May 17, 1985

Dear Cal,

which is a sharp
eritical analysis of Reagan at Bitburg, the whole idea of when _
a certain thing becomes a category made that letter of you to Olga
real to me, Here ig what I means 1,) My first reactio
would I love to learn more about the Co

) Now when t youth activity on divestment dialectically
polking at the question of fascism, whether its re Bitburg or the
Congo as lodged in my mind, I decided to write You anyway on just :
that aspect becufise, precisely bee ¢ it is only when a word suddenly
becomes a philosophic category that it has so absorbed historical
development that it can finad a philosophic expression that is acttion.,

' The Congo, once I met the first Black man I ever saw when I
landed in Chicago, represented that new, other human dimension which ok
was past any single discrimination even when it was the emotionally. -
~integral to : _ -semitism was to There ... -
‘ y nothing on the Black dimension from the mid 19208 on
~ that was strange to me. America or Africa, Africa was that other-
*»worldsLEI-simply,must;explore every crevice of it, 1In the 19308:.1
e”gn;mgeting_Afyiggggg Niggrians;.thesGold<00&st;;Nyasaiahd[”§ytﬁ"
étgr}fﬁ&ﬁér’fhé congo._ And I hungered for that because that horrible
chapter:-of the inChumanity of whites in the person of ‘the King of ...
?nggiqm:devestatingﬁthe,ango was beyond belief and 1magination;v3J
Now “skip all the way to the 1950s and the creation of the first inde-
country in  Africa, Ghana, and the assembling of all Africans :
d :be ‘to the ‘opening ceremonies. In struts Patrice Lumumba, = -
, e I.-loved every bone in that man's body. I loved expecially
8. 1little beard, and kept saying it is even more‘beautifullhthen;;gj
y's.goatee., I loved his voice, And out of that wonderfull- mouth
D Yl ' e of freedom., Did you read’:
publication in the '608 and* .

‘ Congo and felt I.
thing they have experienced about it, I'11 write' '
: whereupon I was confronted with all the rest of
er and I reluctantly concluded that if Marxist
{umanisn means sa.1ittle to him that he wants to leave 1t, what's
the use? - - , o . R
I instead ‘I dare ask, you had made a_catemory.of Afries
ontamnamame oot 8L which that question is turned u

among the youth who are making no separation from the:i

r XY, g;trogrpagionlut. Reagan visit to Bitburg and - Americs L
88ive investment in South Africa, could you have concluded what you

?-Can you still ask you parents a lot of questions on the Congo?.

) i
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Dear}Oal -

Thank you very much for gifting me with that pieture of
‘yourself as & child in the Congo where you look adorable both
as "laborer” with bricks and as "at home" with your African child -
friends. You look about the age =- 4 years =- which was the .
age 1 broke with God <= not that I was not raised as religiously
by my Jewish family as you by your Protestant missicnary family,
but WWI had broken out and I hated it and the world,MM %he
‘double rhythm of revolution that was to be born 3 years later
swept me into 1%, At 7 years, (being illiterate, illiteraey
having been chosen by me as against the bribery needed to -earn
inelusion in the 1 % of Jews permitted to go stand in the back
- of & "goyishe" (Gentile) school ) I can hardly claim knowing -
' Such "econclusive~sounding stuff" as dialectics of revoiution
-and dialeotics of thought. But the practice of overthrowing . = .=
he .01d ‘and ereating the new human relations led me to "translate®’
into love of the new Black Dimension I saw for lst time - g
g in the U.S, and being a% at home here as in Africa
: t-in"Garveyism or Zulu Rebellion or whatever poetry. T
in lean nan ven a8 1 loved. the music . of philosophie¢.
bgtraction-intadult 1ife, " -7 [ - SR
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