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RORSCH IN SPAINM

by

Yaul Piccone

+

Rarl Korsch o el Nacimento de una llueva Epoca. Pditorial Anagrama:

Barceloni//i;7§;> 144 pages.

That a scholarly anthology dealing with the work of Karl

- Rorsch could he published in Spain under present conditions of

dictatorship is a politically significant evept foreshadowing futureg_'
explosive developments in the Iberian pennisula. In fact, it E H
shﬁﬁld be immediately pointed out that there is no chance whatsoever
for_a work of this type to come out in Russia nd even in the

Q_Engliah-speaking world nothing comparable is available(:SLotwith-‘

of the New Left in the 1960s. It indicates the existence in Spuin

xﬂhila there is no doubt that Spain and Portugal are on ghéh

"lal af Teha hireh n

1what the cha:actar of this new epoch will be. As poatulatdd'byr‘




. 7 .
out to be historically transitional phenomena. For most of the

West after World var II, the transition culminated with the
internalization and institutionalization of repressive mechanisms

in advancad capitalism, and in the East, into a much cruder and

less efficient bureauc;atic coliectivism. Yet, the real question
in the Iberian pennisula today is whether to become economically and
politically integrated with the rest of Western Furope, §§>develop

a new type of social organization along the lines roughly prefigured

by council communists in the 19308(t59 the Socialisme ou Barbarie

group in the 1940s ang 1950s, thwithstanding the Portuguese
military 8 flirtation with the COmmuniqt Party, today there is. verv
little chance in Spain and Portugal for the development of an
Eastern European variety of ureaucratlc collectivi The

Portuguese Communist Party's frightening ideological hackwardnesa

even vis-a-vis other Western European Communist Parties, and the_

W cioushesgsthrough the smashing of revolutionary
developments such as in 1956 Hungary and 1968 Czechoslovakia--makea
this model altogether une?fjfble as a real alternative to the
obsolescent fascist statel3 _

It is preci ely this state of affairs that makes this book

-ali'the more fF evant since it presents a Marxist vision irraduoible

tb!any of the institutionalized travesties in power in allegedly

ocialist" Booiaties. . Poragh, i Zact, was one of the first an_‘

fow to Seriously challenge the Bolshevik model from 8 rigorous
'Ha:xist perspective while seeking a radical alternetiva to hoth-L
tho social-democratic as well as the Stalinist or buroaucretio_
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collectivist model. His Anti-Kautsky and the (1230 Introductiow to /
4

Marxism and Philosophy remain two of the most systematic and thofoigh-
going critiques of Kautsky (social democracy) and Lenin (Bolsﬁeﬁisﬁ).
What was original in Korsch's critiques, which distinguished them
from all others and remains the kernel of his theoretical heritage,
was that he did so with the very same arqguments and by showing

both of them as representing opposite sides of a fundamentally

gimilar bourgeois consciousness. By presenting the materialist
conception of history as an objective science above class interests
‘and divisions, Kautsky had not only distorted the revolutionary

meaning of the dialectic and de-politicized Marxism, but also

hanvatisal chain "of the nrolae

— L gshain S

+o the ideas and objectives of the bourgeois class. 4 Foxr_ Korsch
_—-”-_'—*-———N.____

: L%Mbecoming ideology‘only to the exteny that it ates
i

activity and political struggles. Once it is severed from
e ——

‘_Qgggig, and it is presented as an objective and contemplative
reflection of being, it automatically turns precisely into the kind

~ of ideological mystification that its neutrality and objectivity -
éanght to avoid. The same thing happens with the Lenin presehted'by ﬁ;
Stalin and his fol{owers who "universally transferf;gg_gig;ggglg_,

Nt i o o e

" into Object,\Nature ‘and Historg_gnd who present knowledge merely

-

-

as a passive mirror and reflection of this objective Being in the
.'subjactive COnsciouaness. In so aoing they destroy both the diﬁlgg-@‘u

* tical interralation of being and consciousness and, as a necessary ;

consequence, the dialectical interrelation of theory and ggggg;gg.

This :esulta in the "complete abandonment of Marx's dialectical




materialism and a retreat to a totally abstract opposition of pure
theory, which discovers truths, to pure practice, which applies

thesg laboriously discovered truths to reality.pg)

" A?/’ 17ith Lukacs, Korsch also identified objoctivism, in the guise

of commodity fetishism, as the "specific p%fsleTﬁgf our age, t:heb,,ig,'.sz’/“’a'L

however, he did not '

age of modern capitalism. Unlike Lukacs,
pose the problem in terms of a tendential subject~object identity

which, within the universalized fragmentation of bourgeois society,

'could'be realized only by a party whose primacy and substitutional

'_AjrSpaEEcter was a necessary consequence of the whole-part dialectic.
By regarding as theory that knowledge which concretely mediates

activi , rather than as an attribute of a.ﬁ(%g;e% all-encompaes;ng

collective consciousness imparting the etatus of historical validity

, to all of those previous consciously undertaken steps toward the
final reconciliation (as in Lukacs), Korsch sought to place
Merxism on a rigorou sub ective basis by tying it to the class

ob ectivistic versions as theoretical capitulations to bourgeois

;,consciousness. In this respect,jEduardo Subiratof the editor of the

/ anthology, is on the :1ght track i troducing this re~examination -

of the Korschian project as "the poetry of the revolution of the
" future which : other time and space than the
'isubjective, and no imperati thgqgggggig,pnaﬂinn4gg_meﬁ°iﬁ
ggﬁgggggg‘ffe master of histoéx\_jp/'S) In an historical jurctur
full of possihilities guch as the present Spanish context, it is ':a
crucial to demystify "the cursed history of the labor movement Efgm :
Kronstadt to the 1937 Revolution.” To the extent that "Korsch's
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work appears negatively as the liquidation of the previous false
consciousness of the European labor movement," the critical raception

of his work will constitute an unavoidable starting point for

"the reflection on the historical alternatives on radical emanci-
~pation” (p. 12).
With the exception of agkgrticle by 6;;;; and two texts by

T
Korach himself, all of the rest of the contributions to the anthology

come from two issues of Politikon? ana rate among the best on the

subject. Particularly relevant are the essays by Mattick} Negt, and - o
ﬁuscqni. Given the fact that Mattick was one of Korsch's cloBest i
T — /

cpllabo#ators during the years in exile, it is understandable why
”Tﬁéfiééfhe'aﬁﬁﬁbfibf'the opening essay, which tries to prbviéé]éﬁ'mniv
. overall account of Korsch's work. After retracing the path of

“"Korsch's break with "orthodox" Marxism and with Leninism, Mattick

';gi&pates the tragedy of a thinker and militant who strongly believed

- that revolutionary "Marxism can exist only if united with .the revo-
' lutdionary movement: of the working people” (p. 15), while forced -

40 pperaté for thef:gst.of his life outside of such a movement.

" - Mattick can write with first-hand knowledge on this theme,‘7 _§ 
' Ia.i;:c‘e Ko:#ch's predicament is Yot, a rather different }
' ,Qfartingipoint and a subsequent different conception of Mhrxiam” .:“‘
pte?ehts Mattick from fully understanding the logic of the devéldéé
ment 'of Korsch's thought~--which both explains why one remained a.

'“*fMarxilt andAthé other one did not, and why Mattick does not'dilcﬁss"

'gfthe latar Korsch. fn terms of the very logic of the Korschian




the Communist Party, and only the hope of eventually reconciling

the theory of Linkscommunismus with the practice of the working

class made the theoretical efforts of the council communists at all
legitimate in Korsch's own vision. The persistence in analyzing

the Stalinist phenomenon as a variant oi state-capitalism and

equivalent to fasciﬁgg:grevented the grounding of Marxism in the

Comintern~instrumentalized "world labor movement” and necessitated

' {f E@ a new theoretical grounding of Marxism, ‘its abandonment.
' 'Of course;, Rorsch and the council communists regarded the Bolshevik

_phenomenon as transitory as social democracy, and to be swept
_amide by the working slags afior tho newly developed state-eagitelism.;:‘
f.wuuld confront labor as a unit l Eriggering class consciousnese:l;-
“ffand'the £inal confrontation. nly after WWII did Korsch gradually -
come to relegate Marxism as the thought form of a bygone age whenif
.-j“the transition" began to appear much more permanent than: expected.
_What is significant, however, and has been missed by most critics,
is that Korach rejected Marxism by remaining firm on the t
'efundnmental tenet of his whole outlook, i.e., the analysis of
-

s

fknawled'a as_concrete medlation. /His very analysis of the develop-< '

jmente ‘of Marx 8 own theory postulated a unity of forms of being
and £o:ms of thought which remained his theoretical trademark.
he. put it in the very last page of his Karl Marx, reiterating a

;*ffmajor thesis of Harxiam ‘and Philosoghz: \“A genetic preaentation‘m_“
_ _onuld lhOW'with what precision and at the same time with what.
'fwoight every neaw phase of the real history of soclety, everynnuw

‘.'axperience of the proletarian struqgle, is reflected in each new
"tuxn ot tha theoratical development of Marx's doctrine... 7o be |




/

instrumental to the historical movement of our time is the great
purpose of Marx. In other words, genuine theory is such only
in its instrumentality to the class struggle, It is precisely this
argument which in the ) led Xorsch ‘to altogether
reject Marxism: "it is now altogether meaningless to ask to what
an extent the doctriné of Marx and Engels is in the present epoch
theoretically reievant and practically applicable... The first
step to be taken, in order to put together a revolutipnary theoryéu’dﬂﬂ*ﬁd'i
:and practica, consists in breaking with Marxism." 2 / ﬁh&f i
. Whereas Korsch remained faithful to the logic of his theo-
;ertical perspective, Mattick, who had never shared its fundamental
.a‘sumptions and’ QETVEEGEE‘BEEH—EE’EQEE—ian Marxist,)did not £ind 1t

. at all dlfficult to remain unmoved with an analysis whose foundation

ghgs long since been washed away by the erosion of new historical
‘events. It may very well be true that, as he put it, "all of the
A3L:-capitalist contradictions remain intact and require an alternative

' completely erent from the one offered hy capitalism" (p. 43).

- &~Rip van Wihkl roletariat to be awakened into action by the

eventual reassextion of the unsolvable capitalist crisis in the

) wake of the exhaustion of the Keynesian solutiont (“If revolutlanary

nﬂncn-lhnnnaua AaPnn—'ia on m'zﬂn‘-}u' dhown san e TS P

thna far experienced and that it will eventually engulf even the _
privileged minority of workers in the industrially advanced o

PR RRe RIS Y
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queances of their own activities. -@ Thus, from the @ first

introductory essay to Council Correspondence in 1934 4 to his

Marx and Keynes, Mattick remains immersed in the classical Marxist

perspective of the Communist Manifesto where feﬂr?niseration and class

polarization function as the fundamental determinants of the
proletarian revolution: "“The ruling class is the decision-making
class; the other class, regardless of its inner differentiations,
is at the mexcy of these decisions, which are made with a view to
the special needs of capital and determine the general conditions
- of societyytfﬁ) 0f course, lMattick is well aware of the major
.Jsocial develogments resulting from the shift from competitive,

.entrepreneurial capitalism to the monopely stage, -but he does not

'=think that they make much of a difference and, far from stabilizing-?"

?efthe eld'contradictions, they intensify them: accordingly, todaf
"the capitalist world is far more unstable, disor ed,'and
 ‘disintegrated than it was, say, fifty years ago. he current mix
Hof free and controlled narket relations, instead of making for
greater order, exclude both the automatic and 'contzziifbéé%2;237/

;gration of both the national and the world economy. "<

no alienation, no culture, no administration of everyday life in
————— e et

nlsthis account:: the economic dimension is the only one that matters,

| Korsch had also shared this perspective whereby "Ma
"m_terialist social scierice is not sociology, but economzca,\&z
“7iand with Mattick had accepted a variant of the old theory of the
°capitalist collapse. As Rusconi has pointed out, from the very~
"beginning of the council period, “the sclentific necessity of
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.

economy and a socilalist policy." éEZ)Thus, the "Pratiker Sozialismus'

that he put forth in an article by the same titlé:/)wss conceived
as a concrete alternative both to socialism as a pure science
which saw capitalism as naturally giving way to socialism {contra-
posed in Second International thinkers such as the Austro-Marxists
-=particularly Hilferding--to Marxism as an ethical ideal(EE;Lnd
that reformism which sought to carxy out a socialist policy within
a market economy. Unlike earlier versions of the theory of the
crash such as Luxemburg's which saw i+ as a result of the exhaustion
‘of areas in which capitalism could expand, or Bernstein's whioh
natural development of capitalism,

_SKorsch saw it as a result of the impossibility of institutin..a

:_social poliqz within a capitalist economyfii%Z&hus, rather than
Histressing objective factors such as economic laws, Koxsch focused
‘on’ the will and conscious human activity as bringing about that
‘sooialization which capitalism could not otherwise institute on
_'ahlong-term basis. Fascism, Stalinism, or state capitalism in i
iosneral, were seen ag transitory capitalist solutions which could,
Lat best, only postpone the sccialist outcome. Unlike nattick,
ihowever, Korsch posed this whole problematic(:;;:},an Hegelian
‘framework which eventually fqﬁagd him to abandon Marxism altogethsr
' __As early as Korsch had posed the problem of :re\rolution'i
not is sconomic Porl but, along with other council” theoreticia ‘
such as Grapmsel terms of a culturally and spiritually “nsw
e éf!/Within such a pprspectiVe, what justifies and at .
tho sams ‘time necessitates revolution is not just. misery or Vix:ﬂ'

fexploitation, or even insurmountable economic contradictions:h




/’\

the fact that Geist manifests itself as teleological human activity

(praxis) and capitalism both requires the fulfillment of this

spirituality because of its needs for functioning subjectivity

to guarantee accumulation, while unable to accept the society of

subjects that it prefigures because of its class character and

the principle of domination whose retention is the prima::;goad of

the bourgeois gtate. Although, as has been pointed ou rsch's

whole problematic of socialization during the council period up

he writing of Marxism and Philosophy, was posed within a

@ framework, it does no'l; take much imagination to see how
_ it could readily 1é#; in an Hegelian Marxist direction. And such
lfﬁa development explains hlS posing of the question of epistemology
Q;in the way that he aid. .
Within Hegelian Marxisﬁyfknowledge tends toward collective -
‘.self—consoiousness in the classless society in the form of a subject

: objeot identity where all concrete social individuals who are

'ff'such precisely because they are all subjects who produce and,
consequently, share common interests, collectively determine the

‘,dynamics of a social whole in which, for the first time, freedom

can be ‘automatically translated into necessity. In a class sooiety*'
: however,_knowledge becomes specified as class-consciousness and |

jcomes to express psrtioulsr class interests in universal disguises{

The historioal validity of the prolLetarian perspecti tiv
iﬁIa result of its objective goal of genuine universality
| abolition of olasses altogethex and, consequently, the :
OE_a*society of subjects. Within specific contexts of transition,
- this problematio takes on the guises of how the transition ig;to
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be carried out (organization) and of what mediations (consciousness)

1
to develop in a situation of rapidly declining bhourgeois domination.
Strangely enough, however, as Ceppa has pointed out, in Korsch--either

during the council period or in American exile~-there is no theory

of ideology or of organization, which is-a result of his particular

underatanding of the dialectiofjfa;ereas other council communists-

turned~Hegelian-Marxists such as Lukacs and Gramsci developed highly

sophisticated theoxies of alienation and of ideology, Rorsch arti-

culated neither one., His short—oircuiting of the dialectic between

appearance and reality led him to analyze ideologies as immeaiate
— e — -
expreasions of given socio-historical situations and to collapse

the problem of organization into the always already given class

B

struggle automatically generated by the capitalist organization

'realilevel of the logical-cognitive moment and the em pirical 1evep:

of genetic determinations--i e., the lack of a distinction betleen :f'

,of historical 'constitution' into the positivist problematio of

'empirioal' specification, with the result of reaching--through
f Rurt Lewin--a kind of paradoxical alliance between Hegel and %

&

Although ‘£rom as early as (1924 Korsch unqualifiedly defendéd

- the dialeotic from people such as Thalheimer who "hold that tha




corresponding historical-positive method of the social sciences,”

ANRLAY Y
of scientific research|” his own elaboratlon did not succeed in

by pointing out how ch?:ffthG 48 "the; gpec:fically bourgeois mathod
vworking out a radical alternative. His claim that "only an idealisgt
- dialectician could attempt to free the totality of the forms of
thought (determinations, categories)--which we partly apply -
consciously in praxis, in science and in philosophy, but which also
penetrate our spirit in an unconscious and instinctive way--from

the object of intuition, imagination and desire in which they are

] In the‘dialectic between universal and particular,_
the forme can only manifest itself through the latter without,
_however, being thereby reduced to it. The defense of the autonomy
.of theory, @ of the :.rreducxbility of the universal to the pay.
cular which became the leitmotif of Adorno's crusade against / {&)ﬁ

identity theorny:>is the very prgﬁondition or the kind of h&ﬂ*”

'torical specification of theory which Rorsch sought to carry ;Zf727

out. Historical specification is possible only within a

conqtituta a-historical framework which, however, does not

procigaly . ...

in’ order to concretelycej:ecity their praxis. This Gramscian

"t&;ﬂabaolute hiatorioiam'31 neither shuns practice, thus becoming,
as.. :i.n Adorno, a monumental justification for ite own political

;% impot ce,3 nor does it collapae into an equally impotent
\._____,..—a-—-———“’




pragmatism as in Korsch, but attempts to locate objective historical

possibilit' and thus intervene in the historical process.
Identity theory is the cancer that consumes Korsch's dialectics
. the lack of any theoretical preventive medicine such as a critiecal
perspective on science, leads him to a strange and eventually emba-
rassing interpretation which resulted in the vholesale dumping of
the Marxist perspective. As early as 1920 he had put forth a very
pragmatic account of science. He wrote: "science anticipates the
social reality which is about to assert itself, and precisely through
this” intellectual anticipation of the future, it poses one of the
“gqphditioes for the creative overcoming f:gm the old to the new forms
-eflindividual'and social being.' Exactly the same argument appiiee}
t jmaterialist dialectic which he sees as "an immanent and rifl
'component of revolutionary proletarian praxis.(§§) Marxism and the
jialectic are not ground in praxis but, like science, in determinate
‘;historical conditions. When the mediation fails to mediate, Korsch
tﬁ'haS‘to give it up. His inability or unwillingness to to recognize
.l‘any ‘theoretical autonomy to the dialectic has the dialectical conse-:f“
f,quence of preventing Rorsch from actually determining historical '
'ﬂ specificity, and his Marxism thexeby takes a metaphysical turn.
Notwithstanding the fact that Mattick remained an orthodox
: Marxist and Korsch did not, both shared an interpretation of Marxist

iltheory which, as Oskar Negt put it in what is probably the b%%t

‘—-.._____—-—-..,_-_’

aa_ﬁin the anthology being reviewed, ended up being na monumentaljs'
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eventually led Koxsch to present historical materialism as "an
empirical and scientific method with which to penetrate the
'eidola' standing in the way of unbiased research, and to deter-
mine - 'with the precision of natural science' the real subject
matter hidden behind the interminable confusion of 'ideological!
disguises.“36 Its claims, therefore, could be empirically

-verified as in_any other science. It is no wonder that Korsch

in his later years earned himself a reputation as a positivist.

We dubious Stalinist
f—_’—_““ﬁ______

Korsch never resolved the problem of science
fﬁhef fhan, as already indicated, by postulating a unity of
theoryfénd practice, and his vork contains no critique of

: science. 
It‘is precisely this postulation of the tendential unity

of theory and practice which had given rise in Marxism and

'!l:Philoaoghx to the perlodization of Marxism and provided Xoxrech
' -ﬁ:key to inte:pretzng the misadventures of Marxism from
18485to the 19205. According to such a periodization, Marxism
} reached”a high theoretical level in the works of Marx and
: Engelsﬂwhile it wag the’ intellectual production of a very

:_c_ed . n“mhnv- Af -l eoel

’ticnary wave vhich ended in 1850. After that. the separation

swelling of the workera' movement resulted in a broadening OE%

the base but with a louar theoratical level--Garman social
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‘democracy;39 Only in the third stége, through the political
maturation of the working class and the development of revo-
lutionary situations was it possible for Marxist theory to

become once again concrete mediation. Vhereas during the pre~1926

period Korsch stressed the Primacy of theory over political
Practice (Leninism) which explains the degeneration of the Second

International in temms of lack of correct political theory, after

his break with the party, Presumably through the influence of
-the council communists with whom he worked closely, theoretical
'shortcomings came to be explained in terms of the immaturity
”7of objective conditions. As Ceppa has put it, after his breal

%w1th ‘the party. ”the polemics agalnst Kautsky and against Lenin
ﬁére never genuine' polemics, but rather the rigorous demonstratzonn
of'the historical necessity of their ideological 11mitations.“4o
AnJéeven when Korsch began to question Some of Marx's viows,

these shortcomlngs were explained as “unavoxdable under the circum—,

-stances out of which Marx's materialist social research arose. "41

'“Las Negtmpoints out, "in spite of his intention, elements of the
Etheory of reflection" reappeared in his analysis (p. 99).

- i“veri£1cation,“ "laws," etc., became part of his vocabulary,

fwhile his outlook did not really undergo much of a change.




gocial context. Mattick, who had never been an Hegelian and,
therefore, did not have Korsch's theoretical committment to the
unity of social being and social thought, had no problem in
remaining a Marxist. The explanation of Korsch's political tragedy,
. however, is not to be sought, as has become customary,43 under

the unconscious influence of official party lnterpretatlons, in his
- "igolation from the workers' movement, “but)in his inadequate

critique of objectivism which, as Negt has put it, led him to

insist on "the restoration of the practico-revolutionary content
of the authentic philosophy of Marxism through the program of
applying historlcal ma;er;alxsm to 1t¢ own history" (p. 95).

the autonomy of theory takes. EE:_EEE;::)

Thus. in Bplte of himself, Xorsch ends up uncritically carrying

out a mechanical transposltion of theorctical mediations onto

the 1eva1 of metaphysics which, in restoring the original character‘

oi.Harxlst theory, also remained an expression of its or1gina1

o context, ‘thus trapping Korsch within a perspective whzch, under

the new conditions of advanced capitalism. had very little
chance £ belng politically viable.

Following Krahl, who against Habermas' trivialization of .
praxls into 1nstrumenta1 and symbolic interaction, vindicated the
phenomenologzcal problematlc of constitution,44 Negt shows. how :

Korach fell victim to objectawism by restricting himself within

101). This is why economics becomes the only viable Marxiat
sociology and "his theory breaks up in two parts which in Korsch




work co-existed with unequal importance.” Thus, "on the one
hand elements of contemplative materialism come to the fore in
relation to the particular empirical sciences, vhile on the other,

and in contraposition to it, Marxist theory is converted in the

theory of class struggle" 4= 101).46 The reification of historical

materialism into a formal method de-historicizes its structure

and forces the content to be dealt with as preconstituted and

as already given. This is why Korsch “obstructs the road that

could have led him to a lively development of Marxist theory" (p. 103), .

‘and, notwithstanding the fact that he has been classified as. a
'?fanatic of historical Specification,” Negt concludes that in

Korsch there is not even one "specific and material analysis

jca;ried out under the sign of his theoretical vindication" (p. 104).

: TThese theoretical shortcomings translate into major political‘;
problems when in the 1930s Rorsch sought to provide an analysis of
wnew socio-economic developments and devise a political strategy
adéquate to them. Thus, the realization of the bourgeois characteff.
of'hoth social-democracy and Bolshevism, combined with +the attemptedi

ifthematization of the capitalist overcoming of its laissez-faire
140: competitive phase45 led him and other council communists to

formulate the thesis of state capitalism and to eventually foresee
f"the imminent fasoistization of the world.47 But these changes in

‘3socio-economio content do not find a correaponding change in tha

‘tionary di:ection. Far from re-examining the base-superstxuctura

DR ) £ i b b
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expression in the collapse of base and superstructure and the gub-
sequent thematization of the integrational function of the culture

48 or of the internalization of capitalist mechanisms

industry
within the very structurs of personality,49 Korsch remains firm
~within the reified version of a Marxism rooted in entrepreneurial
capitalism. As a result, his penetrating insights into social
-developments in the 1930s lead him to predict the political re-
composition of the working class and the coming of the final revo-

50 Then subsequent developments falsified

lutionary confrontations.
gsuch'a prediction, Rorsch still refused to undertake a theoretical
reconstitution of Marxism and chose to abandon it altogether._

" The’ Korschian lesaon, therefore, is primarily negative and,-f3

_esumably, ita function within the present Spanish context 15

M&rﬁiéﬁ-mﬁéﬁ.bé grounded in praxis, but at the same time it must

‘notuhe'identified as a mere pragmatic mediation nor reduced to
expression 'of socio-historical conditions. After the 1930s and
‘the.advent of fascism, Stalinism or, more generally, the moxe
écent forma of totally administered society, the working class
ihas:been systematically prevented from fulfilling the role
;asa;gned to it hy Hegelian Marxists. The politicization of

' proletariat as ita collective subject. It is not avmatter qf.,'

.
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whether, but of how to retreat to the bourgeois individual. 1In
this respect, the fate of Korsch, Lukacs, Gramsci and the Frankfurt
School is indicative of the various options. With the exception
of Lukacs, who opted very early for the bureaucratic solution
rather than the return to the bhourgeois individval, and Gramsci,
who did not live to confront the consequences of the failures of
his brand of Marxism, Korsch and Adorno provide typical cases,
Neither of the tﬁo succeeded in providing satisfactory solutions
to the main problem. ZXKorsch's retreat went through American
éﬁﬁirioal science whose character completely baffled him,51
:while Adorno went back to the pre-W{yI model--precisely the one that
EﬁfLukacs had managed to reject by moving first to Hegelianism and
$Tthen to Marxism in the immediate pre-19220 period. None of theseiﬁ
1ﬁorngtives are satisfactory.

.”f;f a retreat has to be made, however, then it may well be

: ﬂi§37 larcuse derisively called the las+ bourgeois

] at a time in which he still hung onto the wniljerf

in théﬁﬁoésibility of a radical transformation before the coming

-ofréhé WwiI'holooaust. The return to the phenomenological proble-

.matic is the only salvation for Hegelian Marxism, Within it the
’fcommunist ideal of a society of free subjects does not take on
:;the character .of an unattainable Kantian ideal as in Adorno, but
Joan be grounded, through absolute historicism, in a 1ong-range

npolitioal projeot. In a context within which wage-labor is

,5ystematioa11y prevented from ever becoming praxis and thus making

it impoasihle for the "class in itself" to become the "olass for f{j

:iitsolf, praxis itself becomes anarohist and, more than ever,




transcends these class lines which have long since ceased to

make much of a difference in terms of revolufionary consciousness.
 What vthis means in terms of the practical problem of societies

such as Sgain in the process of undergoing a major transition,

is that the old third-internationalist Marxist rhetoric can _
.only be an obstacle to political and social emancipation: meaningful
solutions will have to be sought elsevhere. As in the case of the
council phenomenon which is the real historical experience giving
rise to the Hegellan Marxism of the 1920s, the new theoretical

perspective will have to come from the new experiences of the

“of the living “53¥&\4 \ ’1EV1-”//

Precisely because of their therapeutic theoretical function, .

x~hooks such as Karl Korsch o el Nacimento de una MNueva Epoca are

':a~welccmc sight--especially given their place of publication,

*Of course, the choice of the easays could have been better-

'Bubkmiller g polemic against Negt adds very little to the under— g

- e g e

_tionary talks, while Rusconi's attempted compariaon of Korsch,

RSB P P
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Rivista Storica del Socialismo, Rusconi fails to investigate the

£Ul1Y wealth of the left 0pposition--somethiﬁg that remains yet to

be donedEjS)Yet, the choice of Xorsch's "Crisis of Marxism®

55
(1931), = and "The Young Marx as an Activist Philosopher" (1934)
shovwe excellent judgment, which the editor will hopefully exercise

again in other similarly useful anthologies.

HMOTES

- 1. Of course, one of the reasons why such an anthology could
be published in Spain but not in Russia may be the violent anti-
Bolshevik character of most of the essays--and Korsch's work as
.Well, Yet, if one recalls that in Spain the most powerful radical

-force in thej}9303 was not Bolshevism but a variety of anarcho-

A

omrmnlgm v S vo- .nCrIEC'l 5 vision, the Pdu.l..l.t..ar..n.aﬁ of-the -
thology aﬁpears all the more politically explosive. . The publisher

~.may have printed it as a result of lingering pre-Franco political

- sympathies, while the censors may have approved it because of its -
genernl anti-Bolshevik thrust. L

2. Even the xepublication of(g;i>the isgues of Council
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23. Cf. Antonio Gramsci, Prison Notebooks, trans. Quintin
Hoare and Geoffrey Mowell-Smith (London, 1971), p. 242,

24. See Karl Xorech; "Die Politik im neveren Deutschland,”
‘Der Geist der neuen Volksgemeinschaft (Berlin, 1919), pp. 63-7l.
Korsch writes: "Soclallzation of the economy and socialization of
education are only two faces of the same process of transition from
a private to a communal socialist economy. This transition is
not important only and primarily for questions of production and
. consumption of material goods, but it is a cultural and spiritual
'question of immense import."

.- 25, Cf, Rusconi, "La Problematica dei Consigli in Karl

Korsch; " op.cit., p.~1202; and Michael Buckmililer, "Observaciones= -
_‘sobre:la Critica de Korsch de Oskar Negt," in the anthology being

reviewed, p. 117. ' :

S ';fféé; Leonaxdo Ceppa, "La Concezione del Marxismo in Xarl
Kofsdhf“ Annali Feltrinelli, vol. XV (lMilan, 1974), p. 1250.
AFL) Tbid., p. 1247.

S . RKarl Korsch, "Ueber materialistische Dialektik,"” originally:
-published in Die Internationale, vol. VII, nos. 10-11 (June 2, 1924),
. pp.:376-379, and subsequently reprinted in all German editions of
' Marxismus.und-Philosophie. For reasons neither clear nor justifiable
- - this Important essay Eas been omitted from the English translation
of Marxism and Philosophy. _

29, Ibid,

"~ {e39¢. Interestingly enough, vhen Adorno wanted to exemplify
identft¥ theory in Marxist theory, he specifically mentioned Korsch
. and... Diamatl C£. Theodor W. Adorno, Megative Dialektik (Frankfurt
__am Main, 1966), p. 144. ‘ S

1. cf, Gramsci, Prison Notebooks, op.cit., p. 465.

. Of. Theodor W. Adorno, "targinalien zu Theorie und Praxis,*ff'
rte: Kritische Modelle 2 (Frankfurt am Main, 1970), pp. 169~




Y

{é;J In many respects, this is precisely vhat Lukacs also
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