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IN LIEU OF REB MINITES OF MEETING OF JULY 31, 1981

August 3, 1981

Dear Friends:
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A, 'Rayazentlcféd.héi talk on Leadership: -“A Note on the Dialectics in
- Organizational Relstlons, or Leadeérship as Both Philosophy and Spontaneous Action,®
< The ctiphiasis from first to ldst is the concrete, and the concrete is limited to
“one year's perspective, so'that, instead of anyome thinking thai they shouid
"welt for the vesl thing”-- the dialectics, the philosopby, khe history, the
.thesiy ... "the.res! thing ls the concréte. Therefore, the point about {iniahing
_ the bock tlis year meant concretely that néfther Iror .Olpa would be in the office
" vegularly. (We were there a ot more rhan we should have been.) Mike and Evgene
had to, at ene and the cume time, take time out from "being in the offlce™ fo
Keep up with the chaniges in the book's self -development. On the whole, the
‘responsibility was théfrs bath for the 12 pager, and the Axchives (which is exact-
1y why we brought Eugeng, tc ‘the center), as well as the.organizational responsi-
bilities, Eugene recognized '€uill-blast what.organizational mesponsibility for
ideas means, nuot Just, as history, but as the orgoing, regular, very new type of
12 pager, and therefoxe fulfilled the tasks both of FIC chairman &archivist but
was not totally 7in the offfce.” Mike had most of the National Organizer's
tasks, - , v .o
Raya sald that the most diseppointing ‘thing to discover on' the tour, whieh, .
on, the whole, had been the best ever, was to find that the book had not determinud
the werk of the national organization. Which was why the classes around. the 25
Year History had not led up to an audience for the book. -1t was the tour that
" bepeo the creation of that audfence for the book., What, therefore, we must !snrn
£:-+ * is that there is no such thing as Munderstanding” the book, knowing it
"inatde", 1f it is not belng projectédd to the outside. THE ONLY PROOF OF KNGWIL NG
I INSIDE IS BEING ABLE TO PROJECT IT OUTSIDE. - Because that- is the essence -
of everything this year, it is this thcﬁ we have to keep in mind, not only when
we 80 into various historiec periods but when eack historic peried wc single out
is actually one more way of annlyzing cur own tasks and. checking up on them,
Thus, whether we talk of: DUp to 18145 2) 1914-1923; 3) DBreak with CLRy 1953-
1955; 4) Projection of Marxist-Humanism as "Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberatlon
and Marx's Philosophy of Revolutiea" 5. and the. totally nes type of classes
which this book demands and which will preetice the responsibility for Marxist-
Humanism organizpticnally. . of . i
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. s The section: on Up.to 1914 _1atd the stress on the fact that up to that
- woment, no philngophic division had separated any revolutionary tendency fram
another. The one new thing Raya had found 1n Luxemburg was that it wasn'c cnly
the ﬁivisipn;betwggg"spontaneity and orgenization,. but spontanaity and conscioug-
ngg@;,rﬁith_thefPaféy”fépféséhtiﬁg consclousnegs, so that oll the stress on spon-
tanelty and the greatness that At would compeld the leeders t¢ the deepest
revolutionary aetiong, nevertheless retained a vanguardisat clement vhich explains
why theory i& not yet a philosophy. In any case, Lassallesnism permeated them
all, to a degres that is unbelievable to this day. What we found, however, is
that, though we rightly rejected the vanguardist concept, that didn't solve the
‘problem of cur Morganizational work,",  For example, the First time I left the
office to work on-Marxism and Freedom, I found quite a mess on my return,and to
- -reelly cerry through with the projecting of M&F now that it was pablished: meant
asking Olga and Andy to move to Netroft.
‘ o When che 1914 philosophic break in Lentin
did come about, and it did create the Grest Divide in a]l history, and 1t showed
yehing from matertalisn 8.d 1dealism to imperialfsm and the Nation-
al Question, and ajso the creativity ~ mass movements -- and we were certainly
correct in stressing that Lenin had not been dtuck.in‘hgs_own‘1902;copcgpt_but”
--,~"Al‘hs.t_.r,!'.'nw:o.'::.:naa--‘-= 0Gifi one in hie theory -f the Party -- {p ig nevertheless
‘Hraﬁh§5d9b‘39blﬂnfactsthat Lenin did not extend that philosophic reorgmization to
the: concept of the Party., So we still keve a.probiem, and no full ansvwer, But,’
-+ on:thejother. hend, did we ever fully work owt "Cognition not only reflects the
- world}ut.. creatas- it,m? Or did we just Jump to conclusions without going into
. lthe.process? - . R I : - ' : T
' o (Raya then detailed the 1875 chapter of the RI book as scmeching in
thought she was emphasizing the First part of the title: "The Theorist A
nent Revolution", wherens she felt the organization loved. best the secund '

“part of the title: "Creates Ground for Organization,™) S
T b e ATV e : -
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l..| HER CONCLUSION WAS TO CREATE A NEW CHAPTER 12 'OUT OF SECTION III OF
1, SO THAT NOT ONLY WOULD ORCANIZATIO NOT -BE' THE FINAL WORD, BUT THE
(MOMENT IN THE WRITINGS.OF MARX'S FINAL YEA WOULD SO, PREDOMINATE, THAT WE
CULD, KNOW. 1T AS THE TASK OF THE AGE AMD THUS.THE 1880s CONCLUDES: ON THE VIEW
193050 . i . .

ﬂ& - - The third subsection on"The Break centered
"-8round the inseparabllity of theor philesophy ang revolution,
CLRJ:mayahave,escaped the reductio satsky who 1aid down as principle for
“the creation T:Jthe Fourth International, 'The crisis of the worid is the crists

of leaderghip,fy cLry alsc afhieved the consciousness of the opposite of stato-
cepitalismetHs new forms of revolt;but the fact remains thar when these new
forms of wgikers revolt appesved in East Burupe, he had nor considered them some-
thing that b Worked out anay. On the contrary, the attitude was that
this new phenome coniirmed™ an_a-priori viey of workers revolt which he al-
ready had. In a WwOrd, there waa no way for him to reach thé re-establishment
of Humanism on new, historic grounds. Working out organizetional respons{ -
bility for Marxist-Humanism. therefore, became ours alone.
T C ; ' . The philosophic break
wich CLRJ did create ground for organization, grounded in the movement from prac-
tice that was itself a form of theory: but let us under no eircumstances think we
have mcre then the ground for organizational "enswers,"  What we do have 1s:
erious contributions to dialectical philosophy, Marxist-Human-
ty to ever-new gocial forces of ‘revolution in addition to he
‘Proletariat -~ Black, WL, youth; and organtzational respensibi 1ty for Marxist-
Humanism in two ways. One 1s via the Center with thiee full-timers in the office
(0,M, E); the other, of equally "first impertance”, the Book.
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The Totally New Type of Classes on thc Naw Book, ROSA LUXEMBURG, WOMEN'S
-'LTEERATIDN AND MARX'S FHILOSOPRY OF REVOLUTION Eor 1981 1982' A series
of 8 Sessions Suggested by thc ﬁuthor i

" Yhat I mean” by total'ly new type of classes is by no means just tied
to the fact that the book will be at a single place. BMNor is it limlited to the
fact-that the-person who will give the first lecture wiil alsoc be the one to

“give the sunnmtion, aven- though that aspect of it-1s, of course, very mich more
imiportant’than the fact that the book s only et one place. What this means s
that it cannot be a new person, and preferably it would be an NEB member. And
e’ goes withsut ‘saying that ths person would have! responsibillty for the entire
book <- thet 1s to say, he or ghe must meke notes of avery single lecture given,
not just to include the essence of the individual. lectures in the summary, but

rather, to refer back to what ‘the author of the book had in mind for the total!ty
‘ tne book.

o — -

— " : /’_,/.

i&gyembur? a;qggzglgtion_rJ“Iugn{ns Points _Tncludlng ber Eggggnil_aife /1, .Aff‘l

Readings. Chaprer 1 (¥Befcrée and After’ tﬁa 1905 Revolution®) Cand

“Chapter-2 ("The Break with Kautsxy, 1910-1911"}, and Appendlx"‘“  4,

("Luxcmburg s Speech “at” the 1907 Congress") : ?
‘h» SRS ! Please note :hat, as against gﬁuﬁefﬁ“
< apter 1, when the two turning points referred- to wers 1839 and 1905, UL
i1’ the lecture,the 1899" debate agalnst Reformism is to be very nearly L‘~~_L--
‘disregarded; *he concentration’ instead is to Beé on 1305 and 1910; the

?ersonal break with Jogi hes is to be seen as very political and-to be - ol

el ST

i

ffpfg:ion with Ma J,x___Difﬁerenux_z:_j_tydes_no Objec:ivity /.

TYess . — .
I Seneeend ST TN

Rcadings- Chapter 3 ("Marx's and Luxemburg's Theories of Accumulation of

"‘Cﬂp‘t ‘")fhsp* 'ﬂﬁ'pgact!on i1 ("Cag!:al, Fepecially 1875 Edition'f)I i
S 1 - £}

important to note that, “though thc entiré Chapter 3 is a confrontation .
"‘with Marx, I very deliberately jumped to Sectiom II of Chapter 1€ so that
Marx's greatest theoretic work would e seen only in the context of
a polemic, but seen as Marx wrote it €;§E§§§cructured jit. It is of the
‘essence that" this specific lecture be glven by someone who hag had ex-
perlenLe in"discussions of Capital. Under no cirdumstances should the one
reeponsible for this lecture be one who is. giving 0n1y a first react!on
to the content.

g

- -'——r M i ) ' i
! III__ConEronEhtion wtth Lenin on the National Queation- Three Differlng V{e?§/>

T e MR £

- Reaﬂihgs Chapte "F m the 'National Question' to the Dialectics of
Revolutlon") Cha l Section 1 (“Critique of the Gothan Program'),
Here,
again, the point 18'to get the views of Marx, unot only as seen in’'a pole-
wic, and one closer to our time, but gs Marx developed it in his time.

IV. Ant*-M%%%tariam, Revolution - German and Russian - and New Forceftj::>

——

Revoluttgn e T ‘ e
Readings. Chapter '%. {"War, Prison, Revolutions, 1914~ 1“19"). Chapter 6
("The Women's Liberation Movément =~ An Overview by way of Introductidn™);
and Chapter 9, Sections T and II (™A Preliminary Note on the Dialectic:
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_in Marx of the Early 1840s; in Luxemburg, 19023 in Lenin, 1914%, and
" “Prodietheus ‘Bound, 1841-1843."),

ey

o - . Gétting acqua'inted with Mary befdrg he
broke fuily with hourgeotis soclety is essential for grasping ‘the concept
of dtalectic as revolutionary in Hegel, and thoen tracing what 1t became

"'in'l'lafx. ' . e d

KV._ 'LU':&emﬁu;'g"Ta;‘Pﬁé-\'r;{utionary,' as Feminist; and Today's Women's Liberation };

El’_g__v_gmgnt e e e

%Readings: ' Intro'duétion; Chapééi;.;.7...(" Luxerburg as Revolutionsry, as Femin-
ist") | Chapter 8 ("The Task THat Remaips to be Done™); Chapter 9, Sec-
_ tion ITL ("Prometheus Unbound, 1844-1848"), - T
o e T e e " Please read Chepter 9, Section
Itfl hefore Chapter 8, beceuse it 'ls there we can fully grasp why it Is
..that we define Marxism ar a whole new contingat of theught and Tevolutio
=2 SRR YIRS Srdien] G %’%p x fi,,z}’u j’?ﬁ.;' 7 P

i S et AT ——————— e
. 0

- —

.[yI;iA‘De:;';-ad, ¢ of H}storic E:ra sfc_"r{,r_na_tri__t_:.r_':,__TFpg_lj{fiix1g {Et of Organization

Readings:- Chapter 10, ‘Section T (" Ecnno_rgig_c,'.:.-ﬂnl;'z,'ci:_q_ss", Struggles,

-~of 'Epochs of Socfal Revolution'?, 1857-1858");  Chapter 11, Section II

N "he.Theory. of-Permancnt Revoiution: from. 1843 to L88FAV: Afteryo¥d.to-

- 'Chapter 11, ‘Section II (“Trotsky's Theory of Permanent Revilutiodt)s = /'
G T e el LTI T In this
.. dngtence, ‘it {s important t6"',{n¢ﬁye'—ona thing. outside of the book -« the

-'0ietd, ' special bi-lingual pamphlst-gd on the: guestion of ‘historic transforma-.
tions, ‘because both the essay on Bolivia and on El Salvador relate to the
€.movement from practice that previously had referred to the ¥evolts
i3-and 'now ‘refers’ to Latia-América-beginningAn.-1952,,
.y ctr  Qatd 47 . ol b 75 72
View Erom thbk 1980g’ <A.4

. " 7Readirgst Section III of what is now Chapter 11 ("The Uknow _Ei?x‘:dlogical

. . Dotebooks, the Unread Drafts of Letter to Zasulitch, as well as Undigested .
- 1882 Preface to Russian Edition of the Communist Manifesto"), which will
"' 'Mow bécome the core of a niew Chapter 12, I I Nl

- . . P g b i -
! : o _ * It is of the essence,%cﬁe\"- ﬂ_ s
('fr maturity of Ma;%E great philosgophic discoveries In the last years of h}q / -

~Nfe-has”opencdfrany new points of departuxe, from the quest ion of Perma-
nent - Revelution/ o the relationship of organizaticn to spontanelty ané to
philosophy; from women's Iiberation to the question of what we now call
the "Third World"; and from new anthropulogical studies that in fact be-

’.‘come Aot just historic narrative but projection for future development.

—

" = _.,...\.."u". . EE— e a
I1T, Aryqvervieg‘\of the Entire Work, its Urgency for Today's Myriad Crises

If T have complated Chapter 12 by the time you reach this last session

of the series, that will serve as the ground for the overview of the

whole.  You can get a feeling of what that new chapter will be, however, .
from the Subheading I have chosen for the last section of that new chapter}fﬁi" .
" New Moments in Marx's 1880 Writings that Become Ground for the 1980s."

s
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PN Fdtidience is elready there and-demanding to be senngniy
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to that "Nota:ou the Dialectics '16@

Hosophy_and a5 Spontaniume—
: L 1 ovey. again, ofjWhat 1&%5&&52
"W B0 correctly stréssed Marx's.break with the concept of theory as hz moved from
8 debate with theoreticians to production relations at the point of production
and in the open political clags battles, we unfortunately gave the impregston that
there was no such battle of {deas with bourgeois thedreticians., = The truth, how-

. ever, 1s that there was and must contirue ;o be such a. battle. Mg idn't throx
out’' Vol. ‘ "4 which was not g_:_#_@fm-_/
S Y of the Tha 2% "He  CTanster to the end of his

1ifelong study, Capital. 1In so doing, he was anxious also to show that hourgeoin
theoreticians had been uneble.to cany{ﬂu‘ough‘dialeétically the logic of thelr
own positlons. If they tied, they would have discovered that the logic of their
theory that labor is the source of &1l volue, was that labor was also the souice
. of 211 unpaid hours of lubor, 1.e. surplus value, e | _ ot T Cfpare
P T o For-es.',j;ﬂ battle of ideas eé&-j
“Einués. - e ) . ) e
. {wo, Jthe new.in Leaderchip this year is that proje £ Marxist}
EHEf0.-dn-the:new: boglk, W gives a tota - : 4TS oun
olkhe new of .our age, in the conEext of llpouk-tiayx Marxiste? -
xepve-are talking Zbout the hnings of our theories -- state-capitalism,
:f@m't Marxist-Humsnist philosophy as it has been worked out in Merxism and
Lreedom and, Philosophy and Revolution e whethe® we are talking about the come
',,.i,t;gg:.fqgm of,orgqnizq;iqq..-the poin =811 times. is -that theory, a:_&prac 2
heor% is

| &re & gnity, Specifically, whAt .we -Nove to strass this year 1s ‘tha
- not separate from:practice. Ve bave, -unfortunateiy, all too often_stopped &

the . mit%;@_ LRAN ¥ r than’ Ehilnsoghzwanqv.orga.n!z_ggggpé‘hAn%L

it;,.xig.’?;ﬁ logophd thot 15 new, Eotally new, not the < ommittee-form of organis
L alf-\fcﬁ*%r_ﬁaﬁl ag that form ias to £1ight ivanguardi he™Ieadership dnd organi-
"‘,"vza;;i_én,‘*‘eg_agciellz'the latter, i3 Meader likewtse -in“Falpt nship to other ten-
N T A S Sl = . i -

5, dencies #nd organization Be;:ause‘.phllosophy is our’ contribution snd

.-

. .i.\answers: the urgency of - 458 aq;ua"',}%ggcré;tions. it is quIntéssanctal-to-
~Btudy the new book ‘in t,oailly'newjp' asgés.  Study again the session titles.

t 1s. not only ¢hapter 12 that has not -Fet teen written; it {s the final editing
n 8¢ creative a way that it actually requires all my time, and most of Olga's.

g }'yﬂ ';f‘{gs, she 1s coming back to the office, but not totally, ‘only ino art, and that
:’y not only because there i5' so much work still -to do on the:bock, from the biblio~

g_i-gphy"and_ -al] sorts of unseen tasks, hut because the orgenization itself demends
also a perspective from soméone who 1ig not in the office daily, :

, . The 'ahsnlum.my:?&rm for-the-Center-is.two full-time Marxist-Numanists,
specifically Mike and,Eugene,;:;eqponsible.for{,t,t'\e paper and the organization,

. road g B And
. PR N o »
of course, we need Diane fuli-time in the office; she will remain, also, &s sitter-

in at the RER meetings, St

It may not appear that part of the questlon of leadership relates to
what. Mikas will includ in his report on who moves where, when. But, in fact, the -
philosophic ground for it came from the’ book, and unless we recognize that every 7”
day of our lives, so to spezk, we wiil not achieve an audiepce for the book_. ih?t: W
S Acands it 2L

o Ao fh 7 r/) (li}lq:b /i /}ég( § pipa

f . A . Yout's, N /
Yyt 0 phen” s? Qb 2w " Raya ¥
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