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sl oChis 'being Marx!s-birthday, it .i8 a-great day for: summing
( up the tourwge thesground :for.the prevaratldnifor our Constitutioral
. Convention,.  "However, the REB yesterday was‘duch a lengthy meeting ==
from'7:PM 10-10:30 PM~= and the ‘discusdion’was’ so° important; that:
it becomes:impésaible -to sum up the:tour as-a. totality heres thg 46
b speeches ‘plus the 6 &informal. speeches and 'the.6 appearances.in the
! mass media in N.¥:, Philadelphis Wisconiin, Seattle, Utah. plus.. a
;%de; ﬁapg;made for an Afro-American Studies class on Marx'ahnd the
aoc orld, - e

: - What I will:ther&fore do is. single out three "firsts" that
have a diréct effet¢t on the "organizatich, ahd leave all:the.ress:of
. : the presentation’and discussibn’ for :0lga to record. as the minutes you
N will receive next week,
: ,."“:'.'. --.-l-' ,.-‘_A:.h-'l ._" . _;._r.:.. '_]., !:.....‘ T - s . ';:' '.":'
¢w7:" The~firet and .ldstimeetings. weré singled.'out -becausesthéy
€0 "t0..thevery-roots.of Marxist-Humanism-in the U.S.,vthe first,” in.
wWest Virginid,:because.that'sswhereeverything began to.change.ob- -
jectivelx;and'auhjéctively-in»I9501 the--lasti-the joint.meeting=of...
the Bay-Ares and InA."locals;: bécause organkzationally,. not as of -
1950-but-as 1983, 4t will-havelthe :greatest-impact -on the_work betweén
now' and :Convention. ~I'm referying-to the factithat this-is“the:first
~time -ever thdt a:sum+up. meeting, restricted: moré:.or less-:to.members.

y and-not advertised;: brought--cut more than:58:-= some .coming allithe - .
way :from SanDiego-and-Santa Barbara (and Jén,fron Chicdgo.also drop-=
ped«in)i-:: The' West Virginia' meeting was reported on by:Andy:some. bime
agos-ibut .it-is . ofly when.you.see the procdss of what it.resulted in-:’
by: the timéithe>tour ended;, that you recognize :its ramificgbidne:. -=+.

- whether-that - is from -my speech itself, which begdn -with Marx Pegarding

‘John Brown's attéack on Harper's Férry a world~shakirg ‘event that.:would

lishment of!theé: First Workingmen's Internatiorals 'and--thenfrelated:
what happened 90 years after,i.esthe origind:of Marxistv=Humaniém'ir:the

West Virginla, = i@ w1 Lo R P A
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-+ :* - The' proéess.continied  on*whati.seemed a very

when, .in"New:York,:the Tdaiiiment:Library, whid¢hikas the migrofilm:of
.all - of our’ documents=since 1941y asked fortan~interview with me-ih
order to’eatablish:both-fiy activity-in that!Gendral -Strike end -
what 1t meéant in:the:actual -labor struggled~in theé: U.S. .It is-at this
'point that’a new illumination was thrown bothion the unrecorded labgr
struggle »that-2ed 46 Matxist Humaniem's: newfgiobal category of-the -
age :as a~movemhent: frodvpracticeithat is:itgelf. .a' form:of:théoryi and
on our subjective, :historic-contribution  In that &iriuggle. But the .
- climax: tordt+alloccurred at/:the very lagt meeting in.L.A: .when the .
two-who hdd partitipated withiindy-in.that iStrike -~< -Rayiand.and. '

‘~and-the totally:. di¥ffevent organizational:attitudes between.oursalves;
- the SWP, the WP and the emerging differences between myself and CLR
CrJAMABE. et o et P, s, b
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Jo2tte U1t 48 of -thé essence both as objedtive, crucial:labor
struggle:din. the UiS.: and ;as subjective.s- not as “persénalt but es.-
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- -result 'in.nothing lesswthan:the. Civil:iWar im-the . -U.S, -andithe estali=._

General Miners' Strike.== . or whether that is from the fact that. -
actual.Dariicipantsa;n:?pat*Sﬁr;gebwéreain_theTﬂudiénQewitselr in™ 7

different, leval

_ “Frank --fpoured:forth their remembrances, bdth as to the actual-evénts




;jfpeat_meoting with Blacks
“In

- thizers (important that is, .not as'members but as sympathizers

3 ‘degd=1~s£oka on four Afro-American platforms, one Black radio. station,
- an et E

‘consider. a‘continuing dialogue with me important and may also review

-2e

ideological,~=-" manifestation, Or as we have often expressed it:
when a movement that is itself a form of theory is born hisotrically,
that is .the challenge to the theoretician to develop to the point of"
philosophy.  Let.me put it:another way. Whereas previously we have
correctly, philosdphically, esfablished Marxist-Humahism's beginning
not-just when we ‘organizationslly - became News and lLetters Committees:
in 11955, but in the 1953 breakthrough on the Absolute Idea, six weeks
before- the -outbreak of the East German Revolt -~ JT NOW BECOMES CLEAR
THAT THAT MOVEMENT FROM FRACTICE WAS NOT ONLY 'IN:PRACTICE BUT IN OUR

THEORETICAL ATTITUDE TO IT AND:THAT IS WHAT LED TO THE BREAKTHROUGH
ON THE ABSOLUTE IDEA. '

‘ - IT_IS -THEREFORE .CRUCIAL-TO HAVE A PAMPHLET ON THAT STRIKE
A%% SHOW ITS INSEPARABILITY FROM OUR OWN CONTRIBUTION, This 'was the
£irst motion put to the REB, which voted for it unanimously,

The second "first" occurred in Chicago. On the one hand,
this-was. the greatest of all the organization's results on “"Have
Thumb, Will Travel,” and came about when Chicago reached out to
get lectures in lIowa, Yisconsin and Urbana., On the other hand, the
Chicago local, as g local, had no outsiders oresent at its sum-up.
The one who did most to get. the cut-of-town lectures was David Park,

-1t is he'who showed so.great a sense of organization that not. only

were the-lectures obtained, but the follow-through in.each place be
gan on the spot.* Wurthermore, when I explained to him that our origi=

.-hal .aim to have Chicago become a true sub~canter envisioned - also con-

taet wlth Denvar, ‘where, in the 1960s Mary Hamilton organized both a
and one on the university-campus that was- .

formal, he thought he could make such a trip -sometime before the
Convention, - '

| .~ The third "first" includes Black Americen intellectuals,
the Black Consciousness Movement of Africa, Black West Indian intel-

:lectuals, and the new introduction to ACOT, For the first time in

many years,.we have ‘an important Black dimension to our symfas.
1in=

t is.clear that there are several Black intellectuals who -

the book, .- In an-important sense, this also gives a new illumina~-
tion. to my participation in the Third World Women's Conference and

. -agctual relations -around Marxist-Humanism both with Iranian-and Iraqui
‘digeidentss All of this plus the letters awaiting me on my return
-from. Lou, .Diane, - Tommie and Susie .as contributions to the new ‘Intro-
dwtion I will write for ACOT, which will have, as.focus, the latest
- paragrdaph on Black dimension I have added to RIWLKM, means that
~will ' need at least a weak before I can comment on them, -

Finally, fhere is the importance of the international .trips

. three of which are now ongoing, but on which we cannot draw any cone
~olusions until the travelers return. What I did not reyort to the
"REB, because:it cannot take-effeoct until July, is.the very new phe-
‘nomenoh of having a woman as co-author of the internatioral column
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"Our Life and Times." Peter Mallory has been anxious to cede his
co~authorship, as he did his original membership in the REB, to a
younger comrade. But until my trip to California I did not finalize
Magﬂ's agreement to accept the sdditional task of being that co-
author. :

You also need to congratulate Peter, who has made the most
original contribution on the Ethnological Notebooks, and thus opened
the entire question of our challenge to post-Marx Marxism to a new
audience, As soon as his essay is printed in the outside journal
that has accepted it, we will reprint it as a pamphlet of our own,
so that this crucial challenge becomes the focal point for develop-

around Chapter 12 of Rosa Tuxemburg, Women's Li~

ing the discussion
beration and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution.
You will receive the

report of the last week of the tour -~ that is, the lectures at
Santa Barbara, San Diego, UCIA and Cal State -- directly from Peter.

Clearly, this exhaustive but also most challenging trip
around the trilogy of revolution has so many new vantage points from
which to jump off and develep the- preparations for our Corstimtional . .
. Convention, *that it must be seen as the preparatory stage for our
., Peraspactives, not only for-the American revolution but for the global

ad;?ection.

Yours,

RAYA

. '* This was also true in Salt Take City, where, though we have only | |
‘one member, Ted, the public meeting was so successful that, on the-~-~.. . .
- 8poty we found there were five minimum who felt close enough to want = :
- "to meet with us to plan for a study group -- and some of whom are -
" thinking of an even closer organizational commitment., Indeed, both :
-on the mass media exposure’ and,thé new type of sympathizers, extends;
“ing from a musician to an important anthropologist (whose new book ~~° 7 . “
--Mike will be reviewing), we have a very new type of foundation to ..
' bulld on. Indeed, we may even have live entertainment at our Con-

‘- “vention party.




: "IFUTES OW REFE PERETIFG, TAY 4, 1cg3
Presgnt: All but Denbv, 111: Diane as sitter-in

Agenda: %;rSgggUp-of Tour - as Ground for Constitutionsl Gonvention;

Raya said that althoy

ond part .
that- compelled her to 8ingle out.of the 46 formal speeches, 6 infor-
~mal speeches, 6 appearances on mass media and one on video~tape, and
all the rest of this tour, only the main points that are new and most
important in terms of the impact on our own convention. The letter
to_the ‘locals of May resents- the thrust of Raya's repor¥:to the
PER, 8nd is to be considere D these minutes 8 to
be recorded here arve the proposals acted upnng Thus, singling. out
the very first and the very gaat of all the meetings as the two *“best:
wag because the first, in West Virginia, enables us to see the process
of what flowed from that "#eturn¥: to our roots in American labor by
ﬁhe time the tour was over; and the lest, the sum-up on Fay 1 on the
~e8t Coast; transcended the gap that has-always confronted us between
the successful campus lectures and ‘our own organizational meetings.
(Raya indicated what might be added to the Constitution if we do have
& pamphlet, et the end of para.4, which.would show the inseparability
in a very. conerete - 1losophy and organization.). .To work out
such a pamphlet was the first motion put to the REP -~ and Raya will
meet with Endy to discuss it in full,. : c

%

T She also discussed Urbana more fully, stressing the
1mportance~of~theLseyeral'platforms she had been given.during.this .
tour by Afro—Ame:icag departments as well as +this Third World Women's
Qonference, .The hotir presentation at Urbana is now being tranacribed
-ﬁndtgill be inéluded in their publication of all the papers from that
:mee' ng" “',"""" _' * _"""l . : RO R TR L L
.. Raya-algo developed in more detail the several Black intellec-
“tuals from Ann Arbor to Vashington, D,C, to Santa Barbara and Jos An-
‘geles, who are interested in the whole development of RD's work on the
Black dimension, including the differences with CIRJ -- which, indeed,
wag one of the queations explored in the video interview as well as
." The in-person discussions around attitudes to the bér#e¥ movement, The
.. 1nterview for the ‘Black radio stations is also an important breéakthrough
- during this tour, and points up the variety and scope of the redia :

coverage,
C Indeed, it was felt that each local where interviews were

- taped should attempt to get a copy of those tapes for our own future
“use, " And not all the interviewers were sympathetic to our views --
vhich served to sharpen them and heighten the interest. This sharpe:~
- ing of our.differences with others is exactly what will.botw gain us
‘new friends and ‘members, and separate those who do not accept our very
-concrete challenge to ail post-l'arx Marxists. -




- : Raya said it was
- -important {o wmake clear that while she had indicatEHXEhe new develop~
- hents may lead to-viewing Chicago as Certer, that is not the concen-
.. tration at this Convention, Seeing the vcssibility of developing

Ohicago as subeenter is the concentratior we are concerned about, -
and vwhat'is Involved in the concrate motions before us.




