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January 25, 1979

%_r Commado lawrenco,
‘ : - Ho keoy arosaing in the mail., Yowss dated Dee,

Jan, 18, wrens that, oan definite
neflciont siate of the st office, I
paths must have croased somerhara,
have bosn 4in Waterlon, Catario, on Lhe 106th anvivarsary of
Lenin's birth and 200th amivaersary of Hegel’s, whea I spoke
on the philosophiic anbivalence of Lenin 4o the Tslos conferanice;
I Lhought you wers teaching there ther, But the preceni lebten
made me think of souething far, far dack:s 1947, Wag 1t ther
thet you were reforring to you and Korsch trylng to get an
sudienca? Unfortunetely I have a-very sour memory cf one evant,
It is true that I "loved" sone Gexman refugeos, ani indaed evar
since my 1944 ariiele mn the Stalinduts' perversion of Haxx's

" law of value, which I both analyzed and sharply orits

* the Anerican Economin g _ i
nadn overtures to ne. '

“her group on stato e
evening,

and hex slanders, le: ‘che: cught that I
would aot thet way Just bacauas I disagroed with Inxenburz's

~ Acoumulation of Grdtal.  In any case, nlease toll pa Kagpd
Korsuh wnun"t one of them, I will leave the whole questicn
of Korsch, the Frankfiret School, and Adornots Lyre of negative
giiig.lactios. and Marcuse's constant changes of line for another
t [ . - . ' :

what doos
that I simply eann
be s0 vnsericus

2 stidy of Hegel after P
the outimeak of WWI, they continue to attaock Lenin as the auther /!
of Matorialism and Eodrico-Critiols;s.,  Fanuohiioek alvays waa the
sclentist rather than the philosorher. But that isn't true of
Koraoch and he dellinitely knew the lettor

] - Korache= hud written their
inmportart works on philosophy., And it iy finadly ako truo that
Deborin attacked Korsch 81d Lukaos "in the name of Lonin" ualing

its and pleces of the Hotebboks writhout publishing the whola

until the early 19304, They weve finally putdished, and ag 1ato
858 1947, when I Pirst translated then into Pglish, I was offor-
ing them for not ts and to Columbin Unie
versity, getting reople were interested
only in leria®s politics and not his. rhilosophy, and that anyway
they were just "seribbles, Bui again, hew can reesibly someons
as serlous as Kowsch in philesophy Leep disroparding then at the
samo time as acting as if Haotorialism and Bnpirio«~Criticion were
the last word,.5
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So far as I'm concerncd, It ende to ba not only tho Great
Mvide in me Lerin, tut in tho whole Marxist movement, and
movecver it i4 impossdble to disregard 1t if one serlcusly
faces the dialectios for our Bge. For a Luktacs to ast as if
the only diffarenco hetween his work and Lenin‘e Notelooks
1g the queation of dato (and on which, incldently, ho's alse
wrong, since, whils they wexou't known, Lemin had done his
work 3i 192 and Iulacs in 1919-22) means that we'ro otiil,
not Just opportunlsts 1ikelhe, bt thoroughly anl peenly ine
terlactualiscio in the worsi sense of tho «oxd. Fron tho
cther end ~ tho oonservative Hogel goaeity ¢f Alierica ~
we neo an.Anterest wwely scadaslc wab 1970, with thene fmo
gnriversaries ochclding, ard with the fact thet Yamen?s (dbern~

Tdee, vhoe: tima had oones they evidenlly theughty
they qould kill toree birds with ono stone W having ms come and
talk on Higel'e Absolute Idoa. Netually I had 107 follow the
taxt™ nost meti_culously._;nmp.aph by paregmsh, And singe 1t
‘s%111 will not be published until aometime ati thie year, I
give you my cOPYe Lot's discuss Lt. :

. :Bo you're going averyshere Wb UZA?  The intelleciuvsls nay
be good for nothing, but I suze have found. some magnificent
workers and, in fuct, I've beon working with-them foy over a

_quarter of & ceotary. S0 let me at least say one ‘maye thing

“about some Kaupfgencsce anc’.-i.gg_:'%oxomkecqa, and in this cues in=
slude one complémeitary thing A % the Trotokyista. whew WHII -
broke out, tho Gexman comrades ; ae Toasons for ocolabo~
mting "in thelr om yay" with the slate Depac erit ‘and vith whet. -

beckne thy CIA, to "fight fescieng” tho Thutakyiste wemb o 3&11‘ T
for opposing U3 inmporialismy the ARerican woriers ware doing
~thing from wildeatiing in the mines to slow-doyms in the auto shopdy
and divectly efber the wax, hail a genersl strike, Wha were the ] I
backwaxd cnes? Ay

, He will really have to £ind some "neutxal ground" to got - i
togathar ong ficmevhere . in the note~toordistant future, vhern e
each of us has progreseal mercln the work at hend, and I'n B

alweys as slow a8 mblaases In Janmary.
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Hprith 29,1979

and the Yorld Booncmy*, |
tuwrmlly when Tou wréte
NS becsuse
s I declded that you aust
gorvinoce you in a istier

i

?

g

o

-

. . or 4q E& !
& to &yo, !

|

‘ |
i

j

wthars you mention

;lnvifgd
Revelution
hibg‘:emu:a of ‘botlt:h
. aver sinocs ough
“Hestern culture" or keel': %0

APe you in Barcelons, cr Milane 8t1l1? X am not mure I ubderstand what you
near when you say I did not nrovide "bibtliogmarhic dgta on Lenin'a grappling with
g:ugel's 06 O Ai‘t:w: sett&:g ne%theu: c?h?ﬁ“ Univeraity nor the

tekyis S8 oy treasiation of Lanin's towet, I, in 1957, appended
sctian ou “Lenli and the Diadsotios A Kind in Aotion”,
and the Dialectic of History." By the tine
Hegek's majorvoris

It you can definite
your adventures in Spain & Ital :
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