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MARXIST HUMANISM TODAY
THREE BOOKS BY RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA

a raview oy Morgan Gibson

MARXISM AND FRELDOM FROM 1776 UNTIL TODAY
Humanities Press, Inc.. Atlantic Highlands, N. J. 0771¢é, 1982.
372 pages. 0=391-02624-0 paper $10.935.

‘PHTLOSOPHY AND REVOLUTION FROM HEGEL TO SARTRE AND FRO MARX ZO .
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7 s..Humanities Press, Inc., Atlaatic Highlands, N, J. 07716, :96;—

372 pages. 0-391-02648-8 paper $10.95. |
ROSA LUXEMBURG, WOMEN'S LIBERATION, AND MARX'S PHILOSOPHY UF
REVOLUTION |

S umanities Press, Inc., Atlantic Eighlands, N. J;‘off;g

234 pages.’ 0-391-02569-4 cloth $19.93
0-391-02793-X paper $10.95.




Raya Dunayevékaya is the %éading advocate in thé United
‘States of Marxism as a viable ﬁLmanistic philosophy of freedom
bétrayed bj Stalin.-Mao, Castro, and most other state-communists.

"Whereas Marx himself, exasperated by his folliowers, once declared,
“i?am_not a Marxist," Dunayevskaya persists in defending Marxism
against its foes and friends who misunderstand-ité.essential
inﬁeraction with Hegel's dialectical philosophy and actual

.struggles of _working clasées. The originality of her work
has been praised by Herbert Marcuse, Erich Fromm, Noam Chomsky,
Alistair MacIntyre, and other scholars, as well as by certain

‘aéﬁivists all over the world. Her three books are valuable

N for iibrary-co11ections of philosophy, modern history, and the

?soc1a1 sc1ences.

‘A chlld—emlgre from Ru881a with her parents, Dunayevskaya
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dia;ectic, and revealing that Marx had advocated not merely

the replacement of cepitalism by .a communis® economy, but

rathet full human liberation, the realization of the whole
" person as a rounded social being. So the dlalectlc is not

the creation of a new synthesis from thesis and ant1thesxs, but

"the negation of the negation," continuous self—activzty of
.strugglt ' against oppression. CertainlyMaws would have condemned
" the oppression of current communist systeme, as much as Christ
would condemn most churches,

In her flrst book, Marxlsm and Freedom: from 1776 Unt11 Today

'(orlglnally published in 1958), she explaine how Marx's theory

f-evolved from the actual practlce of class-struggle, and how

fLenln rediscovered the Hegelian dialectlc in Marx's wrlt;ngs .

ing he potentlally democratic soviets 1nto a state.capltallstxc

e End.f
S

nMBr‘ tt ﬂMao (first published in 1973) expands her: xaminatio‘
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- 4nd she finds Marx's prophgcies-coming true in the African
revolutions, perennial East Eurbpean revolts against state-
‘capitalistié communism, and £he American revolts of the 1960's
("The Black Dimension, the Anti-Vietnam War Youth, Rank-and-File
Labor, Women's Liberation").

‘The 1982lrep;ints of Dunayevskaya's first two books are

integrally related to her new book, Rosa Luxemburg, Women's

Liberation, and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution, in which she

éloquently relates the life and thought of the heroic Polish
revolutionary to current liberation struggles of women and
'1'min0rities. and to Marx's theory of "“Revolution in Permanénce."

fDunéfevskaya is as heroic as her heroes in advocating

‘Marxist Humanism at a time when all humanism is condemned in: "
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