Iiputes of REB Meéting, June 21, 1983

Present: 41l but Dendy, 111; Jim, excpsed;' Diane (sitter-in) working

~Agendar I, Report by Andy on Proposed -Pamphlot on 1040250 Miners

General Sirike; II, Report by Lou on ECN Conference;

- IIT, Report by Mike on.-Ongoing Activities: IV, G&W

I. Andy said he had a lot of difficultv in rutting this report to-
gether, which stemmed: from the fact that the. . 851: strike seemed to
him an lmportant extension of what was set in motdon. and perceived in
1949~50, on the one hand; and becavse he had been unaware of the many
organizational relationships and disputes going on - at the time, in~*
volving WP, SWP, and JFT, on the other hand, (He had joined oniy the
year before,) Andy briefly presented the history of the miners' -
struggles which were continuous,both right during WWII and in. 1946
-immediately after the war when workers erupted in strikes throughout
the whole -county, Truman nationalized the mines, and the Taft-Hartley
Jaw..was passed, . It was in this period that a W, Va,. local was born
~ .vhen five young revolutionaries from the WP, a2ll JET,. went there to
. ‘establish one, and .developed relationships especially with Black min-
.. erg and .with students, . Andy was one of those students who Joined
“thenm . (Frank .and. Raymond. were -among the original five) and went into .
nes, Less than.a year later he had been in the mine ‘explosion -
;Put him in the. hospital for many months , : He was released just -
@ the 11949 strike erupted and Just in time to participate in 1%
efly. *ibed what-John L, Iewis' tactics had been ‘
district.out at a.time . while. othars wen:
al above ground,  But in the Pall.of.19
ed to. go back. refused, . Andy described :
‘local in the whole area where the decisi
le not to return, . , e
: ciooe o .. It was during  this per
rking on-translating Lenin's Philosophic Notebooks::
‘he; did not. know anything about this, although 't
ment the yeaxr before when CIRJ's "Nevada

| nd .was- in Pittsburgh, 18.:RD.3
‘ he:cadre not.only for Pitisburgh,
glirge,, considered by.all to be the leader.of -the.!
was. Ve ar digtant -~ in fact, non-existent~= ingoi
' ike ‘was ‘concerned,) We had left.the WP and
_we: had Jjoined the SWP because: they. v
expecting the American Revolution;-: bu
oeal, which was all JFP, was consid
dership," - -During all:this. period: w
-in M, Va, and with the strikej . what .wa:
D.was doing around the Fhilosophic Notebooks  -<
Iagr ique ‘of CLRJ .for not going as: far as Lenin in hig:
on S ga e : T R A
- -Andy then described some of the actual strike:situa
artley.law has to be & point of reference here -
18t the operators and the govermment.
eads, S1tting in’that mass meeting,
order _to.go-back ‘to_work, yo Hid“

-rele
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was needed was how to get a bridge ‘from the miners to other workers,
and for that some sort of organization of the miners was required,

It was RD who made the groposal to set up a Miners Relief Committee.
Andy had found the minutes of the meeting(he had taken them, as Sec~

. ratarv).when. that motion was passed -- and gave a picture of how . . -

many events were all hapnening one on top of the other, and how many
forces were coming together at this point. (Raymond had sent in seven
pages of his rememdbrances, including the wav in which our students
had taken up & collection for the miners at a WVU basketball game,
- Frank had sent in several things from his files ard a long letter onm
tiow he sees the events with the eyes of 1983, All of these things
will have to put into some Fform for: the actual pamphlet.)
, In no more
than two weeks -some $16, 000 was collected for miners relief, and the
caravan from Local 600 in Detroit was on its wav -~ all the . while
there was increasing red-baiting as the ‘movement and the support for
it grew strongen, By the time the caravan from Detroit was: actually
on its way, the local labor coalition which would have nothing to do
"with the "red-tainted" committee ‘up until then, wanted to join the:
and “get in on the act," Andy recalled the way a Black miner got'up
to 'ea¥y, ‘¥Po-hell ‘with them, this is our victory.” *Tomorrow, we'll
affiliate, but today it is our caraven," That adjourned the meeting,
.The strike was over in-a week after the caravan arrived.I back of ‘
n back o

; everything, Andy said is the continuous miner. The miners knew it -
- would ‘mean terrible unemploymen'b for them, that it was a me.n-killer,.
but their struggles were.shackled because they had nd ‘seniority . .
clauae ~ Even Yo get. ‘benefits” from~thé Welfare Mund You had.‘to’ ‘ha
20; yea:.-s ‘geniority =- and: mxnerswcoulo be’ nrad “two-days ‘before ey
rea hedt;ha‘b with no 'r'ecourse. ~Tt was: to keeg ‘away: i’ro

- B Andy felt that when the SWP wae so;incens-
ed: at thew,ctivitv ve were' .déveloping in that .pericd, ‘it was tied ‘to
+ all of ‘our politics was grounded in the' ‘rank-and-file:
! being practiced, although “the :catégory hadinot. yet
‘masses ae’ Reason." That was: what was - imbedded” -
87 For the Militant to come ‘out-with.an
‘gtrike calling for *the winers -to'su ort Lewie
k- reveals how very far they vere: £rom he worker
“they who charged us with Vsmall . mass partyism™
'  CIRJ accused us of. again later in “the 1951 etrike,
8 ‘we are concerned, Andy said, the most revolutionary moment
1losoph1c history of American 1abor occurred during. the 1949
ers: General Strike which saw ‘the miners® self-activity g i
eir own union, against 8o powerful a leader as: John: L. Lewiq'
"whole government of the U,S;, raising new philoeophic
or ‘our ‘day -- and the confluence of that detivity with. ‘the
and-activity of RD'who went on %o develop tha philoaophy of.
umaniem out of that ground. _

In:th DISCUSSIOH, gg ‘said that in trying to get straight all :
that are involved in ‘this: whole. peried, she‘had made: a‘chronof
1aﬁ1ng of what was ‘happening when -- and what stood o
TRey™ was the’ Eal‘le. O LB TTOrSs - WE LOUonTONE Gu&u 192495= -
ae correspondenoe among" Raya, Grace and GHRJ, but which 8 D
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~marily. by Raya, because, you can see that they were the theoretic
preparation for what happeped in that actual strike, We have oftén
talksed about the fact that.the 1953 Letters on the Absolute Idea
were written six weeks before Fast German workers erupted on June 17;

c.and .there is. something. of -that game wedationship involved in the fact 4

A wam

. that it was Feb, 18, 1949.-~ four months beforethe 49 miners! strike
erupted -~ that RD had sent CIRJ her translation of Lenin's Motea
on the Doctrine of Being, and March 12 when she had finished the en-
tire translation:and must have shocked CIRJ bv contrasting what he
had ‘done and what Lenin had done. on Notion, It is a full year later
(Feb, ‘15, 1950) when a worker (JZ) is invited to the meeting where
the book - “that is tc become M&F "gains in RD's mind the two new
vantage .points: the Awerican worker and philosophy, What has occurred
in bétween is that momentour strike. Noreover, there is a letter
(Faxrch 14, 1950) in which RD writes of Marx having been.in the mine
-~ fields with her im such a wav that it is mind-boggling to. re-read it

- now, looking at 1950 with the eyes.of 1983, 'Olga said that reading
throligh' the Archives this wery week that shé had been typing the
. Draft Perspectives for the paper, with its all-important Part III .on

‘Yhearing Marx think®, she suddenly had gained.an entirély new appre-
clation for our Archives, as the opportunity for us to truly see the
. process of working out revolution-in-permanence for our age and to = - -7
- actpall JRD - thinking, Andy was not’the only one:who .didn't know . -

. - e 4

hose: letters on the FhilosophigLthebookB{_;ftﬁéjjwéréﬁ
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to see everything in process do'-no
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RD: began work-on ‘the.new:book, Olga fe
‘philosophic correspondence made it imp.

ion for'all to share, It highlights the
phlet - .as’ one coming out of the néw book, ..




o S , - ' Raya said that
all the dates Andy had brought in .to his report made her remember .
another date, This was the period when Yugoslavia broke with Russia
and the SWP had wanted Raya to go down to the mine region to talk to

- £lavic miners about their position on Tito!l It was the period just .
.after she had returned from presenting the state-capitalist position

-in Paris with her head full of the Camerounians, and the dispute with

- CIRJ and Grace o» Israel -- and she had been "isolated" to Pitts-
‘burgh. It was certainly a2 most eventful period in all respects, =

- Raya said that she wouyld, no doubt, have to.contribute something ' -

~ to the pamphlet either as Preface or as Appendix - and- ; that it was:

imch “too soon o try to work.out any form, ;. Wa b

1 _ _ velopments leading up to 49-50 -- .from . th
actions in 1943 right in the midst of WWII and at the. same
‘the Black revolts; through:the:. 1946 strike; to 1948 as:@a;
pg-polnt"andathejac_ al:49 ‘strike, when there. is"

tinuous-miner, on‘the-one hand; and Raya v
Notebooks, on-‘the other hand -- to 1950 ant
nd on:.the.restructuring of Capital, (It is
Just remembrances, but will have to have ‘aowe:o
ggfiﬁigauldjbewgodd;fotf;ndfgnd,report,bpt s
vhe_Militant were printing en ---and. we mi
B¢ omeThing with the bulletin where we were charged
mall-mass=partyism;) = ; ' o RS
e w4 What we have- to. ask is what is ¢

é pf3prodnc#1qn‘éngfnew:stagg of cognition
e workers-.are raising .the qitestion,

the way . they ask, they are telling'you

- yo
L what is the relationship between that.question
'-s'tate-capitalism? Here is the root of the
D*and CLRJ, 4) When you study Lenin's. return
hat he discovered about the relationship of’ philo:
les: and philosoply: to polities, Coi

schedule one more:meeting, :
&skqgelﬁndv-1aém9kinzaagtrip;to=w;,va. in July and Raymon
3nqgg§$;itjmisht;be-posgibleﬁto‘meetAwithtRaymondTaite, ,
]pgig;e;ﬁ%g}Qonvention-aa'well‘(thbugh this would not involv
entire. 2 P S SO e R e e BRI :._'




