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NETHDDOLOGY AND POL*TIGAuIZATION: Iew Fdrms OI
JRavolutlonary Opposition in the Nuclear Age of .
J,h.j A Capita_iat-lmperlalist Degeneracy Lo

L. Reagggomics, 3 gggyglitlcs,sgggggg hg_ﬂgxg_ggg__ o
, N m-fSo rritiﬂal are both the -deep ecoromic Recession in tha
U S.,and,the ‘disintegrative state of NATO --. i.e,,Reagants foreien
pol;cy”r-,.hat.any erisias, no metter where,. immediate;y takes front.
center. oi ‘the, historic stage, . Thus, .the Falklands/Falvinas conflict,
which first. zave Reagap tha illusion that. he could’pizy a "neutral"
ganie., between Brifain, and, Avgentina, .Soon: becames tnstead; the: total
¥poEe of NATO'S "Atlunticism" as it revealed. one more- display of
global 1mperialism with its outreach spelling out its death agony.
;t i ,ﬁhis which ig. compelling. Reagan to place his: countersrevolution-
fj urgenciesﬂ in Latin.imerics on-the back burner; I &-.word,: aach
gla,,no metter . in which.part.of the world and no matter whether,:
fie face, o;;it, it-seems: inconsequential. goon -reaches . the:edge~oi
-tha »total,global.conflict between. the.U. S..and:Ruseie: that does not:
oxe! ude ra possihle nuclear holocaust.., e o

,‘Indeed. tha U S. rulers never did depert from.+ha Colu War,

st

no* Onlv -against Rusaia. but. reaching into Africa where,: from the very
8% ‘t,of“the African’ revolutions, v Ue By imperialism was engaged~--
with theé connivancd of the.UN == in ‘Plotting the murder of Lumumba.:
Just ag. the. #o=¢alled. "Atxantic"Alliance hed long gince;designated..
Jepan ~as “the Wegt", .and just ag the.U.S, declared the: -Persian Culf .
to ha its national" interest when the Iranian Revolution burst forth.
ao,pow Reagan g retrograde politics are. deepening in the U.,."tself
_agaiﬁst,rank and illaﬂlahor. Blacks. yonuth: and women. = . .

U The Jemocrats may think that this- givea them the _chance to:
recoup aome of the: powers. they lost in the 1980 Republican sweepn. by
calling for the re-establishment of some aspects of-Roosevelt's New
Deal’ along with Johngon’s great delusion during the Vietnam War- that
V.S, impeniaﬂlsm covld have both butter and puns, All they reveal.
ig that they are still 1aboring under- the grang- illusion gained from-
World War II that this is supposedly the "American century.” What
has, instead, been the reality of the Vietnam War is that they “lost"
Vietnam (which was never theirs), not only because Vietnam defeated
U.S. imperielism on the battlefield,.but tecause within the U,S5.: there
arose a sirong and. massive antl-vletnam War Youth movement, which had
been precéded in 1960 by the Black Revolution and was followed by the
emcrgence. 0f the Women's Liberation Movement, -

At the same time. the U,S. lost the air of 1nv1nc1bi11ty
with their co-capitalist West European rulers, By 1973, the Arab- -
Isragll War was sdon followed by a shocking four~fold increase in the
price of oil (which is now 12-fold!), That spelled the end of cheap
¢il and raw materials on which imperialism had gluttonously enriched
itmelf. - ‘By 1974~75, it all added up to the deepest recession ever -
since the Depression., This was b omic cy-
clical crigis followed by a boom, It was o internal, so structural,
80 deep 1h the vitals of the capitalist productaon gystem that it
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spelifd it thé truth of cepiteldism in its death apony: there would
be nd more boums. IR S T s

The reality now is: 1) 10 million unemployed -~ and that
counts only thoﬁe'whotstill'racaive-qqmpensatiop,’npp:jhose who have
exhpusted theirs 'and given up any hope of getting worki:2) The situ-
atlon of the youth, who have it havdest of all (and not ohly students
whose tuition costs have risen to unconscionable heights),is seen
the mos% starkly ampng Blacks, where. the ‘unemployment rate is now .
60 percent overall in industrial centers, and 85 percent in Detroity
3) Women, who''were. amongithe first to lose their jobs, have retained
what;ﬁobe‘they;still'hoid-becauselthey get the loweat pay; 4) There
igalgo auch deep discentent among -rank 'and file wot'kers who™ have™ -
been. forced: by- the labor bureaucrsey to accept &1l Kinds of corices~
sibharand=EIVevback95ithatinohcdy doubte that the winter of discon=
tent.;far=f?oﬂnbeingLovers%isisure~to'flhre up: o -revolt diménsiong’
as the recession-deepens,-’ . - . T Ao

wraleiv o Thissde why - we must not stopiat the analysis of the immeQliate

© problems-only,. The: need is to probe further what caused’thaseé -stxruc-

fural:ichénges: in:the econdmy ever sincé the hew’stage 'of ‘automated-

. produttion /was introduced. in the{earl&}lQSOé.*}Its_cpqﬁingancézin;

_ thenmid¢19?09*toi¢hahatage~bfﬁrob6tics“has further“deépened the’de= "
- cay-of capitalism. Why have the:new -forms of wobkers® - struggles’
against automation not been further developed theoretically? After

s

all, theBecvorkers' battles dgeinst ithé predecéq‘df”offrdﬁgtica,haqﬂ“

plentssas well el ﬁﬁllylnqw-questioné“;tﬁésé‘ﬁqfké?ﬁwwgﬁg\pgging”_a
concerning whatskind of latior -« mapual/mental -= should men and

_qneéulﬁédﬁﬁnicenésﬁ% Strike in the mineg and wildéats in tha-aitd’
o

n .
womern"do® ii - In:Eagt Germany; where the first revolt : rom "ufder -totali-
taﬁihn‘Communiqm*ﬁcéurred1Vtheylcdmhinpd3thé gtruggle “against both v -

qwbukﬁndrmEbandﬂpblitical~$yrannyiahdﬁisbuéd ‘the slogan "Bread and' 7
Froedom, " .. It icame to a=climax“in'Hunhary;ﬂlgséﬁ?witpﬂoﬁtriEhtiqeﬁ“
volution-gg% the bringing onto’ the “current historic ‘stage of harx?s”
1844 Humanist Egvays. Where the capitalist ideologues had declared
the 19503Htonﬁejthé‘decgde;ofrthé "end' of ideology," ‘the mdsses in
motion digplayed a-nession for g.- philosopliy-of liberation dg "
rowerful as’the actual hattles, Both spréaﬁhliké’wildfire‘thrdygh:“
out: the. world:with the emergence’ of a whole new Third Vorld in Africs,
the.Niddle Fast, Latin America, &s well asz new formg of Black, -youth
andxahti-war:reyolts~in'the‘techﬁologically'aqunbed'world;.ingludingj
ﬂle U;Sl itself‘u‘ ‘. ) : : ) _ ) ' —..‘. o . o L -

II. = The 30-Ysar hovement from Prastice ahd De elopments in &= .

* ;" Thilosophy; in Theory -- 1950s, 19 Os, 1970s, into +tha 1980s .

By the 1960s, the movemént from practice that emergad in the
19508 assumed g universal form, Instead of the pogt~Nerx Marxigts
diving into new ph%losophic concretizations, howevey, they only tail- .
ended-one state<power or another, Thus;, ¥ad's China, which had 'so ..
strong & pull on the new generatior of revolutionaries in the Vest ., .
because.it did criticime Russia, revealed that its eriticism was pure~
1y ‘nationalistic:ds it came to the defense of the Russlan counter- .
revolution against  Hungarian revelutionharies, warning the Chinese
masses against doing anything similar. In a word, nearly all post~ .

15344




-
Marx‘Marxists._including some whe had Participated in the develop-
_mﬁntJbﬁéthe;statéﬁcapitalis% theory, failed %o meet the challenge .
irég‘bélowﬁthatiarose-Witb,the movement from practice that 'was itself
& form of ‘theory, We glone completed o corprehensive philosophic-
.sheoretic nmajor work, rooted in that movenent from practice, with
the publication of Marxi d d horeover, it was preceded
by the breakthrough on in 1953 six weekg tefore
the actual o of the first East German Revolt, on June 17, .
Jugrxien and is teing reprintad this year. on its 25th anni-
versary,,with‘a new Introduction . to et the 100th annivergery of
Jark's degth. -Manxism anc ‘Frésdo ,Llaﬁ ~the .ground for hearing all
"the ‘new’voices from below In the turhulent’1960é'&éfrom”Ffeedog‘
Biders Spesk for Thehgalves o' Workers Battle Automstion mnd the -
Free Speech Movement == and work ng out new aspects.of the Black
dimehsion.bqj__pn,thﬁfhmépican scens in Ameriesn Civ ' i
Ixial and ‘on the African scene in the Afro- ian pamphlet, At the
same: time, M&F had: been she, first to publish the English translation
oI ary's Humanist Essays as weil oo the first English translation |
of Lenin's Avstracs of Hegel's .Sciehce of logic. ~ . : SR
\Lﬁﬂihhqu$35qch philosopnic preparation forrevolution, activism
£, eveh ‘When i3 reaches ‘such a- high polrit as 1968, cannot .
: revolution, A new stage<of;cognition‘was.rgachf
-3 I out activiem by 1tself and consider-
ked up "en route", The hard labor
¢ foundation for Fhilosophy and. . E
Revolution, r analyzing Hegelian dialectics,"in and for it
self,”. . ‘analyzing all Hegel's major works and carrying this through
in different historic periods, first with Larx and then with Lenin,
Longtituted. Part I, "Why Hegel? Why Now?" . At.no time did we for-
get the new.Voices from below, only this time ihétéadaor.juat_creayw
ing a platform for them, we integrated them with the new stage in
- the treakthrough on the Absolute Idea, not only in seeing it as g
aovement Irom practice as wall as from theory, but as a new unity of
theory and practice sc it would becomz a new beginning.;. The. publica-
tion date was 1973, the eve. of a new, deeper, objective, economic
erisig in capitaliem. The present republication of P&R with a new
Introduction places: the whole battle of ideas as well as.the actual
libgpation;strugglaa ag_an,actuallpfeparatipn for revolution, It is
this which cleared the ground for finding the trail o6 the 19808 in
thg;very,}ast,decade of harx's life with the new work, Rosa Tuxembur s
Yometi's Liberation and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution. e
. _Just as we met the challenge of the objective gituation, at
the last convention, by toth declaring 1980 to be "the year of +the
book, " and intensifying our activitieg o enveloping eco-
nomic and political crises with an i
creasing N&T, from an B-peger to a 1l2-pager =~ and have .carried that
throvgh for the entire last two years, indesd making it permanent --
B0 W& must now carry ocut "3 books, not 1" as-that preparation for
revolution,

: While we cannot here develop in full the concept of "3 booksg,
not 1," which will be done in the Perspectives Thesis itself, we can
and must develop tha changes that occurred between 1980 and 1982 in
the new beok. At the same time, we must know so well the direction
in which we are headed that we are able to single out which of the

15345




wlp
four forges of revolution ac #%aton 15 ¢iucial at this moment in.its
total oppéeition to Reaganiam -~ in economics, “in politice, in inter-
‘natiqnalism.;especlally to Africe. Glearly, i+ ig the Black dimen-:
sions;gndfit ie to that end that we are asking Lou Turner, who hes _
done”such a magnificans Job in'los Angeles on Black and organization-

al growth, to move 'to.the Center directly afier the Convention,

.~ ", Along with our activities around the book and the Black di-
T2nsion stana our work in Women's Liberation and with the - Youth, . In-
deed, the most ciiticel of ail act;vities,1nd'qpubt;_willgbq_with,"
the ‘antisnuclesr movement, Nothing more-shows the power that movement .
y-has “than the fact that that war-hawk, Reagan, has had to at-
least rrotend he is ¢alling:for nuclear reduction and take note of.
the gredt anti-nucléar movement in Europe as well-ag the. .U;S. which.
tngaaﬁbns:tquundermingﬁhispwild drive for nuclear missiles, =~ -
... Nox tan-we forget  that. our work with-the Latirnio -1iberation ™
movement must be sharply intensified, ‘Nqne*chn'hay%_anyiillus;qg.-
that Reagan has given'up'hisiCoﬁhter-revoiution:against:the'freedom '
fighters of =1 Balvador, or Nicaragua, just because he had. to aban-
‘Gon Argentina which had promised to ‘Aid him in Mdegtabilizing” Nica-.
ragusy- Quite the contrary, -The very fact that the ‘pretense of W' . -

fhﬁinstfnéﬁﬁralﬁTiﬁfthé‘tisbt'QvarfFalklahds/Maly'naB'Wéﬁfﬁq;rabiﬁlv“’
“and 't6¥aYly’ driopped is only. further proo? that ‘the capitaligs ‘eulers
will not’ permit any part of the Third wor;d,to-choqse;;he'point_p;{g

The fhael showdown, | T o R A

' N Vg .t o

oo P - I R o .- Clauat g
o grf]'Mgthbdglgyjand'Pgliticalizationp ie, the_gbnﬁretizatichqff
a philosophy of revelution, is of the'essepcé;precieely;begause;i&,j
il;gminaﬁgsfthe_imﬂéﬂiats_asgwell asz the ultimate problsms, - - We, must
firq;'considep[thisuhsf;t'manifastéd'ijgélf in the new book, ' -

III, Methodolos ' and Politicalizetioni _Difference Between thé"IQSfo
' L _and whe 1982 Cempleted Work - n ’ P ST

. Ingturning to tﬁé~differencéégbefwegn the 1980 Draf+t which-
had"8. chapters:(see pi' 24 of our 25° Yéars of I, xist-Humenism: )" =~ -
and. the 1982 work which not only has’ 2 chapters, ut three Parts, - -
we ‘must hold tightly to theﬂhistoric*new”that'arose‘simu1tanepus;y-_“
with-the movement: from vractice and .the new unity of-theory and prac-
tice that I called: Absoiute Idea ss New Beginning. 7 This' éan right=-
ly be called the Second Great pivide in Marxism even as the First
Great Divide was lenin's philosophie reorganization at the outbreak
of World var I and the collapse of the Second International, o

. Tet's begin with such a simple thing as moving the Afterword
on Leon Trotsky's Theory of Permanent Revolution from Ghapter 1 to
Chapter 11. 1In the first case, it placed it in relation to how the”
theory was discussed a2t the 1907 Congress, although Trotsky’s analy-
sls carried it through the outbreak of WWII. In the second case, by -
appearing in Part III, Chapter .11, it means a direct confrontation
of Trotskg's theory with Marx's theory of revolution In ‘permanerce
toth in 1850 and as he developed it in 1875 as a new ground for or-
ganization. o _ o T e :
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R . Plret to be noted is that nothing could ngvepprﬁg*csg'tg;&:
changs of place bafore a totally ﬂCW'CatBEOEE-Of‘Ebst*ma&nhMaLA'_g'h
85 NCT JUSY & OnronuiCfiCAal GescTiplbiun vub a8 rejection of ail other
Marxig: thoories -- of revolutionaries &5 well as reformishs —- :
becguge' aven: the greatest have divided what lerx had . united: philoso~
phy~and reveluiion as inseparables; - T e T

__ Secondly, this involved: seeing something new in lkarx him-
self, who had developed his theory of permanent revolution after
the defeat of the 184B-49 revolutions and had addressed it to a

- 'Party¥, ‘d.e. the Comminist League; Thus.he.created:the ground for
organization which became, nect.just'argreat divide from gll other -
tondenciee -(specifically Lasealeanism) but a whole new contirent of
thought-and revolutions -Marx's Marxism.:. This ground for.organiza-
tion in.the Cpritiquée of the: CGoiha Yrogram occurred in that pivotal -
year, 1875, the year. of the finesl-and-crucial French edition of’ . .
Capital, with all its new additions, including the concentration and
centralization of cepital in the hands of a single capitalist, which

gave us ground £or-the theory ‘of &tdte-capitalismy _
... :.Seeing liarx's work.as a totality made it possible for the
Xirat time 'to ‘eriticise revolutioriaries as well as reformistsy
~fneciudine Lenin:who: alone hdd-réorganized philosophically and:met .
the challenge of WWI and the breakdown .of .established Marxism, there-
- by"ereating ‘ground for''the November 1917 proletarian rsvolution, =~
but iwho “Had -notiextended-that ‘philcsophic réorganization to the dld -

vansuarndist 1902-3 concept of the Party, though. he had often modi-,
fied "it, ~“(We had developed that modification at gredt length inm
M&F in relating the. question of forms of organization to.forms.of
revolt,) .
VLTI E D S A : ’
s tniz.Chapter™ 2'on "The Break with Karl Kautsky, 1910-1911" was
thermotivation; originally, for 'the rew bhook., It was meant to be a
climax,": since those yedrs iofi1910-11 had shdwn in Luxemburg, at one
and. the same time, the flash. of igenius on imperialism and.the sens-
ing-of:opportuniam -in Keutsky four full years shead of-tlia-outbreak
- of WWI and the Second International's betrayal,. It was intended
to-"prove! - that : Inxemburg -(Woman) .was greater -than Lenin (Man), .who
in those years did not ‘see; any.opportunizm in Kautsky. - -The actual
working ontiofi that ‘period, which showed that the flash.of genius
o imperialism had not led Luxemburg to-discover a new Subject:in
the resistance of. the -oppressed masses, forced ‘the confrontation of
Luzemburg not just with Kautsky but with Marx. The. next Chapter
on “The Inter-regrum" simply would not hold up in this confrontation
of lierx and -Luxemburg. - Now look at the:new Chapter .3, where that
confrontation is.direct, and see how it leads to the National. Ques-
tion and must of necessity relate to the dialectics of revolution,

Chapter i, in now dealing with the "Dialectics of Revolu-
tion®, leaving no room for. Luxemburg to continue with her error on
the Kational Question, creates new room for her magnificent revolu-
tlonary attitude on sgpontaneity. Iloreover, this time the debate on
the relationship of spontanelity to organization, fer from-being
iimited to the 1904 debate against Lenin (go beloved by Mensheviks)
exiends the debate to 1917 and the strupgle against bureaucratism
for revolutionary democracy, after the conquest of power,  This is
what makes Luxemburg so relevant, even urgent, for our day. It was
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she who, in the very process of hailing the Russian Revolution,
rg@ggggthggguastion once again on the continuation of revolutionary
damoeracy after: winning proletarian power. L : o

-~ :Thé&vsubject of Women's Iiberation; which-in the:198C draft
~wasihut a sihgle chapter, has become a whole new Tart. II:==."The . "
Women's Liberation Movement as Revolutionary Force and Reason® =- -
which has three chapters, allowing us to have an Overview both of

the. Black dimension ahd of yesterday; +oday and tomorrow,
nmmtmmmmﬁmMWw@tammnyMWﬁwo£MMImmm

burg.as origina) character, as Teminiat, viewed. in the light.of todap

Indeed;-iticauts a héw illumination ‘beyond what Luxemburg-herself . -

saw,/»Finallyy -the very.fact that today's Wiliihas: not:#solved®. the

questicnzofﬁwomen"a;1ibsraticn-hut.leaveaatasksnto,berdoneg_remalns

a challenge both for Women's Liberation and’ for the neaded. total np-

rooting of-the:old and the' creation.of ‘hew human relations. - I

Ll

" UNew ook ab PAFtUIINM“Kard Ha¥x, From Critic of Hegel to
_ Autbor of Capital and Thabf{s?'of"Réﬁolﬁtion in Per@anence:? A
whoié riew Sectioh’on dialectics’wag {ntroduced, [Tt dlsclosed, that .
Warxy whoshad'not yet fully broken' with: bourgeols:aociety. ag He:viork-
"68%n, ni's déctoral ! thesls in 1641, Had '1ata K Around in Hia Piret’
ritigque of. Hegelldn dialectics, once he-discoveredsthe proletarist.

as"fﬁ@“g@iﬁéﬁsﬁffSuﬁjééf}ffqr‘ﬁﬁtxfﬁﬂﬁhoIeLﬁéﬁllﬁqfiﬁéﬂt,qfxﬁﬁéugﬁf{

and :0f:revoluticn. . oo R TR T R g

. Part IIT reveals the first view of harx as a totality, dig-
closing ‘new-moments:in the laset.dscade. of Marx's:life that. point a
trail to- the 19808 znd first reveal ‘the ‘needed break with all.postsi .
Far:x Marxistd .who congealed liarxiem- o .their dogmatism and failed: ..
to. work:out .the new moments as.a continuing ‘development. - Just as-
the-publication of JMarxism snd Freedor laid the ground for: listening
and:projection.of all the volces Trom .below, éand ‘Philosophy: and '
EQVblqﬁng_.laﬁd'the-ground:for such ‘pamphlets &8s IrantFancn, Ameris<
ca g Fipst General Strike, and the- in. Aperican Revolutionsg -«:' -
80 there 13 no doubt whatever that the new book wILl increase our -
outreacir-and ' strength not only -in feneral, ‘but . speciiically on:Roga'
Luxemburg as a revolutionary spontaneist; -on the Women's Liberation :

Movement, and on the totality of Iiark, himgelf, " . . . L

Clearly, in this year of the centenary of Marx's death, .’
when finally we- can see all of Marx's works as a totality, our contri.
bution with "3 books, not 1,* because now it is historieally placed
end synthesized with what happened objectively and subjectively for
the pest 30 years, manifests what we mean by the "Second Great
Divide.” The last paragraph of the book articulates most precisely .
ths tacks liarx's larxism demands from uss > : L

“harx’s legacy is no mere.heirloom, but a live body of -
ideas and perspectives that is in need of concretization,

- Every moment of .Marx's development, as well as the totallity
of hie works, spells out the need for 'revolution in
permanence,' This is the absolute challenge to our age,"
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- . Now that methodology and politicalization have given us, at
' 0ne. and the same time, both an anaiysis of current crises ag we in-
of "3 books, not 1, we can
intensive deys and evenings
Fortunatsly, we will firgt have
of pre~Convention discusegion to clear our heads ang
ganizational preparations,

Iv, grgagizgtionuggilosbggic ggepggatione for Convention

‘ The follow-up to the iagt section of the book which is cgll-
“A 19808 View" begfhs with this Convention Call, which opens the

pre-tonvention discussion period, The National Chai

Dunayevskaya, has been usked +o bring in a Draft Per

which will be printed in the July issue of N&I,

N A on Friday, Sept. -
for the outgoy i It will be prece
meetings ol ¢ i : ; Youth and Women?®
tion, on-opens officially on Saturday morning, Sept. 4
ugh Sunday evening, Sept. 5, -

© L The Convention will begln, as always, with the National
~3_Qpa;rwoman's,Parspectives Report, It will e followed .by two Sub-
‘foponta on “The Book and Foliticalizationd sod by o Report on the

Paper, the Orzani port,  brief reports on both Youth and
& Li i i n the discussion after the
Finances, - 4 final exscutive
§ report on Leadership, and

I All sessions éxcept the Exacutive session are open to friends
and sympathizers on the invitation of the locals in consuitation with
the Center. Ail inviteq will have full voice, -

' The Detroit local has been asked to host a partj to greet
visitore and out-of town members on Saturdsy night, as well as to
host the entire Convention,

~=The RESIDENT EDITORIAIL BOARD




