February 20, 1981

Dear Friends:

- ‘Here, encloséd, are the xeroxed pages of #ppendix I of the Dona Torr:
edition of Capital’'-- the ‘changes Marx introduced into the French edition of
Msa work, as ‘thet Dona-Torr edition singled them out. Don't be confused by the

. Stotement that these are.the "Changes and Additions wmade by Engels in the &4th
German edition”;’in the maln,* he followed Marx's French edttion. '

: ‘These changes are cruclal, when singled out, to distinguish the 1872-75
edition from the 1867 . edition -- not only in themselves, but because they made
it possible to work out the rew age of state-capitalism,” That is te say, the
two major changes -« the one in "Fetishism of Commodities! on form; and the .
other in "Accumulation of Capital” where Marx writes (p. 822 in Dona Torr): “In
a given society the 1imit would not be reached until the moment when the emtira
social'cgpital wes unitéd in the liands either of a gingla capitalist or of a
single' capitaligt’ company” -- are the very ones that: ‘ <
S - o - (1) altowed m2 to teach
Cepital as Marx wrote 1€ (for which the Trotskyists began slandering me that I
was not teaching Carital but the theory of state-capital!ism) -
e T o o © 0 7 {2) were the basis for
. Chapter 7 on “The Humanism and Dialectis of Vol. I of Capital™ in Marxism and
Freédom; " oo S R Coe
SN S e T e - T(3) Wit ablow you -- if
you compare this Chapter 7 With Part V of M&F -- to work out -the dialectic methe. '
.. »dology of “relating. what -ig "abstract™ as ‘you deal with a'Merxien cateégory and.
- what “fs’conérete ‘a8 you begin to récréste it'for 1ts ‘significance €o your agé.

Lot

3 _Because T.was 'so pleased that the new Petléan translation of_Capital = -
"'hed ‘restored“Marx's’ pkilosophic langiagé, I had' limited'my eriticism of that.
-gdition’toithe sbsolutely terrihle 'Preface by Ernest Mandél <~ that'is, té the. -

total perversion of 'Marx that Mandel presented there. . ~ . .. - & - .

S BT e ‘I must ‘now include alimost’

‘a3 ‘'sharp a critiqué .of the trenslator, Ben Fowkes, whbné empiricism 1s so:'great-
that 1t almost amounti to a perversion. - If you will read his translator's o
preface (pp.-87-88), you will find that he defends Engels ‘for leaving out Marx's.
philosophic lunguage,.jnplu¢ing even the omission of whole sentences on. the sup:
posed ' ground that Engels, "was following his friend's example™ in making the ideas
"more accessible to'the reader” by using simpler langusge. -This is utterly
Fantastic., When Marx was led to simplify some of his possages --.referring to
the impatience of the French with theoretical discussions -~ it was hardly a
"popularization.” 4And anyone who has in the least studied the Franch edition
(and the trnslator must have, in order to be cble to translste it) and places
Engels' revisions on the ievel of Marx's changes in the French edition, should
have his head examined. That examination of an empiriclst's head would lead to
the discovery of what is a great deal more serlcus than Fowkes! attempt to justi~
fy Engels* “omisslons." For it turns out (p. 110, starred ftn.) that where
Fowkes explains why he hod not followed Marx, not only on the chapter numbers
(see Dona Torr's explenstion of the chenges in the enumeration on the first page
of the attached ¥eroxcd Appendix I) but, 'worst of all, on the question of -
separate parts, here 1s what Fowkes writcs:

"For reasons of canvenlence to
English readers, wé. have held-to-Engels' srvangement. We have also fol-
lowed. Engels in preSenting the chapters on 'So-called Primitive Accum:lation®
2s a separate Fart VIII, which is certalnly justifiable in view of its
special subject matter.”

*You, of course, know by now that Engels still left out Marx's very important
paragraph about the world market and the "new world" of Asia and Australia.

., #See frn, on p. 786 Pelican edition.)
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_ Think of it., Hare is Marx -- who has alrerdy shown that the three

' separate:chapters-in Part IT, -"The Trensformation of Money into Capital" should
actually .be censidered just one chaptér with the title of the .Part -- after which
he-decides: on nothing short of subsrdinating the whole, of Part VIII, "The  ‘So-
Called Primitive Accumulation of Capital®, as a mere chanter under Part VII,"The
Process of Accumulation of Capital,™ (And here, Dong Torr likewise remains at
merely citing the enumeratfon of chapters' comprised into one, without citing that
this means that -an entire: Part will no longer remain a_separate part.)

R * .

1 Now reread that pragmatic explanation that Engels was absolutely right
in tetting that vemain as a sepoarate Part, since it "is-certainly justifiable in
view of:-1ts specisal subject matter.”, You couldn't ccunt how many debates have
bean loat: --"indeed, I could say how many heads of theoreticians have been choppgd
¢ff .- over, the question of whét is genuine capitalistic accumilation of capltal,
and wvhat .is only béckward,'non-bapttallsfjc,‘ﬁflmitiﬁéi_gg:gg}le { accumulation,

Poor Rosa:-Luxemburg had.led herseif comp!ete{y astrey by insisting that Marx _
had .not really worked out ‘imperialism;. primitive accumulation of capital, since . .
he had considered {t something capitalist  accurulation had. lang since ovtgrowm, - -~ -
). And here we see that Marx -put it directly, integrally, as pert of the process of -
”{capitalégggpmqlé;ione-"—,L{f;.‘. Ve = L ' : :

'
- IR Tt . .
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o 3?r-ﬁ§¢Aﬁ“lM:thﬂQf}-Lﬁt,me tell you chat Marx originelly thought  he would-
0ot .include :that Bart VIL fu-Vol. I, but that he would instead end -simbly with. a
‘sumnation "chapter zix. . (uach .Pare was called.a Chapter then), which would be.. .. .
. called.!"Reconveraion of . Surplus Value.into Capitgl.". Now look . at the néw fdme:, ' -
" "The,'Process of the!Accumilation of Copital.” Please algo noteé Marx's expréssion,
50-Called. ! In ‘a.word, Marx.certainly didn't mean .that that's what it was; but
._hn:;thiSaié what.wou g conéinuEEHith;cppltalism_evermore;,_:pnpig;“dequ39§§,‘
"4t became Ampertalism Qﬂfving.UP?AfTiCQ;HASiQ..LéLinfﬂmeFicﬂ,-Fhewhjdélengst;J .
and, if-we are to follow Mari, slso.Austraslia. . -&ndij:Auséraliatwaa,s:ill(;hen-.
“consideradie colony, think.of what & man Yarx was, when, in his Ethnological MNote-
books;:hgyrefers'to;thé:Britishiimperialists‘as Yasses", ;whereas the Australign‘_‘
aborigine that:the-great: scholar was interviewing and conalderjngpackwa:d beccuse
he-eouldn!t@undgrstﬂnd'Christidnity,.waa-:ofﬁarx;"the‘intelligeng-ﬂlqck."

.
[EXTE R A v

<ot Lo Have n,gféaﬁ'time stud§tﬁg?this‘Apbendix;.and rémember that "a_gfeét
time" for Hegelian Marxists means an awful lot. of Jabor, patience and suffering
of the megative. . _ . - o . . ‘ e :

Yours,

Raya
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