligentsis, whiol shows a continueddline
of apoiogetios for t.oee in power lasting £11 the wey fron the enlightenzent through
the existontinlict, becuuno oyviously they went to Menguge" or "disengrpe" in yolitics
R progided that activity in the z&aop moveoant would not marry with
it "responsidbilitieo of lecdership”) hence the willinmece to bo the puwns ol tunc Cie
nfhoucht™ bus ite linitetions —= wien, to in$2llectuals, but not when it comez to
their stopping the furwarl movemoni of the maos.a. :

%o can lewrn morg frow the wnmmy, the rosl class enemy, {in this cuee
Yennody's now progocition to FATO) than we cun lozrn from sone allvged co-thinkers.
The enmy tells us they will not let go of EvTure, that it iz still the key to the
world situstion, mo much so that the United Stotss will give up somi of ite prerogk-
Siveo of lesdership . ¥het is it %he oo=thinkexrs may that evon show: an swarenesos -
thot the hour ic lated ' ‘

) ' To undersiand our vonstant amphusis on compreheneslveness of stutcment,’
revolutionary cialcetic, Uegelian origing of Harxism, ths humanise which is our

abpolute for this era, I would like to osll attention to the oritical 1920-21 period
in %ussia when lenin brought in the question of dinlectics into the Trade Union debute
with Troteky and Bukbarin. lenin goes 8o far as to put right alfter the word “iarxisa"
"i.e. dislectic logle" to contrnet %o dislectics eclecticism, stressing that "no
mistakes, inciuding peliticsl mistekes, omn be properly oxplainsd unless one gote
right down to ito thaoratiocal roote in the mind. of one who makos the mistake, on tho
basiw of definite, delibersiely ndopted propouitionn...diahctical logio demands
thst we take un vbject in its development, 1is v gelf-movonent' o8 Hegel sometimes
puts it, in its changes. In relation to & plops this is not clesr % once, but even
% glass doce not remain uncharged, particularly the purposs of the glass, its ues,
connestions with the purrounding world. Thirdly, She whole of human experience should
entor the full 'definition' of en object s % oriterion of the truth and us a practical
index of the object'e conneoilon with woet mun reguires. Fourihly, disleotical logle
teuchoe thut 'shere ie no abetruet trubl, truth is always ooncrets.” (lenin's Selected
Works, Volume IX, pages 62-66).

If I may paraphrise the whole ssnence of that trade union debete in which
dialectic and concrete, theoxy rmaod practichrelstionahip to the musses av "ochools
of Communiem"; ruther than state and party pleyed a role that is most applicible to
* ue todsy, it would be %o may +hat u thooreticsl sriiole in & quarterly is not ooncrete,
where.s & book io conorate in tnat over—all senac of comprshensive; that a Horxiat
groupinghs Telationship to the wasaes, both in the shop and in ths nationalist froed.a
aoverent when it exciuder theory is not oonorete, while our reletionsilp to the nopces
which acoepts a ronponsibility for theoTy i0 concrete) a (dsregerd of intelloctunle
eithsr 28 individucls or ms goupin.s i neitkor dielectic.l mor conercie, even it
it io supposediy baped on the grouter interecrt in mneo movement, while an analyceis
of such broak-swaye as & reflectisn of the muse movemont woull not have becn only
oconerete but g preparstion for nod huving: been in the suue oll plroe &3 the oulbroak
of the now oricie. fThe owosen mey ebill pucce.2 in cheking up tuese co-thinkers to
2 responsibility of thoir tmsk, but the hour in indecd late.

Tours,
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The pre-ort 14 petd o cenfertncy ot Gen ve o leoe Inciuteny pryain ntly,
felilah toat du alwn L playid duwn Ao fmead i preae; e Cuincee telegation
eveu &z B4 d10 i tiee 109 "posce L.ieo™ aodcn (irot wiviinel up the durarr lnésd-
Crira ivench tmpires  To ounfuce the Wecberr. e Ly Lhe Lldnore cnae eniling sud
IOk it gPunidfigs 3 dnge . bo0v 00 th re ke Tusvurs of ‘memsdilrs" and
frongke 1: mafling aed the Chives growlin, e—.p? toe Ieericanp, te rlu s, "ounfur

All tods is taxin; plece agalnot o becksround of merr femine in Chine,
g; rieuliurtl arinie In Musula, unenployaont end Lavprieiict dob.din,: 4. Cubu on
e part of the Venncdy Adainfatsntic.. Shat voes it all £1¢ up to incofur es
the Nprxist fumindste are suncernest, that i to siyy the proleterist of the world
8. nIchin, ior b Touwd oul of wll the prepurstions for wer?

Frot let us wntabgle i $Ceclo y 0F Hao's Chdne which recently has gotien
80 ruch jpublicity bocause it pecned to Teprasent Portuoiory” um a, minet "tre fleri-
bility" of Lhrushchevs It 1 definitaly wrony tu cull Huo & "Etelinist™, no matter
rhiat 8% any Gdac buo bourguols tusureticicns ingord into thot wsa8ignatiotis  For
exanples in $he 15297 Chinose Mwvoluti.-n, Stelin dbuilt in defent with hiz policy
of -the "{our clana mirutesye™ In thr 1930's Mao both worked tommid and against
“a four elasc strutegy” and tiis lantad not only tirou,t & & 11, but the first year
of powar, 144imi0s Yot tha rolicy mennt vary difflerent thinga to Zussis and to-
Chinae To SBinlin the poiicy wus ochly a wiy ol "building socislism in ons couniry"™,
ti:t 1o to cay, betroying the woxld revolution, defemding hussis, acking tu be
left nlonc by tha faraisn bourgruiasies. To ieo, o the other bund, &t wmeunt e-tiing
into position of power, no matier whkiock rond ono wes ccapolled to iravel uvar, :
sepaniin, . upon whetier you hrd just bee ghuses into the nmounisin vestnees of
Chinu by ‘hinng Yai-oh-k's counier-revuluticnary aralun, or whether the Skdo=Jupencs
wer pude A poszible 40 be aliden with Chiing LadeabeX but smeing taut you fought
Japancee impariclism your omu w.y and conirolléd what territorics you likernted,
Or whelher you hui Just won over Stalin snd Truman wpd finally got power but did
Rot yut eubluc ail ${boBe™4 olseven" thut gut you tuere. i .

Horeover, at slat vexry time, inscfar ea ths Yest of "the Fent” wes concermed
erresielly India, Hao could do & groet dovy of shifting &bout en that "4 oluas
wiretesy” by the wordn "from above™ or "iruz below." Thus Stulin wated it "from
&L0Ve” and muither oncoursged dac 1o fight for power while he ‘negotisted alone
with ths Big Fowersy ner 8ic he #ish to be criticul of Hehru, while Gao wantiud
bourgeols revolution® not with Nehru ut ea A sinst him.. ¥Ls besic Te.som no one
talked then 8o smch about & rift betwes: Busais and Clins w.e that tue besic
unity of ke two, woiek will keep Neing the resd egacnt, wus ot &llegol consuniim
but_houtility to tun muin encay, tie UlS. -

Tuie cemacnt we will confront ot ench of the other busic dootringl®
pointes of dilference botrecn Puscln an? Clinke. Talc the Quection of $ue new
irbellel in the r-liunce ol . peasLnicy we s, elnoi the proletari-t as the iforca
oF ravelutiond There §s no doubl waclever tL-t ever minc: Keo's Hpeaiul Report
on the Feusunt Hovewent 1o Hunen in Febe 1y 7, thore wea & lunduneniel divercivn,
theoretionlly, from the Camintern as Cominitorm un will ar $.e Coninicr oe Gtelin-
teme Rhen Huo Cought the new in tha situ.tion, he wem not extollin. the
Portwntly wp Lonin bl €xtoiled bhodr decpest ikyers st boing revolutbic &r). and
hig insistence ti.t An A ooantry ket wom very infuetritdised; the preleturist
oould not gein power withowt the pernsnt er hir commede=inw.ran nn® 4ir riverneent .
Mao, on the other banc, wis pointin: only to the fantuunlly oonaxeis in ChLinee—
that while Coiang wod mit dow 106 Peveinllon wh tLom Jorv bhe pr.letoricl in
thi edid- oy tue Wy venbnokl o0 Lidnn en weeltevelomn b welnit Cidster, whi
inuipuble oL eniorein; Bip pONGY In i LARCCTIENG whOTu, tuerijure, . movoaent

a1 and voe
e ani coull -ximy, Iy Mecy $ee Sawdt uee $hes demn. o . 2918
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{xtish night include rrytidns from wer lords, thiafs, a!venturars snd actuasl
xxtx3 revolutlenery ponpinto, whom, Bovevir, he woulr oontrol}s Now, Ltalin mever
relled an the pensuntry in Rusnis, w0 there wop u diffcrencen Bui, & uin, the
polnt oo wunity wie gruiter thrn tie flverpency, and My poirs of unity wir the Fariv,
Loty wao woe ctelin never Foiily hei sny ubu 0f Lht ProlebLTiil wo. LLE Lreguunt
Uhe o the wora 80 thes mewnt only the 8Lloced riprercuative of the pruletirint,
thi.t i85 to Duy, tr wonolitidc Jertye T.i2 Jart) &6 "I unive reel leaw” ie whet
bound tuens two Blate Onpit. 2int Bontulitics togr ke wlbo on the 3rd point of
- devistiont pacrillu werfures WhoTe one did not ountrel the nitivnal economy, ae
Hpo did not before 194y, tic army,; the guerillns, natursliy wosuscs &n indepandent
role, but, & ain, 4t wan tha Perty 128t laid tue law down forthe strotey of tne
guurillas. '

And when 1t will beoons purt of the stute than 1t will aloc mean, whethep
it 48 the new “Comauncn” of Xac'e Vhins or "kolkaozy" of Stulin's luoein, THE
MILITARLZATION OF JALOR L07H AS T, SE UNIQHL ERCundUIATLD IN STATE ARD AL FORCE
LABOL TL Bi: PLYMITIT FalPons Lr10R FOF TID. YA - .OTL IROUSITIAL HACUYNE, )

The firat real different betwsen thepe tws totaliturigns comes in intsrnse
ticnul, noi in netloaed policy, and it comes et thy end of ibe Korcan war. Eipen=
DoweXdiaen't the only ons Buo Meapituluted” Hao bad to #leo,for Russir hud signed
sway any indeparident role to China's"volunteors" and bad o uniess it wus willing,

as decirthur was, tv unlessh the nuolear holocaust mod K3 111,

' This s rkor of 2 Koroas, as ths merker of Z Gormanics to aignify where
the "allied! araloes hud stupped to rest %111 ths next outbreak, and the 2 Viet
Naze in 1954, with its "noutral® laom, Crmbodin, eto.,sipnifisd thnt it wes nos.
roully Cbina, or Britain (mtose Clurchill oould mppear "smarter” than Rocnevelt
beouuee it, as 8 wocondary pownry no longer had "rerjionaibility” for “keeping the -~
peuce” mnd therefors sould point to the inevitable nmoxt war between “zaot" and #.eat™
BUT ONLY Till U.S. ZND USSH TIHT AR. THF POW: RS THLT %ILL DECIDE Tiix Mi XD VORLD =
STRUAOLE. . ' : ' .

. It is not only 3he bourgeois theoreticians thut seca confuped by
what iu “dootrinal” and wist ie powor politices difference betwsen Russie and
Chinze %hose 2 thomaslvee are often “oonfuned™, thut is to ocay, have to Soaproaise
¥her:_oppoeition, internal eppoaiiion, threutens euch one®s dominution over its
pooplc &nt thosc in the ‘matellitcd, Thus the Hungirian Hew lution of 1956 end the
unfurling of the darxist Hwwanist banner moant a threut not only- to Russis, but
to Chins end tae Huwwanivm $o oome from Chine (whero,es the 100 sclkools of thought s®
$hxt had mc moon to be witruok duwn, showed) end then amlso finslly from Alfrica snd ~
latin Amsrica. Then the two protsgonicta united, und, Exxbexx mgain, the point
glunity wec stronier thon any diversfon since both are stute erpitslist mocittes,
though et very dlflerent singes of developointe Thoy unitod in the figit agalingt.
“revisioniem," : ;

. ¥hat, then, hie brought suck shary: esr to the point of diversion,
Tuthbor than the poird o unity, thet a¥iryone,ro . & Deutcher to a Hootow,
thinka they &n prove thet, by comparison, Khruehohov 1p thc "poagsful sowexintence”
exponcnt, anc Keo the "inevitibility of war" projeganiist?

1T Is T POIN! OF DL:CONTTNUOU- DIVELAPAT Te  I9 Is THE FOINT
Oi THi. 1Bt S-ih Al aR0 Tulbis Gt Toe VING Too 0 LUPLLUVAINY IR A AISKEY (na‘-
Just "equality" in wemponry mm with 4 nd R bowbe, bul pupsriority us with ICBUR)
SHO LU MPET DN RILLING TO RIDY ™EuAL. %rage TULY CUULT BELP »3,  PHIRD
URCOZZITTED WORL2™, T AFKSYASIAPPL TIK AMFRICLN UORLDS FEOL WaldH CLLNE COULD
hL KOLYy DESFITL 15, URCRR© ¥:iaia T 857 @ © s 096EDIT.
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The point of Frictiorn betwe.rn Runcl. and Chine, therefore, hat nothing
whetevir to do with Porthcluss” ar “fles ivility', It has nolhin: to do with
*d.etringln rolnte, althcu b ibrush Lev & .n alfter 195(=T declored ton ¢ "doctrinngr.
1en” {Ciina'e inflexitility on quention of war's inovitubility) was e¥.ry bit s
brd ao "rivisiondee" {ahich esiptel mot only in Hungery snd Po.und, but in Titu's
Yugveloviu),

The point of friction is the dezreo of devilommunt of the eC..noaYy,
huasie 48 un venly but industrinlly developcd,and,wiilo & certuin "lecp" or
discontinuous etep cun bo achioved, through sutomsted preduction and scientifio
advance, tho overall mukcs 4t endy not 18t but 2nd, to the U.S. end it must think
twice before emburiing on wurs Cilisy on the otiwr bund, {s econoalcslly baokwaurd,
snd foun! tlat not even "comnunes”, $h.t iz to may, full militurization of labor
&t 1(=15=1{ Lours a duy, can produce that "lenp forvued® thoi would pat it ina
Competitive position vip-a~vis the UsSe It 48 ib & burry, in a biz burry {1}ier
é-~bombh infermation from ite cumrsde Runsisns, {?) for aid, more sid than the
bourgeoie revolutions "froa the top” e ls Narser and :As Asvum dau are getting,
4gtin froa the Russizng und {3)as bargsining point, it hea £%5 more “revolutionnry® -
stand widch promisos "guickice” to power for the Atro—Amian-letin Amerioen worlde.

A% tio wancnt, Just when it o bowings to Husein, mnd aveting peucefully
in CGenevn with the blyg, Bad wolf, EKbrushchev is alrendy Tushing towuarda s Renting
with hennuly, apd slonc. dorsover, Khelss choscn u dey to hand in his note, which
it tock them 3 meniis to_srite (msince i1 ie in answor 30 one fiud Kennedy. in Feb.)
on ke lat ény of full moyxotintions of the 14 netions, Put how oun Chira, {noing
Tamine, object &3 vigorously ac ite “ortbodoay™ would demund? Who will be left
behind? Cuba?T Berlin? And whom is Lennody resdy to betray for s mew brecihing
®pell? ) : :

.

But, sbove, all, whst new illupi.ns will that sow in k_qc_]_._gar Diesrmanent
Rovemente x5 well as essoried populur fronta? :

Don*t let anyone forget th.t, in tha meantine, Kennedy 15 procueding

on the khous front against sll opporitions. He has holp from his lumatic frings,

which nay not de ap such in the nows as Bhs Hao's, but get theve rirstest with the'

Mostest deprivations of our libexties. Pirst, thero wus the YcClolland Vomnittise

raising the bogey thot the Bpace lag ie supposodly dus to the atrikes at miesile

bages ——unc Secretury of labo: Goldberg takes it quietly awvay from hiz to "work
ummﬂﬂﬂ.ip

out & ot mizaile planie" —elut only ek & first stup tu tuke
away the right to atrike =—-gsoon. .Then ocmoes Festland with s mew attnck on any
workers in defenss incustries, say;ing thet mince the Bupreme Court had thrown out
the totulitarian leyalty procedures whick did mot even allow the accussd Comaunigt
confront his aocussr, s "new" wey should be worksd out to enaot law. which forbad
people "aho are likely to beccae tools tor aespionage™ to heve Jobs, At the same
tims the counter~ravolution duwn South reises 1ta houd not meTzly in the lunatio
Iringes thit beat the Fréodon Fighters for riding busse in deyogres: fed manncy,
but tLe Oovemor of Alabaau refusing to give them protection frem those violeat
sungster attacka, |

A1l thess oontinuetions of the Eennody specches followin: the Cuban
Anvaziong show bow twinelikc in osasncs &8 wall us in appevrance iz private to
state cepitalims. The @move £0.uxd totealituriuning i the move townrd wkr, whether
it is oslled "ponceful oo=azistenge® or"inevitability of cupitulint wars® or, a lu
Kennody, "desper mbruggle™s The way not merely not to full inte it, but to build
en iis analysia by saking tie incepenctant proletarint Toed, ip to refuse to subordin
the totulity ol our philosopby ic & single polmt of etrugglo.

The unity of thoory une preciioc vumnol ocontinue o reasin mETGlY &
goal, lut musi beocume ihe fubric of duily 1ii ae 2920

buye




1
Mrx Fi L1761
WrOLY FoRITICr L T ee (T ALOLU-t8to for hucclen Ceomsunliern

Le:x Friends:

Althou. h the ULty pentin. out Dielk's translrotion
of Sheullcul . rovlvet,r of the kel Yrn Btrike +8 thie week'e poiitie-l
letoer, nn(thlu lr more 1o Lo prture of dreft of & review of
Frrewsc's "oOviot Merxles® which wll1 mppeer In the Junc-Juil leau.
of Laly N v ItuLICEE‘\h feliowlin &thutivc worif events mctivatc
1ts buln 8sont out 1o tals rbrm;_(l) ree, Fenneldy, 1n nis ecdrese
te thr hNuwAgE, o cfiteore follow'ns the Subsn inveelon which he wuscéd
ra cxeuge fer teklng awnmy our frecdomws here, uecd soxme exterocrencous
(or at least thasc celoulntod miorepresentptinne were orneldercd
Hextemyorensous® sndirepriduced in the releassed text of his specct:)
rimar.s about the niir-rntnx resulte froz cditcre' underpsyment
ol "new jJournslists,®™ The reference weg to Krrl Marx's dissute
with tne kew Yore dernld«Tritune, and the infercnce wre sup 08:¢4 to
be tast If only the edlticy heé treated Morx differeotly,®we™smi:ht
not have had the ghersiens of Marxlas, Cozzunlez, end all thosze
¢rtees of our dey, "Let that Le a lerson to you," seid the youns
and sudeenly-ceught-uy-on-hisaleseons-:n—Ksrx1em-renn~dy, and ‘the
¢xtorted leu:hter followcd, Byt it wes ssld nol wmerely to grin a
leusi and thue divert thex from the lssue of “the free press, but
in order to coniinue the ©ld aszltaliat line of forolns an identlity
beiween thosc two opoosltes, Merxims and Communlsn, (Z)ridel Sentro
Bse found thet he toc muet Letrpy whet he used to arll 8 “humenlstic
revelution”,in Alstinetion to both cspliplien and Communis,rather.
than entrust his fete to the self-potlivity of the mase. s thet nsde
Lttt revelutlon and thug oper the roed te & Lhlrd roed ewry from
tre 2 poler of world orpltal, Rusais and Amcrice, And (3)The
vsried hucze of the 1ntellectur1=. from Danicl Ecll &4 “ax Ehechtioon :
wio ere Eiding with U3, to Communlats, Trotskylsts, ang "independentc
of Loth the Deutacher and Kerouse varletles gs well ss C,Wrisht
¥ille, who aiding with hussls are secking, lony before the sctusl
gutbrenk of way, to broliawash the proletarist to take sicdes rather
" tuan atlerlng to the indepepdent rosd of Maerxist liusmenlem and a
.truly new socledr, .

: A1l thcec anke lmycretlve not only a putllic neparstion
Irom the professor who introduced M&F, but & werning to the prole-
terist not t¢ be diverted from humanist causes to administretive
short-outs, It 1s true that £rof. Marcuseé, in hiE Frefeac, openly
steted that he diss:reed with sy snzlysis of “the coutemporary
position, structure ané sonsclcusnces of the leplorings claneca.'ﬁut,
1o the extent, thet he 8p cified thet"the Maralap notlon of the
working class sccmP to be a,..1liceble nelther to the mejority of
the leborins clasera 1. the West nor thet ln the communict ortit,"
1t would have a.zeared that he ie equullz 0, poeed to both poles of
worle oa.itel, winercge 1n fact his boor "3 viet Keralem” winleh was
putlisked within a few of X3F provee his sitschaent teo the Conzunist
orbit, Where, previously, it wamld heve bewen mercly sn ecademle
debate, presentliy, boilh becsuse ol the 3 beele polinte mede 1n first
perecreh, gne becrusc of hls .rinted eteatescnt with other Harverd
end Lrandele pr.fespors in The New York Times on Cube, Lhe need
for a revlew 1s ursent, ¥Finally, preclecly taceruse he 1p &
whiloso her and carrles out e llov locleally to its ultlwate, we
Caii itaXly suve tho rood anclozlste ousl trevel, whetlicr tiany llve
In ifvery towerw or not.
T The very titir of hir bock shewe thet he luc le prrt
of the conenirsey of forcln: er lfdentlity -7 Mrrxisr nnd Communlex,
Eorz of you mey recall thrt, before pullliortion of his bech. I
Loocute Blo Lo chedoo Lle 22000 Lo Yooviet Gooounlen” Be & onzi iz

-
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Leomlrch the woré, Karalea, le rofuccd, and it wng otvious onte b3
sow 11 Lo »rint, that, lu fsct, o, ite all Le 828 to #..0Tite
Frrxipoz frem poviet "merxtaz”, he acturlly thinks endé ectas on the
pro calticr thet ons te the “eontinunticon™ of the ctheri XXXIXXXRRXIM
tnepe 4o tmeoritleni continully {elc!) froz cnrly Merxirn notion

of sruletrrist ss objectilve truta ¢f en,.tiriist poclety to Zeviat
Forxict e nee tion of prrtincet (.artissnshl;). . "(p.9) .

axtatirysf Tnc wrens trarsletlon of the were, pertinost
(perty=-lsn) as *oprticanahi,"is pot pocicentel, aithousl. BOKC
bouryeole trineiators heve don. 89 bcfore, The inient l: pot only
to ldentify the monclithlo perty of Stailnlso with the coneccpt of
vansunrd party of Lenim, but to vitlsto Marx's counce.t of the
geif-nctin., rev.luttiensry proletsriet on ine mrie-td pround that,
¥Fgince® Herx too cletin uleshed betwesdn rycocdlate” sne "real” (L.«
pleterie) lotercets of grolctorlet, trep-forc® gny end ell
coniradletery conceple in stslipist Fueela whlch desrndes the Worker
to noihing tut a cos ln & geon'ne is still "within the context” of
Karxise, Thi volgerity of Mgrouse's rcasoning cen b meen A% the
RREXZLAXNEAXEZE SLXTANREXSREVAXEE sletcaent (p.36)"For wnat i
trretionrl 3T morgured from witbout the Bysted 1e reticnsl within
toe systes™, which could be uscd to lustify everything from
#oounter-revolution” to sheer {noanity. Meverthelees, we nust
nct jJusp, se he c.natently dors over hlsterlc sinica, for example,
gli the wr)y from 1922 to 1754, btut guet follew hlm throuch his own
beisbored roaé so thut we shiould Le alle to cxpose and raot cul
whrt He-el rightly ocatied "tne barbarous method” which sesuncs
whkat 1t should prove, ' s

tlec we gpust exclude frop this anrlyele the open

dighuncety of th=nproreaaar in not '‘even men&lonlng,.much lcss

n 30y e spectec.oler controverslcs elther the 1943 revi-
.gingE}/§EI§?’ éf thc 1955 attack cn Marxist Fuzanisas, though he
tukes time sut for the lingulstle delates, tyvan his rort, dipleellc
which he tekes up 1o detril, and to whigh wa will return, presently,
he desls with in response to the Western anclyscs, anéd not ln
reepect to Zhdanow's 1547 speech demanding e RRXEEE substitution
for the law of the development through ‘ecntradiction tha *new
diplcetles ~~oriticlan and pzlf-critlolem,” Azsln, the irrstionsl
1s mede the zationsl, and the ratiunsl irretiocoel with the olelm
that "Thls (i.e, the logos of dislectlic no lonzer telmg thet of
liberatisn elther in the Hexellan or in Marxlsn sense) 18 inevitable
ones Gislcctic 18 no longer focused on the oontradletiona of olaas
soeicty tut extended beyond trep.* {pr.141-2) 8> that, with s
streieht fsac, Kercuse gmn concluce {p.154): ™The Scviet Marxist
‘revinlon' 18 'orihzdox’. Eincs Scviet Marxiets asinta‘n that
Soviet sceietfxx is s soclelist scolety, thoy eopsiatcutly invest
1t with the sorris;onitng dlrlecticrl okorsctorietics, Y¥Yhet 1=
involved 1s mot so much 8 revielon of tho dianlcotic ar tne olein

of soaialism for s nen-soctalist soclety,”™ :

Ané yet 1t e this vury barbtardue grinod of sssunlny
whnt should br proved whier is exsetly the method of rrof . Farouae,
Ané tuetl 48 whet nie osait an "lamenenl eritlyue,” *The eritisue

thus ex,.i-:§ the 2 ne&plusl instruments of 1t objret, nrmiLYy,
Merxipe, in orcer to olsrlify twus sotuel funct'sn of Eerzier 1n
soviet eoclety and ite historle ¢lrectlion,® 1In the first vee of

ti: word, bherrlen, hrrousc morile *oovlel torxien”, ant Ik i
pec.nd¢, Iuha MATXlu3, &no, & ath, it 10 L) no peataeEnt, tnel the

2 sauddecly rol unwd L: toe wiry let par, cf tho: 16t §. B8 17 they
were synenymoue, ke goce.tr tne hanctirern cLell® Lo b the pew “mteos!
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of Merxiexs “rrom this polnt of view, Sovicet Meorxiem 8 ptRAIB 6B
the attenmat to reconclle the inherited bLody of Merxien theory witn
8 hietoricel eltuntion which ncemcd to vitiate the central conoe,.-
tion of thie theory iteclf, neaely, the Marxian conception of the
traneltion from eagitelien to socislism,” (p.13)

Cbvlously Kerouvse would rathe: vitiste Merxlem then
Stellntesn: "We must tr; to iduntify the polnt at whioh the hletc.
rical development Bceme6 to explode the Marxlen analysis,"(p.13)
ALl "sips" stsart from thie point, “the transition from cepitelism
to soclielisz®™, thrt 18 toc Bay, the Ruesian Revolutlon which hep-
pened in the “bset" rather than the "Weert™, where Marx “predloted”
and wag Turiher left to "oo-exist" with the cepltrliist world
Skann beceuse of the "decline in the revolutionary potentlal of
ihe Western world™, by which Marcuse does pot mesn that the Germen
Roolnel demoorscy betranyed the proletarimt, but thet the proletarirn
betrayed, .

He then lesaves Merxliem alone and goee to Lenipienm only
in order at once ta asy thet "the refuasel to draw the theoreticel
econeequences frox the new sltuetlon(imperizliea)charescterizes
the -entire developnent of Leninism & i one of the ohief respons
for the gap between theory and practice 1n Soviet Muarxiem." (p.3D)
Blasme mnyone ~-«Merx, Lenln, the proletariat ~-but don‘t blame
Btelip, 6on't point to the actual gounter-revolution in Russis
with Lenin's death! Even where Msrcuse iuter sdm!ts that there
is & “new ruilng group® in Rueeins, he roeo intoc such conveluclons
over the woré, “class™ and whether it ls "truly soverelgn®, thet
he concludes thats "The Sotlet burecaucracy thus doez not seem to
poRsess o basis for the effective perpetuntlion of epeclszl Interest
againat theoverriding generegl requlrements of the soclisl gystemn
~on whizh it 1lives,™ (p,11€6) e if any other claes could, once
the system wes cone, whethér thet bte feudslise with its Louls XIV,
or Cuban privete cepitelists or the Romsn emperors!

B - Bc anxious is Marcuse to estesblieh a continulty bet.-
ween Lenin and 8talin (mot for preising the former, btut the letter,
thet even Stalin's one original "theoretio® contribution, "sociol-
‘law In one sourtry™ s deslt with es -1f it were Lenin's invention,
A% the game time he doeenot include, in"Lenin'E Heritege® (pp,38-5
the new theoretlcal deperture re the colonisl world, at least -
none thet "would alter the structure of Marxisu doatrline, nor did
he elrborate the pew internstionsl charscter of the ¢clees struggle'
(P.49)and this 1s supposed to be » summstlon of the Theeis st the
2nd CI Copzrese which spcsks of the need even to subordinate

the Rusaisn Revolutlon if 1t were posslble to overthrow world
oavitalism through the colonisl revolutions! But while he denlee
the new depgrtures for theory which are real, he 1e gquick to - )
invent those thrt d1dn't exlet, such ez, industrislizstion “withou
liberation” ond the"Central Plen® whlch Lenin fausht =o hard when
it was first proPosed bty Troteky (whom Marcuse hardly mcntione

at all), Inatesd he Jumps all the way from 1924 to 1956'(p.52)
No wonder 1t eppcurs ms one perlod --1t takee up lees thsn one
sentence In hiszs book,

He muzt, however, come to srips with how can Stelinlsm
treat the entire perlod from Worid wer 1 to the prepent ere ss
oné pertod, when such d1fferent events s Fasclem and "The grand
Alllence"(but he doesn't mentlon Hitler-Stalin Pact!) ee well as
the specteculsr rrowth of the ltrsilen and French 2Ps in post=wrr
Europ¢ occurred,@Xtiorcue: slulte (p.55) that stsilnise "never
silmed &t revolutlon ee the lmmedlete clieative", mlthougk "the
Soviet srmles could have overrun the continent®, but concludee
thet the wrnole questlon of Yes .4trllst Btrtilizetion® ir henca
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on Linin's dtotun for o "Lreoethin, B.ell"ulr 1323

The Le: to pll o Krrouve's frntestia natlens erpcere on
PP T4-5 where he ectunlly renies thrt thcic hne teen a Lrep; {he¢
EVCn pute tne word, "erenk”, tn Guotrtion zeris)of 1e inton frop
Lenivden o the croupe thut "i{f the dleleetionl Lrw of tne ture fi:
Quantlt Intg “usllity Gag vy 2. 1%ertle, 1t wag In the transitic,
froz Lenlnism (aftcy the Cotoler Revaluttanfto Stn}in!sm."(p.?#)
Xuaix1xxx &8 1f thst Quelitntive tracsfzronti-p lan L, preelscls,
the bronk frog Leninlom, . :

bevertheless the vhitewrsh of Stolinlam continues EvYED
in its most terroristic form on the ground that "The helzht of the
Steliniset terrorp ecineléed with the ocnaolldrticn of the Hitler
Fegime " (D, 78)1f even that Yere true -.which 1t ien't for the
helght of terror wae Lifore Hitleriar wra in pewer, 1n the drive
to co.l&etivlzat!on, whicn ended with the Blatichter of Bllllsng
and ecturl fuzine in 1932, the foroece letor camps as State inatitu.
ticna, and helped no Little on the Internetlcensl Boene to bring
atout faeoisg--but even 1f the contention were true, ‘ow posslbly
eould you go on esllins such eounter-rcvolutionary terror "aocipl-
ist." The answer i, you can't, and Mereuac ‘doean't ~ewhen you
a8k hig ¢lreotly, whether that hss anything ip 0oxmon with Merxlem
85 Morx Lhecrlzed ‘and preot ced it, But, whi)e thrt is anawered
abetra:tly, &ll the fohorete cevelopment ia dealt with ps 1 1t
we€re & contipuosus lipe Irs>o Merx thraugh Lenin to Etalin ang
Fhrushchev w-pnd g.1 in order to gonelude that®felth in thia
.rationelity® sured it"populer strength” but®mey well
deterning, to g conaldsrable €xtene, the course of Soviet develop-

" (p,.256-7)--toward."llbcrailzatlon.f

: kow "the new retisnslity” 1g the fancy term for Fost=-Lening
Russta, whick, Lorg fordbld, he call "stnte caplitallien® even if
he adziis g "ruling gr up" and _ “p ruied majority", H¢ would
rather blemc it e11 on the "backwardnees of the maes:g, "
he eays (£.89)"The new form
bew historilcal
whst it ‘replly
world," MIp (ig mesicenl usc, EBAUMGE B new
ratlonalltz. .90) ¢ to be due to the
"anoralous "fon with Lenin apd the gcomexiatcnee
ef capitalias and soclallsm, and cont'nues though now, 1in its i
economlcs rs well as 1n 1ty etrles, besrs " Striking similarity"
to capitilier 1n the ¥ebt,

: It 18 fitting that at this point (g,1360ves'ns Ch,T"rlal-
6ctioc anc Its Vicissitudea", where, when he s caks of Hegcl g8 Herq
and Merx ge Farl Marx, he is the ola c¢lelecticel ane ¢ven huzanlsg
Marcuse, with somc superdb rnrmul-ticns, only te conslude that |
Btalinisn didn't "revige® dielectios, but Bercly moved it to g
different dlmenalon--aﬁc:allsn--where 1t docsn't 8..1y, ané,"or
oourse", Russian 1en't e g ¥i "£ll this mcems to
oecnlirz that the Sovict Marxlat tr.gtroont of Slalectic merely
Berves tc protect and Justify the s8tetilehieg Teslwe," Be)s Eoreouac
==6N¢ then runs the Other wey, "However tne Blturticn 15 more Colm
Plicated,” (p,155) “"Ever during the 1pst phertod of Stelin, 1t
&..carcd that idenlozlogl Pregnratisne wer, belne mece for renderis
the re ia. more flexlsble” and 1t Le Exx tnls "LIEXEEL1I4L " we
&re pil su_.cred to wile me, but cver BiXiewefter 43 more Uselege
Price oh "t oe eawe BYC muver puraitted to relex cur stizolh on
the "btroiwer messes”, =t "There (espitollist Beclety), snrxlen
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thcory and practice themeclyce were to bLe the lever whieh would
bresk thie determinism and free the subjective fsctor, thrt la,

the oclasp coneclsueneen of the proleterist., Wc heve tried to phow
that, in Soviet society, Mrrxiss no lonjer has thie funoticn, Left
without a copocptusl level for the (dctérzinnte negetiszn' of the
estatllshed eyetcz, for the comprehendln: ané rcailzing 1ts arrested
sotentiaiitlee, TIHT RULED TERTL KO1 ShiY TC SULMIT TU THY RULIhS

BUT ALZc T. REIRCLUIN Ik THIFITLVES THEIR SULLADIKATIUR.Y (p.131}) my
ec,hable)

And all thle Marcuse Sared write when the foreed latorers
in Vorkuta had alresdy rebelled following the Erst German rising
of 1953, when the Hunsrriar Revolutlon showed the courage, steel,
- gné profound busanism of “the ruled®, while, op the othcr hend,
the Ruesian eounter-revolution hed moved from belnc internel to
bernz impcrialist and "forelgn", The fact thet Marcuse denled
any support to tune hungarien Freedom Flyhteres but extends 1Vt
zr2xiix Castro's Cubs hrs its lesgone for us within the countrys
- We will not have many frienée among the Intellectusls when the
goin: geta tough,

Eoth because you have Cheulien’e anslysis to dlecuss thia
and because the Two Worlds colure in June will revlew the book
for publlicattcon, 1 su.gest that you do not discuse thls Zetter ﬂ4/
present, Moreover, 1t is too long to read, 1 therefore suggest .
thet some one right now volunteer (1) to reed (Btruzgle through
would be mors coriect sn expression) MHerouee's "Soviet Kerxiso",
(2)ts study the precent letter sc thet it can be prescntsd in one's
own words, which should bc briefer, then 1n mine, end {Z)to read
TW when AL does sppesr --and then devote a full evening to it
ss part of your preparaticn for the plenum, '

'

Yours,
Fays




WEELQLY POLITICAL LALTTER
June 3,1063

A Brisf Outline of the New ook

Daar Friends:

This is not the rogular weekly political jettor that is resd to ihe
lesals apd then expandod vpon ws an educationsl dealing with curront evonts.
Thig time I'm forwerdiug & copy of a letter written to Jonathan whe i3 to balp
with the chapter vn “hina, and explaining to bim Hegel's Avsolute Idea in terms
of what it moans %0 Yhe book and the whole world's objoative development., One
cannut read sush & lotter cut. One suet etudy it, snd even after that po edus~
‘ational ehould be planned around it. Rather it 4s the preparation for the phil-
osuphic foundations of the problems around which the plenum will revolve. You
may, however, read ent this covering note, whish will now procead to glve &
yery roush outline of the major portione of the new bock on Marxiat Fumaniem
and the Afriesn Hevelutions. ‘ .

Firet, the frontispiese will el the theme, It will nonsist of the

_ quotation from Hegel: 8gur epoch 46 & birth-tioe and period of transition.”
And spother one from Marxt "When sstual aorporeal Moa, atanding on firm and

well rounded sarth, inbaling and axbaling all netural forces, poaita...his
astual objective essontiael aapeaities as alien odjoats, 1t s not . the ast of
positing which is the subject. It ts the subjectivity of ohjsqtive epgential .
anpacities whowe astion muot, ‘*herofore, slso be gbjeative....Wo see harse how
thorough-going Naturalism, or Eumanienm, distinguishes itaelf voth from ldesllism
_ and Materialism, ond s, et the same tiue, the truth uniting both."

Or I may prefer the one from Merx' on Fausrbash rather than on Hegel,
thust "ihe ehlef dofest of rll hitnherio sxinting materialism = that of -
Feuerbach included —- ia that the objoat, reality, sensuouszens {0 eonceived
only in the fcrm of ghjack, sontenmplation but not as humsn AEnSUAUR 2etivity,
prontdse, nat gubjectively....The standpolnt of the old materialisn is leivil
socisty'; the standpolnt of the mev 1o Immap scolety or goodalixzed hupanity.® .

- ~ In either omse, tho theme will be earried through, firet, in the
Introdustion, to etress that we are beginning with the subjective, the astual
people's revolutions in Afriea from ‘festern imperisliem, and that of the Hung-
arian Revolution from Russlan totaldtarianien, to show the two nev pages opened
in higtoryt (1) 4in the sotual reshaping of the world's map: and {2) 4n adding
a new dimenslon to thoughts Marxist Humsnium not merely as projested in theory
by Marz 120 yeors ago, but &8 moved Forwerd in practine In the world of the
19608, Marx was able to sntleipata this only bessuse he built hie philosophy
on the "eubjeative elerent,” thes humen being hoth in his economia theory where
the worker, as the grave-digger of eavitalien, transforms the whole salence of
economics, ‘snd in kis world outleok where the new sooiety is not merely & neg-
ation, aun sbolition of the old, but 1ts vhole t=ansformation on novw, truly bhyman
foundations. Marxis view of "iechnology" ms the mainspring of the process vas
not only the foundation of the sgonomie laws - esaumlation of aapital snd its
attendent unemployed army vhieh would bring osvitalism down ~— but the falle
rounded individusl" whome "striving for universality” will be realized on the
morrow of the revelution gnd after as the first beginning of the real hietory of
men, insteed of merely his pre-history. Thought ean no more be ranning & losing
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race with history than reveluticns san o merely recerded to e buriad., FHence
the narrative of today's revolutionn, and the appeal to today's humanity, in
Afrieca or Ameriea, mannat separate theory from preetise, or thought from astivity
because only in their unity will the econtradietions de so totally resolved that
the pew will emopge,

. L B

Part I ~ Narrative of the Africen Revolutions will be greatly
expanded Afro-Asisn puwomhlet whish must bhava =s its foundation the zeport of =y
actual trip to Afrisa, <me far, ab most, we have been able to see the metion
of the maszes as A whole at the uorony uf eshievement, and through the voies of
a Senghor or Tourd; we must lieton to the voine of the rank and fils, and, as
no one renords his voico, wo must go thers to resord,

At the emme time, thias Part I, in showing the higher
8tage reached by rane rather then nation, thus is continent-wids (Africon eon-
tinent, ‘or at lezat West Afrien sg a totality rather than the individual nations
whether little Ghana or large Higoria), Thiw will be the logleal trapeition
then to the Negro Queation beesuoe 4t is here the present leaders have been 4inp~
spired dack in the 19308 and 1940s, : ‘ )

c Eart II —  The Negro Question in smeriea. Wo will here develop our
position from our wiew of ite history through the Freodon Riders in the South -
presently, &s well &8 the dual rosd frouw here to Afriea, from 1519 Carveyism
through Pap-Afrieanism today, and from ATrisa here., Ths two contradietory views
of that —— of the intelleatuals, DuBois' talented tenth, on the one hand, and
the proletariat ‘on the eiher -- will be sarried through for these 43 yaamrs. At
the save time, the mew point of doparture for theory laid by the 2ud NI Mongress
in 1919, end the 4tk 4n 1924, both for the Lational Question in general, and the
Negro in partisular will ve developed on the new level of attack against present
day fommunists who have suddenly rediscovered those plenums to pervert them. It
is here, perhapa, rather than in the Afriean Revolutions, Part I, vherse we will
-deal with fhina, and mttenk Mao-isk as the total opposite of Lenin's view of the
nature of the peasentry as mlly of the proletariat to reconatruct scelety.

. Part IIL -~ Russiosn-Amerisen strugzle for world Tower, vs. Jueriesn

workers' atruggle mgainet Automation, mnd Russisn workera! slowdowns. _
. - The burden hore will ba the analysis of state capitalism

in the specifie sontext of the 19508, This is not only a mattor of being our-
rent, but the fast that state capitalism wvas a transformation into opposite of
monopoly eapitaliswm on a politisal geale while, methodologically, there was no
difference in production itself, whereas with Automstion we have ths 2nd Indus—
triel Revolution at full drive. 5inne the sputnik we have, moreover, dissont~
iouous production in Ruasia not only as "rates of growth" — that debate was al-
ready cutlived when {t got inte swing in Amerieen expert testimony in flongrase
and books on “stegea of growih" via Roptow — ut ahove all, as the ppe-nesp of
science, teshnology, produation, thoavght that go beyond the nonfines of cur ome—
vorld of eapitalism, private or stats, over Anto 1ife snd punlear death.

The transition point then will be the dialectio and
bumanism of the 1956 Bungarian Revolution: 1957 debates on "Revieionisn": the
1958 coming of 2go of Afriea in Chana spd Guinea as independent repudlics; and
the year of the fcngo aricis, 1960, where the erossroads for "sdvanoed” and
%askvard® countries hss bteen reashed.
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Pact 1Y —  Hegel's Absclute Idsa, or the Subjestivity of
Self-Liveraticn; and

Part Y e en the New Humanism, will bring all threeds togethoy
from the preceat-day revolutions backward to tae Frensh, and from thers to
tomorrow'y froelom viatory.
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WEERLY POLITIC, L LETTER
{on 3-& Suprezs Court Taclslons, €/6/61

This week®s lotter i3 for the REE enly bwcause 1 ser wo polnt te having it read
#t the local, #» there 15 meithar anythiag fmmedliasts of conceyn to ws, end #t will be
derlt vith in the Auguat Sesue of N5L in the wider gontaxt of ecivil rights as inters
preced Lin the southern states vhere ths WACP 1o 1istdd 3s "subversive™ snd has been
ashed to turn over ite seabership lists, 1k is true that im this ¢case the Luprene
Court uphkeld tha N~ACP, Sut it shows Lo what axtent the looas, Lrresponsible lengurge of tr
1940 ond 1930 Smitk sad McCarran Acte gan be Ruwlatad, even se ths Suprene Courk I1tself,
khough by & marvow ralsrity, tvistad chan lost weshk,

The 1 iows inwvolved ava quite Jiffarant, yet they wers both trastad By tha press
ot Af they knvolved & Rforsign governawnt,™ Jhot fe o 1ia, 7The Saith A¢t of 1940
ssys nothing of that, mor of Cosmunisa forr that cmitar; what it doey is wne {ts owm
perveried geane of palitics to pervert Herziss from o theory of literstion o 9
"comapirsey™, I erdor te ¢arry through the lis sbeut Comounfsx the papar thet 1s
suppered to oy “all Ghe maws that's f4t fo pring,” lies in the so-called beckground
srticte (NY Timws, &/6) whon the loprecsion gelirad fs that gha Ast wes £irst tastad
in 1943, The WY YTiess chooses that year because that®s when §t wes used sgainst ghe
Cosmaunist Lasdere, £ fn 1041 it wsr uaod sprinet motComauniste, but against the
Tvotskyist landership., Hot & word of thet o printed baceusa It wes puck 8 frseneup
by the povernmant with the holp of Den Tobin ef the Tesmstars Unlon who wanted the
Trotekylsts out of Wis buresveratic heir sz they orzsnized the cosusteys imta am industri=
sl, nilltant union in Minncspolis, Above otl, 1f they hed relarred to tha fante {n
Shy case it would have bean glesr Co all that ths allagsd cherge ef “wantlng te overs
throw the govarrment by forcs and wiolence™ wos both Ivase-up sad daslt with, uwot todey
(1941) but what ¢ toxnt seld in 1542, not by the prosent dsfendints Gut by Xorl Harx, in
8 Menifestc 3hst § s ovallable im 2L} librarios of the world, ineluding the US, md can -
b2 desght aaywiwre (entll such tlme o oome CIA wman pressntiy vill doeids erbitysrily
sthorvise, 4Awnd yet This thought -« snd fust tha other doy vhan Prasident Kenredy waniaed
soxsthing beooed to the unosemitiod vorld and wentod 1t wor for “dsucsracy”, be sold
“Thiz csuntyy wee born of rovelutlion™ «= §a mow pnunm. ’mluly in tho asmosy
-ll totalitsrions prexefibde wapopalar mm;u.

1t

Vhile pessing off thic saries of it2s by cliulm, KT Zhon did sthere by cecsiasion,
both in tha way it deacribad the 940 esne agslost che Communivts, never ouce explsie.
ing why, wot the Actn dealinmg with "fursign agento” had heen uoed against the Cammunists
st any time since 1950 Mgt (in ezday o WMd up. "precadonts® sgeinst gemuine epponeats
te clsss rule), and in the wsy ene day (6/8) thalr chiei oditevial writer, wader his
ovn asoe (Arthur Xrock) hailed the Supreas Ceurt Decislons, and the mext day In wn=
signad editorisl it oriticised ft. 1T €14 thin botk in the dennr of vhat Ran alwsys
harscofore bean turs, thet amly whan they' s “immadiste emd presunt domger™ ssm ome
have & right to oSuapand tha wighte of free 2peach, asaextily, oud press, the foundations
of ths Constizutioni that ia 1950 in the Dennly gese hed alvosdy daperted f7om thot
Belnan decisien, gelling attenting to Justice Douglas®s dlzsent than "that enly spasch
is invelved In tho Swith Act syesvcuriisas™; swd ssying sow “In upholding the require-
Aent That Che party registar and list ite mambers, the gourt oephasised fts secret,
ecnspivstorisl nature end dominstlion from shbroad .... The oustaining ef the Sgith
Aet's memberehip clruae snd ¢he sotting {n notion of the pendarcus Ixntarnal Swourity
Agt, «an gnly serva ogsin Lo divert public sttantion to the wirtuslly sea-smisteat
internst Coomunist thisat., The 7exl Communist ehellenge is Frow 2brosdees.”

Thie brings we $o (ke stior law, the so-cailed Imtermation Security Ast of 1950
ov FoCarran Act, which 9 supposcd te be based on “foreipn governemtn,” This, however,
is enly in the presmbla, Tae Act Mteelf in oo loosoly phrased, moving frea "Cocmuniat
action” te "communint front™ im guch tetalitarian weyss thet sny erganjsotisn Shat
is unpotulay can suddenly he felled “communist front™, as isdecd the Seuth Leld the
.




NAACE to be. Cr Komorruw pomtonz gan decide gthet thrt stuplc stitement by B9 Morxvard

Univarsity professors sgajost Ciben tavasion $s such & "gosmunist fromt” sgtion! Ho

tonder that Justics Dougles En his dissant, wrote “wothing but belliefs are on trisl

in this gcses  They axe unpopuler ond to most of us revolting. BSut they a7e moneths-

Iess 1dans or dogosn or foith within She brosd frspewvork of the Pirst Anendment ,
“Whit we lose by mojerity %ot todsy moy be reclatmad st & fuiurs ¢ime when

tha Tsor of advococy, dissza ond ren-conforaity no jonger Qsat o ehadow gver we,"

Uhsa will thek Pbe?

Ths fagt thet tho mafority bnew §t wos scting agrinst thought snd ¢tha enly
wiolance won thely wiolance is evident in tho way they thoaealves stricd 3o timit Im
Bomy ey thelr sun facizices, Thus Sustice Nevisn, Gor i wojeclty, vhich uphold esa-
viction An one csee, Hut anr in the ether, on tha besis that ¢n the sucond It wasn't
yrovaa, ctressed tha 3DAY Supreay Ceurt decicions ia thet She Aot covemad snty adrecagy,
thst is "incitament R4 setion”, end sat odvoce of the “mers obrtrsct docrrine of
forcible everthrov. Wa bald-(in 1957) and we Folterate mow that ths mors shetyadd
fesching of Cesmuniot thocry, including the Rerching of the moysl Jopriety o sven
wngal weconnity fer & Pioumt 30 Fecoe and wiolent sction and atoeling 1t £e auch sction,”
- But s thet caee why Qidnx ghay vedoow hard dons to Trotskysita vhan the Suich At
(then vith cbe comalvenae of the Communiats Docruse Russias was 150 olly) wos Dot 2o

fetorproted?

There is PO esuss Tor slora. Kone of this opplics o Merfxist-Bumamiste, Sut The
steoapharo of witchlwating sed Thought gagging bes bosn gstablisbhed, amd has gottem Into
high gosr vith Prasident Xaznedy's popart om Cubsn tavasion and en talks with Shrushehev,
-ond gam pat wiclanve luta skion agatust She Mast majority vhe ave wazend vith ory»
hing st Ldsas fer froedas. f

fay
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WEBLLY POLITLAAL LETTER

June 21, 1961

On the 20th Aoniverenry of the State-fapiteliot Tendenoy

Dear Friends:

Both the obJeative mituation arleing from Automation, on the
ene hand, end the US-USSR strugple for world power, on the other hand; and
the objeative attempts of regroupments on the ever fluid (and disintegrative)
Left, corpel & balance sheet of the politieel tendenoy that arocse 20 yecars
ogo end called itself state-sapitalint.

The atate-capitaiist tondency that arose in 1941 -differed
fron ell previous uses of that term in the following fundemental ways:

1) eas ronsrastod to 1ts first statement in Marx's works,
where, of negessity, it was treated "sbstrastiy,” i.e., a8 the logliesl
developrent of the laws of consentration and centralization of empital to it
ultimato "in the hands of & single capitalist or capitalist corporation,”
this pew politisal tendeney dealt with state-sapitalism ss & gonarelo
phenomenon of aamally developing capitalism that followed from the world
depre:sion.

2) as contrasted to its second statemont in lenin's writinga
in 1916-1919. whers it was nenaeived as sulit in two =~ economically g espli-
alism, politically as soviet (1.2., workers!).state control — we pointed to
Leonin's later writings, 1921-1923, where, having fought the early buvcauerat-

zation of the workers' state, and the nawly~found "ommunist "passion for
bossing," he tregted it pro!'mmdl,; as " return beskwarda ie¢ sepitolism.t
It is trzho sti1ll thought thut the artual overthrow of the workers! state
could only nome from outeide, from imperialist attask, but there was no- |
further doubt in his mind that unless "the party work was cheeked by the

'non—partv mecses," the differences between Trotelsy and Stalin were symbolls,

= oould brsome, fetual eless differenees, and in that case nothing at all
eould seve the now workers' state from eollapse. {See MARXISM AND FREEDCH,
pp. 205 - 212 on Lenin's WIlL; ond footnotes 192, 195. 196, 205, end 205.);

3) in contrast to the anarchistn ‘who had. ‘begun ueing the

term,direstly after the November Revolution had succeeded, a3 o mere syoar

word without any solid theorestissl foundations, the state-espitalist tendency
hed undertcken 2 aonerote study of the Five Year Plans in Rusela, &s well as
a theorotie re~evaluaetion of the eaonami.' and philosophic conaepte in Marx
and Lenin:

4) 4in oppoeition to Trots}qr,who had troated etate-paplital~
tom as & "wossibility” that "might" develop, but not as anything that hed
actually appeared — theroby introdueing empty talmudist distinetione between

"gtato- . intervention? in%o the caonomy, and "atate eapitalism as such,"
— wo insintod wo mmst ITock at the world as it is ,both in Russia snd in tho
world es a whole;

5) 4n opposition both to those in the 19208 and early 1930s,

who hod been somi-Trotokyists, and had usod tho words "state capitellesm! —
but without ecither e asonerote study of the cacnomy (satisfying themselves only
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with a study of the buromerney ns Imreamerssy), or relating it to pethodology
== we insisted thot when cne depurts from striet Merxist categeries, one,ut
best, will end as Roga Luxemburg by revising “APITAL to erxplain imporimlism:
or, ot vorst and more iwevitably, by depriting entirely from eleog ecnseptions.
This is'whai hepoened %o those tendencies , in the 19408, which had no dircet
conncetion with tho 1920 or 1530 opponents of Rusgian “ommunisnh, but which
refuscd to aincpt the state—cepitalist designation (1ike the "Burosusrctie
fiollestiviots of the Shachtuman variety; and the Retrogressionists who did
suppescdly ascept sptatc-sapitalism but refused to essept workers! revolt as
inscparable from it). We, on the other hand, never separated the new stege
of eapitalien irom the ney gtepe of opposition Lo it -« workers' revolt in
the form of wildsats, and underground movements whether . slowdowns as in
Rugsia or as they doveloped in Nazi~-ocoupied Europe: '

6) finelly, in sontrust to others, wo related oursclves to
tho methodology Lenin used in IWFERIALLSHM, before which etudy he had returned
to Hegelian philosophyi wo stressed, howevor, that tho pow 4in our age doemanded
thot such thilonophin latobooks not remain private as with Lenin, but besome

publie and extendod boyord "the party” to the prolotariat outside.

In & word, in eontrast to al) others, we were not ebstrast
but ‘conerete; we were not dealing with it as a "Ression Question,” but as a
vworld problem we wore not soparating sonsrete from theoretical, dut wero
returning to our origin in Marx and Lenin es woll ms its roots in Hegel, whieh,
however, we had baroly studied ocurselvo: finally, and sbovs all, we never for
& monent scparcted the coonomie analyeis from the workers' revolt, This was
suffieient for the 15408, whon the post-war striloa and politieal demonstration
€avo cvory sppenrance thai Westorn Europe would certainly rid itself of o
oapitalism. ] .

. The doeade of the 15508 msde oven this ecomprehensive anelysis -
insuffieient to the challenge of the times, First, and most important, because
the new stage in easitalist development was not only from acompstition to
monopoly to stmtc, but,direstly at tho point of production, from what Marx
#ulled Mechinefasture to Automation. This Sesond Industrial Revolution was'

eonzrotizing the workers'! revolt ageinst it by meoving it from the esonomie
- and politisel fronts to the philesophin. They, thc workera, began to ask '
such questiomses, "What kind of labor must man do?™ In the 1949-1950 minera’
strilze the#r reststement of the guestion of alienation in ppsitive terms
uniting thinking and doing, the fight agninst the labor bureansracy, and the
fight againct the now pegnonent army of unemployed sompoliod, on our part, &
return to the Early Essaye of Marx and to Hegel's Absolute Idom. To the extent
that wo woro not able to break thet down into the conarste terms of Humanism
and the now world stage demonded by the reovolutions in the Afro-Asian world,
the tendeney itsclf broke into two -— one escaping to "Faeing Reality"
without Marzist eontinuity, the other (ourselves) moving to a reastatement of
both the Humanism and the Aworiean roots of Marxism in MARXISM AND FRLEDOM.

Seeond, in the appearanne of & workers' paper edited by a
production workor, WEWS & IMTIERS aould open 1toelf in & mannor that deepened
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doepened the workers' own struzgles nnd resulted ig WORKERS BATTLE RITOUATION
“thus uniting theery and proctico Volh on the produstion lino and in tho
after hours' struggle.

Zhizd, *we othcz phenomena appoared in tho world that dig
not scperate theory from praviice, thot 48, the rovoment Iron preatiee that
bag he full Atninei.ng of g Sevelntion: 1) the Bungarian Revolution which
gonbined a Maryist-uemanist YaLner of otruggls against totalltarinnigm with
Worlera' founedlgs and 2)  the A~een Revolution vwhieh combired itg struggle
agninst Western inporialianm witk = pew universaliat 2ensepiion of how that
eontinent wonld try %o by-pass capitalism,

Biruggle became Mequalized." Taat is to sny, where the 1949 Russian discovery
of the A-bemb eliminated -Amerion'a monspoly, end where the 1754 H-bord made - -
the relgn of terror" the new deterront, the 1958 Sputnik (with the
concomitant 1MBMa) made the Bugsinne "firet" end thorefors capable of making
. of pease only aunsther form of ver. '

v

rat Industrial end ¥reneh Revolutiona.

for some "ebptrast",and therefore meaningless, newness

which would treat history ms if it ien't thero, A Hitler with his "Mein .
Eampf" aould dresk with hlstory; the vorkers' movement eannot. ‘

- Raya




VERKLY POLITICAL IRTTER
July 7, 1961
Solf{~-Oreaciration af Pralctariat, Warking Mith "QOther” Qeganigntiona,
HSrall Mass Partyisa" pod Marxist Bwnaniao

Tho motiona of tho Freelon Riders, and astivity as well as lack
of it on thosc on the outsido, whon soen sgainst the baskground of the
Missiweippl jungle justioe and the do-nothingnese of the Eennedy Adninistre~
tion, eompel & review not 2lone of the objoctive mand gurront situetion, ut
the histerle end cubjective nctions whioh have gharacterized the relntionship
of 4dcee end organitaticn since the time of Harx, but especislly in the
periocd of Gandhi.

Marz hel no "theory" of organizatien. Ho relied splaly on the
solf~organization of the proletariat as a natural part both of the 3lass
struggle end the straggle for idoss that expresscd their {nnermost aspire~
tions for the reorgmnization of scalety. In self-organization of the pro-
letariat he ineluded not only trerde uniono, on the one hand, and the full
fruition of the Parip formmune, on the other, dut also the Firet International
for, although he waa its Generel Searetary, ho never onee forgot that he
asme to 4t. 'That §s, it was not a produst of his head, slthough e wrote

~4ts atatutes and Manifesto and kept 4t at the eonter of Europear- life, 1865--,
1875. On ths gontrary, ne had left the study roen s hies only cegupation to
which he zetired after the 1848 revolutions were ‘dofeated and all the radical
perties eould do then was dogencreted into cliques only whop an eatual
nanmoth meay meeting hod scsured during thosspitalist firat world'a felr
which hed Brought togethor elso bany vorkers fron differont lands in%o .
London vhish at the moment was busy. opposing its bourgeoi: attezmpt to inter~
vonc on the part of the South in the U,S. Oivil War.

. When Lenin, who hed elaborated m theory of organization, 1903~k
had, at the ecollepse of tho Second International, to aall for e new, Third
International, it was, more or less, atill with the old ideas in hagd of &
true, leyal-to-tho-proloturist, vanguard party. It was only in February,
1917 that he pav $ho nusmes in the historis astion of overthrowing the
Tsarist Brpire and sadd "Mever again adong the lines of the Seaond.," Un-
fortunately, that wes never sa ecloarly spelled cut ee was his consept ‘of the.
party to 1914. We get it only in eocnsrete ploces &0 eanh new situation,
1917-23, confrouted him. The two pleses that have a direct effeat upon the
situation of todsy Aro the ones that related to his struggle against Tinfan-
tilo leftien", and that which rolated to Gandhi, 1919, They are inseparable,
although on eush difforent levolu, that they sorve the oynios end hollow man -
.to point to "irresousilable contradiations.® . '

The one ageinst "infantile leftisn” is known %o us only bocauso
ko oppoecd deeerting tha trads unlons as "reastionary" organigationy that
aould never bo chmnged and tuilding dual unions; inetead Lenin insisted you
st Be whore the workers were &nd work "from within." However, the aspoct
thet 1g most applissble today ia not regarding any "4uel! unions, but the
onc which opposed vhat besano known as "wmall mass party=-isn", that is to
eey, Zinoviev's atlempt at "elostrifylng" the workers and pushing toward
rovolution though the vanguard pavty was small; Bukherin's disrceard of the
roalities of the situntion at end of W.W. I, and inaiating that no pesae
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treaty be signed Wut centinue the roTelutlonary war; the speaking of
Ruegian Malmost exclusively® in the eengreases of the 01 so that it lost
real understaniing of the ccnsrete problems of the workers in other eoun-
trics, cte. 1& happona 5o reappesr in $ho povemant, like clocivork, Aok
m&hmummmnanmemuzmmmmmmmm
Just 2 "push" we would "jump" inte & now spoley.

Finglly then, during that wave histeric pericd, there appeared
Gandhi in India. Lenin was violently opposed fo him, pot beosuse he ased
Tpon-vielent” methods snd Lenin supposedly wanted fonly revolutions®, but
veaousc Gandhi arose at & time vhon Just the Bore bepginnings of a Marxist
movenent wap trying to estadlieh iteelf, when the masses were in great ro-
bellion egainst British imperisalisn foon whieh Gandhi diverted them, and,
whon they did follow hinm, and the British pasgsared then, whereupon Gandhi
retroated. ’ : . ) .
Laurene Otter, thobrave pacifist but dirset satloniat who i
alvaye alimbding up on gomo polarie base and 4n every rED Mareh, kuows of
thie and mere, But, though he is elways resdy to have dobates on "non-
violonse" Ueing more revolutionary than "violent” oethods, he is never con-
erote elther abeut the times of Goudhl whom all nev rooopber only in bis
iater sascepsful fight Tor independense, or sbout the proeent Britlsh move-
nent pxespt how to got it mers Toetive”, Here i where soncrete, eonorete,
sonorete esn bo sonerete gnly xhan At A aomprebensiva. That s to aey, the
$4imes that preducoed sho OND ere our oolontific eposh of A and K Yonbs at 8
tims when both Bussia and the US were sco arped and yet, by being only an
Ragainst" movenent and only US, not Russis, has omissile beses in England,
1% not only "has™ but is very pearly pro-Russian and the Staliniats can
ipfiltrate with ease, whore they do mot dominste it, as thoy have recontly
begun to do. To be againet both poles of world eopital, however, it ie
snguffisient, & la Tony ML, to state only that one is against both
nueleer and eny kind of imperialist war. You have to taskle the sonorete
- pew fear of mwlear destrustion, tie it in with etate ezpitalisn in an
sutonated ege, end have full sonfidense that 42 the proletariat doce not
ney follow the D, their proletarlan instinet means to tell you something,
not the least of which is thoy are wise enough net to £a11 into a fight that
soes only one 8ide of the fear, end nothing at all of the reconstruoted ’
socioty. )

In 2 word, the veakncss of the movorent is the almoct complete
lask of the preletariat, its golf-organization, and while it is fine to work
in other orgenizations where a single prineiple or deed is part of the whole
ene eonnot forget that it is only part of the vhole, not the whole., One
mannot get swept up in she povonent %o an extent that one thinke thoory is
only for Sundays, or for theoretieiamns, and now one muest Mast" as if thinking
ian't en astivity too, the moet important antivity 1f we ever are to reunite
mental and manmuel in $he human being.

Now ther vhon 4% oomes to our own Freedon Rides and the orgeni-
gations involved in that heroie gosture of breeking down segregabion.
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While it deson't have the self-orgnnization that the Mentgomery Bum Boy-
eott hoad, v i far above that mevement in being national snd net losal am
well ns getting white and Yegrocs working as one foreo, no mean ashievement.
The Sit-Ins were national and had eome of these elements, but the North vag
Horth mnd Jjuast picketing, and the South wag South, going through a great
transfermaticn in youth sstivity, but stopping short of organizational scon--
elusions. Mleerly, the Freedonm Riders mark the highest atago yet reashod in
trying to establich eome proof of domoareey.

. Bere, hovever, i¢ where the insidicus liberels enter. Az an
clection gest.ure, and & damncd scart ono, as 4t got him very nearly 0% of
the Fogro vote, Kennedy aslled Rev, King vho was %$hen in jail apd got hin
released. Iiow that he has power, he thinke that if he givea a dogen Fegrees
Joba, he ix "different" and ell others should just follow., As a matter of
fast, Attorney Genersl Kennedy did less than Ropublisan Eigenhowsr at Little
Rock whore ho ot least sort in Fedorsl troops, whoreas Demoarat Kennedy
caticfied hinmself with some Marshalle. Neverthelesg, though he had the
further gall to follov 1t up with ealling for & "eooling—off" perdcd {this
after even & aivil war thoy lost got them vistory in fongress nevertholess),
many of tho Negre Lemiders ape plavings. Mo, there ig no gomplete sell-put.
But those apposing the Frecdos Riders, though they daro net some out in the
opon, manare to lesk to the pross that even the "egro sommunity" allegedly
want $o halt the Freedom BEides. It is not only a question that the New
Yorx Times, uhieb saw £t to print that as truth instead as minority lesk,
did not see FiYV Yo print the officlel denial by N0RE. It isthet COBE iteelf
hag not thought through Yhe reestionary intent of the Eastlands 4o keep then
tied up in litigation for the rest of the contwry BECAUSE IT IS5 ALMOST AS
AFRAID OF DIHLAT MASS ACIION AS AFE THE REATTIONARIES.

Whatever we do to setivate any lowal will -not chenge the dominant
nation poliey. This doce not mean that we would not participate fn FREEDOM
RIIES and mess mations in support of them. It does meen that we will not be
bound by the stupidities of foolisoh type of prineiples such a9 sitting it
out six months in jail. To prove what? That Misslegippl san do anything
it ploases?. Or that you as NEE lender consider following through on your
. stetement of "f4lling up the jaila" amsbove the needs of mags astion to

curry through what nelther the vhite suprenasists nor the liberals will do.

It is at thia point thet beth the naeds of the Freedom Rider
movement as & vhole, and the spesifine of our own activity and need of
totality of fight, demmnds thot only Marxist Bumanism and not "another"
organization deaides cur polities. Thias 4s for conarete desieicon and no
doubt there willbe plenty of discussion at the plenum on it (and I hope our
Freedon Riders wlll be with ue to reveal what the Freedom Riders thamselven
think and do andwant dona2). I mentien it, not for desision, but caly as
1llustration of the theme on {deasand organization that will not wait for
the plemum.

The renson of starting with tho time of Marx is not only te
orient ug to ¢the historie as well ag the immediate. Rather it ie to got
down to that fundamental of the relatlionship of theory not merely te ergeni-
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gation tut to antisipstion of nmes mativity. Bessuse of MARKISY AND FEZEDON
¥z werc able te mntigipate the proebleme and developnents of the Afro-Asian
Revolutiens snd, while only now, is it gotting reeognized internationally ag
well, we will curselves only know when ve integrate 1t with our positicn on
the Negro Question, and 8o eoneretiso 4t around the Froocdoem Rides that wo
would be able to pome with a pamphlet on it. That pamphlet, in turn, mast
bogome integral to the nev book, so that not a sipgle of the farets of our
work gets gseparated from the whole. This is our ainm not only for "us" but
far what we ropreseat - the forward movemont of humanity itself to break the
napitaliat ohalng in & way that it i3 pet led to snothey buremusratie trap,
whether a la Enruchehavy, Hao o fastro.

Vhat is noeded pow is a leap forward in theory so that Hegelisn
vhilosephy does not remain burled in Hegel's worke dut besomes part of our
preotige:  "the vubjestivity that has absoried cbjcativity” 'y or the hman
being that kea &1l of geientific and objootive development & dimension of
himaelf will know how to teke that 1ittle step fronm & aingle astion to ome
that invelves bis life in bullding the nev acalsty right now, with every
.sppronch 4n every aeoraner of the world moving toward the finml ‘goel without
. any diversione whatever. Opse the theoretieal lenp is mede, tha prastiosl
astions will follow ®s glearly as d.aw follows pight. :

BATA
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WEEKLY POLITICAL LETTER

THE BERLIN CRIBIS, THE EJROPEAN COMMON HARKET
AND THE INTERNATIONAL CLASS STRUGULE

July 14, 1962

Dear Frienda:

Although pressntly manufactursd by Khrushchev, the Berlin crisis has been
a self-generating ona at the sturt of the Cold War. . Indeud, even before the
Cold War was openly recognisged, i.6., in the short honeymoon period &t the
end of the war, the very existence of a divided Perlin signified that the end-
ing of the war had & built-in restarter, While the division of the spoila ameng
victora in & eupitnlist world bhas alwaye meant that there had been no fumda-
mantal solution to thoe causes which produced the war in the first place -— and
there could bs no sclution other than a proletarian one == the fyct that this
one wag in the heart of Western Europe, in the very city that was the key to,
-ths world situstion sver since World Wer I meant that the Communista could eall
upon historic mamories that wonld make Marxists sppsar-fo fight for e proletari-
an cause, ¥ether than a mere siding with one or the other of the two poles of:
world capital.

Ir 1947, I bad ay Zirst big fight with the German group of Trotakyists
living in England, who were so borrified at the division of Gemany that they
were quite willing to blind thomselves to the Stalinist trap that was lurking
behind the slogan,"Germany Nuat Be United.® All of the horrors of Kagi-ism had
miraculously disappeared in this passicnste desire for unity, end none of them
even as much as suggested that to fall info the trap of Russian Communien would
not be & very great victory for anyoge, least of all the German proletariat.
"Pirat there must be unity == first there must be unity —~ first there must be
unity }" they all rspanted, as il no class gquestion were involved at all, But

*4f no olass question was involved, then ons was actually for the recopstitution’
of Germany on capitalistic foundations, And, of course, one was blinding him-
self as well to ths realities of the pest-war world, which had brought about the
new divisicn of itself into the Russian snd so-called Western camp.

As always, $t muot be said for the Staliniste that they were extremely
gatute in utilising every prejudice: They were for a united Germany, at leant
88 a slogan, "as Sermanu"p they were for the unification of Berlin "as Lanin-
igts" in the trus tradition that if one kad Berlin, one bad Eurcps, and if one
had Burope, one had the worlds they were for the unification of Germany because
the Nazis wera she greatest scourge that the world had ever witnessed, snd what
Toomy or G.I. or French resistance figher, or Jew who survived the holocaust,
or German revolutionsry who bad secn the country of Marx become the barbarism
it wao under Hitler would not deeire the final extirpation of Fesciam to the
point of even throwing in anything and everything German, and therefors feax
any rovival of "German militeriem,” -And "eutomsticelly" chooss "the other
side” (Ruseia) as the unifieszr. Brain-washing is too mild a term in which to
describe the thinking, or lack of it in all Buropean groups on the question of
Gerwany in the yosr after the ws=r anded.
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Wnen the Cold War, the Marxzhall Plan, the Varsaw Pact, and the so-called
Pence Mavements broke out on the horizon, 1948-50, Trotekyism mancged to fall
along with other contending splinter groups and the void left in the Harxist
theory was hardly less decp than the powers of the mass CP*s in Western Burops °
was powerful. For whatever deep, anti-capitalist reasons the proletariat in
France and Italy joined the CP, no independent working—class Marxist voice ocould
be heard in explanation of this phanomenon and the last people in the world
who hed any explanation were the very ones who were constantly tsil-ending the
Coxmuniats on the "Ocrman Issus.”

Unfortunately, the capitalistic ¢)eos is ouch mors class-conzeicus than the
working-slens movesent and ynow that they must be willing to give up some natior—
al perogatives 4f they are to survive at all in & world in which not only the
proletariat is against them, but where the whole oolonisl peoples bhave risen
4n successful zevoluitions w0 undermine thair ampiras, It iz true that for 2
time & capitalistic United States of Europe Soemed as ramcte ao s Socialist
United States of Europe, and that the idea that the former imperialistic em~
pires turn frow open-colenialism to "help to underdsveloped economies® waa fought
bitterly. But not all ¢he cerds wore in the hands of the imperialists <~ the
Asjan, African, Middle Inst, Letin Amerjcan revolutionaries took destiny. into
their own bznds, sud not only "Western 4imperiaiiam but Comounist inperialicem as
well had o begin singing & new $une, They certainly learned it fester then
did the nelf-styled Marxistn who met every new event by singing an old tune.

¥hen Khruchshev. first put a 6 months nlfimatum for s "Berlin solviion", 18
montha ago, there was pufficient disunity in the "Western™ camp that 8. "Camn
David" spirit did arisce, Adenauer was not happy with the prospsct of an ox-
tension of the epirit to a new Furopesn iummit, avd Xhrushchev did have illue
siona of both a divieion 4in those ranks and & Joan for Russia,  All this hag Zis-
sipated itmelf with tho inva sion of Cuba, the Kennedy~Delaulle re~ssiablishment
of oapitalistic Europs Bs tha key to the world, and the reluctant but noncthe=
less consenting Macmillsn om the way to joining the Commen Maricet.

Phaat bas since baen happening in the independent Marxist gooupings? _i;_g it

" . no one has aver heard the word, methodelogy, much less practiced an indapendent

elacs 1ine; as it the piate capiteiist theory io just & "word" inctesd of ihe
methodology by which you judge a new stage in-capitalist development on & world
Bcale snd thersby gauge its msnife: tation of one-worldedness split into two
poles fighting for single world dominationy znd, above ell, as if the worki
clesn in your oountTy and the Frecdom Fighters in the colonies were not finished
once and for ail with lesders who astand on no othsr ground than that which the
capitalists themselven use, we ave in, once again, for a figat on the question
of "the immediate” instead of the allegedly abstiract philosopbic, In a word,
the groupings from Cheuwlieu to Tony Cliff, and from the Italians to the Jopansse
ada ready to have Ya position" on every subject except that of total reorgauizo-
tion of society by the mamses therselves on the basis of a total view of the
world &and its future from ¢ Marxist Bumanist outlook.

One is preparsd %o be "Tor" the Common Horket because it is a step toward
a United Stetes of Buropsj the other "opposed" to it on the basis of taking
away some "independence" of Briiain {even if that independence is the insularity
that hes kept not only capitalisiic Britain but lebor Britain ss “execeptional’
and therefors not integral to the Furopesn msss movement)s both tho "pros and
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the Moons" giving dewn their enalysis as the prolotariat ie altogethar too
"backward® to have & say in anything so Toompliceted" and must take the leade~
or's word for it, .

Even as the African Revoiutions wers treated as "old hat" — hadnt'i Europe
long before, centuries ngo, esperionced "mere" national revolutions? = s0 now
the theory eurrcunding thew in trested zo sst "for all time" so that we can Just
go on with tracta on the ¥current™ situstion instead of asking for mome funda~
gental studies of Marx's CAPITAL or the "abstruse™ essays en Hegel , and be
"ective". As if running around with one's hesd eut off csn get you anywherea
either on the practical or theoretical levels! WHILE"MARXISM AND FREEDOM™ONLY
BROUGHT US CLOSER TO SLEING THE AFRICAN REVOLUTIONS WHICH NO OFE SAW AF "ANYTHING

"HEW" AT THE TIME, AND THL FRI TOM RIDERS NOW MAKT US SEE THE THEORY OF THE NLORO
QUESTION AS NEW, SO DUR CORVICTIONS IN BUROPE WILL US FROM GETTING INTO THE
THICK OF WEAT WE SHOULD STAY OUT OF = thone debates of "Common Market" = AND
CONTINUE IATING THE THDORLTIC FOUNDATIONS FOR A REGROUPICET OF MARXIST WHO WILL
REFUSE TO DIVIDE THEORY FROM PRACTICE OR VICE VERSA, AND WILL PRCSENTLY BE ABLE
70 USE THE "AEW" KENNEDY IDEA OF A "UNITDD BROPEM IN ORDER TO FUSH FORVARD THE
CONCEPTION OF THE SOCIALIST UNITZD STATLS OF BUROPE HOT AS A *STATE=IST" GONCEDw
TION BUT ONL BKSED OF TBE MASSES AND ONLY THEC MASSES, FROM BEIOW, REDRUANIZING
EUROPEAN AND THEREFORE WORLD FOUNDATIONS, - . . o

Any other mothod will once gain lead direotly inte the Stalinist trap.

The Communists see their only hope for maintaining their Emst Buropean empira
in tho divisions they can oreate, boih among capitalists and in labor, on the
quebticns of "Berlin and JOBM rattling "for peace™, The orcssrcads for all
thoze "peace movements" frocm CED to "disarmament” and from "anti-Adenausr” to
“anti-Israel" bave besn resched, Jusi.mg we put & guestion mark over "Pan-
Africaniam" so we must now do the name on the "unity" movements, whether that
concerns Germany or Koreu, We sre not playing capitalist games, The indepen-
daont olaps lina will win — or oiviligation itself will go under,

o= PAYA

(2abor donated)




CRITIQUE OF THS MCP IRAFT PROGRAX -  (thrae latteras)
- Raya Dunaysveleya

1.3r1ef Fetos on the Over-Lengthy but Thsoretically Empty Text of the Sovlet
Cormmist Farty's Draft Program (Apmearing in full in the N,¥,Pimas for fug- 1,
Bs released officlally by Tass in Hoacow July 30.) - Weckly letter fur fag, 2.

1) The marrative style, vhich states 1ien 28 facte, facte e "avi." uii-
erpting to transform economic laws of development from objective courmre of nis-
tory to sudbjective adiets, hes in Ehrughchev rssched even a "higher! staga than
in Staliz, For saawple, in rewriting history, end cutting cut the role of Trot=
tly. Sialin had to manticn him even if only for purposes of downgrading., Korpohe-
chev mannges mot to mention Stalin at all. We Jump otraight from the 1919 program
of Leniu's to 1961 draft berewith presented, Since Lenin ie supposed to bave
coverel fthe entire period of transition from ecapitelism to socializn", ws thare-
by get (8) the Five Year Plane attridutes to Lenin on the ground that the 1919
Program had a "plan for Soctaliut construction,” (b) lenin aleo gote Meredit? for
Stalinle "theory" of eoclalism in one cowntry: #,I, Lenin,., elaboratel s
thabry of the possibility of scclalism triwmphing first in one capitaiist count-
yy, taken aingly," (perbaps they etols that point from Marcusel} And, since overy-
thing Lenin did is Mgocinlist,” what Lenin cnlled & pertial retrest to sopitelism

= the YEP ~— is now described ep cne that wae "dasigned to ring about the vict-
ory of socialism,® On the ©thar hand the Trotekyistw get mentioned with "mat-
ionslist deviators and other hontile groups.? ‘ ‘

2} The break fron Lemip to Stalin is not mantioned bacsuse th them it s
feontinuity, ¥ & eontinvity that ean look 41l the more Tobvious” vhen mo other
name intervenes betwesn Lenin end the present rulers airippsd of all "cult of
pereouality” by mentioning "the Party,” and only the Party, Morsover, it is mde
retroactive (a) Tack to 1903 wheh tha Bolsbeviks were born ag g faction, which,
hovever, here appsars su & party, full-fledged, with a progrem, That waa writ-
ten by Tenin, it is trus, but shared by Plekhanov, ete. as that for the whole
Ruspian Social Domoerery which had mplit, nst on the wrogram, but on the welkout
of Bund and others, leeving lenin & "mejority,” (b) no break, however, appesrs
hare from Social Demperaey sither in 1503 ar 1914, Inatead we arse trsated to
this rewritse of history: First there were Harx and Engels, and revolutions, Then
91In the esrly 20th ceatury fhe center of ths intermationsl revoluticnary movemant
ghifted to Ruzsia,? It becomes so Russian s world that the whole Chiness Revo—
lution of the preesnt epoch is given szactly 21 (eleven) worde, {So much for the
Teutschers and all other apologziusts who were peeing Mao pushi Xhrushchey ond
muking him accept co-leadesship with him of the international,) But, vhile only
11 words, are spsnt on China, two very eritieal places will sasily be read by thase
in the know, as grexp eriticisms of China: (a) "tho prevention of any action likm-—
1y to disrupt that {Communist on an international tcale) wnity are an essential
condition for victory:M amd (b) ™t would bs wrong to Jump over nizassary stages
of dovalorment” 1a wut into a parsgraph stressing Tthe building of eomwunism
pust be carried out by successive stages, '

3) The ple in the sly promised the Ruselan worksrs siretches over two full
dscadeg, during which they fafl te mention wr at% all, althovgh in encther soct-
fon war 1s made the chief question of our day, and preparedness and rooksts
rattling excured on that grownd, BSo, 1f we forget that fpeaceful co-exlatence”
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1w tha motive force, ‘(ngai.n atirivuted to Lenin, without mentioning the phrase
was used &t the and of the devastating war shien peace was the regolutlicnary
slogan to end the wer, apn® to begin to btroaths again. ) and if we Jook anly at
fperfect” developmsnt, then &n 20 years we will have 5 hour working day, and all
sidlled at that pince automation wil)l "eliminate all hard, painful thysical labor™
and we will get Mpentectly devsloped persons.® .
Iy) Before thot day srrives in 1980, we have over the very first decads,
196170 to remembar that "To mchieve this, it is mecessary te raise productivity
of labor in industry by more than 100 per;cent within ten years, and by 300 to
350 per cent within 20 yosrs,” Just in emse anybody got too ehamored of {ao
descriotion of oclence, sutemation, and the wonders of atomic ensrgy, and orbvital
flights (although "It is only logical thet the country of victorious socialise
ghould have ushered 4n the ern of utilization of atomic energy for peaceful pur-
poses, and that it ahould bave blaged a trail into outer space,¥) the Text of the
Progrem ealls back for hsrd lebor, and nmo 1dling vhile you are doing 4t; and no.
fequality" befors thoge 26 years are mp? "Techumical progress and better production
organization wust be fully utilirzed to increase labor wroductivity end reduce pro-
duction coste at every snterprige., This lmplies a higher rate of increags in
lebor productivity as compered vith remmaration, better rate-firing, prevention
of loss of woriing time, and operation on & profitable basin at all etagas of
production, ” {My emphasis,) ,

5) Back to narradive style and the rewriting of history through ths use
of same words with totally different meanings. The outstanding word, both in
content mud in form, which permeated the vhole Drafi program ie "Science”,
Sctence is used at the outset to Ansignate socialism, only instead of showlng

that Marx's use of the word, ecience, was to counterpose it to the utopien
gchemen of Intatlectusle who think they can substitute their ideas for the actionse
of thas masses, aud place "ocientific socieliem" as the one that relied fully and
wholly on the proletariens thempelves as the Fgravediggers™ of the caplialist
systems and the greatprs of & truly hwan society, Khrushchew and his henchuwen
uge poierce in the purely boursecis context of machines an d sver greater mach-
ines; chemistry and over nower plastic goode; scloncs as ever desper probings
into outer space sud nmissiles; AND, ABOVE ALL, "SCIENTIFICALLY FORMULATED £BoCR~
AMS? BY THZ COMMUNIST PARTIES. Thum we get not the devalopment of humnity, but
the development of programs. Yo 1903 there was the Ist program and this Mthe
party carried out" and that fs how we had the Russian Hevolution. Then came
1919 and the 2nd Trogram whizh Pthe party has likewise carried out.® And since
we ars now oving from "socislism” to nothing short of "complate commmian® wo
need a new -Tprogran® and thie is vhat the Rusaian CP at its 22pd Comgrees in
October im Mpaked to earry out" and co we will have world communiem, And the
vorkers? Oh, they ave around as the "forcee," the forces to lsbor and lador and
labor, And vhex they renilze how "honoroble a duty® it 1e, whether in factory
or office or as intelligensis, then in ®the sacond decade, every family, Anclud--
Ang newlywsdy, will bave acomfortable flat conforming to the requirements of
hygiens and cultured living,® .

6)' On tht other hand, nmo one mst undorestimate the terrific impact thie
wiil make, especieily in the underdeveloped countries, whore capitalism is hated
and therefor all sattacks on it are welcoms, and whiere proziaes maks it sound like
Commmim 4s not the state-capitelism thal 4t is, Morsover, the progranm, in

claimng Marxiem-Leninisz, no matter how they degrade and transiorm it into oppo-' :
sito, havo a moa’ potent wospon, mora potsnt indeed than their missiles. Moreowwr,
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the narrative styls helps hide the unhistoric jumps and anyway the past &s hie—
tory; the present is to remke, And, knowing that, the Commniuts havs set new
traps that are "eusy.? Everything from diearmament Mmder striet internmationsl
control® to preventing "export of counter-revolution,® not excluding belng for
"national moversignty” fe tzkea care ¢f ms new points for popular frontiem te
"abolish" military bases, thust "It will be easier to rrevent sxport of ccuner.
revolution if the working poople, defending the natisnal goveraignty of theiy
comtry, work tc bring about the abolition of forelgn military beces on their
territory and to meke their country dlamoclate itself from sggreasive mlitery
blsce.” R R

?) The only uss of the word, spontaneous, 1s not vith peopls, but with
economie development, and that singla use is tmade, equelly mnecessary, eince it
glves vay "to the coneclous organizntion of production and eociel life ac a whole,
and when theory is dally translatel into practice, the shaping of o scientific '
vorld outlock 4n e1l working people is of prime importancs,?

8 The one, the basls, the only meaningfnl core for ouwr age — the Humanigm
of Maryiam — that $s never mentionsd at 211, There is a single reference to the
fact that Msrxier-Zeninism 43 & "harmonious” whole of economics, philosophy,
politics which somehow gets immediately tranelated into "Labor Education®
ageinet paregitic living," Even demcracy they like to promise— for the future
if not for the present, But never, never, HFumanism or the self-ectivity of the
manses gans Fiarty to lead, " or the "subjectivity" or Man himself. wao has abgop—
bed ¥objectivity™ or all their lauded sclence as no mors than a desis for a -
dimansion, & new humen dirension, ' , )

— ~ Raywn
{I sust ask the frisnds to forgive this rather hurried and haphazard letter.
I had pot intednsd $o write ne: more till sfter tho plenum gince the thomes mnd ,
discuscione, though not called "woekly politicel letters” are in fact thnt, and
- more than that, Biat I could no ¢ resiat, vhen I sav the Communist draft program,

from msking at leawt a fow notes,) .
s .o . © Avgust 1, 196

Il, ZLenin'e 1919 Program Cries Out Loudly Against “hrushchev!a 1961 Theols

When I wrote the Notes on the Commmist Party's Hew Draft Program I dia
not have at hand Lenin'e 1929 Program, Now that I have raturned home and have 4t?
it Sa enry to goncrotize from vhat totally opposite clase views the two Cormunist
Farty mrograms werae written, In centrast to Fhrushchevls ruling class ideology
detalled in my letter of August 2, the thras ocon¥ral themsp of the 1919 Program
are;

(1) ®eraduslly to drav the whole population, to a man, into the work of
-ronning the state;® (2) "the trade unions must evantually actually concontrate

*® The Hough I¥aft of the Frogram and Lemin's spesches on 1t for the years 1918
and 1919 ars to b found in Erglich in Lenin's Selacted Workg, vol. VIII, Ppe Jlli=
336. But the full 1919 Program is here trenelated from the original shich appears
both in Lenin's Conmlete Worke, Vol, 2. pp. 691-706, and ¢n the Syatemtis Col-
Jection of the Regolutione of the Congresess of the All-Bugsian Gommmniet Party
18551525 Tlosoe, 197
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into their huanés the entire msnagevent o the whole of the mational econoiy as 3
pingle wnit:* and (3) "fA1 sond all~plded introduction of all these mezsures ...
vill lead to the withering of tha stats mover,”

Over and ovar agein, vhether Lenin ie in the sphere of mlitics or moves
into the field of ecomsmice, the concention of "the whole womdation to a men"
holding destiny in fie ovn hands is ot onlyr the ruling idea as idea, but as o
gonl to be mnda in%y a reelivy. Thust
"The universal practice of accountinz rnd control over the entire production and
dietrihetion of mroducts, this accounting and control ¢to be exercised at firet 'by
the vorkers! orzenizations and then by the whole mopulation to g men! (Vol.VIII,p.:

For two sozid yenrs of discuseion of tho need for a new Program to Teplaco
the 1903 Frogram viich hsd become invalidnted, Lenin keeps hammering away at this
new concent of eocirliism ae "the populstion to & men" doing everything themselves,
Hera, on Harch 6, 1518, is how h: addressed one Gong:essl

"Lvary cltizen, to 2 mar, mst act as a Jm‘lge and participate 1n the governe
ment of the country, &nd vzt is important to us, is to enlist all the tollers,
te & man. in the government of the state, Socielisk cannot te introduced by a
 minority, & Perty. It can be introduced by tens of millions of peovle when they
have léarsed to do everything themselves.., to think that we shall not Yo thrown
hack 15 Utopian,., (buw 13' if vhot our Revolution is doing is not fortultous ...

net the 'nroduct of & decision of our Pa.rty, but an inevitable product of every
revolution which Marx calls a peovis’s revplution, thut im, a revelutlon created
by the mapoes of the weonls themsq" var u\:!e* their own slogans, by their own end
seyqur,,, AT we vut the mztter in thie wiy, we shall achieve wbat 1z most epsene
tial®, (5.%, Yol. VIIT po. 320-21) )
' Xhe chasm hetween this and the 1961 Program cannot be btridged, not bacause
they were vritten 42 yesrs apart, but bocause they concern totally different claps
gsocleting, Ap I stuved in Marcign and Freedom (pp. 202,203 and 205): "To put it
dialectically, Lenin had o clear ‘ilotlen' in his hesd -= it was the new absolute,
%y g mon” w= and ho ;hxigaﬂ. the truth of raality by ite relationship to the truth
of . the ifotion!, .. :

. ’ .

UThis totai conception «- that only the masses, from below, "to a man," can create
a nev vay of life for millions — he elaborated in Siate and Revolution ss theory.
-I% wvag the guiding line in his everyday practical work,.,

5Just ag e made no fetishisy out of the workers'stato, melther did he of the
Bolshovik Party which ho founded,.. Of course, that did ncbmean that he did not
asgiga a very fundamental role to the Farty he founded: bubt it wae in pirict rel-
ationshiv to the actual spontaneous movement of the mnssem, Quiside of that rel-
ationahdn the Party would become anything its worst onemtep could think of,
It aid .., J . \
Novw that missle-toting Communiet barberian, Nikita Sergeievich Khrushichew,
ie trylng to imsoce retrosctively hia monstrous conceptions onto Lenin. 4As if )
the vhole fevelomment of humanity is nothinr btat a by-profuct of the @la "carry-
ing out” of ite "uclentific programe." Lenin, however, hit out sarly against
hips Porty new that 1t was in wover and wns beginning to diemlay both 'a pagsion
for bosaing® * and a dieregard of nntional minorities, Then in his speech . -

* 8.W. Vol. VIII p, 307.

2944




(5

+

on the Prograr of Harch 19, 1519, Lenin noted that Bukharin had gpoken of the
right of aelf-determination ma apilicable only “in gsome cacesy™ Lenin noted that
Bukherin had "included in the 1ist the Hottentots, the Bushmen and the Indians.
Hearinge thie enumerntion, I thoughthow g 1t thot Comrade Bukhurin has forgotten
8 erell trifle, the Baghtirs? There cre mo Bushmen in Ruesia, nor have 1 heard
that the Hottentots have baid claims to en autonomous republie, 3ut we have
Baghkirs, Kirghis, ond o nwmber of other naoples, and to these wo cannot deny
recognition, “Ye cannot deuy 1% to n single ona of the pecples living within
the boundries of the forcer Ruscias Zmpirel (S.¥, Vol VIIL, . 42)

We who 1ivs in a parfod when Rusaia has emslaved ot only those to whom
Lenin had gronted self-dstermination, but hap sxtended iteelf more embiticusly
than even the Tzarist Emire, can only marvel at lLeninta forebodings 42 years
wocks "Scrateh gome Communists, =nd you ')l find Oresd~Rusnian chauviniats, "
{S."'f. voltVIIIl P' 3,66) . 3

Being an apt, though vngrateful, papil of Stalints, Ehrushehsv! s program
has updated the monoidithic monstrosity Stolin had created for Rumeia, maling this
his 'miversal for the world, But tha worldls workingclass is not that eanlly
fooled, as witnoss the preseat new revolt of the Enst German peorla,

. The wvision of & workers state with no buresucracy whers the toiling pop-
wlntion to 2 men manages vroduction and runs the state has been transformed into
i1%a total opvosite by the Russian ruling cless, It does thig for the pams refgon
that orivate capitalism dose 1% — %o extract surslus valus through the explodtat--
jon of the mnases, If the ptate-capitolist rulors are distinguished from those
under private capitslism, by the use of Marxist vhraseology, the American private

‘enpitoliste are nevertheless in o veritnble consoiracy with them to forece an
{dentity betueen those tvo opnosites — Marx!ism~Leniniem and present—day Comuunism,
Thus the }N.Y,Times, in printing the 1961 program, publishes one picture of Xenin
_ as "founder" and one of Ihrushchev as "davelopers ¥ .

If substitution of imperialist dominetion for freedom and bureaucratic
management for the *sopulation to & man! running the state and production can
pase 28 "develonment®, then I guppose Fhrushchev could be called a "developer.”
BJut then all words have lost their meaning in the hande of the Rupsien Communicts
and American eapltnliata, )

L]  — | w——

111, A Tootnote to tha Dstractors of Lenimy (On Paul Gardan)

The dstractors of Tenin are not exhsusted elther with the Commumiat
Parties that mummify hin in order the bettor to impose their imege upan him, or
with "fogtern' eapitalism that, for its own reasons, glsefully acquissces to this
vitiation of Marxism-Leninism, beninte detradtors includs alzo sore who eall thew-
selvan posizlists, Paul Cardan, vho haz made hiw attack on Lenin's canceptien
of the wanguard party iato a veritable profession, has recently ventursd inte

the fleld of Harxiap sconomic theories and Lenin's peomomic practices, ,
Allegedly, or, to uge Oardan's expression, PFor some strangs reason,

Marziats have alvweys sesn the achievement of working class power golaly 4in terme
of the conquast of political ovower, Resl pover, namely power over production in
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day-to-dny 1ife, way alwnys ignored,® X«

This 13 written by a man who is —- ¢f this there is no doubt whatever —
aequainted with ell of Marx!s writings, from his early humanist essays through
his CAPITAL, which is humsnism goncretized, as well as with hip historic writirgs
on the Paris ZJommune, TYet throuzh it all Cardan has menaged to keep intact the
valgarized concept -of Marx by the elelght of band of dealing with "Marxiste" in~
stead of with Morx himeolf., Anycne vho fails to ses — even in "™arx the ecorom-
1gt" ~= Mhe nev passions and new forces® for the raconstruction of woclety; eny- -
one vwho fells %o grasp Narx!s concept that the wory slienation of labor pruduvces
the "quest for wniversality,” or that the "leap from neceasity to freeden® s made
bty the workers thamsslves grosn to "all-gounded individuale® hae succeeded in
preciuding any understending of Harx, least of all fo¥ owr own epock, He has
succdeded in bBlinding himself not only to the great divielon in Merxism-Lenindsm
sroduced by Stalinism, Above all, he has blinded himeelf to a comprehension of
the pbjlsctive world development from monopoly to state gmpltaliam, vhich entaile
with it the totally new forms of proletarian struggle that are inseparabdld from
vhat Marx caliod "the quest for univercaliem.” ‘there the proletariat hae long
glnce moved from a hedpless feeling of alisnation to the posing ¢f the néed to
abolish the distinction between mental and menual lador {or, ap they wvut it, the
divigion.batwesn thinking. and doing), Cardan notil epeaks of alianation ne if it
vere a nav, dlscovery. ‘ : ; .

But, ¥hile Cardan attacks Marx mainly by implication, he goes at Lenin

hammer end tongs. Thus he writes (in the bullotin referred to): "But be (Lenin)
was also relentleswly Tepesting from 1917 amtil his death that preduction showld
te organized from ghove aloog 'state-capitalist lines,'" (My emuhasis)

Outpide of ptatements made by Commmiste and eapitalists, I know of no gr-
eater 1ie than the one contained in the guotation from Cerdsn, If the writing of
STATE AND RIVOLUTION on ths eve of the Noveuber Revolution, and the lesding of the
setual Busslan Revolution are not the greatesi exurples ~ in theory mnd in life ~
of ths spontaneous actions of the millicns of puople tearing -averything up by its
roots and freating a mew soclety in tke wnst expanse of Bugsla and ingpiring the
rest of the world by thias greathst historic creative zct, then, just se -all words
bave lost their msaning in Communist hsnds, eo have all actions lost thelr mean-
ing in the hands of this spcialipt ~. and there exists only the convolutions of
thie one mind grasping the "meaning of imocialipm® cuteide of the context of
kictory, of thsory, mnd of fact, .

4

A proof of his slanderous gtatement, Cardan quotes from gne of Lenin's

& (from previous mags) - Sce especially "Facing Reality" by J.R.Johnson, Pierre
Cheulieu and Grace O, Lee {Chapter VI, "The Marxist Organization: 3503~1958")
vhere he treats that concept asg if there had been no ghange in 1% throughout the
two decades of 1903-1923, Although that pamphlet appearsd after my "Marxisn and
Freedom', whera, in chapler XI, "Forms of Organisation: the Relationghip of the
Proletariat to the !Venguard Party'" I trace in some detail the changes that wers
wrought in the 1903 concest by the 1905 nnd 1917 Revolutiens, Cardan bag chosen
never so mich as to refer to this, much less grepple with the chengea.

%% Sgp "Tho Meaning of Socizligm® by Faul Carden, p. 12,
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speaches’ ("he Immedimte Tasks of the Soviet Government™) thoee paseages (pp.
332, 342, 345 - 5,¥, Vol VII,) wshich relate to the poasibllity of utilizing the
Maylor system,® So fantastic would that de as & sumaticn of Lonin's 145 cud
works that Cardsn himself iz forced to comment: ™ie are no better ravolutlopefiec
then Lenin, Wa are only forty years older}? However, this is said only %o
give 11p servics to Lenir za "revolutiomary,® In reality, this left-handed
comliment which is cupposed to prove that 4t 1s Mnot a quostlon of denigrating
TLenin, " perves to malke Stalinism seem loglcally to flow from Leniniem, Thus
Carden writes in that sume footnote: Mie believe these conceptions, this sub-
Jective factor, played an enormous role in the degensration of the Bussian Rev—
olution,., wo can se o today the relmtionship bvetween the views he held and the
later reality of Staliniew,m

Corden 1s etanding everything on its head, Xo "subjectiva" factor could
ever have produced en gblective sltvation == the new etage of capltslien, state
capitaligm, and the acteacion to powor of & niw clasa in Buasia - where state
capitalism had been theoretically predicted by Marx 100 years back snd digcerned
by Lenin in reality nearly a helf century ago,

My letters on the 1951 Russian Communist Pary Program euffielantly restore
Lenin!s true concept of ths reconstiuction of society from below, Whather he
wrote in the first year of Reovolution (1918) when Russis wu attaciked by world
imperialism end vhite comnter-revolutiocnaries, or in the last yeer of his 1life
(1923) when a shaky pence had coms, there never was any fundamental change in
. that viplon of the workers mtate without bureaucracy, without etanding army
vithout police, Thus in Jenurary 24, 1918, he had writtens .

Mia wanbed ths vorkers themselves to draw up, from below, the new prinsiples of
‘economic conditlons,® (Vol, VII, 1.227) .

In that same month Lemin had written ebout how Mahy" the workers still were since
they had not "yet become accustomed to the' idea that they are the ruling class
now,? In 1t he atiacked "lacedasicalness, sloveniimess, untidiness, nervous
hante,? of the "educated” which was dus, he aald, "to the almormel separation of
rentel from manuel lsbor,"™ He urged upon these intellectuals to bagin Jigten-~
ing to these thy workera: Yevery attempt to adh rs to atereotyped forme and to
imoose uniformity from chove gave a great ‘sxample of how to combins initiative,
independenca, frezdom of action, and vigour Irom below with voluntary centralimm
free from atereotyred forms....thers ie a groat deal of talent amoug the people
—=it 18 morely auppressed, It must ba giyen an opportunity to express itaelfl,
It, and it slopne, with the sumport of the maeses can save Russia and can save
the cmuse of socialiem,” {Vol. IX, DD.H19,420,422) : .

Indsed Lenin was willing to let a eingle distinction sum up the difference bet-
woen the Second Internationsl that had betrayed the workers and the new, Third
International, That eingls dietinction was that genuine Maraiets Mreduce
everything to ¢ he gonditions of lahor," (Vol. IX, p.li0), Ths femous trade
union detnie of 1920-21 disclomes how desverately he worked toward thle one
truth, how he differed sven on the question of designating Rusela as a workeral
state, His contention wag thet 2 praciee description would show instead that
the designation of "workers! state” sas an 7abstroction” while the reality was
that 1t wae & workers' and peasants! state "vith bureaveratic distortions."

In arguing sgainst Trotsky's adminigtrative mentality, Lenin ineisted that the
only esaurance there ig for the workers protecting thet state is through givw-
ing them the froedon to protect themgelves from the state: "The entirely
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orgarized proletariat muast protect itself and mwust utiliae the workerg! organi-
zations for the purpose of protecting the workers from thelr own state.® (p.9)

Tow to return to Cardan's fprooz” that Lenin's concept was "thle subjective
factor which vlayed an enormeus role in the degeneration of the Russian Revolu
tion"—the quotation from Lenin's speech vhich refers to the pessibls need to
introduce the Tayler aystsd end says that "the rmsees must unquestiondngly obsy
the pingle will of the leadars of the labor process." What Cardan fails to say im

1) That the Taylor systém was net put into effect 4n Lenin'e time;

2) That the "epinglo will® was not = reference to foremen or menagers of pro-
ducticn, ™o point of contention et that time «— Peingle” wa, "collectivel
will — roferred, mot to & relationship detween worke: and boss, but to the que—
stion of parallelism in organizetions, That 1s to say, because Russia wae 8o
backvard during Tzarism that bo national trade-union orgenizaticn s:xisted, thers
sprung up during the revoluticn factory committees and. trade-uniona, oe well as
Soviets and Perty celle, There was aleo the question of ntilizing the "bourg-
aolp epecielist® at & timo uhen production wms really at a etandntill from four'
years of war, civil wr, end counter-revolutlonary attackn,

Were we, for the cake of argument, to disregard the objective circum-
stancos in which this epeoch was made; were wo further te dlgregard the eix
veara which Denin lived and wrote following the speech: were we even to say that
a single article could sum up an entire revolutionary peried, would it still not
be incumbent upon the anslyst to sumarize the whuls of the article? That gpeech -
coneisted of more, & great denl more than those quotations used by Cardam, That
speech anslyeed tho principle iask of the proletariat to be "the peeitive or
creative work of setting up an extremely intricate and subtle system of now
srganizetional rolationghips extending to the planned production end distrilmtion
of the goods required for the axlstomce of tens of millions of wmeople, Buch a
revolution can be earriad out only if the majority of the populetion, end prim-
arily the majority of the toiloers, dinpley independent historical ereative mpirit
+ss By creating s mev Soviet type of atate, which gives the cpportunity to all’
tha tollere and the maseca of ths oppressed to take an active part in the inde-
pendent building of & new soclety, we eplved only a small part of this difficuld
protlexm, The principle difficulty lieo in the esonomic ephere, (Vol.VII p.315)

In that sams speech Lenin speaks of T0ur work of organizing nation-wide
accounting and controel of production and dietribution under the guidsnce of the
proletariet has lagged very much behind our work of directly expropriating the
expropriators,” And again (pp., 328-9) "The socialint etate can arrise only
as & network of producers and conpumers commmes which consclentiously calewlate
their productior and consumption, oconomize labor, steadlily raise the producte
ivity of labor, and thus emable the working day to be reduced to, eowen, eiz, end
oven leoe hours per day." Loé's mot forget either that, while the goal of the
slx-hour day wae made integral to the program the followlpg year, the Taylor
eysten wag not, ]

Far from the Taylo: systom (which he most cortainly did nmot understand)
being the ruling concoption, proletarian demernyy vma the guiding line which
Erm;tad. Isbints spanch, - . Dhis is what the Soviets meant to Lenin,

i5 1¢ why he put the whols etresc on ths fact that the soviet form of organiz-
ation ie jJuatified beceuse "for the first timo a start iz thus mads in teaching
the Mhels of the mepulation in the art of administration, and in their begining
to adminlster” (pp.;345-6)  And he waras against "a potty-bourgeols tendency to’
tranaforn the members of the soviets into 'members of parliament,! or into
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bureaucrats, This muet be cembatted by frawing 211 tae members of the sovlets
into the practical work of edministration,.. Our aim is to drav the vhole of
the poor into the practical wori of pcministration,,s our aim is to insure
that every oiler,.., ehall perfornm gtate duties." (0.347) The workers! state
was only four bonthe old and was confronted with "a period of walting for new
outbreaks of the revolution, which is maturing in the Vest at a painfully slow

pace,” : .

The eapitaliste-——state and private—have good and sufficlent, that
ig to sny, exploitative reasons for denigrating Lenin, Bub vhy chould soclal~
1gts ntoop to thie 37 years after his death when the theoretical wold 4in the
Marxist movement remains mfiiled with asy meaningful pontritutions to meet the
challenge of our times, fruly i% has been salds "Mine enemiec I koow. Protect
me fron Iy frierds," :

Avgust 5, 1981 ‘ —Raya




KEVS & IETTERS 8751 Grand River Detroit, liichigan TYler 8=7053

September 10, 1951
WERILY POLITICAL LETIFER
ATTITUDES 70 WAR: The Fot-So~Neutral Nesutrals and the Yorklng Claue

Dear Friendgt

The shockingly aligned behnvior of the so-called nep-aligned nations
et the 3elzrade Conference last week compels a second ook at the do-
cigive 1ife-and demth gquestion of the attitude toward war, It is not
that "neutrality® moans enything serious io the working-ciags vhich can
under no eircumstences allow 1tself the luxury of neutrality, real or pre-
tended, in u war between claghes. But the 19607s, pevartheless, differ
sharply from the 1950's when, after the Forean War, neutralism of the Afro-
Asien world did compel both sidsz of the Irom Curtain te give to the newly-
amergent third world ccononic aid and, vhere war threntensd frem the Veat,
whether over TFormosa or Susz , it was stonved before it bacams World War
IX%, It is true that in sach case the "Weot® itaelf wes divided and that
helped in no incongideradle way, HNeverthelese, the totality of tha war
weanons in our ere wore mot unloosed and "neutralim' . plsysd an independent

pert, This is mo longer true, and the omes vho lmou 1% ere tha "neutraly®

| Thic wag the firet of many  shocking elements in this Balgrads .
meeting vhich took & year %o yrepare and begsu e, st ‘lesst  in part, as
. ah anti-Rusgian gathoring, only to end as toeing the line, now that the
worldig divieion into two, and only two nuclear goliaths had been mode
clear boyond the peredventurs of a doudt, Yhatever motivated Tite in hle
nationelistic broealr from Ruesia and then pushad hinm into trying to buwild a
fthird bloa® was now compslling hie return to home dase,

: At our Labor Dey plesum shich opened on the day of the Belgrads Cop-
' ference and the dsy after the Khrushchev unilateral decision to resume mu-
clear testing, I stresmed that he wan making mure that he, not they, was
setting the agendn, Thip remusns trus, bubt since, previousiy. ie wanted
to Ye ¥alona® in Mrepresenting® the neutrals and sbowed opez disapprovel
of Tito's maneuvers to arrange for this conforence last year, this act of
getting tho agenda "for® them made 1t avpear as if the Conference wouid dis-
- avnrove yed one more uniiateral aect, The not-so neutral neutrals, howsver,zot over
their fghock? po wery quicldy, without changing in a eingle fundamental of
what they cams preparsd for, that a re~examination is called for W usn,

. For sxnpmple, Tito cushioned his suppossd shock by openly stating he
eould understand Runsie!s "motivatatione," Very cbviously, the man was
resligning too 2asily so that it can by no means e be excluded that he
actunlly ¥new in edvance of Fhrushchsvis actions. Perhaps he and Kirughe
ehev and Vlbricht are having a good laugh ovar the fact that the bBourgsois
arees in the Wsst had so totelly misunderstood Tito's rotimations in accopting
American aid that they vrote up the Zapt German delegatiods wieit to hinm
a fow days before the confarencals ovening as 1f it wers begging for sup~
port on the Berlin question, In iruth, they rmst have beer informing him
of the ntomic terror Khrushehev would soon unloosa sgaingt the "West,"
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What I an eaying is that no small change in the world complex of
alignsd and non=alisnsd, even thoush the non-~aligned comnet be considered
“povers? 1in any sense in rich the United States and Russia are, For,
Just ag I an ointing out thschance in the cotplexion of asutralism from
the 1950'¢ to the 1960%s, ko the ro%irth of chauvinism in its most virue

g though pow directe’ ngainpt Germany (with not & 1ittle anti-
Senitien on both eidos of thu German wall), can be used not only to wm=
dormina the noutrsloc but the Mfest." ilv one lmows bettar than Ehrugh-
cie¥y vho rules o country that suvposedly follows the lime of "a German,
Karl Har>»® that Euenin has demegogically transformed ths hated Nazi into
"a Gerzan® any Gorzan w except of course th Eapt O8rmane who are hig
puppste. Iz truth, thie hides (1) that the Encyclopedia of Russia
doee not evsp mention that Xarl lMarx weg a Jow, {2} that thas Rugsians
and Jews wers not the only anti-Nazis; se wera milliong in Hitler'g cone
centration caps, not to meation ail thal that great nation hed produced
in the greatest mans movement of the prolatariat before Worid War I
ant up to Hitler's conquest of power, and then unlooeing of the war

with the help of the 8talin-Hitler Pact,

But at the mosent, precicsly bocsues no new rovolutionary society
&rone out of torld ¥ar IX, and therafors a residus of anti- Germanism
remained aleo with the prolstariat of the West that had to destroy Fagl
Oermarny, Ehrushchev is wsing this to undermine ¥tha etrong men in the
Wegt.® Thus in DeGaulle France vhich ig strongly eligned with Adensusr
Gernany, & recent poll revealed that only 9% of the French were willipg
Yo fight ovar the stetuw of Berlin, Vkile no doubt & great part of
this percentage of antiewnr sentiwent wns 2galinat any eapitalistic war,
Korushchev in this latest anti-German campaign concerns himself only with
concentrating on the single question of antiGermanisn = and ke 1s succesding
vith the help of the so~salled yadical. intellectuals, from the Exislientin~
lista to ths paciiiats, i ,

The nasraness of wer can be gauged nmot only Yy Ehrushche?’s thrsats
or Kennedy'a military prepsrations but by the fact that Tito, vho had to
fight for his nmationglimm == & ¥soclalisn® $u one tiny, littls comtry
$o mateh' §talin's vast emplre «- seems now to be returnitg to the fold,
- lloreover, thie is not one Buropean country raturning to the Slavie fold,

Taks the queation of Elrumeh and hov esaily he zol over hig Pahpokt
of Ehrushchevia unilateral nction in volisoning the worldls atmosphere in
atemic dust, Vithout a single pause that dutiful statement was followved
by & parrot=like repetition of avery single yroponal of Khrughchevy from
that on Berlin to that of the reorganization of the TN Saecretariat, ™ven
the nationolistio request that Africa be declared & “nuslear free gone®
was strictly 4in line with Khrughchevle foralgn policy which does not teat
in Africa while France does, That demand failed to taks into acecount
that Ruseia’s 100 mognton bozd 19 over 5,000 timeg the power of Francels
and will curely poieon tho air all over the world, Africe is on this
plenet, and cennot escape tho consequances of that insans totalitarian
action, Nicumahls foipt proteat cunnot be construed as anything short
of kmovledge aforshand, Indeed aven his "eo-neutraliste” treated him
&g a "gpokeamon for Thrughehevw,® Geography not boing ac sasily changsd
as leaderghip ambhitiong, Firumuh may chanhge once again bhefore the outbregk
of war, But the fact that the hesd of the African country that gained
its independemces first could be outehona.w Promier Oyrille Adomla of
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the Congo vho got the post ¥y UW manirwlation 1s important to nute,
Adovla statsd that any war betuwssn the big pover bleca might deprive all
Africa of indepcndence, Wiile ke too kept away from naming the Soviet
Union as the ons who had ended the copsation of nuclear tssting, he did
say that their resumption ®defleg the legitimte hopes of manking,"

Yaturally the bourgaois mress of the ¥est pouncsd upon the doudle~
tongued oratory of those vho are supposed to be opposed to nuclear testing
but nevertihelese folloved the line got bty the totalitarian ruler whe brole
the nuclear test ban, A% the szame time the bourgeoie press gave the ime
Precalon that all of independent Africa wap thers wbareas in fact Sigeria,
vhich had throvn & general strike in protest sgaingt Franca vhen che axe
Ploded her bomb, declined the invitation to attend the Belgrade Conferencs,
Ho noed to ehed tears over the hurt foolings of “ths Weat® for being
treated so unrewardingly bty this conferencs although thay had not been
the first to regume muclear teoting. For this need not megn that they will
2ot ba the first to atart the WeT, .

We sre not concermed with either of the blocs vao are equslly out to
dominpte the worid oven 1f At means destroying it, What coneerns us in
the underdsveloppd ecountries is how the leadefship there ie aligning ite
self without regard to eny mew society on other beginnings than that of
atate capltalism, %hus putting so grest obstacles fn the path of their
Peopie, who are tha best allieg of the proletariat of the mdvnncsd coume
tries. as the Big pewers put in the path of their prolatarist,

The pro-Russilanism of the potty=bourgeols intellectuals mugt alsg
be called ty 4its rightful nams for there is nothing wors dangeroug to ,
the proletarfsat than the labor bureacracy and the radieal Antellectuals
¥ho do the sams Job ap the caplteligte e but all in the name of "peace,"
over if pesce bo tho typs o2 atomic terror that Ihyushchav practices to
& "Hitler degres, Thus he tellg each vieiting delegation, trade wion
included, that tho country from vhich they eams will be the ens to be wiped
off the fabs of the aarth, What Harry MoShane wrote me on thet ig worth
underpeeringt *The Trades Council delegation, on ite return from Ruasis,
told us that the Russians covld not wnderntand vhy we tolerated tha Pow
laria.ahip g3 Roiy Loch, The "ally Workert es lvirtual core
tainty! that the sudmarine seon in Nussian waters weo a Polarip ehip from
Boly Loch, and reminted ue ¢f the Rugsian announcement tbat if one of
thoss ships figured 1n a dangerous incident there would be retaliation
n;.u: bage, Thie &9 ueing the weapon of fear, ¥e can build nothing on
that, ’

Once again it bacomes fegepoory to return to our Harxist ABC's, In
the present case, the Glaoghw proletariat ie showing the only truly inde-
pendent vay, Harry MeBhars raports the followings SThe Wept of Scotlard
Digirict Comnittma of the Hational Union of Railwayman has condamed
Rusgia'e decision %0 rewuze nuclesr tosting, end aske the EC to call on
the Soviet Reilwaymsr to demonstrate againgt 4t,% In contrast to this
the only truly 4ndependent Seottish workingclass appeal to itp Russian
brothers, 4w the fact that the Oommittes 100 ars pelyine on the P to
neke a guccops of the demonstration at Holy Loch as A7 the Scottigh
workers were not awere that there 1z mo aifference optwoen American prie
vate eanitalistie Polarda and Rusgian gtate capitalist 100 megaton Yoribsl
o professionnl F1}d-rather=bo=Radrtnan-dsadt CiiDers, it ia necegsary to
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repoat Lenin! o1
"I think that T 26 Hague Conference who

war in various languagoee,
refute the oninien that
conierence are gooenents of Hilyeee It 18 do=—
$irabls to f1lustrats with eoseinl concratenssg,.,, the examples of the
Basie Congress of 1912, that ths theoretical adcispion that war 1s crimfe
nal, that wapr g imoermimgible for g Socialiet, ete,, turng out %o be emp=
ty phrases becouss such & presentation lseks @11 con +» only the
formation of revolutionsry nucles,,,, ® (Enphasia added)

It bYacomen as nstegehry tn  expose tho leadership of tha neutrals ang
the so=caliod peace movenants ag it ig to oppose tho direct elsss onemy 4n
ohe's own count mpita.t. There 1g only

for poace and that 3 reconntruction of
coclety on other than capitelistic grourde, on fruly new,
Those whio flee in farrofew ths intellectualg
Russia at’ thip moment or thous
&re preparing the grouna,

" PuS. I ask that the digengsion on thig letter Ye held in conjumotion with
the On Yar and Pencs bulletin 0 Beptember, 1960, ‘ '

LD 2




KEVS & TET7IRS 8751 Grand River Detroit 4, Michigan TYler 8-7053

September 17, 1661
YEEITY FCTITICAL LETTER

Tecauso this article on the 5%h anniversary of the Hungarilan Revolution
1g dus in Scotlend this week—e month in advance of the annivereary-—we are
Jumping the gun hers ond prasenting it es the eekly Folitical Letter, We
ecannot conccive of a better way of getting avey frow the negative of the
daily news than by remembering the positive lessona of that great ravolution,

— the Regidont Editorial Board

SEONTANZITY OF ACTION ARD ORGANIZATION OF THOUGHT:
1N iG40R1A OF THE BUNGARLAT REVOLUTION

by Heya pwmayavsm;'a ]
TYTIT TR R 1 -
"Donit talk to me about cpace shipe, &
trip to the meon or Harx, atout life in
the atomic Bgod.eus . .
®We live like this, In derkuess, in mud,
fsr _aW...-' .

"Don't tell mo' it is worse in Africa, I
1ive in Furope, my skin la vaits, Who
vill embrace me to make mo feel that I

am humani® .
- s Eapoly Jobbagy
Budapest, April 1956

- On Qctobar 23, 1956 the Ruselen puwpet regime in Hungary fired on a
student youth demonstzation in Sulapegt, ZFar from dieparsing the young
etudents, these were aoon Joined by the workers from the factorilea in the.
outlying suburbs, The Rewwlution kad begun in earnest, During the following
13 days, ever broader layers of the population revolted, From the wvery '
young to the very old, workers and intellsctuals, women and children, even
the police and the atmed forges —= truly the population o & mam = turned
egainet the top Conmmist bureaucracy and the hated, sadistic AVO (secrot
police), The Comunist Party with more than 800,000 and the trade unions
allegedly representing the working vopulation just evaporated, In its place
aroge Workers! Cowncils, Revolutionary Comittees of every sort —- intelloo-
tuale, youth, the arsy —- all moving away from the Single Party Btate,
Overnizht there sprung vp 45 nevapapers and GO different parties, but the
dbelpive force of the revolution remired the Workern! Oouncils. When 13
doye of ermed reslatance wvas bloodily crushad by the might of Russlan totali-
tarianism, the mew form of workers! orgenization —— factory councily =
called & ganeral wtriks, It wes the first %ime in hiatory a general
striks followed ths collapue of the revolution, It held the foreign lmperi-
glipt ap well as the Fmewt government at bay for five long weoke, Ived

& Jance Hedar had o pretend he wae 1istening to the demends of the Workers!
Couneile for control over oroduction and even ths possidle ghrogation of the

single party rule.
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Ap lato sg Hovember 21, 1956, the Avponl of the Central ¥Yorkers
Couneil of Great Bulapoat stateds Mus protest against the attituds of
the newly~formed !Froe Trude Unione! whichk are ready to nocepnt the workera!
councils merely as economic orrans, We declere that in Hungery today ths
Workers! Councile repressut the real interests of the working class, that
there is no stronger political Dover in the eountry today than the powers of
the Workers' Councile,! (1) And on November 30th the Bulletin of the
Central Workers Council reported a meeting with Kndar at vhich they do-
manded a dally prees organy M"Our nosition is that the Workers' Councils nra
in absolute need of & vrews organ so that tho workers may recleve wiform
erd true information...We also raimed the question of the multi-party eys-
tom.® (2) It was the attempt to publish the Workers! Journsl without state
pernission that made Hndar reelize that Wthe government was simply, igmored,
Everyone who hnd & wroblem to mettle came to us (Central Workaers! Goumeil}.¥(3)
that made the Eadar Government, with the help of the Russian irmy, move 4n
and disgolve the Councils, on December 9th, long after armed resistsnco had
been crushed and the exodus of refugees had renched 200,000 or & full 2 per
cent of the total population, . .

Although the Revoluiion had been aparked by the inteiloctuale, net
only kad the workers borne the mein Brumd of the fighting, but it wag they
who had chown the greatest ereativity and given the Revolution ita historie
direction, Even thelr support of Imre logy wag dapendent on his acceptance
of the workers control over produciion, = milti-marty oystem of govermment,
and gnew type of socisligm, Central to it wes, sn independent Hungary, but
thig demand for nelf-doterrination hod mothing in common With narrow bour=
gooly nationaliem, 45 Imre Nagy hingelf recognized — it wags this fact that
- brought him to the loadership of & revolution he did not desire =+ VThay
went s Peoplets Democraey where the working people are masters of the eountry
and of their own fate, where human beirge are respected, and whers gocial
end political life L# conducted In the evirit of humanism,,.An atmosphere of
cuspiclon and revenge 4e banishing the fundamental feature of socialict moru~
lity| hmim.. (“) ' !

. _Thig Marxist humnism wng in %he alr since 1955, Because the Communist
intellectual eavshit thie in ths air, he we aegured of leadership of a revo-
lution againet Communisw, ‘hen the fight mgainst the Stalinist, Rekosl, had
firet begun and he oullod these intsllactuals Youtsideg" Tador had replied
that the ruling civcle ¥is not the party, Tho party 1s curselwoa, thous
sho belong to the other currant, who fight for the ideaws and principles of
bumnigm, and whose aina reflest in ever-increassing measurs thoss of the
reople and of the country," (5) But though the intellectuals had esught the

El) THE REVIEW (published by the lmre Nagy Inatitute, Brussels) $4, 1960
2) Ibid, EAST EUROFE (New York) Amrdi 1959 also carries an "Eyowitness
'« Report of How the Workers Councilz Fought Eadar,!

(3) My Experiences in the Central Workers' Council of Greater Budapsst"
by Miklog Sebastyen, THE REVIEY, Yol. IIX, %2, 1961

(4) MBE NAGY ON COLMUAISH: In Defonse of "The New Courss,” pp. 49, 56

(5} BEEIID THE RAFE OF HUNGARY by ¥, Fejto. Sea alao my MAREIS AND
FRZETOR, pp. 62, 255~6 on the Rusaian dobates on Marx's Humanist
Busaya, end my "Nationalien, Communism, Marxist Humaniem and ths
Afro-aplan Revolutioneg® oo the Polish debtates,
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buranisnm in the air and set off the rewlution, they d1d nst reveal’ theme
salves As leadsrs snd orgenizsry ot the monsnt of crisla, The best, the
young however, did recognize trat ¢ko sposéeneity -which produecsd the reve-
lution vill see that 1t doow mnot die, “Ag & true Marxist I believe 4in
the inovitability of the hintorie procesoes. We lmow perfectly well that

& wave of terror and Stalinist resression will be let locse on ua.,..You
know how the revolution broks out -~ gpontoneouely, wthout any kind of
preperation, When the police fired on our studente, leadership and organi.
zation sprung wp ovor night, Well, wa'll scatter now Just as cpontaneously
&8 we came together....The rovolution can't dle; 1t will play dead and awais
its moment to rius again." {§) . .

Todny, when the world stands on the brink of nuclear holocaust,

gparked by Husslan atate-capitalimm celling 1teelf "Communipm" and’
American private capitalisn calling itpelf *Domocracy,” the page of frees .
dom gvened by the Hungnrism Rovoiutisn showo the only way out of the eripip-
wracked canitalist erder, When ths 1917 ﬂussign Rovolution put an end to
the firg} botreyal of established Marxism, Lenin never wearisd of reminding
us that without Fthe drese rehearssl® of 1905, thera cotdd have been no |
successful 1917, Bocauae of the mtwrity of our age, marked, on the one
hand, by the African Revolutions vhich broke from Western capitalism, and,
on the other hand, by the Emst Buropean Revolutions ageinat Russinn totali.
tarianism, the Hungarian Revolution of 1956 is more than & dress rehesrsal
for a new Buropean Revolution, It is tha dress reheareal for & world revo-
lution that 18 out to recongtruct soclety on new, truly human beginnings and
in that way finally bring to an end that which Marx ealled the pre~higtory

of mankind, : :

Kol oo T

(6) From's report bty Peter Schwid quoted in THE HUNGARIAN REVOLUTION,
.edited by Melviz J, Lesky. ; i o

(1eYor donated)
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WESILY FOLITICAL LETTER

COMPLETE AND OSN-RAL DISARIAIENT, OR TWO CAN FLAY THE GAHE

e new "peace dove,* John Fitzgerald Kennedy, bhas just ghowz tthe
other," Nikita Sergeievich Ehruehchev, that two can play the gamo of
Rcommlete and gensral dissrrement,” Bis speach before the UN, in tone
distinguishod by Anglo-Baxon wnderstatenent, wes, in content, as ruthlees,
and overbearing s Ehrusichevts shos thumping, AY the very start ho og~
tablished his own ground rules: MIn this 1rall there ara net three forces,
but only two,? EHe followed this up by giving his own interpratation of the
Belerade Conferenset "It iz in this (UN) epirit that the rocent Belgrads
Cenferencs,.. endorued Pgemeral, copplete and gtrictly an interastionslly
controlled disarmement,® : _ o s

He then luunched into an etiack on the totherst® Wihe other, seeking
p different worl2, would undernime thie orgsnisstion (the f20) 4n ths yro-
_cess,¥ Secondly, the Wgthers® not only, for 15 long years, thai is direct-
1y ae the war was over, met Your concessionBy.s b obatruetion® hut Wthe
pleas of mankind have been mot with disregard.® Ou top of that, yhiile _
we were negotinting in good- feith st Genevm, othera were secretly preparing
now experiments in destruction,  'Just in case anyone did not undevstend
Voo Wthe others" were, JFE beceme specific: ¥he tide of self-determi-
netion hag not yet reachad the Comminlgt ompira,...vhich teilde & wll to
%eep truth g stranger and ita own citizeng prisoners,® ¥If there 13 &
crists {over Berlin} it is becouss an existing pesce is under threat” and

b hag been interrupted by ‘barbed wire snd consrote
vlocks," ZEven Russian literature vee broveght S to draw sharp the compar-
1gen between the current Vothers® and the mad Pear Boris Godunov ae
Pughlin interoreted his orders: ¥Take stevs at this very hour that our
frontiers e fonced by barriers....that not & single soul pess ater the
border, that mot n bhare be able to run or & crow to 7ly.* Acd Eennedy
quicldy left Pushicin and %he Dgars to throw gd Ehrushchev his own typs of
threati ¥the United States hza both the will and the weapons,.."

How that the brandighment of nuclear war hae been made, one (if that
one 1s u capitalintic ruler) muet of course COoVEr URs And heres’ Eennedy
did Fhrushchev one batter by not only talking of pie in the aky, 1iterally
¢ineo outer space too was tp be goarsnteed(PThe cold war raaches of the
univerge must aot Yecoms tho new arema of an even colder war, "), dbut _
proudly stated that ‘the U8 now bas %e new now-statutory agéncy frlly enw
dorged by the fongress,® The only thing he failed to add 4s that 1t is the
same(dogross, in the sams weok in which 1t established the new US Disarte-
ment Azency, that aigso went in for the greatest military budld-up, from
sngwasing the armed forces on active duty to anpropriating funde Ty Iar
the greatest smount ever sar~marked for tho ¥ppace-time" military. The
same Congaes avoroved tho underground nuclear testing and the oflering
of nuclear arme tralaing to the Frencioontingents of NATO, But Kennedy
diantt foi) to bit at thoee fothors® sho uss the questlon of disarmament
merely as & alogea "to resigt concrete steps® even as they use outar space
that wy, so that the UN must keep *nuciear veapens from seeding new battle-
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grounds in outer spacs,® This genaration knows morsover that gither
furandsshing er yislding to threats can only lead to war." Above all
¥peace 1g not solely & millitary or tecimieal vroblome— it ip primerily a
vroblem of politico and people,”

This, or rather what concrete steps flow from this, is reslly the
only new thing in the Kennedy epoech, That 4s, the President has now
announced that he meane to uge the UN for his ands both by armipe 1t and
by setting 1ts line: (1) *In the world we seelk, United Hations emergency
forces which have been haptily mssenblasd, uncertainly supplied and in~
adequately fimanced will never be enough,? And (2) "Nor are these aggres-
eiong any legs resl because men ere knifed in their homeo and not ghot in
the fields of batile,® .

Now that the all-geeing head of fthe West® hao taken over the UN,
the Afrowiglan bloe, whieh he haos not recognized ss any third foree, dut
toward which ell thig was directed, is told how it must act: not only to
deal wlth "colonielisn® ¥in full" e that is to see the Communist empire
and not only Western fuperialiem, It had better reslize (1) that %a nuo-
lear disaster, spread by winds and waters and fear, could well engulf the
great and the smnll, the rich and the poor, the committed snd the uncom~
mitted; " {2) that e cannot endanger security by another long uningpec-
tod ban on teetings¥ (3) that "we cannot fail these commitments! in West
Berlin-therefore not only may there be world var but (4) the Africans
better accept the Administratiods rewriting of history that in 1945 (de-
spite Hiroshims, mind yon) wo' wmented internationsl control of’ the atom,
witnees the Bavuch plan: that, despite the Korean Var in 1951, we wanted
fdigarmamant,® and that, of courpe, the 1961 military 'bu:lld.—up and’ the
readiness $o use nuclear war is %o be digregarded sincs, of courge, we
would not be Mhe aggrecsors:® Fothera® wuld, Above all, thie bloc must
accept our word for it that the fight agui.nnt “colonial!.nm" vhers 1%
atil) exigiu! hag our Yeympathy,®

1 don‘t fmow how much time the Frepiderit intends to give the dloe to
see the light, but the goneralitiae of his antiwgolonialiem ageinat the cone
crete realities of the Algerian war hig ally Defeulls and tha Angolan
outragee by ancther HATO partner, Portugal, will mll hig bluff scon

Gno“gh. R

The point 4s (4n this Founedy wes right, althovgh not for the reascns
he gave) there are cnly$we nuslesr giants out for the demination of the
world «— U8 and Russia,~ Therefore the reamction of Rusgia is decigive,
Eennedy has shown that he too can play the game of nuclear disarmament
and pven *totel disermament,® If he ghould be able to steal Knrushchevis
thunder not only ampeg rulers of smel} nationn that are Ypeutral,? but
.even, ray, in the spontancous peace wovements who have shown 4n both Eng-
land snd Japan thst, in part at least, they know almo how to demonstrate
agalnet Hussia, and not only against America; if some of the Africang move
awav from the Mroiks® concention and do give their support to a new W
Gsusral Secrctery sho would surely fullow the US line; if, despite the
facv that Zhrughchev had not bothered to inform the Ruseian people of the
actual puclear explosions, thay do hear of sll the pollution of the worldts
air; inclwling that of their own land, and begin to ahow thelr reatlessneas}
if, if, if, — wvhat thent

Ehrughchew could hardly care lesa for he has already won vhat he was
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after — a®j new Mo 13 back off on ths "pancetil® aspact of "nanseful
co~oxistence,” with just the right dosage of terror, threats, and
belng ffriend" of the fight ageinst "colonialiem" e-yhen it tam!'t hisg
emiro they are revoltings asainat, Hera i what I meany the nmuclear
explosions were started éirectly aftar the Draft Frogram of the Rupsian
Commmist Party was publiched, Tnle promired the Ruselans Ucormlete
comnmien® previded there was co ver, ard provided there wuld Ya, in the
decade (196170} a 1007 rige in lator oroduztivity end by the second
docade (1971-80) & 3005 rise, Eirushchev then crested the Berlin crists,
vhich, like the wnilatersl action to resus nuclear testing, he blamed on
*Wastarn imperiailen's military build-up,” He has succeeded in gealing
off Eanst Berlin and the drain on the ranpowver there bty vhat he dared eall
"bead hunters! and he will mow tell Ulbricht of the nmorms that East German
workerse muct produse to become ths induatrial arsenal for alli of Eastern
Ewops, if not ales Russle, To the Congreass of the Rusailan Communigt
Farty, which is to convene on October 17th, he can thersby ¥ghew" thege
#successest” (1) he has avoided war over Berlin, which was allegedly to
be £f he badn't threatened and threatened and actually mealed off Rast -
Gormany; (2) he did succead in getting Tito back ( and if Tito now regrate
big action because war wais mot imminent, he ean cortsole himeelf with the
fact that 1t is not yet excluded that the RCP Congrasa vill not aleo gao-
retly wota specin) powers for a poseible Ysudden® war)s -(3) he can claim
that 1t way his thrests teo Vestern Furope to uge it so & "hostage® 1s that
virich put the pressurs on Kennsdy to at least promise not to "transfer”
nuclear weancns to the "militarists of West Germamy" or otheras and inotead
recogniza the realitiog® of either the Oder-Niesen line or East Germany or
both; and (4) on & par with the labor productivity the Russians must pro=- -
duce iv the mey mtage in Africen rolatione, as wvitness Florum¥g astions
-at Belgrade and goon to be followed at the UN ant already followed by
diemiseal of the Britieh officers of the Ghenaian army, ’ '

. The really new is that lest point, although, again, 1t comes mot from
Ehrmshchov!s dofnge but from the internal developpent, What has bsen hap-
Pening in Ghana =~ and my tomarrow reach othep Africen nations for none
can escape the objective pull of world capitelism, on the ong hand, and
the gabjective pull of the newly-~born Proletariat on the other band, 1z
thies; rprivats cepitaliem, even vhem 1% endorses a Volta dam, hes neither
developed the gountry much industrially, nor eould it possibly escape the
class struggle, Tho proletariat has Yeen atriking = a great traneport °
strike has just taken plges in Ghann, At the same time the intellectuals
bave been demanding more "stato plenning® — go the adninigtrative mantalte
ty of Nirumsh makes him think hs emn Vsatisfy" bdoth by accepting "geclal-
tsn" (read: state capitaldmsm) for which the worksre would be willing to
continue tightening thair belts, He has ovidently learned mothing either
from Quadros or from Fidel,

For the moment — we aro merely left whore we wore before Eennedy
began playing Kirushehsevig game, But the UN's new role, in btoth arme and
fpolities, and the crorsroads which the African nstions have reached will
dovelop in the new astoge of the struggles for the minds of men to where the
peace movements too will need to realize thelr paralyeis Af they are not
backed up by the actusl proletarian mass movemant for the reconstruction

of socisty,
— Rm

(1abor donated) 2959
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VEZEET FOLITICAL LETTER
THE SYRIAN HSVOLT The Cold War iu the Middle East

Dear Friends:

The guecegeful army coup to regnin the independence of Syris from
Egvpt put an end to the United Arad Republic, Kansser says the revoltl
vas an Timperialistic plot! ageinst hie "socialliom,® There has deen
11ttle encugh "socimlisz® in Egypt, let alone Syris, It is true there
had bBeen soms land reform An Egypt while the feudal potentetés in Syria
went very nearly untouched, But it wes these game landowners plus the
small capitsiist clasp plus the military buresucrecy which, less than
four yenre ngo, had ngked for union with Bgypt, though the latter bad
aeither s common border nor & common history with Syria, About the
orly reason anyons could adduce then for this sudden merger.was that the
Commmist Party of Syriz wns getting to powerful and Nasser had shown

. hig expertnoss ir dealing with political opposition, Nasser odbligoed
sgain by putting the leaders of the (P in joil and driving the party
“undergroutd, . A : . . )

, Op the other hand, the renctlonary government in Syria vas no%
oxactly & novice in such metteys sither, The Communlst Farty, which
had, four yesra back, looled threatening had 1tuelf come ocut of 1l- .
legality only 4in 1954, Betweer 1954 and 1958 it had become. the best
organized and mowt active party in the vhole Middle East. Howsver,
toroughout this perdnsd, its leadery had functioned, not as revolutionaries,
buat s Arab natiomalisbs, Although it contrelled all three itrades unions
und varied "Natiopal Front" organigations, 1t bad given up ite agrarian .,
demnds, For the clsss struggle it substituted Ruselen foreign policy,
tallored to suit the Arab Middile Bast, o ' ) .

is 1ty ledder, Zhaled Balkinsh, hod put it, ¥Syria 1s Arab nationalist,
not.Comtuniet , and will remain go," Its Manifesto appealed to "all four
clesses,? "The ¥ational Front,® ssid the 1955 Syrian (P Manifesto, "ought
to wnito all those who oppose the Paot of Baghdad," To maks themszelwvee
fully mcceptablo to the rulige cliques, it spiced iis program with m '
good denl of axti-Senitiem, Ths cornerstons of all Arad Commimist
policy being that Isreol ia an Meutpost of Western impérialisnm in the
Middle East.” With tho Czoch arms deal, the (P persisted with its
pentral aim: to lead &yrias, like Egypt, wnto the Ruesian foreign

policy path, . C

. When the Uniﬁpd Arad Republic, tnder Naraer, drove the Commmist
Party underground, not a word of open criticlsm came from Russia, Thie
doesn’t, of courps, mean that Rumoiz had po interosts other than thoae
of Nasesr, but he 15 too important an ally in the fight against "the |
Wegt? for Rumsia to encourage its (Po in the Middle East to carry on

any independent policy except when Napser turne ageinet Russia, Thus,
vhen the Iraqi Revolution occurred, and Eacsim and Naocer competed for
leaderphin of tho Middle Saet, Russia burried massive aid to the High
Aeven Dam, sl though,or precizely bacausa the (7 played au independent
role and Iraq comveted with Egypt for leadership, Ia m word, when Nsgeor

B e R L L T
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began to suspect Ruasia's role, Ruscla was quick to appeage hiu, Letle
not forget that it took tww Il yeers after the Susz war &nd Dullesn's
scuttling of the promised sid to Dgytt before Khrushchev consented to
step in,

, It e trus that in the past fov months exposes of Nasser's dicta~
torial rule, with accugations that ke had murdered a leader of the Syrian
P, began to &ppear in ihe Russian wress, The mresent military coup,
howaver, seenms to bs without benefit of Russlan cowziicity. It 1e concon-
trated in the game clique shich, four years Yack, bad handed Gyria to
Feypt womt enthusistically, In the tangled Middle Eactern gituation,
this Auzen’t menn thrt the Syrian (P wouldn®t help the same clique break
away from the United Arab Republic! IS becomes &1l the more important
therefore to review the whole Middle Eastern situation from the vantage

point of the c_old WAT,

The entry of Russias in the Mid<le East in 1955 with the Orach
arme deal came on the inltiative of Caire and Demascus as much ap from
Russian ambitions, Thersin liss the key to the difference in Russian
policy botween 1945 and 1955, At the ond of World War II, Busasia tried
‘direct military intervention in Iran, Its "Western A1lies® soon made
it cleer %o Stalin that they would not tolerate it, snd Stalinle arcy.
wlthdrew._ . . L o . . . ‘

With the victory of Mac in China, the Russian attitude to the Orient
chianged, It is widely believed that this was dus to the fact that Stalin
¥inally realized the walue of the peesantry, that he came over to Mzg's
rosition of the pesagantry as the '"warguard,® Ruthing could be further
from the truth, What finally united Stalin and lac was that both now
hed the sapme snemyr the Uaiied States, FEver since the Marghall Plan-
and the beginning of the cold war in Wesbern Eurpve. Stalin wms looking

- precisely for such an aliv in the Eget, The wer in Kores wag mesnt o
ghow in np uneertaln terms that now Rusolu enuld fizht the United Stateg

on two frontg, . . . s

The world was now divided into two, mnd only two, rein bloce, both
West mand East, . Tho old revolutivmary line of distrust of the bourgeolisie
continued, howover, and the leadership of the national revolutions,
vhether in Indin or the }Middls East, ?e.nd. inter Africa) was treated as
Timperialist agenta,¥ The slander persisted, no matter how revolutionary
these loaderp were in throwlng out the imporislists,

Here some flexibility d3d empear with the death of Stalin and
dhrushchev's coming to power, But on the vhole, the initiative did
ot come from Ruesis, Runsia rofuged to perticipats in any UN aid to
“the underdeveloped countries until the actual military rulers there
began  ¢o sound out Russia as to direct help agalnet Ythe Wast,"

' ALONG VITH TH? FiZLERS FROM ABOVE, THE OOIfiUNIST PARTIES BEGAN TO
EXFEZRIZHCE A CROWTH FROM THE POST- VAR INTELLIGENTSIA THAT WERE §ESING
IN POST-WAR COILTUNISM THE ROAD TO 3SCOMING THE RULING POWER IN THEIN.. .
OWE COUNTRIES.

This rhymed with their own ambitions and tila obJective pull of .

the now stage of capitalion - ptate eapitaliom = which mant they
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nestherneedadicapital” nor a proletarian maes base; which, Sn the
underdsveloped econouies, was very tiny in any case, An adminietrative
mentality would suffice, "Anti-Westernisn® would get aid from Rusala,

In the cass of the iiddle Bast, though Rusels originzlly voted for ths
sstabliphment ¢f Isrmel, it scon, in and out of Ruesla, began its own
anti~Igrasl campaign, "Rootless cosmopolitans, was the byword 4n Stalin's
Ruscla and beeame popular in the Hiddle East.

A1l politice in post—ser Middle Esat revolves eround Israells
egtablighmont, Most regimes had been toppled because of thelr defeat
in the Paleatine War, Zgypt alone tried to mke its revolution not
only sgeinpt Israel but for the Egyptian manges, It enibarked on &

Land Reform Act, It is imposeible, hovever, to oarty through a soclal
revolution *from rbove,? Nesner's method of stopping midway in the
revolution, zontinusd with hig clap&-collabomtiohiat way, both with the
capitalista and the foudal potentatas he had just displaced ag ruler, and
sdding to the opposition to Israsl, the guastion of industrialization

a8 Ysbove clagsos,® Thie is the reason why Sputnick Ho, 1 ic a much
greater magnet in the Middle Zast for Ruesie than the drutal crushing

of ths Bungarian Rewvolution evar became a #ymbol ageingt Ruesia.

~ The chackered role of oo-called ¥revolutionaries® can be seen also
gnong the Middle Kastern Soclaliste, Thus the Arab Soclalist Rennle—
gance Farty, BAVATH, came about 2¢ a union of two: separate factions 1n
1953, The history of both thase groupe goes tack to ths eerly '40ss
they were pro-fascist and two of ity present leaders ~-dqram Howranl
and Colonel Afif ri-Bizrs ~— took part in the abortive pro-Axis Eashid
Al revolt in Baghdad in 1941, One of these groups we originally
beaded by Michel Aflaz, s leading member of the Syrian CF. When the
Axig foiled they ehifted sides, I don't mean to say thera 1p no kind
of "soclalism,® Cnu must remember that the workingmen's total disillne
gionment with private capiinlism wae so complets that even Fascien .
enlled itoelf mationsl socialism. This bastard socinliom le vhat
characterized Peron!s ATgentina, and the Hiddle Eagt, In their nationsl
sttempts to gain independence, they have stood for agrarian raform,
Their socialiom never wns international, They do mot permit the Teraell
Socizlist Party to =it in any congrese in which they participate.

 The anti-Semitism of Rusglas Communiex in the post-war poriod becane
an open pheromench in Stalin's last daye not only because of the birth of

Xorael and the greater rooo for maneuver that Ruseis achisved by belng far

the mors numerpus Arsb couniries, Above all, it became an opea phanomation

‘tecauss, in fighting the trus interaationaliem of Rusaials returaing

goldiers mnd intellectuais, Stalin had to contend with the irreversidle
" fact of post-war history, that etate-capitalism wes e wrid phenomeson,

If "the West® as well ua Ruasis could mow plan and, according to Vergm,
would thus be s¥le to evold tha type of depressions that doomed-private
capitalism, then Stulin, 4n his aim to dominate the world, faced a mightisr
compstitor than hs woa willing to coxtenplste, He thersupon turnsd to »
sort of pew type of "social Zaecien! ¥third perioed® adventurien, It is
this the Stalinist bureaucracy could no longer stand, and wel gomed
Stalint's demise,

What Ehrughehey achieved with hias NleStalinization® and "war 1s not

inevitable® doctrine at the 20tb Congrese of the Russlan Qommunist Party
we.s the recopuition thet there iere M other paths to socinlism, * That 1o
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to may, the meutrol rome, the underdevelopad countries, ths national
revolutions, thefvrogressive hourgeoisie? «—— nll thegs would unite with
o single obtjoctive —— anti Western imperislism, .

In the cass of the present coup in Syria, Khrushchev may be confronted
with a divided Middle Eaet, As he was shown during the Iraql Hewolutlen
thin 418 coming fester than his policy for all-national gubversion would
prefer, The (Ps thers are tco weak to rule without the fieg-leadership?
of the ruling classss as presently constituted, But then even a Ehrush-
chavy cannot have everything he wants, The Jockeying for positicn in ‘the
UN w111 tals beforo that in the Middle Eaat over the nazt period, -

e dlavA

-

The moet perceptive tocks on the Middls Fast rre those written by
¥alter 2, laguewr, M"ha Soviet Unlicn and the Middle East¥ ls the best of
these, "The Middle Eapt &n Transition  odited by Laqueur hss & good |
contribution, "The Hational Fromt,? bty A, Pennigeen, John H, Znutoly's
“Hogeow and the OF of Indis® throws valuable light on the relationship
gr' Me.odnnﬂ. Stalin, Also Naeser!s YThs Philosophy of Revolution! should

e reed, .. : ) Lo .

r
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Dctober 9, 1961 -
WEBKLY FOLITICAL LETT=R

CRISIS~SOQH-TO-BE IN SOUTH VIET XAl AND THE SENDING OF U.S. TROOPB

Dear Friendo:

Eidden in the inside pages of the locsl jress of Friday and Satur~
day (Gctover 6th and 7th} vwen o brief AP dispatch which stateds fState
Dovartzent cources veveeled wrivately yesterdey that ponding troope %o
Bouth Viet Nem ip under consideration,® The game day ons of the Aleop
brothers wrote & column which, &t one and the game time, trisd clsiming

. that the most important mapects of Zennedy!s epsech befors the UN had
been the referecces to Lmog mad South Vist Bam, and playsd dows the idea
of commitment pf US troops to "the defenve of South Tiet Ham” on the :
ground that these were not so muck for combat as for Straining,® Obvi~
ously, howewer, the "training" would be on live humn beingol .

Just mow the Junday X.Y, Times has arrived and I note that, contrary
to the loecsl prass, the Times does give the matter front page Coverage,
Eowever , it becomee even further removed from the rea) danger point by
relating 1¢ to the fallure to achieve the peans in Laon promised Wy
Ehrughchey, BSince ab this mement the throes urinces have finsll worksd
out a modus vivendi, tha item on South Viet Mam will agaln e losot,”

Pollowing tha long bloody wess of the Koroan ¥War which Trumsn hed
enlled a "police actlon,® no doubt we ghould be hardensd on the mattar.
of imperialistically undaciared wars., Keverthelese, the new point hare
18 that while all eyes are on Berlin, and nething short of mankirdle
total annihilation is deemed worthy of serious dlsecussion, an olda
faghionsd way is being clandeoatinsly prepared,

Tet's bring it out inte the open, If 'the Perlin crisis )as manue- -
facbured in Moscow, the one in South Viet Nam ig being manufactured in
Wachington, DsC, = pnd for the game reanons, That is to.nay, the strug-
&le for world domination menns, firet ‘and foremost, & atrugsle aguinet
the vorking people_in one's own coumtry and the countries one dominates,
In the cage of South Viet Ham, tho so-called "domscratic rogima¥ of Hgo
Dinh Diem has so pieadlly moved to the right that 1t is 11ttle distin-
guiphed oither from the old-fashioned mandarin regime, or the French
puppet rogims of Empsror Bao Dal. excent that thig ons's dills are paid
by the United States, The agrarian reforms promised and haltingly bexwm
shen Ngo Ngo Dinb Diom first won the presidency have in sach capé given
way to the old landlord rule and even when a new projact is begun, it 1s
the 014 landlord who becomss tha new edministrator, Ths psacant Imanes
rightfully ses no differance from the old ruling class, Neither doen the
petty-hourgeois revolutionary intelloctuals that originally helped the
country orsated in 1954 soe any of its civil 1iborties restored, or oven
the corruption cleared up, now that the corruption has moved from the re—
1igious sucte to the Znmily of the eriaztoeratic president,

Tho ictories of the guerrillas are not dforeign® btut mase guppoer ted,
In the 7 years axistence of South Viel Ham Ngo Dinh Diem hms lost wiat
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support when he fought France and its puppet, Beo Def, When South Viet

Vam was firat sstablished, neariy a million refugees from Communint North
Viet Nam moved 4n, “At the moment of the vegima'ly total inslation from

the magees, howsver, the "libernl! intellectuale around the young, vigorous,
smard man in the White House think 1t §s time to rally around the flag

(though the flag be that of a tottering though new gemi-feudalism),

Inzspuch mg the war %o not yet full-fledged, it does give us the o
portunity not to limit our analyeis to the irmediate question, butl to ex-
tend 1t to tho relationahip the thecry of parmanent revolution hap to the
conditione in the underdeveloped sconsmios in general, and Viet ¥am,
Seuth and Worth, in periiculer,

Beretofore,® wo stresgel ths negative foatures of the theory of .
pormaneht rovelution because, in 1tg mder~satimation, if not outright -
rejection, of the peacaniry na revolutiopary, & vanguard ores, the .
theory was fer romoved from the vealitiies of our agoe, while in 1to oven-
estimation of the role of the State Flan, Trotakyism turned out to be
nothing but ths loyal opposition to Commumist rulewe that ig, where it
wae permitted to -exist at all, - Lo : : .

Wo presently wish to take up the positive fomtures of that theory
88 it was first born in Russie, 1903-06, and ap it gave Trolskyiem the
only base it hea in the underdeveloped sconomieas, whether that be Oeylon,
Indonssia, or Viet Nam, That positive slement is twofolds (1) the ele~ .
pant of genius ~ its anticipation of future dovelopment —~relates to
its thoais that the Kueala of 1903~05 need not awit full induatriald-
ration to have its revolution; thst 1% could be the first to have o~
letarian revolution since 1t does have a cohenive, though sza}l prole-
tariat, to lead the vast mase of peasanty, Victory could therefore be .

- agoured it, provided (2)it wo part of & wrld revolution, - '

These two nlements fired the imogination of the colonial maases
in owr era and wn the Trotokyiats members, especirlly during the
periodo whex the Commumists were in one of their right-wing zigeage
of being for Mall four classes," or of slavishly following the -
Ruspien foreign policy at & moment when the mationsl revelution in any,
the country demeided a totally Aiffsrent policye . Thus 1n 1936 during
the Blum regime in France which gave IndoChina goms political freedoms,
vhile the Stalinist Yauti-fagciet" poliey within the colonies mads 1t
Woite with the middlewclass, the Trotakyists won a s;lgbn xunieipel
election which put the Commurists in the shade. Even uring World War
II vhen all political freedpms wers oncs sgain removed, tha Tretskyist
participation ip the resistance to the Japenese occupmtion kapt it
stronger than the P, When, howaver, at ths ond of the war the Trotskyists
becams part of the Vietmirh and & provislonal government, vith Ho Chi
Mink as president, wms established, the Suality in the theory of the
pormanent rovolution afded the Commmunists in gaining gowr. The Com-
munista do not take chances with anyone wio quastions their monoXthism,
Whether it was the grent figure of Leon Trotsky himself whom Gtalin
made surs to murdsr during World War II, or the Trotakylst leader in
Viet Nam, Ta Thu thauw, vhom the Jommuniste mesasinated as World War II

?See Kationalism, Communiam, Marxigt-Huvanlsm and the Afro-Asisn Rovoe
lutlons, pp20~22, and the article, "Leon Troteky is A Theoreticisn”
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onded, the Codmunistc mads suwre that no polariring independent Marxist
force remained alive for long,

VWhen I sas in Paris in 1947 and met some Vietnhomeps Trotekyists,
they’ gaw the role of ¢lass-compromine the Cormunistm were practicing
then, but fatled to ves the wanguard potentiel of ths Vietnamece poo~
santo, They 2id not fight for that question to bo put ms a peperate
point on tha agends of the Fowsh International because they themselvwo
could not sea victory through total reliance on those revelutionary o
sants, At the sume time France betrayed Eo Chi Minh by only promining to
negotiate for en indepsndent Viet Pam, By then civil war wac inevitable,
ond once again the Trotskyiste, to the extent they exinted theras, became
Just s anvendage tn the Commmis"c Movensnt, )

- (]

" Viet Fam wag divided dn tw by the Geneva Agreenent of the "Big
Tour® pius China $n 1954, Though by 1950 Poking bad recognived the
“Domocratic Republic of Viotnsm," headed by Ho Chi Mink, and though
Ho Chi linh bad been & leader of ths vesietance, the Tietnazeas maeacs
41d not accept him 1n 1954 when the civil war ended and they fled South
by the thoueuﬂ.c, teng of thousands, wntil thay hod uumbared nesrly a
million, Only 4in part was this dus to the fact that Ngo Dirch Dien had’
resinted Fronch ovor'.lordahip aud itg puppet Bao Dal fur, ty eommrim
Ho ©hi Hinh was still ax ou’hatsndmg vewolutionary, - Vhat, then, mads _
the peassnts run? They were, quite obviously, the firat to emsll that
the stste cepitatist burssusrratic administrators ware ro different Irom
the o01d conquerors, Therafore thay ran in the oppoeite dirsction =

but no one wes there ¢o listen. ggeh lesw to bulld E _uh__at tnagu gagg
geu felt and thought, _

» -

. The- nun.rly milldon rei‘ugau vere, at mont. attended huofa.r as
their imusdinte nowds of shelter and food ware congermed, Thoy were
_ thor, made part of the willages vhoge ancient vills.go dampcracy was
doptroyad ani nothing replaced the villeage covneld, but the old ep-
pressive landlord class a.s the new adminiatrators,- Fe wonder that when
Ho, Chi Minhig guerriilme, onas’ they bided their time sad in North Viet
Hunm made’ gome agvarisn changes, couwld return this tims, not as adnini-
u.rasto ¥, dut ay opposed to tho mi—teml adminiatration, . ,

. "In 1958, bsfore the rightalt coup in Laos I kad wittan to a friend
spocializing in the atudy of Southeant Asia about the momant in history
vhen the Conznunist tide had been stopped = snd mot by &rma: "What 1a
this totally mew phenomenont You ueem to think that in part we had
undsr—sstibated’ Hgo Dinh Diess,s., Buts. to =5, &% Bost he would Yo a fie
ficotion of semething tory greal and new in the cbjective wovement u:.a.
the mubjectiye npirnt.ium af tha poaplo.

© Could ‘the rofugess from Compunism te11? Oould living with Tietnnmese
ot thia point of history reveal the new and dramatig that may be so vital
to the vhole 20th Centwy struggle for the mind of Man? All I know is
that whet 4s abetract in Hogel in %he Absclute ldes, 1ike !Self-detormie
pation in vhich alene ths Idwa is g to hear itpelf speak,' wae zede oon~
ercte in Lenin's time Yy tha spsech of the Irish Revelution which Lenin
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{mmedintely embraced as not just \ordinary principle of pelf~dotermi-

zation of natisnst but ae the fbacilli of socialigd revolution,! Can we
try to be thot darizg and %old 4n the philoeophic uooroach needed in our
daytt ) . :

7o me of course it ia sigaificant that in his Critique of the
Hogelian Dialectie, Marz pointy.,.3e the type of lloble ConclouBnene...
ap che of the great areas wvhizh point the way to & eritique of the
wosLi. far beyond that ol Hegel, In any c&80, 4f yeu will allov me to
yoan freely, IS11 name Hao Tge June a8 'The nodle type of conclouaness
then finde 1teelf in the Judgenment Tolated to atate~poOworese. This type
of mind ie the heroiem of Service; tho virtue wiich gacrifices individual
being to the universal, wnd thorety yringe this into existence; this type
of perscuality which of 4tgelf renounces po glon apd enjoyment, aote
for the pake of the pravailing powars #nd ia this vey Decomss & concrete
roality,t (pp. 526-7) Bub oving to ths a danubion implied in sacrifice
this ‘noble type of conelousnase! soon becomes *The haughty vassel..s
active in the interesis of state power, t : :

NIn a yord, the iGoodt (Power of the Stata) and tho $Bad! (Regources
or Wealth) go through vhat Begal calls s thoroughgoing discordance® (p. 535)
vhich applies squally %o the state capitalists in power and thoeo only
in mentality s, ey, & Diilas 1this type of conelousness is bound up
with this condition of utier disintegsasion, the digtinction constituting
ite spirituai nabture se thet of being nobility and opposed to haseness ~
falla sway and both aspecis are the 8550, .30 place of revolt appsars
arrogonce,t (pp. 536~9)" : o

f
1 . ' -

The rightist coup in Laoe in 1958 was followed BY the Leftiat Pathet Lao
coup in 1960, . Suoposedly peace and “neutrallpn™ has Dow ‘been established —=
only to have the Eenunedy Administration announce thet the U, 5, Fwould mot
permi t Lzos to e used a3 s Commnist military dase ageinet South Viet Hag,"
{¥.Y,Pimes, October 8, 1981)As I stated above, it is not Nthe foreigmer®, = .
the outeide that mekes ths downfail of South Viet F¥am irminont—it is the
interral, the rejfection by the teeses of the corrupt Mandarin nepotism of .
South Viet Nam, sust 88 it was imporvant to show the positive in the theory
of permanent revolution to explain the mass bagse in the fow places Trotskyism
hae one in the underdevelopad countries, o it now becomes imperative to
clarify the diotinction between 0,5, monovwoly caplialism with stats overtones
and Russian state-capiialiem with igoeialist! overtones, Both are out for
pingle world dominaticn, it is truse. Zoth are part of the amprld stoge of
eanitallot development~-state capitalism-—it 18 aqually true,

- REVERTHELESS, THZ RUSSIAP (4D CHINZSZ)VARIETY Wis TO RSMAKE THE
WORLD IN THZTIR OV IMAGE AND THERTPORE OFEX UP FOR THE INTELLIGEITISIA THE
VISTA OF BEIIG THE 1BV RULING OLASS WHILE THE AMERICAN FRIVATE CAPITALISTS
ARED LaZY BLOUGH TO WAMP TO DOMINATE BY PURS IDENTIFICATICN wiTE THE OLD
RULING CLASS AiD THUS OPEN ¥C VISTA G ARY SECTION OF THE POPULATION THAT
tOULD GAIN FROil THEZ OVZIRTEROW OF TAE STATUS QUo, ) ,

It is this wilch makes Fannedy resort beck to the mailed M gt, the
old Eisenhower-Dulles policy varisant of 1ty whether it is West Gerzany and
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the re-establishment of the Krupps that gave birth to ¥ariem, or it South
Viet Nam and the ro-establishment of the rule of the mandarine, In this
way the young bright intellectunls around Iennedy axpose their total bank.
rupicys In less than & yesr of rule wa face the nossivle commitment of US
froope in Ssutheant Asfa, But the American peowle are mot about to consent
"to enother Xorea, mor to another ‘btrainwvashing, whether 1% comes from the
full otate-capitalinte, or thoss only on the road to statewcapitalism, What
¥e as & group noed to do vhile this otill 1g in the discussion estage, and ,
the State Departaent fs still buay denying it means actwl combst duty, i
to show thot no event, no matter how minute, can be sralysed, or acted upen,
sxcopt as e totality of shilosophic, economie, political and orzanizatioml
outlook sueh s Marxist~Humnism ja, Ne other pretender to Marxisy can _
compete with ue hera, and yet sut analyses are used in a manner that nakss
them into "educrtionals® rather than into an educstion~-en. sducation shat
should add & dimention to "others" as well &8 to ourselves,
. —Raye
Po8.1ncidentally insofer as thins volitica) Jetter is concerned, but most
erucisl for future develomment, note this:s 1947 wae alpo the yoar I . .
mot the African from the French Camorcuns who had emolten of how the
- populaticn to a man, without any venguard party "to lead 1t7, had turned
out to talke destiny into itz own handg-—only to have the Tronch warghins
return to re-eetadlieh their rule, and thae Parigian "varguard® tell him ho
- mugt return and first organize the Cameroimiang into tradee unions, then
political varties, wte.ofic,, Hore too no Trotskyist could be mede to g6z
#the new.subject? that appeared on the world scene, This was two years be-
fore Hao won vower in China, and longer stiil bafure the Trotskyiats, now
that "o vanguard perty waa there to lead the psasantry” to adpit the
‘peasantn wers a revolutionary force and Chiua nothing short of *a workers!
state," Both in though and inm organization, they failed to recognize thas
Vietnamese mevses as oreators of a new voint of daparture in thesry capable .
of mesting the challenges of sta‘te-eapitnliam;_ Trotokylsn recognized
Beither the existence of stete canitalism, nor the torrent of eleman
human energy ready to Yakip” eanitalist stages, including that of total
state control, How could thay diocern reality when the concept of peagant
backvardnzen is integral to the theory of ths parmanent revolution which

governs tham? . . :
. Buring that eame year of 1947 I was also fighting with some
. 1n the state-capitnlist tendency on the question of Palestine shich they

vere anxiour to deeignate as 1hs voint of world revolution, My contention
had beer that, as long as the Jewish workers were not extending the hand

of a Ifraternal relationghip with the Arad masses, the creation of an indepen—
fent Falestins would ereats & situation where the Arabs would be put in &
bosition that the Fegroes are placed in in the United Btates, thus mking

1t ireviiable that Palestine "socinlism" would bs transformed into state-
capiteliem, Ao wve now know, the Areh refugse oroblem later became ths

Achilles hael of thet %ype of "soclalism,®
—-=fyd,

Lavor donated,




KEWS & LETIERS 8751 C(rand ‘River Dotreit &, Michigan Tyler B6~7053 Prioce 204

October 16, 1981

WESKLY POLITICAL LETTER
MARXI ST AITISH ¥, COIIUNISH

Dear Frienda:

Thips weet's convocation of the Rusgian Comminiet Party Congress
mkes imperative a restatement of our opposition to the consplracy on
Yoth sides of the Iren Curtain to force an idsamtity batwasn thoss two
opposites: Marxist-Humeniom & theory of liberation, and Communiem, the
practice of enslavement. We have already written three letters en the ‘
Critigue of the 22nd RGP Congress'e Draft Program (Bulletin Ho. 3 Avg. 1961),
and this will be followed up by a critique of the Cobgress itpelf when it
adjourno at the end of the month. Fresantly, howsver, a forthcoming
Britigh edition of MARXISM AND FRIZXON hes given me sn opportunity for a
new introduvction, vhich is reovroduced below, &s it triee to give ina
very abbrevisted form what MARTISY AND FREEDOH deals with compreheneively,

Two further reascns govern the present vublication, One ia to see
.that the geographie point of dmrtura is neither Jimited by ouwr own
country, nor by any cmuntry uith vhich the Jiye Earl Marx nad sctual
contact, for larxdst-Humaniem 1s more cogent for our world than 1% ever
wap for Marxls tioe, 'The second, and primary,resson is te create the
theoretic basis in Great Britaia for discussion both of HARXISM AND
FRZLDOM and the develovment of the British page in NEWS & 1EITERS. B6th
Lere nd in Great Britaln the discuegion must, of course, include Harry
MeShane's epecial Preface vhich wea mimeographed in Bulletin No,3, Both
Earry's Preface snd my Introduction will be expa.n.ﬂ.ed somavdmt by ths tim
of actual puhlication. .

Together with the orlginal introduction to the Americaon sdition, this -
will quickly disclose, in cohcrete terms, what is meant by the axpre:niom
Blinred pt-~Huranisn 4o not & theory enclemed in boaoks, It 4s in the daily
livee end aepirstions of the workingmen,® Whather owr point of departure
is the relationship of Farl Hatx tc the Abolitionista in the United States

"at the period of the Civil War, or his relationship to the British workers
during the atruggle for the shorter workingday at the time of the Working-
mep's International Association, 4t ig obvious that all the workinmgelass
struggles within nnticnal Yowmdaries were so many different forms of tho
world struggle for s nevw mocial order and therefors became "part of the
stuff® of hip philoeophy ~= the new Humemiamm which not only opposed all
claps rula, but any stopping-point short of the wmity of mental and manuval
lebor within the "nil-rctmdegl" individual,
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INTRODUCTION 70 THE BRITISH EDITIONW

1 woleome this opportunity to greet the country which was Kard
Marx's second home, perticularly gince 4t pernites me to point to the
deop Hegelian roots which are beclouied by the intellectual ompiricists,

Despite the wall-lnown facts of Marx's activity -~ from the Chartiote
to the Verkingmen's Internatlorrl Associntion ~ in the workers! movement
in England, there ig a populer misconcoption that the only Britieh ingti-
tution Harx anpreciated wup the Britich dHugeum, where he wrked on CAPI~
TAL. The truth ip that before he ever cams to Ernglund he wrote enthupi~
astically about tho Levellers as the predoceesors of the moderm prolota~
riat snd 1%s philosovhic conceptions, "Wa find the first sppearance of
a'raally functioning communist perty im ¢he Yourgsois revelution et tho
monent vhen monarchy is removad, ™ he wrote in Tha Moraliaing Criticiug
and Critienl Morality, "Ihe most consistent republicnna = in England,
ths Lavellers: in France, Babeuf, Buonarrcti otc, == are the first who
proclaimed thege Ysoeisl quastiong!,”

Tha ons fact sveryone recogmizos in Marx's dovelopnant 4s that thers
wuld have been %o Marxian thsery of surplus value without the thaory of
wvalue of Adaw Emith and David Ricardo, Marx himself eald that ths thew
of surplus walus ses izplicit in the works of Smith and Ricards, Ee .
strezpad the debt Hegolian philoocphy owes to clagmienl politicsl ecoe
Bomy, . ¥Hegel,® he wrote in Critique of the Hopplian Dinlsctin, ¥atermds
on the basis of moderm politicel economy,,.rogards iabor ns the asgence
_vessHogolly Logie 4a the money of the epirit, tha sbatract expregeion |
of the speculative valus 57 the thoughts of man and mature,® ‘

1t has alwmyn soemel to me that the Anglo~Saxor yragmatists have
ovorshadowed the ny less characteristic dialectic trend, ospecislly
‘dn Scotland, Harx, for une, mever forgot his dabt to 4dam Forgusonts .
%aggz ap_the History of 0ivil Sqciety, 1767, It is often quoted in
. ITAL a# 2 sominal work on the philosorhy of higtory, even ag ddan -
Smith's Meplth of Nationg %o praiced in its totality as well aa for the
fact that 2t creatod as great & revolution in soonomie thought ag the
Indugtrial Revolution had in economic 1ifa, If contemporary ecomomists,’
o2 the other lend, gpeak of ¥aalth of Hations as being more of & philom
sophie than a otrietly economic warlk, this fs said in digparaging terms,
They tear ssunder the mity of Philosophy, history, and acobonmics $n
order to keep each d100ipline isolated in its separnte oppositensse,

It wne the empirical Britigh who revived Hegel's philoscphy long
eftor 1%s death 1r hin native Go s V¥o remain indebted to the
translations of Hegel's major worke, sud valuable comuentaries by
Wallace, Joknaton, and Bnldane emong othsrg, Some of the finest
modern editlons soms F7om Kt, Andrews University, While wholly within
8 religious framewwrk, thape recognizy Harx's relationship to Hogel,
Thus, Richard Eroner, in hie introduction to L) Thoplosieal,
Woitines, refers to ths Mordship ard Bonduge® geatien in the Fhenomeng—

P s Af followet

®Forhaps the young Marx, resding this, found the gorm of his
future progran, In any ecage, foreshadowed in the words {*mind of his
owa!) 1a the pattern of the labor moversnt wilch was to mals the zrolo-~
tarian consolous of his existence and to grant him the kmowledge of
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having a mind of his owa,? ,
In contrast to guch penstrating analyses, the powcalled Marxiat
materialict on the Britigh p-ans haa hardly varied from the Moscow lipe,
Thir ic not the fault of Zritigh emiricism «= no one was more smpirieal
than Ear) Meyx ir hig etudy of 3ritiph canitaliem, In contrag: to the
dirlectical mothod of lerx's Eumanipm, the Cormunigt intellsctunl ocan~
not free himmslf of the grand 1llupion that Russia 13 "a new socisty,

scoinlinm, ¥

1 vish hare to comment on the devslopuents in Ruseis since the
publication, in 1958, of the Americsn edition of Marxism and Mree
Ever since Sputnik No, 1 rocksted to outer €pachy a new legend has bean
inventad by the Ruspian buresucracy, It ig enly logical, ™ says the
Octoter. 1561, Draft Progrem of the Bussian Commmint Party, ®that ths
country of victorious socieliemr should bave,.,,blazed & trail into outer
space,® This le not without itp effect on the Wogtern intellectual,

Just as the Ameriean bourgeoin theoreticians, ever since Automation,
have baen writing of Wan Viewsd as Machine,® go the Rusgian theoretie
clang hava heen writing of ecience ag ever greater mochines, ever more
veorfect machines, automtion mchinen for production, scientific muchines
‘for probving outer space and fop shooting at targets fany placo on earth,®
Boience 18 the one word that keynobos the whole of Ehrughohey! s nev pro~
cram, Itta a thoroughly unti-Marxigt concept of sclence, Harx, indeed,” -
had foroseen the immasss of modern science, "o have one basis for 1ife,”*
ke wrote, "and anpther for ‘#clenco iz g priori a lie,"

I have Leen told that v a.nalys?.i of Busaia ap state~capitalivt hag

ed %o take into consideration tha "fudamental changes” Khrushchov
introduced with hig "doStalinization,” egpacielly the ¥abolition of the
forced labor camps, I will mot dwell on the frot that those who today
speak of tha "abnlition? of foreed 1sbor campa, yesterday denied their
vory existencs, To the axtent that there hae heen any elimination of the
forced labor czmps, statawcapitalism has not thereby besn trancformed inte
& new gocial order, as I wrote in the introduetion to the smeriean editicn
of this worky . . :

Marxisn is & theory of iiberation or it is nothing, Whereas Marx ,
woe concernad with the freedonm of humanity, and with the inevitable wasts
of human 1ife whieh ig the 2baolute genaral law of eapitalist developmant,
Fuseian Communien rssts on the maluepring of ecapitaligm «we paying the -
worker the vinimmw and extracting from him the maximm,. Thay dub this
!the Plan! larz called 4t the lny of walts and surplus value, He pre-
dicted that its unhindersd development would lead to the concentration of
eapita) ¥ia the hands of a single canitalist or a eingle canitalist
corporation,!

Today, in the face of tha conotant strugzle of mn for full fresion
o0 both sides of the Iron Curtain, there iu a weritable conspiracy to
identify Marxiem, a theory of libveration, with itgs oppoenits, Cormuniom,
the thoory ond proctise of onslavensnt, 2kis Yook aims to re-sstablisk
Harxism in 4ts ordginal form, whaich iary called g thoroughgoing Naturalism,
or Bumanism,t® .

Where Marx wrote, "We showld sgpacinlly avoid re~sstablishing society,
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8o an abstraction , onposed to the individusl; the individual fa the
gocinl entity,” the Russians now write of soclely ns an ever mightier
state, Ia placn of the devalovment of humanity, we gat Psciontifically
formilated wrograns, ¥ vhich "the Farty hao corrfad out,” Ag under
American capitalism, tho workers s11 the while must work to achieve the
State Plana,

As the 1951 vrogram states: %,..,.41t s neceasary to raise the produo—
tivity of labor in ipdustry bty more than 100 per cent within ten years,
and by 300 ¢o 350 por cent within 20 years,,..Technical progress and
bettar production organization must be fully utilized to increase labor
productivity and reduce oroduction coste at every enterprise, Thia )
impliee & higher rate of incresse in labor productivity ac compared with
remuneration, better rate-fixing, prevention of lose of working tive,
and operation on & profitable basio at all stagen of troduction..,

(and 1n) the second decade every family, incluiing newlyweds, will have
& comfortable flat conforming to the requirements of hygiens and cultured
living, " . :

It %0 no wonder that Marx rejected "vulgar Commmien,* Ohe hundred and
twonty years before the totalitarian Cormmism of our day, he wrote,
¥Commmiaem 4z not the goal of human development, the form of huren
society, ! . : o

Jio theoreticlan, today mors than ever before, can write out of hip

own head, Theory reauires & constant ghaping and reshaping of ideas on
the begis of vhat the workers themsilven are doing and thinking, The
resesrch for this book, for sxample, on’the transformation of Rusela
from a workera' atate into ita opposite, a ntate~capitaliet sociely,
began at the outbreak of World War II, Scholars, Yoth thoge who did .
and those vio did not agree with my conclusions, took vart, In ite
beginning, this work wes a Harxist anslysis of steto-capitalism, 'Bub’
1% d1d nct take itw present form of Marxism and Fresdom until 1950-53,
the period of the American workers' resigtance to the introducticn of
Automation, and the Eest German and Varkuta Revolts,

- Becausa w3 1ive in an mgo of absolutes ~= the threshold of sbeolute
freedom out of the strupggle ageinst absolute tyranny —— the compelling
nead for e new unity of theory and practiece dictated a new method of
writing, At least it &ictated the mathod Yy vhich this Yook was written,
A tour was undertaken to present orally the 1deas of the book to EZroups
of American auto workers, miners, steelworkers, end stuwlent youth, In
thelr own words, sud out of their own lives they contributed & new
undergtanding, .

After thess discvanlons, the first draft of the book was written, '
The menuacript ves then submitted to mome of those groups for stuly and,
ovar & period of three months, their discussions wsre taped, Again, the
author ptuifed the dimcussions carefully, revised the firat draft, an A
wmdertook a second jour for extensive personal diacueeiong, some of shich
are reproduced in the text, Only after theme extensive discussions wag
the Yook in ite prosent form finally written,

I regretfully sannot elaim such extensive relationship in Great
Britain, I fear that, dwring my last trip in 1959, my lecturen befors
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the Departments of Fhilosophy at the Univeraitiss of Leods snd Man—
chester «— an well sc bafore individual trades unicns —- have been more
ingtructive to me than them, Nevertheless, the global struggle for the
oinds of men makeo the challenge %o thought ioperative, particularly
slnce the world stends on the brink of muclear destruction,

Times of erieis are alpo times of egreat vision, Throusghout history
the forcen that have produced great social revolutions have alpp genera=
ted grent philosophicel revolutions, This is true whether ve reach back
to Great Britaina 20lorious Revolution® of the 17¢th century: ths Great
French Havolution at the end of the 18th century; tha Civil Yar in the
United States in the nid-19th century; the 1917 Russian Eewiupion -

Sr whether we limit owreelves to the past few years, 1956=61, &nd ocon-—
8idor the Hungarian Revolution aganinst Russian totalitarianigm, and

the African Revolutione mgaingt Weetern irperialism,* J¥rom the Levellers
%o the sann coulottesr; from the rum-away Hegro slaves to the 8%, Poetersbhurg
proletariavs froo the Hungarian Workers! Councile to the African Fresdom
Fighters, tw festurea have been characteristic; 1) A new Fgubject¥ .
to uge a Hegelian expression —— wes born to tranaform the odJective pull
of nistory fo rsmson and freedom into the reality of the day, 2) A new
unity of theory and practice wag forged, . . J

fhe raradox in the history of thovght is that tha idealist,. G ¥.F,
degel, held that great philosophies were born as civilizations peripghed,
On the other hand, the oaterinlist,lenin, considored philosophy the pre-
requisite for an smerging revolution, 8o seriously did the latter take

* his maxim, PWitliout revolutionary theory, there can be no successful revo-

lution," that in the dark days of July vhen his life wag in danger and he
went into hidiag, he told him co-leader Eamenows If they "bump me off?
Do aure to find the manusrript (*State and Revolution®) I left in Switzer-
land and publish 1%, ., ‘ .

‘hen the fete of humarity, not only rhetorically but literally, 1
within orbit of an ICBH, e compuleion to ‘thought arises which creates a-
naw unity of theory asd practice. Thia historie link batween thought and
deed, ap it %v embedéad ir Britigh voll, liarx discernnd in ths British
workerg! stryeles for the shorter vorking day, Aw ho put-it: FIn
place of the pompoup cetalogue of the!ina) tenable righte of man! comog
the modest Maguna Charts of a legslly limited working dny which shall mais
clear vhen the tima whieh ths worksr eeils ie onded, and when hies own,

. begins, Quantum mutatus ab 1110..., Beyond it beging that davelopment
of human power wiich 1p its own end, the trus realm of froedom, which,
however, can flourigh only upon the realm of nacessity as its besis, Tho
shortening of the working day 4s ite fundamenial pranise, ¥ .

" MNarx forseaw the impngse of modern sclence not bacauss ho wes a prophat,
bui bacouse he had made the human helng the subject of all developmsnt and
saw that thers was no anower to: can menkind be froe in an age when maching
is pagter of mon, not man of machine. Thers still is no other answey,
It is from this grownd that we face the birth-time of Matory today,

October, 1961 == Haya Dumsyevokaya
Detrodt, Michigan . .

> 1 have dealt with this quection in my Miationallsm, Communiem, Marxipte

Bumanien and the Afro-asian Revolutions,! In Nay, 195, The Left Group,

Camdbridge Univeraity Lebouwr Club issusd g British edition, 973
(O
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I was the first to publish and tranglate the Fconomie-Phile~
eophic Espays, 1844 into =nmlisgh, I have nevertheless eliminated
them from the wrescent ofition because gince then an English trang-
lation wmo published in orcow and is easily available to the Britiah
raader, O3 the otlier hand, T have retmined Appendix B which contains
the first English translation of Leninleg Fhilosophic Notebooks be-
cause to this day they are unavaileble in EZnglish in any other

odition, , ) ,

To concerve ppece, howvever, I have cut out the followving -chaptera,
the content of which gesmed to me to ba better Imown in Great
Britain than in the United States: Chapter 2 vhich dealt with .
classicel political economys Chepter 4, vhick anslyzed ths role
of Ferdinand Lasgalle; and Chapter 9, Organirational Intarlude, on
the Second Inftermationel, ’ .

(1ebor donated)
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Prioes 20¢ Oatober 23, 1961
WEEXLY PGLITIAAL LETTER
THE NSy STAGS Id AMERINAN LABOR STRUGGLESR
Dear Friends:

This soming Friday night, Oast. 27, 1s the teptative desdlins Rauthoy
pes set to decida on whether or not he will euthorise a strike ggainst Turyaler
florporaticn. Whether or not that desision will be left entirely to Rentber ia
gnother guestion.

: A Mrysler worker told me yesterday, YEveryone in the plant s saying
Reusher sold sut the workers in &4 and Ford, and now seems to bo trying te
ovade m eonflist with fhrysler. Fat every worker wants & strike. We have hoen
looking forward to 4t ie show our resentment and our solidarity. VYo want te
write our own pleket signs to show everybody how we really feel shout thinge.
It will mssn moxs %o us %o win by striking —- even 17 we don't get mors thes

_Heuthsr might get withont u atrike.¥ :

. I em not predioting that there will be a strile, vhioh is by 70 BORAD

to be exaludsd. What 1 am saying is thst vhatever gourse nogotiations take in
the next few dsys, ono fast is upmistaikcsbly -oloars with the ante negotiations
in genersl, ‘znd tha Muysler negotiations da partioular, Jmoriean labor strogglos
hiave entered upon & now stage. It ion't only that Mrysler is tha weekent of
mtots *Mig three,” =md vhows the orieic in prodwstion most sherply. It is

_ elso that o qaizk of histoyy — vhich knows no aceidgnio — has pat @ opocial
stamp on the *hryslor erisis that serves $0 stphegize, end bring full elrole,
the 1aat deosds of workers! struggle. . : :

_ . Onrysler's now chalrmen of the board is Gserge H, Love vho is ale¢ tho
peed of the fonsolidation Gosd o, whieh, 4n-1949-50 firet foreed Jutonmstics

on the Mwerican workers in the forn of the gontinuvns Minow. Tho mipsrs fought
bask with theiy grest F=wonthe strike that wes tho firat of the werkerst
battles againet Automation in whish $he question of & tnormsl working dsy" ves
roised funlamentally in terms of human vorkiug eonditioza, The otriking zinors
‘asked: What liud of 12bor shall man perfere?! ¥rom flonsel to farysler - from .
sosl to gteel to sute ~w~ vharever thoy bave euffared the ravages of Sutomatiorn,
during thic deoado of atrogele, tho workers heave raised the name question Of
aonditions of lebor. Now even the maot dense mst resognisd it.

If 1 may digress for a moment: The Septenbor fgsus of %The Wags Samer
Fewspeper, " publiohod monshly under the suspicds of the Detroit fiotholia Laber
Gonferense, hailed the Anerisan Motors sontyraos as & great aew breakthrough
in labor soniracts. In genersl, they parallel Tgutherla line. Despite ths |
sountleas sermons, referring beth to the OLd Tesprment and to the Temptation of
Marist, on the text that "man doth mot live by dread only...", it wasa't until
the massive OM ond Ford atrikss on looal working ocnditicns that "The Wege .
Zaracr,” this month, finally esrried the headiinet Yerkeras foel to the Penniess
Fiery at Worxking fonditioms. .

Tor yearo, the preotisal politisiens, the Yresd-mnd-tutter union

tureausrats, and the old radicals as vell, A5aminsed the worlere! strugzles as
being aimed only ut wagas, or what they contempluveusly ezlled "the full belly."
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Teday, even Reuther bme to admit it's not wages btut conditions of labor.
Beawmse the 8Y and Ford atrrlas exupted after aoticnal economlde agrecments
were resshed, Reuther and rheysler agroed, as “Ausometlve Wews! put i, Mto
reverse the methed used in the Ford apd GM final gociiest talks in an effort
to avoid plant sirikes over nonegonomie and logel factory problems,™

.There is, hewever, & world of difference betwoen wuch & gentlemen's
agreement 2nd the reelity of this new stage of the workers' struggle. It is
again negesaury o reiurn te our fundamentale. A eentury ago, in his megnifi-
cent axelysiu of "Tae Working Day,® Earl Merx rovealed ths wanica brutality
with wareh agpltelics Beras {$he worker'e 1life down to as mmeh as e third of
his ngiwral life-span. Even unic the "emell thefis snstched from the workers
by eneruaching upon the times professedly allowed for rest and refroenhmont.

He mhowed how overvork and unemployment go hand-in—haad: %¢rises
during which produstion is intarrupted snd the festeriea work ‘obort time,?
1,0., for only a part of the wesk, naturally do pot affesat the tendonsy to
oxtend the vorking dey...The less time spent in work, the moro of thab tim
bes to be turned into- surplue laboun—tima.

’ Hie consluéson: "The areation of a normsl working day is, therelora,
the produgt of a protregied civil war, mors or less dlesemblod, botween the
_oepitsiist olass and the vorking clau.

mm‘nmmumwmﬁmmmmmm sorker

A f"hryaler ‘workey told m, tha other day. "When Henthsr talics about
treadjnsting produetion,! Le doesn't.mesn any gedne for ue. " He only msans be's
going to $ry to get the company to sgree to stup at the present men-killing
pogs mnd not reive production any higher. X have been talking to GM and Ferd

' wozikero,¥ be seld, *and they tell me they baven't got a thing to lock forward
to under the pew uontrwt bessmee the company bas not retreated one bit. The
only thing they gaiped is the feet thai they went on strike. There will heve
to be a complote chmm in the ahop." he n.dd.ed. "before things cen bo, mpro'md.

Anothoz Ghrys'lw vorker aaid that they cnll the plese he worke "Ths

- Bar-B-Q Pit." He 1s Deing barbocued, His 4w the flesh that iz on the spit.
*You omn protect yourgolf from your own flaxh,® he said, "btut wo weld so fesi,
and wo cloase togethsr, you cim!t proteat youraelf from the flash of the man
next to you. . Everyons is burned and beked from his waiet up,” he said, shoving
me the burns vhich oover his foce, arms and hande. Ho works in ons of
Ghrysler'u nover plants near suburban Detroit. . '

PThara's mother Job thero," he vent on, “we 0all 'Tho Monster.t W
get flomped! to the Monster Gesmmze it's so rough ths company ean'd, and doesn's
oxpeat to, kepp workers on the job ms rogulars. So they go eround to other
departments borrowing men to fesd the Monstor." ]

If Bouther acknowledges that this is whet Marx called "a protracted
givil var,” he cannot dissemble the fszat that thovngh he eits “opposite manege-
meut st the negotiating teble, his sharpect pressure is dirested against his
own ranks, %hile tensions were mounting at Mhryelor, Reuther's pat contramet
with Ameriean Motors ~ which had been signed, sealed, apd delivered — was
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repudisted by the Kenosha rank and file, by far the largest local in AMC,
Junt as he hed . diocovered, during the G strike, that his 24-man Executive
Bosrd constitutes a majority, no matier how the vota goos egatne’ him, mo he
ad t ajn_to declars t t It Jord Y abal .
0".'11:13:1, E:mur rgd nnot}‘i'%rr&rag’f.i.cggiggn'?ggea"mt?ﬁﬂbtgr.“;’fgzq'v Lﬁi‘afn-‘%ﬁnf 7
A young vomsn worker from that plant was asked wby she was williag to
give up profié eharicz. She aaldt  Why ebould my wage depsnd on Homnoy's
pruiss?  Sha almo seked: FWay should they give up 5 minutes of roliof time
for thatt To you 4% weems 1ike omly 5 mizmuts, but de you know how long the
older workers fougat to get that 5 minutes? Wby give thet upl :

A% a moeting, the othsr night, a stsolworker reportadr FI mads 8§ my
busirass, last weel, to quesilon guys in difforent departments about the .
attitude of foremen #ince that Grry steslworier shot those supervisors. They
all tell me the presmurc’s offi Foremen are even enforcing safeiy iu moxe
departmente. You don’t hase to remind them about safety, they come ranuing

%0 tell you." ' .. .
. %o which » young woman in the alogtrienl industry sefd, "I'm eorry &
_ worker hed to commit marder and get himeelf kllled bafore therets any improve .-
ment in eoaiitions, erd that only for a very short time. Besides, they heve -
completely furgotten about the uasmployed. The aritlosl point used 1o e
3 milllon, then thet beeams tle ‘noywel.,? .How, 5 millien has beeoms 'normal.t
Yot at the same time they!'re overvorking the employed to death, Ilve never )
seen or beurd of so meay workers getting sick,wracked with pain and sdlments,
while @0 meny others aze out of work.® . , L :

: The ateolworker replied: PFThe rolling =dll is tecoming like thot mow.
They )l work o msa &8 long and hard as they san, then they gend hin homo —e
#ud gow heve to walt t4l1l they oall you again. People bave to gdt by the
telephons and Wedt o be oalled for a few hours work. Oune guy didp't work
more then 36 hours -in 6 dmye.® .- - B L.

: 4 Chrysler worker sonoluded: "I fesl we're mush closer o total
outbresk than ever before — to change things completely so that we csn work -
as buman beings, und be recognized as humen beings, and have the say—so on how
we live end wyurk.? . : L. :

 The theory- of yesterday is indeed the praatice of the workers today.
The Humeniem of Merx is in the desily lives and aspirations of the worknrs.
This 4o the new stage in Amoriesen labor struggles that the mato striices have
brought into sherpeet focus yot. This, despite, or psrhsps besause of, the
" fast that fhryeler nuw empleys only 50,000 VA members where e fav yoaro agt
_there weze 135,000; that the industzy e a whole pow numbers only 500,000
auto workers wvhere & miilion worked o fev yoars ago.

— RAYA
R XX S
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October 30, 1961
WEEILY POLITISAL LETTTR
THE SINO~SOVIET RIFT, OR STATE~CAFITALIST FOWZR POLITICS

Dear Fyimdo:

Like De Goulle!s search for “France's grandeur® in the face of the
hard fact of vorld politice that the U.8, ia the "leader of the West,¥
Maolo gsarch for world power, despite Rupsia's acknowledgoed Floadership
of the Enst,” ig grounded in the strategic :I.mportance the particular
country has in the wrld complex. With Kemnedy'!s re—establichment of
Germany s.e the capitalistic bay te the Eurepean, end thence to world
power, De Gaulie ackisved & partial victory, Haolw faiiurs to mchiews
a similar position at the gther pole of world capital hes Just been
thunderously, sven though 1ndiract.1y announced by Khrushcher via his
attack on Aldanie at the 22nd Rumsian Commmiet Farty Congrees,

fver since the Zorean War, Mso has aimed for equal partnership with
Rugela ag co-lapder of the Alomomunist? world, in charge of ths Oriert, only
to hevoe the pont-stalinistc eoncluds an sgreement with the U,85, to end ‘
the wer in 1953, without much regard to China, although it wag its
fyoivntesrg! that bhrought sbout ths world-important military ntalemtoe,
Map, who hae for dscadea now folloved & road different from that 1lald
out by Russla{vhathor 1aid out by Stalin* nr Khrushchev), saw his next
big chanes for world influence at the Bandung Afro—&am Solidarity
Conferenge in 1955 at which Russis as 2 Euro'noa.n oountry e p.utomtieally
oxclu.ded. . e , )

It goss vithout saying thet, Just as Egypt'e Necser cannst quite pass
as & black African, the Khrushchev-Bulzanin "goodwill tour® in the Rast
eould not reelly entitle them to "momborship® in this suddenly dlecoversd
new, third world,

By 1959 Hao reached over into Cuba on tha ground that he really hag

a s'oocia.l experience a7plicabls to gll underdevelopsd econcmies,
Finally, es 4f to prove there were no limits to his competition with

¢.0f all the ptupidities the ca.ulta.liut press 1z writing, nothing 18
quite wo far afiald &p the picture of Mao as & "dogmatic Stalinist,®
Feither theoretivslly, politieslly or practically have those two atate—
canitalist tyrnnte sean allks, Btalin was alremw uncontepted leader in
Russie during the Chiness Revolution, 1925-1927, when Mao began hig originkl

. ntribution. Though his 1927 Report on the Peasant Hovement in Hunan weg
vrepentad, not as thoory, tut us a factusl gtatement, in the vaotnesy of
China, wspecially shen on the mwn frow Chisng Kai Shok's terror; Mao oould
and did follow his own bent, Woerld War II may have given the impresaion
taat Mao roturned to the Bialin line in maldng a coslition with Chiang
againat Jepen, but in fack, he kept himpelf apert and openly discbeyed
Stalin at the and of the war when Stalin ordersd him to enter Chiang's
government, He wor despite the fact that he got no help froum Ruauis, sad
ke 414 not nourn Stnlinlg death in 1953,
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Ebrushchev, Ha reached right into the uncontepted Russian sphers of
influence and took the gide of Altania, That was ths straw that broks
the cameils back and avar sihce Ehrushchev had been rlanning the present
attack, This fs not the end, but Just the beginning, Where in the
Woekly Lotter of May 17, we streesed the wmity above the rift, we mst
now ghow the rifi above the unity., Iut to do so it s necessary to re~
mova the amokescroen that both Ehrushchev and Hao have set up to the
effect that thie rvift krp to do with Albanim and "arxism®, In truth,
i1t 18 a cane of the purest Power politics, betwesn China end Russia ns .
to who will lead the world 4o the coutest with the 1,5, {Albanis haa became
the test cags, Dot Decause 1t ig more or less Stalinigt, but beecauga it
lost part of itg tarritory during World War II to Yugoslavia, ,Becauge of
Tugoslaviale expulsion from tha Cominform, Hoxhs hag felt that Rusaia
ghould help him in getiing back this torritory, When, in 1959, Ehrughe~
chev made it quite clear that he was not for such adventures though Yugne
elavia derevigionial,” the matter wuld have anded -« sxcept that Chins
decidqd to zet into the act and took Albenia. under itg wing, not to speak
about being 1n the forefront all over Eagtern Europe as the biggest
fightsr egainet ite "revisionipm®, ‘vhether it gtems from Yugoslavia or

Hungary, )

. The timing for the new siaze of the rift betwesn China and Rusais
hug been choean by Ehrushchev, to be trizzered by the monster bomb and
the Draft rrogram'a Promice of "communiem® in 1980, Yot off againgt the
Chiness "commmes® which have only succeeded in bringing fanine conditione
back to tho mainland, Ehrushchev must have thought he would compel, 1f not
compliance, surely isolation, Chou's departure  from tha conference compbls
& sacond lool at the underlying causeg ag they wnfolded, on the cne hand,
vhen ths Hwgerian Rewolution was crushed &nd the. "Hundred Floworg®
campaizn collopoed; and, on the other hand, at Russis's launching of the
Bpuinile:and Chinn’e YGreat Laap® in 1958, - '

The new pege of froedon oponed by the Hungarian Revolution of 1956
came aw & challenge to Russials totalitarian rule, So little wag Hap .
concerned with eithor the Hungarian rroletariat or the challengs to
Rusgia that no immediate responoe wag forthcoming from China. (Indesd,
soms who zake a practice of dblinding themeelves Yo clags forceg were
vnder the 1llusion that, because Chirgfg ¥goclalisn' wag *different®
from Rusaia, Hao would aid the Hungarian Freedom Fighterp. )

Whet ghook Mao and made him out-Ehrughchev Ehrushchev was ths deap
oppositien to. his own rule revealed through the 1little bit of freadonm ha
bad unfuldsd 4n Chine with hig slogan to "Let 100 flowers blooms let 100
schools of thought contend," Wiile Hao erushed the internal opprosition
he pent Chou to Rast Eurcpe in full support of the orushing of the
Hugarian Revolution, Whother Chinese Communicm thereupon thought it
had becore indespensable to Ehrughchey or whether Mao at once saw that
1deolozical opportunitios do not depend on the degres of industriali-
satlon it 15 iopossible for us to say. But for thome two tyrants 1957
-waeg the ¥guod year,® FEhrushchey got rid sf the *anti-Party? group, and
Moo was ecstatic sbout the excentional harvest in his country, .

By the end of the year, howover, Russia, by lavnching its Bputnik,
became the firat not only in the Communigt world but in the world period,
Mao ves a man in a Rurry, wanting to sldp stages fast, and the wnueual
kervest made kin & bit "dizry from succops e dirgy enough to launch hig
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fGreat Leap Forwerd® the folloving year., 1958 then becomes the criticsl
year of the Sino-Soviet rift with Ehrushchev lecturing Mao on the impop-
8idility of fgkipping the stage of socialiam and going dlirectly to
commmisnp® gnd Meos shoutin~ so lovdly that the whole, new third world of

guprment Africa henrs, that indeed it ean be cone, and hig vay ig ap-

plicable to the viwwle world of un@erdeveloped countries atretching Zrom
Luba o the Cpngu, .

The competition between Ruseia and China over influence in thie new,
third vorld wvaws on full blast now srithin the Communiet orbit, but denied
to the outside world., Ehrushcheviyg UN performance in 1960 was & solo
since Chica i@ not a merber, bub Ehrushchev meant to malke this a =olo also
in the Cormumist orbit. Hence the meeting of the Bl (Pe in Mogcow in
Decoxbar 1550, (Sse Two Worlds columa on that Menifesto, R3L, 1/61) By
the tims the Draft Prograt for Bussials’ 22nd Congrecs was published, and
Chins rated culy 11 words out of 50,000, 4t ghould have deen obvipus even
%o & Commuwnls apologist like Isaac Deutscher that Khruehchev waesn't

"eherioug" powsr with Mag, But, shile 1t wme obvious enough to Man, Chou
did not expect that, without fereknowledge, Khrushchev would make this
obvious to the wiwle world by en open attack on Albsania, He said hia
plece and walked out of the congreos,

The thousands upon thousande upon thousands of words that will gush
forti from the Communlst orbit on Ytheory" and from the wichful thinkers
of the private capitaiist vorld on whs is Phard® and who g "poft® so
that they can chooss partaers vith vhom to "poacefully co-oxist” will
do noihing %o illuminate the real class contradiztions which have
trought the state-capitalist world to the same ¥stage of development®
ag the private canitaliet world and its power wtruggles, Unified or
divided capitaligts everywiere have the same aim and the game wethods

- to rule the world through exploitation of the worksri. Marxist—Humziste
have no eldes to talts — axcspt to be with ths workers, _

—Raye

{labor donated)
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Kovenber 6, 1961
WESELY POLITIZAL LETTER
ON THE AMERICAN NEORD AUD THE AFRICAN RSVOLUTION

This letter, intended for s mew newgpaper in Oambis, will 1imit itzel
to the rolationghip of the American ¥egro and the Africsn Bsvolution as it
vas reflected in the past two weaks oh two opnosite fronts; (1) ths U.5.
National Commispisn for UNESCO Conference op Africa held in Boston, snd -
(2) the"Freedom Ridary Speak for Themsslvee® poaphlet coming off tha preos
right nov, Thic narroving down of view doss not, however, moan imolation.
from 1orld hendlines and. the particular crossroads of tho African Rovo-
lution reached 4n CGhana, , i

Outeide of the fact that 2,000 American teachors and studente wro
80 interested in Africe that they wore wiliing o ray thelr fars from ell
parte of the United States top listen. to the subject, the oniy rodeening
Toalure of the State Dapartment eponsored conferenre wan that gome 50
Africans ware here to speak for theuselves, The African volcs was diffe— .
rent from the imerican, whethar the latter was mersly & otooge for the
State Dapartment or an Mindspendent® talentsd tenth but so separateld frem
the militant wctive freedom movement of the Amarican Negro that he could
contribube unothing oither to the African Rovolution or the freedom movemant
hors, The Africst voice, on the pther hand, not only spoke loudly for hiy
o¥d freedom but for the freodom of the American Negro, TYor exnmple, Eathan
Shsmyyarira, editor-in-chinf of African ¥ewgpapsrs in Southern Rhodssim,
eriticized the State Department sharply for eeeing s communist behind
. overy bush® and forgetting that the hesdlines of M.ittle ‘Rocke, Freodon

Ridea” creato the Yimage of America,?® T,

- "Tais (Hegro) porulation 2s now American in every sense of the vord, *
he went on, %I given full eivil righty it provides you with a definite
paychologicel edvantsge in influemetng peopla in Africa, But if treated in
the way some freedom bus ridere have been, you should know that every news-
peper roport of anti-integration incident throws mud in the Taco of your

sookeumen, ¥ . ] ,

dnother African, the Nigerian Stephen .0, Awokoyn, Wigerian chisf
federal adviser on aducation, hsd spoken on the colossal nosde of Afrioca
to indugtrimlive, to sduecste, to bring out its own history ne sgainut
all the strings that gre atisched to mifs fWhother we kb it or Bot
sone of ue will dance to the roek 'n! roll from Waghington, others tp the
ideologlcal eomgm from Moscow. & few will try to dance to toth tuzey and
in the procses etay put,,.We Afrieang oannot sfford the 40 years it took
the Soviet Union to reach ite present goals, ., ¥o mhould move faster,®

Allcwne Diop, editor of Pressnce Afrionins, wpokm of "negritudes¥
"A Negro epirituslity would bring something of walus into world eultuve,
That s Wity men of culturs feel they muat safeguard tho Negro culture,¥
He criticised the Negro writers for writing on toples sulting the taste
of Westerns, "not their own people, In the future only if they(Western
Hegro writere) racleva the approvel of thelr own people will they survive
as writers," All tha Africans s-oke ovanly of African soclaliem afd the

2981




]
and the refuzal to bte cowsd by the "communiet Yogey. "

The one wealmees sross on the questisn of so~called nsutrality,
There they Gefinitely tried to rvoid the reality cf the dey — the
50 megaton torb had jJust been e—iscded by Russis -~ pretending to be—
lieve +i:at nothing has chanre” in the coid war to compal them to change
from f1irting with both sidee uavc & truly independent rele by appealing,
not to the rrling powsrs, but to the working people, and espacially wo the
AmerScan Negro.

Tn this rospsct "the talented tenth" were of no belp for the Hogro
American professors are even Dora adent st burying their heade in the
68N ac %o the Areracan reslity, TFor exarmples, 1 agked one well-lnown
soczoiogiat why (1) he sau wriling pleces as to how peor the Yegro is
and therefore could not give the Africsn the mterisl aid he needed, vhen
the zmch greater waslih wae the centuries of struggle . .0 " for
froedum right here in America frem which the African leaders like Hlerumah
and A3t we had indeed learned; (2) vy, when the African ig dlscussing
Imsxlsm onenly end facing, hovever, the dilamma of the Commmist totm}i-.
tarianiasm calling 1tgelf Marxist, the Hegro writer, who in the 1930%'s
openly paraded hie Marxism, now pretends he never heard the word; and,
abuve all, (3) Wy 48 he Dot a participant in the youth myvement —— the
. sip-ing, the bus-Soycotta, the fresdon rides w—- at least to the extent of

openly aligning himgelf with it and telling the African This ic owr
contribution to fresdom.® = ' -

To all this the' femous writer had nothing to say except that hip gam-
eration 4s Mworn out,® that "maybe? the Negro youth and now the whilte
parbiziputing with him,” would be a new gtimilus both to the freedom Dove-
ment here and ir Africs, but Vmy generatiom, the old ones havé nothing to '
offer.” In the fece of such baunkruptey, ntellactually, no wonder only
the Afrizan voice was heard loudly to speak for freadox, though the plet-
form was State Dspartment, ‘ , o '

[ ¥ . . . ]

Tha Afriecsn Revelutions have, howevar, also entered the crossyoads,
‘pot only tecause they ars being torn asunder Yty the tw state-capitalist
puclear glsuts, Buseia end the United States, fighting for world domination,

bhut alsp berause gf thelr ewp adminiatrative mentality, .

Take the guestion of Ohana, What Do ons seid fron the platforze,
everyons was speaking abou’ in corridorst vhere 1g Ghenn going with ita
new arrests, all-out fight against all cppoeition, dncluding that from ite
own workers? XYwetyons thought thare wop some new deal between Nirumeh
and Khreghchev while Nirumsh was in Bugeis, that "Ghana will become the
Afsican Cube.¥ wic. etcs This certainly eanmot be axcluded, What, howaver,
ir entirely wrong is to think offdeals® and ¥oongpiracics? when you &re
fale st gomething <~ and think it is el Pidsal Pan-Afrieaniom ridding it-
serl vy Weslers imperialiom not only politieaily but economiocslly® if you
ate fn: memething, (I should have specified that Meveryoue" meant tha
vhitas, vhile those who were "for® but likewise didn't face the rdality

were the Africans.)

,

Two ingtances of different attitules when it comes to the American
scene will help us get to the quections raised, but not snswercd on Ghapa,
0f all the penels that were feontrolled not only from above butfirom ,
below. " wmg the technclogy, nrivote ajd, and laboer vanel, I mot - visitor

frowm Tangunyike ocutaide the panel ard before I sould say five worde tc hinm,
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up caime hig "host," ene of the swart days from Goldberg!s Laber Dopart-
ment to poe that the Tanganyilmn ipn'¢ "diverted,” Wentins to show how
*democratic” and "freo” labor wae in the United States he smoke of the
fact that, though a government emsloyes, he wag & mewber of a union, and
pulled out his membership card, The young Tenganyikan asked simply, ®Can
Fou strikoet" .

To have heard this labor bureaucrat hem and haw about how Congress,
not wrivats indueiry, vas the employer snd tharefore,,,, The young Tan-
geoyvikan and I smiled at each other, and then the question moved over to
discrimination, wbereupon hs was quickly hurrisd awy by his Thoet,”®

How thig questlion, ®Can you strile{ ip the critical question 4n al}
indepsndent Africa vhere the Western imperislist has finally been driven
out, the great humn passivne that made possible freedon in such quick
time perfactly enthusimetic about Msingle party unity" to drive out the
foreign conquerar. nov want to see results ~ _dg._ffarant' conditions of lahor,

ds the indvstrislization, 1imited thowh it mny be, prosreswen, 8o
Scen tha clppd struszle, In the cise of Ghans At 18 tha {ransport
Yorkors, and not the old ovmsitivn_th,&wim;mm}__ﬂﬂﬂ

dmperialigm, tnat at now challasnge - the %oefyemed Nirumah,
:,os-ag_ygfpfl

It i3 pomething that Fkrumah will not forgive — and he will not
kave jails for these because they aro the grsat Chanatan, especlally Accra,
vorkers who mads poegitle his rawlution, ZHirumah has pot only tox'gotten
hiso youth, hig ramlutionar.y temper . snd meag mothod of winning powes, he
is congta.ntly mving vithin a narrover snd narrower and narrowsr concertion
of ¥vanguard, Thus, first, it was Fthe sarty to lead® ~ the Conventien
Feople's Party certeinly did, Then it wes the Fvanguard group® withism
the party, And now it 1 sn elite yithin this vanguard, (Read hig latost
book, I Boeak of Freedom,¥) . And he nssds this narrow conception bocause
ke bas no faith either that the great creativity vhich hae made the revo~
lution would congbruct society if you let managsment of produstion =md the
state in thelr hends, or that ha and hig party can convince two generaticns
to give up any atruggle for improvements in eomution- of labor o that
their Wgrandchildrenf can hava Athe full 1ife,W

Under the circumstnnesg, 1t Sem!t t that Russis is ®Marxist" but that
1t 13 gtate~capitaiist, nlanned snd monolithis that is the pols of attrace
tion. He feelp morsaver 4t ig Gho Gtats Plan rlus Jdeolopy for he hasm not
?orgott.en that you eannot win without winzing the ot le for the minds
of man, The administfative mentelity of @ is not Russian, bub
African ~- and thet is the crossromds the Africanjrevoluuon has reached,

l‘[os

It decores Amperativs therefore to speak oggtho only relationship
that can seve the African rovolutlon, The relationship of the Africam
revolutionary with the worker in the technologically admanced country
eannot, however, just be ¥a thesis,® It must show a movement of ite
0%n == ond when 1t in shown,snot in dbooks, but in everydsy life, and ir
evary typs of fresdom wtruggle - then and only then will a third road be
seen, away from "Wegt™ mnd “East" aw poles of capital,

Fo publimatica we have ever engaged in hag wvar been so totally pert
of the actual struggle as FREEDOM RIIERS EPXAK FOR THEMSFLVES,
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This 48 a3t becauss 1t 1s limited to the Froedom Rides, the Jail
expsrisnces, the coniinuimg struggle to and gegregatisen, Thsas are
sxciting onough, mnd indesd the vamrhlet reads like an adventurs story
that you couldn't possibly put down wntil you finiphed 1t all, (W¥ were
80 conscious of thet contribution that we have nothing between the ,
readers and the suthors ~~ not sven a contants poge, The readers hesr
Freedom Rider Mary Eamilton say, ®We pulled into the Jackson station,
Bundzy worniceg, &t 10115, Everything wms desdly atill, Police were
posted all over,.,* and you are off to the dramatic cncovnter of Freedom
2iders and state poltco.g . .

Ths cogency of the pudlication, however, is not exhausted by thece
oxciting expsrisnces, The oxperience alsp bocomss the thought, self
daveloning thousht which suddenly dringe alive ag m single ymit, the self-
doterminatior of people and the aslf=dotoerminatior pf idems, Hegzel aven
becomes alive with his Yfelf~Detarmination of Idea in which 1t slons ip e
to hear 1tself spesk® = and speal 4t doew of the Negro atrvggle zow and
of Devid ¥alkar, 1829; of tha Fresdom Rides ooxing after the S1% =Ing ,
Bus Boycotts; of freedonm coming in South USA as 4o South Africag of civil
rights being the namo of fresiom in America whether 1t 1a of whito or
FYegro strugglen; sgeinst eegregation, or against all thought coatrel.

Bo that wasn Freedom Rider Louiss Inghrem ends the etory, it 2s mot
s end w have vremched, but m nev beginning:s "his 1s why I think that
whather the Freedom Ridor continus, or vhether the struggle to wnd sogre-
gation and discrimination onoce and for all takes a differont form, the .
fight for fracdonm will not etop uwntil ws have torn uwp the old, from root
$o branch, snd establishsd truly new human rolations baced on mow bogine
Aings. 1 think that ths Fresdom Ridos, and whatover may come after tham,
are a fora of just such pav besipninzg.¥ - ‘ ; _

: ¥ ~ WIVS & YLETIERE w~ are ospocielly glad of this opportunity
to writo for a cowbry on its way te freedom - Camble w31l put itgel?
ob tha map of history both by its coursgsous Zrepdon fight and its 1o
nodiate egtablishment of fraternal relations with the working peopla,
vhite and Begro, «f America, £)1 power te youl '

— Hays Dumayevskaya
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¥ovember 13, 1961
WEEELY 30LITICAL LETTZR
ISRAYT, BURMA, OUTZR MONGOLIA AXD THE (DLD WAR

Dear Friendo:

Todey'e press carrieg & brief announcemant of Ban Gurion's plan to
make hig ¥cherished dreans coms trus® by going to a Buddhigt "meditation
center” in FBurma in Decomber, Despite the brevity and seeming personsl
nature of the news item, it le highly significant politically, Horeover
it concerno not only the relationp betwoen Burma and Isrsel, but their
Joint role 4in the Cold Var, It is an mttempt tp $xflusnce the eoonomi-
cally underdsveloped world to Tneutrality? for "tho Wesi” sa the nof..

1 for

alignod patipos conierence in Belgrads proved it to be "neutrally® fo
u -

the Eagt.?- _ -
On Burmals side it ie related to two internal and one externsl

“development in the post-war etruggle of U Nu to keep Burma out of the
clutches of the native Commumists ss woll as from an independent wo-~ _
cialist path, During the war U Hu wan a lesder of a broad anti-~fasolph
elliance which uuited the nation, including the proletarist, in the
struggle ageinst Japan, At the end of the war, U Il loct the support,
first, of the semall but important Burmese prolatariat shen he put down

8 general striks, Then, at the bagimning of the Cold ¥Yar, tha Commmipte
embarked on & gusrrille war to try to overthrow the U Nu rogime.

U ¥u tried to win back the proletarint by aping the methods of
Commniat ideclogical warfare, He ouid he was & Marxist — when 1t
cats to material demands, but that Buddhism was necessary tfor the
soul,® He wio there Pto combine®™ the two ideclogies, All this shilly-
shallying led to chaoe and corruption, Hs thersupon stepped down from
vowoy, and turned the cowmiry over to the military vwhile he went to
*meditate,® e bss recently rasumed the premiership of Burme, and con-
cluded a shaky sgraement with Chinn on trade and border dieputes, He
ig loolking for alliews, showing a considerable amownt of independence
from the pull of the Afro-Asisn towsrd Ruseia, At the recently held
Belgrade Conference he guccossfully opposed s section of the Resolution
{sponsored by Nasver and supported by Ghana, Guinea and Mall) vhich
would have branded Israel as an "outpost of Western imperialism,”

On Ben Gurionie pert, Pthe meditation® in o Buddhist Cemple hae
meny more immedimte fmpilications than that which concern his "admi-
ration for Asian thought and letters.® Israel was the firet country te
realize the pivotal importince of the mewly emergsnt independent African
countrisae, It ia trua that it wes acting to brealk its lpolation in the
Arab Middle Eapt, But the knowhow of Israel in the tecinologliosl con-
quest of the desert and in the kibbute form of agricultural cocparatives
was concidered wnluable enough by Chana, Ouinaas, and later Mali that a1l
accepted ald and even alloved the formation of Joint corperations in their
respactiva countrioeg,
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At the came tims Ban Gurion is mesting incroasing laber ovponition
to his sutecratic state-canitnlist rule in Iprael, He s moving further
and further to the raligious right and away from any pretenpe to so-
ciaiism, All this at & time vhen the Commniat Party of Israel im
raklng considerable headway amene the Arabe in Iorasl vhe are fighting
for equality both in trade unions and in civil righte, He has won
an other hold ¢n the premiership, but he must work in a coalition govern~
ment., He prafera lsaning on the right %o working with the trads unions,

Acoording to a digpatch fron Tsl Aviv {Arye Wallenatein in the
thicego Sunday Tribune, 11/12/61), the invitation to visit the Rangaon
meditation centey was sxtended to Bea Gurion Y¥ U Fu fully six and one~
half years ago when Ben Gurion kad firet stepped down from the premier—
ohip and becams F & ghepherd in the communel village of EBdeh Boker, "
Obviously Ben Gurion was in no hwrry to go to tha retreat for Buddhiat
rrieuts, He chooass now to reslige "hig cherighed dreama" because,
faxr from having time to act the shepherd, be must play for time ae .
Isracl's 1soiztion in’ the iflddle East is being extended to Africs,’

U ¥u too profers 1961, the yoer of Burma's "“peaceful coexistence” with
Chine, when he's challspged from within not only by the Chinese commmity
there but the Burmess Comuuniat Party which getg its orders from Moscow,
It 1a a time of quist crisle, Eennedy and Ihrushchev are €yelng esach
other as Mao Tae Tung looks down at them and out into the whole of the

" underdevelened world from Aple to Latin Amorica, and from the Middle
Enst to Africa.

’ Tha conflict between Ruegpia and the U,5, recently sased in ona
fnstance ~~ admitting Outer Mongoliam into the UN. The preps generally
played this vp a¢ & move of the African countries to moat Mauritania
vhich has rezeined wnsested since it worn its independence bacause of
Russie's refusnl to vote for Mauritanis wmless thes UN aimltansously
recognized its sateliits, Outer Mongolia. Supposedly it was the

African bloe that wn ths U,5, In foet EKennedyls enthusissm for his

movea stermed from the Sino-~Soviet eonﬂ.ict.

While Kannoiy 48 not abput te Join the presé innocents who cone
slder the Singc~Soviet conflict so degp that Ruseia would gsuddenly
Join the United States in the fight against "the(Hiness threat," he
13 ghrewd enough & politielen to scnse that Russin'g all-out drivs to
got Outer Mongolis recognired is by ho means exhausted Yy wenting one
axtra vote for its sids in the TN, On the contrary, the mein impulee
behind Ehrushchevla drive is te have & country it completsly dominates
to be able to gain entrance to the Asian world from which his white
face excludas him,

Ever since the Afro-dsimn Solidarity Conference in Bandung in 1955
"Rusmia has regenbed China's ever-expanding role in the world, In the
conflict between (hine and India, Ihruehchev made certain to inform Fehru
thet he disagresd with Mao's side in the Yorder digputs, In the arsasg
shars the confliots in the Asisn world touch the United Statas, how=
over, ag in Laos and Viet Nam, he enters %o halp the maticmal move~
ments both to opposs Lis min world challenger, the United States, and
to challenge (hineme dominance there, Above all, hs wents a chance to
influsnce policy and he known well snough that atate aid 1g not equal
tn the seatling of Outer Mongolia which will now permit ideclogical
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influencs, direct participation Ifygovernmental as well me governnental
Afro-dpisen bodisa, with ideclogical ap well as financial wsavona.

Ehrughchev nips to shift the Sino-Scviet conflict from the confines of
gingle country in ¥sstern Turope {sltania to_the wast continent of

_ Under the circumatances Fennedy almost welcomes the Sino—-Soviet con-
figet, Tae smell countries in Aels, the liiddle Faet, Africs do not.
Whon Yhrushchey resumed testing on the ave of the Belgrede conferance of
pon~s2ignod countrien, none there dared to challebge him directly and’
some, like Yugoslsvia and Ghanm, very nearly approved ths mction, But

by the time ths 50 megaton Youb was unloosed, aven these countriee crit-
{cized Ruosials irresponsible actlon,

This wag the beginning for the new.attempt for realignmant or
thinking of a basis for realignment en the part of Iaersel and Burma,
The wroposed "meditation® for Dscomber has the purpose of vorking out
a new rols for both countries in the Afro-Aslan-i{iddls Eastemm-Labin
American worlds, end theredy algo in the decisive world confliot botween
Rucpla and the United States. As we gee, power volltics is oot limited
to giants, Until the dsy shep the war ig to be actunlly wnicoged and -
all reslize that only the working people have the power to gtop the
fizht for worldd domination, the-gmall powers can play the game of
Smedinor." In the preeent cege, they must glay it at a time when the
atago is very crowled indeed with the hon- aligned,® To think that

.they can coupsts with all.othera at the wery time when the nuclear giants
have shown utter disregard for Fthe neutrals” only shows that even the -
ot down-towsarth politiciang can dream in "templea of meditation,®

o Baya

{1abor donated}




NEWS & LETTIRS B751 Grand River Detroit &, Michigan Tyler B-7053 Frice 2u¢

November 27, 1961
WEEILY POLITICAL LETTZR .

EK3RUSHCHEVYS PIESTALIUTZATION" JFact, Myth, Theory

Dear Frienda:

ABCta 11 olelock night newscsat on November 23rd progented a Tacoop”
by itp "State Devartment correspondent.® The fanalyst," & Mr, John
Sculi anoke breathlessly about "tha coming wehabilisiation of Stalin'e
arch-enany, Leon Trotsky." This wild ennclusion wes grafted onto
Yorushchev?s "deStalinirzation” becmuss {1) on p. 16 of this week's USSR
magazine thers awpeared & picture of Troisky alongside of Lenin, (2) and
since euch things "do not happen, in Ruspia, by accidemt," and {3) Fatalia
Troteky was in Paris "trying to get a visa to go to Moacow," "thersfore..."

Mo doubt the fin’inz of & victure of Trotsky alongside of Lenin must

have taken & preat deal of digging in Stalinist Rusois, XNo doubt ite

. uppearance in a Russian magazine could not have happened "accidentally,®
and will prebably mean a further downgrading of Stalin's 1917 role, But
t6 8dd to the metter of a piaoture of Leon Trotsky, the fact that Natalla
Trotsky (whose influence is eurely non-oxistent) volunteered to go to .
Mogcow, and to doduce from thess two unrelmted factw, that “therefora®
Fhrushchey will "rehatilitaied Trotely only testifies to a total bank-
ruptey of thought, ' .

1t would bs eawy. to dismiss Mr, Sesli's wild conclusion and
attrivute it to mere ignorance, but the banlruptcy of thought is net
nacesearily dus to ignorance, Some of the most lnowledgeable of the
specialists on Ruesis contridute mora substantially to this bankruptcy
of thought than those whs are eo without ¥backround material® on
Ehruchehay ap %a lackey of Stalin® that they take his™deStalinizatim¥at
face wmlue, The lmevledgeuble men may have the factg, suroly Trotsky
during his 1ifetime had them but he too failed to grapple with the glasg '
nature of Stnlinism, that is to say, state - oapitalism, se that his volu-
minovs writings on the origins of Stalin, as theirg on Ehrushchev, only
ssrve to compound the confusion on the question of Ehrushchov's " do-
Stalinization,?

On the other hand, & serious grouniing in the theory of gtate -
cepitalien helps 41luminate not only basic class conflicts, but conflictein -
the Sins-Soviet world. A review of Khrushchev!e *de-Stalinization? since
1tg firpt aypearance at the 20th RCP Congress im 1956, 3 years after
Stalints death will talke the ground away from under the "naws scocp! as
well ag illumnirats the more basic conflicts, But, without a dialectical
mathodology , this could only leed to a conclusion which 13 only the oppo-
olte sids of the coln of Mr, Scali's fantastic conception, In a word, the
¢ ‘absurdity of his conslueion on the bapio he laid for it — or for that
matter the basls 1aid by the experts for an oprosite conclusion -=- can
only be 4iminnted vhen you see that either conclusion must be approached
from en entirely different vantage point, Therefore the whole post =
Gtalinist period will be viewed azainst the backround of the different
sonceptioha cf the nature of Stalinism, not only of yroletarisn versue
bourgeocis, but aleo of Harxigt-Humaniast versus Trotakylat,
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Firset of all thors wac & Dore fundamental msve away from Stalinist
pelicy diroctly after Stalin'o death, before Ehrughchev! g proclamtion
of YaaStalinization" thun there hao been in the pericd sinos. By Stalints
headlong rusk to the brink of WWIII (the Korean War) st a tims Russia
hed barsly recorersd from the devastation of W¥ II, Stalin had become
before hig death, & milletona arcund the neck of the bursaucrady he
agtatlished ag the ruling cla:s. He wig ne sooner dead than pll hia
Yeirs rughed to scutble his yolicieas, without, howsver, in any way shaking
the state — capitaliet foundation on which they rested, Thus the Korsan
¥ar wao copclidied but tha new arsa for maneuverability in the Orient kept,
Yayr from enforclng Stalin's TEconemic Problenme of Boclalisn® ~ merging
tha peagant’t private allotment adjoining the ccllective into the colleotive
1tgolf = Mnlenkpv let the pessante keep vhst thoy had,out tha pescantls
taxes in half, To stem the sgricvltural crigis and {ndugtrial uerest
from overflowing to the lower rungs of the buresucracys he smbarkad upon
a new priority for concumersi goods, At the same tims, howover, & short
16 days after Malenkov had assumed both the Premiership and the post of
Firat Secreiary of the (@, he suldenly aaked "to ba relieved" of the
lstter, Xhrushchew stepped into that placs, I then wrote: "It da wot
the death of Stalin that yroduced the nev conflicts in the buresucracy,
It would be far more correct to eay that the confllst produced Stellinte
A0ath, ..., Ingtead of arguing who —- Berla or Malenkovr ~- will win out,
vby 20t look at the little kmown Ehrughchev?® .

The difference between Stalinism and PdeStalinizetion,mwith or
xithout Bhrushchav, is the differenme 1n twe stages in the development
of gtate = cmpitalism, In the first case, we had the astablishment of
& gey == the firat in the world — gtate — capitaliet ruling clags with
all ths counter-revolutionary ‘brutelity that of necesnity involves.

In the mecani osso, the ‘state copifellgh foundation having besn
18id and tow the Tnew collective leaderehip” solidly resting on it, atate -
capiteliam ig throatencd as it moves into itn imnerielistic phese, . The

underming of Staliniem came not from Maleskow or Berds or Ehrughchey, but

from claps oppositio Tussis is threatensd by revolutionary upheavalb
in 1ts satellites (Bast Gormany) end revolts inm ite foresd labor campa

i

[Vorkute), ~ Thus we enter the bepinning of the ond of totalitarian rule,

Where Khrushchev differs for Malenkov 1a in the more daring wayE he
has sought to paintain state — capitalist powery from throving capital
into ploving up waet virgin fields, fo the decentralivaticn of industrial
monagement while keeping tight centralized control at the summit, and by
ridding himgelf of the burdensome name of Stalin, While the East German
Revolt kKilled the myth of totalitarian invimelidility, helped bring ebout
.tha downfell of Beria, and opened & new page of fresdom in European higtory.
Knrushcaey guided tha new ¥collective leadership® {Mplonkov lagted 23
wonths as premier) back to a "milder” total vower but wag &8 brutal a eusher

of ectual revolutions as ever Stalin was,

Let's mot forget that tho first stage of Ehruahchev's "do-Stalinization”
or"nost-Stallaiem® - the superspectaculor at tha 20th R(®P (onzress —
gpecified its limitationa vhich hold to this day,

(1) Whils et the wecret session, he called Stalin a “purderer.” Be
linited the public proclamtion to ending ftho personmality oult," Ee wae
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Boving emutiously not only becauss of innar oonosition vhich wnlll see
revealed tho following year in the sp—called "anti-party group® dut
becauee he did and vill contimato rest on the otate-capitaliat foundation,
The removal sf Stalin's body from the mausolewum in 1961 does not change the
enbivalence on Stalin.

(%) pikoyan who developed tie snne thome snocified the period for which
"an accepted history® vas neaded ag beirg "about 20 years," that g to 88y,
not over the eutirs period sin:ze Lenin'g death 32 yeers back, but onlv after
the victory over Trotsky end tle establighment of the Stzte Plan, .

(3) Wbile in Eastern Europs some wvho were "rehabilitated” wero aliva,
rone in Russie were, Both in Tastern Europa ard 1n Rusels thoge ¥re-
hatilitated" hod always been fefithful Staliniets, and did not quoation
state — cepitalist rule, .it 1s trus that Troteky too had fajled to anslyze
the claps nature of Staliziem, much lssg opposs the Ztate Plan which he
bad been firet to provose, but his criticisms of the bureaucracy were gub
ctenaial and khrushchev got his first chance st big politics by onthuei- .
astically participating in the anti-Trotoky campaign, While the 1956
© wontion of a need for a history of *20 years back® Yoould" mean d1g-

 owning the Monoow Frame~Up Trials, nothing 1ike that Atd occur, 3Both
Ehrughchey and Mikoyen wont out of their woy to repeat the gtandard sccuane.
tione againat Troteky., : . .

Far from being concerned vith Trotaly!s ‘réla., in 1917, or 1937, or
big murder at ths hapds of a GPU agent in 1540, Ehrughchevls "da-stalinr
ization” had the aim of freeing himself for an entirely ney arens - the
smargent Middle -~ Featern, Afro - Aplan apd Latin Agerican world, where,
. 4a Russia or 4in Eacstorn Eurove, the oporesaed peoples would recognine

their exploiter whether called Stalin or Ehrushchev, the now, independent
couniries whers Russia bad bad no vegted interests and the Harxintg thoory
of liberation was tha grosteat volarizing force for their freedom struge
glen, Khrushchev's Vde-Stalinization® was a master stroke and permitted
bim to march under the ugurped Harxist banner, He created for himself
& new gphere for maneuverability shich wuld have been the envy of
Adlexander the Great, At the time Mao congzented to thio,

The people who dida't were the oppressed - ¥ do~Stalinization) could
ot gtop the Hungarimn Revolution. .

’

The 2nd stage of Khrushchevls post Stalin Staliniem, ¥de-Stalintzation
e forced upon bim by the ¥anti~party" group of MolotoT, Malenkoy o% al inm
1957, The struggle for powsr within the rresidium — ths opoosition to.
Ehruchchev!s sin’ring of so much capital into ths virgin land scheme eud his
mover for long-range super plang while decentraliring the sdminiastrative
responsibdility fur the exocution of plane m thought that, just ag the
Engt German Revolt brought down Berla, %o the Hungarian Rewvolution would
docapitate Ehrushchay, slthough ho had yut it down as blievdily as Stalin
would have, fo owsified wap thie onposition that, far from essing that
*dewStalinization” wag an attempt to stave off repititiong of the Rast
German Ravolt on an ever~exwmnding nsosls, thay claimed "de—Stalinipntion®
"caugod® the Hungarian Rewglution, Ehruchchav could show that there would
have been many Hungarys had'@s-Stelinization! npt helped contain the up-
surge in Poland and throughout Rautarn Burops,
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Xhrughehav!ie pregent revival of the earmpaign mgepinat the ¥anti-
ptrt}' old Staliniats® long after his wictory over them in July 1957
10 only & cover for the new gtogs of struggle for Rugeian hepemony .
in the Communist world now challonged by laco's (hina, We have dealt with
this 3rd stege of Thruahichevls "de-~5talinization” 4t previcus Waskly
Politioal Lettera { ses ssnocially issusg of Oct,2 and Oct, 30, 1961)
tind wil) deal with thiz phase again by considering ths uwnderlying
%theories of tho Sing ~ Soviet rift in the Two Worlds column 4z the
Decanber igsuws of MEWS & LETT=RS, Here it will cuffice to say that
anither the olowz naturs of state ~ eapitalism nor the lass serious
attack on Staiiniam mg @ Dursaucrsay ruling over s %dsgenorats wrkerg'
state? (Trotsky's analysis) are affected thero'hy.

Now then 15 ths wild' guaps of ABC's corregpondent to be completely
ruled out? Unfortunately, we have to sngwer: Bo, If ihis flles in the
face of all the facts we have Just eited, to which we could add that 1t
wuld be & moat improbtable outcome vhon you consider EKhrughchey would
have much %o loge to reviwe the infemous MHoscow Trimls which gtartod hig
en his aurser to the upper echelons of the buresucracy and little to
goln from ths adherenos of the Trotskyist movemont which 1g neither s
mass force nor a state power, Novertheless such an unliksly posaidility
19 not axcluded, It would not be tha first time in hiatory vhen poli.tict
pade strange hedfsllove,

The truth g that thors Sa pothing in the thsory of Trotskyi
the nature o2 the Runsisn buresucrscy which would absslutoly forbid
guch av pldisnen, Thig 15 so in the face of Trotoky's strussle :,
gg_n_ingt tha Stalinist bureaucracy for n-sa..;z tw decaden, Bscnune

Irgtpkrt o Hts g ha 1 ig mg 1t- o tion

‘hather Trotaly fenied the class npature of Staliniam because he faiied
to so0 the world nhenomenon of stato = easxitaliem as facty, or vice verss,
he remained a prisonsr f the State Plan, If the irohy of higtory should
bring about his rehabilitation in Khrushchev!s Bussia, 4t would be & more
pathetie end to Trotaky's thesries than his stature as a gitoat revolutionary
fecorven, Vo need hardly fear, however, that Ehrushchev would embark en
such & frntastic turp to his fake "de—Stalinization.® At tho same time
wo rust thesretically urm ourselves for the many strange turne and tvists
that a worldé cn the brink of & nuclear holocaust has in gtore for urc,

== RATA

{l1abor donated)




IEVWS & LZTTERE 8751 Grend River Detroit U4, Michigan TTler 8-7053 Priocc 24

Dacesbar 4, 1961

( Hote by the Technioal Committoes Bayals letter this week wms too long
to bs mimecgraphed in time in view of the fact that this week we aleo &
to press with the paper, Therafore wo dividsd the letter into tuo parte,
You will get Part IY next woelr, 2t which tice the Deoember 2apus of HEVS
& LETTERS will almo bo out and you can staple together as one, Farts I,
Two Worlds, and IT ae & unified whole on the origing and philosophy of
Fews & Lotterc fonmittess,) '

WEEZLY POLITICAL LETIER

VEY THS NEW CEOP OF BOOES O HARZIST-HUMANISHT WHT Yoo DB’IITS AHERICAN
BOCTS!  (Hotew on the Hiamtoric and Fhilosophic Orlgins of Bowa & Letters
Committesc.) part 1

Dear Friendo;

1961 hae witnessel the publication of soveral serioua workp on
Msrxigt = Humaniem both by bourgeols writers and by. socialists, - This
ie & very difforsant world than Dagenber 1957 vhen g Trea
ceme off the press and mst wp with quite o conspiracy of silonce sm the
. port of the bourgeois press, and a total ons on the part of ths varieus
variatles of socislists, not to mention Cormuniute, What has changed in
thege four yesrs to meke Both ‘bourgeois snd eoctialipgt g0 ready to

*rediocovar® Marxigt = Humani gm?

To the extent that £t was natiosd at a1l b¥ anyons outside ourselves
the Marxist — Humniast banner raiged by the Eungarian Frosdom Fighters
wg atiributod to the Jact thet the Hungar ian revolutionaries utiiized
the Marxiyt "langusge” they had bosy Fiaught, W Poculiarly erncugh, althaugh
Africa 1 certainly as ¥foreign® a continent ap Europs, tho Bumanigt bannar
raiged there was not explainad as "foreign," It was just 44 rezardsd ~—
until the yeer 1960 when 22 nevly~indspendent nations wers born - and
Ehrughchev!s pefformance’at the UF gave notice that thig third energent
world in Afries, in Agla, 1n the Middle Eaet znd in Iatis Americe tas
ibo battleground vhsre Dussin ehose to drape 1tgslf fn ths
Marxiet bennar and challsngs "the Vost," At the same time the total
Tingoo of ths inwmsion of Cule taught Xennedy a lescon he vAll not forzet
ebout the impotense of oupitalist demooracy to win the minds of men bt
on getting rid of sxploitation and imperialist domination and taking
destiny in thelr ewn handg,

. In the Two Yorlds mluzm for the Decenber igsus of BEWS & LETTRRS
{shich 1 to bo congidered an integral part of this weekls lstter) I

deal with the paradox that the snd=romult of the books by tke mew
adnmirers of the Fumanism of Marxiem 19 hardiy digtinguighable fron the
voriteblc conepiracy between the State Department snd Russian Commudiem
to try to fores an identity bLetwsen those two irreconcilable oppositep w
Varxiem. & theory of 1iberation, and Commmimn, the rractioe of enalave
ment, What I want to concentrate on here ie the question of the Americen
rootn of Marxist = Bumaniem toth ag history and ss present, To that end

I wish o eall your attontion to the Introduction to HARTISM AND FREZDOM
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(op. 23 = 4) which deals with the impulse to the writing of the book
being of twofold crigin: (1) the American workers® battls with Automation
Hhigh began in 1650: and (2) the Eaat German Revolt of'1953_ which killed
once and for all the myth of Rusalar invinedbility, or, to put it another
way, that men can be *drainvached® to forget their historic, never—
caying gtrugele te be free,

1950 wao the start of & new epoch on a world scals, The gtruggle of
& nev world being born took itz most mcute form in the U.S., becauss of the
high technologiml develomment hers, oz the ono hand, and the lack of &
labor party, on ths other hand, to eoxpialn mway this siage ag "nrogrenn, ¥
The american workers raised, in a most concrete mamner, the philosophic
quastion raiged by Harx regarding the division betveen mental and manual
lelor which characterired rl) oloszs apcisties, THE CRUCIAL DIFFENENCS
BSTWERH THE WOBKZRS RAISING THE QUESTION, Mwhat X¢nd of Labor Should Men
Perforn?® AKD TEZ LTARNED WHO WIRT RAISING THE QUESTION AROUT *THZ )
ALIZIATION OF LABOR® TURNS ON THX POSITIVE ASFECTS OF EUMANISN, I there—
fore vich to deal with Humaniem from two vantsge mointer (1) as Marx first
ralsed it iIn 1844, mnd (2) a8 it wag reiged,on the ons hend, by the
Catholic and Protestant theologiang in France, Italy, Germony and Bvitger—
Jani §8 the poet-WW II periocd; asd, om the other hand, in ths Amarics of
tha 1%08. '

I. The 3 majr cosays in the now famous Sconomic = i’hnosonhiiu_a_:g_- !
‘acrintg, 1844% were: "Private Preparty end Comrunism,® "alienated Laboz¥
end "Critigue of the Hegelian Dialectic,” Thess sstabdlighed the new
world outlook later to e called Msrxiam, the central point of vhich

was thet all hiatory ¢111 the present was only "the Ire - history® of .
monkind since labor, instesd of being a ‘eolf = activity vhich while - .
producing goods, also develops man to s new human dimension, ws, instoad,
6o alien an activity to the worker who had been degraded %o "an sppendege of
‘8 machine” that ve have no 1dea of whAt humanity is really 1ike, man'y

. telents rematned hidden from him and he will naver find them until he.hag
gotten rid of this explotative aystem of production,

Marx, however, was not only against the capitaliat clmgs wvhich hed
appropriated ae ity private property all that the workers produced, He
was aloo aguingt vhat he called "vulgar communism® or thoss who had
thought that 4f only private property wae abolighed, a naw non-
oxploitatiys sociel order would arige, MHarx!s point of view wvas that
while it wap certainly unjust that 211 the products of men's labor weore
Yalienatod,” that 1, taken away from him, by those vho owasd and/or
pansgzed the means of production,thers would be no new, truly human
soclety wless with doing away with private proverty shiat was most alien
to men -— his teing fragmented to do only manual work, roduced to no more
thon & cog in & mechine -~ was aleo abolihsd, Unless the fugion of mantal
&nd menual ectivity were row-sgtabdliched within man sp that hig body, bis
pind, his heart all ware functioning ag a human entity thore would te no
new soclsty, R , ‘

Without the re-crastion of the hole-nses of man, the abolition of

wivate yroperty wuld not be a graat improvements communisz wes npt
Ythe goal of homan develonment, the form of human spelety,? In a word,

* Seo: MARXISHM AND FREEDOM, Chavter IIY, A New Humanien(pp, 53-66).
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Marz wes againot any exploitation of man by mang s wanted now, truly
husan relationg, begianing with labor at tho.point of produotion, Hs
insipted that you could not counterposs the individual %o faoelety
teeauss the “individual ia the cozial entity,® the only proof that
freedom wap renl, was that it was for all, apd meant doing and thinking

incorporated in the same perscl, ] ,

This was hig main criticimm of the great German philocopher, Hegel,
that ho @s = huunniszed thought es 1f thought was not ia the hesd of wan,
saich was in hig dody, but floatsd sbove betwoer heaven and earth, It 1s
ir. the srticle, ¥Critiqus of the Hegellan Dalsctic? share the fampus werds
defining his nsw world cutlook as Kumanion sppeart \

Wyhen metusl corporeal Mem, standing on firm and well & rounded earth,
inkaling sad ezhaling 1l nstural foreag... does not depert from its lpure
activity! in order to greate the objoct, but 1t objective product confirns
merely ite gbjactive Bctivity,..¥e see how thorough - going Naturaliem,
or Bumenisn, distinguishes itzelf both from Idealiem and Haterialiem and
4g, at ths some time, the truth vniting both,® (MARITSN AND FREEDOM, p.313)

] How this Humanist philosophy wes expreseed long before he voried out
a1l his econonic theories, It runs as a red thread threugh hie greatest
_ econemdc work, OAFITAL, 1867-73, However, this ie pot becauce he had the
theory "all worked out" as far back as 1844, Fo, it ip bBoosuss he re~
diecoversd tumaniem, on a higher, that iw to way, EoTH. concrete plane by
the actual cleas strugglsc of his day. 4s Harx ut &%, he Mhad to turn
evarything aromd,* The Feverything® he had to turn around were the mazum
pcripte be had been writing and ragearching for Z0 long yeaTs, The reasgon
and ths time he had to do wo wmg the strugzlen for froedom the wurld over,
especially the Civil ¥ar in the United States, the atruggles for the
shortening of the working day which followed 1t both in the United States
and Eurove, climaxed by the Paria (ommune, the firgt wrkera! atate in-
history,* : . ' ' ’
As Mary hingelf put it, Jdohn Brownls heroic death in 186D began a
tiey world opoch, The Civil War which soon fellowed . Teowndsd the tocsin®
aloc for the social revolutions in Surope, The decads of the 18£0%s was
tho decade ihers the pathas of the American Abolitlonlste and that of Marx
crosged, Marx was busy reprinting for hin Turopean auwdiences the speoches
of Wendell Phillips which he considered mere important than fthe battle .
tulleting, ¥ It was the deomde of the birth of the Workingment!s Intere
nationsl Assoctation wvhich came to the aid of the North, It wes the
dacnde of the birth of the firgt nationel trade wnion movement in the U, B,
vhich became sffilisted with the Intornational headed by Karl Marx, Farxz
giver the Hational Leber Unlon headed by Bylvis (wiich pasesd the Rescludlon
on the 8 Hour Day at its Baltimors Oongreas on Auguet 10, 1866} oredit For
kaving "by the right working clees instinet” formulated a racclution vhich
wzs the aqual of the one ho had vorksd so hard on for prosantation to tha
Goheva Congross, He moreover lays stress on the fact that "Labor in the
white skin cannot be free so long &a labor in the dblack skin is tranded, ?
.l;mtioml 1abor movement in Amerios was first born mfter ths abolition of
slavery, . :

*Ses: MARLLSH ALD FAREDOM; Chapter V, The Impact of ths Civil War in the
United States en the Structurs of GAPITAL, Chapter VI, Tha Parig Comnuns
T1luminates mnd Despens the Contont of GAPITAL (pp.61-102)
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Harx'p relationship to the Abolitionists hag spocial significance
for our day because because it 1)lurinates the queation that Harxdem
ig not Sust found in books, but in lives and aspirstions of men, and
that the affinity of idoas of freedom hap nothing vhatever to do with
"parties to Jesd.” On tho contrary, ilarx found much more in common with
thoee who fought for freedom and did not kpow of "arzism® than with
those who tried to justify teking np position on the CGivil War bscaume
they wers "opposed to wage slavery as well as to chattal slavery," Just
83 be held that i1f this vere larxiom, he waen't one, so wo hsve had to
sezarate curselves from those socialiasts who cail themselvey Marxiata Dut
Ses neither his Humaniem nor the Ameriosn roocts,

(For many yeavrn in iae development of some of us who have bean
Harxists long before the creation of KEWS & LETTERS Cormittess in 1955,
the Nsgro {mestion cccupied the central point of debata,® W5 471 return
to this later, We want first to contraet the Hupaniewm of Marzien ag At
appesrs in Herx himself, and as it was "radiscoversd® in the poot-wmar
European wrld,) .

II, Bov then *he Frediscovery? of Marx's Hupanist Enuaye in the post-
wr world of Western Europe had very 1ittls to do with all that concerned
Marx's vigion of the creative drams of. hunan lideration, On the contrary,
The politice of the day showed 5% a glance that the West European .
proletarict were throvgh with capitaliem which had brought them noihing
but cripes and wers, Two million workers Joined the Communiat Party of
Italy: one million the Commmnist Farty o Franca; for defeated Ger
. the Cormunists who had ugurped the banner of Marx dangled the slogen of
funjficaticn,® The popular caying was that all Stalin needed to do to
mnquer Wegtern Furepe 16 to plck up the thome, The fact that he aever
wowld pick up that telephons becaupe he did not want = ravolut jonayy ,
rroletariat gatning power snd g0 goon diecovering thut Puasian Gommumd ot
wg only a eurhomiam for gtate~capitaliem did not paclfy private capitalipm,
It wented to break the rewolutionary working class sovament, S ’

" Goon the mcholars caught the politice in the 2air =~ and discovered
the Humanlem of Marxiem, _Soms very waluable studies wers made which proved
eaclly enoygh that Comrunism wew not Marxism, The resson behina the suddien
PMigcorery® of the Humani gm of Marxiem wawy a1l to obvicus: the yriagts e
tent to the factories were opponad to all class strugglee and tried to
stop the etrikos, even as the Oommunists were beginning to dv. Moreover,
the theein that "slienation" meant not "2lienation of labor® but :
Falienation of sowl" made ag 13ttle impact as U Nu'ls statement that Marxiem
s2e good for "matsriml things® and Buddhigm wag necocsary for ths Ygoul,¥

: The daonde from 194555 when everyone from ths Outholie theologlans
to"the Exigtentialioto were bugy wrinting and revrinting thoge Early
Eosays vith heavily biaaed commentariss ms to what thay Yreally" msant

Tade no impact &b 8ll on American intellectuals tho all to eapily bng
woved from thelr flirtation with the Communigts 2n ths 193019 to

patriotisn in ths war, By the 1501s they were frightened out of their

vits bty Ketarthyim and lost thelr collective tongus, Daniei Bellle

THE END OF IDROLOGY, The Sxhaustion of Utopiag in the 1950'e, serves at
least one good fungtion = it reveals the utter bankruptey of tha bourgeolg
intellectuals, ;

e I, Tad N P R e

¥7840: "Hegro Intellectusls in Dilems," NEVS & LETTERS, Tob, 95 L
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So far removed wag the intellectual world frem ths real world of .
workerg that the bool’s publication coincidad with the dirth of the
African Revolutions both mp actunlity reshaplng the world and ag alive,
independent, cremtive thought which many oclled "Humenigm® or "African
Soclaliem,® Needless to say thoase vho had'exhauated utopias" muld not
appeal to the wrlds sppronged end were totally dlaregarded by the youth
who wore sick of men who had 1cet their dreams, ¥From the wlldeats in
Detrolt to the Freedom Riders in Jackason,Miss,, American youth, Negro and
whits, showsd thay were determinsd to tear up the criple-ridden world thsy
bad not mede, tear it up by its roots and remake it, Jt 3a at thig higtarig
Jumciure that the bourseols intellsctuala in the United States caucht the

spirit _ the Purgpesn Intellectuals had caught the provious dscads, snd

redincovered the Rumsniem of Uarxism,

Fot by accident, howsver, they failed to digcover the American roots
of Harxiem., It o not that thy consciously averted their eyes, Rather
it 1s that it was inconceivable to them thet the goattered facts that
they mey or may not have about the actlvity of the First International
herdsd Sy Marx in support of the Forth in the Civtl War in the United
Statee had any fundamental relationehip to the theory of Harxiem; that
the clame etruggles of Marzls day vere not “Juat Tgetting® for his CAPITL
but fundementally chanred ita gtructure wore as bayond their bourgeois :
mentality as the oblective resgons for thelr snlden diascovery of Marx,
That the socialists who kept silent on MARXISM AND FRESIOM are enthugie
astically loud in their endorpezent of thewa bourgeois books on Marxist
Humenigp mokes 4t necessary to saow way we had to zsparate cursslveas
from 211 old radieals in order to rediscover the Amsrican rootg of
Marxien, and not as hietory of the past century, but ms today's history,

. —— BLYA

(1abor donated)
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Dsconber 11, 1561
WEREELY POLITIGAL LETTER

(Part IY of the Dec, Lth latter on the origins and philoeophy of Nows &
Latters Comnittocs in light of 4he current Mrediscovery® of the Humaniaem
ef Harxiem.)

The claoe differance that separated the Wost Purcpean pogt-wmr ’
workern Joining the Jommniat Partios of France and Italy by the oilllong,
fron the theologiane' eudden discovery of ths Humanimm of Marxisn merely
&g an ingtrumenrt {o fight the Communists doomed the *discovery? from |
having sny concrets-meaning for the workers, Whers they wlshed to do
away with vepitalipm that had brought them nothing but crises and wr,
the theologians asked them to accept private eapitelism, At ths sume
tims the exigtentialiat twlst $o Marxist Humaniom while holding on to
the teils of the Commmist Party acted mg a buffer to keep the workore
from finding out the truth of Commmist totalitarianiem,’ : )

) In the United Stateg, on the other hanpd, tha intellectuals! 1961
*redigeovery® of Marxiat Humanism is so bslatod & phanomenon, eeparatad
by 8 vhole decads from the 1950 workerls inetinctive raising of the
quaetion of alienated lobor —— Antometion &y an alien operation that
makes labor an inhymn act separated from the worker ss man, and sy
thinker — that it only underfiuep the unbridgerhle gulf between worker
and fntellectusl in the United States, At the same time both the con-
creteness of tha queotion ratsed - what kind of lobor ehould zen per-
form? «— and the fmct that the Communist Party was not o pass movemsnt .
in the United States helpsd Marxist-Huranism ostablish itgelf on mative
grounds, ., )

The Miners' Genernl Strilm in 194950, which, as we saw, opened
8 new epoch in workers'! attituvdes to production marke our own bagine
ninze nlthough Newg & Letters 4id not begin pudlication until 1§55,

*Just &g 1945-6 goneral siriks transformed the abetract Rugsian
guestion on proverty forug inte cna of motual production relations,
sv et progsnt the siruggle of the miners and the new content thuy have
infuerd inte 'Ko ocontract, mo work! 1s shat gave ms the iupulse to go
into ths espontial dinlectionl development of Marx himself, Dialeoti-
eally, the problem of Zorm is the problem of tha contract todny.® Theg
appears in a discussion {om February 15, 1950*) where I presonted an
outlire of what wan to bacome MARXISM AND FREEDOM. The 1550 diascuseion
was -distinguished by the fact that for the first tims we invited a
Jorker %o 8 theoretic discuseion held by & fow intelloctvals.®® The
lvportance of tha invitation arcse from the two new wantage points of
the book: (1) the American proletaristy (2) the philosophic foundaticne
(Marxz's Basays had basn mimeographed by us as far back ms 1547 and the
Bew refsrence was to Lenin's Philosophie motedooks,)

* Intersstingly enough that discuceion containe thin statement Yy J.3
"lake R, s letter of January 24, 1950, wvhers ehe speaks of Marx's
shifting from hivtory of theory to history of production relstionchipa,
& vhole esway ocould bs written on that,® .

*% Johnny Zupen wea the vhite wprker, who with Charles Denby,the Negro
worksr, wag to basoms to=-sditor of Newn & Lotters.
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Up until 1990 the werious outlinsn of the book £1l osntersd arcund
an amalysis of Russia ag a stato-capitalist society, Although the
broeak with Trotskylem over the nature of the Ruseimn state momnt
removing the question from the political f1a1d into oconditione of labor
in the faclory, it remained ¥the Russisn qusstion,¥ Whero we did daal
with the role of labor ss & wiiverssl quection {in pudlishing Marxls
Parly Essaye) the alienaticn of laboer so predominated over cowperative
labor mt the point of zroduction that humnisxn maintained an abstract
character, as if it wers merely a philosophic question,

¥ith the 1950 gtrike, howsver, ths question of lador even in its
philoscphic sepoctes becane most concrate, The Teason is simple: the
gctuality of a general strike invoiving nc lose than 100,000 minaro
could not be separated from the Automation which cauged 1t &5 wll oe
the revolution in thinking,

1950 slgo merks the time vhen we began thinking of specifio
American workers who wers to asgume leadership roles within the
state-capitalit tendenay (that i to say, the tendency that aoalysed |
Buseis &6 & state-capitalist soclely and state-capitalion as & wrld
phenomenon), What had heretofore bash congidered se intellsctuval tacks,
such a3 editorehip, suthorghip, lecturing, would from thanos on be
practiced by workers. The whole period bYetween 1950-55 oould be ealled
‘m Spractice perlods” It vag climzed by the publiecstion of the story of
a Hegro Azoricsu of today, INDIGHANT EEART, the very title of which wac
from the grsat Abolitioniet, Weniell Phillipss ' o g

¥,,.vhother hig volce chwersd the starving Hindoo crushed beneath
Britigh selfighness, or Hungary battling szainet treaecn and the Ozar;
. shether hs pleaded at home for bread and the ballot, or held uwp with
 his eympathy the over-hopeful enthusisen ¢f Ireland, — overy trua

wrd syoken for cufforing man, $s eo much done for the Negro bending ,
beneath the weight of Amerioan bondage, It is sail that the earthquuis
of Lisbon toseed tha pen In 1illows on the. coast of Cubar s0 RO .
ISDIGHART HEART ig beating anywhere vhoso pulses are not. felt on the
wlls o our American Bastille,” ' .
~w Wandell Phillips, November-26, 1850

Ve alse published "The People of Eanya Speak Tor Themsolvos® by
Wolyn Koinango. . . ‘

Although we did not ¥now it at the time, 1555, vhich wes the yoar
of the gplit in the utate-caplitalist tendenay,® was the yeer the
Oommunisto began an eitack on Marx's Humaniat Eccays. Av our first
convention (July 1956) we analyzed our mow fully devoloped Harxisb-
Eumanisz which wag to becoms the central point of the book in the
- document, ™Mhoeoreticnl and Practical Perspoctivess Yhere to Segin.”
Bscauge history is not only the past but the progent, MARXISM AHD
FEESION dealy with Humanlen not only in Chapter 3 { A Now Hymanimz,
Marx's Rarly Xssays), or in Chapter 7 ( Tas Humanisw and Dialectic of
Oapital), but aleo at the very emd of the book { Ghapter 16, &utomation

* The broak from the Johnsonites had good and sufficisnt reasons in the
anti-war struggle around Formoss ag well as the workers role as editor
of our papar, dbut the underlying differsnces on Fumanigm were mord
implicit thar explicit.
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and the Now Humanigm), The introduction to MARXISH AND FREEDOM states
1ts aim to ba the resstablighment of the Eumanien of Merxiwo ss wll

ce the reveisticn of itg Amerioan rocte, The last chapter enda with
the section; "Toward a New Unity of Thaory and Practice in ths Abolitionist.
and Marxiot Tradition,® and brirge us tack to the American roets vhich
are dealt with in Chapter 5 "The Impact of the Civil War in the Thited
States on the Structurs of Oapital,® Vhat w could not deal with in any
dotail there are the muzercua sritinga, research and davelopoont, over a
period of gome two deocades on the go~called "Hegro Question.® The
higtory of the Hozro in this country le a higtory of continuous revolt
which hapg shaped the United States ss it moved toward (ivil ¥ay and
theresfter o today!s Freedom Rides,

It ig no accident thr.gflil vhe prriicipated $n the Freedor Hides
ws are the only omes who published FREEDOM RIDERS SPEAK FOR THERMSELVES,
Even & quick mcanning of the pamphlet will reveal whst 4s the distinqui-
ghing mark of Marxist — Humanisg —- to erento the form whers wisn
fresdom fighters gpeak for themaelwes, the doing and thinking beccnes

one unified wvhole,

Thue todsdhs Froedon Riders wes = relationship to David Walker,
the raz picker of Bostonm, who back in 1829, published Min Appesl to
the Colored Citizens of the United States,® and Yook iawus with pons
other than Thomes Jafferson, shom be warned prophetically, that race
projudice would yet Yroot some of you out of the wery fmoe of the earth,”
{(pa 10) Because higtory is met only pest but presenty and not only
activity, as the act of going to jail for s principle, lut activity sg
thought, we get in the midst of the oxciting story of the Rides znd the
Harches and the Sii-ins and the Bus Boyootte, an editorisl reproduced on
the gtate of ocivil rights, not only of the Negroes tmt those resisting

thonght econtrol{pp. 39~44).

In centrast to the Commmigts, who change their line depending on
the. forefisn policy of tho Scxiet Unlon w0 that vhen the United States
end Russia became allies, ths American (P urged the Negro to forget hig
strugzle for full squality, Marxist - Humaniets have & view gesing the
_ continuoup history of the wanguard role of the Negro Anerioan,  That is

to sy the developuwent from the sluve rovolts to the Civil VWar, frem
Karx'a tims to the Populist Movomenti®fron the Garvey Hovement to the
0I0: me well ms the strugsle for full equality during Werld Var 11 and
after t111 today, has been & struggle for freedon that has Yrought the
Megro American to the forefront of the #4ght to reconstruct seolety,
Ae FREEDOM RIDERS SPEAK #OR THEMSELVES puts i, "the Frosdom Rides, end
wbatevar may come after them, sre a form of Just such new beginningalF

In & word, the Constitution of News & Letters Committess statss
that thers are two inseperable phases to our existenoce: (1) to pudlish
& workers' peper edited by a worker, which ab the same time s s
weapon 3n the class struggle, snd (2) to publish MARXTSN AND FRERDOM
wiick would theoretically establish Marxist - Bumanism on native
grcunis,. As the Introduction to MARXISM AND FREEDOM {pp. 23~4) phrases

+

Tt the Negro Fopulists were the deepsst weeticn ef the working
pesnie van be seon from the share - croppers' strils, Cf, fTem Watweon,

Agrnrian Rebel¥ bty O, Venn Woodward,
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1, "o thooreticlian, today mers than ever dafore, cen write eut of his
own head, Theory requires & constant shaping and reshaping of ideas on
tho besis of vhat workers themselves are thinking and doing, ...the com-
pelling need for a new unity of theory and practice dictates a new
method of witing, At least it dicteted the method by which this book
was written,

A tour wes undertaken to present orally the idsas of the book %o
grovpe of aute workera, piners, steclworkera and atudent youth, In
their owe words and out of thelr own livas they comtributed to a pew
mndorotanding,..,Thies work ig therefore dedicated to the suto workers,
pinere, steelworkers and stulent youth who have participated so fully in
the writing of thip book, They are its co-authpre, *

How to return for e firal look at tiat new crop of boclks on the
Eumenlen of Marxiga., The avoidancs of it Americen roots trangfermed
Humaniem inte =n abstraction, . it was not done because of inter~
Retlonsl concidecations.  Nonme of the suthors has the univarseisty of
Marx, Wo, keeping the smerican roots hidden \es the Yo confins

dden wan the way o OO o ..
Humenism's world concepts to books instead of allowing them '.u.fes The
great Abolitigoniet, wWilliam Lloyd Gerrison, wrote on the masth of the
I.TEERATOR Be bad founded in 1831 when Marx wap still a tesp-ager, EThe
world 1g my cowntry,¥ Teter Marxz eaid the workers had no count of
sir owi, but the whole world wms theirs to roghape, Baceuge Marxigt~
 ean find ity indige-

Humanisn im a philosophy of freedom, every country 1
noug Toots, .

014 radicels vho hail the present crop of btooks help ksep hiddexn
not only the genuine Ameriean roote as higtory, Yut vhat ig even more
erucial maintain & bourgeols divigicn betwean philoscphy and action.

Tt g true that the radlenly are active and do not liva 4n ivory towars, -
ag do the bourgeois writers, However vhers gocialigts 84l %o soe the
workers no® just an “muscle® but se-the source of all theory, thoy
inevitably fal) into the trap set up by the bourgecls Ygcholare® of |
dividing thinking from doing, the Humanigm of Harxism bacomes an b
straction inatead of something present in the daily lives of workers,
youth, Negroes snd other oppressed minorities. '

Bscouge on the other hand, we saw the minezs! striks of 19¥5=50
as theory of lalor we wars able to mowe to tus rediscovery of Hunanioo
on pative grounds, and thorefore vere the first to publish the Farly
Eecays of Harx in the English world, ISecauss wvo saw the vanguard role
of the Negro American throughout our history we were prapared to listen
to the present Freedom Riders and hear their world view of the Negro,

Far from the deep rootedness of tho Marxist — Bumnisa of Hawp &
Lsttorg Commttesg aignifying any 1solation from world relatfons, our
panphlate == not orly AFRO-ASIAN HEVODLUTIONS ‘tut WORKERS BATTLE AUTOMATION
. show that Marxiat - Humanism cennot be hammed in by any nstionnl boun-
dnries, COn the contrary, Along with FREEDOM RIDERS SPEAK TFOR THEMSELVES,
the moat Tecent addition to ourpublications i the Weskly Politignl
Letter, These weekly informal statemonts began on April 22, 191,

% Spep Weekly Political Lettar, 10/16/61. Marxigt Humanisgm ve, Communism
which prewents the Introduction to a Britich ed!sion of MARXISM AND

FREZDOH,
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The first“was entitled Preliminary Statement On' Crinis Over Cuba, It
was called forth, on both sldes of the Atlantic, by the need to keep
with events more than is possible in a monthly publication, Our regponee
to objective e%renta_ wag 8leo & response to the organizationsl needs of

- various groups, especially youth, who desired a Harxd st-Humanist analyein
that drew practieal, orgenizational eonclusions ag wall ms exploring the
thecretical ramifications, : BT

The fact that we make no diptinctlon batucon members snd non-membera
in printing the contritutions to News & Lettery, hag inapired many in ths
United States, in Zurepe and in Africa who are not membera of Newe &
Lettern Committees to turn to,ua for a Marsiet-Humanipt analygis of world
events, Just ng we had to break from ths old radical groups wio taught
Harxlem ag & foreign doctrine, eo the youth of today who apuromcii Marstigi-
Humanism on their own, have found that Yoth for itg Americen roots and
wrld conceptiona, they must turn to Hewg & Lettery Committees rather than
to the stondard publioatione of the Amoriceh radical growings,

- Baya.

* Tachnical Dditor'a Note; Beczuse of the popularity of the Voekly Folitieal
Letter it waa dscided to mimsogzraph them and make them avnilsble to the
general public beginning with the letter of August 2, 1961

(labor donated)
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FOTE: Bocsuss the office is closed both Chriptmas and New Year'!s, and
the locals arentt meeting thia weck, thig letter ip dated January 2,
1962, *hsough it has been writton Denember 24, 1561, .

Janvary 2, 1962
WEEXLY POLITICAL LITTER
THi: AMERICAN KATARGA LOHBY AMD THE CONGOD CRISIB
Doar Friendst

Ag the nowly-spawned Zatanga Lobly shows once again, politica makes
strange bod-fellows, Here we have the Nogro-hatimg white gupremacist,
Semator Tastland of Missloeippl championing Moipe Tghombe, Hoere also 1a
Eastiand'p Nerthern counterpart and Ameriom Firster, Sanator Dodd of
Connactisut, literelly flying across continents, ocemns, mountains, chaos,
to ride in Tehombels cer to sone ulush party "proving? that law and prder
preveils in Tehembels Eatange cnly to be attacked by Tshombe's armed
police sbering tho call of the vhite mercenmaries, This neither stops
the demsgesus fron seeing the lawless sction ap » "Commmiet plot” nor
from raturning to Join the Hatanga Lobby in the company o¢f the sretvhile
fallow-travelling YMegro Yedueatoy” Ir, TYargan, and ths other paid propa-
gsndiot for the Portuguese atrocitiea in the (ongo, Gacrge S. Schuyler,

This hypocritical color admixture is being financed by hone-made as
wall as foreign fasciot clements, erbracing the 'd:ole'imtic fringe from
the pros of the old China Lobby (lfrs. Alfred Echlberg), with the lnevitsble
fringe of ratired military brase (Admiral Ben Moreell of Fimericans for
Constitutional Action"), through the Belglan unregistersd agent Michale

© Strueleng of the "Katanga Information Servige,¥ which haa gpent eome
$140,000 to white-wagh Unign Minjere's Entangs figure-headed by Moies
Pahombe, to the gtandard American rightests, such as, (larsuce X, Hanlon
and William E, Bueckley,Jr,, editor of the Hationel Reviaw, not %o mention
the senior Revublican forelgn spokesman in the Seuste, Senator Dirksen of
I1linofs, who wean!t fast enough on the draw (mow that hs is running for
office) to withdraw hip name from the $5,200 full page ad in the N.Y, Tizes
of December 14, 1961, and later denied giving authorization for its
aypearance, Ag if to maks up for his sulden withdrawal, other Republican
bigwign who besr official Tesvonsibility forfthe Party iine,* such as
Richard M, ¥ixon and Republican Party Hational Chalrmen, Miller, omms

out ag dafonders of the Ypne anti~Oommunist, (hristian Tehowhe,® By this
timo the fasciot etench was go strong and the extremist coloring eo gauwdy
on the Republican banper that General Eiseuhower felt compelled to sepa~
rate himgelf from 1% and ecome out iz suvport of Prosident Kennedy's
Wongo Peliw," :

_¥nat 1s §t that brought this motiey arew together, snd what 1s 1%
that hao made John Fitxgerald Esonedy, wlio ie not too far resoved from
them, apnesr to be the very opposite of this counter-rewlutionary
galaxy! Wny is he now supporting militery section to bring gecenplenint
Katonge back into the Oongo Repudlic?

To get te the bottom of this, it is necessary to epend time not on ths
lunatic fringe= the EKatange Lobby w~but on the officlsl Etate Department
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policy of the Einenhower Adminiptration which eonspirsd in the murder of
Patrice Lumurba snd the State Deyartment policy of the Kepnedy Adalni-
straticn shlch shed crocodile teara over thip murder vhile insistlug ob
the recognition of Kasawubu ap the Megitimate™ head of the Uongo Republi g,
the gane Easavubu who hanfed Limumba over to Pghombe, Though there is &
grain of truth in the charge bty Ihrughchev!s WN repregentative that
Esnnedy %¢ meddiing in the Conge in order Yto mave Tehombe," the greater
truth ig that Kennedy is slsn willing Yo dumy Tehombe if he cannot make

him toe the US-UK policy, Tt is nol the'samenesa® of the srinliet
Policy, "she West'gh or the Ruseien - that holds the key, _The key ig in
the change, the fairly fundgmental change, in ths gtate Department and
W pelicy, - . '

The Yew Tune Kezmédy ip Eumming

"Phe West'g" inability to work out & “}mitod" policy in the Oongo
gtema from the fanaticiem and impotence of wrivate eapital, The coabined
fanaticisn and impotencs iz couelng Felgium, Frenco and Britain to forgoet
the price of Hazism'se Manti-fommmignfe= the subjugation ef the 'whole of
Purope, Eennedy has been compelled to remind hig JATO allies of this
agking prics which, when tranclated into 1961 African realitios, would
unleagh the most gory -war of tlack ggninst white, stretching from Eatangs
- through Bhodesis to South Alricm, How, he ip asking thenm, could they
posaibly think thot Belgium's Union Miniers (even 1f aided nov by o now
sawiugt Casear, Sir Hoy Yelengky of the Bhodesisn Folderation, and later
by the more powerful Yerwoerd of miartheid South Africa) could win when
tochrolegiecally advancsd ¥arl Germany, helped by Mugsolini's Italy, Vichy
Tranca, Laovold I1il!'s Belgium and the other Eurepean Quislings, so well
eg Japan in the Orient, oouldn't win in thls world struggle to tura Yack
the cleck ef history!?

The American lunetic fringe ~the Fatanga Lobby— may de willing te
substitute for the Nazi extermination of the Jows, ihe exterpination of
the blask rece in order to hold on to the minerals, anclent and new, of
Katanga; the copper belt of Northern Rhodesis, the zold and diamonds of
South Africa, But one lesson Esnnedy hag learned (1f not from higtory, .
then from the psst-nmr freedom movements gtill shaking pot.only "foreign" -
empires but his own country), It is thist it wan not by arma alons that
¥azi Germarny was brought down to defent, The great reaistance movements
of ocoupied Turope who oculd be counted upon to fight both mgainat the
faccliet invaders and the native Quislinge, were the indigpensible slliow.

‘What was trus in Europe, 1939-U5, is oven truer in Black Afrioe of the
19601s, agnin both where it is independent and vhere it is ground in the
dust and Yull-whivped, as Sharpsville showed, HNassacrez oan drive &
zzss movement undergrounds I¢ cannot deatroy it,

fhe truzp card, insofar as Fennedy's co-tmpitslistic rulers &ré
concerned, howaver, 1s not any farn of pralse for dlack Africe's freesdom
movements, It 1a thimt Af puny Welensky can wag the British lion's tall,
won't Britain land in the imponeible position of DoGeulle of Trance ~—
incapacity of commanding ths loyalty of him ovn ermy in Algoeria, though
he dreams of worid glory! If Tehombe has shown greater willingnees to
aceept advice from the white mercenaries and the $52 zillion por ysar in
texes from the single Union Miniere, than from the Belgian Govermment,
how can Belgium bBs surs of his leyalty! 4nd dontt "wo® all loes everything
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onos thip one small-tims politiclan,{"Europscs blask" ma the Katanga

vhite gettlers 1liks to emll "their® Tehombe) is given free rein, that s
to say, allowed to wmite with the other blind men of Africa -~ tha colons
of Alglera as well ag the other lsat hold-outs of reaction in Ceniral and
Soutl Africal That surely would unlcose the most feroclous and goTy fight
of white azuinat black and create the perfect situation for Russls Mo

tnka ovexr?

Thig new tune that Esnnedy is humming has such good horse sense that
even a. Gonoral Tisenhowsr oan recognire 1t, And 4f that man on horgsback
ig willing to sing along with Jack, priwate capital may yet lesrn to play
the gtate cevitalist gama and"win," If not - if not, that bourgecis
pundit, Walter Lippman, is tellinz the world, the world will indeed "go
mad." Ths Sume to sing then 4z = Funited Conge." 3But if that ie the tuna,
sy 43¢ they all either dirsctly participate in, ar stand by gloating,
vhes Patries Lumumbe was murdered by Tshombe who would not be hound by
any national movement? "Aye, there is the rub" — thers all stand naked,

revesling their eame clasa clay.

Lumumbale MNC snd the Balubag, the Iuluas, the Bakongng ve, Tehombate Lunlap

‘0f all the glanders against the Congo Republiec, none is more damgogl~
eally fostersd than that mbout tribal divisions, Into it gets woven avery
~rejulice of "backwardness” and fprimitivenogs,” Not & word ig said about
the feet that Oatholielem and Protestantipsm, not Just ¥in gensral” and iz -
Thigtory," but presently is dividing each tribs — for example the Bakonzo
of Fasawvubu, Since theras are indeed tribal divielons, pointing to the
obvious fixes tho prejudice to where it covers up all basic ciage diviglono,

tne wuld think that Tehombe, by being "a Chriatisn,” is not a momber
of n tride, & .vory spscific tribe that has lorded 1t over all others shen~
eve:r and vherever it conld, oven ag he as the richest dlack tradesman bhas
 turned every personal {ailure into & political gucesss bacauee he oan

gell himself to the highest white bidder while mt the same time -goEpel
the vrite mercsnary to gbay "hig" orders gince hs alone has the admutagze
of & blnck face, 1t is thip which has given even gomo uppro judiced Jeur—
pnlinte the impression that, far from being & puppet, Tshombe ig holding
%he b4114on dollar Union Miniere empire ss a sort of "hostage.” It would
take us tpo far afield to enumerate all the tales the press writes vp oe

"facta,™

The pimplo facts are eagy to mscertain when one hag vot been brainwmehedy

Tghoxbe ig related to the royal family of the Lunds tribe, which is powerful
in Katanga and mcross the border, Northern Rhodesis, His marriags to the
deushtor pf the Paramount Chief helped him not to go dsws when his warious
businecaes failed, When the vaet strile movements in the Eelgium Congo in
1958 compelled Belgium to grant tho right of free spesch and ‘assenbly, Tehomba
built his own party —- COMAKAT «~ but never for a moment was it part of the
African matioral movement, Nor, for that matter was he loyal to the Belgian
Government, Ein adeptness at the double-cross showed itself oarly. At

the firat Rowmd Tadle in Brusaslls, he so intrigued with tho private finan~
clal interests in Eatanga that ho bocame persona non grata ewen to tho

Pslz ian Gevernment, Tshombs thought thai his Provinelal Government would
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hail hig secessilon, Ingtoad when the falvbe laadera arrived they ds-—
nounced his ffantesy government,! Ina werd, he is & minority pot
only in the Congo, but in his own province,

I8 $s mo'tribal® wer thes is at the cere of the Baluba struggle
apainst Tchombe!s massacring gendarmes, AW mere then Fordte tuwning
water hopes in freszing weather cx the workers fighting for uvnion recognition
wap a 'tribal’ war,

The Balubss in Katangs were part of Lusumba's National Congolese
Hovoment. To this day they oopoase Tahombe, On the other hand, Kalondi,
Josdes of the Balubap in Easzi and once part of the MIC, has since
declared himgelf "King of the Diamond Stete.® With as much money coming
in from the diamond mining intercsts us Tehombe has from the copper
interssts, Kalenji is now ovpesed bty the Luluas who ars part of the
Hational Hovement, The Zakongos also gplit from Zassvubuls party in
Leopoldville and Joined Luruzba, Iz 8 word, lumumbals wes the only true
national movement that crossed boih tribal ard territorisl linee, Though '
not orguuiied wntil 1958, this national orgenization wie B180 internationsl,
both as African and sg _gocialist, Ao Lummba phraged 4t "Owr noed 1s
to domocratize all our institutions. We pust separate the Church from
the State, Wa must teke awsy all power from the traditional chisfa, and
‘pémove all privilsges, We must adapt pocialiem to Africen reallities.
Anelioration of the conditione of life iu the only true mesning indepen—
donce tan have," (Quoted by. Colin Legu in his ¥Oongo Disaater," p.95)

(8ince Xivu has been so much in the headlines recently, 1t ie alus
in order to cell attention to the atatement by Anclent FKaghamna, sho iw
2 leadsy thers; ¥ The Africana ars natural socialiste,....We Africano
will nov throw away snything eimply for the eaks of doing so. V¥e will
be gulded by ovr own African past, and take vhatever is ageful to us
from both the Wast mnd East,®) - o

‘ _ Bacause Lumurba 44d head & magn movements because he vas & leader
who undertook to bring Eatangs back into the Conge not only vig tho N
Yut vie & mees movement | \thin Hatangs, The W made no rush then to heed

AL the pame time the Americen Embassy in Leopoldville becams the
soonsor instesad of the .so—called 'Gapnrai' Mobutn who wap slwys at their
back and cell, The Cold Var entersd when Rusalz, wice enough to recognize
who really represented the tongoiese, Jumped on the Lummba banduegol.
Eigenhower's policy at that time, along with Eammerskjold!s, prepped up
Tehombs, though they claimed he 'really ghould® join the Conge, offering
to dilute the Conetitution to glive him all tho autonouny he needed to
continus to rule cver the Katangose os well aa over a great éesl of the
wealth that bulonge to the Congo tut ig mined in his provinooce, He
wonder Tehomba began to have deluoiocns,

Though the continuity of the Eisenhower -~ Yonnedy Oongo policy hes
created the bags for the Americen Katangs Lobby, Kennedy aust oppous it,
He must now strike out sgainet the blind, DBATTOW ~ pinded, atubbern iying
dnngerous demogogus Tshombe beceuse the heady mixture of the priwmte
Jnterasts of the Union Miniers and ite areenals, the fapaticlem of Yalensly
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end hig British co-lords, Defaulle's 1llusleay of grandeur and the
delusiong of the colcna who mct agfadvissra® to Tohombe has created

such chags that it may verx well be the Congo, rather than the Berlin
crisls shich gets off World War III. Whoever pute blinders on when faced
with a possibie global strugrle of ths two nuciear titane muot be brought
down to slzs, 4 evon shon firat epswned, this wes hia own creatura, ypure
aud pimple., Hanco the new tune that Esnnedy ie humming,

At the same tims the Afrioan national movemonts have sleso come tp the
arongrosds. Thelr lesders have raached thia impasce because they have
besn so prooccupied with Speutrality? 4f tho Cold War on the one band, and
*loyalty to the UN® in ths Congo criglis, o the other hand, that they bave
failed to mck thelr own people vhat they were strugeling for, vhat wers
their aspirations, thelr gel? ~ davelopment, .

{1ntor donated)
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. WESILY SOLITICAL LETTER

BIGH-BLO'N ~ORDS OF YHIGH ROAD OF REODVIRY®
JROM THE RICESSION TEAT IS STILL WITH Ug

Dear I'riends:

Prasident Esmnedy's Gtate of the Unlon Tevort iz the suxrems sxample
of how very foreign the American language can sound shen 1t ipsueg from
Weshington, D,C, At a time when nearly 5 millton are unsmployed, and
twice that mumber only vartially employed, when veritable civil war on
‘il righte ie going on throughout the South, vhen the erisis among
farmers hsa not eased at all, when & million youth, as J.F.Zsnnedy -
‘himgelf haa delicately put it, "are out of school and out of work,"
when the rate of growth of the economy as & whole et s veried that ig
labelled ay "orognerous” and bean vwmied full of west milita ad
is at the smaills pacs of 2 per cent at a time whon italy's is B per eont—w
at such a criticsl time the Men in the White House aspumes the air of
confidence of "world leadership," not to mention bead of "a going concern, "
And 211 the bowrgeolis vress pours forth meeans of pralse of the
man vho hae proven himself a master at turning a good phrase, ths lstest
baing Tthe burden and glory of freedom,? ‘ :

Juggling figures has baen s chaiacterlstic of the mighty 1o power
and the snpsech writers in the capitol sre expert at this, Thus ovr
8limy Secretary of Labor speaks of the great achievaments of the New
Frontier in incressing production, in *not" increasing the g‘ﬁa of
ucemsloyed in the month of December that stiw no less than 100,000 added
to_the number cf wemployed, And the Mah 4in the White Houae spoaks of
& reftuctlion of "surplum labor areas" from 101 to 60, without mentioning
that the total number of unemsloyed saw very 1little docrease iz the .
nation, XNot even these master Jugzlers can gee any prospect of
substantial reduction, much less ¥full employment” to which thay are
suonosed to be committed by nothing less than an Act of Congresp—the .
Full Employment Act vhich every Aministration has conveniantly forgotten,
No doubt that "urdec® is too much for tham, The young man from Boston,
when he wes campaigning for the prasidency, was "brave® in appsaring in
West Virginia and other hard-pressed "areas of surplus laber®--but now
hs prafers to travel elsevhere, Sincn, howsver, he ie sudposed to be sush
a voracious réeader, I suggest that he read tedayts Detroit nmapsrs and wee
how in the sloet and anov, Monday, esriy mornirg, 3,000 Job geakers lized
up at a 1ittle church which had "hit the Jackpot last wesk and found 43
Jobs"i TYes, 3,0001ine up toduy for 43 unadvertised Jods found lagt woekes
and this is one of the glorious 4) areny that has been taken off the list
of "eurplus lsbor arens,! '

How does the Chief Exwoutive proposs to desl with facts instead of
phrases?! He takes for granted that unemp] oyment will continus-—and goss
on to other business, Following in the footsteps of all good capitaliaty,
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he propeses, to mest unemployment by granting relief—-to the capilalists,
In addition to denreciation mllovmnces, he now pronosas no laess than

8 ver cent "tax credit® for investment in mechinery and squipment, More

Automation to make 1t "more cormetitive" and »mut more workerg cut of work,

At the same time he convernin-tly forgets ull the campaign speeches
about "retes of growth" of the economy and his lauvghter at the then
Pregident'p {Zlasenhnwer) cyniciasm ebout "growthmanship,® ‘The only
mention at all of the rate of growth of the ecomony, or mors correctly,
ite fallure to achieve any rate of growth whean compared with grovth
of population, ig at the point when he tries %o convince the vested
interests it is for their good %o becone actively angaged to the Cormon
Harket ir Burome, It ig there that our State Planrer mdmits that our
rata of growth 1g¢ only a half that of '‘estern Eurone and that we stand to
logs all unless (1) a 5 Year Trade Expansion .ict is passed and (2) he is
given executive authority to cut tariffe, Thics is vhat he calls
fulfilling "the world's hope by fulﬁlli.ng our ovn faith, M

. Yo doubt the glorious destructive cometition 80 characteristic
of c&'oitalism could, 4f fully aoplied by Weatern Eurcwe to the United
States, cut the latter to size, Hers howsver we come to the arucial .
political problem that is seen meither by radicals mor tourgeois now any
oore thon 4t wap understood before World War II, Between the two world
wars, when state interventiocn in the aconow wvas 8till a nuvalty and .
thought to mpply either only to wer periods, or "only" to Great
Devressions, it was common for radicals to say the "real® 'struggle is
between the United States and Great Britain, the two capitalist glants,
S0 while they ware a.ll beinz sconomic determinimts, Nari Gormany wam -
born and 1% Yoffered to unite! all of Burome under its hogemeny—in order,
of course, "to fight Communism.® And vhile Chamberlain appsagod—and - -
Stalin entered in a pact with Hitler-~the nstional resistance mpvements
throughout Ewrope ravealed their uncompreomising opnosition to fasclem-——
and "all" tecams allies agalnst Hael centralization of European canital
ae the preliminary to world domination,

‘Now that Eurapea.n capital has centralizad Atself vndor a Franco-Gorman
axis, and Britain too walts to enter, John Fitggerald Konnedy, following
Mao's Confucianiam that "For us Chinese' things that ouvposa sach other
really "complemant each otner' is now dreaming of an integrated éconony
atratching from Suropes to America—a sort of super~fAtlantic Econonic
Allianse'~~that could bring the Russia~China axie down to size aconomically
ard fthoreforee,.sflow that the capitalist, ingtead of the radicals, have
bocome ecopsuic determiniasta, they should he asked a oounle of political
questions, if not about thelr inter-canitalist fighting, then about the
mich more fundamantal claes struggle in each country, That, however,

‘they wvill underatani only as they lose power—not when they still have it
and thus dan protend "to revressnt all ite ecitizena,”

k11 the State of the Union report had to say on that was to ask the
wrkere not to demand wage increnses, not to fight for tha shortsrT workweelk,
not to demard pubdlic sduceblan, Bot to go all out for medical cars, mot to
expect full employment and not to demand fu'l civil rights, dut to Ye
ready at all times for "compromime"-~trailing any and all wropozals to
appoase this or that reactiocnary bdloec ir congress,

3008




-23-
1f ever thers wms o shem Battle, it ie the ens bBetwson Now

Froatierige on the part of 'the Executive,! ag areinst the sonservatives
of "the lsziglative.” It has stood &11 Mmingtrations in good ptesd—
that 1s %o ade it posaibie to aovear "progressive and boldM when
in fact the thief Executive werg only the chief demazopue, 7Thig hae
nsvar been truer than of _the oregent Administration, The moderntion, it
is sllered to be Moompelled" to show in order to met Mthe most 3mportan
2i115" vassod 4g in fact ity owvn trus capitaligtic ipner mnd outer
character, -

Which are the most important oroposels in thig yoar hilch are
supnosed to prove that ws ars "on the high rosd of recovery and growtht
if 1% 10 no% to vut an end to the blight of vnemployment ng 2 permanent
featurs of the present sconomy, an ezd to the lack of eivil righta which
hag glwaye characterizad this Yereat dempcracyM vhore it wmanlt sutright
chattel slavery, a beginning of some minimum medicel cars for the agzed
vhich has long since been tzl%en for granted by ity Junior partnar, Great
Britain] After all the talk of i1litoracy in the Mackwnrd countries?’
ien't 4t massive aid to nublic education that 4s needed’ in place of
"scholarships” and college aidt L .

Mo, thers ig nothing to expoct in the coming year from this New

Frontiersman who has brought himself down to sige mors than any

Renublican ceuld have done for him, At a futwe datas, hovever, I do ‘

wish to go in further on the one dream JFE at1l1]l retaing—the eccnomin

union of all ¥good® camitalists i the world againgt the gtate-ocapltalims
of Ruagin and China which call themselves Communist, This dream has now
oxtonded  iteelf to vislons of "Wegtern! wnit; g cgainagt tha Sino~Soviet
Rift. The speciel supplement (News & Lettersg, January, 1962) on Mso Tge-tung
will deal with the actualities instead of dreams of that rift pod the
underlying unity, and I vwill return to the Wegt European sg well za the
Administration's view of the Oommon Markot in a future latter, .

~—Bayn

(1abor donated)
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Technical Committes Note: Lagt woekig letteyr was wrongly dated Jan, Sth,
ag ig obvipus from the faet that 4t dsalt with the State of the Union
Mescege, dolivered the 114k, Plsase redate your copy the 15th,

WESILY PETLITIAL LETTER
. _ Januvary 22, 1962
JF¥K'g ECOROMIC REPORT: A 93 Billion Dollar Budgoet, An Arny of 5 Miliipn
‘ Unemplaysdeand the "Atlantio Community®

Dear Friepds:

Desgpite the fact that Preuidantial Economic Reporte are an
cutgrowth of the Bmpleywment dct of 1946 and’ thelr wery reseon for being is
suppoged to be concern with full employment, this 4s couveniently forgotten
by the President and the ovress, Yet the Act, pnsoed to pacify returning
GIg that they had not fought fn valn snd were not returning to tho state
of Jblessness they had left, makes it "the resvonsibility of ths Federal
government,,.to coordinate snd utilige all itg plane, functicns and :
resources, ., (to mehievs) ma i emyploymsnt, production and purdmsia.g
pDWru .

Far :h'om utilizing "all® regources for that purpose, it ia
conmon kmowvledge thet pince 1554 thera has been no less than a 180 billden
dollar losy of waalih in idle mez and 4dls plaute, All the waried
Administrations, Democrat and Rerublican, have been buay building up sines
the passing of the Act, is the military, The present 53 billion dollar
budget 43 the largeet since 1545, the lergest ever in pesce-time hhtory
and 1s ovaruhelmingly for purnoseu of war prenarations.

Full employment hes long since bsen forgotten ag a gou.'.l..
Bince the end of the FKorsan War, the recessions have come nore uiter~—every
3 to 4 yeara—the upswings have been shortsr—from 45 woeks 1o a mere 25
veeke-~the vnemployed army has been growing longer and becomine a permansnt
fezture, All the President even bothers to promise now is that he hopse
the wnamployed would conetitute fonly® 4 per cent Yy 1963, Ju.ut wen we
sra dus for ancther recession at that!

One thing only 1s clemr that the uloplas of all State Phnurl
are empty indeed., Vhether these State Plamnera heal "free enterprise”
economles or mtate economiss, a’ single pin~prick tursts the balloon—and
that aingle pin-prick ic alwaye, alweys 4ts rolationshiy to labor, Just
oz Ihruehchev, in presenting hie 20 year program for thes millenium to the
"22nd Bussisn Oommumist Party Congress, oxpossd the actuzl state of the
Hugsian sconomy when he promieed that ®in the gecond decade, every family,
incivding nevlywede, will have a comfortable flat conforming to the
requiremonts of hygiens and cultured 1iving," go the Prepident of the
pichest country in the world expoged tha ons-sidednegs af its Pproeperity®
(orefits) by raveali.ug that ove over 6 per_cant_of the labor foros in theas
proamrouu“ times remaln umemnloyed.
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The cold-blooded Tecoprition by the Administration that it
"superior economy" is gatting used to 1iving with & permanent ermy of
unemployed is matohed by enother bit of hysocriey called the "Atlantie
Community,® ¥hether this is referred to mtter-of-factly in the Economic
Moacage itpelf ags "A Five Yasr Trade Sxpanasion Act,” or 1s pleyed up as &
fpatural? extension of tho Zuropean Common Market over to this side of
the Atlantic it adds up to but one thing-—"globaloney."

Supposedly what sociallste droamed about—e United States of
Furope—has besn achieved instead by Mdamocratic” capitaliots with hearts
of rold sho are mow opening their arms wide in a fraternal embrace with itn
originalmontor, the United States, Of course the Xuropean Common Market
18 Dot a1l European yot and i% is far from bolng fpocialist,” but 1t ig
Pintegrated}

Where the President muat uretend that #all¥ went to reduco terifis
and "all® will gain thereby, the British press ie cotipelled to-tell the
world a few facts about this loving act of communal Iiving, In its Jamuary
18th 4spus, The Manchepter Woakly Guardisn writes that tho President's
ptated policy i "at varisnce with the kiod of thinking vhich helpsd to
bring the Common Merkst into exisiencd,..the bigh fariff, introverted,
ard Torope—-centoreti® from whlch aven Groat Fritain, much leas the United
Statos 15 in fact excluled, since the moving force of low tariffe for Stg
6 merters memus high tarifin focr all others, semecially ; ao the U,S, As
the Guardian fran¥ly puts it,  "IT a high external fariff e ruled out,”

what will be the "unifying force"?

It cannot be that President Isnnedy does not imow at leapt that |
puch, Nor can it be that ha thinks that the Iuropean Qommon Market will
£211 211 over itse=lf vith Joy nt the prospect of the Tnitoed States horning
4n on théir Yntegrated" scoromic commmity, Furthermore, he surely ocannot
think that American Yuginaos men will grest his Plan-—.as Tha Wall Stroot
Journsl did—amless thoy undergtand him and vesd his mind correctly, which
$g; go at then, boys, and win in cut-throat commettion stemming from auto—
Xated oroduction—while I m_Ee the hard-pall {"good for the n_ﬁgq_g_"i of
Yois wwmwm@,mm&&
for higher wazeg or n shorter workweel or bebter gonditiong of labor, -

_ Eapnedy logt his look of being .cool as a cucamber {and 4id he also
£a1i out of his rockinz chair?) vhen he heard that the electrieul workers
won a 25 hour wack, The press reports that the wildsqet terms any of JiKfs
aidées ocould think to say was that it wae completely fumjustifisble, " After
all, how will their boss be able to btring wages down Af the unemployed
_army should be lessened through this shorter workwask?

Tho Pritich workera, on the other hand, who have struck agalnet
tho ravages of Automation, will feel a closo kinghip for this action of tha
American eléctrieal workesrs, It is preclesly Decause this ie the type of
sction they wanted all Eurovean workers to engage in, that they opponed
the 3dea of the fommon Markst sg it wee pureusd, firet B¢ the f poalicro, &2d
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now by Britain that sesks to Jjoin it, JFar from that bdaing any sort of
Maocialipt? dream of a United States of Europs, it was an attempt to
sugnlement the playins wit: low tariffs for members and high taritfe for
non-members by reducing the conditions of labor to one common denominator
get by ths state—capitaliptic rulers —ho ywant to be froe to engage in a
£lobal wer,

Note the kinship of the bourgeois prega with the capitalistic
viow of wvhat "an Atlantic Community® ghould be 2ike, The year began with
top Buropean correspondents einging a new tune about the high standard of
1iving of the Turovean workers. After having been exposed for long, long
decnden to panegyrice mbout "the higheet standard of living in the world®
that the American worlars are supdosed to enjoy, thege great bsllevers in -
the American dream, have suldenly discovered that, while 1% ip that “tho
wezeg"” American workers earn are higher than thoss of Europsan worksrs, tha
Europeans have such better medierl care and other privileges that Fin the
end® the high American standard ian't eo high eftor all,

It's pesculiar how quickly the; found out,~-once they feared that
the American workere may oprose o "free markst™ 1f it peans competition on
the bagie of the lowest paid labor--what they didn't previously lmow for
decades on end, Pardon us, if we remind thegs venny-a~linere that, whercas

- 4t ig true thet no sdvance country is more backward in medical care than
the United States, it is not true that either the Americen or the Europesn
worker enjoys so high a standard of living, or that there will be no chonge .
1n the conditions of labor if only tariffs are reduced and the natursd

ravauiousness of capitalists in competition takes over,

o Ad for the internationsl solidarity, the Apsricah workers have no
nesd for lessoms by the nnid asents of the bourgepis vreus, State. gud
blogted momomolieg, Nor will they te & 7
permits & whole bunch of 1les $o cover wp a single prain of truth in the
hope that thie single grain of truth will breinwesh the American workerg
ant gtop them from continuing wit: their clags etr 6, - The Amoxican
ug the Furposan aad all the world!e working class must coptipus vith
‘thalr gtruggles if eavital is to be wtopped from anpther century Qz'_%éﬂl_
wor in order %o keev the worksrg from winming _a ghorter worloweelk, ~Zha,
worimrs will not forzet the certuries &% took %p win the 8. bour day,.evon.
‘1f JTZ contimuen tp remrite American higtory by declaring Mav 1* "Law Day.

In addition to the attempt o sell the werkors the idea of
_agcommodating themeelves to a vermansnt army of unemployed, to lower wegee
apnd ivhumen automated conditions of production, the bourgeols press 1s
‘buay changing course in midstream on other previously cherished principlep—
without even btotherinz to inform sny one that the rules of the game hpve
changed, This time the change is on the gquestion of private versus state
capital,

Iven as the Commmist theoreticlan is practiced in presenting
every revision of Harxiesm as 1ty "timely concretization," so Eric Sewnraid
has swldenly presented the tug of war betwoen private and state as ffalge
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alternatives's "The choice 4a not one or the other, but hoth, " Offehand-
tdly 13 now'hdrits" that riwmte capital naver will build echoolz or
hogpitals or even suffizient hir.unys when and where neoded~vhich,
nesdless to may, shouldn't meni ~;- dimiuMtion of their profits. Isml't
thipg after oll, the best of all vorgible worlde? I suppose that under
such circunstances there will be no need to have & shetzun wedding between
private and state oapitel; after all, don't we live in the hest of all
poseible worlds and ien't Tequilidrium” a good principle te follaw and
forgot all about the muclear holocaust the whopping budget is praparing
for ua? . .

And now, to ean this hard eell cemss a utonia that outdoes the
ons the Commuriet journalisto are pleying with, It fa bty Peter Drucler -
vho iun the January 2let iceus of ¥ho New Tork Timag Hagnzine forscasts a
bright Anerican future for thet year chosen ty Ehrughchev-~1580, He teiig
ug that we do not need to worry about Rusgsin outpreducing us in stesl or

N

slectric power or zrain-——we will in that peried change from these to
eluminum, electronics, plastics, chemicale—anl Slmowledge workera” will
reviace manual worksrs, That I dare say 1s superior to Enrushchov s
"Corgrees of Philosonhical Workers." Moreover, we will by then have
achiaved fan internatioral economy,."

Keedloes to sny before 1t gets internationsl we will have an
PAtlantic economy" which, of course, will be cuperior ts the Ruspian -
blog, In this ons we will all be equale—only soms will be mors equal
than othere, Jor exmmple "we vant to contimus to pell to Zurops mors than
wo buy from 1t." And of cournme, in labor relationa, the key i1 to remain
feompetitive” and while all thinge are wo wonderful letip not forgst that
wslre doing this, not according to some Marxist creed, but wonler of
wonders, because of ¥ecumomic nacessity.®

Unfortunately, wo cannot remain with those "mowledge workers®
in the rarified atmosphere of such smply utoptas, but must retwn to the
realitiss of the day~--the unemsloymenty the low wages: the workwesk waich
hzae geen no basic change eince the last century~old strugzle putabliched -
the 8 howr day: the civil righte which Kennedy would like to congign to
perdition, but which the Frecdonm Riders will keep in the hesdlines long
after the day his 93 billion dollar budget has failnd in dulling our
sinses Yo .make us fateliatioslly resign oureelves to a nuclear holocaust,
Waile the Stmte of the Union Message, the Pulget and the Economic Report -
tecome & matter of ever new huddles in Uongrews, the working people must
g0 about the imperative need to change the workaday world of copitallem

_into eomething more livable and hupsen,

t—cm

* The Goperal Congress of Labor, vhich was affiliated with Marx's Workingnen! g
International Association, pasced the £o1Towing rosolution, at Baltimore,
aa far back as August 16, 1B66; .

AThe firet and great necessity of the present, to frse the

1a%oer of this country from capitalistie elavery, ip the

Tassing of a law by which eight hours ghell %o the normal
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working day in 8ll States of ths Ameriemn Union. We are
regolved to put forth all our strength until thig
glorious recult ip attained,m

It took another 20 yeurn (Locesbsr, 1888) bafore the workevrs decided
to conerstizs this strugsle for the eight hour day by PeBaing a resolution,
At 1ta Sf. Louls Congreos , the AFL depided to iawunch a catmalgn for
simultanesus strikes to take place all over the country on May 3, 1690,

Beeo Marrxisw And Freedom pege 150

This s the trus origin of May 1, which even JFK cannot charge by
fict,

‘. (Lebor Donated):

i
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WEEILY PCLITICAL LETTER _
Jamary 29, 1962

IF MEMORIAM; NATALI. SEDOVA TROTSEY
Doar Friendp:

On January 23rd the air weves from Franos carriod the news
of the death of Batalia Sedova Trotuky. We wers golng to press with
the last letter from her pon, written to the French press in opposition
to their miorepregentution of her offer to go to Moscow if her demand
for o gsarious apd full review of ths grestsst {3036~38) Frans-tp
Iriale in higtory was wupdertakesn, Ths bourgeois write-up gare the
impression that Natalfa had mist.mon edither Khrurhohov's de=Stelinization
or Muo Tee~tung's ompoeition to Zhrushchev, for genuine Harximm,. In
tho trus tradition of the 0ld Bolghovism, these two totalitarian
bureaucrats had dostroyed, this frail 82 yesr ¢ld Holshovik had written
. with tho fervor and revolutionary vigor, of a naw youthful adberant to
Harxiem, who i3 ghocked at the lack of integrity of the bourgeois prees
in presenting Laorn Troteky as “The spiritual father of Mso Tae~lung,®

. She fired fack: Hlhege words don't belong te mo et all: they
wers introduced bty the writer of the interview.,.A great rewlutionary
1lik» Leon Troteky could not in.avy say be the father of Mao Tee-tung
wino won his position in direct wiruggle with the Loft Oprosition
(Trotskyist) ard consolidatsd 1t by tho murder and persecution of '
revolutionaries just ae Caiang Kaj-shok did...I don't expect anything
from the Busnisn yarty nor from its fundumantally sntl-comsmiat .
imitatore, - All de-Stalinigation will prove to de = trap 4f it doesnlt
load to the seizure of pover by the proletariat and the digsolution
of the pollce inititutious, political, miiitary and economic, based
on the counter-revolution which established Stalinist state-capltalism ¥

"fhis was the firgt time that Natalia Trotoky had used ths
axprossion, state-capiteliem, 1in opeaking of estsblighod Sommoniam,
in Chinm or Buseis Yor all others baged on the latter model."

Over and above the seinsss of her dsath thare came over ms &
varnth and good feeling a5 I pondered over her intellectusl daring
and never-ending optimism, JFor 1t ia the latter which parmeated her as
it characterized the gmall Marxist movement who had fought on until ihe

“ighty Teariet ezmplres had been overthrowns had fuped with the zreateat
spontansous outburet 4n history, the Busgian Revoultion of 19173 had
not becoms *pespimiptic® when, soon after the d4eatk of Lenin,
that first workers! stute had Yecome btureaucrstiwed and began dewpuring

® see the full letter in the January, 1962 issus (Vol, 7, No,1) of

Fowa & Letteryg,
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the children of the rewvplution, while kilitzng off the General Staf?f
that had led the November Rovolutiorn, Instead they soarched for new
Yegsinnings on an intarnstionsl geala,

Hatalin Sedova Trotsky bad first come in contmet with the
revolutionary movement in Tparist Russis wnan ghe was only 15, had
enjgrated to Europe to study in its schoole only to Join the wmll
Bugeian emigre group there, The modest self-offacing Foung woman who
weg & menber of the Igkra (the paper of the Ruegian Marxist group) had
baen aasigned to zet a pew amd prooicing yomg thecratician o had
Jugt escaped from Siberia and whose nams ghe bad not been teld, a room,
She wep alec apked that she make surs that he wes not wagting time but
preparing for his tiret lacture in Parie, Thic wne the only incident
of hor personal life that Natalle over told me during thoge ¥yeare -
(1637-38) Ar Hexlco when Stalin was otaging the monatrous Moscow Trials
for which he had prarared for a decade but which Leon Trotsky had only
two hours to anawer, fand that only bacaune the Hexlean prese would tsll
us wiat chorges came over tha telotyps and held the yregaes open for
Loon Trotsky to answer,) : E o

Hatalis gnid that ghe just couldn't get horself to enter

Trotslky's room and dsliver the message of the neod to ‘concentrats on
the lacture, ~ She thersfore ,told the oplder comrads that she

thought he wan vreparing since she had heard him whistling, Her
intorpretation of the whistls, howsver, was not accepted and ghe wap
sent back to knock on the door and speak to him, She was hlushing and.
walking slowly towsrd the room vhen Lev Davidoviteh turat cut of 1%,
almet lnocking her over. It was-love at first pight, s sas then
21, She remained hia life-long commanion, Through the exile from
Teariem, and in Tearist prisons, through the tidal wave of revolution
and in power, 1n exile from Stelin i1l the tragic murder parted them,

Twico during the last, lonely, tragic decade, 1iving with
the memory of the murder of her huaband and her two sone by the GPU,
this great revolutionary had also to gveak out againgt thooe who mlied
themselves Trotekylsts and headed the 4th Internationsl Lagn Trotely
‘had founded, We Just rsad her statemsnt that is againet Khrushehev and
Map Toe-tung, : ) '

The firgt of her statements after Trotokyla death came duriang
the period when Tito broks from Stalin and the Trotelylats began their
flirtetion with him, which was soon followed ur by a vhitowash of the
© Btalinist role in the Horean war, Thers she fought the 2Trotaslylsts
directly: "OYeegsed by old and outlived formulas you continus to
Togard the Staliniet state as m workers! state, I eannot and will not
Tollow you in thip,..In 1992 and 1933 the Stalinists, in order to Justify
their shamslose capitulation to Hitlerim:s, declared that it would matter
1ittlo 1 the Yaacists oame to power, bscause soclalisn would come after
and through the rule of Faseiem, Cnly dshumanized brutee without a
airsd of socialligt thought or spirit oould have argued this wy, Now,
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notwitheterding the revolutionary eimp which animate you, yow malrniain
that the Qecpotic reaction vhich has triumpbed in Fastern Burops 1s

one of the ronds Lhrough which sociallism will evensually mupa. %bis
view merke en Arresedliable treak with the profoundsst sonvictloas always
wld by our movement and which I continue to share,.eThe Thive Worid War
vhich threatens huranity conf:ontg the revoluticnary mivermont with the
mopt A4fficult prodlems, the moet complex situations, the gravest
declcions, .~ ¥Whoevor dufends thig regime (Stalinigm) of barbarous
oprressivn, regavdlese of motives, abendons the principles of sycialimm
end internntionaliem, "%

In 1651 when she had spoken out go audacicuely she had 24111
'aﬁ'ained from referring Vo Stalinism as state-oapitalism, “hen I had
gone to see her in 1907 I must confess that, deppite my great
admiration for her; the thought atill clung to me that her thaoratiml
dovelopment had been willingly stifled by hereelf becaugs ghs had
mubordinated evervthing in her 1ife to that of Leon Trotsky, I had
agked her what about her disry to shich Trotsky refers (and from which
hs quotee in his auteblorraphy, My Life.) I offered to help her
publish it, She modestly gaid it wap quite-incomplete; that it wap
enly dons to help Leon Trotsky remenmber certain eventa that pansged him
by too fast and he had sxaggerated the diaryls value, I felt that in
any ease ghe would not publish it as sho wished to take mo steps thet
nwight fIn any way be conatrued differently than those Lev !hri&ovich
Hould have talken,

. ghe turned the conversation ingtesd toward my work, Although

1 had broken with Trotaky over the class nature of Bussis und its defense,
the not only treated me as a colleague becavse of 2y past associetion
with Trotsky, tut wvasz vory 1ntaruted in finding out what were the
theoretical remsons for the break, ' She had ms tranelate for her, word
for word, the articles on the Russian reviasions of usrx’u thaory of
vilus,** She refused, howaver, to take a positon on the dusignation of
Bugsis ao state ~mpitalist, She gald that 1t wan implicit in Trotekyle
fight agalnat the bureaucracy, thet ghe felt he himeelf would have reachod
©  that position had he lived through to the end of the war and seen the

' Btaliniat exploitation of Fastern Burcpe, But ohe inelsted that ghe
eimply did not dmow enough theery to wenture out en her own when
Trotaky had died bsfore coming to such & aoncluslon, Thus, fowr ysars
later when che broke with tha Trotakylst movement, she stil) did it en
the asla of peneral revolutionary principles rather than any gpecifie
"theory,

411 thig hesitation however, wap gons by the time Ehrushcher
that obedient Stulinist in Stalints 1lifotime,dared to picture himself
#8 An anti--Stalinist when his mentor disd and revolutien broks out in
Esgtern Furope, first East Germany and then Hungary. XNot having
learnod anything fron thess cownter-revelutiovary aetions, the Trotskyists
nov were mccepting most of the groumd rulep that Mao waas laying down in
hig fight for loadership of the Communist orbit, !_I_a_gg_:[._g‘_geg__p_lg. to
ber full ptature and declared all thig Vetate-capiteltem, ¥ .

* Thig letter was a.ddr‘;ased to the Folitieml Committes of the Socimlist
Workers Party, dated May 9, 1951 and HL‘LI be republighed by us in full

in the February isecue of News & Lettarg,
®& Ameriean Eennomie Review, Sept. 1944, Sept, 1945,
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which 43 further than Leon Trotaly ever took his anslysis of the
Fussian burssuorady. .

The death of Natalls Sedowa Troteky marks the ond of the
genoration that made the greatest revolution in history. It hap put
s period to that other great thenomenon! the role of ths women in
the Bolshevik movement, Oms hag only to corpare i opportunist 1iks
Turtssva, the only woman %o roach,for s single yeer, the Politicel
Bureny of the Russian fommumist Party, with s Yora Zagulit ch-mons of
ths thros founders of the Husslan Harxiat movemsnt——to eee the clans
pbyss that divides ome from the other, I mention Zamilitch rather
than the one woman i the world ¥arxist movesant that hag nade her
park as &0 original thearatisian-~Hosa Luxenburg—becaunss, in memoriam
of N¥atolia, I wish to ppsak of thege women who had not gmined theoratieml
leodership and therefore were Very nearly disregnrded except es ;
feithful wives and csthers, Vera Zasulitch, though & leader, was known
for her Ybravery and emptlons rather than for any theorstical coatributians,
plthough it wae her letter to Earl Marx that had produced his anower on ’
the special role that the mir (01d Ruseisn agrioultural oomxmns oxiating
aven in Tsarist days) might pley if Busgia could find e way "to aicip®
capitalism in her path to jndustrialisation, '

Yora Zasilitch wao only 16, in 1B61 wvhen she was firet
arrested, 5ha was in and out of Jeils vhen ghe grined grominence o
_shooting the most hated Tearist Governor Genxel gf St, Petersbhurs,
Tropov, for the flogging of an imorigoned follow stdeat, The exciting
thing wae that she had turned her trial ints such an expows of the horiers
of Teariem that even in those daye {1878) the Jury ecquitted her] &he
was then smugeled out to exile and it is.to her piace that s1l o
~escaped from Tsarism found their way~—Martvov, Lenin, Tretsly.: Ehe wag
Flokhanov's colleaguo'vhen he broke with tae populista, attacked :
tarrories, and founded Busslsn Horxien, Hatalis told me that sven vhan
thay ware all convinced Marxists, that v to eay, belleving that only
the maes movememt gan overthrow Tearigs o cspitelism, and witing.
heated srticles pgmingt terrorism, they would all’ feel so slated whon
sone particularly hated Tearist official ws shot, that thoy would
guietly drink to the daring terrorist wto mad made S$hat attempt,

It was thia type of hatred for an saploitative regizs, this
iind of gelf~sacrificing daring whlch would gend them crossing the
parder back to Ruseia to distribute their precisus literature, {and
Natalis too went with these negsages and Jound horself in jail,) the
all-encomossing davotion to the movemsnt which made 1t appoar as it
they haf no persomal 1ife ‘whatever since nons of the percopal 1ife
evar impinged upcn the neods of the movement of liberation that created
& vory spscial kind of human baing quch as Natalis Sadows Trotsky,
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T schall never forget the only time I ever saw Hutslia cry,
Yawg eame of the death of her onl:\r living aon, Lacn Sedeff, 4n Paria,
I haovened to have beon the first %o have gotten that tragle news when,
s Leon Trotsky's secretary, anowered the vhoue whila we were mll &t
the tsble eating lunch, I d1d not dare face anyone with that news.
Stalin had pergecuted her other socn whose whersabouts we d2dn't know,
de had pereecuted Trotskyl!e dsughters by his first wife so well ss the
wife horgelf until desath by csuiclide or torture, And nov this—I just
sat through lunch, pretending that 1t wes & wrong number, end at the
ond of the Junch the gecratariat got together to figure out who shoudd
traak the news to lLeon Troteky and vho to Natalla, We all declded
that only leon Trotsky ocould be the bearesr of such newsg Lo Hatelis, .

dsparted to their roomw axd iz & momont oo that soreaa.
W2 d1d not see them for 8 dayw. Tho blow wes tho harder not only becauss
Leon Sedoff had been their only living child, hut alsc becauss he had
been Trotsky's closest literarv and political colladberator, When )
frotsiy was interned in Nerway, gagged, unable to angwor the monstrove
chargeg levelled againpst him 1n the first (Avzust 1936) Hogoow Triale,
Sedoff hed Denned Le Livre R ¢ which, by brilliantly exposing the
Hoscow thluiﬂars. daalt an 1rrapa.rn'bls Blow to the urestige f the G?U.

' "In the dark d.ays . after the tragic news had reached ua,
wnen Leon Trotalky and Natalis wvere clogatoed in.their Toom,e Trotgky
wrote the gtory of thelir eon's trief 1lifae, It wag the first tims since
pra-rowlutionary dnya that ‘I‘rotalqr bhad witton by hard,

On the eizhthday Leon Trotnlw enargod !‘rom hia room, I ws
potrifisd at the sight of him, The neat, wmeticulous Leon Trotsky had
not shaved for e whola wesk, Hiy face wag deenly lined, Hig eyos were
swollen from so much eryine, Withoub uttering a word, he hanled ms the
hand.-written manuacript, Lecn Sedoff, Son, ¥riemd, Fieatgr, vhich contatued
gsome of Troteky'e mout nolgnant writing. My eyes met first on thig .
statemant, *I told Hatalia of the death of our son—in the game month of
Tebruary in vhich, 32 yomre ago, she brought to me in Jail the news of
hig birth, Thus ended for uas the 4ay of Pebruary 16th, the blackest day
in our parsonal lives...Together with owr boy haw died averything that
gt1ll romained yowng within ua," The vamrhist was dedioated "to the -
proletarian youth,®

The fellowing morning the vapers oarried the annomeumeni of
the Thml (March 1938) Moscow Triala, scheduled to oven withinm two short
waeks of the degth of Leon Sedoff, One day shortly after thie Natalla
went for s wlk with me in the woods and there she began to ory quiatly
and aglred me rot to let Leon Trotsky know sines he more than anyone
roedsd all his etrength and our helv to angwer theoe fantantio, slandergus
chergea from the man in the Kremlin vho get on murdering the cne man
(Trotsly) who could still lead a revolution against the buresueracy end
ragtore the Russian, and thereby the internaticnal movement, to ite
Harxist path of liveration,

% Tirast appearsd inp Tusglan as special igsue of the Oppoaitien Dylletin
(organ of the Ruspgian :Boluhov:lk-&eninlsta o) edited by BSedoff in Faris.

R 4 .. : -
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With the beginning of the Third Mowcow Trials, we had tn
forget everything elese and bagin righting the chargae,

I siall remember Natnlim in that one moment of tears vhen her
thovghte wers nevertheless on the movement, I¢ so clearly oxprecsss the
perooral tragedy that old Bolshevik!s do mot let interfere with the
libverating movemant that prosses ever forwnrd, I shall remember Natalis
as the zroat rewolutionary shione thoughts were as high as hier devotion
and she spoke out sven sgainst thoes who led the movoment her hushand
had founded, I shall remember Natalis the mother vho had brought up
her children in the midat of all thess hardships to bo revolutionaries
in their ouwn right, T ¢hall remexber Natalis for the legauay che has )
loft us all of the genoration that maie a rewluiion, saw it transformed,
yot never wavered for s moment in thelr optimism, their wrincivlednoss, )
and the tenlerness that shono through, the hard sp fliant attituds toward
the rulers of the world that are leading us to the muclear holooaust,

The iniarcomniéau_on_through thpﬁges vill matinue, for
desth here bacemes the beacon to the future,

w=RBye,

(1abor don_a.f.ad.) BT
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WERELY FOLITICAL LETTER
Fobrusry 5. 1962

JTE'S WILFUL, VICIOUS IGNORAKCE OF MARKISH
AND RUSE'S DOLLAR DEIDCRACY AT FUNTA DEL ESTE

Doar Fri.end.s.:

The "New Frontier® has thic pest weok syrouted two variations
of the yery old theme- of &ollar imperialimm anil its supprssalon of 1ibera~
tion movezents, The first variation can be called Rugk's Dollar Democracy,

-4n recogniticn of the Secrotary of State's spuricus performanss at the 0AS
Cenference. The second variation must be called JrEte wilful, viclous
ignorance of MHarxiem,

The latter has m somewhat longer higtory than the Punta del Eete
Conference, Frogident Kemnedy's flrst- attack on Marx was aleo connected -
vith an ettack on Cuba, At the time, Eennedy was sddressing a national
procs vonfersnce that he wes tryiaz to hrainwash to acgept cengorglilp, In
an ofi~the-cuff remork Kennedy then mede some forced remarks mbout Earl
Marx's diemutiefaction with the Hew York Herald Tribune which had not pald
him for gome of his contributicns. The implicstion was that if the prase
then hal treated Marx more kimdly, %we today® would not have had Marxiex &6
s world force to contend with, That socelled fourth-estete—the press—

. evidently 4idn!'t consider that remark apg news fit to be printsd, In any
cage the "hrillience® of thal romark shona only for thoge who heard &%,
Lagt wook, on ths other hand, JFE'e remark was studied and intended s
Nthe 1ine® which the press this time eagerly parroted, -

One person at the Predident's nown conference gloated at the

forced identity botween the oppoaltes=Marxionm, & thecry of liberation, and
- establiched Comrunism, stato—capitalist enslavement, It was the son—in-law
of Khrughchev and editor of Izvestia, Adzhubei, . EHe couldntt have dreamod
of & greater gift than to have the Pregldent-of the United Statas eild
Conmunism by identifyipg it, as do the Ruaslans themgelves, with "Marziasm-
Leninien,” and that at the very moment when Letin Americen Herxists are .
tryingz to coparate themselves from Fidel Onstro, whio hed diverted that
revolution into (ommunist and cold war channels, and thersby made more ..
a3 fficult their tack of fighting for full 1libsration both from Amarican
imperialiam and Russian totallitarianiam, :

" At the Punta del Este Conference, mOTEOVEr, there were those
sho are not only not as 1gnorent ns 1g the Fresident of the Thited States on
the question of Marxism, ag theory, but algo aa both vractico and oreamizatioR.
¥or emmple, the Bolivian Rewwlutlon wos ed by a variety of Marxlete from
the pale GSocialist who heada the etate now to the Trotgkyiste, Nome would
wish to be confused with a Communlat, Jeast of ail Frosident Victor Paz
Eptensgorc who io trying at one and the same time %o play the Kennedy game
and not to lose all mass supvort in Bolivia,
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In any case vhen Rusk says thatthers was "unanimity” on the
question of *Marcigm-Leninism,” he is lying, Some Latin Americens sosaking
againet "Commumiam,* are not attacking Harxigs but established Communism—
in Rugsies and China-—and aforn of Cagtro vwho haa led the Cuban state into
that orbit. Zven those Latin amerieen politicians who wpeak against Biayr xiom--
Leuipien® now that they couldn't do so in tholr own ocountries without
showing & Inowledge of a differsnce betwesn liarxisa and Communiam, Oastrols
saying he iz a "yarxist-Leninist? does not make 1t so, The Latin Americns
do 2ot taks eili:cr Buskie or Castro'e word for 3t, Thoy low that Fidelta
rroclanation of his Yelng a "Marxlst-Leniniot" 1s motivated ss much by the -
manses aspiration for soeteligm ms by Oaatrots Comminiet opportuniem,

Hugk would have made the Punta del Este Gonferonce* into less
of & fiase if he hsd stusk to the one point the Latin American countries
ware nzapimous about, and thai is %o gok omononla aid fron the United States
for other caupea than military and eold war wpolities, Instead, ho very '
‘maarly forgot the ruvncasd objectives of $he hlliance for Progréges
agricultural reform, some labor and welfare logislation to keep the population
fron following Castro into the Communlst orbit, and a goverrmesnt willing
to  eubmit itself to the alectorate, Indeed, mry goverument, no matter - hov
repressive,~~from the Hoitian distatorshin to ths militsary Yrainchild of
the OLi, Guatomela—could emeily win dollara - pius degisnation of Ydemocrsoy®
4f only At 15ned wp with the United States in Stg 1ine of attack on Ouba,
¥hers ony government fully supporting the United States ws duly elected, 1 ke
in Vensxusla, would it dare ‘wubmit to an slestion mowl

Mot even Ruok could present the statss that woted for axpulsion
of Cuhe from the OAS me the "majority” pinoe oxly pne-!ourQh of the population
»f Latin Amerion inhabit thoge 13 lands wharess threewfourths live in the
countries that sbstained—~Brazil, Argentiza, Hexico, Thile, Thersupon the
fhodes , gchiolar decided to follow his lsader, the President of the United Siates,
who doss not have- go zreat a scholawtic standing tut lsa most meaterful '
politioal Jugzler, Rusk played up the voto againot Oummuniem aw A& it were
mzuinst Marxiem, Thersby he hag thrown away the one 1declozical wenpon—tho

t theory of liderafion~that could enabls & wase struzgle against
Castro) g chpnnelirins the Cuban revolution inbo the Communiet orbit,

. Latin Azerioa has hesn the plundered continent that gives the 116
to VWestern immerialima‘s claim that only becauss Africs \as haciherd® wme
4t gubmittsd to the Yeiviliring mission® of Burops, The Andoan was ono of
ths highest wrld olvilizations vhen it was firet plundered by the
tconquistadores, The Spanish and Portuguese laid waste to n continent that
had in ebundanes doth matural repourses and a high agricultwal civilisaticn,
In Peru alons the Inea ewpire had supported 30 million poople in Iatr
abundanc: ws sgainst both the degpoliation of land nnd of people that now
characterizes that desolate lsndnseps, The first plundering by the
conquistadores was followed by the second plundering ty America snd Groeat
Britain, and later Yocoma wholly Ansrioan (v;th the aoquiescencs of Great
Britain,) ‘he Monroe Noctrine that protected Latin Americe from Spanish
1nvasion and oplonimation could not, hovever, protect it from United States

¥ i the detalls of that confevence £es "Our L1fe and Times" by Peter
¥allory in the Fobruary tagus (Vol.7, Fe.2) of News & Letiers, . 3022
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dollar {aperialism, one cormodity oD economy, gunboat diplomacy, and
calcvlated non—industrialization, ZFor it was for thig and not for liberation,

that the Monros Doctrine was designed,

The tragedy of Latin America is that fto "heross" freeing the
countrieg from Spanigh and Portuguese rule subjected the native vopulations
to the native ruling clacses and didu't even excluderecelving British zold
in tho process, Not aven Ogstro daras yet to expome the true Bolivar,
San Martin, ete, vho led those firast 1820 revolutions for liberation from
Spasn end Portugal, While thess are in & class separate from the tvwo-by-four
eilitary dictators that later berams vust—pockst presidents of Amerimmn
imnerialiem, the truth 1s that zone of ths famous leadars led a genuine
soclal revolution until the 20th century. {(Cuba d1d not get its freedom
from Spain until the end of the 19th gantwmry,)

Iiberated from Seain and Portugal the Latin American mapghes wers
only ¢o be expleited as ruthlessly by & native riling clags, Indead, the
anative ruling classes were end are themgelves forelgners—ijilm the ¥rench
colons in Algeria today, It is this eemi-feuds) "nntive” ({Spanieh)
eligorchy that mannges to be evan to the right of Kennedy, Without their.

. dieplecement by their own working peopls, the billions that will be poured
in will only go further to 1ims their pockets,

‘ The Eennedy Adminiptrationls attack oz (uba 48 only part of the

"grond deslgn” to koen all of Tatin Ameries from Tinding the road to genuine
- 1iberation, 'At the same time the attacks on Marxism are directed as much .
against the workers in the United States as against those in Latin Amsrica,
Ever since the imwasien of Outa, Eenuvedy hae. played a coneiastent ralom—
that of preparing an all-cut attack on the worklng people and Marxiatas 4n
the United States, 4a Marxist-Humaniats, we pointed ocut from the firet,

(Sse Weskly Political Letter of April 22, 1561) that Kennedy's ddscovery of
"the new and deeper etrugela® wag in actunlity the first pf many attempts

Yo be directed at undermining the Aneriean revolution,. Jirst of all in ths
matter of thousht, ag the vroper foundetion Jor, geiniug neoquieggence 4o g
nuclear holocoust, on a wordd, snd pot  Jugt Cuban, geala, L

If you follow all of President Kennedy's spoeches, you will
quickly ees that he has seized "the Cuben quasstion" for that purpose ovar and
abuve any Snwysmalon of Cube, This expleine why Eonnedy was po esger to believe
Cagtro on the cne wolnt of hie declaration of™Marxlsm-Leninisn" though on all
othors he considers Castro a liar, That includec the one volnt about which

Cantro is not lylng~ethat he gtill hap the support of the majority of Cubans,

) Jugt mo ws vAdl fight Oastrols attemnt to ape the Oommunist
uyurpation of Harxism, eo we will not sllow Predident Kennedy to geot away vith
his foroed identificntion of the two oprosites, The Administiation needs to
dleara, 4f not the truths of Harxiot-Bumopnism, then, at leaat, the reality of
the America thet refuses to be brainwashed by him , He oannot get the limitg
for the struggle for the minds of men, He must himpelf submit to 1t, We
gigzuct he coms better armod with higtoric kmowledge and lese frangparent in
the convelutions of his capitalistic mentality,

—Bays
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WEEELY POLITICAL LETTEZR

February 12, 1962

TRE GENERAL STRIEKE, THE CLASS WRAPON, ITS SPONTANEOUS BIRTE,
DRVELOPHENT—AND ABUSE, AS WELL AS ITS RELATICNSHIP TO PRACE MOVEMENTS

Dgar ¥riends,

Two very diffarent events on tha world acene todny make 1t
RaCssgary to rscall our ABCIs of what precisaly is that all-impertant,
decleive, and strictly working clese nature ¢f the ganeral atrike. 1n Faris
today thers 18 & mass demonstration which 1a in the nature of s one—day
gansral strike againet the OAS and the police brutelity in the previous
anti-0AS dgmonstration, The volatile aituetion Shere mey lead to &
Teveslutisnary situction—or once agnin Ve atifled in ths msnner not alobe:
sf dictatorlal De Gaulls but the French Communist Party which hes leng
abuged the weapen ¢f - the genral ntrikoo

The second event is really 8 ntandntill at Hau Terk that. S
yublicity-wise, tried on the locok of & gra.ndata.nd play by calling far nothing
ohort »f "A World-Wids Oenical Strike for Psace.? Not many of ite Loadera
have ever been in @ factory, wuch less the multitude of factories ef a slty
14k Now York.(let alone the whole country). Neverthsleds the braimstorm
that made them issue " call" for o world-wide general atrike had them ~
gpgtify that 1t was to Iast & whole wesk,

) Had there 'bean ths sligzhtsat shred of ‘reslity to this osll, 4he
reeponss to it would have meant the orsation uf a pro-revolutlenary wituation -
. which con by na means be creaied from above sincs it means an pbiactive

" reality. BubJectively, umorecver, it would have called ferth thoss who “Antend
to hold on to vhair power—the counter-ravolutionary might of the existing
state, Pollice, military, And how was the movement yprepared tt oope with
thisf Wall, the over-sized leaflet calling for e world-wide genaral sirike,
‘and undersized thought that went into ite makeup, listed only a pesi~office
tsx to which one could send a check, an pbscure (fm) readfs statlion whers one
2ight lleten to "atrike coverage®™—and a buach of streest corners, Sncluding
the Haw York Stock Exchange, where, ho deubt, one ceuld, &t noon, meet ona's
shopmaten. )

. Tha general striks is, of couree, the 1dsal of the syndicalist .
Rovenent thet understands one thing perfectly—workers! power at the point arf
preduction, Sheuld workers put down their tools in s general stirike,
nothing whatever could move, and, having given thia doumonstratisn of where
the rerl productive power lies, a comgress of trados unions could assume
pewsr threyghout the land without, s _yp&l_ggy any nsosasity for palitioa.l
pover, goveramantal or party.

Iver eince the development of the irades vmion movement follewlng
%he Industrisl Revelution of the late 18th ceatway, and especially seo li.ne.
the 18YE revelutions, threugh a century of strugzles dewn to owr day, the
aim of eyndiealiexm hae besn mot only to teke pewer away frem the ospitalists
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who have no right to it, but to mee that It dces not ge' Mdivarted" into
pslitical channgle, Since the generel wtriks, however, is a Prelude to
rgvolution—tha ¥Yery highest rroletarian politics—ths syndlcalist ideal

hag much too much utopianiem ever to be realized, Syndicalism, however, 2css
have greet schievenents to its credit, and Marxiete therofore have slweys
trsuted it with spriousspss and enmradschip,

In the United 5tates, the Industrisl Workere of the World never
achleved a country-wide strike, but it waz in the forefront of all the
greatest olase strugzles snd did lend industry-wids strikes, Whan
the Communiast Internatiocnal weas first organized, 1% therefore apvoaled %0
the IWW to Join 1t end many of its ranks and jsoders did indpad join the
Horxist movement then, But the IWW ns an organitotion stood aloof.

Batween the brutal perzecutions by thg government, on the ong
hand, and the attraction of the Marxists, on the other band, - ths IWW daolinad
%o where it now §s o smell, uninfluentiel organiestion, It doss, howsver,
have & great past, and prasent principles-—and wouldn't sat ite sighta on &

. Picket 1ine in front of the Now York Stock Exchenge,, .

Those who ¢alled for that heven't the slightest concept of what
a genasral strike is, ‘ —_—

Historically, the f£irst general strike that vas political, and
thue the most- successful, wae the ons in St. Petersburg, October 1505. The
firet Soviet—a council ereated to ceordinate thy many strikes thet vere
taking place simultaneouely and.were, in their development, ‘roaching from
economic demands for higher woges and ehorter bours, toward ths demands for
conotitutional freedom—mwery nearly topplod the centwries—old Teariet .
regime. (1) To cite Iut one exeapls of waat "oarticipation” mgang when
workeTs are involved--no less than 50 per cant of all workors in.

'Ste Petersburg, irrespective of which industry they were involved took part
in the slections to the Sovists. This in n land where the workers ware
disenfranchiged, ' “ o

The spontansity of action that produced tho gebaral strike; the _
‘Ualquengss of the form of workers! rule in sozething called the 8oviet; the |
totality of the demsnds, economia, political and mocisl; the aotivity of
workers, peastuts, soldiers, wonsh-—-thus was the 1905 Revclution bora. This
wes vhat vas latsr called the Mdress rehearesl for 1917.7

Rose Luxenmburg was so enthusisgtic over the zaneral strike as
the worksro spontmneously crested and used it that she mede it, rathar than
the #cviet, the road to revelution, oreating a new political category out
of the "deng Btrike? her most famous pamphlat. Leen Troteky, whao had
firet projected his thsory of persangat revelution befors the outbreak of
1505, found proof of his theory in this cpontansous outburst, but
subardinated botu the general strike and the soviet to the quastlon of
gaining state Pover,

Lenin, who was much more flexible than sither of those two
revolutionaries, refusing to be bound either by the gZonpral atrike or the
perzancnt revelution theory, and not yet seoing the waviet as Sha form of
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werkers rule, di1d bend an enr with such inteunsity to what the werkers wora
doing that, when in 1917, the Sevigt agein reappessred spentanaeusly, knew
the Toad to Wptate power." It was: WAll power %o the sovieta.”

In the perisd bdetwsen 1905 and 1917 we had firet the Balkan Wars
of 1912, BSesing that a world war might come, ond fearing the oppoeriunism
of tho Second Interpational, Luxewburg and Lenin united to offor an anti-war
seeslutien which specified the gemerel strike as & methed to bo used %e
stop war should it bresk sut. ‘ :

: World ¥ar I broke out, snd brought about not enly the collapse
of the Sscond Iaternatienel but alse the pacifist movement, {2) ¥e ganeral
sirike scairred anywhare. Henceforvard the way ts fight for psace Decaus
the decisive gusstion. The quewtlon #f gensral sirike wes not ihe issve
as ths focus meved frem the faotory to the battlefield. )

Lenin elons then cams cui with the glegan of the trasformatien
of the imperialist war into a civii war. Life proved him right as the first
%o turn the $ide from the war holocdust wers the hussian moldlars who
refused to continug to fight in the imperislist war, Heretcfsre Trotalky
nad thought there was an air of fdafeutien” in Lenin's viatement that the
dafest of one's own country wae Mthe lasser ovil.,® Zven after the February
Revolution which mede the fight for peace and revolution synonymsus, Trotexy
d14 net hurry to Join Lenin. Between Fpbrunry and November——in Avgust 1317
wlroteky first bocame & Bolshevik, - Peace caso to Husbis vith the Hovember
Ravolution, . . : ' '

1919 vas a great year fer gevoral striked in Yurops. Whlle they
: d3dn't lsad to revolutiens, they did stop the lmpsrinlist tntorvontions
against the firgt workers'! state in history. - ’

i

Ths gensral strike reached this country,—but here 1t wns 1imited
to the city of Seattle. Outside of ths gengral strike &b the turp of the .
century for the olgb} hour day, the gensral strikes in this country were
1imitad to & general mtrike of a single industry, but eometimes® sncompaesed
o whole city, as in Ste Louip after the Parle Cormune and in 3eattle i=

1919, Vendel Pbillips was movad to say once whad you
peratch & Now Yorker you "find a Cozmunard," The sit-down rathor than the
general otrike crested ths CIO. ' But there eye times when & single industry
s of such & key mature, as the power strike in Pitteburgh in 1548, that
the city itself comes to a standetill.

N ; Encugh has been said to show that a general atriice canuet Yo
ereaaized Irom above, least of 21l by thoss baving nothing to do with
production, Onoe ito origin is proletarian and the working clase alscis itw
Councils, it automatically moves from mere fgnordination® of strike moticna
%o a new form of political and $otal rule, ap was Gcen in 1956 in Bungary
wvhoTe not only the workers but the youth end intallectuals chows the Councll
agd ths fork of their decentralized functloning ase woll,

How Lerd Eussell nr Dorathy Day thought they eould just ocall
for s general atrike and nst subjlect the pence MoOVemant to become & laughing
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stock sperks tons of their non-werking class charactar. Its wighful
Rolagg=lassness” is ssmathing that arocse with the A-bomb and it 1s to the
post World War II world that we must now turn,

the drepping of the A-bomb on Hiroshime and Nagasaki, fellowed
g fow years later by the devalopmsnt of the H-bomb on both sides of the
Tron Curtain, brought conscleusnsss to the patty-bourzecisie that had net
herotofore concerned 1tself much with the quastlon of war and revolution,
This new bewb, hovever, wasn't just another waapen of war, It wos tbe
ultimate’ in destrustion, The very mwvival of menkind wes &t staks, &1
clagses therafore had to fight it, Only iu Japan howeYer did ths
anti-puclear movement invelve the whele populaticn snd theraftre, [ 4

necensity, the working cless nature predominnted over the poity-bourggoiola,.

In Western Eurupe, on the other hand, although the cold war had
fellowed £ fast on the hesls of war that pesce spehod only mn interluds
betwesn wars, the anti-nusleax movament did not grow, The renscn wes dug
to' the Cemmunist Parties in France end Itely, which alherad %o thy forelgn
policy of Russip, The policy st the moment was fight the Marshall Plam,
ani this imvolved calling genersl strikes on any and eYery occaslon,
exhousting tho proletariet in these all-oui offoris which ware nevertheless
wede impotent by thelr limitetion to 24 hour duratious, thich 1e sxsctly

what the CPs aimed at for thay hed 2o intention whatever of taking powar
where tug teking was mot sssured by thg “Red Arpy," ae An Eastern Purape. .
or by & soup which it could contrel, as In Crechoslovakin, Do have coms o

A a

Pever in any other way, that 1s to say, by ihe prolgtariatls spontaneons

and gelf-controlled actions would have docmed the CP Along with the
privete capitalists. Thereforg the CFe first atused the inctrument of the
goneral striks. They then moved awey from any strikas eltogether unlesh
‘they could ocontrel them, The groat Bensultl striks in 194% brokpout in epite .
of thoir cppositien, : : ’

When you consider thnt the Comzuniet Pariy'e actions had no
exell part in dringing about the eituation wvisre & Dg Gaulle could arice,
you can see the frustrations of the French prolstariat that is oll too

 eager to Othe out on  genersl strike againat the De Gaulla's dlotatorial
austerity Tegize as well Be ageinet the 0AS and its cancarcus, terrorist
actions againot indspendence for Algeritc

We have limited ourselves to show how that great wespon of the
general strike hes besn abused by the Frevch C.P. (¥hat will devalop there
pow will be dealt with in detail in the lezd for the March lscue o Hows &

~Lgtters. Also see™wr Life and Timas" in the February lesue,)

In Greet Britain, however, whers the OP bad no mass followlng,
ths an%i-nuclsar war movement galosd 1ts greatest followisge
Nevertholess, its petty-bourgeois lendership wes a patural to fall into
the GP popular frent trap, any time the CP willed 1t, You will recsll that
when I roturned from Yurope im 1959 I was ahocked at the callous attitude
of the lsederehip toward the workers snd youth who hed not Joined 1%
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Decauge they questicned unllsterel action and wanted to spes sppositien to
both sides 0f the Iron Curtaln, end not only to U.S. miszile besas. (3)

The CND never quite crossed the Atlantlc for heTe 4t was limlted
eltber to almest cold-war policics like 8ANZ, or wvholly pacifist, end in
toth casss wes lsoleted not snly I[rem the working clags Tut from the most
vitnl movament in this country---the Negre struggles {4) It s no sccident
that the Negro struggle is the kay atruggle in this country end oxplains why
Vo cre more active in this movomant then in the peece movempnt that is yot
to gain a oass bhdes

This doesn!t menn that we aren't part of whntsver sovensni
there ig. It does mean that under no clrcumstancan do we Bllow tha
movement %o pley around with the question of the general strike, mor
to pow illueions that the way to eliminate war 3¢ through such 1iluslons
and delusiona. The general strilca has gurvived abuss by the CP and no
doubt will survive the ludicrous show of the ¥General Strike for Peroo.®
Nevertholess wa cannot deviate from the clear olgas line on tha question
of war and peaces Farticipation in the peate movement, & now constitubed, -
tharefors of necassity means that ve Sgo %o it that our dlstinctive Marxiub-
Humanigt philosephy of total freedom doss not get swallowed by oome general
pgbetractionse. Truth ie alvays concrete sand the 1dselogy of the atheint,
Lord Eussell which is every bit as fuzzy mo that of thp Catholic Dorothy Duy,
could not stand belng subjeoted to te concrete vhether i1t 1a that of class,
& miriority'e freedom, or the question o the .Telationship of the stata %o
wer, 56, once Again, it ig atriks togethor, tut parch under saparste banners.

—Baya

-

) Pages 156161 in Marxiasm and Freedom will give not only = view of the-
genarol strike in the 1905 Psvolution, but how the Sacond Intsrnationalte
foliure o understend undermined that organization,

- (2) Indispenseble for ths periocd, 1914-17, and how the question of war and
peaice affects uc to this day is the documentary The Bolshgvike and the World
Wer by 0.H. Gankin end H,H.Fieher, Stanford Univereiiy Frees.

(3) Boe Bulletin ¥On War and Peace". ) T

(i) Since the CHD has grown, even Johnsonites drean of overnight growth snd
struin, by edlet, tc force an 1dentity between thet movement pnd the Hegrs
struggle for full equality., 4An if words can substitute for mass acticon, they

. have consocted & Dew slogan "Ban the Bowb and Racism", Tesds a leaflet. Then
they must have hed an afier-thought, thet Tenlly one oould not compress the
Nogro freedom sirugglas into a meTe fand", not even 1f the %and® wers underliced,
6v thuy rephrased 1t positively. They say they stani for "Integrationm, -noi
dicintegration. And whiie they vere in thie play~on-words mood, they added
Jovially, "Meot &t Cmmpus Mariius"=—-and, don't forget, "bring the children{
Thess wers the psople who used %o give lectures agalnst frmell mass perty-iso'l
Yorily be it eaid that nothing is wo feptohing” 4in the sge of state~capitalism,

as the leadsrship compleX.
L L1}

LY
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WEEKLY POLITICAL IEMTER
March 5, 1962

JAPARYS NpW LEFT OF INTELLZCTUALS AWD WORKERS
POSSIBILITIES OF NEw INTERIATION:L RELATIONS

‘Dear Priendst

Two Beemingly separate events in Japen have produced the most
hopeful nevw signs in the world of revolutlonary regroupment,

One is ths New Left groupinge within Zangakuren and among the
older gengration ag welly, In the letter categury we find the "Assoclation for
the Etudy of Contemporaty Thought® (Gendal Shiso Eenkyu Kal) headsd by Tkaturo
Shimlzul Awong the youth we find Kenichi Keyema (of the Zpngakurgn) who has
gone back to the Humanist roots of Marxiem to underetand the contemporary
sCeng in Japan; As hp pute 1ty PIt ia not enough to say that Harzist
Philbebphy is materialistic...He placed living human beinge in the centsr of
hie philoscphy instead of dipsolving everything inte material substance,..In
this comnection, 1t is witally importent to study the process whereby Marx's
thought went from the discuseion of alienated 1sbor in the Manuseripta to
labor power as a commodity 4n Capital," And in cerrylrg through the nesd for
8 New Left and the examinatior of our age and sgparating oneself from Stalin,
Khrushchev or Maoc Tee-tung, he then ended with "The vanguard party, the umited
front, the Chingme coamunge~-these ars some of the mrese which mst be exanined
-and understood 1L we eTe eerioualy to discuss the future of human 1iberation,?®

The second develepment conceras the "spring-iabor offensive’.
Todoy's press cerries the news that the SOHYO (Council of Japan's Trade Unions)
bas begun a aeries of demonstratione for better wages and labor conditiona,
demanding & 5,000 yen ($13.89) monthly wage increage. Labor eonditions in
Japan are emong the worst in any industrial country, Leborers work 14 hours
& day and gst only 2 free dayn a month, Yonen textils workers live in barracks
end sre subject to a vicious esblenage system. Conditions in the key .
industrise are not too much better of: snd the uvnsmployment it steggering,
Kaoru Ohta, chairman of the SOEYO with ts & mililon mexbers, bhag daclared that
thete labor demonstrations will continue through March and April, Thay will ‘
Yo eparked by iron and steel, slectiic machingry and machine tool industries,
If ths 10 days collective bargaining does not win them the pay raises, these
demenstrations will bs. folloved by & strike by Korokyo (Council of Public
Enterpriees) workers. ' .
- 4 complication will arise from the sudden support by the Cexntnists
vho herotofore have fought both megminst vorksrs! and etulont dgmonstrations
vhers theso have bgan dirgcted against the national bourgscisle and not Just
agalnst the United States since they hove decreed that Jspan ie¢ & seni-foudal
colony like the Afre-hcian eountries and the "mation" {4ncluding bourgsols and
Potty tourgeols) must be united in this struzsle for "natinnel indspendsnog.”
This time, however Sichisr Takeuchi of the Central Committes of the Japanece
Comuuniot Party ham annownced they are supporting the dsuonstrations aw a way
of developing the workers! fpoliticel consoiousnera? which to ths Conmunists
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Boens the latest foraign policy of Russls, such es Motal diparmament® mnd
"industrial peace," whatever the latter may mean,

Ihe CP ts_entering the lebor fleld in order once ggain o stop the
ssorious revolutie Tegooument awny from SE influgnce which hag Teached mass
proportions both among gtudents and workars,

The move away from Communist domination I wish here to analyze on
the basis of two mmaving articles that Bppear ir Few Folitics(1XWinter, 1562)
¥ b7 Esnichi Koyama and "The Intglisctuais® by Ikutars
Theve reflect arwnent enong independent Jarsngse Marxiets who are
Yie only ones in the world thet have a mass following end whose positions on
war and revolution,ee well as the reletionship of iantsllectusle to workers,
Parallel our own, Thue Tkutaro Shimizu writess *The fear of
Buclear wespons hag obscured the wderstanding that wer is rooted in the
eapitalist system; the simole wish for paace.has become the deminating ides,
tking the pince of elsgn strigzsle, revolution and sonlalisn.,sThie idpological
armiotioe correspondad Perfectly with the 'united fromt! taotics of the
Communiets and thair 8ll1ps. It combined the Jargon of the left with the
tactics of rightwing opportuaism.,,In the couree of thas . one etriking
charactaristic of the official left loadgrehip stood out ¢learly—oontempt

for ths massgs,

' ‘To fully understend thip movement among Japenges lntelleotuals 1t
le iwportant to bear in mind that the strugsles against the Japan-United
States Security Treaty has had the same pffsct in breaking the Japanssce
Doverent away from Commmist control ag She suprreesion of the Hungarien
‘Ruvolution has had on the Wett Turopean Communists who tore up their cards

" the thousande and tems of thousands, Desplite the slandsrous 1,5, press thoe
famous 1959. and 1960 demonstrations ¥eTe not led by the Communiats, :

Quite tha contrary,

The Communist Party denounced the Zengakursn youth which had 1ad
thase vtrugzlen as "sgonts of Amaricen imperieliom,” The CP oppossd tha
.analynis of ‘Songakuren, thet 1t was not only an anti-Atsrican strugele, but
8z aoti-Japsnese moncpoly-imperialistic strugcle. The OP oppomed fighting
“the trenty as & olass ‘atruggle, inmisting on limiting 1t only to a "national
struggle” thet eculd Mummite the
party that opposad Kichi, 8o Yol's
willing to Join tha denonstra

. In January 1960 they were so oprosed to those demongtratisns that
they attacked the Fengakurer 2t the Yery moment that the Japanese ruling olass
actually killed Mise Miohike Eanba and refused %o participate in ths zass
funeral for her, IThis was the Ylow that olimazed their post-war olase
comprocisiet role. The OP's oppocition to the 1959 march oan thg Diet that
involved no lews than B0,000 workers and studants is analyzed Profoundly

and guscinctly by Shiwtwud

"In the courss of these events, one striking charncteristic of the
. officiel 1eft leadernhip stood sut clearly~—oontempt for the massgs.” And
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agaln: M"The reaction of ths turesucrat with & desply rooted contempt for ths
ensees $0 mn unexpected upsurge of mass action 1s ons of fear." This thems
runs 1ike & red threed through Ikutaro Shimizuts articls which analywes bow
the Communist uss intellectusla by sxpounding slogans for peacs that are :
Ellegadly beyond cless analysis and Ybeyond the diffsrences in idpologlen”s

"Paradexically both the impact of war and militarisn prior to 1945
and the jmpact of pesce and pecifism gince theh havs hed the idsntiocal effect:
Proventing the intellectusle from doing genuine and Dedeseary crpative work
toward ths transfermation of society...Bather than turning to ths massgs, the
ieadership of the Japansse left found comfort in the high level nogotiantions
batwoen Ruseinn snd American leeders.? :

Shiniru quotes ong CP lender as maying "Thp misslon of the ‘
intellectunls is ingeniocusly io explain how the Now Peet will have 2 direct
‘effect on the kitchens ¢f the messes.® And elong with this contatpt for the
nagses Bnd their alleged "political apathy®, another CP leader, in praising
Enrushchev?s appoarance at the UN in 1960, geve vent to this hypsoeritical
Yiew of the wonders of "total disarmament®: “¥Colonial vevolutions will bence—
‘Torth e an wnermpd battls of natives without rifles and knives ageinet
wperinl:.ate without machins guno and revolvers. Now wo have ontersd this
DoW gro.” - .

. Shiniru, seeing how ths Commmiets vers diverting the only genuing
movengn$ of the mugees for democracy-—Pmane upsurgs of & Pacplat—addrasesd
an "Appeal to Organizations", organirzed the ®Aosociation Tor Conterporary
Thought", end obviouely is trying to regroup along with others who are ‘broak-
ing from the Compunist Party, especially thg Fengakuren youth, He draws this
Parallel to the POUM: "Hence Kengakuren suffsred the pome fate as ths POUM
during the Spanish Civil War, gapelled from the cosy arme of the fiasn Front?,
persecuted as 'Trotskylete! and provocateuru, dofamed by the Commmist
turesucrate, the 'progressive! intellectials and the official Socizlist ‘
loadership,” T ’ - : '

: : The one wepokness in thess two remavkadle articles, which I recommend
that all of us stuly carefully, 1o that obviously this How Left hes not et
zoved 1ts opgou.tuon‘to Communisn unto a olase basis dy recognizing that

. Precent-day lUommunimm is state~capitalism, Thue Xenichi Koyenme, who good &8
far ae correctly disregerding de-Stalinimation, defsnding the HEsvgalouran youth
who  Vdared criticize not only Stalin, but also Zhrughchey or Mao Teoa~tung,
gnd they ng¥sr accopted even Marx and Lenin uneriticslly, In tis courss of
this procese of self~gducation, student members began to lead actual olaas
struggles”, neverthsless appoars to 1limit hip oriticlem of new gopopoly ‘
¢apitalism in Japan, without any referenve to the hew davelopoent of post-aar
capiialisn into state-copitalisz on a world acals,

Ve here face the danger that when the Japangse Ooramunists
suldenly begin oupporting class oiruggcles as they are doing at this vory
momunt, they will be abdle to recoup their mzes suppert both among workers and
inteilectuals, as they have dons in Wentern Burope deepite tho mass losees
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Shey tuffared directly after the suprression of the Hungerian Revolution, it
1o imposeidle alae to wic ithe iztellsctusls Bwey from an elitist soncepiion
508 zany in the Fengakuren fc¢lizw Leninls "VWhat T T2 Be Done" s if neither
Lonin underwent fny change in that conception after 161 and ag if the pel-
iticalization.ﬂ Baturity of the masses stood atill unless ong heg fully

—

moved into our aposh of social subjactivity, (2)

I am not saying the Japansss Haw Left would suffer thy fate of the
Naw Laft in Burape, much of which was tucked. into & sort of clazcloas
orposition to muclaar war ., e Jepsngos New Left, live in a courtry with the
ETeitaot mapy EOVement against nuclsar war and Yot they 8os thia wmovenpnt'ts
1imitations onless 1t will combing this with a movemant arainet sapitalign
¥hich braeds war,

Furthermors, the Jupanges Naw Left have had thelir fill of Commmiat .
®theson" which have declarad Japan & feudal country, no mers then Ye oolony .
of the United States" on the order of African colonipe, 20 that a "mago front¥
VaE required even with Japansss cspitalists and mllitarists pe long s8 they
Bro anti-United Statgs, This call for "oational molidarity which vridgas
- 0laps differencos” 1s Precisely the paint eppessd by these udope'ndent‘hr
developing new iutellestuale, - . '

S Both in the political ana philescphical eriticism of Communism,
thene New Left groups in Japan sound Marxiet-Humanigt, They have, finaily,
62y advantegs Harxioct-Humantism 4z Ansrica Goen not have? mass owpport in an
organired menngr, It 4a sufficient tv fire the imaginaticn and Beliave that

it would be Poreible finaily to reesstablich internaticnal relaticns in an
erganizational way., It 4 Serteinly of quintassential ispsriante for us to
.establish relations with them,. , : . . : . .
- - A% the z0nent of the aceaseination of Awsnuma, wp had sent our
editorial (3) to the Socialiet Perty of Japan, but vhen we got thalr paterial,
1% seomed 811 to bs couched in torms of big povar polities, resulting in such
o borrendous statement ag aligament with Mao Tog-tung Meince we bave & commen
cnamy, ths United Btates" as if working olass politice conld be subordineted
to the national etruggle on both sides of ths Iron and Bamboo Curtsins that
&re strugzlitg for world dominaticn, At the samp tixa the right-—wing
DLt=b1f from the Boolaliwt Party~—ths Democratic Socialist Pariy--is
Parroting the United Statee State Deporinent 1ina of "demccracy" versus
totalitarianien as if that oeuld be denudsd of 1ts claws content.

The present articles by Koyars and Shinmisu, on the cther hand, which
Teflect the new grounings awvay fron Communien (atate-capitalisn) and rrivate
<apitelisn sesure that this group will mot ‘bacoms vhite washers of gither
nuclear powers What 18  of ths essance ab the moment, therefore, is to
exXpreta our solidarity with the New Left in Japan, follow the developments ef
tha clase strugglos there, listen to those voloes of revolt mnd Te~g¥aluation,
working for both the clearing of herds and the new Telationahip of thaory te
rractice that may agsuxe an organisatienal fort on 2 world scale.

~faya
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Footnotes
-t —

(1) These twe soceys sppeir as part of m sympesiun on "Currente in Japanecss
Socialist Thought*s However tha articles by the Soclaliet Pariy and
Democratic Soclalist Party epckesmen are senched in terms of cold war politics,
as is the introduction to thie series written by Lewis Feusri Nevertholass,
we urge 81l to get this lssup of Hew Politice and read for thenselves.

(2) We bave no tims to devolop this here in terms of Japan, but it would be
good if rsaders consuited the wpmcial Ngwe & Lelters 1emant of ‘
*Mpp Tee-tung, From Beginnihg of Powpr to the Sino-Soviet Rift, in the
Jamuary, 1962, isens, bspacially the section on Voicss of Revolt and the
finnl pection on Two Xipde of Subjectivitys

(3) Cf. Hows & Lottors, Novezbsr, 1360,

roqy
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PCLITICAL LETTER FROM AVRI(L

Y
Aprid 2%, 1562

THRORRTICIANE AT THE CROSSROADS, or Toward 4 New
Formulation of the Relationship of Theory to Practice

Dpor Friendes
In the new, Dew and yet old, 0ld lande of Weot Africa we are

" face to face once sgaln with thp prodlem of the mgrt 48 46 posaible to

ensver the "what happene after® revoiutions the day befors so thet what
happens after dose nol reproduce the old Put makes & ¥ clgering in the thish}®

In Nigeria I wae witnsse to obe exciting mesting held mndpr suspicss
of the Niderlan Youth Congrass, the Fational Trades Union Congresw, and the
Lagos Tenants Council {dgscribed in my report for FAL) that showsd no mig-
undsrstanding at 51l of the fact that thelr early dresms had been botraysd
bty ¥ the rogues in Parliamsnt now? and that domanded Procislism nowR, And
Yot in une Tespect they were parrctiing the same ling &s Zik, the first by
Juet disregarding 1956 as the yeer rf the Hungavian Revolution and geeing it

only ao tho yearuf the Sunt invanlon; end Zik (Atiklwe} by cyniocally, for he

knows better, presenting it as work of Vthe OIL and in sny onss Fubversive
to the duly comstituted government,¥ .

Today's Ghanaln Pimee (Morumah's paper) reports that the Chinsse
Commmiots have concluded thyir mpsting and shown the most fabulous lesp fore

" ward In history, with not & singie verd of any difficulties thers, not sven

as much as official Chinese eources themuelves adumit,

And Ouines, ¥y far the most motute and indepsndant of the African
countrien, hae promptly moved in on the Bino-Soviet dlspute by inviting the
Chirese delegation there "to resume and expand old fraternal timen,®

It %o fashionsbls te think that the tragedy of the Copgo could secur
only after the Sputnik — that it way the Rmrenpes cf Russis ns e mighty

~ power which produced both 3n Africe and in Rusels (as woll as Ohinz), on the

oto band, and in America and Mtho West¥, un the other hand, a fonge tern in
thres. In actuality, The Congo in 1960, shick brought the 2 ecntabldars for
world power, to & sharp olimax, could havo baon anticipeted in thg French
Cemprouns in 19%6-7s 4nd, if theory had been seriecusly daveloped as in Mars's
and Lonin's days, it would have been seen from ths positive, crgativg, dgve~
loping new Bubject. and not from the vactage point of the US-UBER struggles

. A pew pamphlet by an old mpscialist, the historian Thomasg B
("Afsican Political Parties¥, Ponguin African Serior paperback) btringe to ths
fore very negatively what we stoted positively on the CamerToung ss far dack ms
1947, In trying to show that what it happening in Africa fsn't an gcho of thg
cormuniat line but has remificatiors today, he writeet "Moreover, the cobe
tinuing effectivensss of the 0ld ohennsls of communication ~ threugh the
market, the family, the women's asgoclations, the young men, the chiafs and
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elders® = daken 1% poseidle to organizs mpetings atiendsd by the YTINY POFLLw-
TI0N of a Village or quarter of tovn, c¢hildren sm well es adults, with m raflgity
uwnknown in the Vest.® (My ewphasis, & D.)

: 0.K., lot's retrace our steps dack to 19U46~7 4in 2 4iffsrent places in
Africa - French Camercuns and D ritigh Figarla —— and sas, &nd 1t s important
that ve do mee 1t with eyes of 1962, In 1946 in the Cemercuns we had the popu~
lation to & man, woman and child appsar Yin tha public squars® io dscids thelir
fatos (I have now deoided it mmst heve been Ruben Unm Nyobp, Gener:l Gacretary
of the RDA, whom I must have mat in Paris and when ha took the train it was not
back to the Camerouns, but to Urzechoslovekia 40 got the 1ling,) Hs was couvinced
by thy CP of the need to crgenits a ¥vanguard" and to lead & revolution, (He was
killed in 1958 and Felix Moumis who then led from exile was Poisonad im 1960),

Eut in the proceas of this the c01d war dgVeloped and ¥2hs beckward
Camerounians® were ehedding thelr dlood, not for something entirely new in the
world, but & tug of war between Russia Yend the West¥ (for #bo U.5., wag everywhaTe
supporting France)s The end result was not enly ths hybrid we have in the Ca-
Beroutis, but & different type of hybrid in Nigeria. .

- After the general etrike, the sctual teking ovar of one town in the
1945-4T period, the c0ld war again entered, this tims as Prof. Oolezsn 80 Ron- )
challantly puts it, "Phree old mod trusted friends of colonisl nationaliam cocled
2oticeably sfter 1945, The Yablan Socfety end the Labor Party placed more-and |
more emphasls upon geoncmic end sooiel development ss a precondition for paliti~
oal frepdom, and the people and governmant of the US increasingly recoguised that -
expanding Soviet imperimlism which thrivod on instability in newly independent
colonial areas, was & far greator threat' to civilization than British colonialisn’
seemingly in the process of érderly liquidation.® (NIGERIA, Background to Nstion-
alisn,® oy suphavis, RyD,) ’ ‘

In a word, long vefors the Sputnik, and long before Russie 88 such enter-
od the scens, the Communiste (directly in the ocass of Oamerouns whare the lsed- :
era followed tho UP Anternational 1line; indirectly in the came of Nigeria whare

. Azildwe was most corteinly not s Communlst, tut gquslly could not see & 3ing - -
geninely independent of both poles of capital) THROTTLED AT BIRTH THE CRRATIVITY

OF 1d= SELF-DEVELOPING MASS MOVEMENT, THEREBY PREFPARING THE GROUND FOR TEE COBGO,
1960, where only it and the USA, fought 1t out on W greund, both, ¢r rather :

© 6ll three, dynicelly disregarding the indigenous roote, And indigenous mot in

the sense of drum beats but totally new activity and philosonhy,

In between the ceif-activity of the masses of ths 1040%s and the power
politice of 1960%c came to frultion the two newly independent republicps Ghana
2ad Guinea with new intelligentuin at head., It 1u trus that this nev intelligen~
taiz"iu more olosely linked to the memses than elther that which cams to power

& ot to mention that "drunners boat cut intermittent msssages®, or "those
meetings in the btush are held in & pateh of cleared ground wnder an out-
sige bucbeb¥ or "a song by the griot in pralse of the party and its lead-
ers", All of this is quoted vith a straight face Jn on on-the-spot study
of "Mve Elections in Africa", Oxford, !.920- )
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by compromise with ths old (in Nigeris the old included not only Wontern
imperialism, but Mnative® feudslism 4n ths Northern reglon) or where the — - -—
old wen't let go at all, aa in the existing lmerialist stanglehold 4in

Bouth Afries, the Bbodsoies, the OAS in Algeria, It 1s not trus that tha

link with thy magsgn 1is ldentity with 4t. Quits the contrary, Ths Btatg

Plon has taken over, ’ .

The intellectual, whether a scholar onlocker 1ike Hodzkin or an
ectual ruler = and they include the whole gpectrua, vhather lined up with
Zthe West® or "the XaptV hag than taken over by strenaing the 0ld roots
end yet pointing to the 20th centuwry look of those drurs via & "Bevelopment

¥ Thus Azikiwe tripd to excude no devalopmsnt of thaory — $hough he
sald it certainly "needed to be fong" ~— by saying that Africs follows %no
Pattorn¥, that because "thars was no landless mass” since the land wes Ycome
ounal® end not privats and becamas thers vas ot as yed (Rthough-1t was De-
coring 80"} ne permanent woge labering class, that "therefore® socislism was
nct tha Harxien kind in Afriocs,

Socieliem 13 npt the Marxisn kind for the good and sufficisnt reason
that 1t 1sn’v socialism - 4t 4g state-capitalisn, The only resson thers ia
no "permansnt? wage laboring class i3 thet $he unezployment 18 ao vast, es-
pecially mso in Higeria, and less go 4n the countrige that adherg more striotly
to the State Plan., As for there being no landlass Petsantry eas an gxcuse for
not dasing onenelf on Marxiet theory, that is Just bumbug, Not only is agri-
culture very primitive still, but tha Yoor pessants are certainly as poor .
boing ¥oommunal® landownars for what have you) and a great dsal nore miseradle
than the Russian psasent wian 4% had the fmir,* The good, cormunal tood, ns
all else hare, is belng diverted, And $he tragedy is that many of thees lead=
ery ~— Hekou Tours 18 onp 0f then =gl fruly unaware that there is s world
atage of the etonomy that obeya its world market lawe as well es the morg
beslc capital-labor Tolationship into which the new African countries are deing
Bucked === 00 matter how truly pure eand idgslietic ars ths motivations of -thoms
who think that playing both poles of oapitel against each other really mecns
only development of the underdoveloped, - : ‘

. " Belng intellectually mlert enouzh not only to play Past mgainet
¥ est end vov,, but taking further opportunity to taks #idas also in the Sinoe
Soviet R1f4 will not leave Bekou Toure free t0 escape the naturs of our state-
capltalist epochs The faot thut he hog e7e8 oVerywhers atd sees all humaniy~
ept trape doern't mean 1t is FOoeidle to escapy ths Sbjective pull of world
oaplital, . : ) ,

In that respect Russia once agein is en top of the situation for thay
do have mors Marxism 88 mpthod ingrained, though pervertsd. That ism to Ay,
imowing the objective puil of efonomic lawg «—— and all teo willingly sub~
pitting to them == thay have now stated that etate-espitalism, for Afrioa,
would be o Tatage 4n piveuee, In their theoretical jouwrnals, particularly
dealing with Africa, they now aras devoloping the thoory of & sert of incvitabie
1lity, & zecessity for state-vapitalism, .

(A good gxazple of the Buseisn Communist trap all these African ine
tollectunls are falling into is the casg of Dr. X, Onwulka Dike of Univarsity
College, Ibadan, who in most Oertainly a great dpal more Britich than African
end ¢ertainly more "Wagt® than Busslan. Yot ks very proudly told me that
Dr. Potgkhin of the Hussimn Ineiitute of Science hsading the African studigs
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thors was his hauss guest for & week, cextainly 1g "making contrilutions to
the study of Africa® and he would mest with hin and other Africsnlats in
Doconber when there will ©a & world meeting of sfricaniste in ACCTR,)

Fow after World War II, the Varga cantroversy in Bussia showed
that it would bs ingvitadle that a "ytate—oapitalizt tondency®, ong that
considered ttate-copitalism both progressive and ingritable, waad arising,
first of all in RBussis, but the State Plans alge in thy private enterprise
world would inevitadly cronte 4%s odherents theres 2p it sald ¥in Mao's
Zavor'® that at leest when he edmittsd its existence In Chinm dirpotly alter
the revolution, he Bt leaat Deent 4t in the sense in which Lenln sald £t
existed 4in Bugsis during the NEP {Hav ¥oonsmic Policy which allowed certain
forms of capitalism to exist). That is to oey, that clnce the workere hed
Pt sor, political power, wuch ecomozic capitelicn could be controlled, would
Ye 0f & Yery tLemporary naturs to evercome the famine end destruction caussd
vy war, and thy state would then return to its woricicgelasa path of
davelopment economically ae woll ae politiocaliy. ‘

Again, wera ve to vigw thie objestive dsvelopment sudjeotively in
tho woret senso of the word, 1.0., poychologionlly, we'd have to find "1a
favor of Mao® the £aot that he resllzed that it wnan't they who weTe. running
the stats maching, tut the state machine the Sommuniete—~—hehce the . :
alghtzarish phantesuagoria of ®Ihe Great Lecp ¥orward,® Wo know wheve it
1anged Chinm, It must not heppen to Africa. . _ '

- Theory is more imperstive for Africa at this stage ihan aven
economic halp, but theory which recognlres that 1t relsntianship to practlcs
13 poither so simple Ba to mersly daclare what is practics is theory, HOr &
romoved fron practice a@ to think, a 1s Songhor, that you can indged pin rolnt
the Huuaniem of Marxiss as the theoretic nosd {usre presisoly puf, call) of
the age, but at the same timp offer an apologie for-De Gaulle. -

We nov seo ®dded %o the petchwork of Mifrican poofalisa® and
foomrmocracy® and #African personalify® and "Hegritude¥s not to mentlon Toure'e
*oward Pull Re-Africanization”, sometuing oalled "Nicumshisn' which rvse
the gamit of "wniting® Gandhi and Lenin, the OHD and Fen-Africanigm, abd Just
pleln Osagyefo~dsme : - - : .

Tot, out of the nev indgpendence moVeRaDiE, and tho yonth ard workers
vho Spe ¥ Yely, Very clearly hore in Africa, that & worid can g remadge-there
ero indeed the elements for & new Telationship of theory to prectics that
would traneform entirely kupsnity's path toward nuslear dgwiruction into ene
of world vecenstruction, But for that it will not be abdls $0 work in s vacuum,
nor to exzclude from ite practice or its thetry the workingolass of the
technologically sdvanced occuntries, Btate sid must be subordinatid %o
13e0legical cu-development cn both sides of $he squatore

~=Bays
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POLITICAL LTTT=R FROM ATRICA '
MAY 28, 1962

THE AFR]JCAN BEVOLUTIOKS AT THE CROSSRDADS:
Hole of Labtor, The Single Party, Neo~Colow-
nialimm, State-~fupitalisgm, and Africa, Afriea, Africa

Degr riendes

Thers 1g hardly a dey ons gpends in Afrign, espocially Woet Afrlce,
when one 1gnlt torn by such conflicting omotions that he 1s both at a loes,
for words and go full of them that every word, literally, hae a2 doudls momd=
ing, You come to Hizeria and see that thare really hag VYesn no ravolution,
just 2 changs in Administration, Tou therefore lisjen, imspired, to ths op=
position -« Ths Higerian Youth Congrese, the "iaft? of the Trade  Unlons that
$alk of "foreign goldl and wish to brask with ICETU, ths young Hausa Tebels
that talk of how the emirs still rule the Morth, with *Zikls halp® e the
same Zik who had been ia the forefront of the gcontipental revolution long be-

* fore all pbher Mefta" e~ Nkrumh, Towe, Keits - oven dreaxed of sationsl-
iom, Then, cuddenly, you hear the Veolution' e follow the example of Ghane,
the single party stats, Osagyefo w111 lead, never rnind Burops, what is Bup—
aary to us here vhers Britain holde on, Amerlce horms in, and sven the HegTo
American does not see to retwn to hip “homeland! = &nd your heart sickens,,

Tou cowe te Ghenn, and, at firet, you are elateld for, comparsi to tagos,
. Accra 4p clean, with wide boulevarde vhore btut yesterday there.was bush, and
tha general public doen feel it has had more than a change of Afminlstrations
there has been a genuine volitical revolution, Than you pick up the press =
" and the adylation of Deagyefo, "the Leader,® four Lightf, "the all-knowing®,,
Wthe father of mot enly our cowtry but a1l of Afriea’, FNigumshiam, ouwr
philosephy, our politics, our life, snd our song! sickens you all over again,
;s 1f you wre watching the Xremlin 4n the heyday of Stalin, "the sm of the
MEB"._ ) ' . '

Tou begin to.go dasper into the workerd ranks = those tha} struck and
hed to retreat, work overtime without pay "to make wup for loss of tims during
nonwpatrintic strike” ond sow must aluoeont of their smill wage, put 5% %o
0% away in foreed asavings - and then you meet some in education who refused
to have classes in THkrumahien' wpleas &t léast a pamphlet wes proluced that
told them what it s yn black end white, nmot Just in empty oratoryr finally
you hear it whicpered, "0f course, you can't tell Omngyefo, but Ruasin 1s
avfiil ap a cowmtry to live in, their techinicians are too. expencive %o keep
ard not balf as efficlent es they would 1ike you to belleve; an for the love
the Russiane are supposed to bave for tho Africansg, forget it, it ien't there,"

3y the tima you heer that ¥krumah ig also ealling back the head of the
United Africe Oo, == the very one against whom, bask in the '40s, the striles
were held and the revolution wnfolded -— to bring pbout *higher labor produce
tivity anl efficlency’ you sre ready to write Ghana off, too, Them you mest
8 South African who has come for mid and gotten it, or a Gambian wio has net
a single litrary or booketore in town, not Just reading, but literally
feating up® all books on Marx, easily availabdle here, and once again you are
torn epart,
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Tou try especially harZ to mee the pasitive aspects of Pan-Af-isriem
ia tho dest example of it < Bekaun Tourgs Gulnen, Here the prous is »t
50 full of the Foull of jer 2100538y, 1 Rather the mumerous qotaticns from
Towrs are on & theorsticcl plane .= and he hagy not just an ogn like
Fernhlg, but a theory of Pl Re-Africanization? gy that the aingle party
aepect 1e palatable; even Mdemocratic® for 4t reachos into the smellest
viilage level, But in the airporty or at the Minietry of Information, there
1s tho white French Per who gums you un in s zoment, refuses a visa or
follaws your every move with such suspicion that even §f you had your Afri.
can-sneaking friends who helpad you to gt down to the peopls, you raally
couldn’t find out much,

And the trush with the Musslans and demand that Buesian ambassador be re—
called as resoonsibie for stirring wo the nonepatristic strikes? ¥all, if
the Ruselans are in dtgfaver today, the Ohinese are the favorite onag se-
obviously Toure thinks that 1o one can upe him s Jut that bhe con pse all
for he Imows whora he ig £oing and ns one is fooling hin o neither the Frenmch
(P por the Amorican ensitaliste who are also bolng Invited in; naither tha
Buasian sputniks nor the Chinose commumag held out any fear for him wha 1g
full of Airica, Africa, Africa, All he neods is labor, labor, labor,

_' " And thowgh that Fan-ifricgnirm 1e the unbralla that hides not only the
“mbridgeabls gulr botween the lkdnzdom of Ethiopia and the Afro-commvnaligtic

gtate of Guinea, tut alge all thrae varitieg of I‘an-&ﬁlcaniam—-«!nwmahiat,
Zikiot, and the Negritude of Tyurewyou meet st111 auothersleopold Sedar
Senghor, the paet ‘who writes ev novingly of humanigm, the most learned vho |
quoten with equel eage Mary and Father (hardin, the one who prefera art to
"asclence” but {s the most efficleal in the sdminlstrative angle of the plan,
the man of Faris that can 1ivo 4n Taiar bacause that too 1o Paris, with its
wids boulevards and more, majestic Atlantic to sumtitute for ths quist Salue,
but voth having the muss of books and endless variety of Yookehope, goods, and
cultire, when Just below, begin the sliume that rivel Ibadan'e, You walk with

8 Woloff friend who mayg sulderly, se he looks at the vhite. pettiers and
¢oiffure ghops, and more shops and more thopey all French owned and Ds Gaullist,
Pwhen the gecond revolution will coms to Senegal, we wlll have another Aizerial®

You ¢ry to get awey-—gyu into the bugh Wisrs not Just neo~colanisliem tut
full colonfalism —wave Britaniz.—mdegethe colony and protectorate of the
Gambia, Thero you wili meet up with the coming revelution, u.lfh tho Lfiret
stages of independence, where the natiou in one in wanting out, whare this
oprrencion and yet the humow iz thore-that you oven ges the Intuyrmnticnal
agpect of tritaliem, Nor 1t is a fact that, vhether Engligh or Freach upomking,
saca Atriean coumntry speake that official langimge only fh the citiss and enly
for the vhltoe, Avong themeelves; nat onl{aln the hinterland, but emongz the
sophielicated in the citles, 1t 15 the tribal langusge that conveys ths stall
$alk and the biz ideau of fresdom, fresdom, freedom, And You goor find out thal
it 1s no% only the languags of that tribe in that country, but the tritw that
wad alec ia the other ctuniry and the one furthor awey yet when they hag their
own wonderful euitures and empirss-—-end so to thig day, Woloff will takm you [ ]
long way not only in %he Gemble but in Sensgal, much better than French, in
fact, even an Haumo wiil be beiter for you not only in the north of Nizaria,
but in Dahomey, and Mandingo, and Fwlah, and Ibo end Yoruba, and Ewe=-whoever
told you the Jows were "the rootleuc cosmopolitans,! the hwerdeoring world
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figure without = sountry temnit t111 you past the African~jyes, he lmows zoldons
in every part of that continent, Eaut, West, North, Scuth and has » agieg of
communieation with him, Africa, my ifrica, hov the imperinlicte have dividel
7ou up, massacred and enclaved, robbed you of men and soll, laft you with
neither roads nor clothed, and 111itcrats, ah, 1114tarate~ahat of the thousands
of years of history you can vecomt Af you cannot today read the lntest law

of the land that telle you you cannot read Wforeign" (foreign! and who are

theso Britishers if mot foreign) 11terature~"gubversivo,"®

hatre,® _"'Rusaiun.' Wonmmist," HHarxist,®

Woll, you are dack in etride with your Afrigss friends snd can eay with
that wopder?ul Mandingo who sticke close to his Teadier,” "Capitaliem,

acloninlign—I dontt 11ke 1t, Out, dut, out, I went my freedome

11 werk from 6 a, me to 6 Po Be for nothing to restore its

Then comes the rule awelkuningt yee, what of the role of labdor? Of course,
you hear, we are for labors we have no other clasg, but 1f the wnions dare to
mix in politice, we ask our members to vithdraw their mezberehip, And the
wilons say, sure, ws aren{t given credit for it but it wog our strikes that

congtituticnnl reform, but now that watre facing gelf-government, the
workers have o right to elways want to stritsl - : :

You roturn to resson with the intelisctusl but yeu get mo different anewews
from those out of power than thope 3n it: firct jetfs got the imperislist out,
then we'll telk of shich sgad of the Pan-African rordey you eonnot speak of

“fiyhpt after," vhen wo haven't even got independence; ch, yes, I read sbout .
Hungary, end even the Fagt German well, but Buseia is not our enexyi Trot okyl gnt
voll, they can betray "agsin” {1): the world! my world is Afriecs, and for that
wo pead wnity which means single porty; we need to industrialize which mesnd
using both gidep—ao, 1'm notb agking the priee; shat too can be talked about

~ 1ater, later, later, ' ! )

Suddenly you feel you bave no comiol langusge nfter ail, TYou thought 1%
wvag the philoeophy-—Harxlsnl ‘But vho wants to bezin peeing &ifferences °
‘ betwoon Marxiam and Commmnisn? Ahb, the youthw-vag, the wonderful, high echool
youth who, God lmowi where or how-—maybe i1t was through Ghans or (uines, God
_ mreserve them after alll-~they got hold of Marx, even acksd you to spsak sbout
your ‘version, tallsd nost knowingly of everything from " us volua® (1 swmar
1t) to Abolitionlsm, African socialiam, aumand sa—-the - futura, itbe -really trus,
new hunan wrld, Yes, the youth end the atrikerg--another revolution is oo 1ts
Y.
P,5, 'oe pull of the $wo nuclear powers 48 Dot only over the domimatlol gvar
Africa~end noo~oclonialism 1g & fach, not Just & dsad horge the African leadere
keep beating for propagenda purposes at UM sessiong—above all, it s & sucticn
procesn for the world market, world etase of production~utatified production
in ity full or "free epterprise” sense, This gustlon process 1g the tradgedy of
¥hs African Revolutiong wbose leadership da ee weighted down with fhe conecioue-
ness of under-davelopzent that they cannot see that forood labor is evil even 1T
it 3g !for the couniry, your owa ocountTys the one that finally belonge to its
pyopla, Africe for the Africans,”
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But I preferred in this letter mot to talk in the co0ld languege of
occnomic laws aven though production relations ars as alive and deciglve mp
any talk of Negrituls, Jor it is first of all nocessary for the white to gut
the fesl of black Africa, to take it to itc bYossom as ia, in order togetler
with it, to work out & commen eclution of world-wide and historic import tha:
will not peparate technclogloally advanced from technologioally wmder-develaoped.
50 lotip leave ptatistice for another time, ==&,

(Labor Donated)
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¥ote: The following srticle will dbe publighed in the July dssue of Afriqy
Today, in a slightly abbreviated form because of space limitatiens,
Howaver, it was folt that our subscribere egpacially since some of
them may not regulerly get this magazine, ghould not have to wait to
resd 1t thers, anl we are thorefore sending it out in its complete
vorsion as thig specinl #Aouble igems Political Letier,

POLITICAL LRTTER
(Special Poudle Iscue) July 6, 1962

Gazbia Close-Tp
THE GAMBIA TAKES THE EARD, LONG ROAD TO xmmcx

Dear Friends,

.The Oanmbis, the last of the Britich West African colonies, bas, this

May 5lst, sttained golf-zovermment, Thig was not the wnderlying iswve in the
elaction held over the past ten éays, The Secretary of State for ths Uolonles,
n hig report of the 196) Gambia Constituticnal Conferenoe, envisaged "internal
gelfwgovernment® as & resvlt of a general eleoction to be held 'not later then
¥ay 1062.% Iiae underlying issus betwson the contendisg partics—the ruling
United Party, and the opposition People's Progreseive Party—as the vnstoted
ons: how near 1p ths rosd to indspendencs when self-govermment is weighted

- down by the Govsrnor's commanding holghts over internal sacurity, defenss,
foreign affairs and the Public Service piug unapecified Uroserved powers,™

The campadgn of the Chief Minister and leader of the governing TPw-ir,
P.5.N' je~-gave ono answerj "The Gambia is in no bwrry,® The leadar of the
 PEPemdir, D,K,Jawara--gave & fotally different enswer, Back in 1950,' when he
first weant into opposition, Le issusd an "Independence ManiZepto® which called -
for interns) gelf-government in 1961 and independence in 1962, On May 31 ths
- Gambians made the FPP the mejority perty, giving it 18 peats plus ona for ite .
ally, the Damocratic Corgress Alliance, The UP got 13 wotes, s Bot .
ineconsiderable minority, A further complication in the election picturs ia the
states of the four mon-slective Chiefs whose wotas are as valid as the slected
nerbera ta the legisiature, A tloc betwesn them and the % oould el the road
to independence as difficult a one to travel as are tha impsowidle rosds to tho
protectorate that get wiped gut during the Yyt geasan,” -

Any ome who has watched the campaign close at hand, as thie writer has,:
Jnows that the election results do mot tell ihe full story, Quite the contrary,
Ap the coming struggles are sure to disclose, the slection results ars only the
conmequences of the fact that the partise, concerned with winning power, mufflod
fundamental issues, The FPP oconcentrutod on steries of allegd tribery by the
ruling party "or its sgenta® while the ruling WP, for its part, reacted to the.
eollection of membership duss by the oppositlon party ty demanding in ita Newe-
letter that Ppoor people!s parting with penniess,..be stopped ! That each party
let the electorate believe many different tninga becams increasingly clear to
thie reperter as she interviewed both leaders and rank and file members of the
contending parties, attended innumeratle public meetings, went with each party'e
truck into the protectorate to wetch the party tranches cutedds the pesaros of the
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capital, saw woneh whe voted for the first time &y with bapploess, sud
watched villages turn eut festively on pasge to cast their votes for the
gecond time in their lives. ({Universal suffrage wns not extended to the
protsctorats i1l 1950,)

To get the full import of the slection remulty, it is necencary te seo
all the cross~currentsand wndar-currents in this historic electicn, FPosildas
the politiczal parties, thers is the part ploysd by the trades wnions vhich,
officially, remainsd neutral, tut vhoso power was felt 1z the striles of
1960=61 shen constitutionsl reforms ware wrested from Orest Britailn, Nor oan
the odserver digcount the role of the youth who, in the 1950y met to awk
thelr leaders to form o united party eo that the Ganbia be not lefé in the
backwatere of the continant-wide strugslies for Africem indepenioncs, Some of
these, in the prosen% election, are no dowdt resvonsitls for ths fast that
the DCA, wnder Rav, J,C, Faye, who hal erganized the firet politiesl party
in the Gembia in 1951, nevertheless this time win only ona geat, Thio lack
of confidence in the ally of the FFP 444 not come from %the right" btut de-
causs the youth in the eivil service in 1950 cxpscted utriks evpport from
thing party which, instead, adviged thex not to striks, Finally thias witer
chanced upon-an addivional, uneought, imsight into tho workinegs of & colonial
. Folics Dgpartoent by virtus of having ineurred the displeasure of the author-

itieg through some lecturag delivgred to those too young to wote but vhoy
no doubt, will influener the future dsvelepment of thip enchanting, poor, -
rarished land which was the firet, and ia the last, rezaining British colony
in ¥est Afrion, )

The Spirit of the Place; "Rewyolutione ire Going On A1l The Time"

Fer the Queen's vieit to the Gemdiz, the Eritish Gevernment igsued &
beautifully 1llustrated booklet (published in Yondon, mat in Bathurst) shieh
tolls us that the capitial "has the charm of g quiet seaside resort," and .
Proceods to perpetrate un old mytht. *Geographicalily and economically thn
Gambsa 1 an extravagance,¥ - This old wives! tale %n propagated also Yy &
pretantious, heavy toms titled aFRICAY ANORY TOURG GIANT by an American
Journalist, Mr, Snith Hempoione, who likewige fails to tell ua why, under the
circumgtances, Oreat Britain bas held on; with 211 the regalie of en empire
ruling over as rich a land as pro-independent India, and after aoms 375 yoars,
6till falls gracefully to leave it to the Gamblans who want their indepeadonce,
¥r, Hempstons writes ovrofusely of Jambia’s "charn and pettiness® - a
Thetorical phrase that is supposed to Zake the roater forget that ho means
uot only the ecomomy but the psople are ¥ backwrd,® To tep off ths nogtalgia
for "flovor beds of honest Englich patwnias, pinks, delusies 4..7, M, Hemp~
:;:na'anagu that Gumbia's Ythree trades wions” have Megs than 500 pember—

Do

The truth is that the Gambia Workers Union alons hag over 9,000 patd-up
members, This 1s not deniod by the Camdia Labor Union from which the GWU
eplit, HMr, J.R, Forster of '.I:ha GLU smastionsd the integrity of the lesder—
ship of the OWU but not its militancy nor its pambership, Nr. M.E, Jallow,
General Seecrstary of the GWU, denled the accusaticns of non-integrity in
fivancea, accusing the GLU of "talk, talk, %alk, and no action,” Ee smid
that the GLU had cut i¥self off from the masses Wy mot participating 1=
the 1960-4 strikes, He proudly told ma that im this, the first gemersl
striiimdn .the-Qazkis, the police hed meds the awror of waing tesr sgag ob the
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strikers and thus rallied the entire population bshind them, Jollewing
the Enquiry of 1961, the wion had won recognition frouw the Gambla 041 Seeds
Marketing Board, and & rige in wmges, "Moreover,® continusd ths young, ener~
gotic and astute Mr, Jallow, "before the Gambia Workers Union came into ex~
istenos, things were static, Then political movements really dsveloped, but
these do not give us credit for the pclitical development and the union dose
mt endorae any varty. But 80 percent of all werkers —— artisans, farm = -
laborare, clarke, 2ock workersg —— are in the -Gambia Workers Union, We have
all workers except the gemior grade of civil servios, Ue have s @losed shop
on the dacks,® ,

. The secratary of the Ssracunds Branch of the GWU — Nr, C. M, Onbbidon,
a veteran ¢ ths Burma theatre of war vhc lives on his small pensicn no that
he can dsvote rTull time free to organization work for the unicn, elaborated
uoon the victory won 4n 1961 and recognized by the Lakor Ordinancs in
Augisty {1) instead of & shillizgs & dny, the wage 1s nov 5 shillings and
8 pence: (2) trensport muet now be providad vhere bafcrs the workers were
ressonaibls for 4t; (3) slck leave is mow granted where Desfore it wag not
rocognized a workerts dve: (4) woikers are now entitled to 14 days’ leavs
per year where befors they only got 10 dsys' leave. The wnion mot only has
dock workers and farm lsborera but carpenters, xacons, tappers of paln tress.
Both Mr. Jallow end Mr, Gsbbidon aduitted that the GLU had been the first
wnion on the secene, back in 1925, They &id not emclule rounification with
it, but inaisted the agplit s du2 omly to lack of activity, not to differ-
enees in the views that divided othor Afrioan unisna betwosn tha (hens and
Dakar Yioco, BHere both unions are affiliated with the YOFTU and d» zot wish.
to follow the Ghana model of glving up trades wmion independence to boooms
an integral part of ths Party or the Sta$e, ‘ :

It wes sleo admitted that during the electiong there has besn some drop=
ping off of membership., It is hard to sey how tmch of thip ig due to the
fact that the political parties thovght the trado unions were, finterfering
_in politice® end how much 1s dus to the complaint ome trades wnion officlal

registeredy "the workers want to strike all the time, Ve thought wa should
wait ti11 after the olection and nee how cloee we are fo independence, ¥

From 0ld timee I also pleced together ths pre-hietery of the firat tralea
wiicn, Vhen most American and Buropean workers did not know Africe was on
the map, thers were strikes in the Gambia, The river craft geamen geamad to
beve been the firat to strike Muring ths troublss following ths first world
wor." Each firm used ifeouwh craft plus privately owned cutters to transport
1tg puts — ths maix bosie of the vhols sconomy to this day ~— to transi$
statione and each firm exported its own purchases and all the firme wited in
the Chamber of Commercs and refused ths workers so much as an interviev vhen
the sponteneous strike broks out, Soldiérs wore ealled out who uged their
eun butts on tho strikers who had the eympathy of the population, Them » Com~
miueion of Bnquiry was established and finally workers got a emall increaso w-
they used to earn only a eingle shilling a day —— "plus 45 pownds of rice and
8 shillings fish money wmonthly for each man,"

The old tlmer continusd, e old sayinz waet 'The sun never sets opn tha
British Emvire, and the weges never rise,’ During the world depression there
wore more atrikes but the wmemployment and misery were puch jhat the wrkers
could not hold out.® Then the old timer concludeds "Organizations come very
quiclly here, especially among the young, and also disappear, but revolutions
are going on all the time," 4
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PARTIXS, LPADBRS, RANKS — end the GEOUNDRUT

90 peT Cent of Gambizns are peasant farmers producing the basic cash
crap—tha greundout-—with the mot primitive tools—an axs, a hoa, & sock-sock
{kind of trowel)., Despite the British Informatien Officats mesurance thad
Spechanizatlon Law Daet tried in the form of government sponsored tractor
ploughing by contract and exporinents meds with nobile threshare and hulling
machinery,* sany of the farmers do not even have an ox, much less a tractor.

90 per cent of the Oaxbians are pessant farmers living in the
Trotectorate in primitive villages which consist of thatchad housss—more
often, just single Tooms——that huve nothing in thew but mome hard beds and,
perhape, some hard chairs snd what pasces for s tables Several sf such ]
*houses” make up & compound which ig fenced in with weven rush kinting snd
separated from other coupounds and housese by a narrow, dusty alley called
a ctrest. There is no electricity, me plumbing, no traneport, o singla
hospital for ths whele of the 3974 equare miles of impossible roads which,
durinz ths rainy geason, get completely washed cut. Hany villagon 4o not
even have a well, : Co .

These 90 per cent of Gombians are of all trives, The larzest tribs

iw the Handinks that trace thsmsslves back to the glorious Mandinge or Mall
Empire. But the WoloZfa too are mainly farmers and so sre the Fulas, the
. Ssrahulls, the Jolas, Tholr 1lives rsvoive around two seasons known as

¥the Hungry Seosos® and Pthe Trade Soason,® As if theve were natural -
phanomenss like the rising snd setting of the sun, the Garbiane relate how,
during the Tradp Season {which last frem Decenber to April) they sell thair
groundnuts to firms which act ms ageute for ihe statubery Oilsecds Harksting
Board vhich pays them 80 1ittls for sll their hard labor that they do not '
have encugh monay left fof mbsny of the remaining months of the year—iay -
through Novembsr, The Bungry Season reaches the most ssrious proporticos
Just before harvest time and, in trying to live ae best they can on &0 - .
Bungry stomich, they dspend on the Syrien and Lebancse middlemon te whom Yhey
are always in dsbt. In responss to the Hungry Soasen cooperatives £TOBS,
but thay are dy no means wide-spresd, Many & village has asked for one )
without getting one and these cosops likewise act as agents for the GOMEB,
and, while the pecple go bungry, neithar thp GOMB nor the middlsuen are n
wvant. The British Govercment remains the Digzsst singls employer, ond 1ts
top-heavy bureaucracy eats wp 50 per oent cf the Pudget. Truly the Ganbis
in an Fextraveganco®.. It is so to ths Gardiens wbo must besr the durden,
not to the British who pay themselves VYery handsomoly for this extrevagsncos

In all the centuries of trade—trads iz humen flpsh-—followed by

agrioultural development they wero compgllsd to encourage after chattel
alavery was abolished in Great Britain in 1807, the only major development
hag come with World War 1I whenh rice praduction was doudled. But it still
remains a subsistance, not 2 cosh arcp, ig worked mainly by women, again
with the most primitive of tools. The Csuseways and dykes built in the
rice suampland and mangrovg along the river are so inadequate that that
vas thy major complaint at all political ralligs, no matter under whose
party's auspices, which detalled "how we Tesily sufferz Not only has %o
industrinlization of any aort been smbarked upon, but gven iz prinitive
sgriculture, palm kernels which ocould have boen daveloped, now grow wild.
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The Britdsh de net even krow the Gambdials population~—the 300,000 25
dast & guess mnos no ognhsus has been held gluce 19521 most Africans fesl
that thoy mow probably mumber & half million. The British have concentrated
on "the oity'—Bathurst vhich has a pepulation of pround 30,000 and is the
only dig oity in the vhols country. There tho etreats, @ moast of them, 2Te
paved., Here there 1s mot only electricity but even cadla service. The
plunbing s modern, especially if yeu live in Pguropesn® hongs or the one
plush hotel in town-=the Atlantic, which likewins is patronized meinly bty
Turopsans, The British liks to say thers are culy 200 parspeanc”, but e
closer 1cok revenls that the insular British, when im Africs, consider
thonsslves svidently the only TErucpesns® fer they do Bot oot ecmp 5075
Frenchuen, ot te mention %of cowrsed the 600 or more Levaness and Eyrians
who oould hardly paas for Afrieens,

Pathuret slss has Uik ssheclefnat only prisary but $eecondary® (high
 schools) and, st Yendum, where there 19 an nirport, Share is alse & tenthern
training college. Evsed hers howover dchool ip not coxpulsory snd there 1s
orly 10«1l vor ceut 1iteracy, The British also peint to their "Africenizatient
thant hes boen golng on Sfor decadse®, and the olvil ssrvice, epsolelly o

ity lower runsa. is. ptaffad by Africans, Hers the Yoloffs oomprice 50 por
cont 0f the popRlition and thg Akus-~the detridelized Baaternised” ninsrlly
=Biplp Twll tho oivil sarvice sa olorkt. Whish dsas met msan fhat eitbher

. $he VoleSfs or Lkua aro satdsfied with the British fatarpretation of
tafricanination,” ‘ ‘ ‘ T

In ons ef the eajer mestings of the oaxpaizm, held in Molarthy Square io
Batiwst, the Ohief Minister and Lesder of the rullng TP, fooed thic elevtorats
and Psvoaled st emes thy wide gulf Detwesn leadsrs and zanks, Ins @iet
. wolce which Beant to thunder, Mr, N'jie said, first in Znglish and then in
Veloffy It sil Boils down to this that the United Party wants avolutien,
po$ pevolution, MHomorige sre not a5 short that you ehould have forgotten
tho disturbandes, the vphenvals, the looting in the protestorsto, Thete ¥y
thode who think selfs-Zovernment msang twtting off from the United Iingdon, .
¥e arg w08 quarreling with Britain. thayirs giving us eglf~government and
for & ledg tire wo will have to depend on. thems" Hs than panasd, ond with
gentloxanly disdain, continued, ®The more I lock st tbe Paoples' Progrescive
Party the more I discover what is foul and £iithy in $hip erganisation, Zhelr
fntentien is t lsavp the west and Joln Ghans and Fuesis."

Thio sass thecs was earried through by all the W eandidates including
those running in the protsotorate go that, at Jawarm, a Mr. Fail 8014 Bs
vhen I interviewod him, #¥p cannot hurry up independence. Ve &re starting
£rom ecrateh abd pur adonomy has to Wa built up Lires, Political indspendents
does Dot mean mush if we have no economic independances Belf-government will
tive uo more Yoloe in the legislature, end the chanse to devolop our country.
This comps firab,t )

. Yat, in fairly impreaptu meetings hold juat & faw nilas awvey, a W
organizer sptke with great passion against Turcpesns in general and the Ualged
Kingdon in partioular: "You can't manage & country when you ars net o sitisen
of that country, Yurcpsans kmow their land; wa kmow carss The Brisish know
the United Xingdom; wo lmow the Gambla, A farmer kmowsibew to farm and wp
know how $0 manage ourselves. It So time we did, It is ting the Britich
learnad ve intqnd $0.* (It should bs sdded tbat in tlg proteotorsie no African,
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not aven if ho kwmows English, Pothers to speak it, Bg 1t sald in honor of
the tribel lemgueges thet thesg ere not Just of the reglon designated by the
imperialists but cut acroes border lines end, {f not an international, suraly
arp of continent-wide significance. (In the case of Woloff I found it much
more useful in Eenegnl than French,)

In neeting after nmoeting held by the UPF in ths protectorates I heard
many stories of hardship of 14fe and labor end lack of hospitels and schools
and transport. While therg wvee pralse for Mr, ¥'jis who helped many
personally, there cartsinly wesn't an oversbundence of enthusiasm for Great
Britain., The maetinge wore net Bz well organized, rnor ware they os
pnthugiegtia. as thoes of the FFP, but at the UP too the spirit of militancy
diffarad widely from the offioisl party ling, eVen 1f thay may not elways
heve transmitind the pungency of tha FFP militant sho began with "Jesus teck
from the rich xad gave to the pror, but today thoss who call themselves
Christisne take from the poor and give to the rich. Imperisliam, espitalima,
coloninlism-I dontt 1ils 1t,% ’ '

Thio time I was in the FFP traneport with thelr gngrgetic, lavel-hendad
leader, Mr. Jawara, It would teke Bo time at all to get & mass mesting
going. The eight of the PFP truck, & mimatrel shouting out that *D,X. will’
speak”, & single drum boat, and in & few minutes, under ths bantsbs (a shady
trae where villagers gather to discuss) hundreds would gather and llaten
and speak, Tho meetinz may be preceded or follewed by 8n ssico—the PFP's
own musical invention-wa ovmbinetion of folk and jarz in proise of the letder.
A few drums beat out the tung, the lesder of ths band spedks ii, ths solo
sopranc cings i%, and the chorus ropeste 3%, It is infectious and exciting
and goes on for hewre, as do the mestings themselves.

The foet that en Angrican reporter was present produced quite & few
references to Amaricen histery from thy ¥War of Indspendsnce—obviously the
slozen that meant most to the Ganmbions was "no taxation without representation®.
wwthrough the O4vii War o Ytoday's struggles for freedem.’ The youth are
the moot inventive in "sloganizing® and advertising. One youth, fer exampla,
had cut ki hair eo that it spelled out "PPPY, I wam etpecielly lmpresged
Yy the bigh lavel of dlacussion of that allegedly moot backward African—

a Mandinka women, B5he Ssems to bo not only a natural orator tui, 1ilitersay
notwithutanding, the moet iztelligent Yeitizen of the werld", as one
younz woman phrased it, whils an eldsr Mandinkn s2id, "W have walted too
long, too long Deen patient, What we nNead 18 freedom now,"

1 haard no references to Ghens, much less to Ruscia, Kr. Jawera had
& considerable number of the USIS publioation, "Amgrican Outlock®, and he
denied leganing fwward any particuler Africen blec, inmsisting that ons oannot
think of relaticns with other countries until ona ie indepstident, A» Re¥s
Faye phrased it, "Ihe airz of England is %o edge us arcund to Setagal,
The Britlsh do not want to free us even now, They are starting to oall us
an gnclave of Senszzl, although we were Dover that under oolonial rule."
The FFP and DOA favored etonomic ties with Sonegal, and only one elngle FFP
candidate~raul Louls Baldeh—spoke againat Genegal, and he streesed that 1%
vas his pereonnl pusition, mot that of the FFP: "My wigw s that if Soragal's
indapendence it tantamount to yermitting French infiueuce in West Africa, the
I faver revisving the whole get-up of African wnity becauss I believe Vet
African unity oan be achieved by Africans only vhen thay Moet as Africms and
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ars not being influsnced by forner o lonlaiist powsrss IT the Smazalece
Government feels 1t can spedt of Sonogal without Alotstl oa from Frenca, then
an indspendent Gambia sould  do &1l 4n its power to cooperate vith such &
governpmt "

Mr. Jawars himself stuck to the conorete econcalc question~ the living
standards, the productivity snd purchesing pover of the mass of paople—tbe
farmers and manual wWrkersesis abymally lowsse It 10 sondtl a9 argued that
bYocauss of its smpll sizs mmd its lack of =ich Temources the Ganlie dare not
clain ¢ fresdom, This prgugnt is oot . valid as ell pecple, rich o poor,
are equally entitlsd to froedR," Moreover, he mntimusd, the nmlural
regources haove not really bem terped Tany more thm the hummn revources.®
And ong of the FPP enteursgs, pointing to $he oms allwrpather road that She
British are first bezinning andvhich is puppoaed to ba complate e Xé FeoT,
sald: "It $ook the Britigh 375 mars plue ons to bduild & singd e rond,

Ve connot do worss than that.® o

* As for the "upheavalo? in ths protscterste, Mr, Jmara splaimed it

gn 1950 there were & great many coxplsinte -ty farmsTs of their sronomis.
plight, and ths overbearing mthority of ths Chipfs, protected by the British
sho oallod the sttempts of the fermars to orgmnixa themsslvos in meating ss
Mmlawful? azeembly.® On the Tirumped uwp charge of wanting to kil]l the
_alkn)i¥? the police one night swooped down upon the villoge, Talded thelr -
homen, tollacted their tools, arrested the lealers,=3l treatsd & bostils

an atmosphers that ne Gardimn lauyasr dared defsnd $he 30 lesders wio vere
arrgsted and pentanced to fentonms from thres to nine months. & lawyer

from Sisrre Lecme was Trought &m, dut no sppeal to am authority higher

than the court that mentenced them was gntertalned. I visited ons of these
villeses and heard gtoriss of ome chief whe had practiced forced labor,

From the villagsrs in the protectorate there is neo doubi st all ae to whioh
party enjoys tha confidence of the cvervhsining mejority of the pocples It
48 the FFP, The oloschsss of the vote 46 dug to ths rivalry between the '
protectorats and Mthe eslony', that is to say, Bathurst and euvirons, Tnoough
“seme fundamentsl issuss were blurred, it wes a national election, Neither
tribal divisions nor religict—-nost ars Moslgms—pleyed any sericus Toles

APRICA NYAATO

Ba ong nged e back to sncisnt history and Jeern of the glories of the
01d Mandingo or Mali Fwpire long before mny Turopesn set foot on African soll
 to sense the spirit of thy aodern Oambis, ¥or does an analysls of political
parties and trades unions in the prasent stege of history exhaust the spirit
o2 eur age. No, it 1s thy youth which reflects, crystal clear, what Hegel
hed called fa dirth-timns of history."

Eo youth hap iwmpressed me more than $he youth of the Gaxbia., Hero is &
Jand wvhere, in the country, literacy is only onp per 0cnt, and in the cepital
10=11 per ocent. Even "the city"' cannoct boast s public library or a beckubop,
outsidy of a small miszisn cne. Thers 18 DO Bewepepsr, Indeed the lawe
governing their publication meks 4t Very maarly impossidle rinde large ‘bonds
and securitiss are required as guaranises ageinet ¥blosphemous or seditlisus
or other 1ibel.* This characteristic of a police state psrvades the wole
14fe of the town which is supcsed to have "Yhe charm of a guist reaside
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Touorte® It may be that, iz <he Gage of the Gambia, the polics may have

lems of & terrorietis as=d AWT3 ol & "paternalietich chernetar, but thera is
no doubt that o¥ery onhe fgol3 hg g Paing watched and informed on,
Nevartheless, the youth twive invifed ing to 6reak, One on youth movemente the
world over "licy the Praadon Didyrs 1m Anerica, the Scclalist Youth of Great
Britain, the Zengakuren of Japan®; the gecond time on ®The Humaniam of
Marximnt a Philosophy of Freedom,?

4n 1nterval of a wesk separated the two tallg——an
the Police Department invited ms
invitation for an interviev with )
=& Britigher named Mr, Hobbgm=cane the moraing efter iy £irst apeech, Lhe
queations ranged from the eng cencernsd w th how I knew Africans woll shough
$0 be thoir housszusst to the one informing ms that *here? my speech would
Yo “zismndarstoods? I asked Mre Hobbs whether 1t wes required that I ¢lear
Wy speaches with the Palice Departzmant; I thought attitudas like that
groduced. Ocommisnm, Hie reply was that, while he formd my anti~Commmism
interesting”, what dicturbed hin wag xy ®pre-ifficen mationalipm,” Eo aaid
he would nesd W Toport the whole sonversation to hig supprior,
knew yham hy thought thias woxld frighten—my or the youth who invited 2y to
apeal:. But. obviously the Police wors mot Prepared for a repeiition of ¥thy
‘ act, ’ . . ' :

Bright and garly folloving the 2oTRing of ths second speech a pollcgman .
oncs agaln cams to fetch me, this timg to the Superintendent of Police, an
Uncle Tom type of African banad Mr. Evens who tried sinply fo dpclure xy

te Doltar) Pilleenl®, Vhez I mads 1t clesr that I ked

6elf¥. Onts azain I wes in Britigh hande, Mr, ¥atss was Tory palite md
8o fools Lfter I stresgod that "if it were Dot for snother mattar of which
the pulice hsd full Teports, this techmicality would DaVer buve arissn, I
huave no intention of bowing to anything so contrived bofore complsting .
my asslznment of reporting the elections,? Mr. Pates extendad my. stay 24
houry bayond ths time I Toquestods Hy evary step, -howg¥er, contimuad to bs
interior of ths Gambia, mot Spnagale—
al and propaganda secretary, a Mr, Karayol, wvho wag
2y gulde thers, feund g nat ¥ary plausitle sxcuse &s to why I should repord
%0 the police staticn there and regist . When T wanit up to the
brotectorato again, T Mr, Javare, I was rot
aslked Yo marticipate in any gush farcical situatiom, Bovever, as I world
ueet the police w0 supervised the . electien, I would be graeted with,
"0, yen, Madam, ws henrd you were sanewhers in the bugh,® Finally, although
I arrived at the airport one-~half hour befors departure tine, I wag araeted
with, *Tou are lats. in for somp time.?

I 4o not knov what deprivations will ba visited won the youth groups
who hod tendered the invitations to mpeek. I do know that thalr wpirit will
8ot be easily dovaeds Far from having "misundergtood® ny pro-ifrican frsadon
Yiows, these youths spoke of Pan-Africaniem ms an Yunbrella® that was
Presently covering different views, and hopad that the Gembia Ywill hava
learned frem both blocs of Africen nations® ana make their contritution to
Ptrus mnd 111 indspendance." There is no dubi wiatever that they will
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bacoNe & foree im the post-election devalopments) It 2 this, in feot, which
worried the Police Departrent which, as Nr. Evans giressed; Y1ite the Gembia

quiet and intend to ses 1t remain so.t

8yubolic of tha spirif of thy Gamdia is the titis of & new nowslotter,
Afrios ¥ysstos (Nyanto is the Mandinks word for forwerd,) ¥hs cmall box
slongoids the Dame proclaimes that it stands for "Workgra' Interaste and
Fas-Africenim,® Quiotly or othervise tho strugglse for frosdom G1d nod
ool wifth the glgotion, They bave juot begun,
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POLITICAL LETTER

: Auzust 1, 1562
A CRITIGAL TURNING POINT 1N DURDFTAN HISTORY:
Britigh Anti-Nucleer Hovements Coms Up Againat
State~Capituliem, Bussian and Franco-Gsrman Verieties,

Dear iriends:

Iz the Two Vorldg column on the Moscow-held "Porce and Isarzament”
Congress (IBL, Jma-July 1962), I dealt with Fhrushchev!s rocket rattling
speach, and asked: "Like the Tover of Pisa, neutralism has bsen found
to lean heaviiy in eno direction. A4re we now to witness & transforma-
tion into oppesite of the psople’s desirs for world peace into nothing

© but a whitewash of one of the two world puclear powersl”

Simce then I have roceived the anti-bomb leaflet that the fndus-
trinl subcozmitiee of the fommittes of 100 tried to distridute in Moscow,

" Obviously the merson who sent it to me (Esn Weller of Solidarity, pub-

lished in London and gupported by Sogialieme ou Barbarie, published in Pazs) -
thought I would be imressed, Far from belng inpressed, I wus astounded
at ths narrownes of the vision which leads. an exTrotgkylet sect to choge
thig time’ (1962) -and that place {HMoscow) for an attack on the Lenin of
192t, The wurrad mentality which congiders that this is what ie needed
presently in Rarushchevts Russia wuld ba of interest enly %o paychiatrists
3£, firatly, it were not for the fact that the ax-Trotekylst sect choses

8 sub~comtittee of the Committos of 100 am the guise for ita vropegands. at
the very moment when Xrushchav had: choser the anbi-nuclear movoments as
tho platform from wiich he would do- hig rocket rattling and malke politicael
proncunciansntos on the Pariin impesse, the Common Market and similsr
topics far outside ef the scope of the pesice movement, not to mention in
violation of its wvery re_"non for baing. Secordly, the revetition of the
0ld slander that Staliniez 1a the matursl outgzrowth of Loainiem as 4f 1t
wers a "new" Alscovory (although its "dimcovery" by the Social-Democracy
pradates it by over thres docades) will help expose the theoretical woid
in the Marxist movement since the denth of Lenin and thus help illvmia

- pats its imootsnoe wvhen faced .with & new stage of develocpment of ngld

-

capitaiiem, i.e., state sui.tals.m.

Stats CGapltajigm, !the Eggglg ;:I:ggg--cormn ‘Va.rietieg! Ard Ths Haug
Hovenentg

The two basic laws of eapltalist development-=the law of walus and
auzrplus value, on the one hand, and the law of the concentration and
centralization of cepital on the other hewli-——are in eonfilet with each
other, Thig contradiction is at the root g')t’ the zonsral criels of
capitalisn and prompted Marx to way that:




-l

o7 barrier o taliet production, is 1tal itaelf, It 4s
ths fact that cavital and its self-oxzension appaar ap the stazting and
closing point, ms the motive and aim of production; that production 4g
merely prodoction for cwpitel,asd not vice werss,’ the menrs of produs-
tion mara means for an ever urpending system of the 11fe process for

the Zanafit of the goclely of prodvears, !

Tnder—conmptionien, and henco 1iritations of the market ig

- iBhereat in tho mystem aad ap inhersnt to it amo the congtant techno- -
lozical revolutlona xhich compilat oma and the same time, ever expanded
rroduction of meuns of prodvetizn wnd ee:reh for merkats, Thls led to
the traseformaticn of compevatisr irnto 1is oppyeiia, monnpaly capitalism
which at the end of the 10th ocontwr, Proveht aluut internationsl care
tels ag well ae itparialist cotonies,” Tne siss of Geimasty np & techno-
logienlily mdvanced country thai came rather late on the sconea, and which
wen dissatinfied with the exinting redivigion of the wo=ld amongz the big.
powurs, led to Worid “ar I, : :

The Ruggian Revolution of 1917 wes prouf that the workers held to -
d1fferent ideals and realities about production, -Thovgh the capliclinte
in the reat of the world, wio wented to held on to their power were '
shaken up, they 214 nct went to bow to total gtate intervention, oven
vhera the gtais is capitalistie. ‘ o '

.. The 1929 Dapressglon brought the capitaliets droam craghing down to
enrth, Ammin it wap faced with threet of revolution on & world
#cale, This time, to one degree or another, the private capitalists to
enve the class of capitelists, bowed to atate intervention, State Plans .
girdled the whole globn from the New Deal in the United States %o Japente
Ce-Prospority gphere. However, thoe movemsnt to full etote cpoitallaon—
that transformation into ovpcsite from urivate monopoly vhich 7o fzdi- -
vidual oapitaliat :eets with elatinn——was corsurmated only in “talints
Bugeia mand Hitler's durmony, In the first cage it was neslble boonuse
the yrivate cepitaiisic had loug since been eliminated thy moletarian
reawlution; end .in the second ceope becaure the crisgiz in Gormany was
total, State mpitelism in a eirgle coustry wee insufficiont, hovever,
to golye the crisis; the need for centraiivation of cepital demaw’ed
Jebenerawm (Miving-roon"} and extended itself to contigunug macges of
espital, for example, on a Ewropean-wide scale,

‘Hitler hungered for a subordinate in Zurops to help Min achievs
in the whole of Europe vhat his fagelsts achieved in Germany, choosing
firat to f1irt with Great Britain (at Munich), and then with Russia
(with the Hitler-Stalin Pact). Bocause of the entagoniam to Russia,
the vrivate capftalistic world iolerated end encouraged Hitley, But
when it beceme clear both to Russia and the private capitalistic world
that Hitler's attempt at contrelization of Zurcvean capital was only &
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stepping stone to mastery of tha whole world, they came together as
the strangest aseortment of Allies (iu World War II) the world had ever
seen,

World ¥War II put an end to Hitler's ambitiong, It only served to
roune De Gaulle's, De Oaulle is taking over shers Hitler lefi off, this
time maling truncated Gerrany his subordinmte, Let's not forget olther
that Ds Gaulla's hallucinations of glory through the nuclesr club in-
cluge his "concapt! of Europa?s extension "t the Ural Mountains,® i.e.
into Hussim. In ambition, he indeed $s on a mar with Xhrushchev and
Eennedy, e-pecially now that he has succeeded in "solving" the Algerian
sar by keeping Algeria attached to France, while making mure that the
OAS ig more or leme intact momevbers within France and Spain for any
pogeibls future use.

W.F.J, may have reagon to belisve that he can still keep Weet :
Furope as o Junior pertner, becaus¢ in Europe as in Anerica ks alone has
total nuclear powsr, but nuclearly armed Xhrushchev knows it e & direct
threat to Russia, snd has decided to atart an all-out cammaign agalnst exy
guch consummation as the centralization of all of European eapltal, e
Even as Stalin in his dey lad a campaign againet the Marshall Flan,

. Xhyughchsv will try to- dirert all Zuropenn mnas movements to right

the common iarlet, O0f course this, as nert of the ovarsll ailm of
wrld mstery, i@ only vart, though a central .part; of the struggle
with tho United States al) cver the.wnrld,

Thig then ias the o'bﬁectivé situation that confronts the prole-
tariat ms woll as the peace movehants, Hov lat us see how wwll these
movements are proparsd to meet this threat to eivillzation.

The new stage in. the Commnn Market's evolution czused by the Hritish
apnlieation for entry has come at”a time wvhen the British iabor movement
has been minled to oppose the Common Market on its own empitalistic
grounds inatead of by proletariar internntionalism prasent in suchulogans
A the Socialiet Uhited States of Eurcpe, :

Thiz $a not the first time the Buropean working class has Yeen
divarted from true proletarian internationalism in the post—war world.
The first mislesders were the European Commumnists who slavishly followed
the foreign policy of Stalinist Pussia, The Marshall Flan could not
alons heve resatablished the capitalistic axic iz Turope (not to mention
1ts newest ramification—the De Gaulle-Adenausr axis) Af it had not been
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flowsrings ints s rewolutian,

Stalin fought the Marghall nlan purely out of Russian forelign policy
considerations and enly afiem 11) Stalin had 1ot the Nazis destroy the
¥arans Soviet whilo his armies gtood outside Warsaw's gates and let it
bleed to death, (2) As victor's booty, Russia took over all of East Eursos
at the »nd of World YWar 1I, (3) Then, in mrafsranca to allawvine any ra-
wolutiemary situation to mature in vost-war Franes, Stalin choge coalitien

vith De Gaulle, .

Enrushchev, in hin opposition %o the Common Merket, is follawing 4n

Stalin®s footsteps by Judglnzeverything from the viewpoint of Russia's )

- forelgn nolley intorests, He cannot, however, in the Great Britain of 1662
ape Stalin's capturs of the COT in the Franos of 1945, Being unadle to
latch on to the 3ritish trades uniom movement, he 1g latching on to the
antf{-nuclear movemonts {CID end the Committeo of 100) instend, He feeln
-free to splce hig influsnce with & good doee of anti-Germanchnueindsm,
The now De Gaulle-Adeonausr axies will maks it ezaler yst to disgulaes Russinn
chauvinlem as "anti-fascism,” Lest, as preluds to World VWar III, ws mllow
ourselves in for & new harror variety of the Eitler-Stalin paci which gavs
the green light to World War II, it 1s imperative that we not only met )
the record straight on the now gtage of world capitaliem but point to the
suldden appearuncd of wpecinliged Lenin hatere in ‘the Rritish anti- nuclear
myvements through an analjeis of this muchwpublicized but 1ittle dtstriluied
anti-boub leaflet, ’ _ .

et

Zhe Invirers of the Anti-Bomb Leaflet -

¥Politics of the Bolshevilko,® proclaims the anti-bomd leaflet, “nover
allo wed the workers to take powsr over production 4n their pwn hande.® (2)
Obvicusly not too weighted down by & mense of hisbsry orf the greatest pro-
letarien rowlution in history — %ho 1917 Sugsinn Revolution —- this N
gratuitous "conclusion" followed another off-tho-top-of~the-head statcments
*The revolution brought about fundamental changes in pruperty relations, But
it 244 not reselve the central contradictien of a class soclety, precisely
the one bstween the rulsrs and ruled Sp production,”

Ae *proof® of this, the suthers of the Yeaflet jump from the perlod of

revolution to the garbied statesment by lLeain during the psriod of retreat to
limited private capitalism —. the New Xconomic Policy of _19?.’1. Obviownly
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these writors saw s parallel between the Ruscla of 1962 apd the Rugsia of
1921 which, Ifar from telng armed with H-Yonbs, lay ss oxhausted from world
war, civil wr, comter-ravolution, sconomic stendstill and ocutright otarva-
tion that even & Hoover Oommission felt 1t necessary first of all to help
fosd the ntarving millions of Bolshevik Russia, _

fhig 1p not the first time ws meot this particular political tendency
salch 12 so oatsn up wvith fintred of Lenin that it ocan see no other problem,
Last year its. theiretician, Paul Gerdan, rughed to Yring out & lenzthy stete-
ment on "The Meaning of Socialisn® waich proclaimed that Lenin Mwns aleo
relentlessly repsating from 1917 until hie death that production should be
organized from sbove along 1gtato-capitalist-1inest,#(3) V¥a then wrotes,

Outslde of statements mads by Dommunists and eapitslista o I
know of no greater lle thar the one contuined in the gquotation from
Gurdan, I7 the writing of STATE ARD REVOLUFION en the eve of the Novem-
Yer Tevolution, and the leading of the actval Russian Revelution are mot
the grestest examples = in theory and in 1ife’ — of the gpontaneous
actions of the miZlione of pecple tearing everything np Wy ita roots
and crasting s new society in the vast expanse of Ruseia and inspiring
the rest of the world by this greatest Wistoric crestive act, then, Just
as a1l wordg have lost their msaning in (owmmigt hands, €0 have all -
actions lost their meaning fn tho hands.of this socislist —— and there

exists only the convolublons of thig one minld grasping the ‘meaning of
socialian® outsids of the context of higtory, of theory and of fmcts ~~

Ao proof of his slanderous staterent, Oardan quotes from on )
ot Lonin'a speeches (*rhe Immediate Tueks of the Soviet Gm-vez-zumszw."'i_-1
those pesmges (TP, 332, 32, M5 - 8.V, Vol VIi.} vhich relate to the
poasibility of utilizioe the "aylor eystem,” So fantaatie would thet
be a summtion of Lenin'e 1ife and works that Cardan himpelf is forced
to comments- "We ars nc batter ravolutioparies than Lenin, We are only
_ forty years older}® ‘ ' :

Howover, this is aaid only to give lip wervice to Lenin as
frevolutionary, ¥ In reality, this left-handad compliment which is
pupoaed to prove that 1t is fhot m quastion of denigrating Lenin, "
perves to make Stelinisn seem logiemlly to floy from Leniniem, Thbus
fordan writes in that same fouinote: "We believe these conceptions, this
sublective factor, played an enormovs role in the degeneration of the
Yusgion Revolution ees we can sse today the relationehip between the
views he held and the later reality of gtaliniesm,”

Oardan is standing evarything on its head, Ko “subjective™
fector eould sver have produced an objective gituation — the new stags
of capitalism, state canitellam, and the accession to powsr of & naw
Gingg in Russia — shere state capitalien hal been thecretically pro-
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dicted by Mars 100 yoars back and &lacerned by Lenin in reality msarly
& half centdiry ago .ese Woro wo eoven to gay that a single article could
fun W an entira revolutiorary poriod, wuld it gtiil not be incumhant
upon the apslyst te summarisso the shigls of the article? That spssch
consinted of more, & groat deal more than thoge quotations used dy Cardan,
Thet wpeedh analysed the principle task of the proletariat to bs Tthe
pozitive or creative work of setting up an extremely intricate and subtle
systen of new orgenizations) relationships extending to the planned
production end dtetridbution of the zoods raquired for the sxlstenes =f
tens of milliona of people. Such a rewlution cen bs caurried out only
4T the mejority of the porulation, and primrily the majority of the
tollers, dieplay independent historicel creative spirit,,, By creating
& naw Soviet type of stats, which gives the opportunity to all the toilerz
and the messos of the oppressed to take an active part 3in the indepsndent -
© bullding of a xew soclety; vy solved only a cmall part of this difficult
p::o’olg?. The principle difficulty lies in the economic sphers.® [ Yal, VI
e N . : .

1

A fov wonthg after the publicaticn of our analysis we re mived a lotter
from Paul Oardsn asking for the privilege of & Mrief reply.® We assurcd hip
we wuld be only too happy to pudlish anything he wrote in his ow defemse,
Bowovor, no manugeript arrived and we never heard from him aguin,

' The only thing that has bapypened iz the intervening year ix that hs changed
the quotation fyom Lerin from one he uttersd in 198 to one he made in 1920,
and ghanged the place of distribution of his original (sic) interpratation of
Lenin from London and Paris to Moscow, .The precccupatinn with anti-Leniniem
ig s> parenount to- the author that, for its uwvelling in Moacow, he choss to
oingle out -for attack the Lenin of 1921, rather than the Fhrushctiev of 1962,
0.E.s 1oty g2t to thig man's concept of the "original ein,™ o

"In 1521 Lenin wroto," contimues the leaflat, "VIt 1s absolutely iwperative
%that powsr in the factory be woncentrated in the hands of managament, Conse )
quently, the direct intervention of the tradss mniocns in the managemsat of the
soonomy must be looksd at ms abmoluiely harmful and forbidden,' This 13 ‘
typiml of the whole fdeclogy of the party leaderghis in thig period, Therein
1les the roots of Stalinign,?
Although the authors of the leaflet went to great langth to find the
Hinelan text to buclk its more famous quotation of Maxrx on the primecy of pro-
dustion relations, no reference is mafle to the text from which Leninls state=
mexts are taksn, I have found no guch quotation in the works of Lenin for
the yoar 1921, but the 1922 Contral Committee Statement, on ™he Bole amd
Tanlks of the Prade Unions updsr the Conditions of the Wew Beonomic Polieyf
Qdoes contain parts of it, ,('-I-) The firet sentence about the neel of concentra-
ting power in the hands of msnsgement, upon shich the “consequently® of the
socond gontenes 1z based, 13 not 4n the Statament, Horeover, it should have
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bebooved the suthers of the leaflet at least to exlain that Pmamsgoment¥ of
production, even if 12 concernsd the newly-allowed smll capltalistic eater-
wrises, bad reforsnoe, 3ot to s epitaliat, but a wvorkers' state. Indssd, the
vhole basiw Zer sllowing the ratreat to some priwvate entororise free frade in
this eritical pariod of the 1ife of the yomng vorkers' state, was besed on the
fact that "the comranding haights® == .the political state with 1ts soviets —
renainsd ia the handa of the workers, In the Statement, howsver, the strese
1¢ on ths now conlitions crested by the EZP, The single gentenco as it appears
47 thst Stotsment, resdss "hder there conditions every 8Arsct intervention of
the trade wniong in the munagement of tha enterprises muat be considersd uncon~
d1tionally harmful and insdminsidle,®.

" The very next sentence, houvsver, which thie authors of the snti~bamd lesflet,
442 not fesl odliged to quote, rexdet "Byt it would be sbeolutely incorraect to
interprat this indieputable truth in the sense of a rejection of the trades
unlens in the socinlist organization of industry and in the mnagement of otate
industry,® It then procesds to list the forms of trade umion participcilons
¥,,,the trndes unlons mmust oxpocizlly be schoole of mansgezment of soclaliet in-
dustry (and later grodmlly in agricalturs) for the entire working clase and
then for all toilers,®

Ths authers of the ieaflst, bowsver, are in o groat g hurry %o sesign the .
Wpoots of Stalinism! &o ®Holshevimn® that they make the single sentence Igypionl
of the wiole 1doology of the party jeadsrship in this period," This, despite
the fact that (L) contrary to the Stalinist monolith, the Centrel Cormittes in
Lenin'e tims incluled thelr favorite laaders of the "Workers Cpposition®,
(Xolleatal), not to mention (Z) that Wthis pericd¥,which they labsk 1922, im~ .
¢lodes the post ug of 11 trade wiion detates, the oné between Lonin, Troteky,
and Shlyapnikev s which dabato Lenin based on tha thesls that "Our present
state 1g such that the entirely organized proletariat magt protect itself and
grast utilize the workers? organizations for the purpose of protocting workers
from their ovn stato...."(6} - ' ' .

Instead of dsaling with specifics of either yopteryear or roday, these
quotation jugglers find it easier, via & "moglcal® leap of four critical decadas,
tc act as i1f nothing of fundamental impertance happoned tetvesr 1921 and 1962,
After all, if one is preoccupied with "gensral principles® how can he be
Interested in the grecificy of such ervcial years as the 1929 crash wiich
Yrought on a naw stage of yorld capitalism, or the Stalinist gounter-rovolution
vhich transformsi the workers' state into e state-capitalist socioty, much
1ess Ehrughchovis faks de-Stalinization and clain to return to "L oninian®§
HavingVestablished® Lenin's guilt in 152 to tholr satisfaction, they feel no
compuleion to deal with fairly coatemporary features such as the Hitler-Stalin
Pact vhich gave the gresn light %o Yorld War II, the world war itself vhich
Brought with 4t the develomment of the A-bomb and the pressat divinion of the
wrld into two, and only two, muclear gisnts, much lees Thrughchevts anti-Gernan
chouviniam, '
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Should the fanocent think that $t's anly becsuse the lsaflot’ would, of
Dacessity, hava hadl to be ninsegraphed in Londox befors departure, not in
Moscow dirsctly after Mirushchey had spoken, let them remenber that anti-
German chauviniam was not a new product enunciated bty Zhrushchev on July 10th,
Quite the contrary: thers it wmgy muted to sing more loudly the anti-Amarican
Berlin stand, The chauvindat Poison has bonn spread by EKhrushchew for some
yoars and is egpoclally aimed at the anti-muclear movements sincs these have
ettempted to 1imit their intersst to "disarmament” and "peace” and, in
Ehrushchev!s viev, will accept anvthing which way bo made to appenr to g0 in
that dirsction,

Zot thas record whew that the leaflat 414 come out agalnet )1 bomds and -
d1d appeal for intermationsl solidarity, to the Russian proletariat ebove the
heads of their lezders.  But "Anglo-Saxone” thought 1921 se relewsat to today
a3 to dreg it inte a leaflet ageinat the bomd for no accidental reason, They '
are woll awmrs of the fact that the Russisn ig stesped in Marrigm and Leniniem
Zot beotause Ehrushchev compels them to study it, but because they are the gons
of the Revolutien, in snd out of Stalir-Thrushchey prissns, as the 1953 Yorhwta
revolie revoaied all over again, These leaflot writers should at least alse
have besn aware of the faet that the complete works of Lenia are sveilablo %o
the Rusplans, and they wil) not cesily be misled br one santence quoted out of
context, On the contrary, they uill question the veracity of the lsaflet
writerg, ocinl 8 many of them are invo n ition te Thwu ov!

pagquarade ns p Teniniat ® as well as dailz'fight;ng the State FPlanners in

production,

The ignorance of the wnderground movament in Ruseia (agnin bath in prigon
and in the factory {?) ) ty no means exhausts all the blank spots in-the mindg
. of the leaflet writers, - ’

The wrgancy of the times that hold over sivilization the very question of .
its survi damands that they atop Msipz pther movenents to accomplish eop-
tarian ends, 1f only for reasons that for such "popular front pames® the
Bussian Commumniats are expert ard will much more easily "taks over.® Iatter
feos the movements with the threat of a 1ive Ehrushehev than a dead Lenin,

The anti-zuclear movements who fight the med onrugh of tha rulers of the
wrld towarde n miclear holccaust, as well as the working clags which deily
vrposes the automated apsed-up wet by the aaoitalist class, must pause to conw
sidor the coincldence of both ihe powerful Khrughchev end the powerless sects
swrning into the movetant to wge it -for thelir pPurposes, All - wheother 4n
Britain or Pugsia, the Unitsd States or Afrion, India or Japan (wvhore tha
schimms 42 tho nuriesar movoment has sppearsd precisely on the roint of bresk
with Communism and peturn to ths original Humntium of Marx eyd the Leninigm of
"State and Rovolution"} — al) fighters for a new soclety on truly buman hee
glanings must fact the Ja¥ in our atomeridden world, There is mo Ha;‘: to moa~"

LI . " * 1. wrgiitat . o
- . R ,

b. q. . . .
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lyst the latest stage of werld capitalist devslopment, There 1s no Lentn to
anzlyze the new problems in state and revolution caused by the sxistence of
H-bembe and glotel rockets, BSurely we need to some better armed to facs the
totality of the cripls of thig epoch than the ta“tersd dress in shich thope .
loaflet wwiters revived an old debats, Far from theredy clearing up the 7ast
in & manner to 31luminnte the present, thoy only expoesd their own nakodnsag °
in theory &nd in fact,

¥At the panalty of death® = to'use Marx's expression of the need to .
resolve the crisis in eapitalistic production — men must face with sober sanses
the relations of man to man at the peint of production and 1n soclety in 1962,
ot 1921, : :

e RAYA
JOOTHOIZS

(1) CAPIM. Vol. III| Ps 293! .

(2) Since the leaflet was want to me in Rugsinn I am tranedating ©... it tack
‘ into English and the phrageolozy may thersfore not bs the same ag 2 the
original Engligh, - -

€3) It 45 about timo that the use to which Lenin put the oxuression -m- atabes

., c¢apitalism — e not deliborately confueed with ite modern usage, Lenin .
used the expresssion %o stress that the mationalization of industry can be
done either under capitalist aystew or wnder a workers' state, Tiua he
oalled the NE? Mstate moitalisn? and ssid there was ncthing to fear from
it alnee "tho commanding heighta®, 1.,e, state powsr wes in the hands of
$he workers. On the other hard, when he feared that the bureaucratization
of the state epparatus and "komchvenstve® (Commmist 11es) may lesd "back
townrde eapitalism®, ha did mot use the expression, fstate capitelism,* Im
all coses, he was tallkdng, ot about theory but about the actuel state of
affairs in hig lifetime, What tho post-lenin generationg have baen witness
to in etate wupitulism as it was, theoretically, envigaged by Marx ag. the ,
"vltimate of capitalist development when ths concemtration and centraliration
of capital raached the point of goncentration "in the hands of one single.
s2pitalist or one single maplialist corporation? ard as it actvallycnms teo
be, not eonly in Staliniet Russin, and Narl Germany, but a werld phenomensn

. Mithout any fcommandine helghtaP controlled rkerg, The suthour of "The

Meaning of Socialiem®, as sll radicalo, are well snovgn awars of the fact
that ite current usage 1s diffsrent from it usage by Lonla, tmt 4insict on
mddying the waters for their own narroy purposes, ] .

(4) Zenin, Gellacted Works, Yol. 27 p. 151, 1937 edition, Moscow, in Huseian
only i '

v
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() MARXISH 4D YREXOOM, (b XIT, Mhat Haproes After?

(6) Lonin, gole ¢od Works, Wl, IX, p. 9

‘Wyr the Tewslt in the ferond lador ommps resd *Yorkuta® Ly Josoph Bchokmery

i for the goptimusug ravolt of the Runeisn proletarist against the Bussian
State Flanners, resd (h, XIIl, "Busgian State (pitaliem vs, Workora! Revolt®
sn MARXISN AND ZREEDOM. Let's aleo mot forget Chins,( See Special Supple-
gent on Nao Tee~twng, Janunry 1962, News and Letterg,) .
The "do-Stalinization” cempelgn itzelf was dus to the fact that. both

in Russip and East Burops ae well ae in the new continent 4n pevolt ~—Africo.w,

the magses were Tinding their way to the Marxiem and Leninigm before they '

had besn trenaforvel into thelr opposite—the Comzmist totalitarisniem of

our day. Ho oy geods more adept at putting blinders om himself than the

old radical vho limits his concept of "new”, not to the objective worid, tut

to hiz subjactive "Slscoverica” about what freally” heppenef 4n the old

44 sputes, - . :

T T T




HEWS & LETTERS 8751 Grand River Dotroit 4, Mich, ZI-8-7053

EPPCIAL DOUBLR I85U% POLITICAL LyTTERS Nos. 38 & 39,

YHICH WAY NOW? West Afrios Under tha Jzpaot August 15,1562
of Conzmicn and Neo-Colonialism,

frdisorts Tote: Again we &re publishing for our Tosfors the full versicn

of the articles on Africe that vill be publishsd in sbbreviated version 1n
AFRICA TODAY 4n Haptember, This wil) compluds the maries on Africe that

wore written from ‘Africa during Baya's atay in Vost Africa,)

Dany Friends: , ) .
The troveler in West Afrios vho 4s at all spnsitive o

fraofon’s ¢21l s wmdsr & compulsion fren ths nuréa of the iibarntion ROV~
Bont to becowo "engaged in the struggle,® The dynamism of "Freedom Now®
infuses ven 614 idese with a forca cepadle of ploroing throuch eny shisld
of apathy, |

‘Whather one s in Ghana, . the ®oldost® of the nam—in'a,p.nd.af.
Africean atutn. or 11 the (I-nn'bu, vhi.ch han .iust .nbarkod on the rcmd- to
Magendanno with its ettainnent of internal eelf-governmgnt on Kay Jlet,
the obagrver is swept into the tids of indopandence, Hy ntaps 1oolcing 4o
on f-ho tribel langusgzes 83 restrictive and, insigal, gains an enormous Tec=
pect for them us & woipon which forged African lelidartty degpito the divisive-
naos of the nglish and ¥rench languages. - Vhen caked his homgland, an
African frigrd simply mta YAfricen®, refusing to spacify which cowatry
in order not Fio sonforn to the divisions set wp bty the Eiropeans,”




P

A mild American dsmurrer that thara are "too many tridal langumgez”
brought a heated resnonse th'.t thers 1o alweyo some Africen who fmows the
othar tridbe's langurge. Indeed, the sowmd of a single drum beat, or the
got2d of a truck with party flng flying, bringe out an sntire villags. In
less time than it talmg the European traveller to get out of the truck,
811 tribes bove mpsembled, with 2 mingtrel nresent to tranmmit Joudly for
all to hear, wvithout benefit of wireless, the voice of the most bashful
of any trive, In a flagh the bantaba btecomes transformed from a nlace
of gousip to one charged vith mlitiml discugssions lasting far into the
the night. On many occasions I have had cause to doubt that Africans €leop
at all! )

Depnite the exhiliration of the mass mobilization it ie necessary to
proba the blesk reality of vhat Is coldly ealled Fthe problems of the
underdsveloped economissf-—the' general poverty that ig not restrietss sither
to "the bush" or the city slum, but embraces also.the elite az well as the
earth itpelf, It would be saeler to get under the umbrella of "Afrlicen

- goeialisa® end to see "no need for the bitter polarisstien of socielist ideas
_that 1g part of Burovsan history."(1} But it is impossidle to write of
‘African socialism when ene dismisses ths division between Casablanca and
Nonrovia, and conpouwnds this error by 1solating himsgelf from s confrontation
with the opposing forces within iis newly indenendent African patioma, The.
truth $s that the African Revolutiona have reached the erossrosds 80 early
in their develovment that éven the revorter who svades an apnswer must at
least nose the question: ™ich Way How't’“(l)

Ro doubt the impact of the world strugzle between the tw nuclear
world titans has hastened this repercussion on the African continent, As the
recent otrikes in Chana showed, however, not every development cea bo abtri-
buted efther to the Cald War or to the machinatious of outsiders.(2) The
ntrilkes rovealed an internal dualism which vitlates the deslgnatlons of Left,
Bizht, end Conter within the indewanlent countries, The "LoftP has become
'Ihght" in 4%g attitude to labor. )

Ghans is & eobering experisnce, FNo sooner had thig reverter been on
the vergs of deciding that the lesdership of this country has cressed the ]
Rubicon over to the Communist orbit, than she would mest Africans, from eoun~
tries that are etill colonies, vho smesk of Ghana as the haven for those
fighting for independenca, One then becomen opiressively aware that neo~
coloniulism is not a myth invented by Communists, but a palpable fact of 1ife
threughoul Africa, It thus becomes immossille to write of the impact of
Communi g wilthout also writing of tha reality of colonialiem and neo-coloniallgm,

..Ln'L as Fan-Africaniam covers un, rather than discloges, the rescon for the
existence of two differsnt Africen blocs, 8o African soclalism, by shich both
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the intellectual and the workar eswears, beclouls rather than 1lluminaten’
the opnosition batween Harxien amd Communism, The popularity of Harxiem
among the wido mmsses, and the leadership's tendentiel fall into the
Commumist ortit, 4s not one and the sama t'ing, ¥ar from these two forces
pulling in the same direction, as they &1d during the struggles for inde—
pendence, Jenders and ranks now pull in different directiome, They may
not yet have dsveloped into two opposing class forces, but thsy have already
emerged za varying attitudes giving different answers to that crucial quas-

tion: Wnieh Way Fow?

The guperior air of the noneliarxist who speaks of the "desceiving simp=
1icity of Morxisn dialsctice®(3) haa deliberately closed hip sears to the
yuleg announced by the varticipanta, .The proof liss not in the c¢lajimere or
disclalmars of the efficacy of Harxzian dalectics, The proof lles in the
actoalities of the African devolopment, The outside obserwver who speaks of
Marxign-a theory of man's self-emancipation--ani Communism-—the practice
el ata.te—cauitaiisﬁ exploitation—eas 1f they wore opme and the same phenomanon
Tars an nbjad‘.ivo. rational anproach to the African reslity which is eont.r.:-
Mctory. eotplex, pluri—dimensioml. . , ‘

!n the atru‘gle for the mnda of men, the only leind of struggle that
can be won in this nuclear 8sgo, the veritable econepiracy botweon tho nited _
States and Bussia to force an identity detween the two ,irreenneunble apoosites——
Marxism and Communigm-=binde the tands of "the West," .t does not bind tha
hands of Russla shich, at one and the cams time, uses the Marxist 1am.gmgo
of fresiom and yractices the Commmist tedinigus of power, Uhe Sommunieis
hava chogen twe majar srens of cencentration: (1) the trades unions, und
(2) the edncationsl fisld, with erpecial emphasia directed to the u'rlcanhtu.

Moseoy and Accra Versions of the 4ATO0F

The cu.nn'blanaa group shich, laat year, ut 1 the All-African Tradas
Union Federation {AATUY), has given Russis its first chance since the Conge
crisis to axpand its i‘oothold. in Africa, Russin hopes thereby to rely on a
more lasting weapon than Hoscow gold (though this i avialable ag needed),
and that is the affinity of minds at this specific jJuncture of history.

* Ghapaisn trade union officiale met ag if the Moy 195) Casablanca
Conference setting up the AATUF 4s & direct outgrowth of ths Necember 1958
All Peoples Conferance decision to set up an African trades union bdy, XNo
explanation 1s made shy it took three years to conaumte so simnle & declisien.

The World Pedaration of Trades Unions (WFPU} led & most btarren arxistence
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during the four—year period, 1957-1961, vhen 2 Afriean netions gained thaiy
" indenendance without any help from Russia, WFTU had not so much as held &
conventlion throughout all these years. However it hurried to send out a eall
for 2 world coanvention when Casadlanca establishod the AATUF in Hay, 1961,

The cenvention wma held in Hoscow during Decembder, 1961, VWhile WPTU offered
no sxplenation for nat meeting since 4ts 1957 sonventisn in Lalfpaip, 2% g
full of explanations &s to shy thers hnd been a thres-year lapme batwasn the
decision of the All-African Pooples® Confersncs of Decembar 1958 to sat up

an all-Africen trades union group, and {ts actunl formation in 1961, Thig,
Moscow explained, wne all dus to the Fintriguss and machinations” of the
International Conference of Free Trade Unions {ICFTU) which had forever called
¥eounter—conferences,” On the very dateg planned by the Findependent mational
democracles” to set up thie indepindant movement, the *neo-colonialiats frup~
trated nll attempta, It "follows" the Cssadlanca methed of czlling the ovor
whelming majority "the gplinter group," and theminority of five, fthe wmifiers,”

The manifesto of the WFTU, which met in Hoscow December 4-15, 1961, reada:
"The WFYU conaldery the creation of the AATUF a great victory for the forces
fightines for unity of the African trads union movement, The fight for wnity
of ths African trade uniohs baged on antiwcolonialignm agalnet the new forms
of colonial oppression, agelnst tmoerialignm, fewdaldsm and reasction, deals .
severs tlows fo the splitting elements representod by inpurialism and the
'ICFTT, The AATUF ‘can raly on theeincere friendehip of the WITU which extunds
& helping hand to them, . . . . ‘ ,

¥o sincercmeter has been invented to gauge Momcow's friendship, There 1s
no -doubt, however, that 1f it Aidn't iunsplre the creation of AAFTY it scertainly
congyired to infiusnce 1te direction thersafter, Ibrshim Zakaris, Secretary
- of the WITU, discovered a similarity batweon the stand of the AATUF and
Ehirushchev!s 1960 UN spsech which had-baen made the thesis of the 22nd Bussian
. Cormmint Party Congreas. Ee sunrariyed it in the main speech, "For ths
Abolition of Colonialigm,™(l) .

Yigainat Neo=Colonializm® bacame the piwt, the very reason for the
exigtence of the African trales unions whather they wvers inm independent courne
tries or otharwlaso, With this, WFTU eaw its chance to lead the struggle from
the "ineide?against the "outsider" ICKTU. The overly-willing insider chosea
for this role is Ghana, '

*The Wew Structurs” of the Ghanafmm TUC
Hothing 1s #aid now, by either Ascra or Mowcow, about the fast that Xweme

Hrumh himpel! addressed the firgt African Reglonai Orgmization, an arm of the
ICITU, in Acere 4n 1967, Nor is anything sald that, after the wnion body was
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talksd about, it was nsver as ome that would have me intornstiomal relations,
‘Far less 1o any mention made of the fact that the Ghana Trades Union Congress
wvae itgelf mffilinted with the ICFMU, and its Genersl Secrotary Jehn X, Tettegah
was a favorite thero for his regular attacks on the WFTU as a fworld threat,”

The asesesination of Lummbg and not the 1958 decision for an all-Afriean
copgress of trals unionlets, motivmted the establichment of the AATUY at
Camablanen, This 244 not win over the mejority of the majority of the 1nde-
vendent African wtates, Meanvhile, the internal developments within the newly
indaperdent mations had brought about a division bstwsen the lazdsrahip ard
the ranks of the workers who had haretofors besn united in the strugele for
national lidbaration. )

When I got to Accra, in April 1962, the massive strikes had ended. John
'Z, Tattegah had been relieved of. responsibility for the "internal affairg" of
the Ohanalan Trades Union Congress, and had bean wont to Lagos to find head-
quarters for the AATUF, Thoge two inserarnbleg—digcipline of your own woTkereg,
,and "leadership” over other African countrios-~are, of course, the datermining
factors in the country's develowment interrelly and its foreign relations,

The April 7th dosue of the Ohana Trades Union Cingress News Pulletin raports

that the fmew structure” the trades unions have adopted 18 "based on Marxian
principleg.” They tuwrn out to be a typlcel Communist statifiention of the
tredes unlons, their "morged with the governing party, in this cage of course
the CFP, Since Ewame Nkrumsh is never quite satipfisd with eomething ag nop=
porasonral as "FonvAfriconisn" or Africen Socialiem,” tho trades wnion congress
weg organized wder the tanner of Plowerd Boaumaign,” The Hews Bulletin
asosures us that "0sagyefo himpwlff launched that slogan, but falls to tell ue
yhat Hirumalan 1m, Vhen I interviewed Mr, Magnua-Jeorge I did not aok for fur-
ther ornlightensent’ on that gquastion, but limited myeolf to queations mas to the
lons of independence of the trades union movemsnt with their marger with the
FP. A Plustery individuel, Mr. ‘Megnus-George spoke belligerently, "We do mot
see the reasous iy people in Furome always agk us Wby we are an integral part
of the (P, It ia not their businees to tell us wbat to do, Ye're living in
a fres country and can do what we 1ike, We're gn integral part of the FP apd
havo no separats trade union eard, ... We'rs golnz to atep up produetivity with
the Threo Year Development Progrem (July 1961 to July 1964) and we don't oote to
the moint of Ameriemn wildmts," : )

The last remark was in resronse to oy interruption vhich pointed to the
rscant atrikes in Ghans and intimated that perhapz the Gharaian wrksrs wers
following the example of the Amsrienn workers wio, when their trade wmion leadpe
ship refuse to authorire a striks for legitimte grisvancen, "wildest,? "t will
te very interssting for you to know," continued M¥r, Magnus-Georgs with an aix
of digcovery, that any tipe there 1s a misundergtandirg with the stats and
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worksrs dow toolm, shien their griewmnces are rodressed, they werk froe to mke
up logt time,” He then proudly vointed to & letter of hiu that appenrad in ’
that day'e press which cengratulated the workers in the Ende Match Factory who,
"euidad by the spirit of duty-consciousnsss, patriotism, and love for the mation
voluntarily worled overtima to incresse the cut-nut of produstion from the feoe
%ory." Evidently, in line with tha gpirit of "Osn.gyefo the Prepident™ Hr,

' Hagnua-George had sleo contrituted hie "humble donation of L5 with which the
workers of the Eade Hatch Factory can have a soclal party for enjoyment,":
Rocksfsller with his gharitable dimes Aidn't do less!

: Magous-Oeorge's vatarnaliem extended to the Negro Americans though they

wera not Africans--"They don't have land here, 4o thay!"—tut for whows bans—
_ 3t Ghana nevertheloss fights America. for "its color discrimipation.” In hia
aitempt %o dony that the pattern of both internal irade-unlon and party strvuo-
ture as wall as in relntions to other indspendent African countries, Ghana
followad the Moacow pattern, the Deputy Secretary first stated "We have always
collaborated vith Yugnslavia® as if that oroved they were not communist but
®aocinlist, adapted to African realiticn. Somshow he failed to include Sn
that also Zant Garmany, althougti 4t is its Mfras" trades union's slozan——"Pro-
ducs more in the pame time for the ssme monoy®({5)—which 1s most elavighly
copled 4n Ghana, He did cits one example which did not bow to the Commumigt
line: Mfe collaborats with Histadrut(6) even thouh it is u member of the
ICFTU; wo work as equnls with them; we don't have to affiliate to them, They
taach‘ua trade wion structure snd don't ask guestions about Commmiem, ms
the ATI-CI0 alwsys does. (Your now thet Gaorze Meany offered us soms scholar-
shing, Dut we refusad, 'We don't went. our people slweys pliad. with qusstiong
about eommun.ism). . .

.0n tho decigiva quagtion of the’ relationshin to ].a‘bor. the loss of 1ndo-
pendence of thelr trade union organization, the vpposition to tha austerity
‘budget and forced savings, the corvlaints of poor housing and tad working
conditions, the trade union official would not bulge at all from the Joaition
that 4t wae not for %a European” to question. "Americans always writs llen

anywy,"

Casallanca and Dalmr

In the interval bBetwesn the Casablanca Couference and the adoption
ef the new tradea union structure by the Ghansiang, & gathering of African
trades unfoniste from the Monrovia dloc, plus Tanganyiks which had Just goined
its indmenden:-e. met at Dakmr, The venom of Casablanca lmew no btoundg, In
the interview I had with Mr. Megnus-Oeorgs, Denuty Secratary of the Ghana TUG
ho bdellowsd that *Tom Mboys wes a leckey of the ICFTU which establishod iteslf
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as vart of neo-colonialisnm.,,If the Higerian trade union dossn't Join the
AATUF, we ghall intervret that as m otad in the back,® Lest I may have thought
that hip venom was limited only to Eemgm and Nigeris, he handed me the offieial
organ of the Capablanon trades wmion group, "The Attt ean Worker,"

Its odition of Janvary-February, 1962, is wholly devoted to the Daimar
peeting, The from muge editorial is prefaced by e gquotation from "Business
Yeek" te the sffect that "Tha cold war hag made the .work of the big U.S. :
unions virtually a State Departmeat enieroriee.® {Tho ICFTU, for their part,
‘make the eems type of amalgam in reverse.) (7) This Kremlin-like amalganm is
thon carried through thua: (1) The Dakar conference was a remilt of "dmper—
4alist inesired srovocations of gome of our trothers” ,.. "A hardful of pup-
pet African trade unionists” were invelved in a Y0ongpiracy with the ICECU,
the most vemompus specimen of neo—colonialiem in action,” :

Yo fewar than three cartoons carry out the same theme with the African
*brothers" being denicted, for the most part, in white faces, each Lolding &
tag of American dollars, The caption reads: Miorkers of Africs, beware of
peo-colonin) INFESTED ereas!!”" (The double sxlamatlon mark, and the extrss
large lettering for the word INFSSTED are from the originsl—1in'oth Englich

.

gnd French at that.)

Another kind of erascendo 1s reachod in atteking the Tunlslan delegate,
" Ahmed T141%’ whom 1%t calls "the Judas of imperialists azd vhom 1t addresses aa
follows: "Wa hear your IFTU comferdation of es-called African Trades Unlons
. promigss ‘moral, financial and legel support for defalned Ghamaian trade
unionists!,” Tha "letter" goea on: ¥ho are these "renegades of your ilk through
shem you think you can achiove the wicked and dishclicel machinations sesizned
to you by the ICFIU rascale against Ghana and Africa." . Tt finighes off.with a
typical Btolindst stool pidgeon mct: MAnd by the way are you a loysl citizen
ef your own country~=that is i1f ever you care less about the vhole of Africal®

I a1an't get to Tunieia bo interview Hr, T11i1 , but I @14 get.to Deknr
and interviewsd Alioune Ciess, of the Senegnl TUC, who is presently Ambassador
to Guinea. Hs tried to assurs me that *Toure, Senghor, Niomah are all fiiemds,
fhig (pointing to the copy ef the "African VWorker™ I had beer given in Ghana,’
and handed to Minm ) 5@ mere propaganda. Tho trouble is that, though the -
Casablanca groun are only five, and at Dalar 41 organizations frem ah African
countriss in West Africa, Bmsi Africa, Madagasear, Tundsle and Libya, were
present, the five want to speak for the whole of Africs see But owr orlentation
4o Pan-African, and wa will 211 get together and work matters out,"

Yhother sich seurrilous writing cen be dismissed as "mere propaganda” that
will disappear, the truth ias that the Selationghip of the trades unione to the
mapa of the workers is the nub of the guestion,
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The ™"new trade unien structure” brings into focus how orgenic is their
affinity to established Commniem, thet essumed nsme of contemworary state-
eapitaliste, Under the circumstances it is on’y fitting that this sectiorn on
the trade union structure end with a quotation of the much malSgned African
trode union leader whe hepds the Gnmbla Woriera TUnion, M.Z. Jellow: TBelieve
me wiat hag happened (the attacks of Uasadlanor Yrzede wnion leaders on those
sho met et Dakar-~rd) is worse than the worst dons by ordinary ooliticians,
He sren't interasted in Kbeye emd T131 25 indivi¢ual leadars. Dus Shey
have great maagses of workers who follow and respact them and for shose inter-
este they fight, anl vhen you attadtthem in cuch & manver,..I hnve the highegt
respect for Presidents Toure and Nikrumeh as fighterg; they are trying to adapt
socialien to African realities, but, to be realistic, the AATUF was budlt wup
for 1deologleal reasong, And now in Ghana thay call workers! strikes 'labor
indiceipiine.’ We will never bow to such an attitude to labor, 1 thipk the
workern! interests come first, In the Cambis here we otay neutral s between
the political parties, We would oppose any vreposition to give wp our trads
union independence, We fight for workera? rightg and that is the fimction of
all trades wnions, We will not bow 40 an organlization that calls workers’
atrikes "labor indigcipline, "

¥igerisn Independencs Vs, Neo=Colonialism and Oommuniem

Some there may bave been who wers ptartled by Nigerials accusation of
fgudbvergion” bty Ghana, 'and Ghasa's cholce of appending to her denial of sub-
. vorgion the designation that Higeria wes nothing but & "nesp-colonised rezime,t
" Otherg, no doubt, will consider the sccusation ag nroof of thelr theais that -
Ghana ig one of the centers of "Russia's Gamble for Africa.® (9) .

Fregident Sekou Toure, on the other hand, thinks the protlem is easily
repolvable and hap offered himgelf as peacemsker, Since Higeria and Chams
are moot certainly not planning a shooting war, some Tpeace plen® will
muccoed, Wbich dosan't mean that the underlying issue will have DLeeon rssolved,
The flare~up batween ths couniries in only a reflection of an iznsr irrecon—
eilsbls contradiction, ‘
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¥Whea psople speak of the ixmact of Cormunism in West Africa, they have
in mind the countries of the "left." I, howsver, found its impact as érong
at the "center,” and "right,” Indepsndence in Higeria was attained at the
expense of rany compromines, including leaving intact (1) fsudal relations in
the ®mir Horth, and (2} vested foreign interesta.. The youth especially ocomp-
lain very bitterly that, TWelwonly had e changs of administration, not a
ravolotion,”

There ia & fantantic titmation in the role of Dr, Enande Aszikive, Tor
decaden he had led the revilubionary struzsles for independence, for Fan~
Afvicanign, and for soclalism,. Now, however, in his capacity as Governor—
Gemeral, he -says, "We mist safeguerd oxr Enirs,.,It 1s obvious 1f Forthern *
¥igeria is to be ptable, then the roletsing played by the Emirs and thair
Sounells must be appreciated and safeguarded,” (10) .

It 1s mnl) wonder that so funfinished a rewolution” haas given birth to
" a ooxll open Communigt-Party, What is strangs 1g that those who are not Commroe
nigts and recognize the existence of neo-colonialism fall to grapple with the

protlems created, and prefer instead to "placate the Left" by appearing vro-
Rusglan, " ‘ ) , :

1 found it especially Aifficult to understand the role of the newspaper
The West Afriean Pilot, which 1s certainly nat Communist, It is a gort of
indepondent foderalist paper. It has had a glorlous past in the 19%0%s and
19501g, FPresently, howewer, 1t carries oz a zurlous combination of editoriale

. for ths Federal policy against the Awolowo growp, with a smet of "spocial
articles" shich parrot the Commmist line on many topics, from the series
pralsing Rugsis, to tha "foreign gold" (umidentified btut very polntediy
American mevertheless) that is being sent in "o make captive leaders” in the
trades tnion, dswanding that the Moutside relationship® (again wmidentified
Yut just as obviously ICIFU) be terminated.

Fot & single word was said obout "Hoscow gold" (end there is plenty of
that arownd from the many scholarphips ts studlents, women, trade unionists,
ordinary end extraordinary specisl trips),

~ The paper ran & very nearly endless serles of articles, calied "From Ebute
Matta to the Kremlin® by P.A. Curtic—-Joseph vho asgured ua that, "l have not
‘bean driefed by amybody to do thls," but, "The Soviet Uninn, ths pivet of
pocialien somehow turned out to be so great that even its churches wers puperier
to those in Higeris: ™rhe surprise I got was that nobody 1 had the opportunity
of Alpscupsing with in Hopoow had not & Bidle,..Most of them had romd it .

through and they regord it as a very rich book," (11)
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¥ hen 1 interrieved Dr. Aslkiwe, he sald, "Thy labeling of 1decloglies ~—
I don't think thet is a sign of srogrees in America which is suppocad to Ve
a shrins of democracy, It Sends to stifls thought when you proscride Com-
munistes, Our Constitution gives everybody ths right to hold what views ha
pleagee 80 lang mp it doesn't violate the lav. Hare, 1'll rasad you Chaptar
113, Section 23 of cur Constitution. Wa sre flsxidle,® he went ocun. "We
will look into all fdsolozies and take wvhat sults Africe.

. PI eannot divorces theory from practice,? bs contimued, "What philesophy
ws bave has 204 Yeol syutematized 1o such & way &8 o mals 1t =ppretiatsd oule
elde our phores, Yot De glve you tha basis, Our way of life is tiad with
land tenures There it i corummal = tha implicatien is that overy perscn hns
o ttake in the 1land, He caunot sell it tut his sons are helrss It belongs
%0 them. You don't own 1t as individuale in ths sense that you ocesn ssll it
for profit and it becams comminalistic. They hold the land 4in commen, Thus
we heve no 1sndlpss DoREARLTY ewe 204 thers 1s no pormansnt lazboriug clase, -
although this is becoming so. Sincp there is 2o landless psesaniry, nor a
Permenent wage w8rning claas, Marziam sociallism doesn't apply to usp . Mrican,
Figeriam soclalisp doas, No doubt the theory should be systematired, 5Sut it
han not yet Yeen done.¥ : . "

He concludedt "Welfare stzte, our own brend of socielism, ism not Comme
nism or Harxiem or Fabian guild, but something to swit our wey of life. To
this wa will stick. Walfare state is rooted fimdamentally in socizlist be—
liefs, Most of our people balieve in fres ‘enterprise but pot ibat it shovid
mean profit at 211 costs.® '

. The compleint of the opposition cutside of parlisment wes that 4% obvious~
1y did mean profit at all costs, and at the expense of the working people
eepacielly whoge standard of living, they claimad, hae gons dnwn, not up,
since indgpendance. o '

I was pretent at. 2 rally cslled by the Nigerian Youth Congress and trude
vnionists to oppose the new sustority buiget. Tha spesch that got the biggest
opplauss wes thist FIf we unite, ws shall force the hands of those wa put into
office. No guns, but ws can move forward, The seesde of revolution in this
country have baen plantad”

The fesling that Higeris, not only by size but by right of 1is long
struggles, should be & loadar of indspendent Africe wes both stated from the
platform and was evident from what wns unsteteds For ersmple, many of the
slogans were azalnst Prime Minister Bulowa. and one spsakar shouted, ¥¥e
are goirg to say so loud a *No® $o the svetsrity buiget thet Brlewa will Desr
us in his palsces” But no ome singled ol Goverucr-Geleral Arliiwe except to
bezoan the fact that "when Zik wag o rrv-lutionery leaGer we were MO¥ing
shead,® or "Zik was a socinliet when we ¥oted for him, WNbet 1s the use of
bDoing free? What are we fres for! Wa ere pauy than when Britain ware the
axplodter,? '
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The most encouraging development in Figoria ia the freodem ef expres-
sion in andout of Parliament, in the ress, and in the rise of many political
organizations, This is no mingle-perty stute, The impact of Commmigm,
hovever, 1s thers and can Yo peen implicitly ard explicitly: (1) The fact
that tha Frirs in the feulal Forth rotain their gtrength makes 1t a natural
breeding ground mlso for the fommumnists who are mogt active in that region:
(2) Tho fact that the federal government oncourngsd both the wmification of
the irades mnions and tha Mexpose” of BF0CelF 201d," impliving Amewlpen '
£o14 without saying & word about Hescow gold, resulted in the flasc that
the uvnity congress turned out bo be: conzequently. they were compslled to
ths other extreme of btlaminz it 11 on Ghansiss' Penbverglon,” m’?:) Ir the
educational field, as wo shall see bslow, they fall prey. to pro-Russianien
bocouse they do not face the real challenge of nep-solonlaliss end the gtudentg?
rebellion sginat it, - . :

Deopite a}l these inroade of commmnism and neo~coXidalien, I met many
Africans wio fully believe that, ma the largest country, Nigeris doos have the
. best opportunity for #inding a truly independent rosd to African reconatruction,

Eiold of Bducation

Left, Right and Center, the impact of Communism ie having $ts most resouwnd-
ing effect in the aducntional field,’ Deecite Commmipm? 8 concontration in the
trades union field, its muccenses are more apparant than real, TRiret, 1labor
is mors attracted to Marxium than %o Communism, Becondly, the establishment
of the AATUF not eonly represents a minority of the independent nationc but, -
nov that these leaderg are meseting their first aerious challenge from the
working poople themseives, they must mow grapple with the differerices between
idealign and ideology, aspirations and accumilation, Thirdly, the ALTTH was &
vithirawal from Furope in which Hugsia wae included, that ig to sny, members
were agked to drop all internationsl affilintiong, WFTU as well as ICIU, . The
WEIU hag a right to fesl the victor by virtus of their "personsl” rolationa
with the leaders and the obviocus anti-ifesterniem that came to an emotionmal cli-
mox with the agsassinetion of Lusumia, _But they have by no means croased the
Rubleon intu the Commmniat orbit, :

In the educmtional field, on the otlisr hand, the right-winger as well as
the fellow-traveller, the professional anti-fomminigt as wsll se the one who
flirted with Communism wilbout ever goizg to auy Merzlsi sumren — all sdther
€21l meatly into the trap, or are -ushed into &% wciwrsucniunsly, On the part
of spome 1t 1s an admiration for the Commun{st llnownos™. techuique of getting
thiags done, On the part of others it is elihzr iie alveriuzs of "slumming®
ory to put 1t more wmkindly yet, a cheap way to appear "leit" wnder condition:
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when the studerd oppasitias to the Thiversity adnimietration is strong. Still
others are so hlinded By their organie anti-Communiem that they wnderestimate
the impact of Cormunients Marxiet langusge.

Whatever the reason, I found such opoonitu of the political spectrum s
the left-wing well=knewn BEngligh Afrleanist, Thomap Hodgkin who presently bhoods
the Africa Institute at the University of Ghana, and the conservative principal
of ths Univergity Colless et Ibnden, Nigaria, Dpr, X Onwule Mlas, looking glae-
fully forward to mesting Dr, I. Potekhin, hesd of the Africa Institute of tha
Russian Academy of Sciences, at the fortheoming conference of Africaniste in
Accra on December 12th, Dr. Dko told me proudly that Dr. Poteithin had besn
his housoguest the last tims he wus in Nigeria, had invited him %o give a
esourse In Mosoow, and he hopss he will be adle to do yo in the next acadsmice.
year, At the ssme time he pdmitted knowing so little of the Negro American
that that seme scoadesice yeer they would first begin & courso on the gubjsct
at the Univorsity and bring out en Amarican %o teach it, Dr. Hodgkin, wha,
when he was in Moscow in 1958, wee very impressed by the fact that they wara

now translating o‘bscure Houss toxts into Busslan that had not yet had &
Westorn translation, told me that Dr, Potekhin "am a Marxist” would "pose

the right questions,” that is to say, qusstions that "Wa (bourgeois) acade-
piciens wuldn't think of.” .

Tha fact that this Conorund gt ha.dn‘t poged Fthe yright qusstiono” throughe
out Stalin's long heyday, and his major work on Africs 1s cect ‘in thet intel-
lectwsl wmeteland vhile he himeelf bous to the Uthe great master of meterial-

et dialectica. the coriphasus of science, J.V. Stalin” geems bardly to concern
our scndemiciang., Much leas would they bo moved by the fact that genuine
Marxists rejeet thataCompunist either au a Marxiet or as an independent scholar
wuld do anything he was not assizned to &o by the politicisns in power, in
th!.s cape Ehrushchew, Al the forthcoming Accra conferenss, Potelkhin wiil not
only pass for a Marxlet, I predict he will be the mtar who will ehine as tha
most original contributor to the study of Africa, This despite the fact that
many a learned thesis has been written in the Wegt ag to how backward Ruseia
has boen in the field of African stuilos; how they must leepfrog now by trans
lating books by Wegtern ocholare in order to catch uwpy with the West. Ginco
what hss been achieved in the stuly of Afriean history, both past and ap 1t
ig being made today, 1s littls ensugh, the man with a purpose and a metliod
outshines all sthers.

One minor incident on the impact of a Mogcow imprint m east some
111unination hers, Ik 1953 there came to my attention e rsmerkable mamseript
by a Klwu, ¥biyi Koivangg, entitled, The People of EKenys Speak for Thsmaolves.
Sinco 1t was the pariod of the Mau Mau and no publipher or academdc instiive
tion or individual scholar would touch it with a 10 foot pole, some friends
got together and had it printed on their own, The reviews 1t rated in 1955
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0014 ke cownted o lass than the fingers ef sne hard, In X956 Magcow pube
11shed 1t, (I don't lmow whether the trantlation ws Just thair ustal steal

or thay got ths quther®s permission.) Promptly { though it meant you mow hed s
hirs a Bugsian) it rated a0t only reviews, but analytical articles ag to wisthepr
thn ady, or some other, wovld have Droven Hescow!e "obJectivity." 5o far
®8 I know no bourgenis schoiar has bothered to mak himaed#: Y7 adn’t ke geen
Ats= w=duz, 207 good or evil, before the Mopeow imprint? :

fortheoming conferencs is how it come to be and
the invitations, Moscow claims the date was sat at the last
wrld songress in Hogeow last Year, but I know soma vio wers pro- |
sent thers and thay vere neither aware of the -present meeting, nor were they
Anvited to it, Ohne Ghaneisn whp 1g angious to h-ve some independent Marxdgt -
invited ("ap2 yas, sy not Hegellans too, since Kwame claims to be ona??) told

B0 he fslt abmolutaly vowerless to influsuce thig "now breed of Africanistg,
T repsated this stetement © 8 stulent 1n secra and, at first, he gaid he'd

‘ rather not speak about the "moss in education,” ILater he relexsd and mpoke out

sgainat tha sending of go many Jhanaimn atudents to Russia, Thoy are being
sont as Af 1t were to some paradise when, ' living there fa doth too
dear and too hard, Mang howsver A1 the fairy tale erlse that Rossiang 1ike
Africensl® Ay for the unversities hery, he continved, either thay 2111 follow
¥the usalose 8s3leal Englich modeil or this ¥nsy breed of Africanists” gerve
‘up gome "undigoatible oncoction of Marydsm, Pan-Africanion and Hlerumahi sm,
There 1s nothkinz we can do but gruible~—and that only to ourselves,®

The Co scholarly theseg on everything fran the .
Bunty. lanpusges the Zulu. we ‘0 $he early trale wmiion strugelos in the :
Gandile and the Ayadie influence in the .Suda.n-—orsb.:tever_ topics thay choose -to
impress the conferenco ‘with, . 8 »thicg 2a . .,
inrough indug-.
¥here they carcpt .. .
“tor thoy will mee that tas .
acononic develapment; Shat is 90 wuch -aspired to 1g not deft ouly to thoms dlarged
with sxecution. of the Plen, but $g taken under advigement by YobJectlve acholaxry,"

n more "contacts® go that i
aflusnos the doveloprent of edue -
grade mntil thoy f1ie1ly con get
I 3 Fatrico Liumunbg Univereity in Mogeow, - Taey wlll
Succesd rot becuups, the Africans have no ideag of their own beczuse the :idens
thay have wil) hsve VYesn mat, not Yy seattered individvale vho 12ve in the ivery -
toweres of educntion, bhut by politicians who hzve the songe to knew that a iittle
o, sprinkied with a 1ot of Dower goeg g long, long way, .

to the non-academic field to gee how the challangs be. met, I
35 e0pold Sedar Senghor of Senagal, Hig vg:gs ?:yro givon'to
e I muv to him, but oince it mekeg g Poutlie wholae, I
¢ up to inclde the questiona:
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"This for us is the nctuzl orims, that the warld is divided into two
1daclogien, You have the Comrunist and capitelist 1deologies, Wut in s3fanco
they are the sams., The program of the Twanty-Secend Congress of the Communist
Party of the USSH fc 1like thet of the USi——complately naterialistioe-a olvili~
zation of fxizidaires and TV's, TYou have Communism, you haYe Amsricsn £ree
enterpriee snd you have the plan in Wentern Europe.

Txach idaolcgy bas a truth, but cnly ir part, Where is the ideclogy
which is not s11 materimlistic, which permits room for the spiritusl? Thet
3¢ our 2*aclogy, I think I should say in all Justice that we uss ths socialist
method, ¥a 8re socirliats and uss tha democratic method which prercc¥es
1iberty., <hat is why hers in Senegal we have o dual dirsction:

#(1) Zeonomically, 4t g the directicn of ths plan.

%(2) Culturally, we are for the Negro African blending with taat of
furope, Here (turning to the well of his presidentiel suite) is a beautiful
pajnting that it suthentically &frican, but the Benegalese ariist is & praduct
uf the Yoole dp Bosux Arte da Paris, . .

‘ ¥ think that the division beiween Monrovie and Casablanea 13 & super
#ic1el diviaion, Ve are for the unity of the two African blocs, The vocabulary
they uSe Now ig that of Dast and West, but in Africa ths prodlen iv not one
class, cr state capitnlism, The problem vhich is muprens is the new cultmrel
axiptancs. We want a culturp thet is African, The division batiween Honrovia
and Cagablanse is not the resl problem, 4+bha real problem is struggle dstween

thaUSAmdthaUSSB.. .

. ®When President Hpkou Tore calls for full re-Africanization,. the prob-
3o 10 ong of Megrituds, But Africa is economically greatly retarded and the
Boed im for the scientific technology thet Furope has, the efficienty of the
American, ¥e have & &uml problem, & esituntion of underdevelopment and the
problenm of Negrituds, It iz & problem of methods I¢ is necessary to have &
. mothod witk which to approach this reality. S .

*Hegritude len't pure resurrection, It is 8 modern adaptation of
African history and culture. Ve teke the technigus of Yurupe in order to
permit the oresation of & sevw civilization for the Afrles of thg 20th centurys

¥There 1s & gocialienm, but the socinlism in Purope is depasse because
the Africen reality 1s epiritual, In Marxzism there is determinism, scientifio
and discursive reason and Mumanism, *hg revolution is sclentific and it 1»
philosophic, Einstein ie 20th century, but so 1s the artist 20th cantury.
20th century culture %8 mors than scientific, Commmian is not the whole _
truth, I¢ is abstract and scisntific, In this, capitaliem recembdles comrunism,

TThy 'cultnre wbich todny finds a method for Black Africa whers we

oan take #cicnte from Comiuniem and cepitaliem, snd from Africa postry and
knowledgs 18 the culture we nesd. From this point of view, doth in the
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United Gtatee and thy Soviet Unien thers s xot this senss of reality, We
wvant a culture that is African, the conclusions of the PHENOMENGLOGY of
Tollhard dp Chardip,*

To this writer the troudle with Prasidant Benghoer 's humaniem 1o
that it 4s gengral and abdstract where it should be concrete and gpecific,
The cpposition to the policies of tha 8enegaless Governmant does not ariss
fronm any position on art and religicn, Tut Trccicely from the African
reality, from the fact that materisl condftions have not changed significantly
for the great masses since indapendance, Banagel follows ds Gaulls France
‘all too cloeoly bBoth in forelzn policy and internally. The truth is thaet
ths rolationship of worker to mansgement at the point ef production and the
relationehip of the great massos a3 consumers to the Petty trader is protiy
much what it was before political indepsndence was achieved, Indeed, ons
ifricen £riand ves eo infuriated as wse velled from the besutiful wide boule-
vards of Dakur into the buck straat slums and, on the way, passed the .
markets where owngrahip remmins in none-African hande that hs aaid Bitterly,
"As we emburk on our second revolution, these white sptiles will maks of

Dalzr aznother Algiera,? o . _ \

‘ Just es Ghara hne not yet crossed the Rubicon into the Comrmiet
0xbit, 80 Senogal 4s Yy no means in a Position somparabls to Algeris, neithst
now whan it bee gainsd independsnce at lnst, much less in the 7 yesr torturcus

oivil wvar which ssw the excrements of Teactions the fascistic GAS, Alcng
with Banggalls political independence, the trade unions mainteined their free-
do, Not only bave the trads uniong not bBueen incorporated into tha stats, as
they bave bpen in Ghanm, Yat they oXoToizg  (mn well ao maintain) the right
to strike. Alzhovgh the Communint Party has been dgolared 11legal, the othar
oppasition pertiss do functicn,' The fact that Daknr wes the showplsce of
¥rench ipperislism hag given it the advantage of more industrialization, more
.8chaols, mors wide boulevards, more travyl the world over, greiter sxperisnce
in political functioning, Pan-Africsnlon and Marxiem are fresly dlscusmed,
and larxist books are gavily avaiisble. No ‘ong need take tha offici 1 inter-
pretation. of Marziet Humanism, and many don't, Therein lles hope for the
Huture, .

The neasre ¢f the hunan dpvelopmant In Benegal muat ba enelyzed in
terme of thy same conflicte and contradictions which we Lave esaningd clowsly
in Senezall’s neighlr “s, Future articles will analyse the srerging trends as
they bscoma more explicit and the mctual struggles anewsr concrately WHICH

¥AY HOV,
: ~Hays
(1) BAetl Dividwon, West Africs, April 21, 1952,
(2) It i trus that thors were also etrikes in Guinea, but thay were not all-
embracing and Sskou Toure ves able to blame ¥outoidera® for the teachars!
strike sad have the Russian Achassador recalled, :

{3)Christopher Bird, "gchclarship and Propagenda®, Probdlems of Cozanmni am,
Karch-April 1962,
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(4) 2akaria, Idrahin, "Fsr ths Abolitien of Colomimlism®, 5th World Trade
Union Congrass, Decembder Lel5, 1961, Moscow, The Rasolutions of the
S0y CONgTess Wers Printed at ths sams tins 4n a parallel pamphipt.

(5) Thare is always some "Free®” Gerzan Trade Union propeganda sroumd in
Ghansian trade union offices. The tne I read while I was walting in ths
entp roor (Ho.2/62) featured ¥Dofeat the mpormut- by etononic mocoxplish-
mpate” through ¥ihe rroduntiivity pledge movenmant,”®

(6) The &pril 5ih {osup of The Ghanatan Times included m special Z-page pem
phlst, hsediingd WHelf A Contury of Socizlist Achigvempnhter~tbs Histadrut of
,Ilm‘.l. Op Juns .16th, however, Presidents ¥iorumeh and Toure cace agwnin mapt
with Preaident Nadwsr and once £gein signed o warning szainet Iarzel’s tech-
nlcsl aid as "imperialiat penstration of Africa,® The fact that the African
loaders d1d pot follow thvough on their first manifesto with N¥aoger aand may
rot do so this timg only highlights the wprincipled nzture of the so-called
522t to thoncelven as wall 88 %¢ thair varied allins.

{1)2rop Trode Unions in theFight forifrican FPreelom, en ICTFU und AFRO (Africen .
Eegioml Organirational] puoiication, Bnuaell. iagos, 1951.(’07 Jobn Riddell,
H,2, Adebols, and Omer Sacu.) ,

- {8) Hr, Jullow 4s .ons of the Africans that sppeared white-faced in the cartoon
of tho African Worker devotel to the Dalmr conferences This, however, dogm -
1ot axhaast the not-go--funny fares in the epecific czss, It seems that ong of
tha 4esuga of thy paper bad played him up &s an AMITY orgenigsr. Mr, Jallow
teld me that Mr, Tettegah claimed & ticket vas sent to him to attend the
Cesadlanca conference, bdut-lie had ngver reveived it, Hg had, however, received
o telegram of how du.uppo:nted aad *hutrayed? thay felt at his nonnpp.a.mnu-

{9)A series of articles Ty Aidan Cruvley, M__i_m,__. London, baginning
april 15, 1962, :

(10)¥gst &frica Pilot, Des, 8. 1961.
(11) Xvi4,, ipril 12, 1962,
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August 17, 1962

Qota- Thie esmpletee the au‘blcr.‘mtlan serien. Mo amual subscrintions will be
offerad baginning this frll, However, the letters will continus to appsar irrague
larly, and cen be quoreribed to 5 at a um for £ individuel coplesz are 204 plus
§4 oy miling.)

THE NSGRO AMERICAW: Vorker ond 'foutli VB, "I‘alented Tanth?
on Quentione of Labor, Civil Rights ant African Eevelutions

Dear Frienda:

In & few zonths? time (Jumisry 1563) we will boar witnssa to a spate of
contennic]l articles and oratory about the 100th anmiversary of the Fmanclpa-
tion Praclamatton, Though no ona eould poselibly call s 100 year spen & race
with tine, the Adminipgtratiom and the telented tenth will spesk breathlesely
about *thé great vrogresy achieved, eepocielly in the last decmde,” At the
came tims, the originetor of the phrese,- "talented tenth®,’ (¥.E,B, Dm Boig)
will proclelim the nothingnesa of the achievement and point. instead, tu the
"Russia~Chine axie ag the aitcroats road to true freedonm, cs 1f the Africun
mtionu achieved 1mlupamlenea via that road. .

!:u:h of tho d.‘l.nputants will Dscoma and sany tnrgat for attack by the
other, It ig sagy inlesd to orgus sgainst ®mothingness,® Ths Administration,
- thet 48 to sey the puiing class .,hraugh the Goveroment apperatus and its is-
tellectuwl hangers—on, will point to-Fihe nrinciple of fresdom? = without
mentionirg why this principls first neoded acrertion in 1663, two full years
aftor a tleody civil wer very nearly ti-mod the military acslee for the
slavs ltatas. and very nearly 100 years eftor the Declaratlon of Indepvendence,
Instond, it will bagin citing figures on the maxy "mew opwrtmitl.u" openad
%o Heg,foen go that, 4in the professionai and clerical fields, thers hars bsen
8 300% to 7065 rise in employment for Megroes. Li's all politicians, they
sre expart in meking figures 1ie,. When you begin to bresk down the "3-fold"
or Mufoldn rige in white collar emsloymeut, you zanily fird that the Theno~
menal percentiges mean nothing, Since there had been no empiayment in those
fislds at all, the few now emvloyed loom high only becouus the base for the
90 precesding ysars had been nothing, The total rise amounts to only 2to §
per ceat of the labor force, .

On the other hand % vhen it comes to vnerployment, the wmemployment rate

among Fegroes 1s 11,4 % - more than doudle the wunemployment rate among
vhites, Of the emplayed, fully 755 remain mainly in tha unskilled sstsgory,.

Should Reuther bs tco fast to mll attention to tho faet that tha Hexro
would never have gotten there, Bad it not been for the (IO, lst us assure him
that it is trus, but in reverse. Industricl unionism wuld nevar hawe suo-
oeedod had it not besn for the Hegrosg who constituted the piwotal section
of the ungidilled who ware the backbone sf the mowomaat, Binge the morgar
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with the AFL, peithersrganizmtion of the unorganired South, por breskiown of
Macrimimtlon within the cTaft unions hes moved forward am inch, Unfortun-
atoly, nsithar tha TULC within organized labor, por the NAACP on tho side-
ilines, have done anything to break this down becnuge both work only from the
tep of thair respective organizations to the top of the AFI-CIO, In ths
engs of the NAACP it may even be no more then a diversion from the civil
rightg fielde now that the latter has a mzss base, especially in the South.

One thing binds gl) three together — ths Administration, the labor
tureaucracy, the leadership of the esteblighed Hsgro organizationsg —- it ig
fear of ths masses, Reading Revarepd Martir Luther Xing's ¥March to Troedonm®
on ths Hegro Bus Baycott in 1956, ons would think 4t was he, not Rosa Rarka,
vhio refused "to mova to thas dack of ths bug,? Har act plug coontansous sction
of the youth who came to her defense not only transformed that act of one into
& cause of z1]l Negroes, dut elicited a new quelity that becams the pa.ttern
for ths struggle in South mim &8 well as SOuth Usi. . ,

;  The same feeling of “we' t'u.d. it inatead. of the_g. the mesgeg, did 1t,
characterizom the NAACP and (ORE ou sit—-ino and fresdom rides, The (DHE, 1t
is trus, organized then from the Yorth, but it 4a the South which gives it the
Bass proportion and the ramifications, aven an the imdividusl Freedom Riders
~ add to 1t new mational and iIntorzational dimensions. : .

Vhat everyone from JFK to tha NAM, from the UAW and TULC to the MAACP
asd the U,S, Buprems Court, wishes tha pecple bot'e and the world over to do fe
to mintaks a fev melect show-plecen-"to .atand for freefom for ali, The
gZreatest geowrge right now is precisely this TOKEN-ism iz employment, in hous-
ing arx in travel apd in education, Horth as well aw South, The "talentsd
tenth® has cous down to mocept the 1% facode, )

This is what mlres it ea.ay for WE B, Xu Bole to 'peak of mthingnau
hereo and averything "thore", Yet, thought polen epart; he 1s of the same
zould as the leadsrship hersé = tha administrative mantality ol middle—
clans intellastunle 1iving in the age of atote capitallism; they wil) Plan
ag never before: the mamses will work all the harder, as always vefore,

It wmg not a shser nccidant that DuBois felt impslled to dsvelop the
conocept of the talented tenth, KHs never looked to the mesos, not even vhen,
at the turn of the ceatury, he founded the Niagarm movemsnt, Tiaough he
stoed for fvil aqualily for Negroes, the masuer seamed alweys, te him, to
depend on the elite to lead them thars, Kot only that, The elite wore the
elite because they were the elite, That is to say, the masses were not the
onss vhoss Julgment would r.ruince to satablish whom thay wantad as leaders,
Thue, shen in the post-~Woria Wy I pariod the firot great Negro maes aigra-
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tion met with all tho frustrationa ard none ef the freedems ia the “fres
Eorth", these Americens, by the millions, Joined a "beck to Africa® move—
pont led by Marcue Gervey, Iu Boln oppossd — and askesd the State Dapart=
mont to deport Garvey! ‘ :

Ho doubdt I Bois's Pan-Africaniom wag of a very éifferent warioty —
but gso was Lenin'g conception different from either, Noverthslesma, becaugs
bonin had his eare attuned to the messes, he grasped the significance of
the "iationelien® of the American Negro whose cultura was as American as =
big land, tmt wiose skin sirgled him out for double oppreseion, (1) W.E.B.
Du Bolo never saw the NHationalipm in ths biack mamsen until after the Afrimns
g3ined power in the voste=World War II world, \ ' .

© It wag pot the Marxist period that attractsd Du Bois to Bugsin, Long
ofter Marxiem there bacame transformed into 1% cprosite ~= Communisgt stote-
eapitalign —= and consideradbly after the Nezro turned awvay fron-American Com
minien bscause of 1tz demand that tho Arerisan Fogro forgst hia atrugglen for
equality and nnswsr the wartime cal) of "The Yanks are coning®, W,E,B, Du Boiy
suddonly found Russian Comminism an attractive philosophy., In turn, 1t choszo
to use the Marxiast lansunge in wvying with the U,S5, for domination over the
hewly-independent ‘mationy of Wost Africa that had won their freedom without
- the help of either pole of world mapitsl, S0, shile Communism never ‘regained
the alleziance of the miag of Amsrican Hegroen, it 414 win the 90 year old
supreme reprepsntative of fthe telented tenth,? ‘ . )

indication of the affinity of minds of the talented tenth, wvhothor

thay follow Amerfomn State Depsrtment or the Russiaxn foreign policy state-
monts was seen with the publication of Gunnar Myrdal's "American Diemma,"”
So conatant 1s the dilemma of the Hegro intellactuslg that it 4id not mitter
svhether they were of conmervative or liberal persvesion, aser-Marxtist or
rabid and profeeseional anti-fommumist — all not only gave of thengelves
- very freely — but allowed Myrdal to_superimaoss hig walus Julgnents op their
writings, which ho cut to £it, (2) _J ‘

The Negro intellectual and Hegre workar have mever lived in worids
further apart than right now, But the goawing question 1er why do the Bagro
worker anl the studsnt youth sesm to be wimilarly faor apartf ‘

The most signifioant fact in Ameriean 1ife remeing whaé it was in 19%.
The rime of the 0IN changed the industrisl face of the natlon, It wmicaized
the mass of uaskilled and wemi-sk1lled factory laber, Tha ovarvhelning
majority of Negroes fall into that eategory, In the last decnds, dua to
dutomation, production workers declined by so less thah 15 %, and in mome
industries, such as mining, hy ag much se 33 §, Again, the Negroos were hit
hardest. IEmmloyed or wmemployed, howsver, their lives revolve arowmnd the
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factory and thus the unien, It ig hare they find that the egtablighed
leaderghip talks big on "civil rights® though they do not mpractics it 4n
teelcing either akilled work for the Begroes or leadervhip in tho wien,

At one pericd (during the war) the Negroes flocked by ths thousands
into the MAACP, trying to transform it from an orgeniration fighting only
legn) battles to one that could fight for tham on sll fronts, from upgrading
to housing, The buresucratic reality made the mass of Fegroos feave the
MAACP almost as fast as they Joined it, In an organired manner, 1ike ths
Merch on Yashington, thsy fought for ¥FEPC, amd in & mpohtaneous smaner, like
1943 mags domonotrationw in Harlem, &n Chicego, in Detrolt, they droadensd
the fight to all areas from housing to ending Jim Crow $n ths Army, Again,
the achievorent wvas at a tortolss pace,

By the 1950's Attomation bsgan to take its toll and wildmtting with
~ vhite workars seemed the only way opem to figh¢ not ondy mahagement tut the
Yureaucraqy, 0On ihe vhole, however, racszefons held dovelopusn} 1a check,

The stulent youth in 1958 that began the sit—ing had it impact on the

" Begro worker Iut d4d not move him as d1d ths Freadom Rides in 1961, - The.
Freedom Riders on their part began to concsrn themgelves with al)l civil rights
and the roverberaticon in Africa wns heard, (The FREEDOM RIDMRS SPEALE FOR .
THEMSELVED pawchlet iz & very significant aign of this ac well aw of the ro-
lationehin to labov,) It 4s at this point 2lso thet, recently usw caucuses
ars appoaring within the union to fight for upgrading., It 1s a good elgn for
the awakaning at the point of production remsine the most potent fores for

fandamental change 4n all tha rast.of soctety,

; Tho conflusnce of thage and the development of the {frican Rewolutions (3)

wag dealt with by Charles Denky in his article on "Bace and Clacs® (4). 411

these emarging |1gnpbatg do not yet meet ‘the dmllﬁqge of the timec dacsumse &
‘eritical missing link is still musing. It ig ovganimtiion governed bty a
philosophy which would build on the spontanscus movemente that have taken.
Place ispa.rat.oly and thite the civll‘ rights and labor fromts for a fundazental
change in mocloty such a3 took place in 1936, but on ths higher historie level
of the 1560%s and therafors with a total philosophy.

It may beve boen surfi clent for the 1930%s to change the industrial face
of the nation, althoush then, too, those who built the C10 thought of more
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then higher wages and detter working conditions, as was evident from the

hgy pothod, wntramelled from above, sponteneous sit-down, It certaimly

vill not suffics today vher the Africen Revolutions achievad,in btut & few
yoara, +hnt the Wegro Americen hae not achiuved in one hundred ~— destiny
in one'g owa hanfle, (The devalopment of this poSnt will bs cantral to ths

now bool, )

FOOTHOTES

(z) xbz- the 1620 Thesis on the Natiomal Quaption see V.7, Lenin, Salsctad
Yorle 5, Yol. I3 for the digcussion of Fegro Americans at the 4th Cl Congrees,

. 1922, uvee Banglut:.ou and Mizuteg, , . _ .

(2) See Wegro Intellectwla 1n mzm'. 144, reprinted in and Latters,
Istruary, 1961 . e .

(3) Seo "Mationalim, Commrani sz, Maxrxiot E\nan!.m aa& the LIEBMSIAH mmm'xons'

lv Baya Dumayevalmys ',
(u) See Nown and Latters, Sme-July 1962
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FOLITICAY LITTTER
Octoder 25, 1962

MARXIST-HWMANTSM VS, THE U.S. HLOCKADE OF CUBA, THE
RUSSIAN MISSILE BASTS THERS, FIE. CASTROVS RSELECIIVES
PARTY, ALL FLAYI1NW; WITH NUCLEAR HOLQCAUSY

Dear Friendss

My orelimlnary (Oct, 23) statement on the newly-created brink-of-—wes
situation as regult of JFE'g Wiceknds of Cubs, NI'g miszile bages there, and
the impotenco of the UN the mirute the two muclear titans decids o unleash a
war holocaust, correctly stressed the followingt Pln oprosing wer, we peke it
clear that we are ooposed to boih muclsar glantet Rusasis and the U.S, Under
oo circmstancde do we ot oursalves ‘maneuvered into & poaition where we, for
& elpgle moment, sound so much agrinst either one of them thet we arcear g
ba for the nther, ABOVE ALY Y= OFFOSE WAR ROT ONLY AS VAGAINSUAMS® BIT
FRIMARILY BZCAUSE WS ARE FOR A TOTALLY NEW SOCIETY, ON H3W, ON HUMAU ZAGIN -
'NINGS, FREE FROM EXELOITATION ABD D:SCRIIINATION, WHERE THS POFULATION oA
MAH HAS THE DESTINY IN EIS OWN HAWDS, BUGIMTING WITH TH® WORKERS 4T THE POINT
OF PRODUCTION, ®

Eere I wish to develop this position ob two lavelsy (1) the objective
situntion and nearness of wer: end (g) ramifications of this crisls for our
exigitence both as an organization ani ag & body of ideac, both on the guestion
of continuous activxty and writings, 'hoginntng \dth the next issus of the

paper, .
IoBefore the Bloehd.a

'

. A good dsal of 411uninetion on both thege factors can be galned 1f we
take it out of the oregent moment of- crlgls and ace thet shich was ‘inherent
in it the day before. It hapnens that, on the basls of the REB 1iscvacion
on Cuba on October Bth, Inoz gave & report to the Detroit local on Orntober 19,
in which che gald: "What 1s hew in Cuba tuda,y is that Ruesin 1s there, not o
"4n gpirit tut in gvne, tanke, misanu with nuclear war-heads facing the
U.Z." Thip was defore JFKig "discovery”, timed to election politice, Then
Ixes contimedt ‘“Whal 4w a year old, Yut has Yeen naw for the American move-
ment ever pince the fiasco of the T, S,~sponsored infaeion of Cuba, is that
our basic rights and freedoms have bteen jeopardized, and these will tecome
more circumscrided, In opposing any inveeion or war ageinet the Cuban
puorle, wo cannot, howvover, let Ehrushchev.get awny with playing "the diamp!on
- of-veaca” Juat bVecause he defeads {mstro who has teken away tho rights amd -
fruedoms of the (Quban peovnle s Huruvshchev has of the Eusaisn paoyle and
Eennedy of the Americun people, All three ars ready to ohed blood to. pre-
serve thelr powsr," ‘ '

At that same mesting —— and it 1= necossary to keep in mind that thias
wap held 4 days bofore the annowncement of slcckndo of Cuba =~ I etressed that
wbat was wrong with people who pretend that Bussis 1s not 4n Cuda is that
they thoreby cover up the fact that Ruasla ic the greatest exporter of
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coumter~ravolution, It 1¢ easy to sse goumter—revolution when it iz as
direct as 1t 1s in the outright aquashing of a Revolution, as the FKuesian
destruction of the Hungarion Rev'n , It is not samy to sse sounter-revolu~
tion when it is a question of planned exploitation of the proletariat in

bhip dally 1ifs, Yot thess Russian ¥techniclans™ bave been gent there, among
other remsons, in order to compal the Cuban working psople, yho are resisting -
anti-labor laws, fighting the diversion of the tabdan Revolution frow fts
announced humaniem to stnte-capitslist chamela, to compel thea to produce
nore and more for loss and legs, and at the same tim lenve their politiml
destiny to "the party and its lezder,”

Finelly, thoge swho cantt got away from the spurious ground for ergument
Geiablished by Communistes for the mpecial bsnefit of the liberals, to the
effect that if the U,S, has & "right" to baszes in Burope, Rusaia hog a “right
to one in Cuba, fall to smes that the Ruseian arms imported into Cuba are not
one-~tanth of the threat to the U.5, THAT THEY ARST 0. THE CUBAN FPEOFLE, Saall
(uba, even wvhen armed by Russia,is no match for the U.S, might, but 4t isn
pover ageinst the unarmed rmlutianary underground, AXD IT XS FOR 'JEHIS
PURPOSE “EEGISEX;! TEAT 5313:! m IRTSHRCD,

II. The Blockafe and the ﬁgvomenﬁg Opponed to 1t ¢ ‘

Cut of the. clear 'blun. & Tew short dnyl after he himgelf argusd np.imt
Ropublican apponents wito yrged & blocksde, J,F,Kennsdy made the shocking,
unilateral, warliks propouncepent of blockade, Outsids of FKhrudichevés
break-up of the gummit us & rewndt of the U-2 plans apy incldent, whon the -
two nucleur giants wore pitted against ench other with no intermedinries,
the peoplis of the world ware never closer to the brink of nuclear holoeoaust.
The present confrontation is not 1imited to werbal threats and dugted cummits,
I% i3 now clear beyord veradventure of doubt that both Eannedy and Khrughchev
are sad enough to plumge the world into thermonuslesr war, If & summit
nseting should result and atave off tho day, it clearly will be only & delay-
ing aotion, Xt is likewige clear that Cubs has bacoms ths possible localo
¢l the ontbirat, as Berlin bay bsen and remeine to this day to be ansther
foonl point, BUT THAT WHAT IS INVOLVED IS THE UNITED STATES - RUSSIAR OO~
FETITION JFOR DOMINATION OF THZ WORLD,

It 19 at this point that the movements opnosingz war show their own nega~
tive character, The falling into a tfap is inevitoble when one does not view
poaitively what they are fighting for, instead of only shat they are fighting
against, Thus theugh the CHD {and Comzittes of 100) are supposed to be for
banning’ the bomb, they had not a word %o say sgainat ita spread to yet another
comtry, in this case Ouba, Obviously, the Trotskyites, along with the
Gormmists, are not the only onme who thihk of Fgood® bouds {Fuselan) and
"bad” Bomds Qmorlm). The professioral nuclear disarmmment pecple have now
discoverad that, in Ouban hands (or at least on Cuban @oil for these ars not
really ia (uban, tut in Russian, bande), i inspires them to the following
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slogan, "Viva Fidel, Eennely te Eoll."

0.%,, lot's take up Fidel, Zven without boxhd, he has moved so far
away from the rewvolution he 1od that §t 1s haréd to ses what he is paking
of Cuba other than & stellite of Russis, and I don't Dean 1t only as &
storer of misslle basec, but an an outpost of single party gtate,capitalimm,
In the mienamed speech, ‘Harxiem-Leninisn®, deliversd on December 2, 1961 =
nearly & ysar aga, that is = Fldsl sxpounded hig conception of oy an
Iintegratad revolutionary organization,® that is to oy, & ginzle party in
which the Commmiste and what wes left of the July 26th movement perged,
From urging his conresdas "to overcoms (tieir) soorn for military mosdenias”
through his love of The Flan (PI alwys hsd a nlan,") as against the
Femarchian® repressnisd W opposition to him {*3 am not zoine to ask whst
Manolo Tornapdor respresenteds because I belleve he reprossnted traghi he was
2 'md anmarchist?.") to his glorifieation of Ihrushchev {%ono has only to
read Khrushchev!s report to the 22nd’ Congress see The bullding of cocialism
2ollows & weli-boaten path by now,¥), this pstty-bourgeois idiot acen tho
traly independent third road — egainet both US and Buagie «= and for a new
" humeniet gociety as an incursion of the *sirict stendard of salection" which
must characterizd "a porty of leadership,? Kow if only the workers will
continus to worik, only barder, end agree that “Ths Ideal System of Government
1a the Party System®, ha can continus to lesd "collactively® ~— a i
Rhrushchevw in Ruaclin, : . )

Azy ons ean «= though 1t must Do admtted that Fidel doesn®t do it very
woll ~~ repeat generalisations of Harxism on the role of ths woridng class.
_ The proof, the ornly progf, that it 1a & way of 1ife, not a mere wsavon of
propegands, is &ts realization in life, No such thing 1s true in Mdelts
Cuba where not & gingle orgam — from the trodee uwsions to the poasant
_unions, from the state to-the party == 13 any longer sonirolled by the
working veopls, Heyartbeless, because oo mady 1n thy maclear dfgarmanant
movement bave baen forged as faguinstors” ratber than s proponeats of
totally hew soclety, the (ommmniats can set so fatel & trap for them %that they
forgat shat thelr very reason for exiatencs is — oprosition %o muclear
sroogont =~ and shout "Viva Fidel.® .

On this life-and-denth question, et this }ife-and-death moment, \3
gen under po drcumstances silew gurselves to be gwallowed up kv thia
trious movedsnt. _If nothing else can be 1aft woullled, Jetle 3t leag

na t our t-Eumanigt jdeas remain the beacon for

genergtions ng they are for euwrg, Therefore we mast unfurl our banner, and
procesd with our opposition to both poles of world mpital, putting intte
rightly subordinate nlacs, those who "follow the loader", to thnt X or JI%,

‘111, The Tustipe Polnt

At the game time, we cannot minimize the tctelity of the crisis ty con-
sidering that JFE, having finally axzpomed himgelf as ac &ifferent froam the
Republiomns who had urged Ylociade tefore ané now wrge invasion, thingo will
be in any way sasier for the tuilding of & Harxist-Hummniet movenent, It 1m
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not snly the Birciers that will take uvam thamsslves the rols of extra
Tenfercers®, The hysteris created ¥y the Adminieiration i3 much more emincus
than that Bty a Melerthy who had no such pover as JIK, Vhanever a political
position wap proven wrong, there were thoee ameng the Merxists ¥ho tried e
misuge & Marxist statement about the whip of the cmunter-revolution helping the'
revolutionary dewelopment,” Its nitimata tragedy wms Stalin's idiotic mtatement,
"ifter Hitler, us," First, the statevent of tha whip of the cowmtsr-revoluSica |
. roferred to 1% urging the revolution on WERN IT IS ALREAUY IN FROCESS BUT His

HOT Yxf ERACHED ALY FRUITICN, &3 sy, betwoon Pebruery and befors October, 1513
wher the Eornilov epieode sxposed Kerensiy and allowed the full dovelomment of
the rewolution, Im a mon-revolutionary pariod. thes problems confrontinz
Marxist-Humenisw are sade harder, net lesssned, by the dlockads,for the man o
has the mexne to start a2 nuclear holocanet doos not forzot for & moment his powor
to mress down upon, the opposition to his wr-provoking policy,

Take svan the minor quostion of JFK's timing hig announcement of muclemr
bases in Cuba to when 1t would be most ussfrl to the Democrats rumming for
olection, 25 one vay or thes othor wey win him the cleation of a Govornor or a
Congroseman, Oaee won-—-oT lost-whowver, ho hos $o Bo concerned mot with 2%
margin but with the fact that grver of dhe Amori 1 t .
iuvapion of Cuda, Ae the mapitalist ruler hs $a, be then turns the power aga.!.nst .
his own people, Everyens who &s mot for his enicidal policy ‘becomes Hthe coemy.*

8L courses, wo increase our activity, not lessss it, Of coOursey %9 Jmow tha
universsl ovposition to wal' and ¢an bulld on thes, Of courss, we duild euwr
orgsnization along with developing cur ldens oomprahoui.wu, but wo oan do 20
only by being fully conweclous of all the obstncles in the way, Thip $a iy tho
rrolininary utntemen.t .nphanind thet:

*we have no vowor other than those of idoas aven as the wrldng peopla
" bave no arms other than thosze of their lador powar, Twrefore 1t
would be folly %o mot 2o if YWy opposition we mean the kind of arms
that only the bourgeoiale hag, THEY-—both JIK and lZ--have arsy and
ships and misedles and priects and Jet bozbera,  ‘They can afford %o
play gemes as to vio i tha'sgerossort end geosiver? and who i tho
wiolated and depeived while they Jocimy for best puuition to attack,
¥a refuss to get 1uto any such arguments,..O0ur position must ho as
mique as it Is, not eithar ‘popular t‘ronti.ut‘ or pretense to power.”

Eat Do one try to confuse Gastrols single
party with that in many African states, In
tho letter cass, it was an outgrovth of &
spontansous rovolutionary movement that «ms
panenied ty the wnity of opposition to the
irperialist ocngueror
2icn, In the Cuban cmse, the Oudan
Commmnlist party was plaring with Batisia
and not helping Omstro any ——2ot Hefors ha
bad already won powvar and thay hel eumee
thing 30 TABR OVERg anf 1t is this marty
that has alwaye taken its cue from
‘Oorouniet Bussia ard has gwmllewed up whal
there Was left to swallov of the July 26th
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Mavemant vhich han now become the aingle
party in the style of sll of Eagtern Eurcpe
whero mifioation of Commupist and Sociallst
or other populsr front rarties wrre effected
by virtuwe of cutright ococupation of thoir
oountry by the Russian Aray. ZEven with .
F1dol'e diecovery that he had read larx's
GAFITAL "ap to pago 370" befora he daclarcd
himgelf » "Harxist-Teniniet®, 4t ot1ll
fouming an incontrpvartible fmgt that
Herxiss mattered very 1ittle to hime—tmis)

he Agcoversd that, in ity m&z‘teﬁ
Lorrruniot form, he ear hoid an to power,
It would e wmluable to conazulé owr past
writings on Cubas .
February, m -~ Bawy & Letterg~-load:
RGubn's Revplution Highlights Nass Torest
In Zatin Aneries"
’ Juam_z_;z. 1960 -= Foup & Letterg-Jeuld:
Touba Jults Beate 'Demtmt Topinstitm of
‘Tatin Aperioat

Pegenbsr, 1950 - mm_m -~ Twp Worldp -
"The Cuban Bmlutiom The Yoar mm

.g_gw $tieal Lot
reliminary Statamemt oo orisis em- Ou:uo.]

On tho othar hond, everything we. Bov Aorhather tbat basa !ronw B
pamphlet, sn eluomtionnl, sciivity in a striks or picket lins—mmuet bear the
pogitive stawp of Harxist-Humsnism snd the totally new foundaticne for a 4ruly .

" humen society, Jobnny put it succinctly enough when hs said that ve must leeen
to exprass our fdens elmr'.ly T4y 26 words or legs,” that 1s to a-;. with fhn
aensdoumu thlt our tima is not unlinitad.

u:ua we ars wder o 11lusion that Hm- of guch haightamd oriseq ore
propitious for bullding a amss organisaticn, we are sure that the nev esnee of
urgengy is Jupt the {mpluso macded to Antensify owr activity in a way that 4ho
panting of the movemant from theory with that from practise will not be left to
chnnes, It 1 2 $ims of tasting of individmals ny wsll as idess and organisation,

—Faye
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FOLITICAL LETTER

Dscember 8, 1962

THE CHINA=-INDIA WAR IN A NUCLEAR STATE~CAPITLLIST AGE:
Relationship of Imperialimm to the Jdeclogical Strugglen

Dear Priends:

The sulden, spontanesus unity of the Indian poople, borm cut of oppesition
to China's invasion of their borders, has no doubt been instrumsntal in staying
the band of Mao, st lagst temporarily., The fact that this may bhgve coincided
algo with bis original military plans to invade om two fronts, ons for bargaine
ing and faining support from "the uncomnitted nations™, and the ether front for
keeping as part of Chimm, can in no wey diminish the signifieance of the pew

factor of Indian unity from below, unled, and marg%gg‘ deapite the attempted
brainwashing by the Nehruv<lenon &po Iggetiou tor Mno%s China, over the ontire ]
period since independencae. .

" In The Christiap Science Moniter (11/27/62), Sharckh Sabavala writes:
" "Contributions to the defense fund in cash, gold, aud work contifue uninter-
Tupted. On this front, it is interesting to note that it is tho poorsat fn tho -
land, the outoaste, the disposeossed, snd the undersemployed whe lead the queues
of contributors, giving, in many caees, all their meagre ssvings to prove tkat
frocdon, gven without bread, is e moat presious heritege.® (Ky emphueis.)

Thiv very love of frecdem ocpals the draming of & balance shaat of 15 years:
©of Indinn independence during which bourgeods India has procsaded in its plodding
way, {an Chins has proceuded with "leaps")} without regard for the oreativity of
the mazses which mads independence frem inperialist rule poesible, and $s pre-
sently saving Indis from the collapme upon which Mao countad. ’ ‘

I 4o not mean immediate and utter vollapse = not even Mae oould sonsider s
_border war to cause a whole mubwcontineat to buckle undery I mean the kind of
chaos and confusion which would have made pos:ible "very fruitful work®, within
India, for the Maoist wing of the Indian Commniat Party,

Instend, it Lrought about o rutional unity not meen exsept in the struggle
for independence from Lritish dmperialiom, and e populsr a ravuleion agninst
China and a sslf-sustaining resistance, "even without bread”, that mat only
Menon had to resign, but Nehkru remains.in powor on the condition that, inztead
of laying Gown (and erretionlly ot that) Congress Party policy, he new follows
its In a word, it may consolidate ocapitalist Indis, bring it into the inglo-
dnerican imperislist orbit, have a prolonged war with China, which, whather
victoricus or otherwins, would ance agnin chunge nothing fundamental in the re—
lations within the coun » 80 that neitber frecdom nor bread will be the pos~
secoions of the couregoous Indian pecple.

Whether in the American ordit, or the Chinese, ori“neutrel®, India must

answez the question ¢ what bappons after? Why d$d independence from British rule
not load to a nonwexploitative moctety in Indis and fraternal internutional
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relations with the pacplen of the world, instiead of resulting io oontinued clags
rule and & "noutrality” that aoquiesced in China's corquest eof Tibet and all
i¢s vonsoquences, ideologically snd militarily, . That has now made it possible
for Mso 10 olaim Lodakh as needed "defense™ for hip new rosd linking Tidet with
China, not o mention the propagsnda theme against Indin for "tying itself to
thy war ohariot of United States imporialiam.” ‘

The obvious sspects of the Chinx-India war =~ the fact that Chins did the
invading, and that Indis was voaopslled to go to “the Woot"™ for military aid
(even as she 15 7til) 4=ying 4o g=t some from Rusgia) eapnot ohange the ob-
jective fact that the entry of American imperialism mesns that the Sino-Indian
pelations will naver the the sine whether or moi the war is resumed,

The point at issus, however, 48 tha class mature of India iteelf,

Indis Sinco Independence

Indis was the First country %o gain iis infependonce from Britich imporislimn
end thue, in 1947, open & new third world that was to stretch from Asia to the
¥iddle Rart, and from Africa to latin Americs, Since &11 nevly-indspendent
gountries born in the next decade, or 1} yoars, bad ell emorged out of national

movements striving to free themselves from Western imperialimm, the unifying link
. predominated over the divisions within this pestewr world and seemed indesd
capable of forging s néw path for al) mankind, .

Both beceise it wen cne of the richest in culture and past traditions, and the
first to grin its independence, India weemed destined to play s central role on
itbe Asian contiment. As ths African continent slso scught to use Gandhim (1},
or the non=viclent mass rosistance mothod to gain frocdom, India's world role
shone mo brightly that it dimmed the other truth, that mo fundanentsl o in
human relations followsd independonce. +1he dominant Cengress Party, which
Buccecdod in uniting ali flasees in the struggle against foreign ‘Jomination,
first began showing its true class nature by leaving production relations, in
the oity or the country, basically unchanged, . :

 Indis contimusd to be the land of villages, with an outmoded agrioulture,
overladen with an entrenched landiord cleas, and & bAiting, EZ;“E induuirisl-
- ization that wes srefted on to of the semi-feudal relations., [t was bher
Poth overburdensd and undermined by the Bindu capte Bystem that BAG remained

uhiangalua through the millenie. Back in the 10tk cmtg,ﬁgggl designated it
of unfreedcn, -

as "the philosophy

It is true that, politically, there was both independence from Britain, ard
a parliamentary democrecy established so that, in law, ocxote is mot "reocognired™.
In life, unfortunately, it resaine dominant eo that slums in the oity, with thair
eountless unemployedj the hungry villages with their sacrad cows and ungsored
disregard for luman lives remain the most characterisitio featuras of "the Indian

way of 1ife,"

Every leader in tho new third world seems to consider himself a “socialist? «- l
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from Menon te FNaaser, from Mao to Nemumah, not to mentien the © Morxlat=leniniste
till=the-day=]=die™ Castro, But, obviously, it 1s not the human differsnce

these leaders ara concarned with, but the State Flan and scms statictics about

the "rate of eoconcmic growth."” Even that edmirer of the Indian way of life,
Barbara ¥ard, admits: ")large programs of public investment under the Plans e..
has givan Indian private onterprise the best decads in its history,” (2) But

tbe ntandazd of 1ife remains ths lowest in thas world -~ $60 por capits per anmuemg
the average span of life is a mers 26 yearsy and the unemployed ars ocuntlesz,
Even with the lush profits, Indian investment is only sbout half of the Chinese
rate of investaent (10F as against 205 of netional income).

China After Independence

It ip here that the ontry of China, 2 years after India’s independenoce,
quickly sook away from Indizs ite status as a "beascon for the underdeveloped landa%.
It io true that in Mao's China, the state, and not ths psople, rules over pro- )
duction, in egrisculturs as in industry. But, once it drove cut Chlang Kai-shek ,
China did sxperience an agricultural revolution, and did not have io compete with
private vested intoreets when it eatablinhed its Fivs Year Plang, Above all,”

. 4t-bad vhat the Indisn rulers did not and could not have = an usurped bamner ef
Hurxist liberation. Up to the “Oreat Leap Formward," which turmsd ot to be
atate regimantation in forced barrack-iike “ocommunes" -~ or, more procisely put,
up to the failure of the Oresat Leap Forwsrd in 1959, there wae po doubt that
on every front, from sgricultural reform to rapid industrialieation, from the

- prestige of itp. own hard-won victory ihrough guerrilia war to ‘encouragement of
national liberation movements, siretching from Algeria to-Cuba, armed with the
beansy of Marxist liberation, China was winning as against India , both the "

‘struggle for the minds of men and motual adherenis in this nsw third world, (3)

Wa need uot stop hers to demonstrate how falud ia the olaim of Mao to any
"darrian,” Friends should reread the apecial supplement on "MAQ TSE-TUNG, From
the Beginning of Power to the Sino-Soviet Dispute® (4) to get new insights into
the present war with India, as well, All I wont to say here is that, despite

-China's setback, she does not fear, at this mement, economic competition fram
India, Those who think that, if it wers not for the defeat of the fantastio
attempt to leap to 20th century industrialism in a mingle ysar, Mao would not -
have embarked on his present imperialist adventure, will once again be caught
blindfolded both as to the expected fair harvest thim year and, abave &ll,the

poesible breskthrough in the nuclear fisld in 12§§.

Cnce india sequissced in China'n conquest of Tibet, the rozd linking Tibet
to Chiva which oaused the latter to oross India territory to build, seamed a
"natural,” KNehru disputes that they had croseed Indian terrvitory to build it,
but the truth in that, following the oid line of imperialist seorecy, the seaming-
1y endlers sorrespondence between himself and Chou En-lai, over ths years, on that
one point remains hidden from tho masses, Whatever the truth, it was done behind
the backs of the 3asmes, Chinesc and Indian, and Nehru's 4llusione about Mao'd
intention have nothing to do with objective reality. .
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Takesi Oka, writing about the "Paradex in the Rinzlayns” (5) ocupares Nao's
present Chinese smpirs te that existing 1300 years age, in thes spacious days
of tho Tang Aynasty e.. The Chiness Coxrunist armies bave alroady filled cut the
boundaries of Imperial Chins at its genith, except Outer Wlongolin and Siberian
and Trans-Pamir areas lost & century ago to Russian Tsars."” ‘

The Sino=Savist Tiapute

~ Offhand, it may appesz that tke Sino=-Soviet dispute hea o relationship to
the China-India war. Or, if it has, Russie is “on the side of India,” Nebru is
not the only one that wishes to leave that lmprossion. Pregident Esmnedy'e
gpecial amissary to Indis, Averill Harriman, appearcd on FBC this Sundsy, and ap~
proved of the role Nehru is trying to pisy. This i not only a question of
nipctica”, Ever aince the Sine-Soviet dispute started, many uapecislists™ have
secen a possible realigmment of all rgdvanced industrial countries® againat
Chinese pratensions,

. Indesd, everyone from DeGaulle to Toyrbee has had such contradiotory "roasons”
ez Wast Burope Mextending o the Urals" and Communien being "paxt of Western
Christendon", for olinging to the view that Russia snd Chins will be in opposing
war oampi st the final showdown, Map, for hiz pert, has, oVED psince the ¥Great
leep Forward®, presented himpelf as "the trus lenirist” sgainst "the ravieionist®
¥hrushchev. This has yeached its own type of olimax during the Cubsn erisie when
Poiping's unalysis of Russia's withdrawal of missiles amounted to an accusation

_of betrayal and soting the role of "an appsaser® of American’ imparialisa,

Hothing oould bo further from ths truth, We will limit ourselves here to
those threo critical pointsz in the Sino-Soviet disputo which affected India, The -
firat iz the 20th Congress of tha Pussian Communist Farty, the so-czllad de-Stalin-
fration eongress, which first elaborated the "pesoceful _co-exiatence” policy salling
attention %o "the emergence in the world arenz of & group of peace-loving BEaropsan
and Asisn states which have proclaimed non=participation in bleos as & prineipls of .
their forsign policy" thus creating g vast peace sone." .

¥as acts as if Ypeaseful go-existence” was @ nrevisionist" ianvention of
fhrushchev. In fact, however, both the policy of ™peaceful oo-exigtence” and its
undarlying elass=collaborstionism =~ "the unity of four olasses” == WS in effect
throughout the Sino-Japancse ¥ar whan Mso Tse-tung and Chiang Eai-shekc collabor=
sted in & "national front." When Mso refurbished this policy in 1954 for the
Bandung cenference, Khrushohey took notlce of it not alons becauss it wen against
Wostern imperialimp, but also veoause he resd it as ¥Mgo's Aeolaration that iha
whole of the Afro-Asian worla was now declared to be his ‘sghero of infivenoe."

hobevis trip to India Tollowed and the following YosT, Ruesis elaborated
npeaceful co-sxistence" gs its own theory. Hao, in turn read it as Russian
winterfereace” into the Afre=Asicn world. Hevertheleas,it was through no a0oie
dont tbet the $wo Communist powers came to the same policy of tpeaceful co-exist~
ence” & it wap organic to their state-capitalist oleps=callaborationist pature,

The re-extablisbment of Sino-Soviet unity later that year in order tc put
down the Bungerian Revolution, and the launching of Sputnik No, 1 in October 1957
croated grendiose illusions in Mac%s China both about its ability "to slkip directly -
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inte Ceomunisn", and ite view that Russis was now gtrong sncugh to risk sll-
out nucisar war with that "paper tiger, the United States." Khrushchav's
oppositioen to both proposals makes Hao pefurbieh the puch misused Marxist
revolutionary lexicon, tailored to the Afro-ppianclotin-Anmerican worlds .
The power conflict is trancformed by ieso into e "{heory of revolution" while
Yhrushohev moves both theoretisally and praciically %o compete with .zo for
This Afro—Asian latin-imesicun werld, frowaing upon ifac*a incursions into
Tralen territory, elsborating g theory of bis ovm on the new "“uncommitied
worid."” This Khrushchev presented at the UN in 1960 first, and then 2B

the Party pletform, In 1561, he won s seat et the UH for Outer Mongolis.

The period of 1957-61, the period of rivalry within Cammnist crbit,
however, showed what could and always does, unite them: it is opposition to the
United Staotes, The U-2 spy plane incident In 1960 served as the unifying

_ingredient then, even as Indials pcgaptance of militery aid from the United
Statee will soon Bscome thet unifier again,-

The reason it appears otheZwise is that the Cube crisis parzlleled the
India=China war end was used by Mso as pretext once again to sppear the
miarxist revolutionary", placing Kuarushohev in the role of “appeaser,” The
conflict batwesen Russia end China is as real, and ag power—driven, as is the
rivelry witbhin NATO, And, just as the latter unite in any showdown with ths
 ptate-napitalist orbit, so does the state~capitalist orbit, calline itself
Coununist, unite in showdown of which of the two nuclear. titans will douinate
the world, ' ‘

Strangest of all blindfolds ie the one that covers Nehru's viaion, KNow
thet his "peutrality" principle lieo as ghattered as Bendung's "Five Principles
" of Co-CTxistence", co-suthored ty himself and Chou En-lai, ho has auddenly dis-
covered that Maoc wiches "to destroy the Indisn way of 1life", He rolls $hat
phrase off his. morel lips as if it woere some class-less phencmenon instead ‘of
‘mo olaas-ridden and contradictory & chain over Bo unfinished & revolution that
the strzins and stresses in the Indian body politio geve Mao the illusion he
vould bave ms easy a victory within Indie g8 the military victory on its bor-
ders, The fact thet the invasion instead, united Indis as & nation ghould

ve no iliusions to Nehru that the masges will forever be satipficd with &
shem rreedom end no bread. -

Two Opposing Ideolegi_g?

The tyuth im that it was not the claselessness but the sameneas of the
oless — that of Stete Planmers — which united Meo and Nehru at Bandunge

roapact for "savereignty of nations” and "non—interference in internal
affairo" meant no foreign interference in class relations within each oountry
so long as the third world could be & single unit egainst “"the West," Mao
atill thinke thet, on that basis, be can get acquiascence to his grab of
Indien territory by meny of "the uncommitied nations," ac indeed be seume to
be doing at the Colombo sonferonce meeting presently in Ceylon.

But 4f his imperialict subitions are all too clear, do Hehru's lesser
ambitions constitute a differvent glass phenomenon? The momont of irndependence
was the moment alse of the fratricidal war with Pakistan. (That unresolved
conflict was another elemont in the temptation of Meo teo attack,)
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There 10 no doudt tkat British imperialistic mancuvers and their etervnl
-itenpt 40 Break up a country at the mement of independence moc as to eontimue
its rule over it belped eet up the division betwcen India and Pakistan, It
is as true, however, that once the countries did meparate cach had a Zight te
1ts own existence. Oandhi becams @ marty. when he fought to end the "holy
war® and build up fraternal relations. Nehru chose Nenon as his "boly man" %0
proclass Pakistan "Enany No. 1% for all these 14 years, keop two~thirds of the
Aroy st the Xastzir site while lesving the borders to China unprotected frem
that "ally”, ) :

Despite ite "paried of glory"” = tho 1947-48 Xaghnir war, Fehry bad not
gllowed the Army any decisive role in the Indizn pattern of iife. Despits the
fact that he allewed the ultra-conservative Sandburst-educated officer class
%o have the Arny under its coowmand and play some eld imperialist roles «— in
Xores and in the Congs, Hedau's concept of the Tole of the srmy made it sub-
ordinate te the civil suthorities, In this he fundsmenially differs from
Mao, who, sven in the Communist (read: state-capitaliot) orbit holds to =
cpecial militaristic pesition, Ths Chinese Constitution is the only ohe whers
not only the “Party" tut the Away $s made symongmous with ths atate suthority.

. This one slement that would heve oroated at least the semblance of an
ideclogy in opposition to that expounded in China is now itself in question
gince the Anglo-inerican #5¢ will rot only como with poljtical strings attacked
but insvitably oreate its omm imoge internally by raising ' the Indien Army te o
nex status, Since Fehru's good mati-eilitary instinoti.wors not becked up by
s proletsrian clase position he will insritably give way-both to the Angle-
Ameriosn nq.vice and Indisn Amny ambitions, . . . .

T4 4@ true that he ig still holding ocut onn hope of not coaplately falling
{nto the orbit of Western imperialism by counting on.Russian aid, Wt inspler
as ths Indisn Dasscs are goncerned, does it reilly msttar whether it is the
‘Russien or the ‘Amepiosn nuclear orbit' en as A Ioreign policy, & military
Tine io a dorivative, rather than a determinant, of the olaas relations withis
the country. XN THIS LIS THE DANGER THAT INDIA MAY STILL CAPITULATE EITHER
70 COMMUNIST TOTALITARIANISE OR TO A MILITARY CLIQUE. ' :

Nohru's unique authority in Indie dues not stenm from bis orsation of new
relstions with the graat zass of the Indien pasople who must bend both to his
State Plens and to the private capiitzlist and entrenched landlord intercsts.
He hio besn s leader of ths styuggle for indspsndence from Britsin, and he
bas now been sttaoked by bis Communist ally, and the Indian people have naved
Wiz from downfelil.  Hio depperate atiempt first now to search for g new ideo-
logics) bamer and come up with "the Indian way of life" will oreate no new
world apart from both poles of world capital == the Russo~Soviet or Anglo=
imeTican orbits «— fighting for world domination. To cling to the classeridden
*Indisn way of life" is only one mors way of saying "the old eannot be changed™
= and, by losing the struggle for the minds of men, losing both India and the
navw third world.

It wos no scoident that in the 15 years since independence, in the 11 year
alliance with Mac's Chine, in the 7 yeers of "iAfro-Asisn Solidarity Conleranse™,
plus the inmumersble “neutralist" confersnces zinoce, ¥ehru failed to condemn
Russis either for its countsrerevolution®y role in putting down the Hungarien
Revolt in 1955 or for its uniletersl bresking of the nuclear moretorius)
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soquiesced in Chine's conquest af Tidet and owed sufficiently te the UAR's
ptand en Isreel mot to open sn enbassy thers although he had been anong the
first to hail its indspendence, The opportunist, the short-sighted, tho sell-
rightecus, the smbivalent in foreign and military policies, was the counter—-
point to the so-called socislist, but actually eapitalist, exploltative relationo
internally, The Indian people who have pushed bim off his "neutraliiy" for

the Sino=Sovist orbit, must now see that he doesn't mersly shift cver to the
Anglo-imoerican orbit, leaving production relations and ideclogicel banner aa
unchanged as the shangeless caste system of "unfreedom.”

= PRAYA

{1) Gandhisn means both much mora, snd much less, than passive nen-violent

' nass rosistance, From Oandhils first introduction of santughsra and the
resulting British maspacre at Amritsar in 1919, which' coincided in world
affairs with the Russian Revolution and the atiempts in India to start a
¥arrist movement which he fought, to Gundhi's role in the posi~VWorld Wey IT
wovement he finally led to victory and thus became ths prototype of the new
netionolist revolutionary in Africa «— there lies & quarter of a cantury
in need of anclysis, Thip is not the place to attempt it,

(2) Barbers Ward, "'he Rich Hetious, the Poor Nations,"

(3} " Hationaliem, Comxmunism, Harrist-Humanics and the Afro-Asian Hevolutions,®

(4) Hews & Lstters, January, 1962
(5) Cliristian Science Monitor, Hov. 26, 1962

(6) One other role for which Gandhi will go into bistory is hardly ever men-
tioned, and yet it will endear him more to future gonerations than the
role he 48 famous for. This "hid'en™ role is his recugnitien that "The
Party" in power is corruptible, Though he passed on his mantle of leader~
thip to Hehw:, ha himself refused to take & powition in power, and urged
that others too must stay out of power and look at the ruling Congress
Party, their own, with “outside" eyem.
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% GATLILE'S CHALLENGE TO IEIUEDY:
A Hew Franoo-Germen Axis as
a Dexinaat World Power

Daar Friends:

The unferlying similarity betwoen the opposito pereonalities of the desd
Hitler and tbs living De Gaulle, steme from the sconomie compuleion of the imperi-
aliem of state-capitaligm, Ever sines the Depression .sealsd the fate of compati=-
tive capitaliem, eapitalism has tried to hold on to its vowsr through soms form
of the State Plan, Rich countries liks tha United States could hold on through
& comaratively mild edmixture like the NHow Dealy defeatsd and poor countries
1iks Gerumany oould not otop short of fascien mnd evan then orly on ths yromiss that
1t would not remain within the confines of a singles country tut extond 1tself to
.all Furgps, Only on this sxpanied foundation — tha centralization of Murdpeun
. capital «— could the "master raca™ hopa %o challengo the U.5, dominant world posi-

tion, ,Hitler would have liked to have created a German-Britigh axls bofors wmder-
: talcing the world task of’ deotruetion, He almoot sucoseded at Munich, VWhen thet

falled, he went it mlone, nsver fooling h!.mself that 'ﬂ.dv Trance wms o su'batitnte
for Englam, ‘ .

'

* Fov that De Gaulle France has automated ite industries, cantmuea its capi~
+4al, apl, through a Common Morkat, rather than by s dlitzirieg, accompliched the
sane for ;uurt of Eurcpe, Defoulle dreems much hore fantastic dreams than Bitler’
ever did, mt because he belongs to the 19th centwry =nd drsamp of at glories, but
becauss he is of today and dreams of futwre conquests, Without Hitler's armed
Elght plug his "secrat weapsn", tndoed disdaining the nuclear might of the United
States because 2t hag been trought to & stendstill by the equal might of Rusaia,
he 18, by cbear daricg (Mso has as much gall when he challezgng Russla) 1aid
down his gauntlet and demandesd that Kannedw Esninedy, not Hacmillua or evenfoone
tinenta.l Xurope®™=— pick it up.

Here Lin & man with an ¢lophantine mezory which goes tack not merely to the
. Fronca of Louis XIV or Napoleonic France vhen French eulture he'ld 8wy, but to the
beginnings of cdvillzation, To hinm France ig not just France, aor even "Just™
Turope; she im the finegt Buropean fiower of Grasco~Roman ewlturs, that is to say,
af 8ll of Western Civilization (and was thers ever any cother that wasn't absorbed by
it, including Fgyptology!). . ,

Ea ram’oan overything, Yut hag learned mothine, He iy blinded hy his culture,
hip ntata. g miit and his clagg, &nd faile to ze the digintesration of
clus oivili:.a.tinns. from tho fall of Yl Noman Emvire %o the collapse of Jrance in

v --u-
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Yot 4t looks 1ike he will got awy with 4¢ all 4n capitaligtic Rurops, The
pathetlic part of the Amerfcan pross !s the contral it exercless over itaelf,
After all, Ds Gaulle the inviactible ie & croature At invanted when, in post=war
Yecrs, it transformed the Junicr- general whom Rooeevslt had eruwrned during the
war, into the hero who "hnd gaved JFrances from Compunian® 1in 15445 and frow
"chaog" in 1958, Therefore ths undorlying motif of sven the st-ongest prosent
eriticien iy "Esep cool with Xemnedy.® And Kennedy 1s hleeping cool® Yy private-
ly searching for means with vaich to unlermine De Gaulle, and publicly eaylng
that De Gaulle couldn't possibly msan vhgt he openly says he veans since it is
al) based on "reliance on V,S, muclear power to deter Busuia,® It i¢ allegedly
becaugs Do Gaulle “takes the TUnited States for granted " in thig crucial psnge
-tbat b allows himpalf the glory stanoe, :

Letts poe,

IHE TIPERTAY, PRONUZCIAMZETO OF JAN. 14

A fow hours prior to Presidont Zennedy's swpearance before & joint gession’
of Congress, whore he was to deliver an address on the State of the Uniom, fo- |
togral to vhich wes his ccnespt of the "Atlantic Comrmnity®, De Gaulls wurmned
a pracs conference mt which he presented himself as an alteraats, and, maturally,
the supericr,leader of Weastern Civilisation, It war also the eve of ths signing
of & Franco~Germn Treaty that wuld grarantse’ mutusl consultations on everything
from languags courses in elementary aclioole to military defenas of Iurope, if mot
the wrld, Yot the culitral Fuhrer ~= the face wap ng ynical® as that of
Hitler, tut his Fronch was impeccable w timed his wnilateral axclusion of Brie
taln, not just frrom the Oommon Market but from Europe iteelf, to preceds both
the new Treaty and Kennedy!s addroms, Only those who go in for & cheap nso~
Ireudlanign about "father image” could vossibly imozine that Ds Gaulle meant o

_Go other thoy what he was doing: challemging USA leadership of the "West®? wad
spitting in the face of hig nsvw fownd love and bride-to-be, 8o that ghs ghould
krow from the start vho is master in ths "new Zurope,' ' o,

The men who condescends to admit that he 1g not immortal stated at that

sams Jan, 14th "press conference® that, Mn 50 yeara® provided that in the mean~

tive cha haw broken from her "lependance" on the United Statea and reooﬁnisod the
primecy of France, Britain may earn membership $n Burops, But by then I wiii
without doubt mo longer be hera. : )

God rested on the seventh day; De Gaulle will not until he is dead,

W11 ne oven then? Uniess ho is mrze of 1iving wmtil the ripe ags of 122
years, ha must mean, either, that he 13 a nrophet, or that he is confident that
tie totalitarian inatitution he wlis a parliament "abova parties” would carry
out hie line wntil glory cume; and crucial to that aonoast iy that the U, 5, be

Znclared entirely beyond whe pale,

*Thig ie ths wan vho, &t the anl of the war, demanded the "internationmalixation®
¢f the Buhr and the Rhineland,
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1 few Years ago be dad znlled the United States Turche's "davghter.® Ob-
viougly, sha is not a favorits of the self-proclaipsd lerder of all Europs and
be warng £11 and sundry that ths United States is coming to Burope only o pray
on it, Since Africa and latin Ameries cannot vay for Amsricen products and
Europe can, America hes mowhero else to go but to affiuent Turove®®, But,
daclares thile aracle, Furops will not atoop to conquer. The U.S5, w11l hawve to
lose 1%s lmmaturity and rize to bs conquared, Xurops will not give up ite
great culture for the mese of pottage repressnted by U,5, muclsar might brought
to & standstill by the nuclear power of hor protagoniet, Euasism, & Bugsia that
could becoma part of Euroue if oblY aee.

As wa seo, far from De Gmulle mcting ma bs doss only becanse he 1z a juplor
partner that cms depend unon the U S, for muclear protection, he ie acting as he
doos bscouse he thinkg that that muclear protection is very nearly worthlsas Bee
cauge of the nearly squal might of Buesia. Moreover, De Gaulle thinks ha can
win over Bussia ~~ and from "he yellow peril® at that! (see 1959 gpeech below)

12 thin 1e madnses, as it 1, it is nct, howesvar, the madness of an $ndi-
vidusl egomaniae, It is the mdnege of the state—ocapitalist sge that has exmled
& Mupgpolind and a Hitler and felied. De Gaulle ia rezdy now to embark on
equslly fantastic misadventures, : : L

To understard De Gaulle, we nesi naither peychology nor “dependsneca” on
Esrnady snd the Amsrienn Dourgeois press. Waat 1s opsentisl 1a that wo turn
back the pages of history to the Depreerion in tha year after the rise of Hitler,

- and to the attempt of mative faselsr to take over in Prance,

TIRNING POINTS 1N FRENCH HISTONY, 193437 AND 547 — 48

On February 6, 1934, the fasciste in France sttompted to overthrow the
goverament and themselven taks powor. The ricts to that end found the setablished
government, as usual, pcwerless. But the proletariat ross uwp svontanaguely
egainst the Taacliats, battled them on the strests and, within & days, came out on
gonsral strike, putting an end to the fascist proeteneions, Ths proletarian
victory wae followed up, in 1935, by the formation of a popular from and gonsral
elections in which the Soclaliats, for the firgt time, won a clear majority.

Iven then the proletariat Aid mot lat power slip from its hands dut followsd wp
the parliamentary victery and ascension of Leon Blun to the Fremlerghip with
SIT-DOWNS which covered the whole of France, "Ths following legislation wae .
qulckly enacted: the 40 hour wsek, riss in wiges, vecations with pay., Then the
boclalicgts rested on the laurels of the "French New Deal® vhile, a3 men who now
vicided wtate powor, they turned their backs on the Spanish Rsvolution, Au thay
declared themgelves Mmeutrull and refuaed to arm the revolution although Nsecisn
armed the comter-revolutiorn, the aotege war set for Fussian Commumnism to arm the
Topular Froot at both a high price and with masgive ensush political strings to
strangko it, '

%  (onpidering that France's annual budgat ig hardly more than Gif's, thers is,
after all, a good reason for talking not merely as France but as all Evrope,
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vhat was the French n:l.l!.h.rs'-bnu. including 4te noteso~Junior officars,
dsins during thoss throe, critical yeare? We have the revealing French pundit's
book (The Grave ore of France, by Fertinax), written to expoces the rottenses sf
the French general staff, and to play up the Junior Goneral De Geulle 20 the hsad
of a fres FPrancs, %hen the foundations for French fagcis® wers openly being luid
in 1934, but ware met Yy %a yeritable popular revolution®, Petain, atates the
Januvary 1935 d%ary ef Fertinay, “wes cut to the heart by tho fear of social up-
heaval which in co many & conservative had p{lenced avery feeling of patriotiem ¥
(p.423) Petzin s for Loval and Lavel, ever sinoe 1935, wee for & Franco-German
rapzrochement, And what wes Qeoneral Charles 4s Gsulls deidng! He wmo avguing with
the Genersl Stnff, but 1t wus not adout oy orposition to native fupelsm, Tha
Fronch genersl wme arguing as a military man who considered the Fdefensive doctrins® -

futils, and wanted to mechanize tha French Armry .

- When World wWar II troks sut in 1939 De Oaulle felt himpelf vindicatad, as if
tanks would have won tho war ] The truth is that he win part and parosl of the
bourgeels arny and tourgeois clmes whigh' v2a mdermining the Freach Republic evsr
since 1934, ®The fmpact of coclaliem on the Repudlic, ¥ writes Portinax, “angettled,
. from'one epd of the community te the other, the propertied classes, both thoss long

asiablicghed and those of raecont date,® It is these fasclst beginnings that came
to full bloom dwring the Pphony war® when Gensral Weygand demanded an armistics be
signed because "I do not wmit Francs to yua into the danger of falling imto the

anarchy which followe military defeat ,,. (and) disorders spread throughout the
argy and the population,” , ,

L]

_ Again Petaln thougat Prance needsd Iayel, ‘and Lawval tﬁowﬁt Frarce needed - .
Hitler! Petain came tc power in Francoe to meke 4t an edjunct of Hagld Gormany.

‘How ths migerable role of the bourgeoinsie repeate itanlf in history! During
tho Franoo-Prussian war in 1870 Marshall Baraine gurrendersd at Mat ‘s == and then
asked the Germans for permisgion "to save France from hernelf,* As Xarl Marx put
it then, the "Government of National Defense™ turned cut to be ths *Foverament of
Batlonal Defsction.® ‘When the Paristan proletariat saved Parin and ostablighed
the Qummme, the French bourgsoleie found muck wore in sommon vith their German
sneny than wvith their cva working men and woneriy aRd appealed to 4t for help to
Pt dowe the Commumel \ ' .

in 1940 Leon Blum vas arrested and Petain's nephew, Gensral De teulls, left
peacafully for exile, 1In his Homolrs, De Geuwlle wpeaks esftly of Petaln, ap if
the betrayal of Vichy France wag dus merely to the fact that o01d age is thip-
wreck, " The nephew!s defeneo of his uncle Za not out of any femily leyalty. Tae
reasong are gbjectivs, The defeetist Petain snd the glory-sasking Do Gaulles may
be oppouite peruonnu;iun. tut thay aras :‘t'utho gano clang, the same military eagte,

reprepgpentatives of ths rrupt, de ot bourgeola m
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In that ssmes, amd that sexse alems, they are BDenapartists, Whea Frepsh'
fosclen wap re¥uffed in 1934, they turned, not to ths worksrs who rebuffed it,
but to the sword that wsuld oppose any attempt of the workers to ronls themsslves,
“The sword,® wrote De Gaulle, ¥is the axls of the world, and greatness cannst Dde
sharsd,® "Whan Naxl Gorsany over-ran France, the general with an army capitulated
to Hitler,and the general without an army went, temporarily, ovar to the Allims,

The Allfes paid 1ittle atiention to Da Gaulle wnti) the preletarint in France
vrganized en mndergreund. The Allies them resognized hin as the French gevernment
ia exile ~— in order to make gure to Foist him oz the Hatioml Eesistance ge "its
lesdar ¥ The fast that the Copmniste wors willing, vpet instructiow of Stalin
vho feared independent proloi:arm rule, to utse their preatige as Resistance
-fighters foward the eame ani, assuresl Do Osulle the prusidenay of thy yrovielonal
governmedt aliter 1iberation, Without them, in 15&1&1 bo would bave been ag

xerisag ag he w 8 without the $s was not decauss ho 4idn't try

to ostablish hig own type of fascist perty,* . He foundsd the "Mally of the Fromch’

Peorle”, tut, sa 1n 1534 the Freach proletardat would hawe uone 6f the Crolr ds Feu,
© 80 1t would have nons of tho Bssmeabloment in 1947, (Whem I was 4n Parie in 1947

I hnd gemelon to axporience that the Basewmblomsnt which was supposed to be

"sbove parties? ws not above fascistic enticSemitim,) The strikes of 1947 and

1948, agpecizlly the latter, were independent as well of the Communists who

wanted anti~Gaullim controlled to sult the Moscow line of the new old war which

made tho Harshall Plan rather than mative capitaliem the moin villain, Cmce szain

De Gaulls retired hinself, this tiue to mures his hatred of the Fpurth Republic

and itz now Uonstitution, :

AUTQMATED PRODUCTYON, STATIFIED PRODUCTION, QOM&N MARKET PRODUCTION

© The damooratic Qomatitution of 1946 valch crowned the new, Fourth Republlie,
snd ws fo have sagared 1t sgainst ths riss of nov dictators wae most Irofoudly
nmalysed, not ty those o usurped the mame of Harx — the 1iving Communists e=
bub by the desd Marx, One Iundred years dack, in The bightesnth Brumeire of
Louls Bonaparte, ko wots of tha "gonstitution~tiaking, pure republicns” asd the
Time of 1it$le Eapeloony ¥They sought to . cheat doatiny l? oonstitutional ewning,e.
Buck was tho Constitution of 1648, which on Dooember 2, 1851, was overthrows ot
by a heal, bul fell at the touch of a more hanty thie hat, to Yo sure, ws a
thres—~cornared Hapcleonic hat,” ’ :

Those who wuld eubstitute Yeonstitutioml cumming® for rule of the maswes
bave Dever yet fafled to produce their Napcleons {1 and IIT), the Muesclinis and
Bitlera, the Adevavarc and De Gaulles. Analoglee, however, ara no gubstitute for

® A1) the ¥intellectual® cuteries that ons cammot uss the term fascism exospt to
@oscribe & petty-bourgeols mess party a 2a Nazimn forget (1) that Hussclinits
fagcist Oorporate Otete wms mot guite the famcim of Gornany either 4n the state or
the type of partys (2) that ouce ¥aziem wxs defoatod, it wowld suraly net reappear
in the seme form, especislly whon the erisis comes 2ot from a depression, tut from
the rrogpurous imperisiism of state-cepitalismy and (3) that by mo mocideont 414
fosolm oall itself Hutfomal Bpsinlimy It wos only after it sachieved total pormr
that its Srue visage of both centralization of capital &Y concentration azps do=
voloped into the horrer the world luows, 3099
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variel historic epochs, BEach era has its ¢wd ecenwmie reasen for being and oura
cannot be seen outside of the iatost stazes of eapitalist woduction —— Automation s
and ita snocdfic imperialiom, seern in this inst-nee in France's changing relations
to Algeria, .

After a decade of intriguss, 1n and out of Parliament, De Caulle came out of
¥retirement” to esoure full powsr in 1958, 3Big Capitel, the top Yrass of the Army ~—
Petainistg, Geullists, and more openly fmscistic gensrals -—- and tha QAS conspired
to bring ths "Big Man® 4in to put an ond to ths Fourth Republie, Ewaryone knows -
about De Gaullets Mouble—cross” of the CAS and the bitter gonerels. Fsw remember
that Hitler went through u much greater bleod purge of bis *radienl wiag" then .
De Gaullie did of the QAS which remming quite intact for Yutwre use, provided they
will learn sty opd how Big hpital becked De Gaulle for thig double—croas.¥  With.
the Tiret Flan for Hoderniration and Equipment which went into effect in 1947,
heavy induetry had rstecled and waos ready to rid the French seonomy of the plazwe
which kept 4t from getbing out of the amall league —= the amall ehopieepsr, emall
laplowner, w=all grocerymas;, the entirs petty bourgsois that. failed to vnderstand
the monopely stage of ompital reached me far back as World ¥ar I, TFrem the point
of viav of De Gaulle, 1% wes even more urgent to "solernize® ths French state, snd
that meant to get rid of the "emall men" who could not see that the Algerian war
ran counter not orly to the winds of change and the implaeable nutfonal libaration -
movement, but evan to neo~colonialim: which kmsy hov to grant mominal freedom to

ite olonler go that it might be free for the leap into ths truly new imperlalimm

ato-eapltalipt world dopivation,

The frporinlism of state~mapitalism is the ksy to the wderstanding of the
‘present stage,of imperialiasm all over the world, It 4g the capitaligm vhich ox-
tonded 1te dmperialist dominztion from -the technologleslly tackuard lands to the

. most advanced, as Hitler had done in hig blitgkrieg of Eurcpe, It is ths imperial-
ign shich refusas to ebids Wiy the facts”, that two, and only tw, Pig Powers re-
mained gtanding at the end of World War II 2n place of the several big powers
"which hall divided tho world smong themselvwes previously., It would rathar pretand
to act as duffer beteeen them, not hy beine s btuffer, but by belonging, Ds Ganlle
is anking Burops to belonz to him, or to tbe new Franco-German axis, mot merely
baceuse of glory nting or prestige politics, btut because of hard economics,

* *

It 19 true that, ae & single ommtry, Franesfs anmunl 'bt':ﬂ.get is not much more
than GXle anmual bviget, It is aquelly true that, as Burppe, the countries vory
nearly match U,5, preduction, Morsover, France experiencsd an amual 4,58 rate of
growth in the past docade as sgainst the U.S.'s 2.5%, snd the Fourth Plan that got
undor way £n Jily of this year called for a 24% incrsase in overall profuction and
anmal rate of growth of 5,58, Italy's rate has exoeeded France's, snd Qermany!s
baz exceeded Italyle. West Germny which ds a1l "private enterpriss” bag reachad
an anmial raté of growth of 76, but cince 1t is slowving down, 1% is looking at
Trance's plap, especially since it £x Mvoluntary™, that 1s to say, N3z Easinsgs
enthusinationlly supports 4t for i1ts profitg have aever been higher, Indesd,
Kounedy, toc, sent a toan of experts $o look into it and ese vhother hs could make
such a plan palatable to hig capitalist clase.
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Brain Trust may have thevght De Gavlie's mauner of epling tho
Algerian war wae sufficlent to traresorm the genoral inte m fdemocrat, " Thay must
nov reap the fruit of that delusion. If only they hod juiged Do Gaulle by thair
ows motivations, insteed of the 0AS's, they vould bhave recognized both a kindred
poul emd an ensmy. I 4g trus the United States acted as & gollective cepitalist,
and on a wast, hithario wdresmt-of stela when it 4ptroduced the Margholl Flan
4o gave capitalisilc EFurope. The "mgratefulnsss® of De Oaulle Ss that he knows |
ths T, S, had to do 1%, 1¥ 1% was going to challengs the only other glant to come
out of World Wer II —~ Russla. Hip only conoarn uow is that msither Auvtomation
nor the State Flsn, nor the Gommon Market, csn substitute for nuclsaw power. This
then i¢ the Achilies heel of Ds Goulle's had econcmi cs apd ney Ponn—Faris axis,
Lat' e mes whather, 4n recognizing bis vulneradle point (through which Zsmedy hopés
" %o regain dominance of Ewope) De Gaulle has ‘become vulnersble, not in the hodl,

but §n the hemd, :

NUCLEAR POWER AND INTELLECTUAL CHAUVIRISM : .
Whsn De Oaulle caue to power, ho bogan his first fliréation with Eurushchevy

Enrughchey was #o earor to listen to an enewy of HAYO within HATO that he treyelled

to Paris to tell s Gaulls he even funderatood * his Algerien positionl

pot the only surprissz of the year 1959. Do Gaxlls'e anprlysis of thie flirtation

* panged the test of inmnity 4tes1ft "Ho doubt Soviet Rusals wee rocognizes that

nothing can ghange the fact that she, Rugsis -~ 8 white Iuropean nation ... 1

faos to face with the yellow mases of China ... casting their eyes about then on

the .opon upaces over yvhich they must cne dny gpread,¥ '

L] -

Before wo too sagerly run to the conclusion of 4ndividual ineanity, howvever,
1et!g remembsr that his putrid vhite hauvinien, so characteristic of the late
19th century apd its "ehite man's burden’, reappears in De Gaulle neither through
- his reversipn to tha past mor by accldent, Thie too 1s characteristic of the fnaw
jmperialiem, Hs lmows, &s well ag any neocolonimlist, that this is not ©ha wy
to spesk to a colomy that mas Jaot gainod ste 1iberstion, tut, ah, amonget "us..
the have powers®, well, then, are fyn? going to let tho wderdeveloped Lechnologles
- bring us down to their Jjevel?! Remeuber, alsc, that the ssme 4ntellsctusl chauviniem
resppeared in the Jammry 1k, 1963 pross conference when Do Geulle refarred to the
Upited States @a gotting tired of giving thelr goods to Africa and thersfore :
wnting to get in on the thriving EBuropean Common Market where they can sell their

goote. s .

¥ow thep, in 1959, he also maintained that %only France knoweg that peace er
war will be decided in Furope" and that thin "will decide the destiny of the woridf,
streseing that Europeans fon whichsver gide of the Curtain they £ind themgelves,
want to establish concord among themselves, then poace will be ansured, But if
Furope remains divided 1n two opposel factions, war will sooner or later destrey
the human race,? (My emohasls.
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Whethar 4t 1s De Gaulle's iatellectuval chauvinicm er France’s contral gee- |
graphic poeition which has 1ed him to play for the wery nichast staksa — forelng
Eonnedy (or Karushchev) to pley pover politics acoording to the tume he, Do Gaulle,
calls, does not matter, What doec matter ie that he hag, with the Treaty of Ade—
maver, treated a nsw, & powerfil, & frightening axia in Zurope, Frightening bocause,
Gempite the dissimilerities of ow %progperous” tines against the depression of
the 197018, degvite the dissinmilaritiew of the personalities of Hitler and
Ds Gaulle, despite the diesimllaritiea between the Hazl terror end the French
domocreey, there is more than merely a repinigcent anslogy between the present
sxis apl Hitler's, ‘ _

~ There is, first and above all, tho zame objective sconom. ¢ compulglion for the
eantralization of Burcpean canitael and, ing ble from 1%, the now imparisliom
_qf the aze of state—capitaiiogn whlch eseks domination of Europs only o stepoing

gtons for sinsle world donination. Thers 1s, sscomdly, the Adensuer part of the
De Gavlle axie, T ig wiys 88 attractive as Thrughchev finda De Geulle's anti-
imericanism, he does ot do in 1963 vhet he dld in 19593 flirt with De Gaulle who

might very woll bave premised to vut his independent nuclear ndeterrant” in the
hands of some German m-m_sd.ata ‘ - :

) . -

Wouched in the head¥, or otherwige, De Gaulle, as ve sss, has found the
vulnerable voint in Loth the Anglo-American axis ppd "the Varsaw powora®, indulinz
the Sino-Soviet orbit, ALl tha oubery in Burope agsinet one-man domimation hao
been wrds, Just worde. So have been the eriticdiems in the Anerican prasa whichy
. oven vhen they go %o fthe axtrems" and do counterpoze the De Gaulle Ugrand design®

agoingt Eennedy's, b1l opedk of the general ma a man of ¥the pagt? and hig do—
plgn ac "ntreverted, ¥ 1,e, only Xurcpean, That this is sheer Donmenss, they
themsslvas sxpose 63 they becouwe apologists for Ds Govlle and in the same articles,
or articles on the day afier, gwallow their worde of digenchantment snd even ‘their
- American chauvinimm “to keep cool with Kemnedy" 4n order to ndvisa tha latter that
after all, Da Uawlle does "ava a point® not only in hie adhorenca to Turopsan
Findependence®, btut also in the walue . his 714ttle bomb" couvld have, etc,, 8ica
They are so sager to give in %o the myth they themselves have croated = the in-
vinci®¥ility of De Gevllo — that one is almost tempted to turn away freo it 211
with & "thay dessrve vhat they get.”® ' o

*

Unfortunately, those maimen abe playing with the destiny of mankind, The
elephantine memory of Ds Ghulle is, after all, neither Juet French, nor Just a
nemory, It is an inctinct, the claso inhtinct to hold on to this decadent society
sbsolutely st all costs. The nevly rich, as wll as fghe 01d" Big Two have now
'prozd that they ars ready Ydoih for totolitarion savagery, and for the mclear hole-
Laugte

. r
Tot uas then wara tham that neither Pafigalle- Adepavsr, DoT w’o Ehrudhcher,
has found a wey out of their kini of chaotie produckive axd perennial war «ysteo

vhich has brouvght by to the ragor edge of mankind!c extinction, Automsted poduc~
tion remains Talua produstion, brought to an extrems by the fact that the violent
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and incossant tachmolegical revelutiens are congtamtly throwing out the exiy
luo~value creating eubstance; 1living laber, Ths Kennedye,Eorushchave,

Do Gaulles, Adenauers all wont to suwpress that creative foroe -~ the working

cless, anl the penrny-a-liners are too eager to forget tha fact that the terrer

ie rooted in the relations of production and the nsed to control workers which

ends in btuilding bver greater concoptraticn cmmpa,: Tho totalitarian savagery

of a Hitler 1o mot ovorcome just baceuss in its embryonic form 4t has asp its

representative & cvltured Do Gaullenss_the white terror in Algerin? which wes by

aan : ade o01]ld have ven to them.

Jscaune the terror 4s rooted in the relations of prgd.uction' and the nesd to
control the woriking élass, orly the woriking clasa can destroy it, st its reot,
Da Geulle moy have found the weal point in his awn class, but ho hag nevs yot
fownd he ean hold power when the working .clase sn mapge turng against him, as’
thoy have done at the past turning-points 4n history, vhich did awy with outright
fascigt pretonsions in 19304~5 ard Do Gaullisn onos 25 1947~8, T1¢ will do s
again, Ho one elsa oen, ' .

~— BAYA

‘

* The white terror in Algeria by "free French " Ds Gaulle during the war, wmo nok.
the only instance ks ghowed ths stuf? shite imperialimm 1s made of, The magsacte
in Madazascar was carried out Aractly under his commpd,
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POLITICAL LDITER
April 15, 1963
AMERICAN CIVILIZATION ON TRIAL, As Statement '

of Qur Views and ae Basis for Follow-Up Studies
and Articles

Dear Friends:

It is seldom that any of our Political lgtters deal with internal
rathor than extermal eventa, This one will do so for two baeic reasons, which ere
of the utmost importance for our organizationsl growth: (1)} it 4a imperative that
each and every one of us internalize Amoriecan Civiliszation on Trisl eo that we oan,
at a moment's notice, make a comprehensive prasentation of thess views to cutside
groups and individualsj (2) it i5 equally important that we do not ocnoider this
pampblet es 2 "finishad work", but tbet we constantly expand it, reinterpret it, and
bring it up to date, . . : .

' For example, om the day -—— Fridsy, April 12 — whan I wae to make a
presentation of it to the Detroit locsl, news dispatches announcad thet Switzerland
bad expslled: one Erich Rajekovie, Adolph Eichman's right~band man, who hud been re-

- sponaible for the murder of 110,000 Dutch Jews; inoluding Anne Frank., Despite sll
the tears that had been shed over .<he "Diary of fnne Frenk", as n book, as & plsy,
as a movie, which mey have equalled the tears shed over little Eva trying to oscape
over the joe an ghe was pursued by the hound dogs of Simon Legrse, the Storm Trooper
Rajakovio easlly meltsd into the orowd at Munick and made good his cascapes while, at
the seme time, in our South, the savage use of savage dogs agsinet the Freedom
Pighters of today made it impossiblo for any of thom 4o escape that dregnet, In a
mord, not only doos the todayness of history make possible the presentution of AmerTie

oan Civiligation on Trial as a living document, tut the one-worldednoes ¢f today
|- geale,

Allows for its mpplication on an inteimational

. Toward both these ends, I wish, first, to present the title and con-
tants pags of the pamphlet in ite final form as it is now going %o presas

200 Yemrs After the Fmancipstion Proolamation
AMIRICAN CIVILIZATION ON TRIAL

Hegro As Touchstona of Histvory

IRTRODUCTION: 1= Of Patriots, Bcoundrels and Slave Masters
2= Compalling Iosuss =t Stake

PARD I = FROM THE FIRST THROUGH THE SECOFD AMERICAN REVOLUTION

Yo Aboiitionimsm, Pirst Phase: From '"Moral Suasion" to Earper's Ferry
2= Abolitionism, Second Phasa: The Unfinished Revolution

PART IT ~= THE STILL UNFINISRED REVOLUTION

1= Northaern labor Strggles to Break Capital's Stanglehold, 1877=97
2- One and a Eolf Million Forgotten Negro Populiets
3= Populisn &nd Intellectual Ferment
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PART IIT -~ IMPERTALISM AND RACISM

1= Rise of Monopoly Capital
2- Bacism and Flunge into Imperialism
3= A Fow iwekening of leabors the I.W.W.

PART IV «~ HATIONALIS! AND INTZRNATIONALISM

1~ The Negro Movsa Forth
2~ Garveyism
3~ Marximm

PART V = FROM THE i)EERESIOH TEROUCE WORLD AR IT

1= The CIQ Cbanges the Fane of the Nation and Ma%cs o Break 4n
Negro "Nationaljem"

2 March on Washington

3~ The Communiste Oppose Indepondent Negro Movarenis

Part VI -~ THE NEGRO AS THE TOUCHSTONE OF HISTORY

1~ Urbanization of Negroas :
2~ The Two-Way Road to African Revolutions

PART VIT — FACING THE CHALLINGE , 19431963
1= The Self-Determination of Pecple and of Ideas

2~ The Kew Voicen We Heard .
3~ What We Stand For snd Fho We Ars

Flsase note Part VI, Instead of being 1 sub-section under "What
How?", "The Negzo as Touchstone" has not only becoms & full part, but it 18 no
longer restrioted to the American scens. That is to say, by including the sec-~
tion on the African Revolutions hare, we are able to present ths intemational
role of the Negro. I bope many friends will wish to expend this section by vari-
ous articles in Kews & Latiers, The main points of expansior, howover, will eams
on the American stone., In thim respeot, I would like to single out one of the
additions I made in oxrder to enccurrga others to taks adventage of the oondenued
form of the pempblet to elatorate on other phases of American development that we
couldn't pomsibly go inte, in trecing the dialectic of history that has never
before been traosd frem a Marxist-Humunist viewpoint, I am referring to Part II =
"The 5till Unfinished Revolution " — whare it was necessary to teke note both of
the eoonomic detorminist view of the Civil War as an "economic revolution", and
to argue againet the attitude that the Jefferson-Jaokson-Lincoln tradition is
fundamentally different fom the "other' traditioms

' The new phase of Northern capitalist develomment hzd, of course,
been a motivating force for the Civil War, But, the economic determinist
view notwithetanding, it was not the prepellent. The Second Amarican Revo=
lution was more than an "economic revolution.” Much s the industrialists
wished to bresk the monopoly of onmmercial over industrial oapital, of Ameri=
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can slavishness to British textile manufacture, "cash and compromise" was

to0 ingrained an element of American capitmlimm for the industrialists to
venture forth into civil war., Only the most prodigious revolutionary sxar=
tions by mlaves, Abolitionists, snd, in many of its steges, labor, could tear
apart the mwerful link of cash and compromise that bound together cotton and
toxtilesy cotton-growers, cotion BhApDSTS and Financiers, "1f Tincoln bas
grom," wrote Wendell Philipps, "it is quits netural. We vatored himl"

Tet it wao no accident that Lincoln chose Andrew Johnson as his runzning mate
for the second ferm, in place of retaining the Vice—President, Hammibal Ham-
lin, who was & friend of the Abolitionists, The chbjective compulsion of
capitalist industriasliczation won over the freedom forces. The Civil War
brought to a climar and summed up the whole paradox of the Jofferaon—.?nckaon—-
Iincoln 1liberul tradition,

In office, Jeffereon and the Jeffersonian were fulfilled Hamiltoni-
ans. In o?f.ce, Jacksonian demccracy turned out to be something very differ-
ent than the rule of farmer and the mechanio as against the Bustern finance
capital. -In the saze mamuer, Lincoln, ip office, developed the "Americen .
Syctem" mors in line with the ooncapt ef the "Ureat Comprariser', Eenry Clay,
than in the spirit of the Second Ameriocan Bevolutlon...e

It would ho e:mellant if somaone could develop the differences be—
tweon the Abolitionists —  wholly devoted to an idea, tke idea of freedom, without
wanting anything for themeslveas == and the Populists who fought for limited rights
end oould produce sc oontredictory a charastsr as Ten Watsom, But, sbove all,
where gxpansicn is needed is in Part VIIiFACING THE GHALLEHGB, 1943-13963, aapac:la.lly
the final ssction on "What We Stand For and Who We Are," :

In this wmy, America.n Civilization on Trial will briug to organise~
tional oonsciousnesn the underlying philosorhy of both the movenent of h:i.ntory and
ite todayness. ) .

(lebor Donated)
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POLITICAL, LYTTER
(To be considered part of the pre-plenary dfscuasion)

J uly 1k, 1553 (Bastille Dy

THE CHALLEZNGE OF THE MARCH QN WASEDNGTON:
Dsvelopment and Divisions in Hegro Leadorship
¥32., Masa AND Harxist-Humanist Concepts of Freedom EOV,

Dear Friends:

. The cbjioctive sitnation hag been =5 totally tromafornsd sines Bimming-
ham Folice Ghief ™Pull® Comnor unloomed the vicious dogs against Fegro tacnegers on
Hay, 3rd, that new eategories mre nseded %o convey these new dimensiona of ths Negre
strugzle, Besoause the mrder of Medgar Evora in Migsissippl occurred After Birming—
ham, even the foul-mputhed Gov, Barnstt, who incited thia rrder, had to look for
ways to geparate himself from 1t by declaring it to be a Miastardly murdar%, finding .
the morderer, axl going through ‘all the motions of pretending to dring that cowardly
racigt to ®imatics." Contreat this to the reactions at ths murdsr of Koore snd.
you'll grasp the full impact of the conwoquences of a magy movement, :

. * After Birmingham the Admindstretion could no longer sllew Steslf the
Juxury of pitting a Boston Pgentlemen? {the Attorney Géneral) mgainst s Mieslssippi
cracker (Governor Barnett) in & game of wits, Ths maggivensss of the resistance ab
Birminghanm wdermined the Preeident’s predetermination about *mo further civil righte
logislation” boing needed. The global outery against Southern barbarism would not

be etilled nmerely becauss the Oommander-in-thiaf wes willing to use the Arzy only te
make popeible the entrance of gingle individvals into Southern wmiversities, Ard
towering ubove the global compululon for: the Administration to changs its weys we .
ths internal ard ranvesided prengurs of Negro revolt which rent asunder the President's
mealy-mouthed legelims, ' Konnedy was compelled to adwit that "a ristig tide of dle—
contont” doee indesd demand of Congress immediate mction on eivil rights, Hsedless

to say, this doos not mean that ths President's woak clvil rights meapure meeta that
‘rising {1de of discontent”, muck less maswre that he will back the Fegro demands

for full equality, . ‘

Quite the eontmry,_. Alresdy he hné asked the Freedom EOW movement to
step the very demonstrations which compelled this cool cucumber to felgh concern for
the Fegio on the excuve that (ongrees "oamnot ba forced,® Bevgrthelage, there in’
no twrning back to merc legaliens or more moral pronouncements. After Birmingham, - _

only actions havg the right

The momentun of the struggle which has wrought this Srsnsformatioen hag,
however, ulpo brought the movement itmelf to a turning point, Lsadorghip and ranks
face each other, not in what the bourgeois preds likes to call e competition for
leadership”, but on the relationshiy of vhilosophy to gotion, The danger, indesd,
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1ies not in competition, tut in & unity brought about by fear that ths mage move-
ment cannot be ‘controllsd, Despite the multiplicity of organirstiong, such a
unified leadership would be subjoct to pressure Wy the Admintatration rether than
its own ranks. A tesi cose will be the Harch on Washington which could either Join

theory to practice 1z a wy thut concretizes Freedon DY to mean reconstruction of
Boclety ~- or peverats the two and thus confine it to 'a roqueat” that the Presie
dent's Civil Rights Bill be rassed, Which wi)l 4% be?

, Let us firet see what 1t is st the moment Iy following both the de- .
velopment and the divisivng in the Fegro leadsrohip in relationshin to the mass
concaontae for Freedom BOW, Whethor we tnke ag our polat of departure the youthk com-
Ppellixg such 0ld end congerwvative organizatlions me the EAACP to embark om eome
militent actionsa, or talks ms our vantage 2oint the more militant CONE ae the youth
is propelling 1t forwerd from zctiong cailing for irdividual martyrdom to mctions
of the multitude tranpesrding a fow of the imediments of constanily turning tha
other chesk 3 shetber ws lock et the Trnde Union buresucracy North, who attempt
to bayr thely woy inte the movement, o2 tho biack nationalists marching with intn~
gratiomiste although they are serarstlete; whether we immerse owrsslves into ths
ectivivies of SWCO ant the SCLC Y5 are wost deefly Znvolvel ia the Negro revolt
of the South «~ the fact 1s that the dimensiong of ths mass actione Have mede impera-
tive a confrontation of philosophy apd zction, It ic this wistch tringe out both the
negative and the positive aspectu of fniividual and collactive behavior, We twurn
firet to Bev, Marbia Lather Kirg &., uroge sel f-develoymert reflects most poiznant-
17 the development ¢f the moveniant itssif from 1956, when 4t first ‘propeiled Rev.
Eing into the leaderghivn of the Hontgomery Pus Boycott, up to 1963 when this move-

" mert hag envelovel the whole South, gone North as weld as South, and, finelly, at
Birninghaun, its pagsion, pargeverance, drive, courage, pent~ap foree and thought-
developnent exploded inte the nasw dimenslone and total chelierges to the status gqus,
Both the leap forward, and the proua, cen be traced in the lotter he wrote on April
1éth from a Birminghem Jafl Jugt before the maws confronmtetion of fire hogas and

-police doge®, T ‘ . ‘ _

Rov, Einglp Letter to "Fellow Qergymant
' Thig remarkable letter has a dialectic of i1tsown, In rejecting the

"welt® policy ae if there wore "somsthing in the very flow of tims that will inevs-
tably cure all £11s", Rev, King has moved to a gless vosltion: ¥.,,wben you eee the
vast majority of your 20 million Fegro brothers smothering in-an sir-tight cage of
poverty in the midet of an affiusnt eneiety ... whon you era fo-ever fighting a do-
generating mense of otodineas! --- then yofl will =minrstand why wo fipd it A4ffi-
~oult to welt." Thig lashing out against the middle clasg even incivded the Ufow
Negroea in the middie claes ¥1o, bucause of a degree of acaiemic and econnmic sSoCus
 rity, and because at points thay profit Wy aegrezation have weonsciously Bacome

® Rev, Ring wae put in Jail on Good Friday, which did not stop gome clergymen who
paes for liberale down South, from figsuing theix public atatemont 4pril 12 omlling
the continued demonstrations ™mwlus and wtimely.” Rsv, Eing's April 16 answer was
not given wide publicity Yy Northerm 1ierals ypti) afler the white barbariem of the
Bull OGonnors and PA Lingos shook even the White Houss to itg foundationa, (The Letter
Trom Birminghan Jail 1s printed in the Hew Leoder of 6/24/63) ‘
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ingensitive to the probtlems of the maspas,? .

In refusing to confine the froedom movement to lsgalisms, Rov. King
telle kig "fellow clorgynen”™ e oan naver forget that sverything Hitler did in
Germany was 'legal’ and everything the Hwogarisn Fresdom Fighters did in Hungary
wan '4llegall, Haturally this oalls for a confrontation with the ure, "
(47 emhasic,) Hsre Rev. King pralses "crestive extremists’s “wherevar the sarly
Coristinna entered a town the power atructure got Aieturbed® —— and eriticisss
today's religious community which is Pgo often the arch supporter of the ptatug
uw." In rejecting "the dangerously structured dams that block the flow of soclal
Irogress®, Rev. King etrains for & totnl philosophy: *Po uwes the words of Martin
Buber, the great Jewlsh vhilosopher, segregation wubstitutas an ¢I-it! relationship
for the" I-thou' relaticnship and ends up reiegating persons to the status of
things,

1 do not went to give the imprasslon that Hav, Kingts self-davelop-
ment toward-clase positlons whoee wnderiying philasophy would be that of full human
Qovelopment is a straight line to Marxist-Humanism, Yar from &t, his letter io - puace
tuated with appesls to his fellow clergymen: " I am thanicful to God that some moble
sould from the ranks of organized religion bave broken loose from the paralyzing
thaing of conformityees” ' o '

The quostion that rises natuwrally 1y if the mess mov_ément finally
doeg compel some civil righte actions froo those in powary will the lesdershiy move
away from the maases end the philowophy of $otal fresdonm?

, Lt us ooneider the overriding queation of “relegating persons to the
stetus of things" and move it from the fisld of ssgregstion dirsctly to the point of
produstion, o oo . \

 Zrade Uaion Laedoers .

' Wfortwately, it $s ot only the estalliched labof bureaucraay — tha
Meanys, Reutherus, McDonalds, Chreye — who either simply cend financlal contribdutions
to the movement, or who march Sundsys Wt do nothing Hondays to Fridays, Thus far
the KiLC {or the TWLO which is really the outlet of the.mc in Detroit) p.ns dons
1ittle more than talk, Even when challenging straight gegregationict wnions, they
have shied awy from doing anything &ireetly on the Job, Yot it ig there, and only
there, that the momentun gained by the general Nogro struggle agninst ssgregation
could deyolop into any slgnificent challenge elther to management or to tha politiw
oul authorities, The immoratiws need, 3w for the concretization of ths Frecdom MW
movement, not alons for its sake but for that of white lador,' We expressod it one
wy in the Editorial ia ths Juna-July Sssus of News & Letters, and in arother wy in
the drafte for laaflets which cowd be distrituted et plant gutes if & renk and file
comnittee were willing to take up that &y for trafe union and raclal egqualitys
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Bear ye, then this ~ and learn your lessods from that Sunday Harch'
in Detroit and a1l the battlea for Civil Rights, Bouth ard Yorth, Firgt,
you are cutting yoir own throats because, without the unity of whits and
black workers, wezagoment can ride all over you, even as thsy 41d when
Fyou launched, Opsratiop Dixie ard it proved to be Just a still-birth,

Know yo, further, that'ths end of discrimination, oven mors than
charity, mast begin at homs, and homs for working peonle 4is the Union.
BEICIN THERE, ‘

Beglin ROW to put an end %o lily white departments, .

Bogln NOW the retratning and upgrading of Hegro workerg who now, &3
before wmionimm, are still the last to bs hired and the first to be fired.

* ,Bogin WOW to tell the whito workers the truth of their gwn conditfons
of employment emd unemployment, Jor the truth is that, vhile psrdentage-
wise, Negroes have more unswployment than vhites, it ic they, the white

worimrg, the majority of Americans, who are ptill tha ma,j‘ogi}z‘ in abgoiute

dumberg of those wmamployed, |
Tet us put our black and write muscles $o the sheel in fighting menw

sgement, not each other, Reuther, you have begun contract negotiatione &
- year in sdvence, with management, How about Deginning to talk to us,

Jowr bladk brothers, 25 years after wo helpsd to create the QIO

i . . The Merch on Waghington will Yo one type of test for tha Negro lesder~
ship for the debands of the Freedom NOW movement &g not for & wnified lsadership that
would »tifle it,; btut for a umified orgacizational expreasion that would refuse to )
-wtop short of total freslom, The March on Washington will alee put the Trade Unions
to the test of getting out white labor, To egn 45 to ipolats Itgel moz
it isolntes the Neprp, It 1s no ensy mtter to wproot tis labor bureaucracy, There
i3 an imperative domani for the radicals ¢h the trade unions to givs wp their old
“tranettional programe® for union caususes, and begin answ on the fourdations lald
by the Negro,. :

RAYA

{tavor Donated)
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POLITICAL LOTTER

July 24, 1963
I

The Kew Sino-Soviet Conflict

Dear PFriends:
That iz new on the world scene im, of courss, the rupture betwson
Ruscia and Chine, It may not apoear to us to be new since we dealt with 1% no
less than 20 monthe age (Special Supplenent of News & Letters, Jan, 1962) and 4o
thie day, some of whut we have written is etilBl not ovenly admitted, and mey
never be. For one thing, noither camp yet adnits that the division began ovar
the Great Leap Fooward in 1993 and not, aa both claim, af%ar the 1960 Siatement
of 81 Cormunisi Parties, which botk signede Faveitheless, a qualitstive.change
in 9o Sino-Towiet donflict hao tsken place sinon we last annlrzed Hao’se Chinn,
Thiz is by no means due only to the difference botmoer an adigission and non-gd=
wmisglon of csaflict, Rather it is that the fig-leaf of Marxist terminoloey is
po longer adequets.to cover vp tue non-viabiliiy of state-capitalimm as a "new"
- Bosigl ordex, The insatiable imperialist appetiten of Meo's "new order" will.
be meen besd against the background of the first eplit in the Communist state-
capitalist world = that of Yugoslavia in 1948 — g0 let's begin by contrasting
the twot : ’

' Where, in 1958~61, the new split within the state-capiialist orbit
seaned to be e veriation of Yugoslavia's 1948 bresk from Russia, that is to say,

the eppearance of neticnally independent siate-capiteliom, the 1962-63 development

is n challenge for intcrnational leadership. The new, the qualitative change is

. proclaimed, in bold ved lettering, in the very title of the."letter" (June 14, 1963)

of the Central Cormitiee of the Chinese Communjst Party (CC of the CEC) to its .. '

Russian countergerts "A Proposal Concerning the Ceneral Line .of the International

Comnunist Movement'. : , '

) ‘Where the Tito break from Stalin did not depart from claas termino-

logy, the geographic area from which the Mao ohallenge originastes predeminates
over the olass generslitiest "The Wind of -the East prevails over the Wind of the
West,." Should anyone be so naive ae either to think that "the West" wmesns the West
of privete capitaliem, or the East means "only" the Orient, the Chinese racist poli-
oy wae spelled out in praciice at the Tanganylka Afro-Asisn Solidarity Conference
where the Chinese tolid the Fussians "whites have nothing to do here."

ﬁhei‘e the tiny state power of Yugoslavia, fighting ibhe giant Russian
state power, could not allow itnmelf any new glory roade & la Defzulle in the Weasi-
orn camp, Mao's delusions are as vast as the Chinese continont = and not only me

it dc now constituted, but as it was st the height of ita imperisl glory under
the_tuan and :ing Dynasties when China oongquered Burma, Trailand, Indoohina Penin~

sula, debarxed troops to indonesia, imprisoned the king of Ceylon and once even
imposed annual trdbute from the Moslem world or at least from the Holy City of
Meoca, Up to 1962 only Nehru had queetioned the map included in “A Manusl of
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History" which was published in Peking in 1954%, and which shows a great part of
the Soviet Far East as well as the Republic of OCuter Hongolia, North and Seuth
Kores, Cambodia, Thailand, Malays, Bummz, Assam (about 50,000 miles of Indiun
torritory, in fact), Butan, Sikkim, Hepal, the island of Sskhalin as well as scme
islands in the Philippines, as having been part of China, )

When, howevor, Khrushohev dared to quip at Mao's phrase avout
"cowardice in the face of the imperialists” by saying it ill-behooves Hzo t¢ speak
Bo when he is doing nothing presently to drive the imperialists from "his own ter—
ritory == Taiwsn, Hong Keng, Macao", the People's Daily and Red Flag hit back withe
"Certain persons would like us to reise thc quoztions of unegual treatiss here and
now ... Have they realized what the conseguences of thin might be?" Whersupon tho
Chinese began explaining "the imperialist encroachments on Chinese territory
(1840-1919). Period of the Iarly Demoormtic Revelution." And, in expanding
theuselves on what Tearist Russia took from "old Chira", tha vresent Chinese rulera
included territories tzlken from Fairs and Xhans who most sseuredly did not con-
sider themselvee vaseals of the Emperor of China. (Nor, for that matter, did Mao's
dream of China's past glories stop itself from designating as an "imperialist sne
croachmoni® Thailend's becoming independents that too "belonged” to Chine of the
. Bmperor and he means "to redress" some dsy the borders of what the CC =0FC desig-

nates cnly as "old China,") :

Hao opts for notbing short of mastery of the world == of the Comru~
nist world i6 begin with, Though, for tactical reesons, and because of the withe
drawel of Russien technical aid, Chine had to £2ll back on a variation of 'the
theory of eocislism in one country" ( YEvery socialist country tust rely mainly
on itself for its oconstruction." p. 45%%) , the CC~CPC challenges not only Ruasis
but the majority of the presently conetituted Communist world. It warms that "ene-
pkould nct emphesise 'who ic in the majority® or 'who is in the minority' and bank
on & so=called majority..." (H. 47) In the place of following majority rule, he
propses  the rule of "unanimity", that is to say, China's right of veto over poli-
cies formulated by Russiz and the majority of other Communist Farties)

Thus, the Sino-Soviet conflict differs fundamentally not only from
Tugoslavia's conflict with Stalin, but also from uo's own differences both in 1957
when he 'willingly «= because of "golidarity" with Ruasia in crusking the Hungarian
Revolution and because of the tremendous economic aid Russia poured into Ching —
recognized Rusela's priority in the sooialist world, and, in 1960, when the confliot
had grown and he unwillingly was pressured by the overwhelming majority to affix
his signature to the Statement of the 81 Ccamurist Parties, ) :

* Thie map is reproduced in tho New Republic of 4/20/63 in an article, "China'a
Borders”, the third of e series of articles by J. Jacques-~Francillon, The other
articles appear i the issues of 3/16/63 and 3/23/63. (See also B. Shiva Raets
artiols in the National Observer of 7/23/63. :

#% All page references are to "A Droposal Concerning The General Line of the
International Coamunist Hovement", the ‘June 14 letter of the Central Committee of the
Comtunist Party of China, in reply to the lotter of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of tue Soviet Unjon of March 30, 1963 (published by Forelgn

langusges Press, Peking, 1963).
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The new in the Sino-Sovist oonflict is the oulmination of the orises
within China following upon the collepse of the 1958 "Grsat Leap Forward® y the
1959 opposition to the Camp David spirit between Khrushchev and Eipenhower, and
the unilateral 1962 Sino-Indian war. The powor politics now engulfing Russian and
China began when China proposed to "akip over gooialism" snud go "directly t¢ Coo=
munism", :

Kbrushchev challenged Mao's claim to be able to achicve in a single
decade what it took Russia four decades to attain — industrislization. He opposed
any "ekipping of stages" which would loss Ruesia ita priority in the "socialist
world,” And he feared "liao 'a Thought" might become 2 new polariecing fores for the
whole Afro-Asian~latin- American world which would certainly be attracted to a :
scheme like the Communes with the simpliczitic slogan, "One day equale 20 years.”
Though such hallucinstions, far from bringing the millenium, brought the Chinese
mesgses to near-starvation, Khrushchev would no longer be moved to contimie with any -
masgive aid. to China, ' '

Mac then turmed to what he ocan do best -- plan amed attacks, It .
ie not that the imperialist features of atite—capitalism ere anything new either
to Russis or.China, though it is certainly new for one "socinlist" leader to lay
the foundation for claiming a good part of the Soviet Sooialist Republic in the
Far East as "belonging " to China! It is Kao's total diaregard of the fact that
oince "little wara" mey bring on a world nuclear holocaust, Russia must be consult=
ed befors China embarks on these adventures with all the fanfure of "the cause of
world soclalism." Mac is banking on the fact that "in the end”, that is to say,
when the USSR will have to face the USA, the "socialist camp" will need to be united,
and be means now (by which he means not tomorrow, tut Yestexday) to establish Chinate
claim to "world leadership”, read: dominsnce. . .

] China's industrial development may lack everything from steel to
dems and atomic energy. Its Armmy, however, hos everything from overwhelning numbers
%o militery equimment, In the first instance, 4% is the largest.land army in the
vwhole world, and in the sevond instance it is the most modexn equimment on the
Asien continent, In any case, after the collapse of "The Great Leap Forward" and
the withirawal of Russien teohnical =id, there wes nothing to fall back on dut
wilitary sdventures, The Russisn "underground" humour may have pinpointed Mao's
historic image when it Bzys history will record him "as an sthletic failure in
the broad jump." But he was no failure in the Sino~Indian War.

And; as "Mao's Thought" thrives on military engagements, it bas given
birth to yet a new crop of "theories," These aTe developed with much subterfuge
and great wordiness in the 61 page June 14th "letter." They add up to a single
anl total ambition for world "ieedership", i.e., mastery,

First comes s substitute for judging what "the touchstone of inter—
netionaliem" is. (p.10) "Now that there is a socialist camp of 13 oountries," says
tue CC~JTC, it should no longer be the defense of Russia.

Secondly, huilding on what the stete-ospitslist world, cslling itself
Cmimuinist, wents the proletariat to believe = that the class struggle in ony
country must be subordineted %o the division of the world into two camps = "the
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socialist countries” and "the oapitalist countries"., This having become the over—
riding consideration of "Communism", whether in Russien, Chinese, or sny other
national dress, Mao now proclaimass "If snybody e.e helps cepitalist countries
atteck fraternal socialist countriis, then be is betraying the interests of the
entire international proletariet and tho peopls of the world," (p.10}

Thirdly, following the sccusation of "betrayal® —- unspecified, but
all too clearly a reference to Rusaia and its failure to support China'e invasion
of India =~ there is a veferencs o "s 68t6p back in the course of historic devel=
oment”, whick is tentamount to "doing & service to the restoration of capitalim",
whick nemes Yugoslavie as tho oulprit but, clearly, instead, means Russia.*

- Fourthly, and despite the fact that Mao built his second and third
theses on the Communiet conception of "two cemps" = "Sociglisn" and capitalizmg ==
ke moves away Ixom this pramise to return to his old "four olass'policy", broaden=
ing bis concept of the people to include "aluo the patriotic national bourgecisie,
and even cortain kings, princes, and aristocrats who are patriotic,” (p. 15) A1l
this for the purpose of concluding that "since" the countries of Asia, Africa and
Iatin America ars "he stomm centres of world revolution dealing direct blows at
imperislism", therefore "“tke whole ceuse of the international proletarian revolus:
tion hinges on the outcoms of the revolutioncry etrugsle of the people in theso
aredd cese™ (p.13) ' . . . .

o No doubt, Ehrushohev has & point when he Bays thet thereby "the Chi-
nese comrades wish to win the easiest way to popularity among the pecples of Asia,
Africa, and Latin smepica.” The far greater truth is that the setting of policisn
for the colonial world was pracisely what Mao demandel on the veory first day of his
conguest of power in meinland Chins as his due as will as'his price for allowing ‘
Ruesia to repain head of the Communist world in "the Test," ~ How that Mao ip out
- for mastery of the world, he adorns his espousal of colonial and semi~colonial
-8tTuggles with a quotation from Lenin at the Second Congress of the Commmunist In-
ternctional, Thus, the imperative duty of the proletarizt of the tochnologicelly’
advanced countries to unite with the colonial masses siruggling against inmperialiem,
is reduced by Hao to a matter of competition with Fhrushchev a8 to who will be

" master not only over which "sphere”, but over the entire world. ‘

Fifthly, and Zinslly, among the many theses Mao expounds in the

June 14tk diatribe, which he bas published in about 20 languages and which is, in
faot, his intermationsl manifesio, is this ones "for a very long historic period
after the proletariat takes power" (p.36), "for decades or even longar after social~
ist industrialization and agricultural collectivization" (p.37) have been achieved
"the class struggle continues as sn objective law independent of man's '111".(1:.365
This holds true in all "pooimlist countries." Now whatever the subjective impulse
for concoocting this == all too transparently it is meant to lay the foundation for
oppesition to the 22nd Russien Commnist Farty Congrese which enunciated that Russia

*Ae Khrushohev, of courxe, pharply pointed oui when he got around to answering the
June 14th letter on July 15, Tass distributed the English translation which
appeared in The New York Times of Honday, July 15, 1963,
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was on the road 4o (mmuniem® = 4t iz the most serious of all theories ¢f ratro=
gression, We now have not only the retregression of capitalimm to

fasciem, but the retrogression of socialiem, that is to say, a claseless society,
to ono in whioh “there are vlasses and class struggles in all socialist countrien
without axception." (p.40) Surely no more desdly deviation bam ever been pro—
elrimed "a principle of Maryimie=feniniem," ‘

The objective compulsion for such "theories" flow, of course, fram
the most bruiel form of state capitalism characteristic of China, Just as the
bankrupicy of capitsliem in genersl wes accompanied by the bankruptey of its thought,
Bo the bankruptoy of the misnamed "Communes™ iy accompanied by “Mao'a Thought" ,
the true end of any philosophic method. Where Stalin, when admitting that the
operation of the law of value in his Msocialist land", felt compelled to foros
a separztion betwcen the law of value and the law of surplus valus in order to iry
to deny the existence of elasses under socislism, Mao procleims it loudly ss VA
principle”, And yet, despite this totally gapitalistic concept of socialiems
despite the concrete and total exploitation of the Chincse masoesy despite the
conoreta Chinese invasions againet othor lands, Maots abstract revelutionary tbunder
gots the support of militants, . especially intellectusls, in and outside of the
- Corwunist Parties. It 15 e sad commentary on our timee and exposes how totally
lacking in any confidsnce in the self-activity of the mmacen ere today'e claimants
to the title, "lierxist~leninist"; their militency gains momentum only whera there
‘is a state power to back it up, It is the mark of our state-capiialist age that _
our "revolutionary" petty hourgecisie can not set without tho State Plan and fears .
the self-m0bilizing proletarian masses oven more than do the powers that be,

. : Adept in the use of Marxist teminology to olothe his territorial
and other smbitions, Xeo is solnting on bringiug about splits in the CPs of the
Eaet and “the Test." Tron Coylon to Italy, and froa France to the US, Mac indeed
bas support of "left" splits. And he.bas also osptured the non-ozistent imagina=
tion of ths Trotskyisis who, despite II'"e bistoric and theorstis fight against Liao,
bave all become "Maoists™ to an embarrassing degres,

Whatever further brainweshing mcy be nesded for Communists, "left"
independents and Trotakyists begging to be intellectually raped, tho reslity of
dno's abstract revolutiocnary thunder will be a rash of little wars — from on,Korea,
Viat Ham, 10 & third edition of the Sino-Indian war, not to mention subveraion in
Indonesia and latin America. Naturally what concerns American imperialism most ie
Man*s influence in latin America where he is indeed meking headway. The high
rrice Khrushehev had to pay to win Cuba to his side in the dispute will not stop
"oa natural” inclinitions for essy viotories through terroriem amd guerrilla ed-
viitures. No doubt some of these will be %o aid genuinc revoluticnaries, say, in
Farcugalts Africa or South Africa, But anyone who willingly blinds himself to
Hao's purposes sets bimself up for melf-destruction.

* Ta Qidn't need ifac's "revelatione" of course, to mee the 22nd Russian Communist
Youty Unngress far the etate—capitelist manifestc it was. See the three leiuers
¢z tha ROP iTogram (August 2, 9, and 14, 1961 Weekly Political Latters, Series 1)
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Rusein hopes to put soma limitation to Mao's smitions and concait.
To have the timp to do it, not to mention the time bo nseds "to Eolve" Russie's
own agricultural crimis, Khrushehev is willing to undertake a pauss in the Cold
War, And vhile Kennedy and Khrushchev pause, the worldts working class can ex—
poct greater blows from both poles of capital as well as & lot of balderdssh from

Mao's China, . :

Pleaso Hotes Pagination of this letter begina with
because it is included ia anothar tulletin.
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8751 Qrand River Detroit 4, Mieh. Hew Seriee, No. T <.

POLITICAL LOTTER
September 26, 1963

{ Doar Friends: A word of explanation is, perhaps, necded to explain why a
"book review" should conatitute a Politicel Letter. The particular book under
consideration =~ Sartrs's Search ¥Fora Method — presents an intellectual's at-
tewpt to keep .arxism hemmed in within ihe confines of Communist approved “poly-
centrism,” That in to say, to take the sarxiet theorw of liberation and trans—
form it into the Communist practice of exploitation through an elaborate philo-
sophic lebyrinth which is pupposed to disclose "different roads to socialism," but
is, in fact, & rationalization of exinsting Communism. Because it comes garbed in
Marziet clothing — the Ixistentialist philosopher, Sartre, claims to be & Marxist
now — it presents & new denger to the Freedom NOW movements, sesarching for a phil-

. osophy of freedom. It is best, thersfore, to face thie new challenge in philomophy
at its very first moment of appearence. - RAYA )

* - ®

| SARPRE'S SEARCH FOR A METHOD 70 UNDERLINE MARKTSM

L.

o ~ In 1957 Bartre had written an essay which he had eatitled "Eristen-
tialisn and Marxism" end published in the Polish journal Tworczosc. later, he
tells us, he altered it “"considerably so as to adapt it to the nesds of Fronoh
readers” and published it in his own journsl, Les Temps woderneg., In 1960 the
essay reappeared am the Introduction 2111 pages) of his messive (755 pages) R
-Gritloue de la Raoison Dislectique, Volume I, and wos entitled Search For A Hethod¥,
n this form it bas now been publisbed as a separate book ( 181 Peges). :

oo It is difficult to know what to maks out of Ssarch For & Method,
In part, and only in part, this is due to the fact tbat it is introduction 3o &
work we do not bave in Inglish and which has, in any cace, not yet been coupleted.
Yet it is no mccident tkat the book under consideration here had undergons three
differert types of publications before, in ite sixth Yyear, it oceme ocut at an in-
dependent work., Sartre himself felt that it "logically® belonged et the end of
the Critique since &t comprised the method for which the Critique lald the founda=-
tions. As a philosopher, Sartre knows well thut methodology is the mont ooncentra-
ted expression of theory, s result of a complex interaction of the spirit of the
times, cless base, theoretical analysis, practical activity, including a struggle
with rival theories, rival praris, rival methodologies., In a word, to use one that
is & favorite with Sartre, it is a "totalization." By this it must bes judged,

.

* Search For A Wethod by Jean-Paul Sartre. Translated by Hazel E. Barnes. (New
York, Alfred A. Enopf, 1963)
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And, indeed, the difficulty in understsnding whet Sartre is trying to say is,
fundamentally, -not related to the book being only sn introduction to a work that
is only balf finished. Rather the difficulty arises from the fact that Search
For A Method is weighted down by contradictory statementE.

_ Teke the central thesis, that Merxism, and only Marxisa, is the
rhilosophy of our age, while Existentinlism 48 only "an ideclogy", "an enclave
inside Marxism.® { p. ;xxiv) It is stated, Period, The argumentstion that £a0l=
lows over the next 1Bl pages contradicts this either directly or indirectly. For,
while Exdistentialiam has, "in general", been demoted to a nparanitic system which
lives on the margine of real science", specifically 1% has moved forward while
"Maorrimm stopped.? (p.21) This is supposed w0 Tecer, not to the Merxiem of Marx"
but %o "today's Marxists," Nevertheless, &s we phall see, it is not "today's
Marxists" Sartre is undermining. "Todzy's Marxists", a very logse expression at
best, becomse, in the bands of Sartre, a cover—all not only of Communists, Troiely-
ists, ex-Trotskyists, and independent arxista of all sorts, but of arx bimself
insofar as his theory, says Sartre, is only "in its infancy." (p.30) -

Nevertheless, this book is of the ossence to the new Sartre, the
ong who proclaimg himsclf a Uarxist, properly de-Stalinized ("Staliniged Marxism
ascumes an air of immobility e.." P.125) j properly condescending %o Yrovieionism®
("As for ‘revisionimn’, this is either o truism or an absuxdity.” p.7)3 ond, in
bis own eyes, sufficiently de—oxistentialisedt "I consider Marxism the one philo—
sopky of our time which we camnot go beyond." {p.zxxiv) -

The contral core of all of Sartre's criticiem of "today's ilarxists"
rests on the uccusation that they have become "dogmatists" who fail to Bee the
particular individual, the given events, the facis, the ooncrete experience, the
uows in a word, reality, and have therofore czunsed "the temporsry arrest of Marx-—
1gm," (p.89). ‘Since the essay was originally written in 1937 for = Pelish periodi~
oal, we Bhall start with the reality of that historic period == the crushed Hun-.
garian Revolution, It ias, moreover, -the only ourrent event Sartre deals withy all
the rest of the book soncerns iteelf with such pressing realities &s the Groat
French lievolution at the end of the 18th osntury, literature in general and Flau-
bert's sMadame Bovary in particuler, anthropelogy, .microphysics, peychoanalysis,
and other snaiyses by "todsy's Marxiste" — or else it ison & subjest "teday'®s
Marxists" have fdiled to analyze. ‘ '

Sartre's Distorted View of Reality '

Sartre rises to ever new heights of indignation against "todsy's
Marxists" who had, before "the second Soviet intervention" (p.23§: on Novembor 4,
1956, alrecdy made up their minds, thereby displaying their method "in all its
nakedness” to be one "which reduces the fects in Hungery to e 1Soviet act of aggren-
sion against the democracy of Workers Committa=s."'(p.34) Sartre bemoans this

fact es well es the fact that, even though news, "a great desl of news" poured
forth cnly afterwards, "I have not beard it said that even one darxict changed bis
opinion." (p.23) _

.

: Although Sartre himself hed opposod the bloody suppressiog of the
Hungarien Revolution by Russian might, ot least on the ground that it wes "not necet-
sary", nor onhanced the "security of socialism", he here rours forth bis indignation,
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not against the Rusaisn counter- revolutionaries, but those of “"today's Marxists"
whose "method in 21l its nakedness"™ wae used to make & new category of the Workers!
Councils as "s democrztic institution's'one cap even maintain that they bear with-
in them the future of the socialist bociety," Sartre contlnued," But- thie dces

not alter the fact that they 4id not exist in Hungary at the time of the First
Soviet intervention; and tbeir appearance during the Insurrection was much too
brief and too troublad for ue to be able to speax of an ORGANIZED demccrucy,”
(p.24, my emphasis, RD) , '

: Because the Workers! Councile were not an organized democracy,
neatly packaged for the modern Kievkegmardian of the "unsurpaseable opaguenegs,”
( p, 9n}, because the spontaneous, Belf-orgenization of the Councils had & life
that "was much too brief and too troubled", (p.24) this copseguence of their
forced suppression becomes the sufficient ground for the dramatist Sartre's pre—
ference of speaking sbout the Hungarian Revolution as "tke tragedy" rather than
the elemental oreativity. Saitre wants us, not to build a philosopby of freedom
on that reality, on ibat "unsurpassable singularity of the human adventure", on
that unarmed mase facing the amed, organized, state might. We are supposed, in-
stead, to follow Sartre in donming & full suit of administrative armor to cover
up Existenticlisn's distorted view of reality, in all its nakedness. ’

We bave alresdy quoted Sartre's gratuitous remark on "reviﬂionim."(l)
The myried of new tendencies - whether expressed by Hungarian revolutionaries or
Pollsh non-revolutionaries, by intellectuals or workern, by youth newly aspiring
-to "soecialist Humanism", or old Communists like Imre Negy upon whom freedom fight=-
ers puddenly thrust new leaderahip — one nnd all of these living forcea, the true
buman dimension,get head-phrunk intc a non-d! fferentinted category, '"revisionism",
and sbrugged off with a "despite their good intentions..." The fact that the ap~
pelation was not theirs, but that of "Other”, their tormentors, Khrushchav and Yao,
vho bave long since transformed Larx's theory of liberation into state~capitalist
enslavement does not sesw to disturb the pbilosopher of existence. Though those
.who fought for freedom from Russian Communist overlordship ware the real "existents"
in the Poland of 1957 whom Sartre waa addressing, the philosopher of "the indivi-
dual" didn't take time out to personalize & single one — unless the questicnable
ohoice of that time end that place for deunching an attack on the only truly origi-
nal Communist philosopher who finally got swopt up by the revolution in his native
land — Qeorge lukacs == oan be called “personalization™: "It is not by chance
that Lukacs — Lukacs who so often vioclates bistory «— hes found in 1956 the best
definition of this frozen Marxims," (p,28) . '

Fow it would be emsy, all too easy to discount Sarire ss a mere
fallow-traveler. We would then, however, miss the main peint: the cempulsion for
Sartre's first return tophilosophy eince the publicetion of Being and Nothingness
twenty years sgo., The totality of the orisis, cn the one hand, and the uncompro=-
mieing atands of the Freedom NOW movement, on the other band, demand that we face
reality not one-sidadly but philosophically, a8 & way of 1ife and as & comprehensive
view, ’

As Sartre Seas Himsgel? Now, and is He I

( Firat, it must be stated thet Sartre's "Question de methode" (wrongly
traneleted( 2) as Search For A Method) is not & sesrch for, but a Proncuncement of,
a method. Sartre expects the whole world to git up and listen because our age
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"demands & new retionality, Because nobody has been willing to esateblish thie
rationality within experience, I ptate &8 an fact".—— Sartre loudly proclaims —
"abeolutely no one, either in the Last or in tke West, writes or speaks a sentence
or a word about us and our contemporaries that is not grosms error.” (p.111)

Sartrets declaration that "nobody ...absolutely no one" knows how
to utter anytbing that 1s not "groas error" directe its sharpest arrows against
"{oday'!'s Merxists." Not only doea the Kerxiem of Marx, however, remain, supposed=
1y, inviolate, but the rarity of "the period of philosophical creation are Tare"
is stresged: "Between the seventeenth century and the twentieth, I see three such
periods, which I would designzte by the names of the men who dasinzted them: there
is the 'moment'! of Duscartes and Locke, that of Kant and Hegel, finally that of
Harz." (p.7) As againet the orestive philomophy of Marx, which remains valid for
our day, Ixistentialism, saye the founder of French existentialism, "is a perasi-
ticel system living on the murgin of Knowledge, which at firat i%¢ opposed but into
which today it seeks to ba integruted," (p.B) The very last words of the book re-
iterete this thesisr "The couments which we have made in the course of the present
essay are directed —— to the modest limit of our capabilities -—— towerds haatening
the moment of that dissolution.”(p.181) : ‘ ‘

: Despite this most catu.goric stutement, Sartre fails to mui out his -
coomitment, It remaine altogether unclear, for ezmmple, why he doean't do what
"today's Marxista" seam incapeble of doing. -Instead of rising $o the shallenge
to resuscitate Marximm in ite original state, Sartre not only holds on to the
autonomy of French existentialism but also parades proudly itn origins in Kierke—
gsurd, Tois, despite the fact thut Sartre attributes the reappesrance of “tha .
Dane", at the beginning of the 20th century, to the fact tkat it was & t{ime "when
people will take it into their beads to fight ogainst Marxiam by opposing to it.
pluralisms, ambiguities, parmdoxes ..." (p.l15) _ ~

Kor does Sartre flinch from using himself as an examplo of Harx's
diotum, that the ruling ideas of any epoch are the ideas of the ruling claes, In-
deed, he goes so for as to say that what the studsnts of his day did to cppose )
"4{he sweet dreams of our professors" was to become proponents of "wiolence" 1 MI%
was a wrotohed violence {insults, brawls, suicides, murders, irreparable catastro-
phea) which risked leading us to fasciam se" {p.20) The war, however, "shattered
the worn structures »f our thought" and they "discoversd the world." {ps21) 'They
were then "oonvinced at one and the sumoe time that historical materialism furnished
the only valid interpretation of history end that sxistentislism remsined the only
ooncrete approach to reality."(p.21)- Though the contradiction in this attitude
is now so apparent to bim that he wants existentialism "“to be integrated into
M arxism", Sartra tekes considorable time out to show how "Harxism, after drawing
us to it ab the moon draws the tides ... abruptly left us stranded, Marxism
stopped." (p.21)

Agein, the refsrence to Marxism is supposed to be the Marxiem of
"today's arxists", "lagy Marxism®, Again, Sartrs giwe no reply to the obvious -
queation, why didn't the existentisliots "totalige" their exporiences and inte-
grate them into "the whole.® If we are to find out why, we will have to do our
own digging, It 48 nocessary to begin cur journey downward into Sartreist ideolegy
by making sure that we do not allow his_genoral cath of allegiance to Marxism to
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blind us toward the profusion of bie speocific departures from “d.oguaé", that ie
to say, the heart and moul, sinews and bones of Marxiem.

: Somewhers D. H. Iewrence wrote: "Hevé::_- truet the artist., Trust
the tale." (3) A zersful reading of Sartre's book will reveal quite 8 tale =8
40 why Sartre didn't, and couldn't , restate the Marxiam of Marx for our age.
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Marx's Theory of Knowledge and the Fetishiam of Commodities

Although Sartre slways capitaliges Knowledge when he is referring
to Marx's philosophy to signify that this is "the whole", in which Existentisliem
is but an "enclave", Sertre, in a footnoe {pp.32-3), stctes that "the theory of
knowledge contimies to be the weak point in Marxiem,” Sartre draws this conclusion
after he has guoted one sentence from Marx on the matericlist conception of his=
tory, and one from Lenin on consciousness as "reflection of being", after which
Sartre remarks triumphbantly: "In both cazses it is a metter of suppressing subjec-
tivitys with Marx, we are placed beyond itj with Lenin on this side of it." (p._32n)
That this bessless generalisation flies in the face both of all Marr wrote and all
Marx did doee not deter Sartre., He stubbornly meintains thet the sentence he gquoted
from Marxr — that "The muterizlist conception of the world signifies simply the
,conception of nature as it is withouf any foreign nddition." - amounta to nothing
less horrific than this: “Having etripved away all subjectivity sad baving sssimil-
ated himself into pure objective truth, he(liarx) walks in & world of objects ip~
habited by object-men.® {p.32n) '

And, one again: "Both (the referemce i3 again to the sirgle quota-

tion from Marx and the half of ons sentence from Lenin) of these oonoeptions amount
to breaking man's real relation with history, since in the first, knowing is pure
theory, & non-situsted observing, and in the secand, it is a simple pasaivity."
{p.32n) Thess straw ideas thut Sartre bas just strung up and attributed to larx
and Lenin he labels "anti-dislecticel",and "pre-Marxist" (p.33n, emphasis is
Sartre's). BHe riotes ocondescendingly thut "in Marx's remariks on the practical as~
pects cf truth and on the gensral relations of theory and prexis, it would be easy
to discover the rudiments of & reslistic epistemolegy which has .pever been devel~ -
oped." (p.33n) Previocusly he had assured us that the "sclorosis” in Marxiem

did "not ccrrespond to normal aging ... Far from being exhzusted, Marxiftm is still
very young, almost in ita infanoy; it bas scarcely begun to develop." Despite )
the fact that Sartre has proclaimed Harxism %o be "the one philosophy of our time,"
and despite the fact that it will, quite obviously, tzke a Sartre to develop the
"rudiments" for an epistemology in Harxism, Sartre considers his whole work, even
after the infusion of Exisientielism into Merxiem to be "a prolegamena® to any -
future anthropology. We, however, must follow the logic here as he leaves Chapter
I, entitled, "Marxiem and Existentialis:."

By the second chapter, "The Problem of Mediations and Auxiliary
Disciplines,” Sartre will stump ~ and this time not only in footnotes dut directly
within his main text — where angels, at least knowletfigeable ones, would fear to
tread = the domain of ¢..e of Harx's most original discoveries — the fantastio
form_of the appearance of production relations among men as exchange of thingst:
the fetishi=m of commodities.

Here is what Sartre writes: "The theory of fetishism, outiined
by Marx, hes never been developedj furthermore, it could not be extended %o
cover &ll social realitiem, Thus Marxiem, while rejecting organicizm, lacks
weapona against it. Marxism considers the market a thing end holds that its in-
exorable laws contribute to reifying the relations among men. But when suddenly ==
to use Henri Lefebvre's (a "today's larxist rd) terms — n dialectical conjuring
trick shows us this monstrous abstraction as the veritable concrete...then we helleve
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that we are returned to Hegeliamn idealiem." (5.77)

Une would be hard put to match the number of errors Sartre succesds
in squeeging into lenz than four sentences. Judged by them, Marx has wzoted the
arduous labor he put into the creation of the three volumes of CAPITAL, which .
aime at establishing thet both the pivot of his theory, xB well as the actuality,
of capitalism is not to be found in ¢he market — the fuvorite bunting ground of
utoplens, underconsumptionists and eapitalictic buyers of labor power —— but it is
to be found in the process of production, and orly thers.

- But, first, it is necessary to dsal with attitudes rathexr than con-
tent. For the moment, therefore, we'll asct aside its vast accumulstion of errors,
and consider only the superficislity of Sartre's approach. Contrast it to Marx's
attitude that, despltie a quarter of a ecentury of labor that went into the comple—
tion of CAPITAL, led him to introduce some fundamental revisions in the second edi-
tion of his work, and procisely on the two points raised by Sartres the fetishism
of commodities and the inexorable laws of capitelist develomment which go to make
up its "low of motion." Between the first edition of Volume I, in 1867, and the
second edition, in 1B72, nothing less historic occurred than the Paris Communa.
This brought sbout, "at one and tbe asume time " — & Favorite phrese of Sartre's
whenaver he is about to force m unity between two irreconcilable opposites, hut
whish we uee purely factually — Harx's profound historical wozrl, The Civil Waxr .
in France, and a8 new edition of his greatest theoretical work, -

' In Civil ¥ar in Frence Mars elsborated a new theory of & workers!
gtate, rooted in the reality that the Parisians had "stormed the heavens" and "at
last dimcovered the political form -in which to work out labortas soonomic emansipe—
tion." The new form of human relations established during the Commune — though
its existence too had basn "too brief and too troubled" — had oo illuminated
Merx's concevtion of the whole question of "the form of value", ice., , the fetish-
iem of comuodities, a8 wrll as the "inevitable" collapse of capitalism, tbat he
decided to make fundamental edditions to CAPITAL, These he copsidered of such
great significance that he asked those who bad slready read the work, to read the
pow edition since it contuined "a scientific value independent of the original,”
In the Afterword to the French edition, he é2lls attention to the fact that he-
ohanged the section dealing with fotishimm "in a significant manner." We apsme
Sartre bas this edition mince it is the standard cne and we hope he alsc has sn
1867 edition. A compzrison of the two will show that, where in 1867, Marx laid
the main empbssis on the form of value glving the relations of men in production
the fantaptic appearance of a relation of things, in the 1872 edition Marx shifts
the emphasis to the necessity of thet form of appearsnce beczuse that is, in truth,
what relations of people are at the point of produft%om "met{erial relaticns be—
iween persons and social relations betwcen things." 4

This, by no moans, completes the bistory and significance of the
changes Marx introduced into the French editionc, changes which inoluded, in an
oxpansion of those "inexorable lawa" of oapitalist production, a prediction about
the tus.gimate form of centralization of capital which we today onll state-capitale

ism. Here, bowever, we must limit curselves to the relaticuship of the gues-
tion of fetishism to the personalities Sartre chosc to attack in that footnote on
"subJectivity," The only one, besides Marx, who was singled out for attack was
Lenin. Now it bappens that, while Lenin wrote many profound econemic studies of
capitalism's "inexorable lawa", both in theory and in tlhe Russian actuality, hie
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philosophic works were quite superficial, and with the 1908 mejor study —
Materialism and Emp;;io-{:riticigg_ =- he geve the green light to vulgar materisl-
imn., This 18 tiue one Staliniots, Khravhchevites, Maoists, and fellow-travellern
base themsalves on.

Fo serious student of Harxism, espocially not a philoscpher, has
any right to dieregard the bresk in Lenints Philooophic thought &t the time of
the collapee of the Second Internztional. For it ip this fact, at the outhreak
of World Har I, which led Lenin to rer:ad Hegal &nd reconstitute his own very
metbdd of thought. It ie then, and only then, that he begun fully to appresiste
the inseparability of Hegelian Philsophy from Murxien hilosophic and economic
categories, As Lenin himself expressed it in his new 1515} PHEILOSOPHIC NOTEBOOKS
“Aphoriam: It is impossible fully to graep Marx's Capital, and especially ita
first chapter, if you bave not studied through and understcod the whole of Hegel's
logic. Consequently, none of the Merxists for the past 1/2 contury bhave under—
stooed Marx!i® - . : :

That lenin included himoslf anmeng the Marxists who had not fully
"grapsed CLEITAL, "empecially its firest chapter", which includes the saction on
fotishisms, is, however, in this instance, not half as important as the cohtinu- -
ous etress he put on the theory of knowledge, and the role of practice in the
theory. of knowledge, both in Hegol and in Marr, It led Lenin to thie phenomenal
conclusions "Alias: Man's cognition not only reflants the objective world, dut
¢reates it." For scme one in 1963 (ur 1360, if you wish to consider only the
French publication date) to write as if, to Lenin, consciousness was only the re—
flection of being "at best an approximately accursie reflection" and on the basis
of that balf sentence run, helter-skelter, to the wild conclueion that "by a
single stroke he {(Lenin) removes from himself the right to write what he is writ-
ing" (p. 32n) spesks very poorly indeed for Sartre's “oomprehensive" method, not
to mention his scholarship. ‘ - . ‘

- Now then, to return to the content of thoso four sentences by
Sartre from page 77 which contended that it wes “a dialecticsl vonjuring trick"
to consider "this monstrous abetraction" — reification of the relations of men —
to be "the veritabla concrete, First, let us note thet Sartre is standing Marx
on his head when he continueg blithely to talk of the merket's inexorsble laws
X Marr demonstrated tha inexorsble laws to arise out of production, They are,
of ocourse, manifested in the market, but they vanuot (can B @ controverted
‘any place but in production, and only by human beings, ppecifically the laborers,
who had been transformed into appendages of wachines but whose "quest for univer—
sality" bad given birth to "new passions", thue making them the forces for tue
overthrow of capitaliam., The market, no doubt, ccniributes something to the my-
s8tification of human relations since the only things tkat relates men in the mar—
ket place is money, But that was not ifarx's point,

On the cuntrary, Marx insisted that in order to understand what is
taking place in the market it is necessary to leave it und go into the faotory.
It is thers that relations among men ggt “"reified", made into things. It is .
there,” at that "process of suction"( s that capital grows monsirous big, but,
far from being en "abstraotion®, is the "veritable concrete" which “suocks dry liv-
ing lebor', and makea it into a thing. Far from this being the result of "a dis-

lectical conjuring trick", it is the literal truth of relations of men at the peint
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of production. The "inexorable laws" that arise out of this, out of this and not
out of the market, make inevitabla the collapse of the type of inbane productive
- 8ystem that makes man into a thing,

Marx states and restates all this in a thousand different ways, in
thousands of pleces throughout all his works = philpsophic, econcmic, historic,
&nd even in the analysis of the Telations of works of art to the epecificity of
bistory, Marxist theoretioal bettlefields ars strewn with the bones of those,
including the martyred revoluticnary, Rosa Luremburg, who thought thet this talk
of lubor as capital was not reality, but only o matter of "language." Marx, on
the contrary, atates over and over and over again, that unlens one grabps this,

at_this, there is nothing te distinguisk "scientific” from utopian secialien,
Proletarien democcrncy from Ma workers' diotator like lgosalle”, or tho new (Har:r.'a)
humanism, which unites materielisn and idealism, from both the vulgar meterialiam _
of “vulgar communism” and the 8e-humanized bourgeois (Hegelian) ideelies, which,
despite the revolutionayry dialestio, had to lapse back into s vulgur ldeslization

of the Prussian bureaucraoy, "Thus, ™ concluded nlso the young Marx, "nothing
need be said of Hegel's adaptation to religion, the stats, etoc. for thie lie is
the lie of his principle," :

- And thus aloe, the chapter in Sartre's book which in supposed to
be & plea "to reconquer man within Marxism" (».83), ends, insteed, with & plea
for integration of intellectual disciplines ~~ and from "the West" at that! "We
have shown that dialecticel matorialism is reduced to its own skeleton if 4% does
not integrate into iteelf cextain Western disciplines," .concludes Sartre, "Our
exuples have revealed at the heart of this pbileosophy a lack of &ny concrete
Anthropology eee. The defanlt of Marriam has led us to atiempt this integration
ourselves .., according to prineiples which give our ideology its unique oharacter,
principles which ¥e are now going to et forth," (pp. 83-4)

1II.

The Dominant Dogmatian of Sartre

It has taken Sartre some 17 years to raturn to the field of philo-
sophy. Ko matter what one thought of BLING AND NOTHIY GNESS — and this writer
oonsiders it & manifentation of the dieintegration of bourgeois and petty-bourgecis
thought under the blows of Dapression, Fasciom, and the Fell of France the hoak
was & carefully elaborated, closely argued work, This is not true of Search For
A ¥ethod, Where not totally wrong, its argumentation is perfunctory. It jumps
all over vast fields of thought = from philosophby to soience, fram literaturs to
anthropology, from economics to roychoanalysis, from analyses of revolutiona to
those of the Proletariat (the oapital P is Sartre's }, and from history to the
time of day. But it lands nowhere,

Its rootlessness leaves a doep €ap in the bock, which ig not due to
the fact that we have not scon the whole work, Rsther it is of the essence to the
whole work., The abyss opened up here {Seurch For A Mothod) will be the more glape
ing in CATTIQUE DE 1A RAISON DIALECTICUE, ol, I, Let"s follow the indications .
in the work we're raviewing, "Sade's pessimism, " writes the uniquely equipped
dramatist Sartre, "joine that of the manusl laborer, to whom the bourgeois revolu—
tion gave nothing, and who perceived at about 1794 that he was excluded from the
'universal' class.” {p,117)
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Now, Sade's peasimism " foined" that of the manual lsborer neither
in theory, nor in iifej neither in the specificity of the act, nor in the given
situation, Nowbere, in fact, except in the kLead of the Existentialist Sartre
could "the 1ived hope of a noble, outlawed by his class" (p. 116) "join" that of
the manual laborer who by the very fact of being "exoluded from the 'universal!
olasa", would gain that “queet for irue universality”'which would lead him, net tp
padimn, but to revelution. :

All that Sartre revesls by intellectually forcing the unification
of the irreconcilzbles im that he is & true pon of bourgecie soclety daminated by
the dogmatiem of the concept of the backwardnese of the massss who are supposed
to be incapable of thinking on their own, and therefore must be mensged, led, and
made to work the harder and produce the more. By his insistence on the partioulsr .
ageinst the general, the concrete — "incident by incident" —=- as sganinst the "ab-
stract ideclogy of universality", the histoxric event against the a priori judgment,
"ghgolute enpiricim" a3 egainst dogmatism, Jsrirs may have destroyed es many dog-
maticms ne he claimas, But one, unstated,yet all-pervading dogmatism contimes to
be the underlying motif of sll Sartre. thinks, writes, does. It ie the dopmetism
of the backwardness of the masses, , )

_ Sartre eeems to rTevel in "revealing" that the Proletariat is not
*an abstract ideology of universality”, but & concrete separaieness: "There is more
‘than one Proletariat, simply because there are national groups which bave develcped
differently," {p.89) . Or Sartrs will ask rhetoriceliy: "Wawn't Thermidor render—
ed pogsible by the growing diseension between the sane-culottes and controlling
faction. of the members of the Convention?" {pp.120-1} And then tie .shocking
conclueiont "It is true that the peuple supported the Revolution and true, too,
that their distress bad counter-revolutionaTy tendencies.”  (p.121) N

- Ee sees "“gounter-revolutionary tendencies" everywhere -— exoept,
of aourse, in himsclf, and in the Coomunist Party, which even when it perpetrates
actusl counter-revolutionary acis, continues to remain "the only revolutionary
Party." He held such a position during the Resistance, where, as against the -
Communist Party which knows where it is going, he holds that the non-Communist
Resisters bad but one theme: %We are fighting the Gema.n?_})but'this does rot glve

ug any right over the period which will follow the War." He held such &
position after Liberation, ae the quotation from his 1946 writifﬁy teetifies to

his misconception of the CP as "the only revolutionary party." Ten yoara
later, during the actual Commnist suppression of the Bungarian Revolution, Sartre's
opposition is restrained by thoughts of "the security of sccislism" (sicl)e On
the other hand, although the most exciting page in the hisctory of the late 1550's
and early 1960's is that written by the African revolutions that, in less than a
decade, literally reshaped the map of the world, the philesopher of existence writes
that "societies of repetition" are "without history" fBiD!) Since no reactionary
could have uttered & more condescending lis — and Saxtre ie a “progressive" who
strongly oppeses colonialism =, here is how he tried to extrieate himself by in-
venting s dietinction betwsen historicity and “living historically"s “Men should

not be defined by himtoricity — since there are some societies withont bistory w—
but by the permanent possibility of living historically the breakdowns whiob some—
times overthrow scoieties of repetition." (7, 167:15
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Here we gee the results of Sartre's “comprehonsive", "Progressive—
Rogreseive Method,” It ie time we turned to the metnud iteelf and its underlying
theﬁry.

Iv.

"The Progressive-Regrensive Method" and the Theory of Scarcity

"The Marxist method is progreseive because it 4p the result = in
the work of Merx hims.lf — of long analyses,” writes Sartre. "Today synthstic
progression is dangerous ... Our method is heuristioj it teaches us something new
- because it is at cnce botk regressivs and progressive." (p.133)

For & conprehension of this method wo suat compreherd the theory

it expounde. We must, therefors, first retrace cur steps to the ssction on "ery—
‘ism and Existentialism", at the point whers Sartre f;.rat troduces to his "new"
theory, tho cutworn, pre-larxist "theory of scancity." Tho sentence follow=
ed the one which said he supported "unreservedly¥ Marx's thesis, that "The mode .
of production of material life generally dominated $he development of bocial, po=
1itioal, and intellectual 1life," Sirajghteway after this "unreserved"” approval,
however, Bartre wrote: "But Marx's stotement seeme to me to point to'a fActusl _
evidenoe whick ws cannot go beyond 8¢ long as tho transfomation of sociel relations
- and technical progress bave not freed man from the yoke of scarcity." (p.34)- )
Sartre follows with still another quotation from ilarz sbout the “reign of freeddn
wes beyond the sphers of materisl production propert, after which Ssrtre concludes:
"As soon as there will exiet for everyone s margin of real freedom beyond the -
production of lifs, Marxism will have lived ocut its spanj a philosophy of freadom
will take its place, But we have no meaus, no intellectual instmment, no con—
crete exparience which allows us Yo conceive of this freedon or of this philosophy.”

(p.34)

On a first reading, this appears to be a restatement of Merx's con~
tention that we who avre living pre-historically, that is to say in a class society,
cannot write a blueprint for s class-less society. Since, however, Marxism is
& theory of liberztion, Sartre's shocking phrasing, "a philosophy of frasdom will
taks its (Marxism?s) place" ocotipels a rereading of the Sartrean interpretation ,
alongside the full pesssge from Marx who defined the reign of freodom se "thut de-
velomont of human power which im its own end, the true realm of freesdom which,
howsver, can flourieh only on the reslm of necesnfi‘ag as its basie, The shortening
of the working day is its fundamenial premise,” (10

. Falling to perceive alienations ae manifesiations of class contra—
diotions, Sartre stands everything on its head and hes alienaticns "give birth"
tc these oontradictions: "In a mocialist society, at 8 certain moment in ite de—
velcmuont, the worker is alienated from his production ..." (p.178) "...the
new alienations which give birth to the contradictions of socialist pociety and
which reveal to it iis abandormentj that iec, the incommensursbility of existence
and practial Xnowledge." (p.179)

Since, to a philosopher, an "alienated existence™ is an analytical

phress rather tban an exploitetive reality, it becomes sasy for him to think that
introducing another idea, such ns the notion ol "future", therafore means the
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achievemont of a "synthetic transcendence" rather than the giving up of the today
for the tomorrow. Thus, Sartro writes glibly: “For the man in China the future
is more true than the present." (p. 97) And bow can the existentislist jargen
about "the incommensurability of existence and practical Knowledgze" compensate
"the man in China" for "Its (socialist socisty's) atBndomment”?

Why 48 this master of language so slippery, ambivalent, contradic=—
tory, confusing on the warp and woof of Hegelisn and Marxian philosophy =—= the
theory of alienation =~ where he siould, as “a philosopher of existence" get elong
8o sewinmingly? The Humanism of Marxism is grounded on this theory, Here Harxiem

transcended Hegelian dialectics, stood Hegel “right side up", and at the same timso
separated itself from what Marx calied Mquite vulgar and unthinking communlen
which was "only the logical expression of privote property’ end "complqtely negetes

the pereonality of man." (5) -

. - 4As againat Harx's concept of mny property form, including communal,
heing "the logical expression of private property", Sartre not only makes this the
specifica differentis between capitalimm and eocialism, but is himself sc mwuch the
prisoner of his theory thet he extends it to "going beyond a situation” i " For
us men is characterized above all by his going heyond n situation, and by what ke
succeeds in making of what he hap been made — even if he never recogniges himeelf
in hizs objectificetion. This going béyond we find at the very root of the bumsn-—
in need. It is nekd which, for exmmple, links the mcarcity of women in the Mar-
quesas, as & structurel fact of the group....” (p.9l1) : :

' Ho doubt for the autbor of Being and Nothingness who rooted man
in desire, anguish, dread, finding "the rcot of the human —= in need" is new,
But this, tco, was long age answered even by the young Marx who ook paycholes
to task for thia, just this: "What should we think of & science (psycbology)
where such an extensive realm of buman aciivity (labor) says no more to it than
what can be eaid in one word: ?*Need, ocumon neodl!".And his enswer was this:
fPrivate property bas made us so stupid and one-sided that any kind of objest is
ours only when we have it, i.e. when it exists for us as capital, or when we
‘poasess it directly — eat it, drink it, wear it, livse in it, eto. — in short
use it ... in place of all the physical senses, there ip the sense of possession,
which is the mimple aliemation of all the e sensus. To zuch absclute poverty has
buman easence had to be reduced in order o give birth to its inner wealtht"

- _Since, howsver, Sartre conceived of "need, common need" as the root
both of capitalist and socialist society, he moves away from fundsmentals to the
epipbonomena: "Exploiter and exploited are men im cunfliet in a syestem whose
principal cbaracter is soarcity., Ts be sure, the capitalist owns the inatruments(
of labor, end the worker does not own them: there we bave a pure soniradioction. 1)
But to be precive, this contrediction never susceeds in accounting for each event,"
(p. 127) "Wuatever men and events are, they certainly appsar within the compass =
of scazoity e.." (p.132) "The object of existentialiesm — due to the defsult of
the Narxists — is the partioular man in the social field, in hie claes, in &n en=
vironment of colleotive objects and other particular men .... lazy Marxists make
usa of it (synthetic progremsion) to constituie the resl, & priori ... They ¢an
discover nothing by this method of purs exposition ... Our method ic heuristic ..."
(p.133) "This means that it will attempt to olerify the givens of Marxist Know-
1odgc-by indircct Mmowing (that is, ozome-havs s8Gi, by-words which regressively
denote existential structures) ..." (p.181) "Furthermore, in order for notions
iike reification and alienation to sssume their full wcdaning, it would bave been
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necessary for the questioner and the quentioned to be made one ... But before
Merxiam, itself a product of the social conflict, oould turn to these problema

it bad to assume fully its role as & practical philosophy == that 18, 88 & theory
clarifying social and politioal praria, The result is & profound lack within
contemporary Marxiem." (p. 177)

The molution? "That the Marxiste allow thamselvas to be duped by
mechanical materieliem is inexcusable,” writes Sartre, "since they know and approve
of large-scale sooizlist plenning,” (p.97) Just as Smith and Ricardo, despite
their discovery of labor es the sourcs of walue, becama prizonars of "the feiiah~
iem of commodities" becauss they tould not see capitslism as anything but a “natu-
Tal order”, nor labor not only as "“aocurce" but vs "gubject”, and thers met their
bistoric barrier, so Sartre met his in the State Plan. And, as Swmithb and Ricardo
tried explaining awey labor alienation as g "feudal blamish', so Sartre seeks to -
explain away lsbor alienations under “socielimm" by his "theory" of soarcity -
scarcity inthis over--productive, state-vapitalist, sutomated, "microphysic) stomic
ags of oural It may not be much of & theory to explain the illas of capitalism
in the United States or Western Burope or even Japan., But, obviously, when he
firsi dragged in the "yoke of scarcity" (p.34) in talking of Merx's analysis of -
the reign of freedum and cleiming that "we have no ueans, no intellectual intru—
ment, no conerete experience which sllowe to conceive of this freedom of of this
Failozophy", Sarire was thinking of "sooislist socioties." Befors therefore we
Jump to the conclusion that Sartrs's new theory of scarcity Teveals more B BOBY-
city of thought than & material -8oarcity, letts remember that new reality which
did not confront Marx , -the state~capitalist socoieties of Russis and China whish:
ha calls socialist, Consciously or uncenseiously. it is for these he created ina
theory of scarcity. No wonder then that the Commnist theorsticianc, who are 4
well acquainted with Marx's writings and their own olaime to & aoclety superic.:.
to capitalim, scoleties of moarcity prior to the Industrial Revolution, to do
anything but laugh at his theory, remind us that “there ie another Sartre, one
' who "leans towerds socialiem in his practical mctivities." (1)

One need not agree with the view of the iranslator and enthusiastic
admirer of Sartre, Hazel L. Barnes, that, with the publication of Being and Noth~
i.gmess, "Sartre was recognized ss the proponent of the most radical view oF .
buman freedom to appesr since the Lpicureans.'(p.vii} It is obvious enough that
this writer bolde no such view, But it wae at least true that, despite the fact
that & beatnik existentialism meited the plogan-~like
statements of Sertrboan philosophy —— There is no moral law. Man is a useless
paesion, Lifo is meaninglesa, The world is a nausesting mess. Hell ie other
people —, ‘to Sartre these emerged only after arducusly working out his philosophic
eategories »f Being-for-itself (man's consciousness) and Beingein-itself (the
cbjectn of conscious, or non-conscious reality) in order to ses if the individusl
could be free. In & sort of purgatory, crected by the "ﬁthingneas', the void
between consciousneas and the objects it was conscious of, the atruggle between
the "for-itself" gnd "in-itself" wore firet to confront the true "No Exit" in the
"for-Other", that is to say, relations with other buman beings.

Now it is true thot Sartre's perveding peseismisn and deep oynicitm
led bim to eenclude, to 1{5 his own expraecaion, that “respsct for the Otherts froe-
dom is an empty word." ( And no doubt George Gurvitoh Lsm a etrong point - * .
when he says that the philosophio categeries Sartre created are "bereft of con—
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Bequences and s sense of history," (13) Surely, Sartre's theory of buman rela—
tions that are bound hand and foot and confined. to but two “fundamental attitudenh
= the equally deplcrable extremes of mascchiem and sadiam — cen ‘lead to nothing
but angurish, loneliness, frustration in a sort of an infinite ragress. But it

is also true that tkis fantestic and totally falee theory of human {ﬂ’ticns e
in conflict with Sartre's other Abeory, that of individual freedom, "/ Indeed,
by the end of Being and Nothingmess the conflict bas reached so imposuible =n
impasse that Sartre nimself attempts to force an exit s Or point to one in s foot-—
note (p.412) et lessts "Theng considerations {the att '
chimn and sadism) do not exclude the possibility of an ethics of deliverance and
saivation, But this oan be schieved only after s radicsl eonversion which we
camnot distuss here," ;

oo doubt, symbolic of the vent that the Resistance created

Notbinmmess went to press in Nagi-occupied France. Surely
Sartre, eas sn individual, tried the Kantisn, moral way out in the period after .
Iiberetion, even tried, in some instances to oppose both capitelisn and communi e,
although evan in his best indepandent dayn, he'was all too rondy, as we saw, to
throw a kalo around the "Communist Party is the only rdvolutionsry party."
However, whatever it is that Sartre, the committed intellectual who presently
claims to be an adherent of <arximu, believes in and bases his activities on,
Sartre, the Existentis] Philosopher iz following a straight line of "inspiration" .
from defeats ani only defeats, Just as, in the 1930's, it was neither the sit-
.down strikes in France which destroyed the pretensions of fasciem in his native
lsnd, nor the Spunish Revelution in the other Lurope, but rather tha proletarian
defestis by Gorman and Spanish farciem that set ths mood for Being and Nothinmess,
80 it i that, in the 19%0's; it is neither the Hungarian Revoluiion from Conumtm-
ist totalitarianiem. nor the African Revoluticns from Vestern imperialise that pet
the mnod. Rather it im the victories of the counter-revolutiona that set the mood .

for Se;rch For 4 Method and the Critique of Dialectical Reason ,

: In any case, in his return to strictly philosopbic works, we got,
not the promised "Ethies", but the work at hand which s8imply esozpes from resolv—
ing the conflict batween his theory of individusl fre.dom and his theory of human .
relations by shifting from man the individual to man in tho maes. Here "Hell is.
other people" becomes "Hall is the Ez_mtioo-ine_r_gg." Ip a word, the division
batween the "pagsive" masses and the "active" eiite which has gtood capitalist
production and its rbilosophy of rationalism so woll from its beginniags to ita
© state~capitelist stage is given a new comt of philosophic paint. This is the
ronoreeless logic of the failure of Beeing creativity in the proletariat,

In his Critioue Sartre states that hie naw work could not have been
fres air oreated by De Stalinization had not teken place. We can
Pren when the Kbrushchev-Mao conflict reaches total TUp-
VWbat casts 8 better illumination on the compulsions for the work ie thie:
the very intellsctuslp who wore blind to the "new roads to socialisn" that were .
opened up in life by the June 17, 1953 Emst German Revelt, which first put an end
to the myth of Stalinist invineibility, were tbes ones who rose to the debsts once
Ebrushohev had given the green light in February 1956, They are nlse the ones who
reooiled when the Hungsrian Revolution in October 1956 ghowed that DeStalinigation
and "polycentriam" wore neither merely academic debutes nor limited to ending "the
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cult of personality", but wore questions of life and death. The retrest lesd to
the elsboretion of & ruther meaningless "Progressive-Regressive Method" which
soeks pevertheless to undermind Marxism through infusion into it not only of
Existentialian but sluo totaliterian Communiam.

The anti~Stalinist, anti-cepitalist, contemporary petty-bourgois
intellectual, himnelf the vietim of the absolute divisién between mental and
manual labon, the climax of centuries of division between philosopbers end workers,
is all too ready to hand over the ravolutionary.role of their seli-emancipation
into the bands of the Communist Party and its philosophy c¢f the elite who will

. oontimie "to lead" the workers while the latter mus% continue fo labor as before,
only harder. In the Critigue Sarire creetes a veritable mystique sbout the
"political group" which fights the "inertin" of the masscs; he even glerifies
terror: "The cormunel freedom creatés itself es Terwo=." We need not wait for
-the appearance of that work in Inglish to begin to evpose it, For the methodn-
logical foundetion. for the new Communist me*apbyais has been laid by Sartre hwre
in Search For 4 Xethod, and it iz at ita foundation whers it must be uprooted.

Detrolt, Hichigan ' S ' . ~— Raya Dunayevakeya

September, 1963

Pootnotes

(1) Due mppreciation for this is tendered Sartre by no less & personality than
the chief philosopher for Polish Communism: “Sartre's ideas on revisionism are
"of interest. The temm is, he says, either & truimm or an absurdity." (p.37)
"This thought of Sartre's goee far beyond the shallow but loud propaganda of the
revisionist mirscle-makers, and, in my opinion, desexrves e doeper analysie, So
we ses that Sartre not only avows Marxist philosophy but attenpts to defend it
from attack." (p.38) (Adsm Schaff, A Philosophy of Man, New York, Monthly
Review Presa, 1963, $3.25) ,

(2} While the imprecise translation of the title is due %o poetic analysis rather
than to any lack of knowlwdge of the Frenca language or the Sarirean pnilosophy,
it is eleo true that Miss Barmes is unacquainted with the Mesrxist temminology
and translates suoh famous concepis as "the fetishisrs of commodities” as "the
fetishism of merchandise." I have therefore disregavded her translation of
passages in Harx that Sartre quotes and used, instead, eithér tha standerd Eng-
lish translation or, in the case of the Larly Essays of MayX, my own translation.

(3)Studies in Classic American lLiterature

{4) CAPITAL, Vol.I, p.84. (Chicago, Charlza H. Kerr and Co.)

{5) The analysis I made of stute—capitaliem — and it was the firet ever made fram
original Ruesian sources of the Five Yeur Plans — appears.in my MAREISM AND
FREEDOH which includes, &s Appendices, Marx's Early Economic-Philosophic Iesays

1844. It i8 this translation which I use in all pussages cited above irom the
young Marx,
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is) In the Rudsiarp edition only of the Archives of Marx snd Engels, Vol, II
VII) p.69. This is from the chapter that was originally (in manuscript form) to
have been the ending of CAPITAL, Volume I.

* (7) Sartre par lui-mfme by F. Jeanson, quoted b, M. Cranston's " Jean~Psul Sartre,
P. 38.

(8) "Haterialisme et revolution" (Les Temps Hodernes:Vol.I, Fos 9 and 10, June-
July, 1946} In 1947 the old periodical, Poiitics, translated tlds essay on
Wiaterigliem end Revolution®. It resppeuTed &8 Chepter 13 of Sarire's Literary
end Philosophical Lssays (New York, Criterion Books, Inc.) in 1959. This sdition
heare & footnote by Sartre., which readss "As I have been unfairly reproached with
not quoting Marx in this article, I should like to point that my eriticimms are
not directed against him, but egeinst Merxist scholasticism of 194%. Or, if

you prefer, against Marx through Neo-Staliniet Marxiem." The tiruth, however, is
that the article couldn't bave referred to “the Marxist scholasticim® of 1949
since it was written in 1946, Nor could it bave been directed against "Neo-Stal-
jnist Marrism" which did not arise until efter Stalin's death, Sartre, at the

" 4ime. of writing his original article in 1946, (which duly yuoted Stalin aw an
suthority on Marximm) was such a milleniunm away from thinking about "Hao-Stalin=-
ist Yarxiem" that the chief terget of his was - Frederick Ingels. Instead of
being then wrought up ebout "Neo-Stalinjem" which wes yet to appear historically,
he ocouldn't find it in himself to resist footnoting even the favorable mention

of Marx!s Humaniem as followss "It is, once again, Merx's point of view in 1844,
that is, until the unfortunate meeting with Engels". It is one of the marks of
our state-capitalist sge that our intel.ectuals Beem more adept at re-writing
history, thar at writing it. ' :

0
N

(9) It needs no Marx to answer this excuse for class exploitation. The "acarcity
theory" — bgasis of primitive mocieiies -~ and the "buying cheap and selling dear"
ides of pre~Industrial Revolution societies were answered by olussical (bourgeois)
. politicsl economy 6f Smith and Ricardo. The Marrien theory of surplus value, vhich
said Herx, was really implicit in the Smitb-Ricardo theory of value, is besed on
the aesumption &nd the fact thet the toohnological revolution put an end to_any
“theory" of scarcity es &n excuse for the msldistribution of income or the caupe
of crieic. :
{10) CAPITAL, Volume IXII, pp. 954~5
11) The very first pentence of Marx's Private Property and Communizm states:
., "But the oppeaition between the ladk of property snd property is still an un~

differentiated opposition «.. So long &8 it 18 not conoeived ‘as the oppositicn be=
twoen lebor and oapitsl it is not yet a contradiction,"

(12) Being and Nothingness, p. 409

(23) It is part of the discussion appended to A Short History of Existential”
by Jeen ifahl (N.Y. The Philosophical Librery) p.39. .

{14) For a rather fine analysis of this point and other of Sartrae's book -
Jean-Paul Sartre by Swpiwledeosome (§.Y,, Grove Press, Inc. Evergree

Booke, 958) i Oyapzion
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FEWS & LETTERS B75% Orand River, Detroit 4, Mich, Price 20g Now Series 8

POLITICAL IEPTER mee o

Novezber 18, 1963
THT FORTHCOMING PAPERBACK EDITION OF MARXISM AND FRECDOM:

Dear Friendss

The New Introduction to the forthcoming paperback edition of Marxiem
and Freedom that we Teproduce below spesks for itseif. The reamon for this
prefatory hote reletes, instead, to the new chapter, »The Challonge of Mao Tee
tung", which we cannot reprint since it tekes up no less than 33 pages, BHere i
its contents paget .

A3 Communist Counter-Revolutions

1Y Of Viars and Revolutions Ag An "Eight-legged Essay"
L;

2) Voices of Revolt
*Phe Pecple's Communes"

B: The Dislectic of Mao's Thought From the Defeat of the -
192 Revolution To the Congquest of Pouer
1} Defeat of Revolution — Struggle Againet “Dognatista"
2} The 'Philomophy' of the Yenen Period: Hao Perverts Lenin
*“Three Magic Weapons" ‘

G: Oriental Despotism, ':Brainwashing_—- Or the Boonomic Compulslon
of State-Copitalism :
Eli In Agriculture

2
3

D: CAN There Be War Botween Russie and China?:

The Non-vigbility of State-Capitalism :
1).19 2: Preliminary Sperring . S
Ezg Fow Dateline: Peking, June 14, 1963: "A Proposal Concemming

the Goneral Line of the Internaticnal Communist Movemer;
(3) Back to “Wers and Revolutions": Russis and China at Wer!

Military and Industria
Brainwashing '

N FLACE OF A CONCLUSION: TWO KIRDS OF SUBJECTIVITY

Footnotes

* . *

As you see, it is not only the newsiness that has made us choose Chinz
rather than the African Revolutions or the Amsrican Civilization on Trisl pamphlet
‘as the subject. Rather it is that our precscupation, now as during the oviginal
publication, ie with the challenge to work out ths ncw relationship of philosophy
to reality. -

Two events have led to make The Cballenge of Mao ithe orucible algo for
philosophical rebirth: (1) the appearznce of the new world of independent African
countries led, &t one and the same time, to Ccomunisn'e “discovery" of the nationsl
revolutions and to the rift within that Communist world which proved ite non-viabi-
litys (2) the fact that the disputes within Chinese Coomuniem have always been
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philosophical, rather than on the eosonomic or political levels in the technolo-
gically advanced countries, meant that at this stcge of world development, they
were more in consonance with the methodology that is of The escence to Marxist-
Humanism.

At the same time, the very fect that most of that chapter was writtsr
two yoars in advance of the headlines is the best proof there im of the dynamin:
of Marxrian diaslectics as a method of anelysis of the bistory of today, as of
yesterday,

The subtitle, Frem Marx to Moo, ie itself a manifestation of the ¢ v~
ness of our philosophy and our opposition to the transformation of the Marxist
theory of liberstion intc the totelitarianiam of relgning Coomunist powars.

Finally, the fact thaet the new Introduction bad, of necessity, to tr
brief, and sould only indicate rether than develop the events thet happened duvu
ing the crowded years, 1958~63, required that the new chapier on state-cepitelirs
and workers' reveclte have greater space for develoment, .

. The organization will have the cpportunity to prove its own mettle in
the wenner in which they will meke this paperback edition tts center of dialogues;
disputes, organizational challengsg and organizational gr_onr.h.

‘. . . 1

'Yours,

RAYA

#* TABOR DONATLD *




INTRODUCTION 0 THE SECOND EDITION OF MARXISM AND FRETDOH

By Rays Dunayevskaya

"Only that which is an object of
froadon can be ealled an idea,"
— Hegel

The first edition of MARXISM ANT FRrLDOM went to press &s

Sputnik No, 1 went intc orbit. That same year, 1957, the Lititle Rock riots
shared heedlines with the scientific phenomenon. In 1962, two sinilarly
different events were held in unison in men’s consciousness, This time
James Meredith'a courageous entry into the University of Missimsippi took
the lustrs out of Walter Schirrals six-orbital entry into space. An-sge
in which "o little thing”,like school desegregatinn, eas hold in tow such

_scientific milestones is an age in which men's consciousness is preoccupzed,
oot with scientiiic conguesi, but with human freedcm, .

© This new edition appaara when onr life and times impart an

urgency to the task of working ocut 8 new relationship of philosophy to reali-
_t¥. Thought and deed cannot forever stand epart, Somewhere, scometime,

they must meet. Throughout history the forces that heve produced grest
social revelutions have also generated great philosophic revolutions. It

was true when John Iilburme expressed the motive power of the British Revo-
lution of 1648 es: "The poorest ke in England hes a 1ife to live as the
richest be,” It is true whom, in 1963, James Baldwin speaks of “a glimpze
of another world .... I speak of change not on the mirface but in the depths ~-
* change in the pense of renewal." 17th century British Leveller fighting
for squality, . or 20th century Negro fighkiting for freedom pmow, pull strenu—
ously at the intellectunl tendency to resist the compulaion to original
thought on the very eve of soocial revolutions that demand phllosonhic Te—~

constructions,

The two features which characterize great pericds of upheaval
are, one, that & new subject is born to respond to the cbjective pull of
history by making freedom and reason the reality of the day. And, two, &
new relationship betws.n theory and practice is forged. Thie is true for the
past —= levellers in 17th century Ingland; the sans oulottes in the French
Revolution of 1789-1793; the runaway slave impeliing the United States to
the Civil War of 1861-1865; the St, Petersburg proletarist in the 1905 and
1917 Russian Revolutions., This is true for the present — in the Hunsarian
Revolution against Ruseian totalitarianimm, no less then in the African Revo-
lutions against Western imperialiem, This doee not mean that each of these
historic pericds has given birth to a totally new philosophy. An original
philosophy is 8 rare oreation, born after much travail only when called
forth by & new astege in world conscicusness of freedom. It does mean that
& viable philosophy must be capable of meeting the challenge of human experi-
ence, of the new revolts symbolic of the lack of specific freedoms.

To this suthor it meant that, no matter what the reasons were
that caused the transformation of the Marxian theory of liberation integ Tg-




wdem

opposite after the Russian Revelutions failed to realize, that is to scy
put into practice this philosophy of freedom {See Chapters XXI and XIII),

a return to the originzl form of the Humaniam of Marxism houcame imperitive.
Beceuce Karx's Fumanist Esucys wero not aveilable in Lnglish at the time
UARXISM AND FR LIO% ceme off the prees in 1958, I inclwded these writings
as an Appendix.* Since that time there have been several English transla-—
ticns of these Iasays as well as many commentaries on them, J% meon bngate
evident, howzver, that this was done, not to re-estall.sn tbe in‘ezral unity
of Harxian economics with his philosophical humenism, but only im onler to
excroise the ghost of Xarl Warx and thon rebury him, this time ss a Eunmanist.
It cannot be done, lirT:Dst Hamsnism will vemain slive o long a& & new
world on truly new, hwacn beginnings bas net been e8tatlighed.

Totaliterian Communisu understands this so well that the
counter-revolutionary surpression ol the Bupgarian Revclution went hani-in-—
band -witk the suppressicu of thoughs, Tha subscouent Firashohev-iino nesig=
nation of Marxist Human:cts ms "revisionisss” end the dcmuneiation of Mo
visionisn" as "the main fanger" did not, however, deter vlhe American "idevlo-
gy specialist" from taking over the temm, "revisionimm®, cnd similerly -
uring it agsinst the opponents of the ruling bureaucracies who had not only
revised, but vitiated, Marxism, The very intellectumls whko hed lost their
collective tongue during the period of HcCarthylsm now found their indivi-
dual tongues to attempt to fragmentize Marx, . : S

The debate around the Essays degenerated into a question of

first~odness 28 if it were & oollege debate held for scoring points. Az

© I steted duritg the discussion in 1961: "The dispute over who was the first
to iranslate Marx's 1844 Economic-Fhilosophic Manuseripts into English iz
& meaningful controversy only if it hes o substantive relationship to the
spirit of those Esseys and of our times. I was compelled to be the first
to publish these Zscays in 1958 becsuse for the 15 years previcus I had ‘
tried, in vain, to convince other mcholars, writers, and publishers of tze
cogency of these Essays. Vhen in the period betwe.n the East Gemman Revolt
end the Hungarian Revolution, the Russien Communists openly attacked those
Eosays (Voprosy Filosofii, #3, 1955) I once sgein began my round of publishers.
This time the Escays were part of my book. I held that the Russian Communist
attack on them wes not academic, but a foreboding of revolutione to come,
The following year the great Hungarisn RHevolution raised the Rumanist flag
clearly. Because Marxist Humanism, to me, 16 the only genuine ground
from which to oppose Communist totalitarianism, I felt the canpulsicn to
ghow thet Humanism is not sswething invented by me, but came directly from
Marx es he fought what he called ‘vuigar Communism', writing that *ccumunism,
as such, is not the goal of lumen devlopment, the form of human society.' "

% That appendix has been dropped from this new edition because the Essays
are new easily evailable in Englich. The official Moscow publication
(1959} is marred bty footnotes which flegrantly violaie Marx's content
and intent. The preferable translation is T, B. Bottomore which, with

other primary materiels is included in Marx's Concept of Man by Erich
Frozm, (Frederick Ungar Publishing Co., Kew York, 1961.)
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Skepticism also greeted my statement, in the first edition,
that the roed to a new society, opened by the Humgarian Revolution, was no
less illumined by tbe Montgomery Bus Boycott. Since then the Negro strugsle
bag become all-rounded and so engulfed the North, ag well as the South, thot
the phrase, "Negro Revolution", has become almost a clich®. Yet the fact
that a revolution can be treated as & wmers Jourmalintic phrase only further
reveale the failure to grapple with the truth that the American Hegroc has
always been the touchstone of American civilization which had an evar ex=—
pending frontier but no unifying phileacphy, Nor has the challengs been
met whan the eall for a unifying philesophy comes frem an altogethcr new
source: the scientist (Dr. Williem E. Pickering) whe first succeeded in
sending the American Explorer into orbit, In spesking of the fact that man-
kind was "only one-halfl hour away fram total annikilation", Dr. Pickerins
seid that markind wes in need, not of more destructive weapons thet the scien—
tists invent, tut of "& new, unifying philosophy."

This Bame period saw the emergence of the African Revolutions
under their own Humanist banner.** It was indeed the birth of this new
world independent of the Communist orbit thet be’h led to the Conmmunist dis-
covery of this "third world" and to the rift witldn its own orbit,  (On
~the Sino~Soviet Fift see Chapter XV1I.) Because the dynawism of idsas es-
capes American “ideclegy specialists", they do not pick up the gauntlet for
the struggle for the minds of men. Instead, they act es if any ldeclogical
battle, if even it concerns the very survival of humanity, is only rhetoric.
It is not that they do not know &3 well as enybody that, far from rketoric,
this iz the overriding fact in & world of H-bombs end ICR{'s, HNor is it .
ihat they held their breath any less than the rest of us wheh, in Octobar,
1962, J.F, Kennedy told F. S, Knrushchev that the United States was ready
to unicose a nuclear holocaust unless Russia Temoved its missiles from
" Cuba., It is rather due to their belief that their aging views toward idecas

would somehow magically dissipate the class struggle, and the racial struggle
would thereby become bite mize, . :

, Whers some reviewers wished to return Marx's Humanist Eesays
to the archives, others” questioned my theory of stzte—capitalian, saying
tbat I bad paid irsufficient attention to the changed conditions in Russia
since the sascent of ¥hrushohev o power, They pointed especislly to “"the
abolition of the forced labor camps.” Curiously enough, this criticlem came,
in large meesure, from thosa who denied the very exristence of the camps
until Khrushchev declared them abolished. That toe worst of the concentra—
tion camps have besn elimineted does not mean that thers are none, 1t only
means that "corrective labor" has taken a diffevent, a milder form. Neither
United States “Ires enterprise", nor Russian "Communiesm", bas changed the
fundamental Marxian theory of value and surplus value, or capitalisr as en
ezploitative relationship of capitel to lebor. After the Russian admiseion,
in 1943, that the law of walue operaztee in Russia, there was no further
proint to continue the detailed anmlysis of their State Plans. My analysis

“* See my pamphlet, Nationalism, Communism, Marxist-Bumaniem and the Afro-
Apian Revolutions, (Hews & Letters, Detroit, 19993 Cambridge, ingiand,

1961.
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of the Five Year Plens, therefors, stopped with World War II, and there-
after focused on the Rumssian asceult on Uarxts CAPTTAL and his ECONOMIC-
PHILOSOPHIC MANUSCRIPTS (see Chapters III and XII). There is no reason
to revise my analysis,. '

What is fundamentally new now are the developments in the
Sino-Soviet orbit., My analycis of the rift was origirally elaborated in
1961 as part of & new book I am writing on world ideclogies ani the techny--
logieally underdeveloped countries, Because "Tho Challenge of ¥ac™ has
& spacinl urgensy for todey I brought it up to date after Japanesas friends
esked to include it in the edition of Marxism and Freedom they are preparinz
for publication in Tokys. It is included =s Chepier AVLL in this new
Americen edition as well, Both editions are going to press s we approach
tho one lindredth snniversary of the founding of the International Vorking
Men's Associstion in London, 1864, . o

. Rovember T, 1953 . ‘ ‘ Rajra Dunayevekays
Detrolt, Michigan E

= lebor Donated w
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POLITICAL_LETTFF

June 7, 1964

GOLDWATER PRIMARY VICTORY IN CALIFORNIA:
or Under the Backlash of Counter-Revolution

Dear Friends:

cenator Goldwater's victery in the Kepublican presidential primery mekes

it imperative for the "outside™ eg well as the "ingide” to come to grips with the
problems of the crisis in /merican civilization, It will not do to peint to the fact '
that he won only by “a hzir‘s bresdth” from "the liberel Rockefeller’ who might well
have won if it were mot for the birth of the child that reminded the populace of his

- divorce ell over sgein. Wor will it do to point to the fact that "only Republ icens™
were involved, and the Femocretic Perty is still the majority party, and, MOTEOVEr,
both elections were only primaries which means that the ~independent™ voters, the
bulk of the population, were not reprecented,

" The simple truth 1s.£hat 1,089,133 voted for Soldwarer in @8 single state.

Moreover, this came st & time when, in addition to this mesly-mouthed-open-shop‘segre-
gationist, Wallace had chalked up 650,000 outright segregaclonist votes in "1iberal
Wisconsin®, Indiana snd Meryland, Furthermore, very nearly the only reason he hadn't
won ouright in Msryland was the vote of the minoricies -- .Megroes,. Jews-and others.
In B word, white "truly native' America would have fully turned the clock of history
100 years back with eyes wide dpen. : ,

The Terrifying Objective'Situacion

Soldwater's victory was by no meens merely the result of $2 million
spent on campaigning, nor only the cowardice that comes as.easily in a closed booth
as it comes when only one side -- 1ts own -- is armed wich state power, unleashed
police dogs, tear ges end prisons. This was the capture of the Republicen Party by
the Birchites, an prgenized, asrrogant, fanatic resction thet did not let itself be
stopped even by the sssssaination of John F. Kennedy, No sooner had it been estab-
ilshed -~ a surprise even to the Birchers who had created the atmosphere for murder --
that it was not one of them who had pulled the trigger of the pun that shot President
 Kennedy, than they were beck at the seme type. of McCerthyist propagende as before the
murder -- only worse. It was no longer a single individual, like Mctarthy; it wes
an organizotion that was represented by the Illinois professor who had the gall to
write thst the assassinstion wes provoked by the fact that JFX had not been ravid
enocugh in following “"the Communist timetable for taking over power in the USA.Y
They -~ the Birchices -- most sssuredly haove their timetable. It will not be stopped
by any such incidence that might, for opportunistic reasens, make of Joldwater 3 king-
meker instead of sctual king, end “bow" to the public by sccepting @ moderate to do
the actual running for the presidency.

The terrifying reslity is that here was 2 man -~- foldwater -=- who 1s not just

the old run of rescticnary on every subject from open shop to segregation, from {s0-
lationism® to aiming at “victory" (American imperial rule) the world over, but who has
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actually proposed that the A-bomb be used right now, in South Vietpam, “merely" to
clesr the foliage -- never mind the people, including /merican soldiers who would
te getring the fallout =~ and te reveal "the enemy”. Yet, so ceallous, indifferent,
fanstic have over 1 million Americans in & single state become, that not only did
this fall to stop them from voting for himj rather, he beceme 8 "hero" to them, What
is this pursuit of "victory" for? Does it differ in any essential manner from the
"victory" Mao alms at when he insists that the veality of nuclesr war should be dis-
counted for the sake of “revolution®?

In facing this terrifying objective sjtuation, we must also recognize three
other unpleagant facts: 1) Wallace's invesion of the North met with success not only
among the middle cless, but also smong some white labor; ?2) COn the other hand, Negroes
were used by the ceoitalists, who always know how to divide end rule, te help break
8 strike in formerly lily-white Hillsdale, Michigan: end 3) Student youth were at the
same time breeking a strike in West Allis, Wisconsin. Here, again, it will not do
either to discount Wsllace's gains by pointing to the greatness of the Negro Revolu
tion which won its first representatton in Yisconsin, Or to counter this fect with
snother -- that there were as many white atrikebreskers ss Negro at Hillsdale, The
point is that the racialism injected there was used to good advantsge by the class
gnemy. Moreover, though Roy Wilkins made a gond statement against the use of Negroes
as strikebreskers, he made it in the form of an appeal to Gov. Romney to close the
plant, not to his own organization to picket the plent against the strikebreskers.

Under the circumstances, the UiW labor buresucracy, which has done nothing
to clean its own house and work for the upgrading.of NHegroes, did, on this issue,
send out some Negro workers to try to picket, and thus once again appesr as the oniy
ones who can "handie™ labor, The liberal petty-bourgeois white may think that he iy
“superior” to the proletarian, beceuse he allegedly has fewar prejudices. The one
thing the petty bourgeois white forgets is thst the Negrc worker in the shop knews.
very well how herd it is for a minority to win where it does not have at least the
quiet support of the white workers. The Negro worker therefore sticks to the white
worker and does not go hunting for Negro ractists *to lead™ him, : .

CORE, likewise, had nothing to 3ay on this metter, Although nationslly they
have by far the best position -« as a socialist, Bayard Rustin hes always worked fork
the unity of the Negro revolution with white lsbor -- they were unable to intérvene
in this locel situation which had gained nationsl attention precisely becsuse they do
not work within the framework of a total philosavhy, but only issue by issue, so to
speak. The result has been that national issues become localized, so that the death
of the white Rev, Bruce Klunder,crushed by & bulldozer in Cleveland during a demonstra-
tion, is not taken up by all the chapters throughout the land; while local iasues are
claimed &8 natfonal victories, such as some housing laws which were psased in Califor-
nia merely through flukes, not through mass action, and sre therefore in danger of
being defested nov that the Birchers there have taken the initjative to upset them,

Finally, when student youth in Wisconsin have the brutality to wear boards
with open nails under their ahirts so that any strikertouching them would unceremoni-
ously bleed, there is no point , either, for the liberal whites who have atlast become
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sctive in the Negro revolution to pride themselves on not having become "dogmatic',
f.e.espousing & total philosophy, one which would have fought for the minds of these
petty~bourgeois youth on wore then “multiple issues*, All the liberal hos done by
not being “dogmatlc” is give up principles snd vision for {mmediate results and an
winteliectual® isolationsim which cen only result in victories by the countey-revo-
lution which does not limit itself to fighting only sgainst desegregation, but aims
2t nothing short of world power. :

The Ossification of '"Western” Thought

The trosedy of today's radicals and liberals alike lies in thelr. sbdication
of thought, ané therefore thetr failure to fight comprehensively, Just &x the hord-
est thing for jintellectusls is to see their own fragmencstion, so the hardest thing
for “activists” -~ worker or intellectual, white or black, yellow or red -- is to
. see the need for theory. : ’ ’

The dismissal of this need and its reducticn to 'dogmatism™ is mot only in
the wey of the Negro Revoluticn to rise to its full historic stature; 1t is an im-
. pediment in the way of oll freedom movements from tne USA to China, from France to
Africa, from Russie to Letin America, from Europe {East and West) to India, Lf living
Trotskyists, who heve the heritage of Leon Trotsky and the Russian Revolutlon, can
have degenerated to veering betucen support of Malcolm X and Mso, what, exsctly, can
this state-capitalist age with its concomitant sdministrakive mentality offer the
liberals other than oasification of thought?

Let those to whom it mey appear far-fetched to switch to this subject when
considering the situation crested by Golduater's primery victory, Wallace's invasion
of the Merth, on the one band, and, on the other; the weakness of the freedom and
labor movements as expressed in the incidents in Hillsdale, Michigen, West /llis,

. Hlsconsiq; Cleveland, Ohio, stop for & minute teo consider the followings

1) Why do Western inteilectuels who know better, call Moo Tse-tung "a dog=-
matist" -- Mao Tse-tung, the most non-dogmatic, wild, independent, guerrille warrior,
who has never relied very heavily either on Msrx or Lenin until after he himself won
power snd is sttempting to extend {t? "

2) Why do some of these same intellectuals {read Taniel Bell's "Ples for
a *New Phase in Negro Leadership'* in the May 31, 1964 New Y.rk Times Magezine
Section) not only offer gratultous advice to the Freedom movement about "responsi-
bility” but get the youth to follow them? (#nd this youth ls "the sophisticated
left" in the Negro movement who are trying to shift the fight from the single jssue
of desegregation to “multiple" issues!) . :

1) Why does "Western” thought, even where it sttempts to see “Humaniem"
(without class struggle!) help Khrushchev rebury Lenin's Philesophic Natebooks?
Please reread the section, "The Objective Compulsion to Thought® in the Two Worlds
column in the February, 1964 issue of N&L on that subject:
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*The point is this: the compulsion to break with this philosophic pest,
with vulgar meterialism, ceme from gbjective conditions. The compulaion to thought
wes brought about by a world war, the fimt world war, & crisis in Western civilliza-
tion, & crisis in all men's lives, Our post-World Wer II situstion, with its little
wars, The Cold War, threst of nuclesr holocaust, is a daily reminder of the deathroes
of an older order, the birth pangs of & new one, the nesr-insoluble problems of this
titantic conflict., In that respect, Lenin'z Notebooks can shed grester light than
the ‘sophisticated' theses of todey that keep philosophy hemmed in a tight littie
circle of the lesrned isolsted from *politics?’,

“Far from being ‘dated?, Lenin's Philosophic Notebocks, as method, sre as
urgent as today's hepdiines, Far from being 'Russian' Chey are as lacking in bouns
daries, in thought, &s ‘sre the ICBM's in life. These sre not only political problems.
They are a challenge to thought as well as to life. /s that encyclopedic mind of
Hegel's #5813 most profoundly whan the philosophy of his day did not sccept the chal-
lenge of changing times, did not gresp the French Revolution, sz Ydea, 'It is the na=-
ture of truth to force its way to recognition.,' A philosophy that falls then to re-
organize its very structure turns the learned into 'representatives who are like the
dead burying the dead.

nLacking such an attitude to objectivity, Western thought  flounders and

therefore fslls into quantitetive measurements instesd of the measure of Men, the
-buman aspirstion, the thought that can lay the foundation for a reorganlzation of
society. Khrushchev, and, yes, Mso, have a state reason for burying Lenin's Note-
books ~= the preservation of their respective state-capitalist tyrannies demands that
the jdea of freedom be buried along wich freedom, But where, at least on the surface,
the learned of the West need not be atate philosopher, is it rnot time to end their
tgnorance of Marxlst philosophy? ... -

. "Instead of helping Khrushchev, in the 35th year since the first Ruesian
publication of Lenin's Nptebooks, once again to perpetrate 2 live burial of thege
dialectic notes, isn't it high time finally to come to grips with their challenge to
today's thought? Without such a meaningful encounter, the ossification of Western
thought is sure "“to outdistance" Communist putrefaction,"

No greater putrefactlon in chought than that contsined in Bell's erticle can
be found anywhere.

Reread also the editorial srticle on the assassination of President Kennedy
in the December, 1963 issue of MN&L, and see the basis for the unholy alliance of Right
and "moderetes

- "t is no accident that the groundwork has been lsaid for &n unholy slliance
between the forces of reaction and the moderates, not only in Congress, but olso in
the press, to create » new hysteria about *Reds.’

"This is what must be stopped. This is the resl tragedy.- There §s no gur =

cease from the reactionary forces who, on the centenary of the Emancipation Preclama-
tion, are trying to turn back the clock of history. The hatred ia alresdy in the
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1ifeblood of this country, 411 the apeeches cannot change this, precisely because
they are only speeches,,..

"What therefore, becomes of paramount importance to Merxist-Humanists 1s to
see that continuity {g het the continuity of the unfinished revolution which forces
of resction e determined to keep unfinished, Continuity ig, rather, the continuicy
of the Humsnist and Americen roots of Maryipm in the full Abolitionist tradition thst
will, once and for all, sct on the truth that time has indeed run out on all compro-
mises, come they from the Far Right or only "near" Right, The road to embark on,
the task to dedicate oneself to, is the movement that will tesr up racism st its root
in the capitalist exploitative system. For only the recontruction of soclety on to-
tally new, on truly humen beginnings can make Freedom Now & reality."

Ever since the Birmingham events of a year age, we have been stressing the
faet that those events gight beceme prologue to revolution, We should now mdd that
either they do, or there will be retreat to a situstion in which the moderates will
unite with the counter-revolution,

If activists do not #ee easily the need for theory, what they do see is need
for organization, It 'is true they narrow this te “chayas is strength in ineny” rvother
than orgenization as the place where intellectuals and vorkers are a single unit,
or organization where theory is not separsted from prsctice. Nevertheless, need
for organization 1s more than just a bare, quentitative type of many vs. one, ‘It 1s
&lso, at least, the recognition that policy; wisdom, results from the counsel of
many, - :

In a word, therc i3 a combination of many and the policy resulting from
these many practicing e incipie, say that of integration, which is, moreover, not
limited to a single trade, es ig a unlon. And since there are other organizations
doing the same, one must, of necessity face the question of how to effect policy o=
militantly or legally, in the strects or in the gourts, etc. ete, - At this very
moment, the Communistw and socialists, though very different from and opposed to. each
other, do pose the game question of "multipler vB. "single® issues, .

) _except
philesophy the socialist alternative to
capitalism -- destiny in one’ of masses who want to do
their own thinking, to & new concept of organiza-
: al that signifies News & Letw
ters Committees, and ig wanlf
In sny case, ve must begin to pose that question in pur w
in the work in the mines, in the work fmong campus youth,

There is no substitue, it ia true, for the self-sctivity of the magses and
the Negro masses have no intention whatever tgp continue the horrible co-existence with
the Wallaces and Barnetts - or Goldwaters. It is equally-true that unless there is a
unity of the movement to freedom with the philosophy of freedom, the forces for
world war will swaliow up everything. A Goldwater hand on the atomic trigger, even
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{f it is only a wish thus fer, is too close for comfort. The copitalists have always
been militently class conscious, have always known how to divide and rule, and are
now growing so impatient for world dominstion thst they are ready to do business with
the new Hitlers, Zppesrsnces change. Quiet Goldwater~-types replace the ranting
maniacs, But quict or otherwise, new appearance changes nothing in the content, We
must remember that automsted prosperity will siways heve unemployment 88 8 concomis
tant and war as the only alternative, The one thing that ig new ig that state-

capitalism has become so degenerate that it turns to "extremes" even though there is

no economic depression for IF.

Ever since De3sulle came to power in 1958 in prosperous France, we have sgen
this new face of fascism which settles for nothing short of the aim of world power,
but speeks, oh, so eloquently. /lgerian wars are “settled" mu that one can challenge
United States atomic power for “co-leadership,” Yesterday's "yellow peril"” becomes
today's plessant partner so that one has seme protection against the nearer enemy,
“Europe of the Urals", i.e. Russia. . i

/nd in the United States, a Texes conservative "wars on poverty"” and appcars
as 8 veritsble fighter for "the great society when placed alongside a Birchized
Goldwatey, . . : ‘ )

) As for the civil rights bill,. by the time Attorney General Robert Kennedy
has’ gotten through ‘compromising with Senator Dirksen, none of those who are fighting
for eivil rights in the streets will be able to recognize that as thelr aim, .

The time to échieve-unity of theory and_préctice is now.

== RaYes
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May 5, 1966
Marx's Birthday

PO MAO'S and DE GAULLEYS PRETENSIONS TO NEW WORLD
ROLES CHANGE THE INTERNATIONAL BALANCE OF PCWER? @
The State of the World Ecrncmy and the Theory nf
Retrogressien

Dear Friends:

At first glance it would appear that the third world of newly indepen-
dent states of Africa, Asia, Latin America that signified the opening of a new
era in 1960 has, by 1966, “perished®. TIn place of either a new force from below,
or 3 new ideology, we are confronted with a whole series of military take-~overs

“and, from above, an opmortunistic choosing of sides between the two nuelear titans
who are heading for z new war for domination of the world. The ones who seem

to be making the real challenges to U.S5. and Russia are not new emergent forces
but old, other rulers .- De Gaulle in Europe and Mao in the Orient.

It goes without saying that any seri~us analysis of events cannot ignore |
these world develooments, In turning, however, to the economic foundation for
these political developments, we must alsc bear in mind the following facts: (1)
The resistance within the U.S. and within Ssuth Vietnam has, for the momant,
‘halted the rush of the war hawks toward a war with China, the new eontestant for
world power. In the process, the U.S. has gotten so bogged down in Vietnam
that it has very nearly forgotten Europe. (2) We now hear Gromyko adding his
voice to that of De Gaulle for U.5.A. to get out of Europe. But it isn't only
_anti-Americanism which is the.cement between these two strange *allies". That
always is central, and no .soonsr had De Gaulle got power in 1958 than Khrushchev
rushed to take advantage of the General's opposition to NATO. Where Khrushchev
failed, Gromyko scems to be succeeding because, among other things, to anti-
Americanism is added anti-lUest Germany. (3) Lei's not forget, either, that this
means De Daulle's attempt to forge a new world axis via a Franco-German alliance
has likewise "perished" cnce again - tn use that significant Hegelian phrase,
which means both dead and yet preserved. (It would be good tc reread not only
the statement in News & letters, October 1964, on the fall of Khrushchev -- and
we were the only ones whe related the fall to Germany which remains the key to
EBurope -- but also cu¥ snalysis of the Franco-Gérmz:: axis in News & Lettiers,
Harch 1963.) (&) Finally, Mao's China is a bit overconfident about *Mao's
Thought”, i.e. the predominance of politics over economics and too undisturbed
about what the proletariat will do to his "philosonphy™ that it is their sweat
that will build up a "new civilization" (sic!) on the ruins of what is left
after a nuclear war "even if" it takes “one generation or two or three.”

"TOC LIMITED CAPITAL", AND TOOQ MUCH RETROGRESSION

The one sentence in China's accusation that U.S. was planning an Asian
war that no one paid any attention to is, in fact, the most significant one. It
relates to the state of the U.S. economy. The Jenmin Jih Pao Editorial (printed
in the New York Times, April 7, 1966) buttressed its position that the U.S.
might 1s “not 21l that much" and that it was "ready for a baating® if "simul-
taneously several anti.U.5. storms rise in the world" by this amazing statement:
"U.S. imperialism has too limited capital....”
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It would he all too easy to laungh at so poor and technologically
ungierdevelooed a ecwlry as China ssying to the riclhiest aud most tezshnologi-
caily advanced land that the lztisr has 'too limited caoital’. Tnstead of
giving in to that temotation, let's disregard China‘s ulterior motives -for-
playing down the nuclesr titan as & “paper tiger' in order to induce all ex-
cent the Chinese to fight U.S5. imperizliem -- to the last Vietnamese, Korean
or Russian (if only irey conld get them to fightt). Let's get dovn to the . .
root of ihe malter -~ tie U.S. docs have ™ioo little canite!™ -~ too little
capital to wndertake seriocus industrialization of the techaclogicelly undera
develoved countries, :

The objective world reality, capitalist world reality, is that the ..
U.5. olutocracy, oven with the “"whole West" (including Russia in thatWest"),
-camnot indusirizlize Lhe technologically backward lands ‘on vhose super-profits
_ it has lived m long, and which it is new drawing into the vortext of the world
market only tc imooverish them further. This is nreciseljr what Marx was pre-
dicting in the twenty years he'was studying the canitalist eccnomy and showing
- that if it will continue on this crazy basis of building ever more machines '
and using ever fewar worker$ the only source of surplus value, its law of

motion iz its law of collamse. Only an entirely different mode of produc-

tion of value and surplus value eould pessibly change the directien of crises

and g¢ollapsa.

As matters stand now, the capitalist state cannot control its own
capitalist corporations to invest, oven with a guaranteed profit -~ the peolia
tical situation is too "unstabla® and they get quicker and better prnfits in
the mire developed countries -- their own and those in \estern Eurcpe, This
is precisely what De Gaulle has against American corporations. Wwhich pcor
country could compete with GM? See "American Business Gees Glokal® in The
New Republie, April 30, 1966. Or, better yet, look at any U.N, report on
Africa, Asia (uith the sole exceptinn of Japan) or the Middle East or Latin
Ameriea, and you will see that every one~crop economy is subjected to such
strong winds frem the world market that it not only is not better off since
pnlitical independence; it is poorer. Hence, the military takeovers in Africa,*
What they seem not to know is that it will not help them a single bit economi-
oally, though politically, i.e. militariiy, these regimes may b2 prehped up --
till the next world crisis, or next war. That's all,

: But, if it is trus, as it is, that the rich countries are getting
richer, .and the poor pocrer, vhat does Mao nropose to do? The world already
knows the disastrous consequences of Mao's "Great Leap Forward®, its militar- .
ized labor, the slogan of "l day = 20 years" . which ended in near-famine
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conditions fer 650 million human beings. The point is that what sounded so
revoluticnary and wag so retrogresslonist was not seen aven by us as the new
theoretic foundation for his global aims until 1963, whan we wrote: " By the
Time Chinese Communism reaches the fifth and final theme of its international
menifesto of *never, mo, never sgain Russia' -- this time directed against
Russia being ' a state of the whole people bullding communism’ -- we are sud-
denly confronted with the mest sinister of all theories of retrogression.”
(Marxism and Freedom, ©. 320-1) Don't forget, however, that "theory” could
appear revolutionary to others because it countervosed, to "peaceful co-ex-
istence”, Africa, Asia, Latin werica es the “"storm centers of revolution”,
which Russia was bent on ‘subordinating because of its ‘cowardice” when faced
with U.S. atomiec blackmail. ’ ‘ o

It is altogether different in 1966.

First of all, it should be made clear beyond the peradventure of a

single doubt, that Hao's China knovs it is absolutely impossible fTor China -+ .
- 4o achieve full indsutrialization in China, much leas any part of the global

power he aims for, without having the aid of at least some industrialized
countries. This is so, despite all Mac'xz theories of villages “outflanking®
cities fand thus avoiding prolstarian revolution); and despite the latest
theoretical statement by Marshall Lin Piac (September 3, 1965), extending
Mao's theory to the world as a whole., That is to say, the "new universal"
held that the underdeveloped countries, as"the world village®, would "encircle”
the technologically advanced countries, as the “yorld city®. Furthermore,
if the "Fast" is to orevail over the Mlest", it is Japan, as the only tech-
nologleally advanced coufjtry in the Orient, and not China, that is crucial..
Bence, although Mao "allowsu” North Vietnam to'be present at the 23rd RCP
Congress, he would not allow the JCP to do so. This, although the world knows
that the JCP had in fact fought for "united action" between Russia and China
on the question of Vietnam. Indeed, all Mao's cards have been placed on Japan-
ever since, in October 1964, he exploded the A-bOmb and moved the next August
to have the JCP break up the Jorld Council Against Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs
. at Hiroshimi. But " the East wind will prevail over the ‘lest" sounded a lot

more convincing before the disastrous admixture of opportunism and adventur-
ism led to the collavse of the Djakarta-Peking Axis.

(Footnote to . 2) Anyone acquainted with our writings on Ghana will know
that we have not only been most eritical of Nkrumah, but that eriticlsm came
directly from African workers spesking for thamselves. But it is utterly
 fantastic to make 1t now appear that it is the corruption alone, or even his
superego that led to Nkrumah's downfall. Compared to Nigeria, for example,
thers has been a real revolution in Ghana and it was felt as such by the masses,
There has also been more industrialization -- from the Volta project to some
diversification away from total dependence on cocoa prices. But it could not
go on within the context of the imperialist world market, especially when
Nkrumsh had gotten so isolated from the masses. It was than that he used that
. most nrecious scurce of human energy and "mirscle weapon® only as “matter™
and not as thought. Tt was then that he forgot the power of ideas on & world
scale. In their place Osagyefo put his playing high polities with but one
pole of world capital, and Mao's “theories”. He fel', but the ones who re-
placed him will even lass ba tble either to keep Ghana truly independent or
industrialized.
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This being a nuclear age, Mao's China has had to b& more crude and
brutal and reveal his inhumanity to man, to mankind. Thus, as Defense Minister
Chen Yi put it, ™ With the help of the atom bomb one' may destroy one or two
generations of people, But the third generation will rise to offer resistance...”
In other words, because Mao'g China seems to have mede up its mipd that ‘lest.
ern Civilization ig finished -~ and the faster he can induce a war between
the U.5, and Rusmaia the guicker thal will be aye sareg nothing. g

d == ha

Finally, there is the constant reiteration of tha class struggle con-
tinuing for generations on end without, howsver, being psrmitted to fight a-
EZalnst __t_m_sﬂoﬁgna_umw. which very obviously means that the
workers are "to 1d up® = capital! As Marx sxpressed it, when he discerned,
undsr classical political sconomy’s concern with accumulation of capital,
their underlying philosophy that history had stopped with the bourgesois revoe-:
lution: "Accumulate, accumulate! 7hat is Moses and the prophets! ... Accumu-
lation for accumilation®s sake, production for production’s 'seke; by this for-
mula ‘classical political economy exvressed the historicsl mission of the bour-
geoisis and did not for a single instant deceive itself over the birth-ihroes
of wealth.” (Capital, Vol, I, p. 652} .

_ , Obviously, although Mao too doss not deceive himself as to the birth-
throesohe is still deceiving a good part of tho left, sines it is very easy
to be for proletarian revolutions in sountries other than the one you rule over.
¥here, during World War IX, when retrogressionism made its first appearancoe,
the German section then sxpounding it claimed that the proletariat had so "re-
trogressad” bacause of' Nazism, that the workers had first to lsarn ‘eapitalist
democracy™ all over again, Mae's claim now is "revisionism" had "softensd"
Communi.sm, which mist continue to labor aad labor harder, snd the workers the
hardest. The ttuth is this: Yhat led to the moving backwards, not of the
proletariat, tut of Map snd Khrushchev, is the sight of the proletarian revo-
lution demanding freedem {rom Communiem and, by raising the bamner of Marx's
I'umanism, spalling that out as Workers' Councils, or workers' control of pro-
duction away from the centralized state. ’

Ina wo"rd. the Hungarian Rewvolution showed so new , ‘80 high a stage

of workera® conscionsness, so free from any brainwashing by totalitarianiem,
Bo cmn'a.gewu in faces of gupari.or military might, and so cc;nrident that they
knew how to do it better, in production, and in scciety, that both Khrushchev
and lao pianned, first,a "retreat®™ .. one to deStalinization, the other to the
"100 ﬂouer:" campaign.” Tt was .only .when both methods failed that they
aplit avart, each devising their global aims, sans consideration of the pro-

leatriat or the peasantry, or the revolution.
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THE POLITICS OF THE SINO-SOVIET CONFLICT

Each day's news brings new accusations against Russia by China,
the latest being its designation of Defense Minister Malinovsky as a *liar”
for having stated that China had sabotaged the sending of Russian war ma-
terials to North Vietnam. The virulence of these statements have been
nlayed up in the daily press sinee the 23rd of llarch when China refused
to attend the 23rd Congress of the RCP. The impression given is that the
Congress marks the new stage of conflict. (See The New Yerk Times, March
24, 1966, for the official text of the CCP statement as well as the "secret
lettgr" of the RCP published in Die Welt in Hamburgf)

Aetually ( as T have shown in the article, "Are the United States
and China Heading for Wapri" May 1966, News & Letters) the new stage of the
Sino-Sovist Conflict is very nearly a year cld, having begun on September
29, 1965, the eve of the September 30 coup in Indenesia. What is a great
deal more important than ary date is the new quality characterizing the
conflict. . . . .

_ It is not a new stage withir a certain orbit that may yet see
a drawing together in face of any attack by “the main world enemy, U.S5.
imperialism", as they did in 1960 when 81 CP's, including the CCP, could
still issue a "unanimous” statement. It was not only a question then of =
the fact that the U.2 spy plane over Russia -urited the two combatants as
the missile crisis over Cuba in 1962 did not. ' On the contrary, the latter
case only hastened to bring the “ideoclogical® struggle to a climax the
following year by the chalienge the 6CP issued to the RCP on June 14, 1963,
for the leadership of the Communist werld. Nevertheless, the height of
the ideclogical struggle stopped short of .any accusation of actual be-
trayal; possible betraysl was immlicit, of course, but it was 'all "theore-
tical". ' ’

: Above all, the fall of Khrushchev and the explosion of an atomic
deviCe in China, on the one hand, and the actual, outright bombing of North
Vietnam by the U.5., gave rise. to the illusinn that there would be a s~ften-
ing of the conflict —- at least to the ooint of joint actioen in defense of
their joint "socialist ally™, North Vietnam. Instead, there was not only
a hardening, but the conflict moved both from an ideological plane and
that of different national power politics, to'one of differsnt glebal aims,
those pglobal aims not being restricted to the Communist worid.

) When the counter-coun in Indonesia succeeded and the massacre of
the Communists began, Mao's China did not at once give un all hope of a2
Djakarta-Peking axis to challenge both the Vest and Ruasia, as witness its
attendance of the “lorld Conference Against Foreign Bases that was held in
Djakarta. They even stood still as_the police marched in and arrested
the "native® Communists in altendance! And when in the following weeks
there was no longer any doubt whatever that Indonesia, as Ben Bella's
Algeria, were now lost to any realignment of ‘new Emerging Forces" in the
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world, the line against Russia hardened to the point of accusation of actual
betrayals.

Thus, the Seotember 29th statement of "possible coordination of So-
viet actions in the North of China with aggressive war of the U.5. against the
CHinese People's Republic® was followed, on November 1lth, by a staiement of
Kao Kolin in Lanchose: "We must be prepared at any time to werd off a combined
attack from U.S. imperialism, modern revisionism and the reactionaries of vari-
ous countries.”

Thus, in the manner of the General Statement on June &, 1963, the
Peking Review on Nov. 12, 1965, devoted no less than 12 pages to this accusa-
tion: " They serve as 8 fire-brigede for U.S. imperialism, trying to stamp out
the flames of revolution.” It was entitled:"Refutation of the New Leaders of
tha Communist Party of the Soviet Unicn en tUnited Actien'™. (I was in Hong
Kong then and heard that this was issued as a separate pamphlet as well.)

. . Thus ended the attempts of "the new leaders", i.e., Brezhnev and Ko-
sygin and the Central Committee of the RCP,which had begun with the fall of
Khrushehev in October 1964, 'On February 1965, when Kosygin headed the delega-
tion to North Vietnam that stopoed off at Peking, it did apwear that there would
be a change of line.” But inatead this was followed the very sanse week with such
incidents as Chinese demcnstrators acting “on their own" in the various demon-
strations ostensibly sgainst the U.S. involvement, but actually against Russia,
as witness the demonstration at the Russian Embassy in China.

L During the whole month of June, the Chinese press devoted itself to

playing up "Great Vigtorles of Indonesian CP's Narxist-leninist line™, repro-
ducing not only Communist Aidit's speech, but President Sukarno's which had
advised them to be "genuine Communiks &nd not false Communists,” i.e. Macists
and not “‘revisionists®, Delegations from China went to Indoncsia and from
}Endoneaia 4o China to celebrate the Lsth anniversary ‘of the Indonesian Communist
arty. ' : .

The following month Mao's China left the Joint (with Russia) Insti-
tute for Nuclear Research. We have seen the crescendo that the attacks had
reached by fall when the acensations changed from mere attacks on "revision-
iem® to refusal for joint action on North Vietnam, and finzlly the accusation
of "enllusion” with U.S. imperialism against China itself. '

This new quality the “secrst” letter of the RCP correctly summarized:

wThe subdivision of the world into two contrasting systems, the socialist and
- the capitalist, has disappeared from the materials of the Chinese pressS...

"The facts show that the CCP leaders today are directing thelr
foreign policy activity not so much against the imperialists as against the
Soviet Union ... ’ .

"From all this it becomes clear that the Chinese leaders need a
lengthy Vietnam war to maintain international tensions, to represent China as
atbegeiged fortress'. There is every reason to assert that it is one of the
goals of the policy of the Uhiuese leadership in the Vietnam question to-ori-
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ginate a military conflict between the USSR and the U.S. so that they may,
:: they say themselves, *sit on the mountain and watch the fight of the
gerst™

NTHE BALANCE OF POWER®

' Naturally, Russia has no intention of obliging China. And it hopes
that the U,5. is not so tctally lacking in common sense as to interpret the
Sino Soviet conflict as giving it a free hand in Vietnam and thus "aceident-
aily" trigzering World War III. At the moment, it is readying itself to re-
coive Genera) de Gaulle, and, in the nrocess, teach the U.5. a lesson on
where "the key to the international situation" lies: at the center of Europe.

. -Russia didn't sucesed in ifs attempt to upset the balance of power,
ory as it was more correctly called, balance of terror, by placing missiles
in Cuba, But it certainly could by forging an alliance with France.

) I do not believe France is prepared for any such deal. But if it
isn't, it too ecan'v uvset the balance of poser such as it issued freoa World
* War II,  Thongh,with its Vichy collaboraticaists and its economic desirue-

tion, France had then lacked all power, not to mention "grandeur", whereas
now it is the "new Furope® tha' was revived by the Marshall Plan, gained
"grandeur” with De Gaulle, and has. since so automaied itzelf as to want to
shake off U.S. domination -= it still is no new world power. Its nuclear
capacity may be less laughable than Mac's, but it has still a long way to '
go to challenge either Russiaz or U.S. De Gaulle's dilemma is that only with
Rugsia's nuclear might -can he challenge the U.S5., and only with the U.S,
-"nuclear urbrells” can he withstand, if anyone can withstand, Rusgian mis-
siles. A1l he hopes really to achieve is "“to shake up" U.S, comrlacency
and arrogance. Only Mao, who has Just enough of aopreciation of the power
of ldeas to delude himself that his threadbare philosophy is that "miraculous"
force, can think of wanting to take on both the U.5. and Russia.

Tt is too late in the life of fat, affluent, corruot, senile capi.
talism for a third orbit of casitalist vowers to rise to challenge the powers
that be. And it is too iate for the richest and/or the most nuclearly -
armed to aim at gingle rule ever the entire world without blowing it up.

The only way out, and the only third world is the one that came
onto the historic stage in 1960 -- not only, however, the world of Africa,
Asia, Latin-Amerioa, but also the world of youth, Negro, labor within the
advanced countries -- East and West, The fatal illusion of world capital-
ism would be to think that Africa's or Latin America's or the Middle East's
restlessness and dissatisfaction ended with the military takeovers and the
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"recognition of the fact" that the pcor are getting woorer and the rich
richer.

On the other hand, though a new wave of revclutions -- sogial and
not only rolitieal revolutions -- is sure to rise up, it would be total
blindness for any New Left to think these would meet with success " if only
they avpreciate the value of organization."™ The African revolutions were
organized, organized to death, with the single party, the vanguard party,
the organization of their whole lives, ‘/hat the new epoch should have taught

us is that no revoluiion ean suceeed whed philesoohy does not ¥join" revo-
lution not merely as its underlying® theory, but as an overriding fact.

~- RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA

POSTSCRIPT:  In the two weeks between the %ime this letter was written ( as a
follow ~uv to the lead article in the May issue of News & Leiters) and today.
llay 20, 1966, the civil war in South Vietnam has finally erupted info the

open. Tt goes without saying that it is impossible to compress, into a post.
seript, an analysis of so momentous an event. And yet it is impossible to
delay commenting, no matter hew. briefly, on the totally né&7 Eifhation. It is
guite clear that nothing, no matter how base, including genocide, is beneath
U.S. imperialism's puppet, General Ky. The already naked neccolenialist nature
of Johnson's war has by now a clearly fascistic character, that, is to say,
total disregard for -humanity; wurld domination is its only preoccupation,

. There is only one way to compal the U.3. military to leave South

Vietnam. It is the way of self-development of the revolution. This is what
the Buddhists know .and fear.. The key question, therefore, is: will the fear )
of a self-developing mass revelt, with its own dialectic, so inhibit the
Buddhist -leaders that they will once again channelize the civil war into support
of yet another military junta? . - . . :

: The NLF too must enter the situatinn in a new way.,” The question is
will the NLF continue on a divisive path which gives the impression of%ohoos-
ing sides™ between China, Russia and the U.5. instead of fighting fir true in-
dependence from all? Will it now unfurl a bamner which espouses a rhilosophy
and a practice of freedom, thus uniting the nation at last? ‘

Only under such cenditions can an appeal also be made to the American

GI's. Let's not forget that American troops were brought to Russia during their
Revolution, but refused to fire on the indigensus revolutionaries. The American
GI's showed the same attitude at the end of ‘forld War II when they depanded im-
mediate return to the U.S, The Administration was compelled to carry out the
fastest demobilization in history. It can also be compelled to withdraw from
Vietnam now.

The essence of Marx's Humanism is, precisely, this vision of self-
acting man as the axis for all else, including the military...Not. only can such
asplrants for world power as De Gaulle and Hao be unddrmined, but the nuclear
titans can also be stopped in their tracks. But to schieve this, a revolu-
tionary force must know how not to separate its mass might frem its struggle
for the minds of men -- all men who want freedom, total freedom.

RID.
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