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ADDITIONS TO THE SYLYABUS FOR THI PHITOSOPHY AND REVOLUTION CLASSES

" The replacement of an "and" by two prepositiong — "from" and "to! — in
ths title of the Jast talk in cur series of classes in Fhilosophy and Revolu":l.on, .

whd.ch iB now to read: FROM DIATFUTIO METEODOIOGY TO THE DIALECTICS (F I:IBERA;ICE\I v
slmmr.l.zes snd pinpoints what hag deve..opsd from 'ths clasgocs, Thus, in the first
tedk ~- "Why Hegel? W.':w How? And 20th Centuxy New FPapsions and New Forcesg" --=

- we added to the required rvading,at one and the pame time, the essay an Absolute
Negativity as New Beginning from the NEW ESSAYS pawphiet, and Frantz Fanon's .
‘THE WHETCHED OF THE EARTH, This focused not only on the faoi that we were com-
bining Chapter 1 end Chapter 9, but the motiwvation for that combination ~ 1ts
eancretipation to the point where we no longer had tu fear that readers would

‘ si:ip Chapter 1 and run to the present poment without ever grappling with dislec-
tic metkodology, Everything thereby moved directly from Hegelis vevolution - du
ph_losophy to ¥arx!s philosopm' of revolution. Ihe present ag the uest and the

- "preof” wae varricd to the sngzested rea.diags 85 ws_l by .edding our pemphlet on
'FRANTZ PANON, SOWETO AND AMERICAN BIACK THOUGH?,

v . More important was ‘the need shosm, .in Tecturs two on "Merx!s Fhilosophy
of Revolu‘himi", for not aeparating PHILOSOPHY AND REVOIUTION from MARXISM AMD
FREFDOM, By adding te the xequired reading Chapters 3,and 5 through 8,from

" MARYISM AND FEEEDOM, history became not only the way 1t affected Marx!s re-
structuring of CAPITAL, but what happened objectively, from the Civil War in .
the U.S8. to the Paris Commme, Moveovar, we moved GRUNDRIBSZ into the required
reading so that we hed the opportunity to bring ir the Orient without needing to
walt for ths 20th sentury revolutions to appreciate Marx's new continent of
thought as well as revolution. . To the suggested readings we added ccnsidersble
emphasis on the Americen roots of Marxism: AMERICATS PIRST URERISYSHED HEVOLU-
TICH as well as the pamphlet on THE FIRSY GENERAL STRIKE IN THE U,.S5. On the
other hand, I didn't wish to lsave the contemporary scene only for Part IIT, and
therefore suggested we add the eritique of Ernest Mandel %‘he pamnphlet on
MARX'S CAPITAL AND TODAY'S GTOBAYL CRISIS, as well as ny "Iwo Worlds" colum om
Roman Hosdolsky. Also added was the special Jan-Feb 1979 issue of WEWS &.LETTERS,
wlth my critique of Engels.

The third lecture on "Dialectics of the Coacrete vs, False Altermatives!
tock nearly two hours — and believe me, I left out much that I haed intended o
talk about before I felt the 't::i.me1 ﬂy’lng.a Of course 1t covered a great deal
of ground, but there was po other way to comprise the whole book ints four talks,
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In any ¢ase; we algo had to.add to the required reading: firat and irperativoe,
UNIN'S BRIZOSORIIC NOTEBOOKS (Vol, 38 Collected Works)’; socondly, Gremseils
PRISON NOTEBOGKS, espocially the articles on Malostics and the Critigue of
Bukharing angd thirdly, Rosa Luxemburg's GENERAT STRTKE,*

4180 added to +the rendings was Hegel's smalier JOGIC. Besides the constant
references to the Second and mhirg Attitudes to Objeotivity which yeu will hear
en the tapes, caustantly related to Teon Trotely and Mao, T felt it inmperative
to eall attention 4o Ieninlsg Teading cf the SCIENCE oy I0GIC. Two points epw
beolally were important to emphasiget the point wheve Lenin finds Hogel reaching
the Atsolute Tdge w (Johnson and Struthors translation, Vol.II, p. 465)
" not, ‘however, merely as objective world without the subjectivity of the Notion,';

tut as ob.'jgctive"-world whose inner ground and sctusl peraistence is the Notion"; .
end’ (Vol. I1; p, 477) the polnt where Tenin, in developing ut length that faal

: .ohai:tgf;o.f Hegel's work, sces "contradictory terms.are held apart «.4 and thus

L ‘“dome before nomseiousmoss without mutngl contact,"” and deserdbes the latter

‘as "the essence of the anti~dlalectic,! T pelt strongly that this ie, indeca,

the essence of the anti-dlalectic and coyerg not only Trotucy, end Meo, but all
Altemetives of today whom Tenin ntlcipeted as he concluded that he hag no one

t0 leave bin mantle +o and had to write the will as he did,

Finally we coite to what I began with — the final telks For the first
“ime; in a talk a4 a Lmiversity which, though under ¥ You_t—h sponsorship,was
nevertheless not totally ours, I introduced the organizaticnal question, th
only that, it was introduded as the third and conclusive roint as "fhe Conoreti~
zation of the Absolute Tdea", saying that instead of ending, as usual, with the
two final pavugraphs or PHILOSORIY AND HEVOIUTION, I wanted those two paragraghs
to bocome the task not that "remnins to be dene” but that we would begin dning,
And we had begn doing it in 1953 with the Letters on the Abgolute Iden, oxpresged
it in organizational form in 1955 with News and Ietterg Committoes, end 1t was
time te stop keeping it as our organizational Mgeoret", Rather, just aé Lenin
bad consretized the Paris Commme as "ALY power to the Soviets" in 1917, we
bad better continue with the "Self-bringing Forth of Liberty" we had been doing
the past guarter century, If we arve serious ebout the undty of theory end prac-
tice ag totality, then that totality camot execlude collectivity ag Naj, Cozmitive
form where all viork out thoe dialectiec as the theoretical preparation for the

Amezdoan Hewolution,
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Pirally, on thu Syllabus iteelf, whore Suggested Readings include Herbert
Marcusa's Reasen and Révolution, Fleawe change what is in the parentheses to read:
(the 1941 edition end Preface to the 196G edltion contrasted) ~— and add our NEL
Dulletin oh "The Nevmess of Our Fhilosophic-Historie Contribution", originally
published in 1969, That is where I first gtressed our originality'as ventsring
on those wiords "as new beginning" and it eortainly should be part of this class,

Becauvse I belleve our comrsdes should Xmow that this 1z the way these
iectures end, I'm sending this out now and asking you %o attach it to your

Syllabua,
RAYA
Moy 1-2, 1979 a

Notes: . oL
1) "Besides LABGR as “summation" for All the categories of Narx, I include time,-
sinde I beliove the absclute opposite, that really tells Yyba% Marxist-Humenism le,
" 1s Yo contrast Marx's analysis of labor-time as that horrar of the factory clock
that po'unds you dnto an abstraction, against Marx's definition of "time is apace
_for human self-development," ’ :

2) I wish someone would volunteer to type from the tapes, what I snid in these
Tour lectures for which T have no notes — provided only a single copy 1s made
and that one is only for me, so that I cen edit and at some time in the Futnro
have the four tells as e bulletin, * -

3) We should show that it is not the whole of Vol, 38 which the Stalinists most
deliberately tricd +to pretend is a "eontinuity" of Lenin, whereus the Fhilosophie
Notebooks (the Abxtrot of Hegel's Seience of Togic) and the work he did in 1514-
1915 43 a breock with his own philosophie past. .

4) I just decided to ook into Peul. Frolich's ROSL LUXEMBURG as it was published -
by Monthly Revicw Press and to my surprisc found MARXISH AND FREEDOM lieted. That
set me ¢ff to thinking that perhaps we should really mlse include the talk on
Rosa Iuxemburg I gave on International Fomen's Day. It eertainly is great that a
bock on Resa Luxemburg lists ¥&F and that a book of lutters is coming out that
I will have adviscé rcaders to study. : 15 1-?0




