REB MINUTES, JUNE 15, 1977

Presaut: All,:plus_ﬂob as sitter-in ' : :
Agenda: 1 Leadership ond Politicalization as Ground for Organizatfonal Growth; by
Ras_fq;_II Unfinished Businessy ILT G&W _

i-Raya.satd that the reason that the last point of a Plenum -« discussion on lead-
ership -- 1ip first here is due not only to tha fact chat the report I was supposed
Lo make on West Coant NIB was, In the main, written up, but becausze both the ob-
lective world and the subjective warld is permeated by the urgency of "i'ime s
Running Out.” - And ehe theoretical vold since Lenin's death -= a vhole 53 years
ef it == i8 to be considevcd wben we talk about the weaknesses of the leadership
this year. We wiil therefore divide this zalk in three: 1) Europz (especially
Portidgal) and U.S.3 2) Needed politicelization; %) What to do hetweern June ond
September- ag ‘well ag a brief look into Perspectives following the Plenum,

T : - 1)There 18 no doult thot the highest point reached this.year on
the question of leadership was the trip to Portngal, espeeially the role of Bess.
Eugena‘could'apeek core fluently and wore compéehenslvely,,rnd certainly knew how
to profest Marsisat-Humanisim without. ever cepsrating philesopuy and orgamization,

but Bese wes-zhe one, as en 016 Bolshevik, who not only 'did not separate philosophy

‘and orgrnizstion, but polfticalizatjion wag equally integrai both to the presenke-
" tlons, the establishment. of new relatlions, and taking the messure of both indi.
' viﬁhqlaﬁ;nﬂ-orghnizat;ons;;‘Naturélly, we connot forget that the resson we could
.Bet guch-a good ‘hezring on the absclutz Idea as New Beginning, though we hed not

,estébliahEdhprgénizatioq-to~organixa;ion reletionships 1a the fact that the objec~

T Cotive sitvacton Brwight va to i comiriy wheve the revolutioa wag not destroyed, not

- "destroyeds it may not b2 altogethey ongoing snd they are forced to function under.
chq.uh;plqg“céun;erhrevolution,,but rothing, absolutely nothing, can substitute

- "for the 'magss moviment in a revolutionary situstlon, even when thst revolution hes

- ot ‘been. finlched,. ’ ‘ -
ST 7 On'the other hand, we iwust be under no 1llusions about the ab-

. STTAct.nature of Absolute Idea, not for us, of course, wio alwavs begin with "as
new beginning® and niver separate it from the concreteness of the actiwvity and
thought of N&L Committees. But it is abstract in'the sense of they not being
compéiled to be concrete. Thaey weren't ssked to do anythlag except, at best, pub-

- lish. They weven't agked to Join an organization. 4nd even the relations we did
"ask for were of necesslity lefet loose, I Tepeat it in so many ways because we

will not otherwise see thé extreme urgency of needed politicalizstion, without
whlchlprganlcationgl grouh would be all the more difficult, The best prcof of that
is England, : Here is a place ‘where, in Scotlend, we have a full Marxist-Humanigt
vho hasg been projeeting Marxtst-Humanism since M8F; ond 4n London, we have a8 new
full Marxist-Humanist who 1a young and does nol have too much orgenizational ex-
perience, and yet- it fsn't that lack of orzanizatlonal experience which makes it
grmap =- it is the fagt that the media-

: phiiosophy and- ozganizatiion s that needed politicalization, l.e. not
Just  expressing Philosophy and Revolutton "in general, bLut epecifically the
analysis of currant events and battiing with other tendencies. I think a new
day 18 beginniug. All agreed to have the new pamphiet of the four chapters on
Capitsl fron M&F, not only £a o general toplc as it was in M&F, but very specifi-
2ally and integrally prefaced by an anelyatis of today's world erisis os related
both to Marx's Capital and to an atirck on Mandel's introduction to the new tyans-
lation of Capital. It is also to have an epperndix on Tony ClSff's Lenin, again re-
lated to Capital, I have written Lo Barry, aci:ing .him to plecage write a Foroword,
and nf course we want to have it & jir: sublication, which means not only cur ad-
dress and Harry's, but Dave's Post Of-ise box in London,

*- Now then, Eugene asked
what was the relaetionship between Ahsolute Ides as New Beginnings and the Spiric
in Self-Estrangerent, and T preferred at the moment not to glve a direct answer,
because we canno: unti] we have serlously pranpled with:
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B : 2} Needad Politicalization, TIt's time we got down to the con-
"erlte weaknesses that I gee ag the miin weakness 4n the leadership, Think of it.
He have produced the Fhilosophic Political Letters which were supposed to be the
“Evansition point From Philosophy and Revolution to chailenging other analyses on
the worid seene.  We sold some and we cert2inly had local disgusainns on each and
v& no doubt know "exactly" what esch Says. fnd yet I insist we do not know them
at all, because whit we know are the resalts of, not & process, not the methodolo-
¥y rot a ‘projection eapecislly as a battle of ideag, :

o Lo . . . You know, there is one
paragraph- in the'jﬁggggggglggg in the Spirit in Self-Estranged world, on tke
Ege's “mulestudinous alienations, es $¢ battles thaot absolube contradictinn
between Individual angd Univergsl that Hegel calls "gelf-sabgorbed uncommurticat ive-

"I hope that that coesn': pervade the leadership when it comes to -pro-

g these PPLg; and_mertainly not to begin with the most empty reactlion of
"Oh, we haw nevi things to analyzz now''s  you wen't have them until the FPLs
have besn abaorbed And_vrolected ag Procdss, as methodology, as well as the philo-
sophic ground for foday's event. ' a L -

T, Frodh - Or, toke the Hew Essays. It's true we tried to
‘gtarteajdiéeqasicn by Mipetg column in Two HWorlds, but if it went anywhere I

o feiled o bear about 1t Who got the "new" in LT ar Hegel es3av? That was cer-

- taduly both:a concretization of PSR, chapter I, ang a2 manifestation ot how. to .
bhattle revolutlonary jdvas even with tho bourgeois intellectuals. Aad that doesn’t

mant{on efther the Moo chapter, or the polemic: on Marxism, If you think that '

.7 Mhnbwing” whae 1t seys ‘and seiling & lot, as N.Y. did, because gther intellectuals

B ?ﬂﬂtﬁit‘fOf'Eﬁgig-palemtcs.'means volittealization and ‘challenges for membership,

' ybq‘cbuldn'efbefmorefqung. _The perfect proof of that is the feilore to moke

- anytling outfof'the Ip:e:im Bulletin L.A.was crearive enough tc produce, but none

Ueonk: it up serfously enough ag if everybody was already glad the clesses were over. {
The seriousness of ‘thix veakness,- this needed politicalizetion, can be seen at the
- center, too. Let ma make it as sharp as possible by seeming to talk on another
suhject*ﬁ--popularlgatlon and vhy I oppoee it ot this.stage. Just as.Hegel sew

©an affinity betweeén such seeming opposites as the Delphic Oracle and the witches
. 4n Macbeth becduse - both were- forked-tongued, so I see that popularization and
art!fﬁcér-are.akln,'andfplesse'don't forget Hegel's definition of the artificer
as "dsrkness of thought mated to clearnesa of expression”. And another thing
about Megel, tn this very period when we're’ ewphasizing moving away from Hegel,

(1., stressing the Marxism and the revolution, not just In thought but in 1ife )
is that this bourgedh who ereated such a great revolution 1o thought; and was
80 profound on absolute ag unity of theory and practlce, was the very one who not
only sttacked 411 the empty abasolutes of his predecessora but would often mtress
concrete. as agajnst sinking into"the  abyss of the absolute", '

caae ‘ Bess had a wonderful
eéxpression at the expanded joint NEB meetings "Philosophy has to have a home,

An¢ only when that home is a revolutionary organization can philosophy and revos .

Iution be one, T¢ 4g of the esgence that that becomes .the philosophic ground for

the Biack Thought pamphlet, both sz concrete &nd organizational, both as philosophy

and revolution, . .

- © . Finally, let me Just ¢ive one differcnce between Chapter 1 in P&R
and the HSA Essay, whkich would glve you an IndZcation of the relationship between
Al as New Beginnings end Spirit in Self-Estrar;ement, You ®now, I'm sure, that in
chapter 1, I speak of fbgolute negativicy ag new beginnings, while in HSA I spaak
of Absolute Iden a5 New Beginning. The fact that I could bring in revolution, even
when I did not speak of negativity, ss the new beginning, shows how negativity
totally permoates everything Hegel wrote ang on which Marx built his new oontinent
of thought and revolution, We want, however, to concentrate on negativity, and
not only second negativity, as the absolute, which s already the new, but both
first and second negativity as we foce reality, that 1s ko say, the § irtt in Self-
Estrengenent., It ig out of this aifen, real world, out of these absolute contra-
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dicticns, in battling them, that we rezach the roads to revolution, We cannct .
Jump to the conclusion, go tc the Abgolute too faat, forget or in any way try

to skip vver any steges, any confrontations, the mediations to the Absolute. .

It {5 for this reazon that we must stay with the Spirit 4n Self-Estrengement.
After all, Mery "rranslated" Hegel's "Spititt's urgency” as Reelity, necessitating
Revolucion, ] . : N )

. 3) Now let's break it down to what we'll do between now and
Sepcember with the whiffof what comes afeer. Firat, beginning with the interns-
tional reports, we must manifes: that reeded politicalization in the way we pye-
sent these tullatine not only 88 formal discusston but to all contacts w2 visit
ané activities fn which we aze engaged, wherher that bz the Perspectives to “a
fectory unit® or the WHFF to o gingle women®s libexationist, Second, -whica is

- ¥eally flyst: tn'that it 1s ground for averything else, is the preparation for. the -
. Plenum a3 an ougénizational question, stretching over everything from the re-:

lationship of spentaneity to srganization to the attack cn party-vanguardism,

Thixd,:Marxy Canital .ap: presentad-in MSF end ar ic will be prefaced in the new

ramphlet, f3antte wait for discussion at the point of publication, but we must

incloce discussione of it in’the- pee-plenary period. Fourth, and most important,

-,“""‘ﬁ.‘_’-"'-.!l?@.t.’-ﬁ'.‘ﬁi: . discuesion.. on. - the pamphlet -for 1978 -~ Frantz Fahon and
Angzicen Tlenk Thought == is to begin on the new form created in the West Coast

Acusslon with the authors, I'telieve that the 1877-pamphlet’ suffered from the

- fact. thiat everyore s waiting for it o be completed hefore discussing §t. The

Jie "25 ‘foint meeting with Chicsgo and actusl publication will, of course, set
that right. But we mu:" not delay that. long for the Black Thought pamphlet.

~'Finaliy, the nceded peiltitalizatdon, of coursa, is not restricted to.the leader-

Sbipil;tl;e‘oxgénizacion- will either not only abuorb buc pragtice that or we will
not grow, - | : . . : S _




