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Rough transcript of Howbotham letter {L/¥
R ] r\ !

Please forgive my long delay in replying. I get con-
pletely overwhelmed with my letters and tend to do all the
routine ones first. . -

I had intenéed.t5 enclose Something I've written which
originated as a talk ahout someiﬁmplications I believe have
been ignored by the Left in Britainj'ﬁhich partly arige from’
-tﬁépﬁgﬁéﬁ‘1”55§eﬁénﬁ;“pértly from the longer afforts to work
outtﬁg&s of organié?ﬁé‘?hich avoid the tendency to centralism
within democratic centralism. Dut it has to b2 dunlicated.
~I*1ll send it to you when it's donéiEIt{s also got an account

. of the personal-effect changes in Is{gyﬁ?had on me.Eiphink
the question\6?{2§g§g;gﬂgiég?has always had a great atmos-
rphere of g-,u'ﬁrjgrity around it for me, which I find very dauating.
I think thé&ibotggx;ggmggpqu\& SWP -here have contributed
‘té'that--_as ;f—thé answers were already known and deviation
frém them mesnt you fell down some terrible abys§ifThis MEkes
1t impossible fep people to trust their own eXxperience--
in fact it encourages people to deny it. Anncyingly in saying
ﬁhis”they always accuse you of baing dismissive &f theory--
by which they meam what théy think. '
. VT was very interested in what ycu said abdut Tony Cliff-
(1 tﬁ?ﬁk he perhaps finds it hard to relate to women as peonple
with theoryl;jl really don't know him though I know Honey
and his dauéhter Ilana.tﬁggy close i'riends of mine were in
I5/3WP tut most have ieft-- or they've changed. I fggl/ﬁﬁééﬁﬁ?),
: It's felt as if from 1974-75 they wepe

QEEE?Qg%E?he.Anti-Nazi league "has hud a big national impact
and pgot 800G publicity and foetvallers and TV personalities
suppoet itiﬁéﬁ?ythe actual relationship of ewe SWP to

ers remains unyorked out and there
is a lot of {arrogance and self-righteousness around the

membership's attitude. The posiEI;Etéspgéﬁ is thefr great
stress on ectivity and going outwards towmmt working class

DEOple s TBUt-there s trouble teo because the real problems
of a niddle class fi;?p changing its class basis have not

people who are nor:menb
bt

v been deeply. examined fﬁéir dismissal of théary”haS'becomenﬁ
é;gismissal ofrthinkinngger rew areas. /TLGVU‘. (1449-ﬁf!]i,
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fwg“ .
.\E‘f““‘*ég:has béen less vectarian in relation to the left and
the women's movement but has a different arrogance which
is diSElbbch of local activity and everyday experience.
t@ have at the otner extreme Althusserizn structuralists.’
They are a rPal pain and are a presence in the women's move-
‘ivment (mainly in London) ‘

t L have friends who know your work and nave been ilnflu-
enced by it: I have read Harxism and Freedom some years agn
and hope now to read more: I hope your waprk on Rosa Lux-
emburg is going well. I will write back if you have the time
to reply, bub thers will be long pauses. I heve a %g_ggnth

'old sen called Will and on l‘ one room IGP him and me which
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Love, 3heila

——— et e
e
I3




