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- -but could you find out whather & special section on the women®s role

---whe wes.busy tranglating Lissagary®s work, were certeinly aware, .

- | Oct,18,1977%
Daar Thsrages

: : &
' o vay 1 enregse in a philosophical-higtoricalvon he. questicr
vf vomen’s Iiberation with you?'! The idea for it began Rot only on the
baeis of your preat presence here at our conference, but becausz a
timple question’I was going to ask about Edith Themac {an awfully
Abzlophobs neme for a French vwonan suthor of that great event of
Paris Commune with apac of French resistance movament of owur age,
called Zhe komen Incendiaries). Though the work is certainly the first ;
&ver on the role of French revolutioneries of the i9th century, I do
believs she may be a Communist (Stalinist I megn), though sho sticks
Biricily 4o the eventa of 1871, and it wag aapscially great to heazr
of Harx at a period vhen ell other YNew Infiu® wers 85 busy on "male
chauviniem® axposes that they could think no further theoratically
than 10 rid curselves not just of male domination but of the libsratior
theorics that were the products of tiarx, Lenin, etc, In any cace,
" though I otill would like to Xrow from you what you know or c¢an find
out dn Paxie of Edith Thomas®s backgreuna and rresent ideas, many
. other questions crowded in. .

.. . ... For ezemple, in 1968 I heard that the Yaripian would

. finally pudlish a truly total view of 1371, and not just by the

-01d Left that alwaye apyreciated that firet workers' state, but
finally academie too., I assume it has appearsd end is too_expensive,

==and net only Loulse Michol who wes the tops both in bravery and
postry and inteliect~-is in it, in most concrete terms wlth names,
deeds, writlngs? On that same event, Marx and his davghter, ‘Eleanor

indeed related 1o the core.of the P.C.,women esp, since it is they
who heade2 the I'irst internaticnal French secticn that saw more in
comnion with Merx then thet abhorrent male chauvinist, the most
famous Proudhon. Yet, how is that statement I have alweys grounded
myself in, when Narx summed up the greateant achlevenent of the pFaris
Commune as "its own working existence” did not egpell out women's
role though they obvionsly were a core of that very "working
existence"? What was avallable in Marx®s day? Did any then think
of themselves theoretically, whether as originals or "followers" of
Marx?

#)

: 3 Now when it comes to our uge and Women's ILiberation
as 20th c. thinks of it ==in a total way as waell as Woman as Remson--
how ip it that Simone de Beauvoir who was "discovered® a decade
after she wrote Second Sex(which expressed a good many truly
sexist remarks, though the open discussion of sexuality was so
attacked, first, and embraced iater) was go fay removed from any

- Movement  that she actually wrote of Rosa Luzemburg®s being a
theoretiiian as If it were all due to the fact that, being "upgly",
she waa let be by men? Actually, th the early 19508 when that
work flret came out in US was, with Black working women I talked
to and read to, opposition to de Beauvoir wag very sharp because .
they felt that just speaking against male domination and exploitation
and "therufors” they nseed to free us wes oxactly llke "white man’s
burden” thrust at them in the Black. Naturally they lnsisted <
no onhe ever gave you freedom; only ghose who fought for it could T
£9% its-Self-Emancipaticn, moreover, was not gn individuval matter '
only, or artist's, or the usual cultural arrogance of the

intellipentuia, ¥rench esprcially, but a social, revoluticonary task
and vision, .

y 'W&?xawﬁ;%

- In France, on the other hand, post Ww 1I French women
got even such simple matters as voting, not via Left, but people
like De Gaulle, I remember actually being told that French women
wore 8o congervative and so Catholic, that if the vote was given
to them, they would all vote for bourgeoisie, etc.,etc,




.-2.

The cultural arropgarico is shown not only in Exietentialiaem, but
French women carssrigts whe are now cotting high, wall, fairly h
government positlons with d'Pataing, must te effocting the small
ravolutlonary gioups of Women Liberationiuets for I hear nsither
nf tyfa like wa have in the US, nor the BRsE movements in Italy,
¥t iz The state of Women*n Liberation in Frauce now? 1Is any

© ginglu aroup raluing the theoretloal questionn? Doec any single

 group or individuals you new see historic relations to
Poris Cozmune? or philossphle rolations to Hegel? :

. One of the paople that I will wish you to visgit or
£ind out abgut fu the Hegel 8Study Research Center by one Jazque
d'Hodt, auther of v worl, "Prom Hegel to Muux®, which is certrinly
far superisl to the Hegalians in the US who ars almost all
eangervatives, In eny case, about a {ear or two ago I sant him
ay Philogeph | Revolutiion  ae wall as my talk to the Hegel
Soriet oX America on Hegel® Abaolute Idea that I later included
in New Rassvs, -Ho kad gont me a very friendly letter and thanks,

- but thsn the correspondence sto peds, and naturaily I never ralsed

- any question of Womsn's Liberation since Hegel hinmgolf wan not
exactly & model on the guestion, In any cusa, though that is not
tne question I am interected regarding d'Hodt, I am interested in
knowing rore about him before I write mgain., cCan you find cut?

Do - 4180, who the hell is that horrid Stalinist bourgeols
- political sconomist whe attacked MARXISH & FREEICM in Le Nonds and
"~ %hen refucsd 1o mblish my- rebuttal? \ o :

T N P UV R e T i Yo, B 7Y, P L . v

© . What ie rew with you mince your retwen home? WYhen,
exactly, will you be 1in Los Angeles? For how long? Naturally
you will see Bessaie and Eugene~and by than we may aleo know more
about next Spring and when Milke will €at there end what you could
do before his arrival?

It wae a pleesure to meaat you all grown up, and I'm .
I 4i¢ not get more of & chance to tallk with you personally
melso sure you know what conferencas are and thus undergtand,

Warreet groetings to your parents and brotharrours'

‘#The letter, &hough dated today, will rnot be mailed till end of
- week Sun, when I will have returned to troit (I'm in Canada) and
will thus be able to include both nanes end French titles of books
&pudlishere rather the English titles both as to 1871, and tody,
Originally Women Incendiaries waB publiehed in France by Gallimard in 1963 ae

LES PETROLEUSES by Edith Thomas. The book Jacked identified her ag having
been norn in Paros 4in 1909 ghaving founded the Nat. Cogp. of Clandectine
Writers during Resistance &sincd 1948 having been keep at Naticnal Archives,

Parie.
#*profecsort Jacque d'Hedt ie at Universite de Poitinps, but at this

moment don't approach him, though I would appreciate knowing whether he
considers himeelf a Narxigt. ‘

o
ie that intellectuals i : g::gi‘d:g??:d
3 §iffint, has now said ~~Bernard-Henri Lev;f etec
rhould be discuspad "eperiouely" esince Solzhenitsyn's Gulag Archipeflago !
has brought out.fzet o forced labor campa,etc.

who always gave &n ad4ress efo Nme.Delbe, 33 p Lacepede,Paric Y;w gge“ﬁgg ggoggvgangg?befevre

Sﬁﬁ you able to locate the tranelator of AARXISY & TRELYOH? She would be

yoing and in some political grouping—uprobahly Trotskyist—&may be of
help/ And ic LE CHAHY® LIBRE under new management? 1%;(07 i




