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| | ‘NEws & LETTERS

2832 East Grand Boulevard @ Datroit, Michigan 48211 @ Phone: 873.8959

TR L : ‘ July 5, 1983
Dear Raya:

: Here ig a very preliminary response to your question on Marx on

W -in the 1850s. It might interest you to know that in -

( decadp the Index to the volumes of the Collsted Works ne ref-
erence to the word "women"! That was ce nly not a category they were
'very interested in..However, here are @ oments from Marx in the 1B850s
-that I hope will be of interest: 7

| 1) cW, Vol. 10, pp.‘35§§§;;37%his is from Marx's review of G. Fr.
Dauner's book, Die Religi e3 neuen Weltalters, published in the NRZ-R,
in #2, and written in Jan-Fek, 1850, the month before the'address on
Permanent.Revolution"i ) -

- "It is the.same with the cult of the female as with the cult of
Rature, Herr Daumer naturally does not say a word about the
‘present soilcal pogition of women; on the contrary it is a ques-
tion only of the female as =idch. He tries to console women
for their civic destitution by making them the object of a .

.+, »rhetorical cult which is as empty as it would fain be mysterious.-
| " .Thus he seeks to comfort them by telling them that marriage "
~puts an end to their talents through their having to take care .
' . of the, children, that they retain the ability to suckle babes"
. even'until the age of sixty, and so on. Herr Daumer:-calls this
... the:“devotion of the male to the female". Tn order to find the’

. necessary ideal women characters for his male devotion inhis.’’

~native country, he is..forced to resort to various aristocratic

'jf*i@diés'of'thgﬂ&ggﬁis;;f:;gg Thus his cult of the woman is re- - -
- duced to the depress itude of & man of letters to respéctgd“

‘péﬁanegses---Whilhelm,ﬁe;qte;." [from Goethe]

r, Karl Marx: On Education, Women and children, pp. 135~136"
#iptrto a2 letter to Adolf Cluss (in the USA), written on:'
elling Cluss what sources to use.to attack.Kaxl Heinzen's_
istoric development of marriage. Marx lists § :
3tory of women that could be used, and which he has o viously -
including one that is in the "Hegelian conception®, which Ruge
:0;count, I doubt that very many people ever knew that Marx had
ng such ‘reading on this subject in thﬁzgégggzggggggij :
1'am xeroxing the pp. for you.

5,-1853 on the strike/lock-out in Preston, England.fhctually'
the strike wave of 1853 and the resurgence of the Chartiat
om 'Jaly 1, 1853 (pp. L68-72), and especially the Preston

(pp’ 331, 412-13, 447, 460-70).
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- What is a0 gtriking to me aboul this material is the way it exposes

ﬁtfhé falsifications of so-called feminist critics of Marx who want to say

that Marx was for "pushing women out of the factories", etc.-- that he

supported the le _workers "demands" that women be excluded. Yet here
is the actual (strike ton 1853-54? which Marx Qeeply supported and
followed daily, most especially listening to the voices of the women

workers. .

In the article on 11/11/53, he attacks the Economist Ffor claiming
that the working class had missed "golden opportunities" afforded by free
trade, by "marrying and multiplying”. Marx {p. 460) says: "The golden
opportunity of not marrying and hot multiplying, except at the orthodox
‘rate allowed by Malthus and his disciples! Gilden morality this!" '

' In opposition to such a fantatsti osition Marx takes up the actual
meeting of the Freston workers,/ 15,000 ff whom gathered to hear Ernest
~ Jones. The next article riEy== the Labour Question" written
-+ returne. to a fuller description o 18 meeilng, prefacing it with a

. 'scription of horrors of child labour (pp. 469-70): o

o "Boys of nine and ten working 60 hours consecutively, with the
exception of three hours' rest! Let the masters gay nothing about neg-
lecting education now. One of the above, Ann B.,fa little girl of nine
1y§aré‘of{agg, fell on the floor asleep with exhaustion, during the 60;¥?

he ‘was roused .and cried,.gﬁt was forced to resume work!:". Em-
TS L R . TN

'he  factory operatives seem resolved to take the education i\ -
‘out‘of the hands of the Manchester humbugs.;JAt a meeting held] -
e -Oxchard by ‘the ‘unemployed operatives ' ‘as we . egrs) | -
rs. N et Fletcher addressed the assembly on the imprép iety.
nales working in factories and neglecting their children .. . .
‘duties. Every man was entitled to a fair day's wages for
» by which she meant, that he ought to have such ‘re- ,
labor as would afford him the means of maintaining
mily in comfort; of keeping his wife at home to attend -
c.duties, and of educating the children. [Cheers] The .speakexr.
concluded by moving the annexed resoclution: 'Resolved, that N
ediportion of the females in this town do not intend to go to
1 itil:their husbands are fairly and fully remunerated for ...

{°er; Marx: On Educamtion, Women and Children, pp. 76-8b._i;id |
i "written Aug. 4, L858 for the NY Tribune, has noc yet appeared.
I am citing it from this source. It is entitled "Imprison-

; Bulwer-Lytton"., I am xeroxing the article . : ‘
‘piece, about. the.wife of a W@t who
: ‘up in-an insane asylum for- threatening to express diffezjing. .
’ swa—during her husbands re-éiction campaign, has quite a - -

ry ring to it. _ o

b;ﬁagaesom. of this is helpful.

Yours W




Dear Mike: \
Also please trmnalate for me “Aber das Vorh’n‘.ltn.!ﬁ‘(lw Gottinnen °
Ritokerinnerung aB) frihers freiere und einflussreichere

Posltlon der Welber." ‘
o Maxx says 2s e ths high state of womba
as measure of progress of fally &says that once "career of jroperty"=-

¥arx's phrese=ewill be abolished Learlier freedom restored, but not'as —

& unilessar line, btut dialectiocally as we can see from fire nythology

fully 50% of mythology Juno/Minerva acots for this QueBi ol -freedon of
womeny the other 50% is a projection into heaven is INVERSION OF ACTUAL
POSITION OF WOMEN IN GREEX SOCIETY,
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