| \cs"_m . June 12, 1978
Dear Sybilie, | |
. Michael Flug®s report to me of your activities nnd writines

‘.exciiéd me, not only becanse I wag naturally most pleased that you ‘
h@d‘broken‘yith Trotskyism in the analysis of Russia 2nd Fast ﬁurope,
but hecaume the three areas of concentration that you'ra imersed in
are the very ones that I am working on. - It ic true that it ig

long since I dug deeply into the question o7 the role of trade

uniong in & worlkers® étate{ but from the very start of my analysisg

of Russia an a stote~capitalist soclety, it was not Russia but the
role of labor at the point of production that led ma bocth to philo~
sophy and women's liheration. What I mean {s that 1 began to{kon—
érej;ze, ar try te de so, what 2xactly were the forces of libk}aﬁion
in'agy histovic period, especially our ewn. And becausz in ﬁ'u U.s.
fthergiyas thls flow of labor from South +o North; which incr%dédveam

| I'pocially Black women in factories in tha North being the most pili-

"ﬂftﬁh{-qflull. 1 began my fights within the Trotskyist movement b 2

'5g§y gglé,fbr-womén,rshouting rost against the very word-“rolp{j?nd;._

e
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" using’ instead Subject, | (]

i _ Two decndes later (or is it three?) it ic still women®s Libergs
" tiong But not as attacks only on male chauvinigm, but_aﬂqcrilfﬁie ef
.'fﬂ#hsgﬁCméh theorists/of our day disregarding Roza Luxemburg bpcabse’
. ghe didnit'writa very much on the "woman question."# 1In the{ cess,
~of beginning the work on Roge' Luxemburg, I realized that the 1 st .
" erucial ﬁeriod in her 1ife~-1910-1914~-wag actually the periog she was
moet original and really:superior to all other revolutioharié§}1inclu~
ding Lenin, Thet Ss to éay. she broke with Kaupsky way ahead the .
-outbreak of World War I when it was all too easy to see his reformism
and betrayal, She senscd the moot corrupting event of all--imperial-
ism=-even though her “solution" 1 thorouchly disagree with, that ig to
5RY, i'thoroughly disagree with her analysis of the accumulation of
capital. And both in her anti-imperialist work and theoretic work on -
accumulation of capital, she had to contend with not only reformists as
enemiés, but the male chauvinism which also characterized revolution
aries. and the fact that she nhever sald a word on that subject doesn't
mean that she wasn't both aware of it and had %o frame her argument in
a way that wouldn’t bring that aspect o predominate over the revolution-
ary purpogs,

By now, my workhds expanded far beyond both thesae critical
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tsubjeéte—-ﬂosa Luxemburg in her cwn ripht, and today's women's
1lveration movemanty~ It is thist nothing shoit of Marx's theory
of revclutlon cen really dip oo deep into the varinus revelutions
since, ag eomrared to the 1871 Civi)l War in France, as not only
._tc be ralevant for our age, but to be indispensibhle for the theo-
retic preporation for revolution,

19t ne give you just one oxample of what I'm tbiﬁ?irb of.

Take the 1905 Hevolution. and sce what each of the threa great Tavo~

lutionavien active in Ite~Lenin, Trotsky, Luxenhurg—-sing;ed out

‘ag the groatast event, Rosa Luxemburg singled out tra genargl gtrikes
“andfuha distingulsred her doing =0 1s that it wee not juut

event that happened and want, but something that she tried ?/\apply N

to Garmanp and thet pe*eisted with her in 1910, 914, 101?.UZhy 1919, .

Ltnln Binpled out democratic distatorenzp of the pnoletariat and S

peasan%ry, and "“otsky. pereanent

saundad greaﬁest of 211 but whi oh

huve d@veloppd beyond what it was in 1905,

In any caaa. I was wonderinp whather (l) Jou coul d pcssibly
aenﬂ me hhat you had done on Roas Luxemburg for the radic p Fam;
(2) Do you know of any of her writings on the woman quastioq %her ,
than the 1912 talk on women's suffrage? And (3) would ycu hh ip
terastad either in doing some research in the same period I work-
ing ony or mny translation of eome of the srticles that are un~
evailable to me here? 0N

Do let mé hear from you; I wouldn't want this %o B dTy UDe..

S

Yours,

* 1 don't know why I thought of the irade union questicn again

just when I mentioned the "woman question," but since [ did, I do
vant you to know that I have quite a bit of material which hasn't
“been published., lror exampls, an original piece of the Russian
study ¢alled "laber and Socliety” which I wrote in 1943 had to be
excluded for space and im just available on microfilanow from the
documents I doposlited et Wayne State University. Also, I remember
copying all the Trade Union Coneress' resoiutions from some Russian
work; gosh, I don't remember what it was, but I could find it for

you if you wanted it. 15084




