'REB Meeting of May 8, 1984

I, The 49-50 Yamphlet as a Totality, and Quates for going
to Press; II. Ramifications of Center's kove to Chicago, as
it Affects NY and Bay Area; III, Draft Convention Report on
News & Letters by Eugene ;3 IV. Ongoing Activities; V. G&w

Raya then presented the additions that’
‘had been made to her section and our proposed overall title, in whiéh
‘We  were. frappling with how to make it not "past” -but 1980s, and how’
‘hot to divide the two different sections but make sure they were seen .
as ohe immediately. What we had come up with, and would like sugges-
t;ons about within a week is-this:

THE COAL 'MINERS' GENERAL STRIKE OF 1949-50
AND THE BIRTH. OF MARXIST—HUNANISM IN THE U.S.

0 A missing Page of Amer;can Labor History
) odo 7 Ty “Andy Phillips T
0 The Emergence of a New hovement from Pracpice

That is Itself a Form of ﬂheory
' by Raya Dunayevskava

_ ‘rn indicated where a new paragraph was added to
3y -atithe point where RD says she asked CD to come-
a“discussionifollowing the news of Stalin's death. In th
RD: reports how CD recalled the chapter he had writte
(weWould here have a fin, to IH and IHABWJ)  and
i8fons ‘there had been intensified by his run~in with ‘his
when the ‘miners had come to ask for aid. . (Raya’
tant for us to note that not a single word. of
on or attitude to the miners' relief committee appeared in
Hy-'which the Johnsonites had edited.) :
. ‘ Sheé- then read the

Wwipases: she’ had ‘added to the’ very last section (a copy of whic
5 to. 'each locéal) which is now called "The Birth;of'a
imar for Our Age:. ‘ 1776
-xand. which. takes up not only ‘the pathway from 9‘
958y but M&P to P&R, and from P&R to. RLWLKM FR
thi : ctly. .from our 1984-85. Perspectivea Drafte
There are two oxher subheadings, as well,; ‘ : [

2oaata
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. : : _ R fGenerally, I
speak at the end of a major report about the form, = 8 time I want
to speak about only one point and that is where Eugene said he had
not yet worked out the last part. I consider the question of Theory
Practice as the unique characteristic of the whole N&L paper, of
each writer and not just the columnist of Theory/iractice. - I be-

‘lleve it is our weakest point. It is definitely both the most diffi-
cult to work out and the least understood, much less dialecticallz R
practiced. One of the events of the past which you may not know is
that every one of the intellectuals ~~ and I'm referring to those
who did sympathize and even helped supfort N&L -- opposed the Two

Worlds column, It wasn't only Johnsonism that opposed my serious

~analyslis of the Berla purge for the very first issue of Correspon-
dence where I predicted that Khrushchev, not halenkov, would replace
Stalin.,) No, that type of attitude characterizes all intellectuals.
They wish to discuss theory only among intellectuals (and without
diving down too far) and "popularize"” for the masses. When I esta-
blished as a principle that & workers' paper was to be where theory/

. practice were brokan down and ingisted +that if intellectuals were
. serlous: about theory they not only had to submit to a critique by
‘. the rank and file but had to begin where the masses were by contri-
buting the highest kind of theory to illuminate, not "popularize",
the objective situation Marxistically, they all weni the other way. -
when it comes to ourselves, we geem to all agree. In fact; how=

“we"do.not work hard at theory and keep taking it for eranted -
' ting conclusions-can be-called theoretic developments: ' - -
86, we Portray activity as if 'that is theory. Theory is &

rd  tagkmaster. Taking it for granted instead of goling through
bor; patience; suffering of the negative” is what makes 1% .. ..
project “the-uniqueness of RLWLKM, the whole body“of+ideas-.of:
gt<Humanism, the trilogy.of revolution, the challenge to posi~ .
x harxists, It-is'this which needs further serious developmient,
Ay in ‘the new home of N&L: Chicago, We had better begin to:
“the convention; whether it is for N&L's further ‘devilopment . -
he ‘projection of the new collection of WL essays, or for bring- -
it into all of our activities.




“‘ay o 9 ' '1984 [P R '_.}".‘.:“ -

o The great news abou% the pamphlet on the' 194950 Miners.
.General Strike is that we can finally be very concrete. Firat of gll,
the pamphlet was presented to the REB as a totality this time,
proposed title. (for which we would heed éungéations‘within a.week)

iss A_19808 View L
THE COAL ‘NINERS' GENERAL STRIKT OF 1949-50
. AND THE BIRTH OF MARXIST-HUMANISM IN THE U.S.

0 A Miesing Pape of Amerlican Labor History
by Andy Phillips
0 The Emergence of a New Fovement from Practice
That is Itself a Form of Theory '
' " by Raya Dunayevakaya '

"

.. The REB.-diacussion needs to.be read in full to get -
the thrust as a toldlity as reflected in the attitude of the REB. -
Eugene .and Mike summarized the smsence of ‘thig-attitude whéen Eugene-
- ¢escribed. Andy's account ag an exciting example of "historic narra-.
. tive! that historians will have & great. deal to learn from. Mike . ..
.+ expanded -on. the,: tqtal uniquensse this pamphlet ‘will have because:of, -
... %he two authorg 'and the reiationghip: of the .two:gections, -and stress:
..ed the creative ways we. can-work with 'it, -inoluding the importance:.
ofithe 'North American Ilabor Higtary Conference in:Detroit thig .fall;

maﬂén@}Pﬁbﬂésélvthat~wasiunaﬁimbusly éccéptew < %o
1Qtﬁto;tha¢memdry of..Charles: Denby; -which:gains

-because. we: wiil.have - a8 publication date. the’ -
ﬁ1953*aa§theﬁf;nat,reydlt,from;under;Rusgign otal
as the firgt iwsue of Newg & Lotters.in -commémora:
th:Charles Denby ae.the new-Black worke ~editor,
The pamphlet will be .one of owr most bea tiful publica~’
‘colors, ..It will.cost us $3000. for 5000:copies; . and
v8 Andy was able to  report was.not only’ that.he -had bgen

mogt reasonable quote from:.a .prirter:-who knows us
£enerous contribution 0f-41000 from Frank :gpecifi-’
phlet, together with the monies contriuted for. it

ronvention, will almost fully pay for it at’ thiag “time

‘such heavy extra expenses., . o T
;That the move of the Center is by no means .a matter. thi
11y Detroit and Chicago is clearly .shown in .the .fo Lowi,
Nty Both because of the importance of New York as ‘oulty;
d}haoauagyxevin‘will”bé_mov ng to the Center, the REB

't to strengthen New York in a way that would bri

ced and ‘éreative addition;wﬁRaya-had-under#gkepaa

with hary, Bay Areas, because of.her.cr ity

h‘:v*;tca:thaﬂweatfcaasa*aﬁfﬁﬁliTEﬁi'.
~involved in moving once pore;  which’ 1d:
oncrete 1984-85 philosophic-organizational -
ponge -of kary, who never took the -

| the question o
{: Yas expressed also in her formulations ¢
10 f0- anywhere once my bag is packed." ' . "Naryls Y
response. have been ment to the NEBs on both East and W
Yo dlascuss with their locals, Copies will be sent ‘no
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T e The main report, of eourse, to the REB last night was

Eugene's report on our paper, News & Letters -- which was both a pre-
liminary view of what he wisliei to present to the Convention, and
what he wished to contribute to the special pre-convention bulletin:
on N&L. It is reported briefly in the enclosed REB minutes, and will
be published more fully in that discussion bulletin which will be
going to press very soon, : )

] , iNow . that the May issue of N&L ie off the press, Eugens
ig headed for Chicago, where he will give the Perspectives presenta-
tlop and practice being a Chicagoan. '

: : The international correspondence continues to be quite

- broad and important whether it is from East Eurcpe or West Germany
regarding the Gramsci-Luxemburg conference; or whether 1t is all the
vway from India where the correspondence between Neda and Pllar con-
tinuesltordeapen;j'fThe most exciting objectively, however, comes
- hot in correspondence but from the Christian Sclence Norltor of April

16, where it was reported -that the Black writers in South Africa hawe

started their' own Skotaville Publishing house with thet most distino-
tive declaration’that it is for writers "with a purpcse" and that that .
purpoge is "for liberation."  They also issue a magazine.glgggég .
- The firgt.issue was banned at once.” We are doing cur best to obtain

7 a-copy-and make live'contadt with them. "Indeed, I am acquainted with

‘- with ‘some ‘of thé- leaders. ' Lou will devote the next issue of his
<-Black World column to it.

co 7 Finally - (the REB did, finally, adjourn),Neda reported
three new pamphlete E&A has just produceds 1)"Intellectuals in-the
Age . of State Capitalism” (Raya's early critique of Herbert Marcuse's
Soviet arxigm);i.2)"The Paris Commune”(includes a. translation of .. " "
Chapter:6 of M&F 'and ‘éXcérpts from'Marx on the Faris Commune) i and
J)!The' Revolutiohary Kurdish Movement" as seen in the pages of E&A, .
The:covers are-especially beautiful -- and Neda reported they were

contributions ‘from”their” newsst members.

;"ﬁ“;ﬂi%hﬁwﬁféilbtter_YOu will have also thé igsue of N&L . .

which carries our ‘Pei'spectives Draft Thesis. I hope it means you are -
preparing -your "loeal ‘discussions on it, as well as all your ihdividual
contributions. to’ the bulleting, Next week the REB will take up the . = .~
deadlinés for those bulletins. ' - -

. . . . "Y.Ot;r_‘?:.ln . ‘.'.‘. -
" . RAYA




ol4pped to 49-50 pamphlet)

6/20/84
Doer Mike -
This dual eeport of all that went on from below in
that great 1949-50 Miners Strike
as well as my "encobnters" with Hogel (35 lettiors

on that subjest) with VIL, the whole restructuring of MF, and, sbove all,

the birth of Marxist-Humanism dn the U.S,

should interst you enought to wish
t.o l.‘..d us in ite (the pamphlets) sales, projection and reviews =- don't you
thinlﬂ




... Dear_Andys y May 30,1984

. ohe more I thought of what we spoke of after REB re using ~ ]
. a pame,KD,~-and I'm glad you agreed with me that a name should :
definitely mot be used, but M-H should be usedébthe sore I decided
to write this not only on the subjesct we d1d agree ou, ut what
- we 414 not--re Nevada dooument. ‘ _

Here what is imperative, as alwsys, 18 concrete, and there
48 pothing oconorete that concerns the 1749-50 pamphlet 1n that ref,to
Nevada, even if CLR has menaged to republish ope alllion tines and 1t
48 getting mew publiclty. SG4WR that I suggested be used a8 adntrast
bet. J & RD is bothk ooncrete and telllna_ghjgg;j;g;x aB well as

~ ‘subjectively beceuse Miners' Strike doesn't enter and Philosophy 1s

\ phtlonophﬁtﬁnggg of movement from practice from which

" absented self, If you don't feel like using B8CWR, then just - o
stick to the pamphlet and actual philosophilc oategories there developed
end that 4i@ not include A.I. Yot and nesded both an actusl outbtreak -
. in more Shan one place, oountr; or industry, and in soy case it was
done. actual cutbreak, so that the anticipation came

}j,[t:ol-§8¢§réthlu§1ns Idea®™ where that hsd doth Marx and today's nupR
_;wtgg,. tﬁts'a¢.'l actions, : S

W here past 4oes enter and that om the high level.of the
1l us is, of ocourse, Harx..andxthat‘1gyyhg,1jsqsggg§
‘ " or-suoh "diremption” thst would slgnif
lue; rather thed from cld primoiples
jec _the new point of- Qe
: + 4nd of course. alon -With zore:objeative
{n- voth Eugene and Mike--=1s vhat to- 4o _now
“selling Like founders and ShexSEBslilyx

tation®

ubt if we get reviews we will have & chance.al
ess 1p preas, but, oh, how many dleappointucnte’v

IP®. -
.fxfdon!i.thaﬂklwaﬁlhould spend time on !onth

$ing it was the returning vets, youth then
: t we certaimly don't wish to creste any
‘that-early and of all taings on that questiob~--
beeti:laboring in that hell of a place’ and ‘were to:
‘thr}kq:qp-dculorlty.'rlnallx I am glad you slso...
e ‘in being opposed to the word, orthodox Harxlasts, v
pted to ligphfybu'neant.to say post-Marx Narxists. =
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