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MARXIST~HUMANISM, 1983: THE SUMMATION THAT IS A
NEW BEGINNING, SUBJECTIVELY AND OBJECTIVELY

INTRODUCTION: *here and How to Begin Anew? E%CAf

II1I.

NEW MOMENTS IN MARX THAT FORM TRAIL TO THE 1980
-2\

IN MARX, 1843-1883,
N MARXIST-HUMANISM, 1953.-1983

WHY, THEN, ARE THERE STILL BREAKDOWNS BETWEEN
THEORY AND PRACTICE, BETWEEN PHILOSOPHY AND REVOLUTION?
"3 BOOKS, NOT 1"

,in News & Letters as in all 3 books,
e Follow-through, Here and Abroad, by the Center

. ‘and in each Locality; THE NEW in the "Who We Are and What We
-Stand  For" Statenent, Now that we have, as a Totality,

Marxism and Freedom, From 1776 Until Today: Philosophy and

:Revolution:From Hegel to Sartre and From Marx to Mao:;

“i*Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation and Maxx's Philosophy of

Revolution 28 well as American Civilization on Trial: Black

 f‘MasseB as Vanggard, Indignant Heart: A Black. Worker's Journal
and ‘the Political-PhiIOBOthc Letters

R e ——— )




National Chairwoman's Report
t» Meeting of Expanded REB,
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MARXIST-HUMANISM, 1963: THE SUMMATION
o Nm anmms, ‘8U Ivm AND OMVE

| INTRODUCTIGN:_fhere 'a’ W
‘I‘he reason that we hegdin, not ob ectivr-"ly as

is that the "here and now" demends a deeper probing into the creative mind of Marx.

'f'he varp and woof of the Marxilan dialeotic. the unchained’ Hegelian dia-
‘lectic, the dialectic of the revolutionary transformation 1s, after 2all, true ob-

:jeotive].y and nubjectivelv. Yet PartIII of Rosa Iammburg. ’rfomm 8 I.iberation and

Lln_r_ng_'_gi_@_hﬂ_._osonhz of Qevolution heging the probing of Marx before he fully: hroke
with bourgsois aouiet.y. when he worked en his doctoral. thesis on the "Difference -
=-botweem Demooritus and Epimxrua.r ‘Thus began his very first critique or Hegel, in'

18¢+1 a8t it appuared 1n the Notes tha.t were known only to himse'l.f. What did appear
“4n- the doct.om‘l. thssis iteelf was what pemded those Notes, i._e._‘ thexquestim_ “How

-

nto bog:In anewlsc o s - T . T

il

v -"""’“"J'

The reasct, 'hlmt q\last:lon reappsars here is not to’ emphasize hcm 1t ante-
dated *Mam. s discovery of & who'!.s new uontinent of thought and revo‘l.ut.ion, but
‘rat.her) beca.use it rsappeared 5.n* its true proﬁmdity in Ms.rx s ovn greatest work.‘ e

_Cg_p tal: (I'm:referrﬂnﬂ 'i'.o the dei‘initivo Frenoh edition, L8?5) as; weu as m the’ "
ORI

wrwhutnueude of his Iife, 1n what e now cal‘l. Marx 8 "naw moments" of discovery
tooved ey 2 il : ST
Tﬁt me rephraae this. Ths orucia.‘!. {:rut.h 13 t.hai'. ths questiom How ‘bo

SthdAn m S eET Bl ass T fr

begin anew? informed the Hhole of his diatectic methodo‘l.ow - even aftsr his dis-

LR R TN TR : ]-B

L

oovery of a whole riew: aont.‘ment of thourht. even after the nublication ‘of the ﬂ.rst

TRy ot "-'r!\,i; P ey

fitan Jeors

| editioi of Capital'ds’ we'l'l. as the 1875 edition; after the Pards Comiie, when he * -

Smepnoee oy o et Trew i

. he took issue with- H.'lkhailovakv who hnd writtm what turmd out to he whnt all Doat-

20t s TTIE.

}hrx Marxlats 1ikewlse nocentfd ¥ 7.} the c'l.imx of the work, t}mt 1.3 ’ the ":iistoric i
Terdénoy'of Capitalist Acowmilition®-as's universal, Marx, on’the othey hand, held
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FEJ_ HOMENTS IR MARX THAT ARI" THE 1@03 TRATL

The £irst new moment that was not rrasped W the first post-Marx Marxist
generation was due not merely to the fact that Tnzels harl omitted the naracraph from
the French edition of Capital,vhich had heen definitdvely edited hy Merx, when Enx
gels transferred Mers's additions to the Gewrman, Marx's point jn that émitted para-

graph on further industrialization (as it covered the whole nation) and, with it,.
althourh
the nradominatﬂ.on of foreimm over internal trade, wms that/the vorld market annexed

"vast Iands 'in the Few Wor'l.d in Asin, in Austraida,” that wouldn't abate “the-

eenora'l. orisis of capitalisn. Cn the con trarv. The nev development in capitalism
a-ey

meant that the ten—vca.r cvcle he had. orteinally cited as ‘the crisis that re#u‘!.arlv

follows capitausm s grorrrt.h would occur more often

st et o W?t wasn't grasped hy a 'I.ess creat:lve m-'md than Mam ? ?rg.s that, i’ar
‘ frqmq?&gxciir?‘a‘.gtio "Historical Tendencv of Capi'be.‘list Aceumu‘lation"' sji;‘mii‘m:;' o
\ﬂ:}v?l;gel'igtv fﬁf\a-&} *beeimo'toaical deve'l.opment, :lt characterized onlv ‘Weste:r? Fuf:pe
i wh:l.le "the Ruasians" couJ.d ohooss a different path. Post—Mam Marx:lsts fai’ I.ed to

L . . PR
o LY T I L Ty Yol a e THETL gyl and weneeah

grasp th‘l.s 'oecs.usg 1:.hsv senarated economic 'laws from the dia lectics oi’ revolution.

s

‘l‘€ - .'"""!r’

‘For Hnrx. | the other ha.nd 1t wag jus+ this conct-‘pt of revolution which changed -

LN
sandt Vg : S e apt

every-t.hinp, :lnolurJinp economio ‘lmrs. Ha re;jected -the- fact of Westem capitalist

At ¥piiet @R T - U O o

devo'lopment as a miverse.l for a'l.'t.. de'I.Ved .’mto the 'I.atest anthropolopical |

e LR Dy ap B vy, A
studn‘%egg :ngi t?en wrote to Vera. Zasulich strassinp the noasihi'l.‘lty i‘or revrolution
{1 ~ tey P LN -;'-.‘ g
to erupt. In a teahno’l qica. L‘l.,v bnckward co\mtry Iike Russia "ahead of

ooted edetanpobi-tar

7 ]h this 'lotter to Zasul.ich he ha.d mada direot referenee to t.he "Americm" (he was ‘

B AR Lt v Y O T L -, RN qnEdeye s, '.,-f

“ Y
J e st

referr:lng to Morgan's incient S‘ocietz) whose atuﬂipa of nre-capita'li.at societ:lss. b

OF Matrae

' Marx thought, further proved that the maaant aommurne form of deve l.opmeﬁt cou‘l.d

' T.ead Russia, if the historic conditions were ripe and it was working with West Eur- S |

ope, as we.l.l, to initiate revolution,

To make sure that none misunderstood his concept of rewolution and the

e e gt g s e
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Hhen +he Rusatan Revolution did no* qucoeed 1n ertendinrr 1tse‘l.f interns-
+iom.11v. whrm wor‘lﬂ canits.!.ism rerrained ‘I.if;? and ;ta‘linl was victorious in a new
for'n of statp—oan"l.ta L¥sm, post-Mark Marrists nroved iricanable of folldwing Marx's
Promefhean visjon. This failure craated a theoretic void: inahilitv +o face the
new roa.littr of the posf—-\mr}. ave, F‘ven +.hoss- vho did ‘ne.l.k at anv supnort of WWII:
refusing to use ‘the ratiom‘l.e of +hat “Deft" wh'loh explnined its c'lass-col'!.ahora -
*'107‘18“' ‘ﬂlﬂ‘i"fhi' olaim *hat they' werd not really sushorting:an imperialist war,

'hﬁ' supporting anti—Naz1 activities - ‘and Trotsky and the american 'l'rofskvites cer-

tainlv did ‘oPpose the ﬁrmeri.a'l.‘lst Yy - hawrthe le'ss ended by tailending %alinism-

voe, -
t SuE v

We who did fu‘l.'ly hreak with Trotskvism and felt compelled to ana I.Vﬂe thﬂ

new res.'l.ity or state-oapita‘l.‘i sm -~ and t.ho Jo}mson-uorest Tendency did. represmt

et . o

a grpat t,heoret.ica.‘l advanoo 1n Ehat rospect - nevertheloss faiTed to work “out ;-

EEAI 1 e

‘wa' ﬂie Tcndencv was for mstmd of on‘lv what 11- waa asrainst. In a. Worr!. it: had |

et by p..‘.- LI S R

state-capitalism and l.ook:'mg with new eyes at lahor's creativity in working, ou;t‘. new
‘ ‘;_;fgrps‘ of' revo‘lt. N 1‘1éVPrthe“l.eas. ‘wéi‘e e o' skir) 'ovér 't'hr ":ta'l'e-catiita'l.iat Ten-
LMﬂ’:"“s’ ohallenpe ‘t,o ’I‘rotskvi sm, we- t-rou‘tﬂ 'l.éavp an histor'jc Loopho‘l.e onfthe quint-

' Al P
‘ Rt f‘-:ﬁu-‘ssn‘p

d;_oaenf‘j_a‘l re‘l.afionshin hstwem ph‘ﬂosoohy and revolvtion. be*ween theow and prac- -

Ié-u ie .
ooy

tice =y, 1 not 1o ment:.on the" seareh i‘or tho 'l.ink to thera‘hso l.u-t-,e L}r indisps!'ioab‘le crea-

"'"." fog¥ r-n L
- ,\,3 f r)f .-
- RTRCTEE e T kT

tivo m‘hnr! "of N.Iark. The '!H s'l'oi'ic 'I.ink must he re—esta.hl:lshed AT we.. arer oerioua about

.*0; viarer

v revol.ufion An our ‘aee, Tha\‘ niéw hen-jnning eame

tion —-— lfews and Iﬁt'ters Comwithes. 1955.

‘“.z,' e, LR ._-.’.\ ey

o v;."r"':{"mr"' '.Before ‘theé est.ah'lishmmt of the Conmittees e h.ad. when stﬂ.’l a mrt{of

YT

‘ﬂxo §ta£e-capita l.ist Tendency, hroken through phﬂoaovhica Ll._cr on the Ahuo I.utc Itlel.
"'fhat‘hupﬁened"in 1953- It is fhia. .'hlnt this. oatchinLoi‘ the new. :i.n our anutlut

oA oy

’ ‘ﬁfd 'Ehe groqnd..,forpsselnp the link: ‘of foontinuifv with Marx . It hecomes moum

.
K L LRI

- ‘““{‘to atav’a 14t16 Lonfrer on those two years . l.953 to 1955, 4o vork. cut, - 4n m'l.l..,wour

* cvm contritutions, not just as apainst Trotskvism hwt also against Johnsoniam. . h
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& single issie as T did vhen T considered how wrong is Terin's eoncept of the
vanguard party for oup age, This time thé point of reference is to phi'l.osopl‘r,v
"itself, which Lenin did finally see as "d:ia lectic proper” it nevertheless stopped
his Abstract of Hegel's Science of Logic ha'lf a paragraph shoit of the end of the

Absolute Tdea, " Tt 45 on that point that I first took issue with his Abstract in'

" the Philosophic Notebooks. Tt is true that I eéxplained my "daring” as being nece&-
sitated by the ‘objective situation which followed his death, so that wheareas he
saw Stalinism only in embryo, we had to suffer through a whole quarter-century.of
it. "But that had not stopped me from refusing to remain.only on the "political’-

scene. Instead T went on my oun to Philo sophy of ‘Mind; and'afterward . discoversd:

A}‘that ]' had a.lso gone past where Marx broke off ﬂn his "Critique of the Hegelian

Dia'l.ectic " b

L o : . .. . ., . s - o
. Jooon o, : oLt T . - A &

--—c _-..‘_ - .. - -
B 1]

k', - naturall.y, fiot dismigsed’ ths rest as indénge~
. qumha g 'cota"i.n.ty of the Hogeliin'dialectis "in and for itself" hig - g
- not only bﬂm‘ﬁl;lls' 1nwa.rd129d, ‘it Marx had’ recreated it in the fadt that’ by
- m"l‘.l'u-m 'hé Had’ alscovered a Whols hew continent of thought and of ‘revélution whioh: kas
remained e ground for ‘Merxists, and‘will continue to he our~ground! i td] Fe" ‘Have

4

‘f‘.’m‘ai'ly e.nd totally’ uprooted capitaligm, =~ - - B R

;,,!u t h*- ir ""{“ F R T e Il' et . . ) :

Neverthe‘l.ess, it is a fact that our age had to return to Hegel in order

gy g "
faimE 5, LR eV st

——— e

- t‘?ﬁ yq\rk out that which Marx had not "trans]ated." What had nof become concrate
' - N L .:s.'l.i‘.i" X

L for the other age had become impemtive and urgent for ours. For our age. howevar,

- ‘t"that. philosophica.l. mediation became a'l.ive as forces of revo‘].ut:lon as Reason rather
M eed'ihg ‘any i‘urf.her abigtract developmsnt as that middle which.first oreates
) ""6&‘1‘ :I.'EE A8 whol, ‘T referring fot to the ‘general questidn of ‘absolute: negs-

| ‘.i'fivit. fic; h:leh Marh Had f11F worked oitt &s Fevoluticn in: permandrice,’ but t6 athe T
gstﬁeaérfi“f'éa of the ‘final’ three Sy‘l.'logisms that Hegel himsélf had ‘worked ot “onilye the
* mmﬂi:ef&rt his dcath. ~ “Eveén more apccifica'l.ly T'm I*miting myself 'to “the’ i‘:Insl

paragrfph GS??) of Hcge'l.'a Ph:llosogk_xx of Mind, which' stateés "1t "is the natﬁmfof’

15415f.

O ok
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gt v oo Wy e

had practiced it Was that Marxism and Fregom not only brought. out. the Merican

roota. brought out Marx 8 hum&nism internationa'l.‘ly,and structured the who'].e work
as a movement i‘rom practice, be it from the year 1776 to '1.789. or Marm s 1843: or
?'_.x_r_.'-;ej.vg: i:- the 1_9_595 - but also deve'l.o'ped new points of theoretlc departures

for our age.

" For News and Letters Committees, Marxism and Freedom did become ground
both Pér creating a’ forum for all the new voices from below =~ be it in Workers
Battle futomation, Freefon Riders Speak for Themsclves, or the Free Speoch Move t

phiphlet « ‘At €he séme time, we practical the conorctization of theory, be it in

the Afro-Aaian pamphlet or Amerdear Civilization on Trisl, But not all, even in

* in the I.etters on t.he Abso'Lutc Ideo.,

p" b iy r'T!"Ii "7-

_ dom. which covared a period of 200 years.

EEAETAPES 'avez‘-y%tmeza-:new ‘hdstordic Tirming Point ‘is reached -objectively but not
“iofiked ot Subjectively; thé impulsedd to separate dh soie wginple, ‘conoretetts’

| Sk cdn the’ Foad -tortake; - Tho Mritégrality 6f 'Theory/Practice gots ‘pﬁue';d?a'smder.

THE detaiTs oL the Yainple" ‘get so fragmentsd thdt what dppears-as "sk:lpping over"
the generalization, the theory, is in fact a turn backward, Which 15 why Hegel

.?= t.hs dia‘l.cgtic. whioh 15 never '.'m a

R o,

-‘ casion. T;Jhe't.l'ﬁx 'f‘hnt is oaL’led Jnr:mb!. or a

rcturn to thc old the point 1s that rrtrogrcssionism, comtcr-rcvo'l.utim from

?‘“l "Xa‘{'mo:mtim, Tslulist folléwsy ‘Tt 'ls why ve totally Fojkot this, not enly

‘_-,.H\rq Wy L . L . R
as comt.ar-revalution. bt even ag tailmding. = B

I T Lo RN o L IPREE LV R AN UL N LIRS ) SACREE : - omr )
 After Fanm 8, death 'hhere _was, no auch a'!‘finity of :ldeas as wo had_ hopod

Wi

- “olqld rssu‘l.t in h:!.l.osogly and Rwolution being a co‘l.‘%.ective work. _ A'l'l. thnt wna
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revealed in the trips to West Europe, to Africa, 'to Hong Kong and to Japan, was
that not & single ‘independent MarXist theoretician was ready to colldborate on a

work that would challenge post-Marx Marxism..

5 There can be no successful revalution witgout having ;lgbo.ref_i at the
thqor'etic preparation fo;-_ revolutq.on. 'ﬁe refused, however, to stop. fheory gho;-t
of“plllz*‘ilosf:pl:wf Wnigh is precisely why, instead of giving in to a temptation to
start Phil:osogl_lx and Revolution with Chapter 9, the work begins with "Why Hegel?
Why Now?", which goes through Marx and Ienin after grappling with Hege‘ll. “in and |

for lidmsolf" -~ with eyes of today. In that way we reached beyond anything dene

by any other Marxist, It is this, just this, which, at-one and the samé' timé, led
us™td ‘discover an affinity of ideas with the greatest Third World theorist, "
| Fraht2Farich) and “theoretical collaboration with Rist Buropoan rovolutfondrdes,
--%.3".'"::':}."? aidd nosvar mroe e L “ A . N L

Philosophy and Revolution, neverthcless, was worked out by us alonej

w_hi'l.e, the independent Japanese Marxists continued to operatc on the level only of
sﬁf@-&&@;ﬁﬂ'ﬁ, “we were enabled - afte¥ 1968, 'in the 1970s when Harx's Bthno-
Ié's_'.i'ééi 31’6."!:.536'61:5 were finilly published <- to see therehis “new Foménts" and -
L thig ’éﬁt&l‘f‘-‘iﬁ‘e" hiét’éi-id'boﬁtlmuift:& with Maix's Marsiism, ‘This prepared the ground’
s8a Luxémburg, Women's Liberation and ‘Madx' & Phitosophy of Revolition by eri-

T o N , historic | o
T¥3cally Tooking at revolutionary Marxists at the highest/turning pofhts -~ Lenin

in thé Bus§iah’Revolutioh and Iuxemburg in the Germar Revolution of 1919°=~"as =~

woli"as the hew h"our own age; including the newest revoluticnary force’as”
Redgon; Wemeri's LibeTation, Tiot only as Ided’ whose time has come bitt ds it has ™
 NEAIE bekEme aMovement, | TR e T T m e

Our 's'logan this year -- "three books, not one" -- demands that we look

¥ MaT¥ei" i Froedom and Philosophy and Revolubich pok just as & recapitulation

]
e

L L N Ty T T T AR EE L SUPEE T R IR LRy - vl n,.‘ depi by
, . of what 1t meant in the respective historic peripd 4s that which makes them
Lot e e i
R R T R R I T B DA AR O LS,
“ind the new work a\s'iqg_fl.e totality.y One of the gt
M' R .

8 naipui
-#}h‘r'-n-u T
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Humanism reached w:lth the new book reiterates tha po:l.nt that our theoret:lo contri-
butions for the past t.hree decades not onlv paral'l.el. the 30-year movement from
practice but anticipate the future in the present. It. 1s seen nl.so .'m 't.he manner
in which we reject the party-to-lead concept. . We.do not stop-at rejecting the
party-to-lead and .accepting the committee-form for a.new re'lationship of theory to
practice, It is true that this means we zo beyond. Luxembure also, who did raise
the quintessential point of socialist demopyracy. after .th.e _coflqu.gst; of po;c-r_e:E_Mt ‘

ho sti11 adheyed to the Party,

But. trhat is totally new is t.hat e Dl.ace phﬂosophy of revo'!.ution a.nd
not ;just comi‘ttee form as pcrol.md for orp'anization. Ina uord, e do not st.op.
as she diﬂ. with fuLL aupreciation of the genius of the masses in a.ction.. Rather.
we deepen that with sueh a phi“losophic penetration of that action of the masses
that we ca‘l.‘l. their attitude not just force ut Reason. ar Reason .means the tota'l.i-

tv ahd new un:lficaticm with the movement from theorv. _'

The fact. is that many cf ug- exper:lenced
jeotive «=_for tmderl.ining the Iitt'l.e pronoun,
relationahi -—ﬁworrto practice, boginaing with its new Redson == that is. the
form of Reaaon vé. attributed to pmctice. Therebv, Left out 't.hs over-r%:_l’d_{xg
signiﬂcance or the new mea.ninp of, praetice as a. form o:l‘ theory. which the movement S
from;_ theory: had _at'l;_zfibuted ,;tq_-_itA. A revqlut:lm_ary _phi'l.osophe_r,-brganize_r.';3 pq,
phﬂosqpher-kihg._.:l)_’md.'anjfpns vho fights on thatgrol'md contritutes to the hreak-
down_bétsreen thé'oryf@d prectice all over again. . Which 1§ exactly why t.tiis"‘time ,
we accompanied the words “individual responsibility" with thé phrase "for _t.he phék&

i bt /\% g

s \) Take 'I:his Stmtmation as new begﬂxming.- It is the objective situation that

0. compeued t.he Center to recognize ita rosponsibi‘l.itv for 80 many people needad _
4 rathqr than in the varicus localities, Tt doesn't mean, €ither na_.t:;.ogagfl.'li_;_r_{'pr ‘

} s
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internationally, that there will no lonmer be "Have Thumh, Will TravelY adventures,
It does mean that gach one must look at him or Lerself.in the histordc mirror of.
Marxist~-Humanism rather than reducing it all to the"lewest conhmen denominator.”
There is no "lowest comron denominator" when each ‘looks in the historic mirror,”
beoause'what is irmediate in aetivity and what is universel and historic is the-
future in the .preaemfﬁ) It is that which we must draw out in full, precisely at

this urgent.nuclear moment vhen civilization itself is threatened with extinetion,

While the id'\.ocies of the capitalist 1deo‘l.os7ues are reflected in Time Magaz:ine 8

choice oi‘ a robot as their annual "Ma.n of the Ysar "

We are proposing that we do not wait a year. just hecauvse, technically, this
September is. scheduled as a Plenum year. Instead the REB: pronmosed =~ and it 'is

the only motion we are proposing =--:'that we transform the September= 1983 Labor Day

pathering Into. a Constitutional Cenvention.,. .. .. R R

i . . . . e . ) e 'v.',‘..-:"‘-i EEES
e aenih o e . e T : o

IV, THE .FUTURE.IN THE.PRESENT, IN¥ NEWS & IETTERS AS. IN “THREE. BOOKS, NOT ONE"s':
. THE FOLLOW-THROUGH, :HERE AND AEROAD, BY THE CENTER AND. EACH LOGALITY; “THE /"

-NEW IN THE "Who-Ve_ Are and.What We Stand Por" Statement, NOW THAT' WE HAVE; i

~ q0:AS:A TOTALITY, "3.books, not:1"=~.which means Marxism and Ezeedgm hilosophy
and Rwolut:lon and Rosa _Juxembure, ‘omen's Liberation and Marx's Philosgphy ‘
.of. Revolution,.as well as all the pamphlets that:flowed from them in the'>:"*"
cenoretes American Civilization on Trial, Frantz Fanon and American Wlack \
Thought,:. Workers Battle Automation, Afro-Asian Revolutions and Paprt IT of i *
Tndignant Heart. R ot

R AL P T il . . Lo - e, S e 't P

« ot ;- The, significance of Eugene's report; making one month pivotal to ' the: e
whole philosophic-organizational-M&l, tasks since the Convention, resides in 'thg 590
objective neead to ghovw that our theoretical contributions are bv no mean[s simply

4+

& pu-a ﬁe'l. to the movement :E‘rom practica. Just as the N&L analysis of .the Andro

e e et e s 1

a . - ook & ﬂ"’
-~ phcnomenm nointed to that t.ruth. 80 :ls it true of each of the thrse 'books nnd tf‘fﬁ
(" . nlmah‘lets thnt aueceeded each other. n each decade, the hook moved hevond t.he .
’ L Wb Ay .. . S PR L N, Y

1

“au ouurmt" - ﬂmt is to sav. 1% anticipat.ed the i‘uture i.n the present. onca §

T b R - LD

154
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.which would preeent the expreeelon to all our roaderso

SURMARY BY RAYA FOLLOWING DISCUSSION AT EXPAMNDED REB, JAN.1l, 1983

Both because it is neceeeary to be brief and because
the only two p01nte I am concentrating on ~- Feter hallory's SUF"

. Festlon that, the hieroglyphic *3 “books, not

the expression (@ridogy of Revolution?; and Lou Turner's queStloﬂ
about the relationship of Black Dimerisiocn to Marx's "naw momentg®~-
heed all the time available so we can at once begin pradticing them,
I shall not commant on the discussicrn ¢therwise.

The reason that Mallory 8 "Trilogy of Revolutioh" so im~

The more

eerioue attltude of appreoiation ig to show exaotly how ‘we can all
j thet elogan._ Fere 1s what I did at once, as I. 1lsteneds

.tﬂI aeked myself how could the eloean. as ulalecti_
be_shown to exlst in all . 'three works, Take.‘i:: _I!_a_r_:g;gt_n__a_n_@_

freedom, and ask youreelf what. new was manlfested there in what
we call the mOVement from practice ior our age. Didn't the Eaat

?.Berlln workers, , when they .demolished the statue of Stalln,actually
'expreee not only courage and opposition to state-capltallﬂm but do

and Freedom“ galned a new excitement as a form of theory? And

wasn't 1t true that our other nem‘"paee of freedom" -~= the mOntgo-
mery Bus Boyoott, which we raieed to the same level a8 the Hungar-
ian Revoluticn, for whi.ch we were eharply criticized —- disclosed
how Marx's theorv oi revolution anticlpates the future in the pre-

‘ eent. whereae no othera could gee the Black Revolution until f:ve
7___l‘yearfs 1ater, when the youth revolution in the South was born?

By ecn=

fq

_;traef. the theory of etate-capitaliam. without the philosophy of
Marxiet—Humaniem, in CIRJ's. hande. led to the hollownesa of Eg_ing

rﬁgagixx == which faced the new reality so little that they dared

lﬂto say - that, beoauee Emmett Till'e murder so aroueed the Blaok com-
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munity, it was correct for Correspondence not to pay attention to
the Hungarian Revolution.' Though they hurried to reprint State~

’ Cgpitglism and World Revolution { with a whole series of namés who
had nothing to do with ite conception or writinp) the new was' de-
moted to a eingle “hew" paragraph on ite cover claiming that 1t
proved they were right all elong. e T

e ok

lehe dialectica of revolution embedded "in the expression,
trilogy of revolution®, showe ourktistoric-theoretic contributions
to Marxiem expressed in a still newer form in Philosoghx and Revo-
’lgxigg. There it beplne. with ‘the movement from practiCe //ﬁt
with the movement_grgm_theory, etarting with Hesel's main worke
‘*iff ‘and for themselves"” so that we cah see &ﬁ?ﬁf;i; had been rooted
in the Hegelian dialectic ~~ both as'a revolution in thought which
precccupied Hegel, and as'd ‘point of departure for the Merztdn - di-
alectic and his theory of attial revoiution,' DPerfiit me to 'skip
 from’ that Part I, "Why Hegel? Why Now?, to ths final Fart, on our
;age.. Didn't that part not just record what was happening in ‘prace
Lff;tice but show ‘a ‘new dimeneion aleo in the Black revolt; - since’ it
" "Was Hot orly’ activity. ‘but Frantz Fanon' 5 concept ‘of dialectic and
his calling hie philosophy of liberation "a ‘new Humanism" that -
brOught about an’ effiﬂity between 1i§? ‘The riewness in’the "BlaoK
dimeneion Was ours slone when’ iu came to the question of women ‘8
Liheretion. which’ waen t"on& Uf Fanon 8 preoccupatione ‘In the” “garly
19608: whereaé w8, In “the’ early 19?03, could quote “that magnificent
' Black WOmen '8’ Liberationiet who crit cized the Cuhan ‘revolution and
demended *to know her role ‘after revalution, asking whe thier -she"
o would then get a broom ehoved into her hends Juet as under thie

ioftig]

eﬁo kg ‘have been transcrided’ <= ‘the ' "tritogy ‘of revolution" ie
e made alive, with _Homen's Libe tion nd_
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preheneively preeented in philosophy, in politics and in organiza-
tion as against the elitist "vansuard party-to~lead " that we could
.issue a challenge.-to all post-Marx marxiste.

: "Triloev of. reyolution" can likewise sound. if not-like
‘a hleroelyphic. like a,.cliche if we don't at the same time make -
Bure not to limit our concretization to the books but to carry it
through: in N&L as paper and News and- Letters Committees as organi-
.zation, as we establish new relations with readers of N&L and ewven
those who have never heard of us before, Which is why I was so
~impressed with Iou's question: "What I really want to know more
. about im what is the relatlonehip_between what'we_have said on
"Black dimension and what we're now seyinp on Marx's. ‘new momente'."
ey A Umoment,) speaking in.terms. of Hegelian-Marxian dias

lectice; s, 6éé;aJmm@gg_;g_jimg_%ﬁiggg_it,is_an historic momen
e new etage in history, a new factor of development. a new etage
in ‘the’ eelf—determinatiOn of Ideas.: -and in the selfbdevelopment of
‘the“Individual reaching Unlvereelity. or,. to put 1t dlfferently,
mément A8 time only when and if:we define time as Marx did —- as

N7
pace for human,hevelopment.“(:@’new moment, therefore, iefZﬁB

"at'emerk el f £fteda lengthy: perlod of M"labor, patience, serioue-
*Q;ee and euiieFIhgﬁng_th 4ggtiﬁ§> 'In the case of Morx, these

" new” moments appeared in the last decade of his life,, when all L
othere were jue‘°seﬁg£d ng how ill he. yas and treatlng him as. very
nearly dead. In. rutliy7eéverything from what was’ called "Aslatlc
- mode 'of’ producwicn" to the climax of hls Freatest theoretieal work.
bgéﬂiigls ;— Accumulation of Qapital - Whlch he . suddenly Sald was
s not a Univereal ‘and that, on the contrary. revolution could occu;
in technoloeically ‘backward: countries like Russia ahead of fhé
'technologically advahced West. ‘At the same. time. there wae a ‘res
turﬁ t his” very firet man/Wcman concept as the most fundamenéal. L
in" creatinp 8’ new eociety. . ‘ von
TR “1""fJ“ ‘Nowhere can those new- momente be expressed
'amore elequently and’ euccinctly than on ‘the Black dimeneion.r And
nowhere ‘can wé ‘more clearly ‘see’ 'the difference between ‘the marxian‘
dialectic and .the half~way dialectic in. Rosa Luxemburp.ppertainly

did feel for the Black ‘dimension and gaw the horrcre of imperialiem

1 (l
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greatest theoretical work: "labor cannot emancipate itself in the
- white skin where. in the black it is branded." 'In fast, this time
biarx succeeded In:getting the first Nationdl Labor Unlon -o practice
thet es it was. initlating the new stage of fighting for the shorten-
ing of the wnrking dav.

. <'¥ Zf;o aum up Mar; on the Black dimension. whether it was °
the question of the, Abolitaonists he was collaborating with -and
“considerlng as the real bacilli for civil war.before it had even -

erupted, writing that a new world epooh had begun with John Brownls
attgck on Harper’e Ferry and establlshlng the First International. of
working men and women in England, France and Poland to work for. the
end of slavery; or whether it was the Civil War itself during which
he advised Lincoln what a singlefBlack'regiment would mean in a war
for freedom; or whether it was Capital itself, both theoretically
and practically in the organization of labor unions; or whether it
.was his new look at pre-~capitalist societies and seeing the possi-
bility of revolutlion occurring there first, as well as the vislt to
Algiers where he admired the Ncors, and not only as a question of
. "Asiatic mode of production" but the whole question of human develop-
ment -~ it is the totality of Marx's Marxism which we have grappled
~with in Ro mb Women's Liveration and Marx's Philosophy of
Revolution, as the "new passions and new forces" for the reconstruc-
tion of society on totally new, truly human beginnings.

71
I had meant to develop also the question of the differ-

ence between phenomenology and philosophy, but all I can say, end
all too briefly, is that it is important to remember that phenomeno-
logy is not Just appearance, it is the philogophy of appearance.
Jon't diemiss all phenomena. Some may be no more than pure show,
but others ~~ and that is what Hegel deals with in the Phenomenology

9;LEHJH;J::_EEQ—thézéﬁia;;ﬁn°e of esgence./ For, as he puts. it: .
Essence must eppear,”/ It is true that from philosophy of appear-

) e the Absolute appears as Absolute Knowledge, which is
,also. howevnr. inseparable from history) we nheed to go %o that of.

Essence (or what Hegel refers to as “Science of Logic" where Absoluta

is now Absolute Idea, the unity of theory and practice), But' that.

,[too. doas not complete the process of the journey of dimcovery, We

e
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. o Eufenegthen locked at the whcle peridd since the Conven-
tion to see this same methodology at work: PRI E '
: C e e .- September sawy the objec-
tive situation ingLehanon.unfol¢ing.so.fast that. ingtéad of excerpt-
ing a.portion of ‘the Perspectives talk that had just. beén given,
Raya’was, compelled to writea whole new.section beginning,with the
-magsacres. at Shatila and Sabra, although not a single point of the
thesis from the' Convention had to be rewritten. At the wéry same REB
meeting where the new additions were presented, she made a presen-
tation on Britain which jammed together Farx on Britain with Marxist
Humanism in Britain, with an actual sitter-in from Britain present
to work with ug for six weeks.. The totality is aiméd at the estad-
lishment..pf a vigble Marxist-Humanist orgarization there. .

' : - o October,

. B
reas,

JuBWling'to get the new 5 off ‘
- letter To the incoming NEB which became a PPL oh
The Battle Ideas: Philosophic-Theoretic Points of Departure as;)

;1cal Tendencles Réspon he Objective Situation,)S

BkEd %o, study. before the Dook was agtumy—tﬂ'ﬁiry hands. We

have yet to"-work out that tracihg of our tendency's history through
the three books -+ \this Expanded REB is part of that. While we
rightly focis Pri the new monents in Marx's last decade,it is the
new moments in Marxist-Humanism, 1941 to '1983 which has brought’
out the new moments in Marx that have been lost for .100 'years == :
not because Marx schwilars did not pogsess those manuscripis,-but be-
cause.ppyil Mdrxi st-Humani sm possessed them, possession was'a form
of "having" rathér than a form of being. ' -

. ; Returning to the month of
November, Eugene focused on the two events —- our new work off the
press ‘and a hew ruler in Russia =~ in terms of how.the relation of
objective situation and Marxist-Humanist heritage became manifest in
the -activities at the Center in that period. The month: was special
because lt'proved that even when we had "subjective" problems, and
were acutely’ short-handed, the objective situation dogs.not wait. It
wag, not a ‘question of a single Lead but so powerful a reaching back
over the entire 4#0:ysar history 'that the analysis became a:whole new
PPL. It brought sharply into focus the needed new concentration on
the -Center which had ‘been involved in the decision to bring Loy to.
the Center, tiot just to focus on-Black dimension, buf on Black di-
mension gt _the Center., It has already resulted in an. important new
relationship with an African intellectu . a0 .
' Tt ‘ : alregdy magmni-

ficently the locals have carried out.'Have-Thuiib, Will Travel, in -

regard-to “the:Spring Lecture Tour —- an rthois that_ in .
period-aheadj..each local will also *Center", which will be wheXe-
‘eévet ‘Raya~¥g during -those two 'months. - Finally, Eugene todkcup "cen-

tert in-relationship to.the newspaper -- and the ,two: new._ points of
départure theére 'as seen in Felix Martin's stay.fdi- the entire month
of putting out:the. January/February issue to.gxpgriqg'éq§§g¥tgtality
of that:to také back with him to’ West Coasty and _in.'thg-new types of
essays or tolumns:proposed hy. Raya.in Dece ber, whether :for' WL page
or letters to be printed in Theoxry/Practice columns, =~ .
e o o . : .:' 'The tdek, he, con-
cluded, is the personfication of Marxist-Humanist ideas in their
mogt concrete form. The task for gach of us -~ at Center: in locals,
or at large -- is to work out projection as we inwardize, so that it

grings about the very needed organizational growth of FMarxist-Human-
B8M.

e
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. RAYA'S REPORT, which was entitled "MARXIST-HUMANISM, 19833
The Summation that is a New Beginning, Subjectively and Objectively”
had four Parts, after an Introductinn called "Where and How.t» .Begin
Anew?" The Parts were entitleds I. The Feur New Moments.in Marx
that Form the Trail t» the 1980s;. II. The Unchained Dialectig in
Marx,' 1843~1883, and in Marxist-Humanism, 1953-1983; II. why. ‘then
are there still, Breakdowns betwcen Theory and Practice, between
Philosophy and Revolutlon? The Global Need fer “3 books, not '1"i
and IV, The Future in the Present: The Follow-Through, Here and A-
broad, by the Center and in each ILc¢ccalitys in News & letters as in
all 3 books not 1y The New in.the "Who We Are and What We Stand For"

Statement, now that we have, as a Totality, Marxism and Freedom, from
- 1776 until Todays Philosophy and Revelution, from Hagel €0 Sartxe
) afd from Marx to Naoy Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation and MBRXLE
Fhilogophy of Revclutidhjas well as American Civlilization on Trial,
Black Masses as Vanguards. Indlignant Heart, A Black Worker's Journal
and the Political-Philosophic Letters., BDBefore she began her presen-
tatlon Raya pointed to Part IV as the "key" because it is goncrete,

- and asked us to note that it was the first time that the PPL's were
included in such a listing.

' . " (The entire presentation has been repro-
duced and is attached directly 4o these brief minutes,) .
B _— % *

... . IN THE DISCUSSION, which followed a brief lunch btrealky - -*
Charles Denby took the floor firgt to walcome Felix Martin as:a ...~ -
true: co~editer, contrasting the experience we had had earlier with .
our: .first attempt at having dsco-editor a skilled worker, JZ, who had
left before any such'relagf‘nship could be developed, ' and Indicating
how critical Felix's.stay for the month of January would be, both be-
causé ‘no-matter how intense, the experiences in the locals cannot
substitute :for . the activity at the Center of Marxist-Humanism, and be-
cause -Felix wlll take,these experiences back with him to the Weat -
Coags o idevelopiar. pelationship there to the totality of N&Iw .-

W7 X éfg, B o ,Mike—w&g?f%:gg
X bt III of ‘Raya's presentation ¢gn(why there are
BuEer—tHeory and practice} philosophy g.nd-revo-l-'

is,to the kind of letter he whd preparing %o, =
only 100 years

t a decade‘sinqed'*

‘take up egp

lution and related th | :
write' to iRD centering on the fact that 1983 is no
sincé the Ethnological Notebocks were written,
they iwere finally transcribed and made availab C _
yet the 'prevalling attitude to them has been afening silenc -
(His letter will appear in the Th/Pr ¢€olumn of the Marc
tenary -issue of N&L,) . o . L, o
coosTe o s Lou Tyrner ralsed as the two most signflcant-ob-
) + Jeetive events of the recent period Andropov's ascendancy on the one
A hand, and the Miami revolt:on the other, saying that what most:cona -
cerned him was the .relationship of Marx's "new moments" to the Black
dimension, Contrasting ‘the manner in: which Black intellectualg . have
g0 .0often tried to “apply" Marx, with the way in which.RD has!concen-
trated on: seeing how.the. Black movement from,practiceghad'gp;impa¢t:I
on:Marx and thus developing an organic relationship between Black: "
.masses in motion and Mariian thought, he felt that our challenge:to-
post~Marx -Marxists on this question lies in the fact that no.others
except Marxiat-Humanists have dealt with Black rnot just as ¢olor, but
as:philosophy, -including Aptheker who has contributed much to the:
field of Black higtory -- but sees it only as histor;, not philosophy.

special éen—
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: .. Petery, L.,A, pointed out that, at a point when we have in
hand.“3 boeoks, .not 1", "to talk about "where and how to bégin"™ seems
like a contradictlon -~ yet this is precisely what we have to answer,
because now that we have them as 2 totality we must find out how-to
max3 that “summatjon® e true "new beginning," and then related:thls
to finding what particular individual points we can develop for dif-
ferent reviews that will nevertheless contain the whole. ,

' " Peter Mallory

began by making a suggestion for a different phrase than "three books,
nat one" -~ saying that le felt ."Trilogy of Revolution" catches this:
concept of each work being a continuation of the one veiore and yet
of belng .a true totality, . He then reviewed his own becoming a soclal-
1st-a full 52 years earlier when he realized that everything he had
been taught up to them had been a lie and bégan the ssarch 'far 2 =
philosophy of life that had led him from Socialist party to Trofsky-
lsmy and from there to a conclusion that Rysgsia was a capitalist '
state ‘and the discovery of a Freddie Forest who had worked out such

a theory; and finally to the break not only with Trotskyism but with
Johngonism, and the development at last of the philosophy” of Marxist-
Humanism -- the full’ articulation of which we now have in hand

with which we must now complate the organizational tasks ahead.

- Felik Martin spoke
of thefs at i d : v/ that s worker faces in this
country. t0day, noting not only the manner in which men and women are

literally: worked: to: death in the -pYants, but the -horrifying number
of suicldes Bifice theé layoffs, . Tha task that confronts us.ls how to.
:bring:. out the'new, world that is striggling to be born and that is™f
‘part.-of every dctivity we engage in, from a.picket line to:an article
for the'papers . . ... . = . cil. 0 e rmeT
T T Andy was, strvck with-another depect of the “time elem~
-aent? relating: to the ‘Nov, 7' meeting on the new book in, Detroit - ..
namely, .that it was two' days later that the mine workers threw out. .
thedx Church’leadership to vote for Trumka -- and related -the kinds "
of constantly new objéctive events with how we have to relate the.
projection of-the three books to specific and concréte audiences, and
how ‘the serigs of -different brochures we now haVe available can ad-
dress this specificity. . - .+ = ' SR R
s : ot .o . ... Kevin.looked both at his own development in-
the movement.in relation to .the objective periods when the three
books ‘appeared, noting ithat it wae only after the defeat of 1968 .
that he could move to.News & Letters; -and at what We,&rﬁgﬁgﬁfﬂéng '
--nfrom.the. responges to’the Hew book from various gudi€nces, ™™= & .
~that almést all who bought'the hank at the Anthrepol®gical conferene
-were:women, and that it was the supposedly “less advanced"” -Black::i. .
hospital workers in one .of his classes who bought the work, while one

of; the supposedly "advanced" students implied nobody could understand

U SRR T ey e e oo v Sm
wvQlra-felt that.the: key to membership. growth, which is the task.. -
from_Jan, .1 to Labor Day's Constitutional Convention, was showing -
~ notsonly. the creative mind of Mark, but of Marxigt-Humanism, in.the.
“three. books, not one" as what others will want to become part of, ..
This was related to everything we do -- including the new kinds of .-
lettera "on single points® that muet neverthéleas contain the whole.
- In ‘her; ownr assignment on the difference between phenomenology and . ]
|
|

fhilpaophy‘shb feli.the real assignitent was to show concretely .what
.. it means, not for Luxemburg, but for today's WIM, Simply ‘saying‘RL
went wrong because she didn't see “Subject", when she was the best.:
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who have offered help in -translating thé new work intd  Spanish, but
becauge what has become clear always is that it is thetotality of
Marxist-Humanism and not only what'specifically pepteins to Latin,
America that they are responding to. The universality:of M~Hism pan
be seen in dnother way -in" the facv that to_one of our friends, Eu-
gehe's article on"Marx and non-capitalist lande” was diregtly about
Russia, while to"me'it was about Latin America. b e ae e
o Co Dave Park desgcribed
some of the work he had been doing around the Lecture tour, contragt-
ing the way one intellectual dismi'ssed the workers as any kind.of "
revo lntiohary force on the grounds that all you naeded *o give. them
wag "beer and TV", with a Iatino worker who had told him of his. ..
esrly experiences with 'the CP in Mexico from where he was sent to. ..
study in Cuba, and whom Castro wanted to isend to Russia -~ an offer.
this worker turned down because he had firmly decided that. Cuba was
"not the kind of society ‘I ed to’ work for," Cove C
' = Jan sald she had been
with the way the Perspectives Repori o the 1956 Convention
ad been entitled -“Where to Begin?" and the’ process from there to -
the . new "Who We Are“ statement that we would be puttinz into the
Jan/Feb issue, pointing out ho is the.arti i '
book did concretely and inciuding not only whole 40 years’as
Archives available, but that we begin with what we are .for, and not
\only what we are. againste—— : '
—— R Ted described thé Conference of Economists
he had just attended’and how.great it had been as. preparation for -
today's meeting to have read on the plane between the two confer~_ .
ences the Appendix with' Luxemburg's speech, in the new book, be-
cause you are struck forcefully with -what a great continuity with- .
Marx's Marxism ig what we were discussing today, and how powerfully
it emphasizes that "Human power ig:its own end," .
‘ ‘ e - . . .Neda said, that when
_we talk about Marx'e vision of a new Third world we can't leave it
at that if we-are’speaking, cchslly < to a MiddleEast audlence, .
because i smains "academic”’ Js. what we -follow that through with
is oy® own 30 ye q =ince 1953. What has special urgency
for the Iranidn Le wphilosophic preparation" means so that
when @ new moment does .appear on the: scene, you can, recognize it, It
was to this question that she'and our other Marxist-iumanist parti-
cipants would be speaking at the Washington,.D.C. conferenge. in .
pr;;L,aa&~wha$~wae—masx“aigniﬁéean!_ﬂag that RD had been.invited
ot to give them. . "hi " hutan analysis of how the move-
“hent has reached the %he point it has, Dbj

- - : R ‘gpoke on the question
of "projecting the whole" in relationship to how the "“whole®” came
throughi'so forcefully -in RD's lead :on Andropov that it arouszd
the ire of the "spets” on Russia +o- whom he had.spoken at ene uni-~
. versity, because what. this “spets” correctly read in that Lead was
the rieed for revolution in both the. U.S. and Russiz. '

o i : : . . ~'Mary raised the
question of the "future in the present” that must.be apparent ip ail
of our activities, no matter where 1t is we are active,.relating -
this to the specific work in the Bay Area, with the "three books not
one' and the coming lecture tour. : : '

Erica discﬁssed_the~bxberiences,qf
the month of November as it took piace in Chicapo with the co-Nation-
al Organizer there, and how that has to be the ground for the;;nown







