REB MEETING 6F MAY 16, 1983

‘Agenda: I~ Ramifications, Fatignal and International, of “Have Thumb
Will Travel" in this Year of the | arx Centenary and the. New-Book; '
II- Report on Correspondence and Ongoine Activities; III - G&W

I- Raya said that while ‘the’ comnection tetween her report on the
1949-50 rroposed pamphlet and Anne's report on Britain might not be
obvious, still the very title of this vnoint on the agenda -- Ramifica-
tions of “Have Thumb §ill Travel® in this vear of the h.arx Centen_ry :
and the new book -- shows the connection in my mind Here is the pro-

cess of how I camé to this conclus:.om
" 1) I was in the process of wri~

' ting a. letter to the. .I.TC' in which I criticised the Jiay. issue .of NeL
for having too many reviews, and raiséd the need for looking at the .
paper.as.a total‘it}z,after all“the material is in, btut before it gets
- marked up. The letter said: "I'might.as well confess'that there was

another reason that made me jump on that word, totality, over a sin-
- gle mistake, if it was a mistake, You, as the whole organization,
. . have hasard me. Ba.ngle out 1950 as both the Niners General Strike and
e har wt-l-[uma.nism § true roots which, by the time of the East European . .
) ts that began directly after Stalin's death, and my breakthrough . -
an:‘th Ahsolute Idea in 1953 (tomorrow, hay 12, marks 30-years to R,
he .day) wasi hdde. into. that philosophic category and actuality --
MOVE ‘T.j.? FRON., FRA T_I E.‘J.jo THEORY:. 'unICH IS ITSELF ‘A FORM: OFtlTIH"OR.
t;cuxar;y excltlnp Slnce ]
\o'uring out their reminiscences of-.._9

corgesnonde,g - .
a ecomes-‘c,ear-’ heyond any . doubt that CLRJ had be un’ the
8 a total attack on our participation:in:
- “And since he
o mention slander. wh:.ch cqntmu e

e he raised the question of * organ
oudly that he said: ' If.a mighty:
8,.John L,, and shook - the:minefledld,. L
program,.' (my ‘emphaslsg) Khat.w
h=Tong ‘underground” existence we
than appearinﬂ putlicly. ' - -Ixhad’
gy was that we -have., as our very firs

xS

around.thé miners- thein on Btrike agéin"j
e €

_ . After quoting these paragrag -H
MTC Raya quoted from other letters found' fro
50 and 1951, All‘of this may need to be'made availabd:
berahip in the diecussion bulletins we will be 1ssuin




iy 16, 1983 --.page 2 - 1

1 _The_key_point touches nothing short of the genuine American
r gan 'in 'MiﬁérB"Generai“Sfrike”of”i?é?ﬁEOiLwhich:a

- ‘Gontinued in the 1950 strike that followed on its heels but got lost' =
""{n that so-called underground -existence* CLRJ imposed on us and ata

not become clear enough to lead to the break with CLRJ until the 1
1953 btreakthrough on.the Absolute Idea.at .the very .tlme of the poli- '«
tical ramifications that stemmed .from the death of Stalin and the )
East European revolts. : Because . the 1983 view ;" colneides
with our Constitutional Corvention, where, .on the one hand, we see¢
clearly these roots, -and on the other.hand, the absolutely new van-
tage points both nationally and internationally which flow from the
new book and the challenge .to posi-harx Marxism, 1t is those new
vantage points which become ground for all, whether they joined yes-
- terday or will only. join at the Constitutional Convention, or o
' - whether they are the ones who lived a whole half century of develop~

" ment btefore they-could see karx's Narxism as & totality which this’
generation is fortunate enough to see at their very starb. - :

3




.-~ .To the PIC (copy to REB)s ik 5/11/83

 Because the one criticism I have of the current (Myyjissue = "=
Af N&L ties in with totmlity but the angle from which I talk now, - -
as different from the one when first we established need for a meeting :
of the PIC ‘material for the paper amrrived, when only the REB .
considered what would be lead and kind of editor1a1a¥§g:§gg~ng!_1_ S
want to speak of totallty when we actually do have “the material .
in but before ike print is locked up, let me make of a single mistake
a whole ocategory of totality from the new angle. Here is what I mean:

The current issue has altogether too many bock reviews
for our type of paper in a single issue, end this so predominates
because 2 of them are too long for the topic involved that it creates - .
the illusion that there are more than the /§, that is to say, the Black/
Red column which is on any book review looks like one simply
because: it,to0, deals with "study” considered by an actual oonf. As usual
it is necessary to be concrete, ospecialli when we deal with totality: '
(contradictiory as that may sound). Specifically, then, this ig the -
- ¥ay Tasue, I'm spesking about sand the focus, naturally, is labor mnd -
- 1f that assured thet todayfigured prominently in idwetlew the
| very one 1 urged--the revuaw of Debs, related to the actual class -
8 z1es ond] in 19225=fthen 1 suppose 1 “have looked *
:general I do not¥ favor book reviews, even when wri!
take up more than a full page). As it ie:in the.
2 ¢ th:ﬁ_l; lrte{monzgéqafpnrt og-that£3pqpo!n§§1

- and-

IR

Now then, the point I began with, TOTALITY
ia” but if, before you the FPK looked at th
¢ at hand, and. related it to the ‘gl
inl “arans alTntmant nf A wn. T'm sure




-2-

noot whon a1l the matorial already is in and they can see ‘the” Ipccﬁf
iesue as & totality. even 1f that should mean that one of the meeti
they have prior to knowing the actual material has to be cut, =

I might as well confess that there was another reason -
that made me jump on that word, totality, over a single mistake 1:
it wac 2 misteke, You. as the whole organization, has heard me
single out 1950 as the General Miners Strike and M=-H true
roots which, by the t me EE revolts hegan directly after Stalin's
death my breakthrough on the Absolute Idea, 1953 (tomorg gﬁaﬁgy’
a

12th, is 30 ydars to the da¥) was made into that philoso
. . weMOVEMENT FROM PRACTICE TO THEORY WHICH IS I

RY~« which is spochal and specifically uu-H-H IN THE US.
. The West Comst sume-up wae particularly exciting since it is thereee
with Frank and Raymond pouring out their reminiscences of 1950== .
that manifested us in the greatest event in which we were
partiut rite 80 relevant to our Constitutional Conventlon that we
are hoping a pamphlet ¢an result this year. o

0lga found the lst Bulletin when JFT had broken :r';
1g "Correspondence”"==Bulletin 1, Nov.1.1951 and
he oaradwonture ‘of a Uoubt that OLBJ . _




