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TEL - PAYA'S'REPCRT was entitled: - -

SUMMARY OF EXPANDED RER MEETING, JAN. 2, 1982

-

Under the Wanip of thed Counter-Revolution: MOMENTOUS WORLD-HISFORIC EVENTS
. ETRUCGEE TO T FIND REVOLT TTTONARY PRITOSOPATL EXPRESSION = ’

_ "Our epoch ig a birth~time, aend
) L . @ perled of trensition...,.”
' -- Hegel
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©t - Iw Introductiors Today!'s ‘Task and the Intermergings of the hree Books . larxism.
T " and Freedcm,_PhilOso by and Revolution, Rosa Luzemburz, Wowen'!g
-, Liberation end Marxis Philosophy of Revolution —e with the
" ObJective Situation . C

o ] .
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‘I we ‘should cohsider only. thie two weeks Just_peigt, the whip of the
comter-revolution would, Seem-overvhelming, = We fice tho nev reallty in Polana,
irasl's &mje;:_'qti_’c;_x:.pf‘tﬁe:colan Béights, ang Begin'e taking full edvantage of
amateurishness: in the Middle Eagt ug he flirts with a shift in
et ‘the’ vory mement when the U.B.'15 deep in the mire with Pussia on Foland R

nués 1ts genocidal actions in E1 Salvador, and intens:fies, the retrogressions -
Horelon:all fronts -- from debor to race to women's J.iberati_on X0 endless nuclear
po o . . . '
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At the same time, we muet not forget the 18 months of revolutionary achieve-
ments in Poland, but must keep the highest devalopments bafore us, The Polish
resistance o3 it struggles:underground to £ind revolutiomry philosophic expression
must have aa great solidaritv from us as the physical solidarity. ‘- ‘

In this 2 &,ht, it is

' clear $he disayrain the left cannot be disregarded. While thousands of revolut-

© 4donardes were executed in Iran ‘Brotskyists dared 4o still whitewash Khomeini and
“praise his "auti-imperislism" snd call-the Mujahedeen "CIA-supported ...ert" And
vwbat 18 most horrifying of the counter-revolution in Poland is that 1t comes
from within, thereby strescing that-tbere is nothing worse than state-cepitelism,
natlonal sta.ta-capita.lism, militarized, which in proving that the greatest enemy
e alvays et home, . Hor is the Muslim religion tha only reectibn cn the scene;
“he- fetholic Churck in Poland has helped state-capltelisi establish dtself. The

 abeoluts opposite is the ravolu‘l‘ioﬁn.ry Vision, Hld.le g1l thesa whips of cqunter-

B volution, abroed and at home, mele our $ask ~="the trmfomtion of réality ~=-
Eposaibla Tor'a swall group 1ike owrs, 'we know '-heve” are  milliong “he world
cver’ sh:ugg:l...ng for exactl;x what‘ '-'e ai.n for, and aearching fob ) phi.-.neophiﬂ ex-
preaa:l one "

s Ik A 'because that 18 eo tha.t wé are proposing to- la.unch fot Just, "ths :

‘book" but three bocks, ons of which'ds celebrating its own'25th anuiversary ss a

‘14ving panner that initiated the link. with Ma.rx's Marxism précisely at tle moment

" when' 'l;he movement from practice disdovered it,, * Here I wish to limlt wmyeelf, for
- ‘the mment, t0 what vas echicved in'the lstest work, BL,UL , KM, by seelng the

* “plirase "posteMark Marxists" not as chronology but as. ..a.'begory, which bégen with
¥ngals, his clossst collaboratof’ when Marx ves stlll alive ~- indeed, before .

© Marzdsm, difself, was a "totality." The rew continent of thought and of revos
- lukion was discovered becsuse "G ‘the very profound intermerging of the Indlividual
- ond-the Universal. Tha% kipd of- Intermerging 1s not easys 31t 1s the key to the
nevw additions that were wade to'Part IIT ahd called “A 19808 View". ' It is what
I wvant to carry through today‘, ob,jectively and subjectively, _beginn:lng with
“Poiand, - ’ .

‘-II-Polard- Reveolution and Counter-Revol ution == a.nd the Philosophic Gap. .

Everyone hds followed, breathlessly, the events in Poland.-~ the counter-
revolution and the resistance against 1t, especislly in the Sﬂesian mines where
over 1000 barricaded themselves for two veeks. But we must £O6llow the. counter-
ravolution Just am precisely. 'Wad-Shule has caught its dialectic. In the HYT
of Dec, 24, 1981 , he points out that the declaration of martlial lew was under-
+taken because so many of the Communiets let it be known they \'-rould not’ vote for
forbidding strikes that Jaruzelski withdrew that proposed legislatioh and de-
cided on the other option open to them. Martial law was declared on & weekend
because vorkers would not te in a position then to occupy their :f'actories. It
vas this that had not been anticipated by Solidaruose., The erbticle also points
out how national everything is -~ the military councii calls ‘it "National Salva-
tion", not Socielism., The emphasis everywhere is on military end naticnal; ou .
Polish interests, not on the CP. That is why it is necessary to go deeper il.nto
Wwhen nationalism is not revolutionary but reactionary rile.

- More importent is to
gee why Solldarncse was so \unprepared; why all eyes were on invasiomn not on the
reactionary Polish rule; why Kuron, who did go much to organize the unity of
workers and intellectuals in KOR gave it vp and began talking of the “self-
limiting revolution "; why the Church has been whitewashed as 1f it did not have
its own goa.ls H why the anti-Semitlism in Poland cannot be ignored.

It is crueisl
when counter-revoluticn strikes, and when the revolutionary forces have to go
undergrouwnd, that those forees bave a banner, a phileosophy of revolution to go
underground with, And Poland must be seen in the whole world context ... 1
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leaped out cf the hospital. %0 ennex ‘the Golan Helights «-
d the- eway from Poland, The sams thing happened when the
~ Russian tanks moved into Hangary ‘1 15656 and Pen Gurion marched Isrpal's troops
to the Busp tulked of the Hungarian Revalution, That does not
Begin's aova today 18 without the_ aid of British erd )
French imperiaitam; 1t ig "all cd his oun - Ymore, it comes ea o folloy-
up %o all {he other unilateral, veo-fascintie, HOVeS . e beginning vith tha das
stiuctidn o g B Ireql nuclear reaction; on Judy 17 the bombing of ‘&
héavily p; ated villhge in benon. . T4 cams without & word t0. his "bedefactor™
Lution which od | ton of
She Gov kg and void," 3._doez ‘not mean that > vitrieidd, .,
outburst was ope Of his heed. Fex Prom it. It wag long~planned,. Ang’
aimed to raige his terroript sets (whinh were 2imed againat 3. o country-gbont.

to~be~born in he 29400) into state polis .
TR 2250 Suake poliay e

TN T
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L e e ' L 0. Bbudy "gvery single
- Word of Begin's ptatement and_grasp. the' tining, {T¢. 18 brinted in full 14 the
- NYDof ‘Dec,. 21,19827) yo have to lndy ﬂﬁn‘h;s 8 methodology in order to know how
: 78 1% Ths nifmute Reggan Degan £11rting vith Sauat Avabsa when Crown,
; plan, I'begatr $6 prepare an analysis because it was
hangy’ the"situation. that asgumad global proportions,
. 3. 80 d1d Pe ine From thet momopt: on,

is h‘esésaa.'ry o sty

“-rvaiting for his-chance, 5t 16 VY he Tushey o in & wheelchair , g
“his ‘cabinat;, ‘Procesded Kt . The need ¢go study’
tause it ig the ha 60 estehligh fhot :

Ben Gurion, whe It 18 not only the Arebs he is. q 3 it de
. the Jews. What We are seeing unfolg how' is. what Begin be he -
moment he got bover, . 7

is to prectice
dialectic methodo-

haken up gg
Becausge the » religion wag disregarded
by the tert \ the revolution itaelr, Instead, 1t wag

: Turdamentaligt form, which conguered the power,
is destroying the revo » 8nd has become one more prop in the__Uquuaaian_ rival-
Ty for tolal world domination,” - ) e

Or consider n knowledgeable revolutionary like Fred

Halliday who writes in apn issve of Merip Re orts on the "ire of Crisis" ang Yet
8 80 lrmersed in geupoliticg instead of & piTi."Loaophy of revolution.that he ac=
cepts 1978 ag the "turning point" =~ focusing on the Cuban and Soviet help to .
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Lthiopia in 1978, . . . .

] insteed of 1979 and the Irenian Revelution, If all that was ‘poeded was to expose
tmperialisn's glubal reach in the Migdle East, we tould prove. 1t with 1947 and
the Truman Doctrine, which was intended to guaranfee no :_'gv'clutiond in the post~
vor world; or with 1957 and Figefhower and the Busz orisin. - But that ie not what
%6 reeded, What is needed is to understand how ‘the ‘world changed in 1979, end
how that Iranian Revolution fell under the grip of the counter~revolution from

within.

1y~ -Beck to the '.Eask:.‘_f.or 1982:  The Intermerging of the. Three Books ‘with the
.. .Objective Bituation ' e i

. We have goae today. into greater detail on the objective situation than ve
genarally do at FEB meetlngs, expended or otherwise, gince always there are tco
meny practical setivities to map out. But it wae neceshaly becauae the {ruth 1s
thet -- if we succeeded with projecting and gelling our three books for a full
yesr; and if that led to a significant growth in senbership to prove we could
execute -it, and degerved it; and if both owr Youth work and ovr WL work meant

autonomous outpourings; sund if we Yeslly had e sound f;haﬁcg.gl pleture =~ then;
the truth is ‘Ili:'épeai;,-.the.t T&L ‘should really become & bl-weekly. oo

. Instead of heing.able’ o enl with & ddestion 1ike that, Jovaver; ve must
‘edrdt that it is -{mpoesible to ‘conslider guch ;a goal' today;” because we $iidy do
fiot yet fully appreciate oursqlves. . We have to learn'such elementary ‘things’ 88
camirajerie ‘and patieace. Hiretofore,we have dtressed Hrgel's attacks-on' the
Yrameutica” for trylng 4o got tu-tha‘.ﬂ'bnoluté_' 1ike .6 ghot out of the P itol;’
with'his statemeut that *Igpatience ésks for:.the i1mgoosible, and wants o ‘yesch
tho ‘goal without the means of getting there." -( 7y, De 90) ' We-ddd'
p6t, .on the otker hand, stress the covollary of Hagel's pralse for ipatience”’ |
. aipgé,thnt,_,politicm, gurely looks reforxgiét 1£ pot ontright"countar-re'vo}u-
tiopary, forgebting that patlence ia the exact, precise, philosophic: term: foi
the hard labor of the negabive. Indeed, the word sesme migeing when ve quote
Hegel, {p. DL} un "the seriousness, the ! fering, the patience; and the lebor
of the negative” as the only way to reach the free flow of tha dialectic.f
dive into those pages 90=91 we find what foiloved ‘his attack on imps tience
‘and praise of patlence: ".as becajse the wniversal pind at work in the world ©
hes had the patience to go through these forms in the long’ gtretch of time's
extent, and. td take upon itgelf the prodlglous lebor of the world's history,
where it btodied forth in ench form the entire content of itself, as esch le
copable of presenting it." S : : o '

_ ] : The pivot.and goal of all wat this:"For the real Bub=
ject.matter is not .exhausted ip thé purpcsé bui in verking the matter out; nor
ig the mere .:i'épult attained +the concrete whole itself, ‘but the result elong
with the procéss of arrlving at it." (p. 69) o o

You will now be getiing, ‘a8 & totality rather than'in the forn of indivi-
dual letters on individual additions, the changes OF rather expansions made in
Part TII. They .sre to be studdied carefully, and not in, 160 tioh from our con-~
crete orgenizational responsibilities. Thus, such & simple magter as 'who will
toke over Diane's work next year &8 technicel=philosophic ageistant for the’
Center is not "simple” beceuse it is not “fachnical,” It ls not only-a question
of our never considering that only women and nct men can be “gacretaries”, bubt
. the choice of Jim to take over that work involves Jim's secing the organizetion

as & totality end not only generational, not only "youth oriented" bub globally
oriented. At the same time it means esking Petar 4o becOme more center-oriented

in terms of carrying on some cf the national correspondence around the Youth,

and some of the international correspondence as well, as the youth assume & true
global importance in the world-wide anti-nuclear movement. ) 15329
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Just s there is something new in the. Youth vork (and Ruspell has done

ﬁm‘gni.f:l_.cent;l,y 6inge he took the campus work seriously), we are seeing something
new gleo in the Black ‘dimengfen snd with Iabor -« and especlelly ao 4n L, os

" r.Angelep. And we ‘hayar reacheq something new,with velations in latin America, as,

witness Anne'._s.succesam trips. . Atove.ql’ however, 1z the. right here. and new.

From néw: to Labor Day will be our. esting pericd for what ve vill reach with.
the three beoks and the Archbives, ’ S

Methodology is not Just Tor books or esfays but
it 45 the:dfdlectics both of 1iberation and: of thovght. ve
evente without ever Yorgetting it 45 ag - )
ion of thought, Self-devel-
others.’ The litmus
- -Soying the Individual 4g Mepa;gble

POnly-gofng it wille - - - e




IN HER SUMMATION, RAYA said che wanted to 1imit hergelfl to tw. things: 1)The
the three books; and 2) the intermerging of the three with the
vbjective situation. Taka: each work -in relationship to the cbjective s;j:.uation at
the time it wes published. In 1956, we had East Burope revelt,: and -Automation --
and we 3idntt separate them. The esscnce +o us wes o T£ind the American rocts of
Macxism as evidencd in Aboltionism &nd the Black dimension ~-- but just eo Abolltion-
1sm meant & new divension to the human character, 5o Huzianids vas seen as o world

aspect.

intérmergings of-

© Now:take P&R ---on th: face of ik.the cruciel year was 1969, which ve
seld wes not 1968, Bug-that didt mesn. %hat the revolution was ended —- it -
mesnt there Lsd to be (and thereiwas) & new pession-for:philoaophy. . Whet 1974
brought, the world was-yhat.I havi alled.a new type of revolution -- just consider
that it was Portugal.that broughtiout apartidarismo and that- it vas the women who
raised that,.. - - - R A A IR . .
Tn PSR we took up 811 of Hegel == nobody had- doue.that in this vay Le-
Sora, . And ‘the shock-was that -nobody -- sbsolutely NOBODY -- had ever: made & ehbe~ -
gory of the-legt three paragraphs:(#54 to-57). - . Lo - Lo
P s T PR We have.to be'sble to take up.things
aven when they even't .there. I mean.that.-there is uo:8iscussion of- WL in MRF ==:-
tbere wag-no WIM then. -Bub I bad developed womsn 88 6.1mew cetegory way back in
tha post-war worid, How.do.you.express thot when there is no ‘movement?. Look at .
Yhat MAF does with the milkmsids whe wers -the firet.oues on'the streets in Poris.
You bave to be able to.take that end.show-how end why women were made into a -
categorys - .. i Lot . TR S . -
: -+ The danger-with-the new book ineofar 8s Iuxemburg-is concerned is that
some will tend. to eppreciate what +they learh there sis Just néw.rects that they

e

éidn't lmow Yefore. . We have to be eble to-show. why these -"Pacts" were found,’ Look
at Penthesiles -« Luxemburg dldn't know why she took tbat story up. that is 1t we
are saying ‘about that? And-how could we find.all these things nobody ever noticed -
before? . cr rte e oo Ld S W . .
* 1£'we see &l1 ‘three books as one, we will-be shle to show the intermergings.

S . T want to sey something about what Erica reised ‘on Amnesty International.
They bave quite & historys One of the best things they did was to point the finger
ot Carter right here et home end his treetmont of the Blacks. They do their Best
work 4n.Britain «--which is vhere the OND is elso greatest.(Reys developed some of
the' experiences we have had with these activists.) We have to.know some of this
history to sece hov,important this work cen be; and the wany ways we nave to koow
how to present Marxist-Humanisme -~ -- . ) e L. L

e We alzo have' to take wup, in wlationship to "pest-Marx -
Marxisys" whet Vera Zaguliteh 4id when she got Marx's answer, to her letter. It
wasn't the answer she wanted, so sho, Just put it.away,. 'What -does that mean in- terms
of eppreciation-of the Self-Thinking Ideat . It is every bit as importent as the
dialectics of liberation itself. If you have that kind of appreciation, you will .
keep digging and.come up with & whole nescategory.

S T . Lo . There is nothing more’ important
than being able to listen, and to ceteh when something new appears. It wasn't easy
in 1953, but by now it is nct foo herd to catch “movemsnt. from practice,” - But the'"
1ittle phrase that is importent and that nobody has but s 18 "... thet 1s itself .
a Tora of "theory.?'_..-- Who ever ‘hought anything. of Sojourner Truth's expression s
about "shokt-minded" men?. Douglass was the intellectual, the editor of the peper,
her leader.But’®% expression "short-minded men" was & tremendous revclutionary - -
theory that he could not see. -Tell that to anybody who says; first.we have to
get this (then it was the wvote for. Black men), and then we will do thdat (pey at-
tention to the women). ‘There is no stagifying posaible if we are ever 0 creste
that totally new soclety. . - .

. And, vhat are.all thése three. booke in relationship to
finances? They are not a "trilogy” because it is not an intellectusl endeavor we
are telking ebout. Each one responded to o particular situation end to the Self-
Thinking Iden, Please rereed the. first Preface %o M&F, where.1 eay that no theore-
tician can write out of his own head -~ it has to be the whole movement. It is. -
because it is a whole movement that we do not have to despair totally at one more
counter-revolution. We can see we are laying.the ground for new revolutions ‘yet'

to come. . P 15331

(




