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DIALECTIGSofREVOLUITION;_""""

The BLACK Dimension, gt L
WL & YOUTH, US & int'lly, A L,
+ View of FUTURE (
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I. WORDS, As Ideology, i.g_.,ELL&E_QQHSCIOUSNEssZ
~VEL

_WORDS'Ag Phil. of Liberation

Let's go adventuring into what may sound like a
talk on linguistics --\Wﬁrds -~ but, in fact, words JAe

will reveal the /gr 8t contradic%io between false consclousness

-- Marx called it ideology -- and the practicality of the
philosophy of 1iberation, which discloses the Future

ipherent in the Present, In one case(;fﬁ/ 1deology.— =
' ;ﬁriting of historys in the other case, i& will

;ﬁﬁfééiLﬁhqm;ibéfgtipg effect of philosophy.

P _ to_discuss
. /This 'is an especially appropriate time °

" concepts, because I can be concrete on' gingle
'ggg !!-!!Ithe force ¢ .n,dﬁ tin referring to the latest - . -

&t

'léventfin‘New York®'s{Columbia Ut y == the sit-in,

Tﬁf£§3¢h-in and &eupation of a bullding] to protest U.S.

‘poi-i.cy in South Africa, and to the liemonstratioh this pas‘t e
yeek-hére, gt Northwestern Unlversity, to protest the

appearance of a leader of the gounter-revolutionary

~ Contras.




/W’l a period when, instead of seeing those
eveal the existence of aSecqnd America,
movements from below,

erupting everywhere

{Rﬁ?ﬂm%smnismﬂ - tries to foist

ﬁ/ \ 80168} erican people by callmg the
na. m(’ﬁf/s 3 "likenin ;zg
S *freedom fighters” an ose-

1 L/ | the Founding Fathers

o T T

)Reagan has dubbed the most destructive
weapon on earth -- the MX migsile -- the "Peacekeeper”.

@So false is that word-designation that iﬂay){sound like
6.

the Mad Hatter in Alice in Wonderland, who u# 4l woras
mean what I say they mean“'z: E%i; he's not a Mad Hatter,
. N ome [/ _

!

He is President of the most nuclear power on

-
Uppor
earth. What he's asking Corj'fgre g te *T'P‘__ and all of

us to th nk - ; attempt to overthrow a
legitimate foreign government, and to consider that the

e ﬁal of what the Amerigcan colonists dig when they Wl

1 o xS when ey 7
fought for freedom frgl Bri Nothi ould be furthe

_ é gur
Eom _f_Ee fruths , What history shows Wil
M is something

very different about words of freedom. Wi

el
o — P [ o
p—

It 1a true that our

CQ fight for freedom/was #3®0 the first tomg ational
YL
revolution in the world -- T not a <usdy| total|social




social revolution. The

two revolutionary forces -- Black and women -=- were

exci@eﬁ, But, as the slave revolts showed, they were

,

founded The Liberator (1831)

Rl et

Nhe world is mx,cquntry_ ' mf_ _'M___-_,__-.\

MW\Fag-picker from Boston,"baa Walkey, in 1829 issued
this challenge to no one less important izan President
Thomas Jefferson, who had bemoaned thﬁ’ unfortunate color”

oTpage®. David Walker gﬁpealeds

t Shows an affinity onbetween Abolitionism

and Karl Marx 8 first essay as he broke from capitalist
society. It's to this we now turn’gw

+ / ol
by M
. o
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II, TRUE U.S. HISTORYHAFFINITY T0 MARK'S

<g5$- HUMANIST ESSAYS
/‘—"-—-—_-—-.~_

o SRR

//J The rise of Abolitionism, Black and white, created
" not only a new dimension to theAMerican character, but showed
the ai‘finity between American freedom fighters and that

‘ LeMnt of Thou\ght_ i E‘i‘f?_‘},‘{ti‘m & Karl Mar
‘l lgt/ expression as new human relations in Marx's Humanist
Essays:  There he SWGWNN articulated what he WSENR meant
bj‘ra "new Humanism", It was agains'!: bgoth capitalism.and

i b 4

v i;ieology of Hegelian ldealism; o e was also opposed

to Feuerbachian materialism as if it were only a matter of

opposing materialism Eo ideal;?m. Inste m

‘J

sa Marx n from mere re-

volution in philosophy to philosophy of revolution, which

S :zlone could createela’tions.

/ﬁ Mé.rx PN developed MK this affinity
between freedom thought in Europe and in the U,S, when

X% Abolitionism finally led to Civil War and he, at that
time, headed the First International, which came to the

defense of the North against the South ‘E‘_IT__RM y the -
abo
trade union movement. i,e. the v ﬁahﬁﬁ%

orgmization.wwhich at one and the -

sane time, affiliated with the First tional and

disregarded capitalist laws inggfar as[Yomen|were con-
cerned, welcoming them as
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\%/The pathe @@ Marx crossed both to the Abolitionists
and the American labor movement, as well as the struggle
not limited
for Women's Liberation, was/even with that range
to those hiatoric perlods.$f It extended also, in the
very last decade of hls life to the sudden appearance

of what was consldered a new science, -- anthropology.

That is to say, the publication of Morgan's Ancient Society,
reveal | a new concept of primitive
communism as seen in the role of the Iroquois women

who had a graat deal more freedom in some respects than

modern women but in general to the communal form, MK

— T e 2L

e ——

;/L;?Phis doasn't maan that Marx's multilinear view

of the development of human life wmeant accepting
im accept iL)

Lunilinearism h:
primitive communism as Frederick Engels'ﬂyﬁ

as If this meant a'modern classkss society. It did

mean that Marx was expanding his view of new human re-

lationa, and uniting NSEENFERNIERGRIMAGEEANMIEINNINN : : ; '
‘ as created by J . .
what he saw in pr_imitive communism with what/re¥ - BN

in his time, ‘the Parix Commune, He had

singled out as the greatest achievement of the P.C. "its
own working existence." That is to say, that the masses

themselves made all decisions -- economic, political, social, .

revolutionary. o
—

AXFurthermore. he related this new view of primitive

communism to what was preoccupying him in cap’italist‘
soclety -- the relationship between advanced and backward
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countries. As against his previous view that revolution

would come first in the advanced countries, he now stated

(in his letter to Zasulitch and nhis letter to Mikhailovsky)
ag well as the 1882 Preface to the Russian edition of the.
CM) that revolution could come first in a backward land,
The backward country hé referred to was Russia. That was
in the 1880s, and that's why we congider his new momenté

in the 1880s to have pointed a trail to the 1980s.

ﬂlﬁy point here @R is that it was #% a non-Marxist
great anthropologist, Sir Raymond Firth, who saw that
Capital was not a mere economic work. Rather, he said

it was a dramatic history designed to involve its readers

in thegyents descrlbed.'\
® R , P

S ——

n going through these historic points.of affinity,

 1%ﬁ;"point‘is to show: 1) +that while Marx opposed Hegelian e
' 1dealism as dealing only with words, he nevertheless recog-
:nized that in "negation of the negation" there was in fact |
a general revolutionary principle which is related to
the dual rhythmlof revolution -- overthrow of the old and

creation of the new. —
L

- ///iinnd 2) in every historic period, Marx = f_j
_1ooked for a new coneretization of the force and Reason. ,g_; :

of revoluti%ﬂ And, fhat wagnever doited to any one
counxry. be it Russka or France,/as he singled out that‘n,

A'concept of how advanced a backward socliety is when it comes

o -4&,«7,4
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dl"[n commenting on Lubbock's analysis of the backwardness -
of the Ausiralian aborigines, Marx called the British anthro- |
pologist.s "Hockheads" and called the Augralian aborigine

(who argued with the British trying to teach them *eivilization")

Lo NSRENEREN  the intelligent black."

wi

. y
%Vtake another AEEEEM instanc en the North

seemed to be losing the Civil War and Marx declared that G/ne

Black regiment would do wonders against Southern nerves “--

that is, the war could not be fought as one for union between

e

—
the states. bu_‘E__lM be fought as a J:E}_r_g;gﬁ_,m}

Sm—— —-..._....._....—._---.-.——

et e e et £

. a'b "!-‘larx was comnenting on in hisg EN-- both on
!-'Iorgan s Ancient S ciety and 'I:he British anthropoligical
studies -- wa t we would consider the study of the

- Third Wor ere is how Lafargae described Marx when

' Marx returned from Algiers: "Marx came back with his heed

S full of Africans and Arabs,”

It is time »gp to turn to the 20th century, i‘ocusing on .5:

what Marxist-Humanism in the U.S, did for our ppoch, be-

~ ginning in the 1950s.




A ne /"THE MOVEMENT FROM PRACTICE THAT 1S
! %;ITSELF A FORM OF THEORY"
L

oy A IS AT

e Lot e A ]

/"(Ii\:' .
i
j;.Let's begin the look at 1950 with eyes of 1985,

There (S HOW PAMPHLET ) we see the simultaneity
of the actual 1950 Miners' General Strikg and the Hegelian
oncretize
dialectic both as Lenin # it for his age in
d as 1
the Philosophic Notebooks M wa en translating them at
the same time that I was active in that strike.

///ﬂ /; 1) It was the 1st Dattle of lahor against Automation
‘ . that
before the word was invented, e new stage of pro-

duction signified by the continuous miner,

_2) The force of labor in battling Automation showed
. itself to be Reason, that is to say, it raised altogether
. new guestion when it demanded "Whet kind of labor should

1man do?" And "Why should there be such a gulf between

tﬂinking and doing?"

| fff_jZ? jj.Both the Black dimension that has been a vanguard
forc\_ $hroyghout freedom struggles in the U,S, WSS

2 new aspect of the Black dimenSion that would echo ,fﬁ'

- throughout the land in the Black Revolution.

4) Though the women were not in the mines then.

_ f w the manner of their unique
. . participation on the picket lines m

ticipated
omething mltogether new about l.![ self—organi-

n and total apontanoity.

‘ug:finitoly when the minera asked 'What kind oémizggéfnm

i

'tht eparated 3 y
tha separated thinking from doing.

. shoulgﬂman do?"




. -m.

R

What became a reality after 1950 was what we started
to ¢all "the movement from pracficd.that is itself a form

of theory". Here is why: 4

/&What the great poet William Black called "mind-forged
manacles®™ is what they were breaking. They mada imperative
faoing the saecificity of the age, its maturity.

EVES SRRy N e
".'-"'t_‘-:"i ‘./\‘Mm pome Qe&W 178 Foes 4ocal /I/M;;’ mm—y{/w Wé«.

i No event of the 1950s was more exciting and profound
than the emergence of a Third World, first of all in Africa, )‘J{QL/S
et ua\'p/use @ the question posed by the youth
of the 19508, which involved the whole concept of the future
in the present. When the youth were called "the beat
.generation" just because they refused to accept the world
M of their parents, a world they did not make, the question
.- concerned a great deal more than any one single force of’ |

' .revolu'tion. —

o g e

Tqa_!_hen your school gives you a diplona;;

and lays the future belongs to you they mean no more than

| that you are young and will live beyond them. Take the

specific question of the FSM when it arose in 1964, Both =
in the 19503 when they were called the "beat generation®
becduse they didn't accept the world they did not make and

: the Free Speech Movement\that had been inspired by the |
‘rising Black Revolution of the 19608, and meant w

elicitin the volces of th ;
' Free Speech for oppoaing foreea.

' -zCnntrast this/to what HReagan is doing now in a foreign 1and_{“_}_"_"‘
where he tries to degrade it to coun'ber-revolution, but

%o m*ﬂu mdia.-vd“M thw




ff In the last week,
there was the appearance of the oEoppati of a building
at Columbia University to protest investment in South Africa
and to demand freedom for that Black ;]oritx/thei:r P own
land which has been occupied by the whites for the past 200
years, Here internationalism showed itself on a much higher
stége than when the lst FSM arose and they were just asking
for freedom for Blacls in South USA, Yet the write~up in
the NYT was 95 % devoted to how WiSENER unlike the

ocoupation of 1968 was this present occupation, And the

Chicago Triburme writing up the speech of the CONm leader
“_jheld in some little church, where he compared that meeting
“l.j':--_to the one at. NWU where "a bunch of Communists just like 'I:he

hSandinistas Jglly are fighting in N;caragua" prevented hi.n g -

from spe ing?..

) /E) One more word on Youth. not :]ust as age, but as an
integral part of the relationship of philosophy to revolution.”-‘:".

I wao. of course, younger in 1964 than now. But I was not
E exactly under 30. I was, however.m active in the FSM
and at midnight one night 100 of us went to the prison from
" which Mario Savio was to be released at 12:01. We then ro_gie- ~
‘.into the hills where I gave a presentati on “W '
to Hegel" Theory of Alienation,/#in a word, it wasn'"-‘f

only age, but a philosophy of new human relations.ﬁ?he rutur
‘Bc'.-




|
r‘

SR TN

~11-

P At-fhe-end of the final part, where he analyzes

"the law of motion of capitalism” he did, in general,
disclose not only capitalism's collapse but the creation
of.the new human relations, which he defindd as "Human power
is its own end," But it is only after Morgan's study of
Ancient.Sgcietx that he projected that revolution could
first erupt in "backward countries,"” It is this presence
of the future that we need to concretize for our age,
Marxigt-Humanism set about the task of tracing through

all 4 forces as Reason, which we designeted as Lahor,

Black, Women, Youth, It is this which accounts for the
‘Bifth of M-Hhmanism in the U.S, '

s, P M = R A oyt .




UNCHINING&THE DIALECTI THE DIALECTICS OF REVOLUTION

IN THE zo'cﬁ CENTURY

ang the 1917 Russian Revolution and its international

impact, as both it and the beheaded 1919 German Revolution

' touched Americe WNKECEMEBESDIPY were my. points of

departure for concentrating on our own era in all 3 of
my major theoretical works --}1&3 in 19573 P&R in 1973;
RIWLKM in 1982, Those zades became JR

pivotal, the point was to trace all the revolutions  ms =




S -1+~

' revolution
—— the industriaf; the political, like the American and

Frend& Revolutions; as well as the intellectual revolutions

signfied by the revolution in philosophy that Hegel had

1"‘ Chr: ) 1Reep 1 mael
created. héré wak one other SESERW new moment raflected

M&F -- from 1 6 Until Tod
in and that 1s that 1 YNNI did not accord
ORGANIZATION a separate part, but called the whole period
of 1889 to 1914 (the period of the Second International under

the domination of the German Social Democracy) YAn

Orgenizational Interlude”.

et e . T,

’/3E}gust as the Black revolution in the 19605 was our

impulse to write the full history of the U. S. in ACOT, \
_: 80 the failure of the 1960 revolts in 1968, was our
'”fimpulse for ‘completing the new study we called hiloseghz

ggdrRevolutipn.

et

ol he new in &R- from - Hegel to Sgrtre and from Harx to Mgo
was the return to mthe Hegelia.n dialectic, in a.nd

- for itself; that is to say, tracing the dialectie throggh

‘f_his major philosophic works where what beé@%s central toﬂouf

epoch is that the Absolute Idea as totality, as the uniflca

tion of theory and practice, is not the end but the beginnigg
a new beginning, that 1lst has to be worked out. by each 3

generation of Marxists.

t
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You'll note,if you read P&R, that FEERANINERNEMW
MRERNNEEEERY what follows from Chapter on "AI as New
- Begifining” is not the immediate analysis of the new passions

ard new forces in this era; this will 1lst be done in the

final chapter., Instead, I felt it necessary to go into the

world ramifications and thus the world Humanist concepts, -

Thus, I ?raced jt through what happened in the actual
revolutions in Eagt Europe and in Afriea. In . % these
far-removed placef, a mass movenent from below had actually
brought back onto the current historic stage Marx's Humanism,

In East Europe it was the Humanist Essays themselves. In

'Africa it was the great Frantz Fanon who identified his

.concatt as "a new Humanism,® (jqﬂ% a*+0V'4%%*4t'Z01f n}d”eufi 7.

Q Ksi@"*’*ﬁem@ﬁ”’ww | W’/ﬂ

- What was new in my 3rd work was both Rosa . S
'Luxemburg and her unknown feminist dimension as wall as the

'ftotality of her as a revolutionary; and the reconsideration

: f Mart's development from a critique of Hegel to the: theorist ‘
- .of "revolution in permanence”. It ig this which led to thei ‘
f  new category of "post-Marx Marxists,” beginning with En891=3;3

‘}gsummarize all ©
Labor Archives in Detroits

AR AT L W Y L
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’[All the aborted revolutions of our era are the oompulsivo

. cannot
force to make us realize that y"""'ou’ get there BMEE from
here if it is limited to mere activism and by activiasm

you mean only physical activity, instead of the hard labor

thinkin
or thinking. And ﬁard lgbor, which is why Hegel called

1% "the labor, the patience, the suffering, the aoriousness

e

of the negative."” :;’._4—'" ’g
/"
////’E%%hethéfCI$°%ake Cofumbia U, 1968 or Partle==—" Y,

May 1968 , it is clear that the rejection of a,nyo e er, 3

rhos,

did not bring either DoGaulle to his knees, the Days

A e ey ot e i = e e

of Rage didn't savejus from a Nixon. The missing element

| of philosophy g_haigg obsc\_u:-e what could have been learned

B from thosa defea‘bs. ‘as enin learned from the defeat of the ‘
Second I“tema’cional in WWI, What did transform the imparialist

m WW,in7to the Russian Revolution was that with Lenin'

ot that that, in turn,
could be transformed’ into its opposite by a Stalin was

_‘:'.tinuation or capitalism on a world scale as well as Lonin'

' own failure to work o6ut Marx's revolution in poruanenoe E

t
gk s /ﬁe zﬁmafa m/fﬁi

ﬁ"u&mq

Vengutlssn




have very little time left, I MAEDMREIN
wish at leaST to give you an indication of what is new
in my forthcoming book -- Women's Liberation and the

Diglectics of Revolutions Reaching for the Future.

The Introductlion to the work. which is also the Overview,
range
precisely because it hﬂll‘pl‘g over a{ 35/ year period,

reveals when an Idea is just in embryo and when the fight

for freedom becomes concrete both in actuality and in
philosophy. Thus, the central point of - the[::ﬂ book

is to show that even if you take onlyté;; of thg_&_;ngE? as
_Reason as well as force of revolution, the DIALECTICS OF REVO«

LUTION will emerge when you seriously consider it over a

010ar1y. it

compels no upitlh]‘}tion to
or t0 scientiam. ‘That becomas an

n for'our nuelear world Here is how I

#érv oW

wUA N




June 21, 1985

Dear Gery:

Ever aince we received the inquiry from Ohio from the
man who found your note in the library book there, I have been
thinking of your creativity and how it is needed at this specific
_period for the Plenum, especimlly the Youth and especially the
. region we call Appalachia. Long before you yourself were born,
Appalachia meant not only the deepest layers of the proletariet,
‘but the whole ooncept I had developed in 1950 about a revolutionsry
force being also Reason., At this moment, the question of both
that region and your Youth, who are at some stage of davelopment
moving on divestment in South Africa - I mean, the youth movement
of gourge, not you individually as a youth ~- have aroused all
gorts of brainstorms in me. I will not tell you all of them, but
I .40 want to urge you to develop a serious article, not at all
limited to your experiences, but rather, theoretical, _

o I'm sure you have recognized that ever since March 21 and .
‘%the last REB shows you that I have moved that back to Dec, 30, 1984, = .
I feel that Marxist-Humanism is something more than just any & =~
philosophy of liberation, something that everyone who is already :
_goaitted. 9 X ther in freedom struggles would really =
wish to. kmow. $aally;  Cotisiderins:how.you-ssem to taka s
80 oreatively to-dim potioa;,don}t.yoq;th;nkathaﬁ?’dahp}tgﬁgglg"j
_the pragmatism that is dyummed:into us-in-school,’ at buainess,
«-in.the media, indeed in all of Ameriocan history, in.a wo “th
“Youth: do not consider their own7 the Youth involved in ‘these-
© - struggles would want to know about whai we call "passion.for. -~ -
- philesophy of revolution?* 1 feel very stirongly that it takes - i'

'"3V:th§iwh9"§90¢ka?thﬂlr}Iahsuase-:ﬂh0210915.theif uncommunicated
“hunger for philosobhy, to reach those youth ~- and that you

oould. ‘do it.) That's what I feel, and that's why IFﬁEahkinggyOu;.' -

, ;"tq&ﬁii@ﬁd?dOVlepT;”dia¢ﬁaplonéabticle!thﬁt would take off from

!, .your owi:feelingas and expsrisnces in discovering us;.
. 'Lethesknow what you think and whether you would give

[

ourself 'a deadline no later than the end of July, and whether
u would wish the article in the Youth bulletin oriin the -
dﬁnenﬁlﬂdigpyﬂsiénhbulletin. You .will have noted from the REB

8. that préliminary reports by the Youth are schaduled for
<8nd.that the Youth in Chicago are being invited to ‘the
t0 hear Olga's organiszational’ report. . I intend to
1k %o each one-sepirately in Chicago, and I know
by then:dene:will be present on the 10th of July.and that .
+Rlcago youth will meet with him before they make their report.
-10::the. REB, and of course, meanwhile, he is invited teo the July 10 -
"_,;qhwhoré}i’pfaabnt my draft for the Perspeotives, T

'ﬁ”‘.‘fit.seeﬁsffb“ma,that elther age or sickness or pomothing.fj_f

.+ '/htis ‘been dogging me ever simce I first met you and couldn't

'R-?Cfiﬁtbd that you will be here for the August 30 pre-Plenum Youth

“ ‘are .here.

 fgb!ak;ibut I am’'looking forward to the Plenum and I'm tak ”ferff

o (.|.( B

.. Conference, and that I may have a chance to speak wécxgyou’!gpn
o Youra. ~ i itl"

“you




‘C/ -‘ |
July 29, 198%

Dear Gary (with copies to Felix iartin and Peter) --

gig Ve are hurrying this letter to you bscauss we have just heard
of your plmd trip to Kentucky lmmediately after the Flenum, and we
would 1ike to take adventage of that opportunity to lay sone ground for
i a vexy nev kind of trip, and a very nev contination of Harzist-Humenlste
a to make it, that we had in mind for naxt Spr!.ns. lHera is what we were
. thinking of thes minuts we got the review of the 1949-50 pamphlet in
_Appalschiag Hotes, which,short as it wan, paid special attention to the
uazxt gt-Husanistg Archives, and which was connected somehow to the Uniwrl:l.ty ‘
of Kentuckys first, our view of Appelzohia as directly in the aights of
M-Hisa expanded to nmot only llcst Virginia, where we have always considered
, wbldmta. huttokontuckynuﬂl; and ssoond, vhynotamntunum
cublntti.on to sev whai we could establish there, that could include Felix -
'S sq experienced labor dtnension with many contacts thexe, Cazry as creative.
nnth amm t.l.-o with many contacts there, and. 0lga &s eo-muoau
Oreas  yubstanttal work both in Vest Virginiz amd'in
| Eoua mm a wx. panp!ctlw and nponk auoouy

mhkindoftxlpnsmthinsnmthmmofforspﬂu*
,_.,;.hth bagauss. we would want to have the book well in hand and oumms
M| uﬁ. boum. to_take sdmuao of such & trip,: we would hlvc 40
ummggﬁd_mtonm. trying to get an sctusl mseting (u-_ |
mtun) here a1l three oould participate. A mestlug for Olga to. q’mk
dinot:l.r on tho new book (and the Archives) would ocertainly be an opnhc
’m- All gorts of a.nlopmta. 12 we could swing it Vhom ooa'l.d nmt
'd.th? I!ho oould holp us arresge sonething like ‘that? How my p).lon
mummaumchutnp? (ommtemumeuwotm_
Zales se socti 83 wo got the Teview, and zeceived @ -reply that he has furs
hi’mmu nm he Hefitat Archives over to the Libeery & st U of X

Mﬂ.MMlhwmlnuthilwqwmﬂuMwu, ,
;hthriduofulmtthuslthntﬂmud!thnn.tom

T gt thia tmawdiate t¥ip he haa oontng wp?  Tou should Raéw that m_nq.-




