Feh. 3. 1983

Dear Lou, Mike, Eugene:

The Afro-American writers conference that Iou just
callad to our attention interests me very much and I do think
that Lou should go there, but both the money question and whather
N::hYggk could likewise go there will have to be discussed further
w £8.

I was trying to see both the topics and whether i 1
knew any of the participants. The topics interested me a lot
although I don't know who their keynote speaker, lance Jeffers,
is. Do you? The #W topics I especially underlined were the
question of the historian, the question of Marxism, and that
on both Black women's literature and the one on Socioclogy.
Since it is a writer's conference, I fear that the one on the
role of the historians would hardly be on the making of history
whereas we would definitely wish to speak of masses in motion

‘as history-mekXing and the hsitorian who knows how to appreciate

‘history, rather than just leaving it to the wiitten word, i.e

" ‘acmdeni¢ historians. We can try diecuss that further, even
,tppugh'thd'timo is very ehort.

" 7ne toplc that requires no additional comment because. ..
all experts (1) is the 2/ Feb, 9 session on the"Political .
Nﬁiibniiiima"ﬁﬁfziim.'Faminisa.eetc.i’a--zmh§431!!t~ -

thing: that should:be oriticised is why 48 the world-“racentn: T
#ed7on this political dimensions, since Marxism hes heenaround. ... . 0

or quite some time and Lnauar:.-himhelf.,espeoiallyfadjgj;a§g§f £&u=:H}
-Amé¥ica, he: wasa most active participant hqth.aslhavxnfgg,;** BEREES
sed  the g men

‘very: first international organization of work

" Yo:both.stop the Eritish bourgsoisie’'s attsupt.to side with the
... 88 ‘Bad.with that mass force to establish relations directly

he.White Houwe om well as —- and that is above all ==

‘dimenaion was in his greatest theoretical work and in
1ot as'well as the reporter for the Tribune and

| BAny. s pARDBLet as well as | RS CE
f”‘litlggggﬁliaﬁjhi&Abdlltlonistu.-not 40 mention the faot of his . -

o jeotion that a single Black regiment would have such magnificent.
fraat.on- the herves of those greater generals in the South com® -

#11ing Lindoln himself to stop pussyfooting on this being a wer -
Aly for unification and transform it into a revo lutionary Ofvil:

x 0f Marxism and the Blmok dimsnsion and on your own pamphlet

av, 'That you, Lou, for ons, would like to speak both on the . .
- ‘on Prants Fenon, iw what you ehould traneelt to them,

I4's harder for a male to claim the right to speak on

" Black womsn's 1lterature, but we certainly could ‘take the floor

7 afd 4n ‘niw-case, from the floor, bring in the guoition of
‘Maria Stewirt und some of those ws have reviewe U
‘pFg#ant writers. I note that Sk Toni Cade is one of the speakers -

in NAL of the

-'””idﬁgﬁiﬁiﬁiﬁrﬁly hag a dusl kind of background, exeept, as BERINST '~

_, her prezent fictional writing has received the: -
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sociclogy, but I consider it most important <o refer both 10
Magrud'® worka on literature and to Wole Soyinka's essays,
and not to forget to mention that, as early as 1960, not only
had Langston Hughes' An_A;%iggg_?ggggg;x included articles and
osnais a8 well as poems and storles but was the very first one
who ircluded an African woman's piece (Phyllis Ntantala) and
ghe 1s still working in the U,S. this time 'in the movement for
Black liberation.

_ I actually would like a call made to N.¥. 1o find out
whether they could attend. I imagine that Ray e could find
a way to attend, and, indeed, he has contacts in that city and
might be able to find out something the ad doesn’'t tell us. There
wag one professor there (I believe he seid his name was wilson)
who was quite interested in getiing me to speak there, and though
it obviously fell through, he may vary well be contacted to gee
if he could help two Blacks like Ray and Lou, even ig8 we are not.
formally invited, Certainly out literature should be there, and
I would want us to be there, whether or not we are invited., .
I also sse that they are advertising a phone -~ 202-686~6862 =« .
for further information; they advertise no edmission price,; but
I don't know A that means there 1is none.,  You should also have.
~1ittle surprise itoms, even if only for individuals you talk with,
+“euch ag the fact that @he Howard Univ, Political 3¢ antist .

alinired the famous Leon Trotsky meeting and wae °ha1rmen§9ggggg~h;}J”

a Committes during the Moscow Trials, {I've forgeiiss
“name again, but Iou will remember it), as well as the fact
Carter G, Woodson had arranfod‘ror the meeting of CILRJ sfd:
general that N&L was motive in the 19308 in Washington. D.C:
\mtxygto‘hrhak_dqwn the Jim Crowism that existed thers.- c

" 1ou, there was one other thing that-intpfosti me ib

" relstion to the D.C. conference, and that is that you should

APy 40, -eee some of our racent contacts and for that you would
inve %0 talk to Ray and find out ddtalls of whom he had mesn..

~gourge any subscribers we have there. fwo of thome had .

. come:to. my meeting two years ago and were supposed to start .-
. sorrefpanding  but thers was no f3llow=up, which desn't mean that

- Ahome " two wouldn't be present at this conference and would fm= ' . .
&qoqtatily.rqdbgntso you if you had any literature on you.

Have a good time,
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Fou, 16, 1983

Dear Friends:

¥y report on the Afro-smerican writers conference in Wash., D.C. and trip
to New York has two aspects: 1) establishing contacts with Black intellectuals
and follow-t.hrough, and 2) ‘new openings for Raya's lecture tour,

I arr:lvad ‘at. Howard Univ, in the middle of student protests and marches
demanding the resignation of the president of the university. This was also
the aat'oing of Fifth Annual Afro-American Writer's Conference. which’ was co-’
spopsored by the American Writer's Congress and the D,C, Arts’and Humanities
Counc:ll.. Unfortunately, the student protests and the writer's conference
remained in two separate worlds, not because the students didn't invite this
generation of Black writers from the 15608 to come and address their rallies
but because none of the Black intellectuals who had come to talk about the’
relationship of Black literatwure to social movements thought that the more.

- than 500 students protesting at Howard represented the "political dimensions"
of recent Black literature. -

0f the aix panels that took place on Feb, 9. and 10, I was able to at~ -
tend 4 and.got the chance to speak from the floor at 3 of them, The first
panel was.on role of .the higtos and Black avtabiography. The most 1n- e
tereating- speaker” wore Jales Spady)from Temple Univ. and Joufine Braxtes from™
Maryland, _Spady. spoke: Kk labor ag subject of- Blagk literature;: said
that Tewple U, was_an unknown resource of:Hjack.laber archives; and presentedf,. :
some quite interesting material on “ACLAr Faucett,, Jesdis. Fa.ucett's bothars i

&413101&011‘03113, he: said, that Jesaie Faugeit was, the real aditor of the Crisis '
R : %een

Ve

but' that DuBolg.got. all. the.credit.. .. Spady . ‘said +ha¥ -
tha;edisor, averal.pre-Harlen. Renaisq__ance journa.ls ‘which took’ labor” and_,,.,\
soclalt¥t-questions and that he. hankl;:lped to_found THE Th‘ila....f“eacﬁ‘ériﬂ‘—ﬂnion
along:with being veryactiwe in the ‘esrl¥ labor movement in the Easts’  The ‘point
was that whemeas.literany. historians of the period dismiqsed .Teseie Faucett Al

merely a Black middle-class womsn writer. who was.in, the shadow,of DuBols; + .hef o

truth was that bot and her brother were in advande iH6Ls 1n-their -

+/ interest in.Bla hor and. socie.].ism,*/ Sp'ﬁdy‘ﬁr" is. -8 re cent oontribufor

 resdy ha'd & -oopy- of: Indignsn

"ord Loge.n'.s -Just FeSIishad

and:helped ‘me :88ll- two-copies by tell:l.ng :l.ntellec-bua. 8 to buy 11;9,?_.5:1' wia ﬂ’f‘e.
oﬁ—memfm‘tﬂ‘armpm by a.B I told him about’ 1=e1'.e3:-“"’,_i*;1

(/ 61&1'15 ag 'bhﬁ* £irst Black socialist énd founder af the' 'firat teaoher’s unio
Clr - hey- -

e

ht,.a. ,copy~of~ the 1877~ pamphle:t.,,______,_,_
S LTEG i £
it The other apeaber .‘l’oam;e Braxtoni who I had met befora the. conference

J“ } / ﬁéan apoke -about::the: “%0 "reetald logt . ground" in the history’of Blad

/

. The auh:lect of her thesis.was the gutob “Be, Wella, gmut /

Amagine ;that the rene

gg' (- fg:' Justices .
%sition .to the Klan, However, Bra.xton conoentrated on h’elleul

resurgénceof s
autobiograpw as:a-‘narrative oonfessioml and Hemoir" which saught ‘fo're~ -

,.

cons ,_past_moments in the life of a "femi:ﬁ.st-m.ﬁixmhlkqﬂiﬂﬁi‘w

ough Braxton didii't call-it- ectios, she sald that HGIMOMP
"“"r.aa;traw- {REGE Tho -G Tage © g;a—y’?nm Blacic. womm'a sreat on ol nor-

ht of :onela method’. va, raoial“sfa ' at
of’wmu.n. .rrom Ahe Tloor I ebimented that .the subjent” of Bldck’ ‘labor aud

Black woman in literature revealed that histo oal narrafive vhen tiéd to o
Black-maaes in:motion was, historical reason, /One of ‘the pedple ' I° aold ;g )

and tho Pahon pamphlet to was the.Librarian st The Univ,’ of
Baltimore County. campus. He also. RN

‘:"- \."i i . 1:; 4'
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for his .campus, a.ndI vill fqllow-up with a letter %o him,

o

The panel on "Recent Black literaturé: = the Political Dimension (Naticnalism,
/N/ar:_d.am, Feminism, etc.") was the most prominent onie, While attendance through-~
out’ the conference was.at 200, this panel filled the hall to overflowing. the

speakers wers Toni Cade Bambara,’ |Acklyn Lymch (former socittogy prof, at Howard

in the.60s and presently teaching at U, of Mass, Auherst), Kalam: ya Balaan (a

[ - T mae -— D e et et

cultural nationalist from New Orleans), and Amiri Baraka, Eade-gpoke first on
Third World expatriste writers whd survey in their work the lost or betrdyed
revolutlons .in their .countries, She singled out “in these writers an "emphasis
on and desire for totality" as well as an tarticulation of present tense con-
cerns', . .Against this and what Cade called the tprimary reality of the American -
struggle". she concluded that Marxism #9égn‘t evaluatd race though it does analyze
the class. dimension of Black reality | [Ackiym Lynch followed and sounded like & "
recording from the 1960s, With thd’ Wﬁ?@idhdaz‘leédef"‘qfﬁthe Black
_lberation struggle Lynch sald Ipat 'we.must write to/revolution irresistible."’
-iHowever, it wasn't irresistible nough for him to show up at the student.'s. rally

- that night after he.hed dcéeptdd their invitation™ ‘Baldanm, ‘the‘icultural na-

e’

-

it

[
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) - l\(b "_:?‘ N..ae ;’nwam'.iB-; B v . -
: , ,//ofherg paneIiifte” he-didn't, také for granted. the fundamental relationshlp.of-:i ...

g
{

tionalish, expreased the greatest duality in'ﬂ_'ié""_'{:'hinlsiﬁé-bi‘!;-tﬁé=c61'1f.'-e'rence of -
Black writqra. On .thé bne hand,.hd é¥pressed buch sensitivity.to Black women's
liberation, not only.-bacause he Tad cbllabogated with his wifé ofi"a book .om "
Blagk.vomen and works. with a Bldck wofien's group in New Orlsads, . But, Balaam. -
wvas the only ore fo gay during h8'iholé gonference -that: i1''was’ ot st
jhy most.of the recent’ 1iferature was by ‘Womens:- He wont on fo edys: o

"BIRGK women wriiing 1s more inventive than Black men becuase'£héy haventt: .

joined’thé  status guo, Black vomen’are-dsarching’for’s.pellyolées 5o What 1s :. . '

. wrong_with learning from women. ' Black Women ~as ‘Bévolutlonary’dde fulfilling .

Ut histotio hiasion as axviculated by Frints Fizon. A L0 Black vomen -
writers.we aee. the political power of the-imagination.!'"On the other hand, . U:
Balaam gqoncluded with yet anothér-twist on the conceptlun, ‘vunderdevelop=: . .

08 I S\ <2 1 TR e v

LAt

s She ohb tiat ail had taited to hear.: Unlike the..

Black literature to Black misses,’ Thus he gave ai historical: outlire of stages

of, Black sooial imovements Frop.Abolitl onism -through-Garveylew to-the 19608 and:-
showed How. Black literature*fea giver birth to and ‘Teflected Y¥owe perlods.in...
Black, history,. - However,.his conclusi was-fatlure-of. the movenent. in-the :608 -
was dus to its lack of a Markist-Léniniat vanguard partywe: It was only out:of. .
respect that the laughter “#isn't-louder. ... At.any-rate-the -discussion took off: :
but didn't-develop anything new, and I was unsuccessful in getting my hand re-

cognized £rom thi floor,, During tke'break I did meet ‘ar Sowth -Africarn. studant,
from,the Black Gonaciousngds Movement who:told we How ‘véimote he Thought the.:.: .
FFeTNT._conference was from His B pt‘jni‘ggle. " the fact i§ that ‘abaolutel : ;
mention®dfrica ai the donference,. He gave me the ‘latest: pamphldt:Tron the BCM-
asgupad 18 THAt I1 Vae alive anu@_%l, -éapecially among ‘the youthe:. New. :":

ngs Hane eniig ‘i1 Botswana and SA, and théy had -just concluded. a com~ . -

[0 WAk p::ﬂn.l ‘mintereating ‘on the sociology ol Disch. Liteia~
! akor spoke. ' Baker 'is probably the foremost : Black ..::
oritidis foday,  He gave a very cbitruse’pager-on the soolal science..
methodology .(gle) ofstiiicturalism and the BlusA ER¥MAX i Black Titeratules: .
As agiinst thepositivism of traditional social science Baker finds:a i fresh; :
reading! of Black literituce and its Blues matrix through ‘siach Ao jlecs . .
ticlans as Lacan, Derrida, and Foucault. When I tock the £loor and éxpLadned
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that Fanon's.eritique of Sartre's attempt to reduce Elack subjectivity to a
minor term in the digplectic could also be applied to structuralism, Baker took - .
ay oriticism serious’lenough to engage me in discussion on dialectics on the .
_Bpot. We continued the discussion in the hall at the break where he bought. the. -
~~Fanon pamphlet, We got so uuch into a discussion on Hegel, Marx, Fanon and /"""T\ :
-Glalecti¢s that he wanted 4o know who Raya was and t6Id me about a study-groups ) LAY
., 8 was in at U, of Penn, (Phila) on Hegel!s Phenomenology of Mind. Besause he /" =/

f’ ‘1" = el | picien W .
/{gﬁd just begun to study Marx and Hegel for himself he wanted to read PiR. _._/«";;I»ti' a
. e

e

. The last panel I attended and the one which provoked the most debate and
emotion was the one on "Issues in Black Women's literature®. -The panel was com-
posed of four academics, 3 women and 1 man, However, half way through the firat
paper student protestors, mostly young women, marc}?d;:hrough the corridor shouting
thelr slogan "Boycott. classes tomorrowi" and disrupting the conference entirely.
I was the only. one to get up and follow them (some 300 strong) down into the . ‘
student-snAck bar where they gave speeghes.and began a half a dozen discussion . .
groups Tight on the spot. j/(There willlu6re on the student, protests in the .paper) s
By thetime I got back to’conference the last paper was Leing read by Charles -

- RoWS1l. on recent works by women writers, Rowells's comments thah Black womén

~writéra-werd more latérested in form than in politics bought heated response .
from Lynch no sconer than discuséion comuwenced. Lrineh attacked Rowell not on .
the politlcal nature of.women's literature but for saying that the literature -
of thé 1960's lacked form/~Then Lynch turned to. the women on the pamel to . . ..
challénge them to explain why ‘théy needed to speak autonomously. Rowell walks' .
owt of the confemence, others juup to their feet and demand the floor, the women
on the panel try to bring everyone to order. Finelly, I get theré Gor-and say

. thAt 14terary:form 4 a political: question, - Tn addressing Lynch(I/told him that
he had:%o’confess that during the.60s the political space in the Teadership of .
the yig#dient:;- espécially on this campus where we.both were,. swag, dominated Ly.. "

{H&nd"’Af Black women bave: chosen BWU e _letfer(Alics ™"
¥erle Purple); the .memoir.and play ( e's Qolored Girls); and the auto~ . =
biogrephy and-fanily naFrative. (Lorgevand: Marshall), it was as a refréat’or ..

.. separdticn from poII¥1es"df the BfAck .stmiggle; ~Rather Black wowén writers . ..

#~+ ) wepe_shiowing +haf the personal is political and they have shown it.in 3 .&pace. -
\M hrough & Lorm.that yagn't male donlnatad — the wind of 4H0 black Wipe;
N And _£iFEYYY, what is revealed Ly 86 many who att&ck these writers has nothing "~

o 8o mach to -do. them ag individuals, as it reflectés the self-criticism within the
. BI4GK movement hias been long overdue, If the Black movement puts Auerican ..
s 1{zation on trial, Black women are posing a serious.critique (from-

]

that movemert &8 well, ~~  Diirifig the.whole-conferénce-that was the only comment.
- Which ¥8661Ved -applause,/ [Since they wouldn't let we set up & lit. table be-

cause it im prohibited At Howard, & number came out and bought everything I had

on WL and again wanted to know who Raya was. They couldn't believe thai a Harx-

: ist had such an appréciation of literature. One woman who edits & literary
: journal in D.C. wanted me to write for it, another woman who has organized a

| lack women'S-reBolressgrouy WAL t6 correspond and get whatever else we have
14 " o Black womdi, And ame-over to shake wy had to ‘+hank e for defending
" him, while lynch's sUppe¥tef thought that I had made their point, The dlalectics
- ol phat - afternoon were not to be believed. I also tgliked to a ‘RAlldapsintel- T
* leotual who had MYF and P2R as well am the Fanon pamphlet., He sald that he w3
disappointed Ly the conference because of its lack of dialectics. He told me .
‘that Harold Cruse had & great title for & bad book that still needed to be writ-
ten, and wanted to Legin e correspondence committee of Black intellectuals who

are int;erested in dlalectics.

"“?‘f"it is ageinst this “dackground that I went to see the Haltian Prof, who is
tho’f;hair of the philosophy department at Howard. And while T certalnly didn't

,',...,:-_:ju—
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go to get a lecture for Raya at. this late date, that is all the Haitian prof.
would talx about w= how it is absolutely necessary for Rava +to speak at Heward
t,h:l.s year, “-He Hdd heard’ her..several years ago and feels that ghe cuts the
finest figure as a Marxist philosopher in the world today.” 0, Hr. Turner we,
must have her for the day at Howsrd to .address a colloquiw of philosophy
clagaes and to deliver a ma.jor paper to.the.campus. commnity, Later, I spoke |
to a -history prof. avout his dept. co-sponsoring and he said that he would
get his part of the onorarium, - At the momeni we are looking at the dates of
Mar, 14 or 15 (whie_l_z the actually date of Marx's death). Another Black in-
tellectusl; Ethelbort, Miller; who is the Iibrardan at the Afro-American re-—
search library “bought MiF ‘end wants to get R&ua “archive for his 1i- .
‘He 100 offered to help. .

I ,lef-b D.C. pefore the blizzard, but it caught ne in N¥ wy m’gie having
worn off, Ray Had begun to arrange.a radie interview and thinka that we will

be able to put-‘together in April when he and I will a.ttend the Marx centenary ,

conferexice at the Uni.v. of Mn'yln.nd.

g < yhat .ddd- n the afternoon that I left NY was that I apent an_hour with
].oria’"Richardson 'She. was_very.intepésted in_ what we had to_say about, the. ;- -
Qm:- role 'as” “leader in the cambridge. Maryland movement. In looking at | ::

he néw-book" EHE" vanted o ¥know who RI, was, - Though she hasn't.been as active .

a8 ghe vantsd' 4o e she is very interested: in the WLM and what it means: inire- .
A htionahip 46’ 'Black women., We prom:l.aed to correspond end she took a. cop,;mf‘ Y,

-

N uhé"ﬁ‘-?ﬁ panphl i S s T
: 1 beg:l.na we- ha.ve such nlack intellectuals as A;L.Mazmﬁ.

?

Wi.nce Khaoya. at O Oakland: Us: dp:Michigan,. . . 1

HEve. ot AUTiog. Blggk History. Mont.h
i And juaf yesterday we met; & young -’

phlet and is. rezm?'m f.'i'___'} S




