1946 Parb, Ig, Frank, Billie Simon “colonize” after WP Convention
July 1947 JFT 1leaves WP (Andy meets Billie Simon in fauceip factory)

INTERIM PERIOD: RD to Paris for FI Conferencej Camerounian + dispute on Isreel
12 tulletins; Aug, 20 Balance Sheet; Sept. WRP & RQ

Sept. 1947 JFT enters SWP
1948  DIRJ's Notes on Dislectic

Spring 1948 Andy joins JFT/SWP and enters mines) so does Red Massey

Nov, 1948 ~-mine explision
Harch 1949 w= Andy out of hcspital and back to mines

eb, 18, 19!&9 RD sends tﬂnshtim of VIL Notes on Doetrino of Being to CILRJ

Feb. 25. 1949 mD " Essence
March 12, 1949 RD concludes Fhil, Notoboolcs translation and shocks CIRJ
; on VIL vs. CLRJ re Notion :
.. (Mey 14, 1949 = RD letter to Ruth on Woman and Socialism)
June 10. 19'&9 ‘CIRJ first responds but disagrees on "the" point

Miners® Strike begins '(cm_is ‘March, 1950)

- Meeting of three with J2
rﬂstqto Meeting ' (RD's minutes)

May. 'llv..': 19'&9 - s.pt. 4, 19159 = J-nay correspndence, these are not listod sop;utoly
. in new Guide, but wers so Hstod on_pp 18-20 :n
_ 1978 Gdide.) S
SGM (includes philosophy, 'l:mt ,rt e Ccntrli!iotim)

RD ¥ilitant article on Pittsturgh phone strike

publ.uhod :
“RD Letters on AT
Convention




A NEW STAGE FOR OUR ORGANIZATION e
' \ | [/

rmum; Revolution o eavor -- 6/30/61

e //I,f thero is anything I learned from Lenin it is ‘:ha.t yom o
& now otage unless you realize it oonsciously; above all, unless you consoiously
realize that 4t didn't ooma about as a gradual eve].ution of everything that led\
up to it. but as the lea.p from it,.
I-enin haa given us an emmple of i.t 1n hie pnalyaiu of Monopely.

For twenty five years everybody vma speaking about monopoly, concentration,
~ large-scale production, and nobody was getting anywhere because they had not
soen that they had reatdhed a new stage in reaching monopsly. °“Hot only was no
one getting anywhere, but everyone was going in entirely different directions,
. Vo had Luxemburg who said that it would all collapse after capitalism induse
trislized the agricultural countries. W¥e had Hilferding saying we would be
faced with a certain stability in sapitalist development, or at least & umi
of industrialization and finance capitalism, and all the workers would have
do would be "to take over". We had the Lenin of pre-1515 it was large-scale’
production, and it was something elew too. But nobody, nobody knew what it . . .
Vta.a. what new stage had been reached, That is why the colla.pga of the Secomd '

was 850 meu:pected. a0 eheoking. ' ' - Wil

. %o Lenin monopoly first hegen to mean smnething :l.n 1915-16, It uu-'
' then that-he began to-shout MONOPOLY,. MONCPOLY, MONQPOLY, everything flows ‘fro
that. . Unless we make that nev rela.'b:lre stage into an abeolute, and: epee.k: uo‘b
of the olasa struggle in general, but of this specific stage of the claas
‘gtruggle in this newatage of eapi.taliem, we will get nowhere. And indeed fron
the minute that he made monopoly intd a mew stage, ‘he had all the great deve-
‘lopments in his own thinking, from Self-Determination to "urn the Imperial!.st
'ﬂ‘a.r into a c!.v:ll War" to State and Revolut:lon. ' :
e S BT T ...I
. therefore"l say W “must Pirat of all reauze what ie the’ pa.rt:l:“ N
new ete.ge we' have :eaehed. The stage we are fecing now is not only new, but- -
- -tremendous lea e olde It is a tremendous leap only in"_;"gliti

40 our previous development, but & tremendous leep from one Kundred years of ...}
ﬁm%ﬁmuﬂm‘”fn one hundrad yea.ra of Harxim ﬂ_mt eomperee with

- o . o g T "-«-,..,,.......-.mrw-‘.

)eu have seen that before. d q 1 NE¥oTution as bedmga
dress rehearsal for 1917. @ubithat was after the event, . Abd when 1917 eame,
. Lendn Pirst had to threaten his own party that he would go to the sailors .
'beomee they didn't understand revolution was on the order of the. day. They .
" had to make the revolution. They had no ehance to preotiee. But we ure hn.v:h__:;
& ehanee 'be praetiee. , _ St

3 . New let me explpin this further. In a ocertain sense it eem tht
- 'Wo_are ;oing baockward to an internal life because in November we said e m:e
' ge!ng to heve 8 paper; e were going to have §$20,000, and we are go‘.lng te fao

U Py T WIS YOV L TR Y. W LT R P

’ 'ww pro.l..uu’mu uu'ﬂv‘;t -v “swumdsd. au-vauw.y VMM L & WA -
are going to carry on a correspondenceJsn't that fantastio? Baven't ws l.J.:I,
- eorresponded for about ten years already, and yet, it is higher than 'bhe ]

'wm -« pkper in wﬁieh everythins Tovolvad "o u-ound thr‘prui‘l‘hr
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everything is what we. with all that we knew about it, are writing about it .
and experiemcing with it and yot don't show it t0 the proletariat, we show it /!
to ouraelves. We are having a ohance to practlce, . w,’_, the practies Y
consists in the fact that we are getting a completely dotive lsadaersiip

and we are having a chanoe to practise at it. ind the completaly ccllective

leadership is achieved not anly organizationally, in the sens desentra=’

1isation, but that each lecality, 1n decedtralizing, have theoretic)zesporsiz
bility for one or ancther aspeot of it: ‘And finally we are going to do a

s h-Evans being absent, as far awmay as posuaible from us, end with every=-
body { hops mot even sorresponding with him. :

:“j,;if'."‘:!-".:".-.'f:-;" ' RS LY

Vi

P

(]

Now when you face this situation, you have to be both abstraot and
conorete. Now I know I'm mlvays being criticized for going back to 1848, but
aftar all that is the beginning of Selentific Communism, of Revolutionary = - .=
Yarxism and it would be wrong.only if we went back to it in order to show thet
we know history: In 1848, the Communist Manifestoy in 1871, the Paris Communes . '
in 1617, the Russian Revoluticn, &= a recitation of faots. But 1% 4am% hige: -
torical and m't aresitation of ‘festsl It'@ﬁ}ﬂ- in gedd, "reosll® ih 1873 i
?nﬁi;ﬁn_l ) In 1671 Marx wrote: "And it 18 wsll known that ool 7%

e 1iks inditiduals in matters of real business gemerally know how to put - 7
the right man at the right place, snd if they for onoce make a mistake, to-
redress it promptly. On the othsr hand nothing oould be more foreign to ths

i
g
ik AN

Il

& to-supercede-Usivarsal Suffrage, by hierachic in= - °
of hiererohig irgesturk mesns right not cnly to elect"
- $y—18 1017 it Htanseveryone "to s msn" must run production snd -
the state. How whxt does this-tremendous.lesp from 1871 to 1617 mean? - |

- ‘T4 means that he had said that we are never going to have parlisment,
we're going to have & working body, & working class governhont, We're yot .. '
going to have "representatives”, If it's. the proletariat “to a men] what kind " :

of representatives do you have? It's not only lsck of hierachis investures, you

‘have something entirely mews the Commune, So that when you go beock. to that kind’

of history, going Baokc to 1871 actually means sesing the mew stage, You sud~
denly begin seeing things; 1871 means this 'in 1917, R Lo T
' . Now thereis scmething elas in 1917 that was never in 1871, And you . -
say, now throw everything out that you have learned before; you are facing & - -
new dinlectio. Thatts vhat Lenin said on state capitalism, Vhat is.this whole .
Tonaonse on whet we have learned on state capitalism before? You have never
in yowr life seen State Capitalism and what you have learned either practicaily
theorééically has nothing in common with what we ere faoing in Russia now. -

‘ . Now I have often said to Evens that sbout: n percelit of the cne h\n- . '
: P 3 Betweon him and me)consists of my getting ..
/Absolutely ready to tear his head off because .ha does something ¢ scedented.

that I say; this guy must be really nuta or an anarchis t @9 an intellectn
something, After all he was an intellectual before he oame wea s -
leager alrsady. And then for the nimety percent after I get over the madness, .
T say; well, look here, if he did it and I £ind sbsolutely no precedent in -
300 yoars of Marxism and if it is true that he represents something eutirely.
‘new, ‘thali thia is & new ntage in ¥arzism. Thore must be & New disleotios “16% "
nethrow everything over have learned before and find out what in the hall

< 4s making him aot ao. Ard every 44me whan I found cht, Thave had to:tirow everythirg .

*.abstract again, let me 'say that, although X will go beok to 1’848'.. ny

averboard for what had happened is that we reached a new s 5’ -wuile -1 was 8421
4n the old. I did f4ind precedents in Larxiat history, Lo

- T
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Wil dea} wAtl today and be very oonorete. Lot me atate the end fwom the stexti
The conorete 1s; lot Bvans go away. I'a moving that he go away at least for w'"ii
period of two op three months, during which we want tq have absolutely nothing . -
to do with him. That is the soncrete. - B v

. The Inatinecdk Of The Laader

And now let me return to the abstract. We uged to say that Marx v
-had 30 many fights because all tendencies made their sppearance in 1848. It. .
whs: a new stage in human development and while the proletariat appeared he was - -

‘0ot separated off from the bourgeoisie ror the pettyrbourgeoisie,
breaking from absolutism. 8c that the ocmmon in that i‘igh@nﬁ

syea thall Marx's sa to the_g;%%ggy -tIe proletiyian moveme)
Why the Proudhons, the, Bakun and the lassalles funptioned 1i one movement

‘with darx. And not only that, they Tought him not on the basis on which they
really objected ~= a clear, revolutionary proletarian line, but under the cloal
of fighting the "bureeuFatiom of the Gensral Coumcil", thit is Marx‘s leadere .
-ship of the First International., And don't think they didnft. rally people oA
. H-that platform, Fighting bureavoratism is always popular, while s “they
@‘bi the diatinotly proletarien tendency is not o easy to deteot, X
by the movement™in general", but even in thd alosest circles. X

. b
‘ T

r.

S . Now let me tell you something slse. There is no such thing e Marx
- o apd Engels, Lenin -end Trotsky and, if I.may be permitted, Evans and Weaver,.::
! - ",Yhere ks only Marx, there iz only.lenin, thers is only Evana.. The only’
. - you.can say sbout Bngsls, Trotaky Bnd Veaver is that these are amart eno
- " realize that there is only one Marx, cne Lenin, one Evans.- So that thess
"oo=leaders™ are smart enough to sayr we better find out vhat these guya.are:
Aaying, and hope thet when they die, we can follow the road they chartad. Al
eood in ocomand y ryed wha

- there was Verx thers t0 zive the line, | Caky.
- almost as good, as the head of the Red Armye And while Evans.is here to'l
.over the head, I'm almost aa good too, The point is = what happens whe

, New the mogt that they can do, those who recognizé what this person

has personified, how he bae somehow incorpgrated in himself the new stage-

human development, is to says I'il preserve 1t. They can preserve it,(so
@B At cormesponds to the objeotive sTtuation and the proletarian developms :
.But vhen the development oalls for mors than preserwition, a new leader must':
" arise. .There was Evans to say "Now vait a minute Trotsky you ain't really ..
. répresenting- Leniniem ro longer. What you did -~ and that's all 4n 4. eortmin’

sense that could be done == will.no longer do. Ve have reached a new stage’

_-must make & new leap," o : T Y

: How Lenin, as Marx, was oalled a bureausrat. an authardéamisa’sic:
oo VBT S2-Souldi’ b pusaiblyTbulld the party on exaotly tha level of Marx whoge: - )x
~ sge hadn't reached the ztage of conoretisation of the 20th century. ,Ho had:to.x
begin anew. HNow the only thing he could 4o is to'find a few peopls who real :
' that he represented this new stage of human develcpment, If Trotaly lsarned:
o o g that wae good from Lenin on the Party, it is not the things he gal
Tl vlearned == that is, that. the mrty is almys right snd now he knows the' pa
T etagen That baby , he 1s really saddling us.with.something horribla., .

s L. P YL
L (-.t""-",_-"»‘ '
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be bas lesrned h@g&nﬁ He said finaily, now I heve learned something
from this Lenins New I'm not going to stand for you stinking Abernites, and
Sheohimanitos, and every other.damn tenfiency all through the worll going on -
this way. I'm going to my you don't rapresent ne at all. C

Now what wes significant about ¥arx's fighta? Thers werepeople who -
saids you are not so far swey from Proudhon, and lasalle was e very nloce man,
oto, But lixrx was saying: Look, this is the line, I don't give a damn at wll
if Proudhon 4s or is not a nice man ity either going to be this or eise. T
Everything has, to be thrown out w every other consideration., It has to be thmt
waye If larx had not been uncompromising, we wouldn't have Yeen abls to make .
this leap: ’ BEETORS

.. How i » oertain sende, you can see the (bogloning) of a distinotinh .
“betwwen_Engels and Marx in their estimmte of Heutsicy. - 6%s Kaustky .end

1

his estimate of pecilo was when someons convineed him not to follew that

seys, “God, atinky Jewish petty=bourgsois this man is.” And:
Engels said that he jsn't sc tad. KHe ig trying to learn something. And Merm

aayn, "Woll now Zoock. Engols and Hautsky have semething in oommon. They both . 1iod|

drink." Let Engels take care of Rautsky, Howthe only time Marm was wrong weg -
when he changes mind on Keutsky. But the imstinot of the legder is some='
thing that we've got o study, If he gayy somthing and doesn't give you one -
hundred yeara of history to badk it.up, listem bnywey. Just say: this is new
Shut up and find out what this instict meens, The only time ¥arx was wrong 4

e B S S L S
s 7. There is no other way. Beesize 1t all.somes from the instincd and' the
will and the new atage of development which gets ooncretimed in this 'person; -
You gee the same in Lenin, We must lekrnito: trust the, instinet of the: leader,
to. learn from it,: Now I'll tell ydu scmething of Herodn,. This 1s the woy we
arc: going to prove that we lmow.what a' ntew stage is and what .o0llective leader=
ship-is, Herman is the greatest thing that we have found in our whole develop~

ment. Ho represents our moving from the Russisn Question to the American
‘Proletariat, :‘Not only that, but whot the next stage will be in the relations

P

of the proleteriat to the party, /And yet Herman ngt o6d at ell. CHis

L.

“devslcpaent wAs masting nes Now isn't that terrible, Our highest point
» and his highest wag meeting us. And there's never tean's. =

Mfmth-n Be's stuok. Now wam@mmum'

- equate- > - it4an",_CHub, thers is_also.sohiothing wreng with him,
3L thatts tae way the proletariat 18 going to stop, bady, we ain't geing to -
have's revolution, not with this new all-ingluzive party. R

o There is scmething wrong with both of us. We must show the conorate
in the abstract. When Herman writes ssying, when must I come down for the | .
plenum? I wish instead the day to come when Herman would appear days in sdvanee:
in.order to take up some more things =- we in the center didn't thirk of. That!

when wo will have proven that we are a collactive. Jeadewsahi= oo So-Liow how o

L —SFFoy Vi aUFHOT Prinoiples and have proven as well that the proletarian - ...

e N

..

e ' How thére comew a time in the development whe

develomment hasn't stopped with Herman's joining, but Herman's advance,

Lenin's lﬁ.n B

 suddeny somstitag

 : beacmew transformed. into its opposite, And. then you really don't know, K
' -whad I means It i either a slass division and if it iga olass, you oantd

- Vo : , Vo ,,"'-‘;,. M:a;-,’:‘(;‘:;j.l'q i .
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-euyiking about ite It is going to tear kou up. lenin said in the Will that

they are living in a diotatorship of the proletariat surrounded by the pessaniirye
Now if the fight and the antagodism between Stalin end Trotaky meant that,
nothing can be done about it. The perty will split into several pheces. In
other words, that is the ends There is no dictatorship of the proletariat; we
are going baok to oapitalism, But he is hoping that that is not what it means
and therefore he is taking up a couple of new things in the relatiommhip in the

leadership,

You have to go back to personalities gg;ﬁ%ﬁ%%_?&:—
;bgg personal, but suddenly, oncs you reached 8 Hew stage an alaotis,
ou havenit got aby precedents when you could sey in 1848 this happened, in 18Tl
this, and this means so and so in 1814. You have to say now, what are they
ropresenting? If they are just fighting and being cantankerous as personalitieg
-1'm not really interested. But if it means something, 1if thlo‘ro,d.s-.g\.\ “why®,
then a new stage has appeared, Tha, po__f;_z_:_‘Qt always tg 'ﬁ]:ook a;t that m.)

e, —_——

2 . T . 5
. D : "% S halh
!‘." 2 : IR PR Attt -
-l e LN B szt g he ol

5

e
e pant
. .
> .
i
=

' . Read that Will. It eaya: "Stalin is rude. ‘Trotaky is too conceited, .
Buykharin 13 collapsIigs Zinoviev ang Kamenev have not done something by -
accident, but still you shouldn®t hold it against them, And, by the way, re- -
pove Stalin, Ho is altogether disloyul in addition to being rude. Now wiatlhthe g
o8n you meke of a Testament like thet, (I mmat say that Troteky made =~ - -
abso luteiy nothing of 1it, Absvlutely nothing. He practically gave it the same
interpretation as Stalin did, insofar as he sonsidered the statements as ankle -
”’:’ of persons .tnstg_ed af ﬁendanoies.) _ e R

el
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e 81».11:1 uaid,""Su;-'e there is & Will. Lenin éa_fd I vas rue,
4. o the way you have to be., It's a personal oharacteristic.” 1d: "Yem;
-+ gure there is a Will and he said: remove Stelin.™ fThere is & definite eation, .

~Aud lenin said alao & coupls of thinge against mes By it really wasn't so- 5
- .important. It was just personal. He was vronge I'm not really dn administwae .
'tory I'm a revolutionist. Now what in the hell is this for a leader t¢’ go R

- rowmnd seying this enalysia'was ananlysis of parsondlities?

. Lonin writing a personsl characteérication or these personal things =~
- meant what? That 1s the Question, .Good or disloyal meant-capitalism was doming. -
baok. ' The adninistrator meant that we can't have a new stage, 1f the proletarie:
- &%, the best the most rewolutiomary, was represented by an administiator in~
~-stead of baing thers "to & man", .Saying that Bukharin d1dnT¥ tnderstand dialecting -
- meant that al] of Bukharints-writings may Just as well be thrown out., Hets .
- loved and all that eto, S : : S e T

" Ky god, I read that Will avéry day. And every day I see something !
new, &nd I say to myself how iR The hell could I have accepted Trotsky's chatter: .

-

mmt. : S . PR

. TIf you 'cxp_la.'m the w_l%1° e Will was written in personal torms iiw -
Poptantes If you don't sxplainy Yhy you might just as well have no explanation,.’

o Mmethere i3 ons hlig for whion © oan oribioise Evans, he said in his

. #pesch yosterdsy that Wasver probably objeated to the seereoredorte being pub- -

1ished or given around to the lesdership,eto, That shows thers is a 1ittle bit = -

ST off the old organisation in her, Evans didn't recognize that. I had made the leap
-, fmom the time that he tallked to me and I asked him about leadsrahip relatione -

:l{.r-'-m’. T end I n bothering:
Kn about youe m_r_olgmna‘ngﬁ :flund“m-m‘—“-’”-—m have o fase an Au Fhm-%’
‘.-,-;'h, Tl T . PSR B SHEY . AT
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20t & chence t0 speak five minutes with you alones, That annops me no end for

two reasons. One, I'm & 1ittle dit inaulted, Why shouldn't I know ahead of

. time what you ars going to presens to usf and two, how can you raiss up a leade
srabip that vay? 1 seid: lock at the wonderful tRings Trofaky used to write,

apd pretond that Cennon wrote tbem, or thought them, That!s tle way a leader-

ship has to be duilt up. If you decided that thig is the right perscn, then

you bave to smooch along & 1ittle bit and have everybody love that persca, But ’

a pinute after I satd it, I changed my mind, And when Evans replied, "imong

" other things, you know I have to watch out that no cligues develop among s~y

4f we had an organisation of our own, and each of the leaders had a department

he headed, and there wasn!t this closeness, this nonsenes, of being afraid

whon I got a cold, eto, We just can't have that kind of an organization, It
will oot do." %he mimte he said that, I hegan to see things m a nav Ii.ght. .

c " Hew Relations

1t sppeared to me then that we lnve t.o have an entirely new type o:t ‘
lesdership and it hes to bo duilt in a new way, not the 0ld way. It is no long-'
‘or sufficient to pass on the traditionsg of Marxism and what Ienin lended dowa -
_and leave 1t ut that. It 1s that, dut 1t is more, it is that plus thio new -

- ¥ 3 “Dell I hadntt drought up oy damned past.) In my case, vhnt.!
“willipean to this tendemcy is either what I sm going to mks of myself, on’ Gan
. .new-banis, or so.to spesk, Dvans was faced with having to say good-bye, for g
would have proved that he hasu't yet met the one who.could follow .the new:

= ;pr:l.nciplu. You see vhen we said to bime~ don't always surprise us, take .

matbers up first with the leadership-e-ve wers hanging on to old onnoept:l.onl
‘that thers wae & tredition and all we had to do was pass it on, and if we knw
" "4t a. pimte ahoad of time, we could &0 it s0 much better. But 1¢ lan't that .

at all, Wo have just reached a new high becauss fhe prolstariat knows eo- mh
11:9-:\7. Handing down trsditions ui.thout being abh to m]:e & new lesp ot -
‘ ﬂn sess tice will no :I.omr d.o. . ; .

I 3 m Ro other questions on ths ‘selationship of hmnhip. m- E
" wag. the question that dothered me, Bu$ enyone who now hringe that up doesa't
ruuu vhat Evans really netns, I mads my decision beforq I came to Naw York -
now and that is why I kave the 0ld correspondence all ann scatalogued by )
- subJeot, by date, everything., I am umm to publish 1t not only for thc
hmhnhl.p to nndv. I'a villing to publish i.t for syerybody %o rud..

Mat vas onc of the things that udn sveryboldy so afraid wh.n Innln
J.ozt a WIil? They wouldan't bave anything to staud on if Lanin ‘said something

. against. tham, But if we baven!s anything to stand on, then we haven'$ moved .

‘from that stags. We hawen's lesped from Leniniam to Bvans, 4if I my be per-.

- mitted to say 80, Decause i¢ is a tremendous leap, Ve Mave a 1ot to leara tm
Lenin, we haven't begun yet to know him, But unloss we also make the lesp to.
.:Evans we aren's going t0 bs any good. We will de good historimas oa what Lendn:

- 444, We. aren't going %o b- the prucdicing. yevolusiopists bhu Ivuu ho givon

.::nunchnuto‘n. , R - '

" Anothér aspeot tut my mn nuin 1n ue thn vo don't Te
_-.‘ 1- thnt vbln nnbod.r ml you are oithor tor e or you. are. m&nst

R "-h . . . ¢ o




' : “Te
that Garnett smid you are either for this or not for that, or else it is have

in ths eorrespondenve, where you said tiat the trouble in Los Angeles, Solow . '
bad said so and so0, everydody was mad at her and the suggestion md oome, let's
romove her., Now that nlso is & leftsover from not only what the party thinks,
“but in & ceptmin sense, if you permit me, the way the bourgeoisis thinks. IJou.
see, Af o ig no good, wo remove him, DBut Murxz says that 'E the Commune om-
toblishedanything it is that we cmn't copy the hourgedis wey of ohoosing

"the right men" because that is oxactly what this break wath the bourgeocisie
‘moans, we have no "heirarshis investure", And Lonin ssid not ozly do 'we:bawe

the right to elect and t4 recall but, everybody “to a men" does it, end ws

bave no “representstives" to do it. You do the whole thing by yourself, If

that is trus, how can we say "eithsr =« or", We say to you this is what you

have remained by virtus of the objsotive situmtion, by virtus of your experi-

enos so that nowgpowesn make this new lesp. And I will give you the opportune
ity to make this leap, I wontt hold you, Removing means one of two things: .
oither your theory ald evergthidng is alremdy & finished thing and you just

. . Iave m bupch of people ocsrrying it out, a bunah of office boys or something: .
- or it iz not just something 1ike that, and you lave to give a chance -to these .
people to beoocme the new peopls with the new proletsriat, U

o Iungwtqyonoothorthing,mdth.tﬁ.to%@i::ﬁﬂgh@"'""
Now I have bean preccoupied with content and form, For months and men 1
Ixd been writing all kinds of profoundesounding letters, And finally Ewvane

_ aa1d to me, "Now lock hore, either form is important, snd therefore it is . -
" gnestion of oclass or it is & lot of nonaense and I gm not interested in it," -

ey I A i,
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- g% Just TE.” But I didn't get straightensd out till I wes pulled uwp sharply ..
»'Ihe form does tell the olasas content. That's the differsnce betweon ths valus: |

“Porm which 1s oapitalism eud the coopermtive form whioh is scoisliem. Just "

L.~ think of all the things that have come cut from this tendenocy since thmt - °

~ L 431unination oa forme Wo bave the answor to Warde and Wright from that, We

S bave the new style.. I see 1t in everything. ' Everytime now anybody-says
" wnything, I say, it 1s as bad aseeo that i 1t belongs to an slien class alto=

.. gethér, or it isntt as bmd ssiéys therefore, it is one of the dialecticel tzanss

- formations or metamorphoses;—and these developments go on foraver. That's the - -
~ only sorious way to approach anything. Now I think that there is a lot Yo

‘ (BDITOR'S NOTE: here one and one-half
minutas of presenteion mas orza
acoidentally.) o







STALEWANY QF IHE BAC
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Ht the last plenum tie Southern local was chosen as the cns
area of all the small locals which would be retained-and stronﬁ
thened, Uur main politicul-organlizational task of
zed-centrallzation alins, then, at catabliishing fhres
one gub-center, .The Southern local was so chose
holds an exceptional place in any workers party's perspsctiva
To concretize this, the Wl asked Asher %o write a repors of the
region,

Phe local has a rich history. “hough all have had their
"try", none of tne old organizations could touch the real
resouroes of this area, Our organization alone, because we ulcms
are mobilized to recognize the deepest layers of the working-class,
has been able %o mainSuin activity there, and %o hold a perspec-
tive of ever deeper penetrution into the Lives and activities of
the miners and tnuir shmilins.

"s strengtnanin of the local means not only that some.
ars to sattLe thers, but thut those friends themsslvss

s; tq the manner of announeing which! Locals
‘whiohvxwe left the queation of: who would go t0

ecess ry_that the entire organization. understand -
tnis: localy, . and the l1ife and the activity of the
~fhe attached report speaks for itvself/: - The: ‘RWG
this builetln be atudied and discussed by &all ths
orts of': tnese discussions ‘should go fo:both the : - -
nd. the Center, The friends who wish to. settleruﬂ,
egion should ‘also ocommunioate with both that 1ooa1.and S

tha't:
ths :Canter,

7

Q_)’




History of tihe Southern Local

First 8teps

(%gggzkaa the emergence of our giucation, Agytetion, and Pro-
gagan - Here we posed the smericunizution of Bolsheviem, Here,
00, appeared the quote that the building of the party in America
would te done by many working class groups, among them the "South-

ern miners,” Not threu years later, in 1946, this happened, ; Aﬂﬁf7é

4 young middle-class student, bred a few miles north. of this LD .
coal region, found himself drawn to the radical politics of the - - §
WP, Soon enough he found his way to us within the +.P, At the ‘1ﬂ7t>;? P
height of the coal miner's rtrike of 1946, when the nation feared N J/

8 general atrike and when tie Tuft-Hartley Law was bsing brewed, “
this student, now working in tic w ormed a coal miner's
branch, The W,P. give hi.. cu-frvohice; Actions Were gilven
and distributed freely; €, v . Cooliice7 Labor Big wheel in
the 7,P., came down to of.N.. ity L:

At this point the only Key politido was this student and
even he knew Little in te anization.. His virtue
was that he had been bred Un the region and had the ‘intellectual
capaclity to make up for hig-lack of experience and treining,
Around him were his wife, Danzig, a young petty-bourgeois who
had: Just Left her liberalism for radical politics, and an old pal -
of his, Orhon, brought up in the same region, who had genuine

vorking .0luss upbringing, ‘hese latter two, Danzig and ‘Orhon, *

..are -8till with the organization!: the orizinal leader failed 'to .
- make '1%.-With ug.and 18 riow puttering about with the o0ld:sedts., "

Around: this-‘eadre", if it can De called 80,.were a number. of::

_wprklnggggasajand}petty—bdurgeqis~students“rpomhthe.univérsityf_“

. -n ‘the town, " Togsther this group went about distributing Labor .

_#ctions in:.the many coal fields nearby and thus found genuine - -
miner. contacts with whom they held fairly regular meetings, -
kos$:of these miners were Negroes and one problem; among many,

- wag-the-integruting of white minors, But this is a 11%tle bit:

ahead :of -our, story,

. To all intents and purposes this branch was a WP, branch, '
Actually, because the young student leader had bscome cne ofug, .
it.was our branch, In any case, the atruggle that was going on: -
inithe.party-ay large. betvesn-us and the mejority was reflested
in-this amall. and_ngw-looul,, VWhen they finelly discovered the @ "

—=pelativaiarfaliations of the leader, they sant their worst hate" -
ohatman down, Fenwick, %o save the loscal for then, : ‘The'mine: "'\ -

_region was too much for an intellectual of his stripe 8o he-left: -
in a.few months,  This was all in eariy 1947 when we wers getting . -
ready.:to.leave the W,B, ' vhen we did leave in Juiy of the same =~ -

v

_fh 7'%ear:thereiwaa no cadre element of ths;H.Rg:prebéﬂflin7thdﬁrqgtpﬁ.r=ff 

he 'aplit, that oocurod therefore was fairly ‘olean: - thoi‘miners :'..

~..went -with. us immediately into the B.W,P, - instead of carrying-on:.

& eeparate and brief cxperience as did the rest of the organization.

'H:_ ‘4ur1ng the Interim Period, 4 rew;striotlﬁ petty-bourgeols students:.
e

in the university, who had been oclose to
' vl

nwidk,'remazned'wthT?h




the W,P, ssher, the present orgenizer, ocame to the Scuthern
local at thie point,

In the 8,W,P, : .

Asher had been in the movenent since 15&Q and, thughgha
jclber. of the organlzatio :
forpally atiied himself with them

- A ‘the~W¥hole questisdn of the-unity negot-
iations—with the SWP was the turning point, There was another
fantor which affested his deoision, how much though is hard to
say. He had come out of the war with his right Leg ampuvated:

the W,P,'srs were generally given to "feeling sorry" for him,
- Some of their leading people were prepared to sse him become
a eympathizer - ideas which he entertained at the .time, The
members of -our orgunizotion were hot so much indifferent %o
his condlition as concerned rather with his political status,
In strictly personal toris, the majority were defeatists, the
minority, full of conrlience und right, He had gone, %oo, &
few times to the office of the SVWP on hils own and was convinced
of the need for the return o tie 5WP and the Fourth Internation-
al. Further, he had seen many of his close friends of the WP
Waolonize and proletarienize’ in the days when it was full of
vim and vinegar, #ll during the war, he had dreamed of. the day
when he. too would be back in the states %o do the same, All in
ail then, déspite the hesitancles due to his disability, he
was quite ready. at this point.to.colonize, ' :

Y .,
R !’_;-::

ay. or. two before. rmal.-aplit he yas.confronted.with' -
ca.'of going %o Jetroit.ox. Qgﬁhe"ﬁouthepn_10031;{:Tpereuxw”
no. question about going to one of these -places; the question - ..:
hich one?  .Sipceimyhad Jusk eturned from a trip.to the

‘witE\Weaves and a friend and had seen for the

L 4t {me -the mining senser.of the nation, he finally decided -
o-migrate -there, -~ The morning after the night the U,h, was

-“g;venghaqwaa'pn_his.way.' B

. +Thin; 8 moved swiftly, 4 day or so affer he arrived, the-

1ocal, with all'the mi , gplit from the W,P. and jolned the .

- WP, This was apparemtly a Savere-bIov-at the WP, “inalde—efi~

. %W6 or three weeks, lLav i@e; the labor big ashot, the .

. too:who -had - once pprfgd with A,d, duste, appeared in the home.

ﬁ.gfapne;oruthe,m;nérs;ﬁ”Thé,Boene bears come description, - .

¢qf§hfthg-§he side @tood this old Negro; experienced 17 la or L

‘£1ghta,, . and on the other stood three or four of us young white
"~ atudents, Around stood, the NWagro miners listening' to the furious
5 hre—of-charges. and counter-charges, The o atloR-Wae .

- NarEas. G ; ke 110 e L e '
-/ Goolidge's angry admission that he | to 'break us up’

I T - T S
Fpom this time on the W, P, was quitg effective in Aurting
an was sent down .o £111 the’ ptied:

8, -Anothar _gadre-man was lacé emptied:. "’
“by.Fenfick. = In the beginning he was & ie not only vo break-the. '
1nﬁnswaway_;pqg;_ jbu£_tb;build,a_fairly eubstantial youth.- “u.
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of the V,P,
in the
date, the

‘Nevertheless, the strugple-
effects, It diq not break us up,
Ones of our local,
to his studies ang b
went with him,
baokgroung became ; Y and later,
ended up & lawyer, W.P,'ers, were about
gone by 1949, 0f the origi t, there was lefrt
only Orhon ang Asher, Fairbanks waa with us

{Ez%fter'tng 2pLit, Three young students were aYss mitiins but they .
00 had come to us oniy later,

Throughout thig period the 5,W,P, had treateq us
much 1like the_baby-in-the-WoodB. i
U8 some attention:
some of his wisdom,
1lked 1t that way,
they wouid have like
our relation to Pitts g : L0288t —aagre ‘local,
g - &l y '8 co ] exiated-primarily-to‘comeﬁtok-

) e 18r ag THey wh some. "t AR
e ha;rjmgey;ngs in:Pit + They had almost no Lntereat*atiall_b

/40 our work, It reached a ‘head after the 1948 donvention when
‘,;thgjqrggnizer“or tha:looé;’“quingly“'proposedithat we -merge with
“them,.! Ve jokingly retorted that ti and’ there 1t
Wag left,! ‘From tha ime -on  we Xig' em and had
: especially when speakers
or do without, Only:when

'“B0 1% went:

i%h the miners

WA d more . ing Uz o 8 Way. .
WP bEeg _ .more interested in the atudents or‘%he

d fihslly vanished by late 149 and sarly '50, The
_the  region and with the strike of 149 ang
reashed a definite

erned, “the

yerse, about the onl active lert wi
. As waa ment1on?%’EEFTTE?“‘tHE“Ogﬁﬁﬁgfgg:L'.

ri ve for Wallace in 1948, Betnééh:ua;Kthan;aand.
bor. Demooratic fordes of the community were no one

e,
ST

8

"time thers had b

 =Committee in the Yown, made up of labor-liberal elements, Thig

‘no”-longer exists olther, ‘Yhat remains, then, 1s ourselves, the -
- Repubitcans, and the o0ld Demooratic machine as organized politidal:
Broups, | |
-3 -




Early Type of Activity in ths Area

In the eurly dnys ol /1947 Athe nain activity :zentered pround
the sales of the PUEEI wWn iphteta, Yhers were two maln re-
Eiong, LGoth absut-twenty-—aiLles. foua nere, Iis 1s a darcriction
of a tyulcal day of thut tinme,

Asher hud the only car of the proup, Everyone would pile
into it ewriy in the mornlng: the flaming red-naircd oung in-
teliectual leader, who walkod aboul us whcgh he carriagd the
werld on his shouwlders; his wife {(Danzig! eoma savdn nomthg 4
bregnant, tell und ciaender, oxXcept for the fullness; anochner
young bub pracocious youth from the eact side of New Yorx, who
was always in need of & haircut, and who was invariahly eithaspr

' chattering away profusely about things he -knew Llittle abous in
the worlid of culture or deep in a despalring mood, browght on,
no dowt, by pure houwesickness and the inablilty to adant to -
this entirely differcnt world of the miners; <suher © Wikht ‘His
cane and ¥ linp, . ‘ S

I A @ would speed heqjigaii:;_o.m_.the_tunturmund_narrow
rqada \of. the &rea und f3 naldky-reech-our-deatination of e mine
R oN ' 0. us would g%::&a_o_g_f_:__q,.f_ihe car and_into the small
TR miner,~y If "the worid didn't know that we had come
»-puhroveh The area -t en they certainly.knew it by the time we =
~ stopped and all hopped out, whereupon, one of us, generally -
: Morgany the young :leader, would Pproceed to either gsell the miner-~
X - - B, - & .peper - or pamphlet or.inform him
most popular reading, ‘incidenta- ./

-pampilet dealing with the trial- L

Th . 318 @s divided betWeen the Aun , which
+¥:a.fey miles Irom,this tovn, and.a mining region some
- h of here in' A nelgnboring..state,. . This

been: the homa -0f idorgan » the leader, and Orhon,

fapeh ek, dtate,. provided most of the work,
ion of internal Locul strains end dig
de, it more &nd more diffiocult, i

.2 18, huve not.been  to. the Adghd F region
4rs . now; '_thougl_r_r‘t*{g"“dp"cge;aaionully hear about

1-the’ tovn the University is of considercble importange,
muediate post war period some 7,000 stuwlents went“ to- 1%,
ki It was inevitabie “thut 1t would
e Life of the lLocal as well, 3

In he beginning, all of the actual and active membors of
' re students from the University. 4nd our moet "
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important gains at the time, Steve und Fairbunks, nativee of the
region, were atvending the University, ,Yanzig, ailso native, had
‘gone to this University., ALL of the WPlers were also going to
the University.
_Un the campus, the work centered around the A,V.C, Though
- the ¥P'ers controlled 1%, we had a strong voice in 1%, +hen Kurt
Schussnig, of aAustrian notortety in the earty duys of the Hitler
regime, was invited to speak before a convocution of the Univer-
gity, 1t was our push in the wr¥ wvhich drove them to initiate a
battle against having him speak that soon developed lntc a cause-
celebre o the whole community, Uy and Large, nothing ever came
of this work in the 4,V,C, The majority of students were not
responding to it a$ all,

Another activity on the oampus was that connected with' the
NAACP, wulte a rumpus was mude on trying to get the student
chapter of the NAAC? accepted by the proper officials, <This
never quite succesded,

...-1f thege astivities did nothing else, they did bring the _
. "Tpotekyites” before the attention of the  University and the Comm-
. 1% 18.pog@sible to say, too, that two of the students that
oined us, came in good part because of this work, 9till,

‘1% cdme, novhere near the great mass of students, . In fact, -
UchHad-been: ‘the. 'exliaustion produced by all this “fighting". that = .
hen ‘the .mass’of astudents moved -to fight the theatreés in town . -

0T thein high prioces. - 1% may have been. ln 1950 - we were nursing

(it "

ur wounde-and -tired epirits, drinking.coffee in the school -

LR i-

‘and;. sometimes 1ts faculty, hds played some ‘part-in 1%,

sy %,. throughout the.iiferofftnenlocalj the University, ita
t-sho ‘be ‘noted _here, that the far more important wvorld of the

-‘feenzaue. high sclibol students, has never yet been reached:-by us,
“TheiUniversity atudents are transients: the high ‘achool students =
orqggnd,bqua;n,the_ragion and, unless they leave .the region: .

pi-after graduation; (as so often happens), they are .a far
7etable)and fruitful strata, = LT '

LA

in the NAACE.aimoat from its inceptlon here i
(o, 4%6: finat-deniga in 4950, From a sudden peak of 500 in: ..
; deoiLined precipltously and vanished altogether in 1960 when.
b ding organizer, a Negro teacher, lefit the area, - A.silent -.:
‘Btriggle had agtually rent it apart! on_ the one hand wers’dll th
et ty-bourgadisa who locked upon it as a leoturing gooiety, &nd on;
.- 'tha-other hand were the working olass Negroee who ,wanted_some. ..
&0tiord taken by it in the town to ellmlnate Jim Crow:in-the movies
«iv28nd sthe pestaurante, The teachers suppressed  the militanoy:and,:-
“"thusjiskilled: the.organization altogether, - Wé participated,in 1t
" .&ctivities;but, :1ike the A,V,0. on. the oampus, the chief rejults.
. wereiwith the frienda umade rather than. in any mutual actionstake
" by ‘'the organization, Une of our olosest friends today, a&.young. -
., . Negro girl, was first met in the NAACP, K
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. ) -/tsl
- Cypes of Friends ft;;:%’V?E; ]C\ﬂ

ome~o{h:he most active friends we had were the Negro women,

n Pennaylve a, a veritable cdynamo was'a 'little, quiet apoken
- ?gggggﬁggggn,_who Wus undergoing all sorts of personal tribulations
Ut who.was as active as could be with us and the Negro church, .
. Like her and part of the same general cirele of friends was a

. ‘young Negro girl of high sohool. training who moved the 1iter-
‘ ature easily among her circle of friendas,

: At. this time, fromi{i047 to 1949 /or -s0, we-met many indiv-
lduals, whose manners ant—e- ences wers no doubt of tremen-
dous influence on some of us in the local, These were miners,

- Women, mostly Negro, whom young people such as we had négver
seen before, Poisge, integrity, a great range of vision coupled
with a deliocate -sense o? propriety were the most common traits
of .these people, ) I . C : '

——— :

TR ee———

e

.. ~1ihere was the tall and ebony bladk;~living

ipthe smell and bare coal pateh, who had been.able to reoa, '
z @ tremendous upheaval of the sugsian workers in his youth:
y:/thely effect on America and’ the Negro people, but who was (W,

7§ 8aw him) the victim'ol paralysis, He could only moan ‘futti
»end. oodasionally his eyes’ would become moist with tears,” fiis,
-fggunsgﬂtyggfthe'iitt;a,dynamic Hegro woman cdescribsd -ebove whds

only u

relation “to'him was that he had -been ler prescher;, -

'dqqgﬁxgns;ﬁygpthpghes;tétipn,ﬁshé*uﬁdentdbk”tq?ﬁére*fof; 1)
ough 'she wag hergelf without monay, faced evtﬁtiqnﬁ;ggg A

%th

  @; f§hqu;_eto. ets, -

There was Andy, ‘the white miner past 8ixty, who ‘would come
1th us on’our long trips, He could ‘recallYhe ‘Appeal: o
he turn of the centwry, "Now," some Loty ‘years' later,
.along with us quite matter-of-factly, i
270 L. Thevewas Dill, the iegro of some seventy years wha
'a miner ‘but whose battlés for the Negroes gnd the miners
‘Alm to finally be placed on a blacklist,  He now sgold
His sense of people und events was very acute and he couid:e
. this, though uneducated - except for his own grasp of ‘thel
ir o, With fervor and eloquence, . P

- Thess groups'would suddenly appear, ask for us, and
ust as guddenly disappear and all the labor in the worl
ring theu together again, = Olbvioualy they had given us a 'F
ﬁﬁvp,hngfggiledﬂFQ'glvgﬁtham what“they-wantear;'. G

“Into the anes, < o
T ARG Vet for' all the astivity there was 11ttle vt
.stantial ‘about the local, ' We werse all atudents or

(RS

- atudents ard only one of us, Danzig, was native to"

'H"Hfiﬁﬂ_ﬂpbiafhl;f?é;hgd not,ypt”bean*gble‘ouraelvesﬁtoﬁget;ﬂﬁﬁ'"h




mines or to find a oadre type ln the mines, This soon changed.

First the leader of the local found a Jjob in the mines 1in the
Run, ' Yhis, however, as 1t turned out, proved %o be less a matter
of doing serious work 1n the minew and more & desperate move %o
somehow straighten the affalrs of the local, which was now getting
more and more tied up in knots, Shortly thereafter, Orhon also
entered the mines: both had been the closest of friends from boy-
hood, - This was all dono strictly individualistically and individ-

ualistically_they proceeded in their activities in the mine and

1tg local, In short order they were fired from their Jobs - for

having sold Labor Action on the local floor! uorgan, the leader,

never really recovered from this, From this time on, he became
more and more withdrawn from the work and responsibilitlies of the
local, and towards the end, both his actions and proposals were
aimed at destroying the Joenl, Orhon, on the other hand, though
he too became qq;te demorallized, picked up and by the strike of

the miners in '49 and 50 wes oncg again fully aotive,
s 111, the act of q%g,;gede stipulated two of \our newer

émbers: - teve and Fairbanks. ¥Yoth were former veteraond, studenta,
native %o “th o, end sons of Working class families, First
‘Btave, then Fairbanks entered the mines, For 8teve, gsomewhat like

-J:f Morgan, going to' work in the mines actually turned out to be
amaxﬁofileaving‘both-the movement and, finally, the mine Tegion

_ ‘One ‘of our enemies, subtler, to bs sure, than all the
‘open enemles, ),

fitselr, Ve saw ‘legs and lees of him while at the same time the
97amall labor bureaucrate saw mors and more of him. By late. 48.-he

e

nad*left s entirely and when the '49 strike began he prbteéifg/ a-wd;whﬂ
-rest of-our

e "

tbenks, on the other hand, though he geemed ar 1esb"ﬁfb1;.@

etarian. than Steve, ‘given to toulture" and hilosophical abstrac=". ..

entered the mines ¥

tiona; proved staunch . SELtant
rooh e E 7t1y, theresafter, he suffered. the loss. . .

;g?ff@kﬂﬁﬁg;lhﬂsé:of”hia jeft arm in & mine explogion. He was Out—

B ‘Nn'o:‘ g

A/ xﬁjxﬁavqggag-gna at one time was presi nt of his local,- '

or & good many months but returned in time to be mf
149 strike, Since that time he has worked  reguler-

-mines . 1o
e 'for: the :

T

CTIETT . ‘ ) e o
U Une, moye member hes to be considere oford Wwe.go on %o

tha big etrike of '49 and i50, As we haye-indfouted, thé ‘branch

g

ﬁﬁs;ﬁﬁgé?éqzng‘severp straines at this time, When the leader

¥ mounted i intensity,. One or-hiscweapona‘agalnatnﬂshenfwaq]f:

,bﬁ;@qgly;abﬁiqaté& his position, the.battle between :he and ssher

J“'qrgﬁhé‘é119p7to“the“reglon;¢31ven-toomuch,to-philonpppy__,_
ilgure, and impra It beceme . then, for Asher, & ohall= '
disprove all:this, - n’ the movement .long " -

o”inow- that this could be done only in work and devation

- ‘enough %o W’ |
~t5§§ﬁ€?f6ba1%*‘ht-aboutithis time Aaher“metrJaok;:=He‘hadnopmp,

bfiﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁéﬁﬁﬁhhﬁ;Fairbanka,'from a working olaes baokground;vsﬂp;waﬁ"

:5-_”{wiiyfwﬁf?ﬁhﬂ5mlné-ragionauof the south, had been & veteran; and .

d°now going o school, At the same time: that he Was going-

L"iﬁﬁhpl*hs”ﬁas-wofktng in the mines, Asher me® him some -time. in

oAl

A% Lol




‘48, For a whole year he saw him, talked with him, invited him
and his wife and child to go to picnics with ua, At one point
he left the mines $o manage & small store and he cooled consid-
erably to Asher, He had to return to the mines and again he
warmed up to Asher. do 1t went for a good part of a year or so,
After a year of such persistent work on Asher's part, he joined
us, Jhen he joined, then, he knevw Little of the cLiques and
~intrigues of the local. fie also cume at a time when uorgan was
on his way out; Urhon was still paralyzed by the firing in the
mineg; SBteve: was out and playing with the labor buresucrats;
and Fairbanks paralyzed between Steve, for whom he had the
deepest regard, and.Asher; and Danzig, Morgan's wife, though.
active in the loocal, felt that her higher alignments were with
"her husband despite the fact that by this time he had begun to
break with us politically. .

Now all this became of prime lmportance for us and the
problem of the union and our own politlies also became more con~
crete than it had ever been, It drew us into a new circle and a
‘new type of activity, YThe friends we made were friends now made

“.Ain the mine 1tself and not casually because of some diatributed

‘resding ‘matter, Lhe types we met now were more articulate and

:*ﬂietperienced in the ways of organization, It had'many advantages

.. ‘but-gileo disadvantages, For one, we no longer had much to do. .
- with:@the idireot and . powerful types like the Negro women and. the -
a‘g;d figntera, nor did we have as much to do with the students: aﬁ L
wéthad ‘edriier, - Be that as 1t may, '49 rollsd around and: startaa;ww
us offin a: direotion’and tempo we would not have thought posa- .
-ible, 51VBn the low. stata of the p al. ‘ DI

r he‘mine f1e1d3° '46 d marked the [concretization’.
1807y ;. 49, merked the firet full partici ationxin th ‘
168 of. thé<miners. iwhen the. flr an-of tha
n Maroh we think it Was,-

; d'markad our aor preparationﬁgdmong otheqf ,

’ £:4n:. by*cuauffeuring for. fﬁe min;rs‘

.rrifio Btpeﬂ49.ue sﬂilgﬁﬁiéggigarable B én :%Tg‘l

(E% ‘the bLack hours of : the morning, & number of cars: met”at
8! entral point,: Small clusters-of men whispered quietly ah
_ o AL & given signal after some fifteen oI tiventy ;
in o moved on to: atiLl another point, slowly going‘southw
téward. the: Vistrict headquarters, After some two hoursiof; this
8topping and:going and picking:up cars, 1% was broed daylight““
Ad7‘the ours numbered: over a hundred, They followed olosel
behind..the other and. locked like some gigantic. snake.xaavzng‘
1ts way-glowly over. the: torturous hilly highways of ths'adouth,
The“men ‘were:-all in: high -8pirit and the whols tning had 18se
...bhe atmoaphere of a battle than of a holiday, Bome of the men’
. were. high; eome: had brought their olubs or pistols, othera Jokea
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continually, Finally, all the cars parked near the orest of the
hill and ali the men poured out, They milled about, 1t seemed,
aimlessly, Suddenly, there were a few yells, a acurry of men
toward the highway, a racing coal truck, thrown rocks, squeeling
tires, and finally curses, +hen still another truck appeared,

the men managed to slow. 1t up, leap on the running board while

1%t was still in motion, and start fighting with the driver, The
truck careened and the plckets leaped off, Un the side lineg gome
0f the miners cheered or cursed, depending on the outcome. 4And,
interestingly enocugh, the 1ead1ng figure in the fights was Steve :
our former member, éo 1t went through much of the day: one mine
after the other was closed down, They were mostly small, unorgan-
ized mines, in predominantiy farm country, notoriously anti-union
and largely unorganized, The Uistrict officials traveled in a big,
shiny car and when especilally hilly terrain had to be hiked, they
somehow had a Jjeep fto oarry them, For #Asher a good deal of 1% was
reminscent of the army, Yhe Vistrict officials carried themselves
with.-the same shame and fulse huubleness that did the army offiocers,
who had contempt for the man but were fearful of thelr power when
the actual fighting developed, aAsher had trekked over some rough
land with the miners to get to one of the minea that was still
-operating. On the way down, the "officers® and the Jjeep stopped -
to pick-him up, 8ince hs was obviously quite tired hiking on his
crutghea, . He said he felt like some wounded soldier belng given-

a lirt by & benevolent general , - ‘ L

~*But participating in the caravan bore. special Ffruit}: J&ok*jj*'"“~““ﬂ

o reported . back an-incéident which was to guide us more and more

© . throughout.the strike, fhe incident 1tself amounted to almost '
", .nothing; but. 1t revealed, we felt, B-greal teg

*”Zﬂ:mamben&o 'only & -month or so,

. ofythe, men-and that of the union pireaucrac y‘ _Having diatinguiehed
‘ Y'aia_ext .m"; litanay,. Jagk, ‘our

the. r1r5t=£1gn of anti-bureauc_ao All of the men werse puehing
-tor “ther ' 5 Uistriot official prop=
tosed that Y emall hang appointsd crew of men go into these fields
instead :of ‘the. whole ‘saravan. of minera, This orew was %o report

fti;baok to.the District, who would in tum.make the further: deoiaions’
Obvlouslyrthe Digtriat was leery of goilng into these ‘fields,

"[Distr;ot 8 chacking orew,

- What;Jack reported back was that a few of the men from around
- .an ther town. had approached him and auggasted that they, strictly '
.on” their own and in. gecrecy, send out their own crew %o chedk ‘the .
ft never got bagond Just this praposal“

but 4% helped 1lluminate the way for us, Lt was clear that there '

" ‘wag-a.dietinotion . ‘between what the men were righting for and: what

~ the.lapor bureaﬁﬁf ts were fighting for.

By the fall .of /that yvaar we were 1nvolved for the rlrst tima
1n "wide . aotion, This 'we initiated, organized; and:led,
: ;Softhat not only- had the 1oasea in the local not Jhurt but, given

- ‘the 1ntensity of the miner 8 own atruggle, we were atronger than

'wa'had ever: been. N

e




| Two Negro.miners had gotten into & fracas and one had ser-
ioualy stebbed the other, +hen the wounded miner got %o the
local hospital, 1t was clear that he didn't receive immediate
care because he was a Negro,  He died sovun after, Yhe Demooratic
Labor Committee mentloned eariier looked over the incident and
gave the hospital & tlean bitl of health: a whitewash, - The man
who had stabbed the dead miner was in the same looal with Jagk,
He was arrested and it Llooked as though o would have to take
~ the full blame for the death, Jack pushed to have the local
branch take .gome ateps. Asher hesitated: Morgan and Danzig
were about to leave the area altogether; Orhon waz still with-
drawn from all activity; and Fairbanks seemed unready for rar b
icipation in any such actions, That would have. 1oft the malor
. part of the work on Jack, who was quite new, and—Asher, Hever-
theless, We went.into 1%, It turned £t0 be our “"dress rehear-
or the-8%ill bigger and natiovhal action of Januar ‘50,
’ P L 1.2

-
It took no ti tt o be formed,
re_inveived-in this and
tie_officers of this committee,
] @atig of the hospital, dootor's, :
nurses, : or Committee, and the District,
Throughout the few weeks before the trial, some ten to fifteen
of us were in effect carrying on our own jury investigation of
. the whole community, It must be known that the peopile’ of ‘the
Run. are gtill looked upon as dirty, drunkards, and brutal, But
here now were the people of the Fun carrying on probably one of
the most. truthful, clean, and sure studies of the snobs of the: . .

.. town: that had been held.for a long time, And. one of the' 'conel

~ ,uglons that emerged clearly enough for us was that the Distriof - :
- burediicracy was a bureaucracy not merely in the mines butinthe’ ' :

.. oommunity. as well, . We could see now that one 6f the .chief K prope 5,_”;

' fop &Ll the prejulices, fears, and ‘frustrations of’ the whole ~

= odp@ﬁgity}hghzthe‘Distrlct'bff1Qe?o::tha'U.M.N;31n another: town;

. ... Our chief aim in all this was somewhat limited: we were Tt ..
.anxious to .see that the man who did the stabbifng did hot get: - - -

" ®ll of the Tresponsibility for the death of the miner, If he. . -

. got a’yeéar or .so only it would mean that the hoap;tal“Sha:é&_-g%ﬁ”,

. gome "6f the gullt in the death by implication, When, ‘a8 ‘&' result

. .of the, trial, he got even Jdeas than & yeéar imprisonment, we. "'
- rejoiced, feeling that our activity had ‘been quite: instrumental
il achieving this shough there was' n 'real way to ‘prove this;"
It was a viotory for us! ‘A little more than two -years:-after - . -
our formution as a local and with less than half the ‘logal "= ‘two. .
or three of us - in fighting form, we had been deep in ‘the''life
of .the Hun and the community! Within the looal it marked the -
.riﬁgsh-of“mqrgan!a 1nr1uence=j‘Urhon'whb_had.baen-sof¢1oaeimb -
“"him’and still Looked upon him as one of the leaders.'wag-now - - . |
' "prepared to move - as we shall see that he did 1n;qaqqary‘-gstqv§,;,w
 however, was 8till a force and Fairbanks reflected:this in his * ™" .
somewhat casual attitude to_all the activity, even “though he-did’ -
play some part in it, For Fairbanks, January would be decieive,
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"hen it was over we asked ourselves how 1%t was possible that
only three of us hed been able to do what we did., The tentative
answer was this! that throughout the coal fields the miners were
in ferment and tihls constant movement on their part had thrown
the otherwilise stable bureaucracy off balance, ve had been able
to call them to our "trial" and they had ocome and let themselves
be condemned beoauae they hud lost their sense of balance, How
right ve were! January came and our tentative oconolusion was
corrocborated by the miners themselves,

The_dational. Aotion . / W

It 18 no exaggeration to say that b&enow-w- were looking for
"misohief", 'The miners response to our activifies had heartened
and emboldened us: what next? We knew, and eferyone knew, that
the miner's battle, started back in March of Yast year (1949),
had not yet reached a conclusion, Lewis, faithful to his timid
8trategy of pulling the men out and then sending them back in
again, varied it somewhat by caliing out all /the miners of the
largest coal producer in the country, Pittebprgh Consolidated
Coal Company or Consol, as it 1s more popule ly aalled by the
miners, But by this time the miners had iLogt their patience with
Lewis, lore than the. miners of Consol came/out, In a few days,. -

- some ‘90,000 had come out, Lewis told the others %o go beok' 3t111
. more- came' out, Finally he called them all_¢ if you can. 5.
. beat them, Join ‘em -~ goes the old Baying ,U§R "t
“ T oourtee Y_finto “the - picture. They ruied a&

e \
By lJuet:be‘--'e thie happened though twe had dieeueeed what. to
;do 1: 1t happen-s- ;1% would mean that the finances of the union.
: y -the striking miners,. If they continued-to.
g and the government they would need food: to
d.

- 0F= n ‘ : “TAI erg. A ‘number of eympathetio
dﬁfﬁﬁi‘renpeuaed-bo the cz}ﬁ"‘ Jaok and Fairbanks, who vere.

both—eotive unlon” members, | dhen), .therefore, | '

;ruied”and when; ‘as .we hg LG, . the, miners seemed ready to 1gnore
At weriioved zn£0~aot1.n.”ﬂwe ‘had i2gta of unions all over - the
-ofuntry - glréady, - i _.oipdulars advertising our plight;.

- Into’ ﬁhla work ocame Gbme - @ students of the university and -
;.even -~a1moet ageinst-thair wishes - the remaining few . etudente‘-
., of:-"the "W, P, and one other etudent member were the'chief:

- "11nks between ur looal, the Miner's ﬂelief Committee, and the -
‘University, | Ve made ocontaot with 8,W.2,'ers in Pitteb o,

‘?de~Tol and Detseit., A
""m rﬁ”"‘” of_:¢

- b ' - beyond - our 1maginat10n. :
N ~money, shoes, and food, The money, I think,-went far
: {beybndﬂ¥5 000 and the olimax of the food raising. egmp i
the: retter—truck—from-the Ford “1loo \
ent oommittee foy the miners had been formed .




: good work.

In.this action the 5,4, 7,
who are sald to have fallen befbre the invaslon of the newer
and small specles of animals-fho were qulck in their movements
and brighter in thei 8., Jhen we informed them that the
loocal press was getting ready to strike a blow at us, they
panicked and adviged retreat, Jiwen it turned out that we
defeated the local Labor—iiberai coalitlon, who had been out
gunning for us with #,3,I, agenta and all, the 5,4,Y, retreated,
then ocovered itself by pralsing us to high heaven.

the students of the «,P,, who had given us so much trouble
a year earlier, were literaslly driven, as a dog mlght drive
birds from the ground, into doing our bidding and flying against
their wills, All in all, in their political conditlon, it
probably settled in theéir minds once and for all that they would
quit playing at revolution and go beck to their teaching or thelr
homes in the suburbs,

lhe labor-liberel force, us organized in the Democratic
Lab r Committee, did all they could to destroy us. They had
already been severely hurt Dy us in the defense committee of a
f£4w months earller, Now they brought the local press, a preacher,
11 of the small bureauoratq of the local unions of the region, .
as well:as the F,8,I,, to undermine our work, In the end, they
%00, like the 8 w P had tc admit in private that we had done

uthe 'local, Orhon and Fairbanks emerged as solid members

i orgthe .organization - our organization, that is. What, they had .

aeen ‘done and the work that Shey had contributed had cleared
awdyjonece and for all the doubts and hesitancies that they had
bothsbeen- subJect 50y Jhck, on the other hand, who had been - . =
thecreal :public’ rigure in all this, had actually exhausted himw: .. -
selficin all ‘this, ' He had been fired from the mines and:he made.::
a fewifutile ‘efforts to find work in other uines,, When this ... v
proved too:difficult,; he finaliy left the region entirely making:.

'a bea-line straight for the Lewis bureauoracy of the Ohilo reglon.

Steve should be mentioned hare 1f only because he w111 appear'
onae -again inthis account and then for the last time, In this ., -
act vity ihe. straddled-the fence between our reliaf committee and '
the:ssmall town committee of the D,L, G. A8 _we_8 _ -
“timesol : tha nett event the Benxo

T.hg MLnez: 8. Paru

o n (\‘, -

The party that ve. had to oelebrate the whole experience .
was the:kind of :narty we had never had before and have not yet
‘been:able.to repeat, It.-was. held in a miner's home who had .
traveled on'the caravan for the comaittee solioiting food and

: mgney. Hie ramlly ‘wag a 1arge one and hia nife, his teen—age &jy_

L L L.
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daughters, his /oung boy, his wife's father; all were present,
Then there were the neighbors, wives, husbands, and bables: a
Negro miner and his wife; our people from town and from Pitts-
burgh; two 8,¥[P, 'ers from Vhio; a young Negro girl from town

vhom we brought: and several students from the University,

- Behind all tlr,ghatxg; and _talk and laughter ran the strains of
the musio of HYugoslavia! It was played by the children of a
miner who had hear t us and who had offered the entertainment
free! ‘He had a family of some twelve children, ranging 1ln age
from three all the way to nineteen, He had taught almost all of
them to play instruments and the music was the music of his :
homeland, Yugoslavia, Beer flowed freely enough and 1f anyone
had one too many no one seemed to notice 1t! everyone %as in
too high spirits to be nasty or bother with anyone that may have
been, Sy elevan or so, everyone seemed ready for more than just
isolated talk and chatter, GUpeaking began, with everyone sittiing
quietly and listening, and when the party finally broke up, the
friendships established tnero, the discussions held, and the
experiences exchanged remained with all present for a long time
afterwards,

e E "Sg&era;jbf?those‘mdners.Jo;ned us but when they attended _
;i /one-or:two méetings they no longer came again.to % _biore . and.
" 'mope the ailitant sounded lLike the Commifiists and.our-gwn meetings

“no-deubt-parmented-with Much of the fan o8phere,  dt—--
: o TN SRR

i e et e

6ssible situation,

n..  Vhen Dunne had: come down to spesk he admitted that he had.:.
-+ 50, 8eraprall of his.speech and speak off the cuff for the miners,
. .Hia: writter“speech’ had been too much directed to- the small time
. . bureaucrats and asplring workers of the S,W.P, and their~frlgﬁdéw

unions, He felt this and changed his speech to sult

-7 in.the big union | .
“the’miners, - Thé’ result was that he went over fairly well,. Cochran,
- ‘however, 'who o wn' not ‘Long after, stuck to his speech and— ,
Aiterally ruined usy* He-spoke in ‘his Ilorid manner, as though it ; -
‘Was thLS fOr WhicH he''really spoke - style for style's sake, - .. . | L=
;Aaar.ﬁgpgka;gﬁnb;ft_f faot ‘that the miners hardly responded to him, "
produced ‘mory and ‘more an almost-contomptuous look on his faoce, .. .

‘one--was:‘pleaged with the whole thing, - Was 1t an accldent, too, . -
¢-‘falt ‘that ‘he -liad %o :leave that very night to catch the . :
’sttaburgh,  we racedto make the bus, missed it at the..
“{Hen ‘raced ‘along ‘the highway to catch up.to 1%, stopped .
g 'week 'or two later, heard from him that Wwe were. all
boors %-becsuse we had not remeubered to give:rhim-five
s oarfare? < . . N e e s

Tﬂ;§bgé:ﬁhfﬁuéh;a-tremendoua,éxperiéhcefanééﬁéﬁiﬁﬁ
¥, all of ‘At was Deing systematically destre

‘oyedi* txoept for the few.uen who had gone through the 'relief .. .
.+ experience-with us- we. hadino-activity to speak of, More.and more
o .we felt ourselves being isolated from the community that we lived .
iR, 'Fairbanks and #gher, the last two remaining (Orhon and two '
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,;'r‘frioiale of. the local unions

of the other students had gone to Pittsburgh), led almost no
social Life toyetier, ve met once or twlce a month and perhaps
ged informally in botween put oth?rwise wa _more o Lesa

our. vparate ways,

debate was neld 1n ritthburyh betweén \veaver and{ Braver-
.Qf Uhio in_preparation for tie Lsao 5, W, Porehventiomi—

eNE-two nminers, wHO came up With rairban;s “and Asher heard_the
rather abstract debate - a g least so ‘Lt-seemed ~ th
one conclusion: ‘¥*his_peansg s: L" _They were happy about it,
They couldn't.stand-Uommunizts, (they said; -meaning; of" coursa,
the S,VW.?, <E§_aet the tone for the rest.of the-peripd. for us.h
From this timéT—tﬁEHT"ﬁﬁffI"fEE“p 44-1tB61F in August of 1961,

our main-concern-bécame an 1nta§ al one; ‘We-unconsciously
£

, ~to-the-day whenﬁgéguauld happen.and bovh our .
y! ing and our actions, were 6r less—oriented™ thaf’waxj'
s—BpLIT Tinally did come we -felt we had. been freed fr

& atranglehold and voulid once again be able to come~olose to
~the miners and une pecple of the oommunity. [

wag a great duy for ug, For one thing, throughout the
+ years of our existence ii the region, though we hed almost
from the very beginning been & local based on the ideas of the’
organizatlon, we had nevertheless remained part of the largenr
anwvdomlnating orzanizations, What
te. W, Y. ead—the - ow, we Were Tinally: .

0. Being in consgonance wiﬁh the larger organization ;‘;‘”

- *our own organization,

e 'J-Ilg__l_i_gx_'t_;._g;_';ty Yildoat Strike

Thia haa been dealt ﬂith extensively in other documents so
we will merely maha o few obaervutions hera, ‘ SRR Y

= ? 4 .
SE 0 1né;ga£har1ng, Some 5,000 men Were
- Ehroughout - 1t all we played & dominant role., The local
that ‘had initiated -the whole thing was a loocal-in which both
. Xyeadevs -and; panks - some of them, that 1s - knew us, Steve
Syae “the -president 'of the local and now our enemy, Jhe logcal
Vi fLeer ‘who spurred Steve to.%Sake the .action of oalling all-Ghe
other Locals was a young minexr, very close to us, ahrbanks\\
was: (probably . the ‘clearest rep esentative of the voios . of the
PN\ fank-and-file in:this strike Steve bYeoame the best and leadlng
A =tpresalon of-"the 'hesitancies doubta, ‘and fears-of the gmall
H« Thus, Fairbanks-and . 8teve, wWho,
ad both been so close in our small local, Were now etpreasing,g

"" ‘different gtrata of the miners and in strong opposition o one

“. another, Surelv we had ‘come ‘a long way from the days of the N
‘~dominanve ‘of :gollege students and ‘wild rides through the hills.. -

- %6.néw, when, hardly a major:action of the miners. gtarted,’ ﬂmt -
-*‘two c.Loaa ’fr:Lenda - 'or enemies - bodsne dmlx Lavolkbdie.s o

"-'-'"73-" 3= - : ot - 14 -




'~ Wweaknesaes,

. 1ife

Further, 1t was this atrike which broucht before us - or,
rather, we began to see mors cleurly - the 11l-type-of-person;
the white, rank-and-file, production worker, bJespite, too, the
urging of the organization, we did very poorly indeed with this
type. AU present we are close to another of this type and as with
Bili so too with Tom, we face one of our most serious challenges,

The thing about the S8ills and Toms is that they move in a

circle of friends that 1s quite different from that of the trade-

union oirecle, Yhe immediate cirocle is close, well-knit, and small,
Urinking, gambling, or sports seem to Le one of the elements of the
group, <‘he other, of course, 1s that they are not in the least
lopressed with all the hubbub of the unionists - except in strikes,
They seem to be extremely sensitive and the smallest sign of opp-
oaitlon or indifference to their way of 1life meets with their
Tinally being impossible to contact, However, though their imm-
ediate group may be asmall, they move in hundreds of them and know,
like bill, many others of their kind, It is not literature, as
such, which draws their interest, but the way of life that they
see, which may or may not quite suit them, Urawing them out,

geems to be a patient and slow process at this point, This we have
not yet learned to do, :

Ever since the '50 atrike most of our aoctivity and social 1iife

- were bound with this small mining town some ten miles off from
‘town,  We had not really been-aotive in the Run since the Defense
Comnlttee of '49 and this towh had taken 1ta place for us, A few.
lmonthe - after ‘the atrike, the mine around which the town had been =
‘built-olosed . down. permanently, Almost all of our friends had to "
~ leage to-find work elesewhere, wost of them went to Ohio, It lett.
- U8 practigally without friends once agailn and the shutdown hurt '
ug 0o, > But we think it helped us sée more ¢learly some of our =

o .

£_the iine Fields . 7 .
Mhile a1l the union activity had helped us go deep into the -
.fe of the miners, it alsc sesmed to take us further away from:
the really. deep.revolutionary atrata of the miners and the comme:".
;unity,umﬂowever'big_these‘aotipna, few of them involved ‘the ‘vomen,

- ’thé younger Negroes, etc, These, sc far, have remained. in the - '

*. -background of much of the union asctivity, The result, often, was
- that our.cloageness to the activists meant a certain amount of

‘allenation.from the deeper layers, ,
.-Tékéﬂaéﬁfdagén.dkample of thie, He had toured the states on

“the relief committea, We had held a wonderful party at his place,

jff_jwhat aloof from us, It seemed obvious that she often wondered” . -

He had introduced us to many other friends of his,  In many waye

" he was indispensable to us. But for all that he was a tyrant to

his wife and somewhat oontemptuous of the raenk-and-file of his -

- -own:local, - Yow Wwe oun see that when some of the ranks saw this, '

.jheyiofxeneaccledutc:uc.n;st;wifa,~though‘rribhdly}ﬁiﬁhazhbdﬁaomeé*"

r
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what we could see in this man who was often so unconcerned with
her needs and those of the family, S

., Lt should be noted here, in fact, that Bob's conduct was
not entirely unique. 5o many of the other miners that ¥ csnma
into contact with seemed to iwve the same relatlion with theip
families, The woman's business was the home and the kidgs:
the man's,work and the union, Habit and convenience seemed
to hold them together rore than anything else, Unlike the big
clties and the larger industrial areas, the woman cannot go
finding a Job 8o easily in the mine reglion, Not infrequently
then, when a serious clash develops between her and her husb-
and, her only recourse is to go back to her relatives or her
friends, 8o that with these shifts and changes, the miner's
family often has Little rescmblance tao the one in the book,

He may be married to a second wife vho 18 caring for the kids
of his first and they, if they are old enough, may sometimes
have "lilegitimate' kids of their own, Uccasionally they may
be also rearing someone éize's child for one reason or another,:
4nd, in the background, nay be a grandfather or some other
inel .kégertainly this was true of Fob and it was also true

1. .p&!ﬁ r_a.whole list of others that sould be nmsed,.

And, yet 1% would be a mistake to think that the women, did
not wield ‘their power in the various struggles of the miners, E
" For most of the time, though; this is largaly indirect, There
.are.consgtant mishaps in the mines and often explosions, Une .-
© woman_neighbor we knew related that when a really hig explosion - -
« . oscurred in ‘the mine in which her husband worked, i% was she
- Who ‘threatened to leave the house unless he left the mines, .
. ‘He 1e¥t, * No doubt this sort of thing goes on during a strike .
~.period and, for that matter before, As a general rule, it~ =
‘would seem that the women are indifferent or pssslve to the
.Birikes that the miner's carry on. To keep a certain amount
- of_ harmony in the family and to make sure that his wife COO0pP=
- erates with him during a strike and doesn't sabotage his efforts,
-the miner has to give or find good motivations for the strike, -
: Iggghor;,,her;indifferunce i8 not simply indifference but a- = -
v 8pur, %o her husband to go deeper into the heart of the things -
that both feel and desire, . . T

- In fadt, perhaps one of the reasons that the local has
not moved as 1t might have 1s due to this whole question of -
the women, . 'hough there 1s quite a gup between the miner and
hia wife, the overdll 1imits of the life of the oosl fields
~aleo ’brings them Very close together, It.means, then, that
though: the woman 18 often in the background of our reiation _ ‘
with. the miner, she is there nonetheless and she is evaluating-
‘u8 Just the same, If she 1s sympathetic to us, then even if:- -
ihachushand san't too excitsd about us, things will move 'easily, -
. If she 18 600l %o us, then it becomes difficuit, They have to':
t t. Bee the relativea, or don't Llike perties, or this 1s too. S
- "rgdical, eto., eto, :




Mention has already been made of the two Negro women of the
oarty days who playsd so importunt a role north of here, Danzig,
the wife of the first leader, played a most active role in tha
formation of the loecal, 4nd when her husband began to wasken,
she continued as a veritable powerhouse of strength and confidence,
A non-party woman, #ssher's Wife, also was quite important to the
local, Bhe contributed money, maturity to the local and 1its
members, At times her Judgenenta and her sense of people ware
far superior to those of ths group, &ost recentiy, we have found
that the most sympathetic to our reading material have been the
women, 8o that though this i1s largely & man's area, in the sense
that there 1s almost no work for women exocept as housewives, maids,
waltresses, they have been all important fo the direot_work of the

Local, B s el L7

i

@ the Wwomen, the WNogro has pilayed §E’cont1nua1 a role in
the work of the Local that it is aimost unecessary to make a
8peclal point here, 8t1ll a few taings might be suid, Hgg:n%a
havq’a;ways besp — nmembera Q*EQ%I55211415y&7*0r"1n“ he
-perfphezy _as ﬁ?day. During the strike ao itles, they did not
“8eem ~ Ilke-thE Women - too involved with us, We' think this is
-due to the fact that much of the strikes were run by higher layeris:
the “lower layet's, like the women and the Negroes, have not yet
found the strikes quite as profound as they would like, The

- Pesult was that Just at these Yoritiocal' times, 1t seemed we

moved away from the Negro periphery around us,.
. our independent axistence-1t-is.the kind _of--problem -
-thgtihggjcqnoernq_xua“mqre_ggg“gggg;, Except for the Seniority
'¥ilddal there have—been-no major actions of any importance, Our
Y, therefore, in this past year and a half or so, has

~oonsisted largely of (1) our internal existence; (2) our-relations
%o individuals and small groups, Of course, sinoe Fairbanks is
active in‘'the union local, the problems of the local have algo -
- Played some part in our discussions but far less than they did

© .. 'In one way, this last period has been somevhat reminiscent
_or?our‘early:bgglnnihsa.' e have sought to find not merely:those
- who were aotive in the union but algo those who were drawn to our .
- idees and activities without regard %o their strict social poslite
ion, ‘Ae in the baginning ao too now!: oup friends are of many . -
types, =~ S - B
Recent Astivity ' VN
At . Liret our activity was oentered around Oorre onoe, \
éere cautious, perhaps ~caytious, and ws let. LoRX
=y it. ‘“hoir rdasponse'was not the kin 80pooi}
o —4ihey 11 hia or that about the paper but ¢
did"not seem to draw them out very much, We




lnoreased our bundle in hopes that a wider distribution might
~2ind-mors sympathetic readsrs., This 1lsd nowhers 4in pariiowlar -
and to all intents and purposes the paper here 1s practically
& dead l1ssue, A part of this, asher feels, has to do with
~the fact that 1% 1s mimeographed and as such has a very Limited
appeal: the published poper, he thinks, will make all the diff-

erence in the world,

. At agbout the tine when'fhé paper was bpginning to lose
.1ts importance in the local, came Ppoject B opened many
doors to us, It also created g favy

Perhaps the biggest was that thé Wegro miner friends we
‘had given 1t to, who had been in on it from the very beginning,
failed to move it with ani of the speed and wideness that we
had thought they would, % 18 8t%till a question as to why this
1s 80, JYart of the provlem is made more complicated by the
faot that one Negro miner, of alumost chance acquaintance in
another town, has done more with 1% than theése friends of
many years, . o ‘

It should be noted here Tor what it is worth that Asher
~.-has all the time there. 18 to give to our work, Fairbanks is :
on the afternoon shift s0 nis time is quits limited! weckends
are about the only time he has to really do work, In any '

.. - -case.the.wain burden of the work falls on.the two of us, - .
. Further;, the mine community 1s.spread far and wide and, exoceph. -
.in major:strike struggles, general mobillity i3 narrow, - ‘hese
-may.;be or may not be.of much importance but they are oonsid- -~ |
-.eratlions that.do set the mine fields off 'from other areas, . They
- .may-help.explain some of our difficulties here, S
.1z 88111, B heiped us to break out oY the ifaolatlon we had

been in.for some time, It WRS prabebiy the main factor that =
made ;posyible the sudden sbeidl-avt igzﬂthatyfblloweﬁ{j

_ynonBeginning .a. short time before Christmas of last year
;éﬂggh&ﬂganﬁinfqrmal‘partﬁlofza few pedple who had known'and
i ¥

B BxXoept for ths one.,égrb.WQrkinﬁ olass girl, the redt

Y/.u8 . Were all of the University, ohe Negro .girl and the rest
.Whits, malé and female, . (Falrbanks was the other exception °
‘hefey ‘though he too, before his mining, had come from the = -

. University,) the mein part of the evening dealt with a .
‘-digcussion on B, Everyone sesmed to have had such a good time -
-.that we had still another party a week later, To those that™ -
me. Lo, the. earlier one, thore were four more, all white and

s Bhat came to this one, This second party, unlike
dealt. with _no politigs-or-bapke,——I At '8 'a
whether 1t obild-be-ocalled party! i1t ¥mg’ .
L-FHad._or neard of Soy—ine-party itaeli; bhough;
s ad\\—-...-,..__,..;__—a)-‘—n Ll ’




 *.;§6qedhe'th a bunch of biues records to dance %o,  Dancing was. the

was a Wonderful success and nc one seemed ready to leave, Lt
moved from lListening to musio, to.aoting on the tape, to idle
chatter and jokes, and, in general, to doing what each liked %o
do. Ythe party was a natural,

.1t was at this point tnat we began to feel that “something
was hapyening".-and-instead of leavinz She next party to chance we
decided\ (Fairbanks and sasher) to have a broader one, better
planned. and with ocur worker frisnds present, Some two weeks
later we¢ held the third party, ©This party was different from the
others in many ways, In the first place miners were present at
it, the firstu time, white and Negro, Yhelr was an almost equal
balance between the miners and the intellectuals, Here, tooc, we
had some fresh music! a miner accordionist played his polkas
and popular tunes for us, <The main activity here was danoing,
The Negro girls who had been present at the £irst two parties
were ungble %o come to this one,

One incident of the party tint everyone noticed has %o be
related, Two of the Neyro miners brought a friend of theirs who
knew 1little about us, He got drunk and kept making.a pass at ally
the wdmggbéréﬂéaﬁ_iﬁéi_ﬂﬁéte, intellectuals - none of. the-wives
~of-tha miners were presens), There was no. scghe-1%ut the Negro
himgelf "kept thinking and aoting as though others were 'arbitrarily
speaking against him because he was making these advances.and...:. . = .
becalise, he ‘was Negro, We left it up to the women to take care.of . -

themselves and by and large everything went weil,

, The incident is related mainly to 1lLlustrate how different-

the party was from the first two, The miners, including the one . .. -
.who had gotten drunk, said they had had such a good time that they . -
rressed for another party, this one to be held in the Hun, The: S
studentes sald they had a good time but it wgs not said -with the W
same: type of spirit with which they spoke of the eariier ones, - —
.One, however, did say later that this party had "opened his eyes',
-Presumeably this meant opened his eyes to the importance of the

so0lal question in his tife, to which he had in the past seldom:

gilven, any epecial importance,

.. Hot 'quite & month after this the party in the Run was held,

.- 4¥his was in January of this year. It marked a return to the Hun
‘ginge; the. days of the Defense Committee of '49, But it was also
the first, time in all the time. that we had been in the whole .area

- that we.had had a party in'the Run, %he key figuresg in:this were o

. the Negro miners who worked with Fairbanks, and Fairbanks himself, ... & ;.
They found the place, worked it up, ete, Most of the -students we i
knew_fhad ‘left town becuuse it was between semesters, Unly two‘of
them were present, Fittsburgh was present with one of .their Negro
girl friends, ¥rom the Hun itself were some eight miners,:whioch =
inoludes their wives, <“he accordianist again played for us but .

rdata s s e e Ml e m A AL Nl estdnn D des T sem w tbmames! S man S ma s mm o P

. Jllll.-hﬂ VRO, [1diD: lUUDLWG WQAVID © qu-l. UG LA UY THLWUWTD T WOL O dii T WLWMTL TSI T T T
""'main activity, The party started very slowly and finally pilcked
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up toward late in the evening, Une of the key miners, who

‘had been to the earller one, had expressed his desire that
‘There De speaiking ail the party. Achsr.spoks and dealt with the
1imited theme of mirxding ia the ilun, No one seemed to think wvary
much of the impromptu speech and 1% was even strongly criticized
by Pittesburgh. Falrbanks also spoke and 1% was felt that he dic
a better job. & brief remark by danzig who said that she had
been glad to see tmo of the dNegro girls present me$ with the
most fuvorabie responases. Good or bad, the aspeeches were soon
followed by the first real sign of spirit: - everybody was
dancing and the cliques around the walls practically vanished,
No one feit that this party 'was & howling success! 1% had
ploked up %too silowly and had ended too soon, The miner whe had
been mostly responslble for 1t felt, however, that 1% was a
beginning and that in tiuwe, ho said, it would Dbe impossible to
hold another party in tiwe pluce because of tne huge orowds
anticipated,

All in all, tiis series ol pariles were the first we had
held since the Laat bigs.one of the 'S0 strike, One of the big
problems we have had to struggle With as a result of them 18
the question of the relation of the organization %o-them, One
thing that we are quite certain of and that is that thay should
not -be nor have they been like the Partlea that we used to hold
in ‘the old organizatlons where the "1ine" -was hammered in one
"aubtle" form or another, Un the other hand, now we often feel

‘that what 1s being held 1s simpply a party for the sake of &=
party, . o -
“: y:Letwus. qualify that last point somevhat, though, Certainly -
. Ancthis reégion the mere combination of white and Negro and wozker
and inteilectusl is not usual, Perhaps the "organizstion® = -
. .exists~in ‘that 1t nakes. it possible to bring together these
© -, otherwise ‘alien elementa? o S '

, at the time of’ thélepiit from

S s
g viifje and his baby were present at ow’

¥y wids. " When we.apliﬁ;f;iﬁjthe'b.H.P.‘minera o
were agaln presenti\a -deliberationaif 1961, Throughout, then,. "
L satratlliour-turning points miners huve been—pPesent 3y 'y
. <the sohool that we held «lso aad a miner present;
:ﬁ@;nprs'haverheép‘present,atfmost of the turning f the .
#organization, the organlzation, as the history of this looal has
. . :shown,:has also been present in all the recent turning points -
‘¢rof’ the-miners. ~'Yne marriage has been a happy one, though not '~
' always; an easy one, o o

HEE met

o At present, the locgy is, undergoing another one of 1%8 =
odiffioutt moments. ‘he pé s and B have made this clear, The -
organization:as a whole, dourse, hes also helped to underdccre -
. this, Yhe mein reason fop-the diffioulty, perhaps, is that our” |
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past activity in the life of the U,u,,, while it helped integrate
us more than before also served to remove us from the conatant
gource of deap revolutionary drive of the third Layers, of the
Negroes and aspecially the Negro wonen, the wowen, the youth, and
the young, militant, but inactive union members, the rank-and-file,
Even, in fact, when we came and come into contact with such types
our relations with them i8 too often formed by the prejudices and
habits of the union type of member und activity. The plenum report
atates: “Yet on this issue fundamental class attitudes are involved,
I repeat, .the future of the organization in theory and practice
must rest upon the impulses that come from the third 1ayer.! To
express, to find, and to work boldly with this layer near the
organization has been difficult for the local, It is too much
permeated with the attitudes of the garden type of trade union
activity to see or fully understand or work out 1n practice the
meaning that here class attitudes-are involved.
Pake, as one example, The J 3 the Universlity - let
ﬁg}ﬁone-thoae of the high schoolf, ‘lie elped found the local, . They
o

iped in the miner's striue gf '49 and '50, ‘hese were not,
embers; it is to be noted, Juet friends, political and personal,
In this recent periocd of o independent existencs, they have been
- most-sympathaetic to the parties that we have held. They, however,
seldon seem.to respond to & line, the tendenoy of the unionists .
among us,” dut real wWorkers and Ne nd wo . houses.
wivég draw. a trémendoug responsg.from them, With these satudents, Lo
we vaolllatd between giving them & Tine, a program, theory, the:r ~~:'- ~
plan and:.on the other hand, of having a good time, mixing with. . .-
ordinary peopte, etc, If they fail to respond. fully as we woulid
hope ian't is because they sense in us the split churacter?

... There was the case with B, where the neighbor of a neighbor
1iked 1t very much, JYhere was no immediate follow up aa there
should have been, while some of the less interested ones were
pursued, simply because they were close %o the union and the
place of work,

.. The most glaring case was that of the miner who attended our
school, . the follow up wes weak -and timid and lengthy, Is it any
 wonder that he doesn't respond fully to us while he 1la very much
" goncerned with the letters of our friend from Detroit who has
written to him from miles away? This miner 1s not active in the
union -but the central faot that he came to the school, was very
responsive to B, ssems to have had less importance than that he
i3 npot active in the union and 18 not as articulate as the
expaerienced union members, Yet this worker, given our politics

and o tion, Ate insistence on the creative impulses of

. thiggfégxenf>could davelop into a personality far exceeding
77 those e present, fast talking unionists,

""" It 4 not the intention at all tc make a case here against

the unions and the unionists, It is rather this! that the revol-
utlon has come to be thousht of nere too often as olosely allied
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- with the trade union movement. This has blinded us, in fact,

TU\JAY  to “the vevolution breaking out infpersonalities all over the
' plaoe, ‘ \m;_gzzﬁji;

) . ‘Fupdemental olass attitudes are involved" (our emphasis),
It 18 'at the basis of our difriculties, . ;

But diffioulties or no, it is clear that more is required
o meet them now than merely Fairbanks ang~hshg£__gho»haxgh
‘been at this without anyone else now for gelmost-threa yeard,
Ve are known throughout the-region and have ourselvea, no
doubt, fallen into a too outin?)Wey of doing things, Except
for strike pericds, the smad, s of the region and the mines
make 1t difficult to funotlon freely. Certainly "new blood®,
thoge who have nhed a dirfferent axperience, eto,, wWill help
to overcome soue of the more obvious-obstacles, You who read
and discuss this, ponsider what part you might play in a local
and reglon such as this, Congider, too, what types are needed
here, Bear in mind, further, that while housing is no problem .
Toat thewgreaent, Jobs are, The mines are the maln occupation _
here, - There 1s a faupet factory, two or three glaass factories, . .
. and: one:shirt faotory that will hire women, though at present ...
“thsge are somewvhat slow, " Then, of agourse, there 1s the poss- -
~ +ible*work that any town will have of oclerks, cabbies, eto, - .The
¢, undversity -1s:also a'maln source of employment. Finally, there. .
-Jesatlarge-:chemiocal plant here, All of- thess are slow and = = . P
( : ¢at present,-ig falriy olose to being on the oritical. ..
-as . employment.goes,  3till, as one miner said to -
sekaf?”theugood times, when people start %o




VOLUME XIII. RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA, C.L.R. JAMES AND GRACE LEE (BOGGS):
PHILOSQPHIC CORRESPONDENCE, 1949-1951.

Introductory Note

This new addition to the Raya Dunayevskaya Collection consists of 15
unpublished letters between Raya Dunayevskaya, C.L.R. James, and Grace Lee

(Boggs), written from February, 1949 through January, 1951. It was during
this critical period, marked on the one hand by the outbreak of the Korean

War, during which the SWP was, once again, following the Russian line; and
on.the other hand, the general strike of the Wast Virginia minexs in which
Dunayevskaya was very active, that the Johnson-Forest Tendency made a de-

cision £o, once and for all, end its stay in the SWP.

Among the final documents handed in to the SWP's 1950 convention was
State-Capitalism and World Revolution, written by Dunayevskaya, James and
Lee. This document included, for the first time anywhere, even in the
. existence of the Johnson-Forest Tendency, a section directly on philosophy.
That section, however, centered on contradiction, whereas the philosophic
letters between Dunayevskaya, James and Lee which preceded it had concen--
trated on the Absolute Idea.

The correspondence included ‘in this additiom to the collection beging
. with Dunayevskaya's translation of Lenin's Philosophic Notebooks -~ their

. flrse appearance in Engliah == and her accompanying notes on them in Feb-

"7 puary and March 1949, . The letters on the Absolute Idea stop by September,

f,f‘1949, ‘when. Jameés says that he will work out its ramifications. He never
~ddd,: and the subsequently-written section on philosophy in tate-CaEitalism

“’“and Wbrld Revolu:ion does not even go as far as the letter.

i Dunayevskaya, however, makes two totally new, concrete propositions on
‘the basis of the letters.: First, that a worker be invited to participate in
gthe discussions of the work-in-progress then titled "Marxism and State-

: capicalisn". (These discussions are already included in the Collection., See.
.-Y6éL. VI, See. IL.) And second, that Lenin's Philosophic Notebaoks, along .

."yith the self-activity of the American workers, represent the ground from

'fwhich the new book was to develop. Henceforth, any economic analysis, even
‘one which viewed the world as state-capitalist, but which did not see Hu-

manism as its tevolutiopary opposition, would remain ecopomis
onery p&yswp Lo th\%w?«t /yg’/-z,sM’
It was to_ caﬁzutﬁ;ee hree years, and the impact of Stalin's death for ’]

Dunayevakaya “to return to fhe study of the Absolute Idea,. and finally &f
achieve a breakthrough that established Marxist-Humanism as movement from
practice that is itgelf a form of theory. (See her 1953 letters to Grace T
Lee (Boggs), Vol. VI, Sec. I.) Only after that philosophic leap, and only, &ﬂ4ﬁﬂ“ -
after the creation of a Marxist-Humanist tendency, was "Marxism and Stace-% ig
Capitalism"’ published as Marxism and Freedom in 1957, taking its impulge from .
the East German workers' revolt againsr Communist tocalitarianism and the ‘
American workers' battle against automation. The 1953 events and the pub-
1ication of Marxism and Freedom did not, however, complete the development of " . [/
the Absolute Idea for today. Rather, it remdined for Philogophy and Revolucion e
;uri::an under the impact of the near-revolutions of 1968, to bring to :hcir o
" éulminacion the studies on Hegel's Absolute Idea, begun more than Lty

years before. ‘




. Letters Inciuded in Vol. XIIT

... 1. Peb. 18, 1949. Dunayevskaya to James.

on Lenin's notebooks on Hegel's Science of logic. (Doctrine of Being.)

2. Feb. 25, 1949, Dunayevskaya to James.
on Lenin's Notebooks on Logic. (Doctrine of Essence.)

March 12, 1949. Dunayevskaya to James.
on Lenin's Notehooks on Logic. (Doctrine of Notion.)

‘May 14, 1949. Dunayevskaya to James.
on "circumstances surrounding” Lenin's Notebooks.

' May 17, 1949. Dunayevskaya to James.
on Lenin and the "actualization of the dialectic proper."

Maf 18, 1949. Dunayevskaya to Lee.
on.Lenin's Materialism and Empirio-Criticism.

uafizo (7), 1949. James to Lee.
on Lenin's Materialism and Empirio-Criticism and the Philosophic

‘ybgehooks.

5527, 19495 —Discusston oges; Jaies and Lee.

"!Jqﬁgﬁg;,194§. .Duﬁayevskaya to James.

" on Lenin's Notebooks on Imperialism.

"Juﬁ§f;0, 1949, James to Dunayevskaya.
=;;£i:st‘fesponse to the correspondence thus far.

'EJuﬂe'IB,.1949; James to Dunayevskaya.

" ‘on Lenin's Notebooks and the perilod 1914~1923.

June 19 (?), 1949. James to Lee. :
‘;¢n‘Lanin'h method and the method of this correspondence.

3. June 20, 1949. Dunayevskaya to James.
‘on the Logic, Marx's Capital and the new stage of capitalism

"'_Qjﬁﬁp‘ZA, 1949. Dunayevskaya to James.
“f,iqn:;he‘article_for Marcuse~-notes.

15 June 28, 1949, James to Dunayevskaya.
on the article for Marcuse--notes (continued).

June (?1;'1949. James to Dunayevskaya.
on abstractions in Lenin's thought.

' ﬁf3d1§f2, 1949, James to Lee.

";on.abstractioné in Lenin's thought.

S,

o
718." July S, 1949. Lee.to.Jnme;ifhhﬁ“
.~ on.sbstract and comcrate in Lenin.




20.

21.

22,

"3- ..L—'
July 5, 19249, James to wiliiam G. D‘
on conversatlons with Novack and articles in progress.

July 6, 1949. Dunayevskaya to James.
on Lenin before and after 1914; on monopoly.

July 9, 1549. Lee to James,
on Lenin and Bukharin; the Taylor system.

July 15, 1949, James to Lee.
reply to letter on Bukharin.

',Jﬁly 20, 1949. Dunayevskaya to James.

on Lenin 19L4-1917.

- July 29, 1949. Lee to James.
on Lenin 8 thebooks on the logic.

- August 16 1949. Lee to Jzmes,
on Hegel'a cacesoriea of Univeraal, Particular and Individual.

‘5-August 25 1949, James ‘to "everybody“ .

fon Lee 8 letter of Angust 16, 1949.

August 29, 1949.: James to Lea.
further comments en Lee's letter of August 16, 1949,

August 30 1949. Dunayevskaya to James. .
on Lenin's approach to dialectics: 1900-1902; 1908; 1914-1916.

Sepcember 4, 1949. Lee to James. .
on’, Hegal's Logic. Doctrine of Essence and "the revolt".

_,——‘—'—-—-

'nuary 30, 1950. Dunayevakaya to James,
a plans Eor Capital.

January 24, 1950. Dunayevskaya :gﬂffféé;)
hia. atuc .

Dunayevskaya to James,

~on heé miners' strika and Marx's writings on

-Dunayevskaya to James.

n:r‘ of cagual. ]

thinking Kautsksian',




