- REB MINUTES OF DECENMEER 14, ‘1981

Present: “-All, piud-Neda by special invitation: Diape; Bitter-in-, -
. > 7 excused, . .. T R : B

Aganda: I- U&7y II-From NDec. 13 to Jan.zf_If;f N&Y Deadline and

'"Aqsignmente:;Iv--OngoingﬂActivitiéé and Correspondence.

I- G&™ . s :
N~ Raya said that she felt that,both bacause the overview of the
vhola book €hat she gave on funday was so long and extonsive, and _
because it is.very impottant to gingle out what 'is new, she would
~like to give a very much abbreviatad repor: focusing enly on the
rew, . This Will kava three divisions: I~ The new in the summation of
the bdok; -2~ *That. have we .gained from the claszes and what is the
task now; 3. Bow.'do, the archives .fit in with the perspectives on 3
most ‘condrete level of the 19808, . ‘ a R

e Mrme ag i a7 . O Tha overview of the bock given on
-cSunday_beganrwiﬁh;vplandﬁndt;onlyvbeéanée~1t is important to constant-
ly practice dialecties by: testing ourselves .in reélation to the Jatest
- hoadiing;- but: bécause it pearmitted a review of the‘743755ecoﬁbmic3fgf
cridis in relation.to:our very first analysis of the 1950 economie,

- erisis, w¢§téhm$ngifxom:the;new_stage'of production,-automation ==
and all.of it.castiso.new a:"light on the purpose and-method’éf:the "

~book. that I want to review it here, too.. I'm not 'vérv suré ‘that what

we?gllqknew?fromfthe‘Prefade-tﬁha three évents that prompted the new-

.. boBX). were seen in that new -light. For oxampie, the first event~ e -
the - relationship to‘thé:Ethndlqg;gii'Notebooksréi?aa~hére saen. not
80 much-related to the-totalizy of Marx s to transforming :"pogt=Marx
Maﬁgistsﬂffrdm'ch:pnology Eo{éhtegory.l'The\Second event -~ omen's
Liberation Movement. today -- was ‘not related here to the EN but'to -
the @ifference in attitudes to the revival of the Luxemburg studies -
against what those studies represented in the 1960s, The third évent--
the 74-75 economic erisis -- was this time focused not, so much on the
mannex in which ftalinist-Trotskyists 1ike Mandal truncated Marx's "
Capital, but instead wae focused on the new.type of revolutiens. By
new type cfurevolutipns‘r mean the actual revolution in rortugal and
"ite” African colonieés vere so juter-related that it was impossible.
to say which force &varked the revolution in ™ortugal -- the Africans
who were taunting the “ortuguese axmy or the rortuguese who-were
ridding themselvea of ‘fascism. 1In'a word, "who® whom®" stresses
what .is very = diffarent in a revolution: the economic “"cause" or
tie aétual freedonm struggle. This relationship of caugality .to free-
- dont is the proof that the vhilosophic question, far from baing an N
1 abgtraction, is the one that :lofinea the roliticai berspective, and
the actual resclution of the ‘contradictions. ‘ : T

‘ This continued throughout
the 7Cs, but where it was of the highast imporiance because it hit
directly at the U.F, behemoth was in Iran, There it was not only
against the Thah but against U.s. imperialism and above everything
else it zhowed that the determining facet in the Middle East was revo-
lution, not 0il. The same relationship of causality to Ffreedom, with
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te direct hit at U.flMimparislism;’ cdn be Seen in the Latin Ameri-
can revolutions, be it whare they were successful as in Nicaragua, )
ox where..the gencocide ia'étili-coqtinuing‘as'in El:Salvador. That's
why I callad the Preface in my Presenation "Purpone“and'Method of
the Bpekﬁﬁfand.thiggwas‘bontinuéd'byZBringingvintofit the very con-
clusion of, the.book. . "R 19808 View,". g0 'tizt we should be aware
of the fact that it {s not Just "the book" but the objectivity of -
world .reality. ..Thus, the two-fold relationship of fubject and ‘Objett
was ‘carried through all three parts of the work; - IR o
Ve R T PO T example,-in
Part One of the: book, 1910 +o 1911 was -made inseparable from method-
Qlogy:éfitﬁeAbsolute'Methcd. which has a single dialectic for ob-
jeqtiva,pnd”aubjgctive. " Theraas it habrlong been obrious that 1910—
which-Iahadmoriginally'infendedlto.haué as: the climax of the bhook
since it was in that perfod when Luxemburg was dreéatest, with her- »°
prescience - of ,imperialimm and her struggle against the opportunism
-An the German, fecial Demdcracy.awhémsbther?gfeab“revofupibnarléé W
1iqurLenin)~stiiiufollcwedathefsrn‘as“tthtrﬁeﬂwbrxihts ~="Wss no’
longer- the. climax; because it had not led XY to break with' the @sby
thiaggime,the‘absolute;Fethoa shoWed*thatﬂLuxemburg'B*anhl?sas,'E'T
thoughmqorréctnwe;anbniy;éescriptive; phenoménological “rather thah* -
vhilosophic; with s Subject. ..- Here ds'what T 'mean: ' when Hegel
??YS'#Np;hinguiaakmgwnﬂin'ita.truthﬂunleaé it9is"complete1y_subjgbt
tanethod;#~andqwheré,Ma:xwinterpfets"thétﬁtbfmean$thétﬁ£he”5ubﬂect“
eomes*outmof?the'actudl-atruggle{ it'is’ Sirperative that' we do ‘not -
at thsat voint-simpiy have .to say, as’ LukenBurg-s4did, "long before" -
the'icoilapze of capitaiism bacsuse of 1ack of nofi-capitalidt” Jakde -
to-exploit, the-prolgtariat”will"bring-itrtovits'dobﬁ; T Luxamburg,
howaver, -because she did not see that the new fubject == theexploit-
ed'nationalitiastﬁ\would‘become'tha“actualr“grévedigéers"-ofVim; v
parialism;.limited her fubject to "the proletariat,": SR
T T A T S R T e _ Heretoforé, T
went?immed;ately into a~sharp=critique'ofnthe'hinffor not recognjz-
ing RL 28 ‘great revolutionary. ., This time, because RL ended by criti-
cizing Marx, himself,’.both .on accumulation of capital and on the
national aquestion, t could -bring in:another new ‘elemant. I''refer .
-tq-the”factgthat!thgre'waq.a‘revivaL of Lurémburg studies in-the
1960s; hut it vasnot - Luxemburg "the feminist", buz Luxemburg *the -
spontaneist” that was the preblematic then.  T& ie only with ‘the' '
riee,of—the.new VLM, despite the fact that they did not recognirze
Luxemburg, that it was nossihle for us to bring out “hat no one "had
done before -- that there was no semaration betwéen‘Luxemburg the
revolutionist and Luxenbu amini even 'if she herself hyd .-
not fully recognized the
for the. right to the vote, hut against the war. This, furthermore,
illuminated. how. gha had brought .into the anti-imperialist, anti-"
military struggle the tuestion of Penthesilea, 1Tn truth, both the °
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reference to Penthesilea anddher-anti-imperialist gtruggles. and tha
sharp ‘distinctinn she:made between. the bourgeois women whose"worid
is their home®.and the"proleterian-woman whose - "home ig the world® -
“-distinguished her ag an original character as much as did her
break with Jogiches. Today's T, though they have great deal +o
Yearn from her remain the  onés who brought out the unjoue feature of
todey's WLista by ; f
chauvinism.gighig the Left. fThe expression “at one &nd the sams -
time”;-aa'wall-as'the atreaswon~foverviewﬁ, mada -ix roseible - for the

‘bodk: to .conneck vasterday, today and tomorrow in such z+way-as the-

all the- . gh tha Nigerian women's -
' ' without.separating it from: -
N8TY women-ag Margaret Faller, - Tu a-word, the:

-apiticiam. of thefWLanas-in}ane sense.muted-in-relatibnship'to"RL.'

but inuanothex.senae:sharpened“sbuthat-it 70uld be dmpossgible.to

_ consider‘that_quhstion.outside“of Marx's Humanist rhilosophy, !

L i ; (TS 7 e

, {:Thaﬂfinal.sect;on ¢i the hock is, clearly, no: just. a section;
In‘fact, what was naw in'the“presentation;‘at-one and the!same:time;
wasstlivhe titia T 'gave: it —TKg;;;ﬁﬁ;x,cgeggiugiogagg-0rganize;“=-;

fromia eritic ‘of Hegel to author of Capital to thadrist .of Parmanent

S Rwolution. This continued with 2 peginning €o Yook at Marx even“:-
.eariier than 1841, “hy shéwinguhia‘aelfécriticism on'fhe #fuestion of

Law in:3837 =='and:in:that resrect bringing-in reldille'e‘expréssionA
about” "abrunt inter<mergings, - ?his‘crrriEd‘through with 3- both ™~

. the 'new momonts of .the lagt Jecade, whera he left a -trail- for-us to
’_the-lsaps{_qnd the whole concep* that he, alane, was. the founder of

a whole new contineptnof,thought-and of revolution.-"Allrothers;be-
ginning with'?rederick~ﬂngels; were post~Farx harxists, not just
chronnlogically hut as 2 categbry. - Indeed, ik is their-failure.to .

grasp the ramifications of that and his theorv of

tion that remaina the .chalienge to.ocur age.

ie the ‘idea that Marx was not:an " -" This is why
I went through all hisg practical "nrojects", beginning hefore he was
a2 Marxist and vet made 8uch & unity of philosophy-and the need for
lize it-that he considered himself 2 memher of
iparty df.Erometheus."-. Such an attitude never .left him,
whether he was creating the Committees of. Correspondence 'or the hig-
toric .First International in 1864, _ Tt e
- ‘ - The challenge.of permanent revolu~
tion that we must realize in our day is naturally not just -ours
alone but that of the age, and it's in that respect that 1 brought
in the Archives a1} too hriefly, so 1 wish to.repeat here what it
was that was new in the three-fold division 1 made of those 40 years:
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i- 194)-1950: The creation of the theory of state-canitalism, is
seen"in a new way in-'Poland, right at this moment. Where it is im-.
portant to:recognize that the greatest enemy ls at home, and that . :
anti-imperialism cannot be used as a substitute for not fighting
that:eneny -at hdme, nevertheless all of this period of 1941 ‘to 1950
in our Archives is just Prolagomena. R o
T : 2- 1950-1973: rhe core of our.
existence, where hoth the continuity with Farx's Bumanism and the .
newngen<of-our;g?e:as.witnqssipéla movement from practice, ‘begins
with a nsw séage’/production called Automation. By being in that
veric? . of the new stage of produntion and the workars' battle against
-it -through tle miners!* genera) strike, - sénsing ‘the vanguarc. nature
of ‘Black masses in motion a&s reflected in our own publication, In-'
dignant Yemrt,- and achiéving a breakthrough in the Absolute Ides -
_ as}é‘mnvepéﬁtaffomjpractice‘aix'weeks-befbre'thg actusl East Europe-
an’revolt '=<"we had, indeed, created an -historic new tendency, -
. Marxist-Humanism in the U.%. . The reason I have used & whole quarter
century ag. one single sub-division is o stress that once a new
- stage-of:production has begun and the workers have -shown ‘a way to
'gtrugglefagainst.1t;_the:developmentﬁ:also.in‘{thpught show the-cre-
- ativity:of-a new stage of cognition, which not only Lelps meet’ the- -
. challenge from-below but creates new ground- for anticipating. the . -
fature, v .o T T e e
*i1r, 13=-1974. o today: The 1974-75 éconcmic crisis hasg, in fact,
not-stopred and from that moment on we- had stressed the severity
ef the:global ‘econonic ‘crizes as being structural. As I chowed at
the very- beginning of the presentation, tha;qew thisg time was not:
limited to the ecriticism of those who truncated Farx's Capital, but
tp:théwfpcué_on the new type of revolutions, "be that in Portugal,
Latin-America, Iran, or Poland.  "he conclusion, therefore, was to
ask all' those present to join News and Leétters Committees and help'’
us'meet the challenge of the age —- the realization of the revolutim
in peimanénce’, by beginning the transformation of reality here
and now, -

' w % o

~ Now then, what have we gained from the classes? It is true
there has been a self-development, and T was sursly glad to see
that the last meeting brought out a perivhery, and we have gained
some members -~ especiallyv in Los Angeles.But they haw bv no means
broughat out the organizational ‘growth we locked .forward to. Since
this becomes ever more serious, we have to spell out naw tasks, new
ways of projecting and gelling this latest work of Marxist-Humanism,
It becomes imperative, therefore, first and foremost, to spell ic
out as activities. ' Both practjcally and theoretically, the ‘exr ~es-
sion has to be done on political matters and current events, . In-
stead of clasces asllong-lasting.as eight lectures, there should be,
perhaps, no more than four in any seriee -- and they cannot be sepa-
rated from analvsis of current events. TYor example, tak% qh;t_;s'
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happening in Poland right now.’ furely our 25 years of wriithgs and
‘activities around: the Eagt 'Eurovean revolts —- activities which will
now ba intensified - have & relationship to the new book. “Or take
what ig happening in Latin Americe and what Anne wag able to asta-
‘blish and will Yaport
report ‘in Nels ‘it

‘ties here. is even ‘more try

5is and the growing anti-nuclear movement whieh is truly global.

. : This
2l Jeads to' the fact that mv main report to the Jan. 2 Expanded REB
#ill'be a gréat ceal more on the current scene than on the new book,
with Special streas on the fact that it ien't only poland which is
under the whip of the codntgr—revoluti@h. So are revolutionaries
. everywhare, including the U.8. It is because of the urgency of
objective ' situations that the Expanded REB has ‘
v 2& many ‘NEY members as can come,
en invited. ’ o




