15219

- RER 2/3/80

' Raya coancluded by saying that she would limit horself to thrae points. One
le the objective situntion. It is immorative that wo do evorything to stop Carter's
drive to war end not only in activitios but in tho battlo of ideas with all other
tendencies so that Marxist-Humanism, stands out clearly as something quite unique,

ideologically end organizationally.
‘ Two is the transformation of N&L, and itz ox-

ransion to a 12 pagowr. While thoe roason behind “the jumiping of the gun on the cone
vention is duo to the many now responsidilitics and tasks that would flow from it
for N&L Gommittoes, that is to say, the need to practice theory, so that the deci
gion at tho Convention will be tesod on eolid achlevments in these seven months,
tharc is aleo no doubt that the objective situation and ‘the need to iafluenco that
objective situation makos it, at one and the same ‘4imeo,, more urgent and even more
nacessary to stross indispensablility of dialoctical rhilosophy. It's not only the
diffaronce botween Corregpondance which 1iterally dumped all respunsibtility :onto
tho shoulders of the maenes in mouting the Opld Uz», and News & Lobbore whish ;-
- started -both with 2 Blrck rroduction worker as BEditor and With making its vory finst
-pamphlot £ zerrcduction..of Lenin's Philososhilc Nobobooks in Briglish aud the oxe-
- change of lotters on the Absoluto Idoa, I* is also tho way tho preaont book on RL.
-and Marx's Philosophy of Rovolution informs tho activity, not bocause we erc any
. sort -of "Iuxemburgists", but bocauso Dialoctics helps.answer hew, thilosophically
. - 80d not only politically -~ and doing so not only on tho National Question and
- ~Accumilation of Capital, with which wo disegrco, but.doing so evon #hen sho is wholw
T, o1y coxvects vand,. always, lot us nover forgot sho was ono of tho gruatest rovolus -
¢ tionavlos, Novertheloss, we show that even whero she was correct, she vas not
=i . deeply énough rooted philosophically. For oxamplo, wo contrast what appeared as
. ddop philosnphic rooting when sho rojected Borhstoln's demand for romoval of tho _
© o ddalectic seaflolding with what she did when eho disagrocd with Marx on the Accumu-
lation of Capital, ard reducod nothodology to “rococco" stylo., Put differently,
nad tho Marxists considerod Merxism as & new continent of thought instead of just
"founder”, groat aconomist-matorialist, and oven groat rovolutionary, as if thai -
could be separated from his now continent of thought, RL sould not have thought it
- was sufficiont to contrast what was new'in the pericd she lived, with the poriod in
which Marx was alivo, It isn't that Marx can't make mistakes, and it isn't that
you as a Marxiat can't criticize and bring out what is new: indoed, that is the
task for your age. It is thut you must dig into tho mothodology which made him
noither right or wrong, and loarn from it. Lixonburg did no such thing, any.more
than did the so-enlled orthodox “hoirs", We must undorstand how unique we are,
that while it's truo that without Lenin, especinlly aftor his philosophic reovgani-
zation, we wovld have np solid ground, tut we alono soce in Marz'a-new continant of
thought and try to dofine owr tasks accordingly. .

: . : Lel mo give you ono oxemple, as
to how tho book can bo misunderstood, or at lcast not fully approciated, and not -
only by tho outside, but by ourselvas, by citing my intorviow with the Iialian ro-
wrtor, After I praisecd Luxonburg’s views on spontanoity, writings on 1505, and
proecicnce about imperialism and tho oprortunist charactor of Kautsky, he asked
how close we are to Luxemburg, My answer was that we are not Luxenburgists, far
from it. One word can sum it up and yot toll you nothing unloss you do appreciaté
the depth as well as sclf-development in dialoctics. But if you do, then that one
word, dialocties, is why wo arc not Mxemburgists, whothor wo take up the question
of Women's Liberation, or the National uestion, or Accumulation of Capital, Paop-
le have forgotten that the battle of idons invelves not only labor and capitul,
which are absolutely irreconcilatle, but the battle of tondencios, and that battle
of idens within the moveront is whon you first must aprreciato SELP-DEVELOPMENT OF
IDEA or you cannot understand, much loss come to be the SELF-BRINGING FORTH COF

LIBERTY.
What I have been speaking about in the last paragraph is actually the third
point: the book. And it is in relationship to what the book is about s and that first
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chapter which that jowrmalist wag inspiredrenough to waﬁt to translsta and sae if

- ho could -convince nis publizhor to rublish oxeerpts, that the whole subject -

‘moved fron question of intorviow on the chapter and 1905 to Whet is Marxist-Human-
ism? and hie desire to got tha Arehives., I was mluso asked in New York (I baliave
it was fay) to explain the oxgression "And yet, and yot, and yot." On ihe one

. hend, it is, of course, very deranding and seeningly overbold when wo soy that

-+tho took ifself,. .

6ven &n Engels, even a Dixemburg -- indeed, very nearly all Marxists exceyt Marx --
had meached a tuming point they could not transcond, And it is wrong for com=-
rados to think that I have to 131l them (as if I know) how tha book would end,

hat n't Imow the general, diveciion, And it ian*t that both the

. ‘ 7 i _
sophy and rovolution to thilosorhy of rovolution, 't iz that knowing"in generel®
in not Jmiowing in the concrste, and T am. & dinlectioclan who practicos the fact that
you eaunot know boefore you know, that it must come ot of the whole moviment of

.. . uhat the bock doos is compell us to go-back to moathodology _a_tig
. traoce se].f-dcvolommti_l_:_o’*..h from bolow and frem philosophy. Ihdt is to:

,fs_a.y‘,. thoe movement from practico and tho movemont from theory are no abstractions,

:But ‘wnless thoy: arc united, e havo not soasured up.to the challeuge of the age,
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" 'Absolute Idea as Fow Beglnning 4s cur point of deperturs whothor wo talk of the :

book or we talic of resistanco to Cartorls didve Tow War. . The new beginnings. pmo-

.-Jectod ‘today dn o trannformation of tho paper and in the announcement about the

““chapters of the book which w111 bo availabie to all by tenvention-tine, and in

.. . tho activitios projooted, (not only ag +o Youth and Black itut for each one of us), '
© Will bo the test at the Convention, . . ‘
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