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MINUTES OF REB MEETING OF SEPT, 16, 1983

Prasent: A1l but Denby 111 Suzanne excused. Diane present as sitter~in,

Agenda; I, Carrying tut Constitutional Convention Decisions; II, Ramifications;
TII. Ongoing Activities; IV cew _

I and IT., Raya combined the first two ‘points con the Apendg -~ Carrying Out the
Decisions of the Constintional Convention and their Ramifications —— 4in her
Presentation, stressing that first to consider is the Constiution itself, what
has been concretized there, now that we have a body of ideas called Marxist-
Humanism, articulated in the trilogy of revolution, is what it meant that, as
founders of Marxist-Humanism in the U.S.y we would have both a paper "created so
that the voices of revolt from below could be heard not separated from the arti-
oulation of a philosophy of 1iberation" and a vhole theoretical concretization of
Marxism for pur age -~ Marxism and Freedom,

I went back to re-study the additions
itution and counted 20 new points we made there -- and
¥8F, but, rather, a development of what
ophy and Revolution and Rosa ILuxembur Women's
's Philosophy of Revolution,T tried to express the 20 new
‘mﬁ?"’me—%m. I came up with the following
Pé&raeraph, which o6xpresseas both what the Constitutional Convention was about and
some of the ramifications that will follow from 1ty
In the Marx centenary year -
when, on the one hand, we have witnessed 30 years of the movement from practice
that is itself a form of theory, and, on the other hand, the objective situstion
has reached such a totality of global crises in a nuclear world -- ve discovered

~ the trail to the 19805 4n the "new moments" .Marx experienced and articulated in

his heretofore uninown writings, Those new moments, those.new paths to revolu-
tion, hj retumn (in the Hopel

"revolution in per-

Totally new 1s this re-examination of the 'rehtionship of spontaneity to
organization -and the.re~working of "revolution in permanence,” both in relatien~
and practice and as ground

_ Raya then developed further the Hegelian concept of return, stressing
that, where others admit that there were "new moments" in Marx's last decade, they
see.thess new moments 88 a break with what Marx had developed up to then, Marxist-
Humanism seesthese new moments as the highest concretization of ‘his-whole 40 years,
The -concept of the 20 "news". that RP had counted in ths amendments we had just
added st ba the ground for organizational growth and new members as.we begin
to spell out the ramifications of this very special convention, - - '
T ‘ , : - The Perspectives
Report togather with the new Paragraphs added to RIWIKM over the past year has
already been sent, out as, Post-Convention Bulletin No. 1} the Reports on Organics -
tion, Paper, Constitution » And Denby's Statement are now being stencilled to send
out as Fulletsn No, 2; and ¥ike's Summation will be ready to mail.out by the énd
of the first wesk in Oqtober, Dave, in N,Y., has been asked to typeset. & sample
page of the Constitution, and we will ¢im to have that printed as soon as possible,
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REB, Sept. 16, 1983 ~~ page 2 “I...
Raya sadd’ she’ had edited her tetter on “Hevolutions and Philosophies" and proposed
that we pepublish it as thus expanded . She had also made notations for another
new paragraph: for RIWLKM; vhich micht he included as & post-script to that letter.
The paragraph would be for addine to p. 180 of RIWIXM, after paragraph 3, where
RD had written: "It was no acoident ..., that Fngels, who certainly apreed with .
Marx's analysis of the’ ‘Asiatic’ mode of: production, nevertheless skipped over the
question of the Orlental commifie ‘in his “ahelysis of prinitive dommunism in The -
Origih of the Fadily.” She s&id’ shs ko cha hed not "proved” it was “no accl-
dent"and it was that "proof” she had now wofke% ut- and wanted to include, Thé
proof” would congist of showing that Engels: lef 'fﬁsmm wode of 'production because
he was' no diglectician; From the bepinning, even when he, wag halping Warx with
the- Tribune articles, he saw chly wopdental despotisa" and not its dialectic oppo-
‘aite == that is, what the commune had thd potential to become, When Varx later
was working on his EN and baceme excited about the Ihdiah dommune- forms, ke never
separated it from what he lad earlier done on the Asiatic mode of productions But
because Frigels continued to be amdlinear in his view, he embraced torzan as virtu-
ally a dinlectical materialist, and it completely prevented him from grasping
Marx's critique of the commmal. forms - et o C

S .- The actual vorking out of this paragraph,
however;’ an well as the re<issuance of an edited and expahded Letter on "Revolu-
tio:a and Philosobhies" would have to wait until after the raturn from New York
next week, “ ' ‘




