March 1, 1984

. ‘Dear’ Friends:

 Finally, the 19%49-50 pamphlet has réached the ‘point where ™ =~

we can begin to discuss an actual publicatior date. " The REB last
night heard, for the first time, the . form we now propose., You
remember that we had not come to any conclusion before as to whether-
“my’ section would be a Preface‘or an Appendix. The form we hdve now -
decided upon is stated in a very brief Preface by thé NEB, which Olga
hias drafted and which is enclosed. This shows that .the pamphlet will
have "two parts, which are-inseparable from-one another.® It contin-
uest "Part I =--'A Missing Page from American Labor History' is written
by Andy Phillips and other direct participans in thet historic strike.
Part II - 'The Emergence of a New Kovement from Practice -that is It-
‘gelf a Form of Theory' is written by Raya Bunayevskaya, chairwoman of
News and Letters Committees, who was a philosopher-activist in those” ‘
events." ’ o _ _ ‘ Co
o Andy, as you kriow, had - turned in his section early in Novem-
ter, but I have not worked out my part until now., Here is'the way it
‘beging: “The dialectic of the 1949-50 Miners' General Strike, as 1%
ag transformed from a Tewis-authorized strike that already had lasted -
e six months into a challenge ‘to John 'L, -Lewis himself, lald the ' "~
ound”for new ways of thinking." The ‘point is, as the very next: .
owWa at it is ndt only dialectical philosophy that gives ac-
n but philosophy itself also gaing"a new dimension
iners are doing and thinking.,®: % L.
question of methodology, concreteness;sequence. of:
8 a Universal:iin.’the Concrete. - Take theidatbs 4
e the miners voted to establigh a rank-a .16
ef committee, a motion which our conirades~had’ i
it, now that we have all the material befo
‘day, Feb,, 15, was the date of the first mee
k:that became M&F to which a worker was "invited
proposal I had-made for two néw’ vantage peintss -
ker and"2). Lenin's Philogophic Notebooks. - Bven
8@ es. of dates is the .date, March 14, 1950, wh
te: two letters -~ one to'C.,L,R. James al
‘the -Tendency, The letter to
on - the''spot..+in the Vvery latest 1e
s in the 1872 edition of'Capital was the
otnote on miners into the test itgell
51." ‘The importance of "that: exprest
5t permeptes the whole pamphlet ‘and -our
o ‘day’ the odaypess of MarX's‘Marxism.T
e AL e T e e T 4 Th
g:the’ fact I wanled to continue thé correspondehce’’:
agh'the strike was over, Both of these letter will
Uil andithe ‘Tetter to “"Red" -will:show that: the’
ued Felationship to the miners is what helped set-

ey

& “Gataily- new e1emSHY appears i the"way"a gtory tHas
many times shows itself to be not just concrete but: a

heard .many $in : 81t ‘
real ‘ahd thus highlights'methodology, I am referring to:the
les.Denby's attitiude” to the death of Stalin, and my-at?.

!
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. about an incubus having been lifted from my brain, which led to my

expecting great explosions, were very much one and the same., -Here is
the way I put it in Part IIs "Charles Denby called as soon as his
shift ended, to tell me of the excitement in his factory as the radio
‘blared the news of Stalin's death. Each worker was .saying that he had

... dust the person to take Stalin's placa -- his foreman.. I asksd: him %o -t
“come- over for a long discussion. . It made it clear to me that, far fram :

the American workers considering this a ‘Russian Question,' they were
relating it to their own working conditions in the shop and thelr re-
lationship to their own bosses and union bureaucrats,” ' _

- . Both this and the letters on March 14, as well as the con-
g8tant, concrete references back to Part I and the philosophic letters,

- from 1948 to. 1953 lead to the following two conclusionss 1)The whole
period of 1948 to 1953 is one long letter.on ‘the dialectics of revo- .
lution; 2) The 1950 to 1953 period proves that the todayness of larx's

" Marxism is not something just "in general® but the reason for N&F

- being dedlcated to the workers and the students. 'who .have .participated
's0 fully in the writing of this book, They are its co-authors.,” _

S You-will note from the enclosed minutes that the pamphlet
will also hgve a brief Appendix.- It will include not -only.a. descrip-
tive chronology: of the 35 letters written between Feb, 18, 1949 and
Jan. 15, 1951 which are on deposit in.our Archives at WSU -- but .
reproduce in.-full the letter I wrote to” CLRJames on June 16, 1951,

which shows how detailed was my study of Lenin's Philosophic Notebooks . . .-

~in'relation both fo the specific sections in Hegel that Lenin was 'com= - .

~menting on and t0 the volitical repercussions of hig study. It is®

ecause I have. just rediscovered it that this lettér is not yet in- -
uded .in the Archives and we want %0 réproduce it here.  There:
‘other footngtes that refer, by specific pages, to the Archi

s Raya's photo taken by the interviewer (wh
d.two . quotes from RLWLKM plus a special.paragraph. dra
-to the -intervlew- to be aired along with all the volce
1 heard that day. ° We trust New York will be sure to:
y:to.each local. . It certainly underlifes what Mike reporte
t‘night under "Ongoing Activities” when he spoke of th
she. new ads for RLWLKM --f{ranthe NYRB, ‘to ‘the Nation, to tha .
ial :IWD Guardian issue (which will also carry Anne's essay o
fan: women) == will be ‘sure .to initiate digoussion , make -
_rulyfnew“again.fanqLopen many. new doors With{éome_creative
cparts, oo o T . Dot S

:-  Please study.carefully also Eugene's réfort on possib
cerepace and new printers in Chicago. That this is not a qu
only Detroit and Chlcago, although they are the two locals

d tly involved, can.be ‘seen.in the problem.we must. quickly

concerning -what address:to.include in. tha new_srinting of:

5

Aslan” pemohlet as well as the 1949-50 pamphlet that we will want
héve off the press before the Convention, which will be held Jul
with the usual Youth and WL national meeting as well ae the Plenum

gcheduled for July 6, Yours, RAYA ~




REB NEBTING of OCTOBER 18, 1983
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efinitely. want. to end with . the; ‘Marx. centenar’
t, 949-50, and yet I don't want.to go:intoithe.!
5s.-even though the" 165-56° ‘Huhgari, _ _o;uti
ron the othe § '




