MICLIES OF REB MEETTNG OF SEPT. 16, 1983

"Pre.s_er.t: A1l it Demby 411; Suzanne excused,  IHane prosent as sitter-in,

Agenda; I, Carryine Out Constitutional Convention Decisions: IT. Ramificationsy
" JTI. Ongoing Activities: TV GaW - . :

I and II, Haya combined the first two ‘points on the Apenda ~- Carrying Qut the
Decisions of tha Constintional Corvention and their Ramifications —- in hew
presentation, stressing that first to congidor is the Constiution 4tsslf. What

. has bésn concretized there, now that we have a bady of ideas called Marxiste
Fumanisnm, articulated fn the trilogy of revolution, %3 what 4t meant that, as
feunders of Marxist-Humanism in the U,S. + We would have both a papsr "created so
that the voices of revolt from below could be hesrd ot separated from the ar-ti-:-
culaticn of a philesophy of 1iberation" and a whole theoretical concretization of
Marxism for our age — Marxism and Freedom. : '

. . o . I went hack te re-study the additiens
We Jugt made to the Constitution and counted 20 new voints we wade there ~- and
_yet they are not a break in any sense from MeF, -but, rather, a development of what
‘was articulated there through Philoso and Revolution and Rosa Luxemburg, Women's

_J.Mm-_gn_d_m_rx_'lﬂ-&osoghz of Revoiution.T tried to express the 20 new
“points I counted there in one sentence, Instead, I came up with the following
paragraph, which axpresses both what the Constituiional Convention was about -and
some of the ramifications that will follow from dts

e In the Marx centenary ysar -
when, on the ong hand, we have witnessed 30 years of the movement from practice
that .is" itself a form of theory, and, on  the other hand, the objsctive situation -
‘has resched such a totality of plobal crises in a nuclear world —— vie discovered

- the trail to the 19803 in the "new moments" Marx exparienced snd articulated in
his heretofsre unlmown writings, Those new moments, those new paths to revelu-
tion, his new return (in the Hegelian sense) to his oriminal concept of Man/Woman
relationships, as we now witness the emerzence of a. new Third World, help 11lu- -
"minate what Marx had seen from his very first discovery of a new continent of
thought and revoluticn,. world revolution -~ what Marx called "revolution in pgr-
manenca, " - - ‘ o )

Totally new is this re~cxamination of the relationship of spoentaneity to

organizaiﬁion-ai;d the re-working of “prevolution in parmanence,” hoth in relation~

ship.tc & new unifieation of theory and practice and as Fround of ovganization {1t~
self. Finaliy, the need for organizational growth and the projection of a new
type of membar. compel the realization of what the Critique of the Gotha Prorramme
projacts regarding a new society which will end the divisien between tental and
manual labor. Thus, and_only thus, will there finally emerpe a New Man, o Waw

Woman, a New Society, '

Raya then developed further the Hegolian concept of return, stressing
that, where others admit that there wers "new moments" in Marx's last decade, they
see these new moments as a break with what Marx had developed up to then, Varxist-
Humanism seesthese new moments as the hichest concretization of -his whols 40 years,
The concept of the 20 "news" that RD had courted in the amendments we had just
added rust be the ground for orpanizational growth and new members as we hegin
to spell out the ramifications of this very special convention,

The Perspactives
Report togother with the new paragraphs added to RLWLKM over the past year has
already been sent out as. Post-Convention Bulletin Fo. 1; the Reports on Qrganiza -
tion, Paper, Constituticn, and Iienhy's Statement ave now being stencilled to send
out as Tulletin We., 2: and Mike's Surmation vill be ready to mail cut hy the end
of the firat week in Qetober, LCave, in ¥.,Y., has been asked to typeset a sample
page of the Constitution, and we will adm to have that printed as soon as possible,
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RER, Sept. 18, 1463 -- page 2 :,_
Raya sasd” she” hag adited her lettes gn "Revolutions and Fhilosophies"” and Propozed
.. that wo repubilagh it as thus oxpanded,  She had also made notations for another
' new paravrach® fop RIMNUKM, which mlght be included as a Post-script to that letter,
The puragraph would be for adding to p. 180 of RIVL¥M, after paragraph 3, vhers
FD hed wpittang "It w&s no acciden ses, that Fnnols, who certainly agreed with .

- ¥arx"s ahslysis of the" Asiat T predijet fon, novertheless skipped cver the
qQuestian of the Oriental @ -1 his ‘ahalys{§ of Prinitive Sommunism 4n The
Crdeth of thy. ~ She sald’ sk knew she had not”“proved” 4t was "ng aecil

J sha had now' w_di'ke'%' put- and wanted to include., Thé

. id g Showing that ‘Engdls lef ?Asiatiq node of production becavce

“ b vas' nj didlentician,” From’ the bésinningy, eren ‘when he was helping Varx with
_"l;hb.-,‘_l'gihmaj'?'gﬂic“[q& 2 he saw dhly "Oriental*despotisn'y and’ yiot its dialectic oppo-

site. =T that'is,. what" tha Somitne had thy potential to become,’ Whan Marx later

vags verking:on his BY and became excited about the Tdiah dommine: forms, ke never

@ﬂﬁtﬁ_itjfmq :what he- Had' earlier dona on. the Asiatic mode of' preduction, But

j_hqmusit'mela;,cdﬁtiﬁusds to be wilinean An his’ view, he embracsd Morcan as virtus

Ly a"d4nlectionl materialist, and 1t completely prevanted him from evasping
Marx’s, critique ¢ the” communal: fopm, . -t v T U TOR graspin )
et P » e T The. actval working oitt'of this paragraph,
howoviiry/ as” we'll, i ; ol an adited and.expahded letter on "Revoluw
' .-*;*-!ofrsihnz:-'Phﬂoébphies.".-.wouw have'to'watt until after the vatum Trom New Yorlk
- next week, . R Pl R -
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-——-'-—< In the 18505, for example, what inspired

Mar« to retwrn to the study of pro-capitalisi
formations ard gave him a new appraciation of -
ancient soc%et.y and its craftswan was the Taiping. ¥~

" havolutien. It opened so many doors to "his-
tory and its process" that Marx now ccncluded
that, historically-materialistically speaakings

& raw siage of nroduction, far from being a mere
change in property-form, be it "Hest" or East,"
%as such a change in production-relations thab
it disclosed, in embryc, inz didlectics of actual
revolution.

gﬁaj. Marx, 4n the Grundrisse, had defined
as :;(h_?n,abgmmemeD_ming" had ma- -
tur: X the last decade of his 1ife as new wo-
mouts y- a multilinear view of human development
as well as a dialechic duality within each forma-
tion. From within each formation evolved both
the enij of the olj and -the beginning of the new.
Whether Harx was stufying the communal or the
- despotic form of property, it was the humap re-
sistance of the Subject that revealed The direc-
tion of resolving the contrajictions. Harx trans-
formed Wnat, to Hegel, was the synthésis of the

Ferth, of Liberty" as the emergence of a new soci-
ety. : ot there were

P
" Self-Thinking Ldea" and the “Self-Bringing - th}:{ﬁ{-r’
ﬂi/’

g —r——

As againg x's mu ear view which
kept Marx from attempting any blueprint for fu- " "g
tuie generations, Engels' unilinear view led him 4u
to mechanical positivism. By no accldent what- m{
ever, such one-dimensionality kept him from see-
ing either the communal form under "Oriental des-
potism” or the duslity in "primitive communism"
in Morgan's ancient Scelety. No wonder, -although
Engels had accepted Marx's view of the Asiatic:
mode of production as fundapental enough fo con-
stitute a fourth form of human development, he
had left it out altogether from his analysis of
primitive communism in the first beok he wrote as
a “"Bequest" of Marx —- Qrigin of the Family. By
then tngels bad confined Marx's revolutionary di-
alectics and historical materialism to hardly
more than Horgan's "materialism."




