%<B nieeting of Movember &, 1981 . .- . -

Present: All, plus John by special. invitationy Diane as gitter-in

Agendas. I-.The Booky -II- Lead and Editcrial for December N&Ls | .

- . ..I1I~ Clansses, -from.now to Dec. 133. and . from Dec, ‘13 to Jan.2
" IV~ Ongoing Activitiesy V- G&W o

N

I- ‘Reya said,‘in her ¥eport, -that while she had some digturbing news
to report on the publisher, the importance of +hig report does not

relate to that aspect, wh%;giﬁg_gg;g%y jinformutional, but concerns
first, “the new ygg%ztgnﬁiff' Book, and secondly. how it is neces—
sary to project' Is 'in the classés and in all one-to~one contacting.,
in suéh’ a manner that our ‘unique contributions vacome the foundation’
for ' Vary rew typs of organizational growth, It is to this end,
therefdre, - that she wanted to 1ist thoee contributions, baginning
with-the eid, - To further stress the new additionagh the end, she.
reforrad to-the background of how it all came to Y“e -~ out of a dis~
cusglor. with Kike and Mary on the Index. Two new aspects were reveal-
-edi~'one wag the concentration on each of the three parts, i, WL,
‘and-lisrx, which hat left out seeing herel "in and for himgelf™; seé-~
cond'and ‘move ‘important ~‘was that the.Marzist=Hunanist point of view .
naturally perméated the whole, but heverthelese the specificity or -
~ our’uniqueé contrituticn cf Absolute Idea as Mew Baginning was limited
-tp the_;gst,jgﬁ paragraphs of the Book, = ..o T ' T
, ~-'11:“h?herqioréi”pa#ep305"yill“hate‘aﬂnéwﬁsubheading'atuthe top1,
A 19808 ‘Poin® of-View"/ ' ‘Instead of ‘continuing with p.-306, there
wtll“ngw'bpﬁabgdtJFhrEQ new nages, ‘which are summarized hare:'rhb Ve
oo G K oL s e s e 'lhe ree -
discovery of Narx's 1844 Humanist Esedys 'in our prey as agaihst thelr
first discovery by Ryazanov in the-1920s, had ramifications undreamed
of by, any 0F the post-derx Narxists. ‘Thet was g0 bacaugé.the redis-
covery followed, st ohe and the ‘mame time, a mid-19508s. movement from
nractice, that wag itself a form ‘of -theory, and a ‘challenge to ‘the ~ -
movement ‘from theory for a totally naW”reIatibpship'Of’theorﬁ.and v
practice,'” That is to 'say, once the sloran, ‘"Bread end Fresdem," is< :
‘Mﬁimwﬁgwwihw(ﬁmlhl%ﬂ}ﬂdtﬂmuﬂuwﬂﬂnm.
‘rian -state-capitalist tyranny calling itself Communism. in East_Cer- <
neny, what harx-had callec “vulpar Communism® couldn't remain some- .-
thing limited only to -the past, Because the Bas® Europesn revolts @ . .
that began in.the 19508 -in Zast Turope and .are continuing -to this dey
left not an iota of doubt that both: in theory and in-fact they sre -
rebelling against existing Communism, what tecame imperative was to
work out & totally new relationship of nractice to theory. 'when Marx
‘designated his philosophy as “a new Humanism," its distinction from
"vulgar Communism® was not just rhetcric. “2ither harx's "new Human-
ism" meant totally new human relations in life and in philoaophy,
or it meant nothing. T

Boa .

C arx's Humahism wes indeed &ométhing great,. some=
thihg historic and creative, nothing shori of a whole new continent of
thought =- of vphilosophy, of revolution, of life before and after
overthrow of the old regime., -Which is why, aiter the defeat of the
FEuropean revolutions of 1848-49, warx hed callel for “"mevolution in
Permanence. " <., : :

What our are was making us see anew was that the move-
ment from practice had disclosed a break in the Absolute Idea -- l.e.
in the unity of theory and practice, The 1970s showed that any.new
unity- of theory and practice would be but a2 bepinning -- and "Ahsolute
Tdea as New Beginning" was disclosing new forces of revolution as
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Reason, so that we also gaw in seli;determination of nations-what
Hegel had called-"self-determination in which alone the Idea is, is
to hear itself speak," o

.+ (At this point, the mss. will continue with p. 306, the final
page. ) o ; o . . S

- - faya-sald .she .wag beginning with this addition so that all
the cthers, whick actually qnmgyearlier in the mas., will be .seen in
this context. Thus.‘qn.g::lzg Yafter Lenin's quotations on Flehancy ,-
two paresgraphs will be added to stress.lenin's continuation with the
dialectic ‘atter conquest of power, so- that his calling attention to
the fact of the Absolute Method being central to Hegel is precisely
what makes it poamsible to have a clear break with the karxism of the
Second International. . e b

,f o oo The addtidn to 47, 188)comer’ just before the, vl-

timate paragraph on ‘that page. . It‘ig & new ‘reference to Lifshitz's
The. fhilosoph _Ard of -Kaprl liarx, which happens to be one, of the
veryn very.lew works that analyzed seriously .the 1841 Doctoral Thesis
28.:gomething: harx. naver renounced and ‘which Lifshitz points out holds

true all the way to Capital, itgelf. — :
' T onlp. 2317

. - ' the additions areg ba1)
Feally startling becavse:;Kevin had found (in .the French ¢olléctioh o017
jin:Vﬁlax;'a;paragraph,Enggis-haﬁ_left.out. in which harx, as ldate as | .
~ 1870, as he“wasgquk;ng¢onTVpl,II.“wrowekthleollowing;‘Phy relation~
- ship: with Hegel is very simple. I =m o discipls of Hagel, and the
Pnﬁsumptuous,chaquring'oﬂfthg;epigonqsfwho whink they:  have buried .
this. great thinker appear frankly ridiculous to me. Nevertheless, I -
have: taken the.liberty. of adopting towards my. magter a critical atti~"
' tqggygdtsencumbering:hisugialgctic of its mysticism and thus putting
it through a profound chehge,.etc., ete,” . In re-establishing this..
varagraph, it offered me-an cpporitunity to add two more ‘paragraphs on -
Vol.:II' of. Capi*al, thusly? L - Conalder the empty methodology,
of -Romrn Rogdolsky, who concluded, after his forced identification
of the,Grundrisse and: Capital ithat, one need "no, lopger bite into the
sour- apple and- study the whole of Herel's Lozic, tc understand Marx's,.:
Canital .ove™ Thig would. indeed make a mockery of the laborious; worlk .
of g whole decade by the mature. i.arx at the helght .of his creativity
transiorming the 1857-58. Grundrisge to the 1867~75 Capital, which, .
among other things, had that magnificent section on "fetishism of
commodities" which is completely absent from the Grundrigsa,

~ . .. Raya said that when the mss. resumes with the. paragraph on
the fetishism of ccmmodities as it appears in Vol.III of Capital
it indeed prepares us for Chapter 11 on "Philescpher of Fermanent
Revolution Cregtes Ground for Organization“, g dna this is exactly
why she was presenting the material in the way/did, because,she wanted.
the whole discussion on the classes and the took to he gtrictly *ied .
to the basis for our orsranizatifnal srowth. ‘We mimply cannot
achieve growth in this age of Reagonomics if .we do not know how to
present that we alone of all the pogt-harx harxists, including the
freatest of the revoluticnaries, have praosented harx's Humanism as a
totality, which at the same time opened the trail to the 1980s. It ig
100 years since Larx died, It is high time that post-Marx kerxists
face the challenge of the are and the .recreation of Narxism in the .
same manner as iiarx himself, who refused any division between philoso=~,
phy, revolution, and orranization.




