EXCERPTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION OF
N&L CONVENTIOM, SEPT. 5. 1976

- DILLECTICS OF LEDERSHIP /§ THE CRE/TION OF # PHILOSOPHIC NUCLEUS
IN HISTORY'S MIRROR, £ND TODAY'S OBJECTIVE WORLD
0R - . .

SELF-THINKING IDEA AS THE SELF-BRINGING fORTH-OF LIBERTY

(The oue hour tatk by Rays is hard to summorize snd may well be left
8t her own introduction to the talk, eince ail thst referred to ob-
Jjective world and Perspectives were developed separately in the
Report end Political-Philosephic Letters. Thet, in any case, 4a
all we will -attempt here.) :

"Rayal Bepouse the originality and profundity of our historic contribution
to Marxism have not, I balleve, been creatively grasped by our lesderskip
we were. risking a veritable philosophic stslemste in the very year cf
our best organizational growth, Which is why we didn't .ect as challen-
"gers, not alone in the movement from proctice -~ there we were most ac-

",Vt!veflr but in relationship to all other Tendencles in the movement,

.. though they had 'not ever attempted, much less actually £illed, the void
':ane Lenin’s death, whereas we produced both ST and PSR, -especially
&R, . - A

“. 1t 43°for this reason that the Polltlcal-Philosophic.Let;ers ware
started -~ to fill the need for politicalization sud the imperative
nature of the ereation of 8 philosophic muclgus. The further eim‘'is to
overcome cur greatest weakness: the relationship to Chelrwoman. Still,
] this is:anly part of the reason why the tour, the new editions of M&F
“.end P&R, -and thé Political-Philosophic Letters have not yat been fully

worked out, R " . .

Perheps the situation can be {llumineted from o view, necessarily
- brief as it must be, from something unrelsted in any-divect sense to
our preblem -= litersture. But 1€ we do take, with the view of Hegel
on tragedy, the perspactive of Mryx's theory of proletarian revolution,
we will.gee & relationship. I hrve no intention whatever to go into
litereture comprehensively. You cen reed for yourseives the works
thet Hegel bases his theory of tragedy on -- Orestjse, Antigone, Hamlet,
Lear, Antgny and Cleopatra, Othello -- and come to other conclusions,
but it is a fact that Kegel's phllosophy of tragedy is grounded in the
fact that the two main. combatants ere of equal stature, but, since

they live in a period of transition, representing very different
historic moments, as one historic period ends and another {5 about to
begin, their attitude to objectivityis most "unegual, The "equality!
in stature lends the excltement, the drama; the different attitudes to
objectivity in a period of tronsition and historic trensformation lead

inevitably to tragedy,

It 13 this which, philosophically, adds up to irreconcilable contra-
diction right within the ibsolutes -- and to death, In the Phenomenolopy
Hegel*s Absclute Knowledge meets the Goigotho of the Spirit. "In the
Science of Logic, #bsolute Idea is first to become new beginning in
Encyclopsedia,and therefore just ends by telling the reader it is reelly
not ended and {ndeed, &8s we kaow, from his last three Syllogiasms in
Encyclopaedia, that he will, indeed, "throw out" Logic altogether, and 15019




. —2-

when he comes to the. final of the final /bsolutes «- /bsolute Mind -- it
becomes the. ebstracticn, Sal{-Thinking Idea, so the philosopher himself
retires with his "Owl of Finerva".

It . 1s this which Marx totally reversed with his theory of proletarian
revolution, His new continent of thought had a subject, a real, actusl,
ifve, subject -« the proletariat, the gravedigger of capitalist society,
uhich ceuld reverse those Gottsdamerungs so that equality/inequality of
hero-heroine/period of transition became the chellenge of the future wherein
Subjectivity -+ Subject and thecry -- hold the key. Marx's new subjectivity
was his Humanism, philosophy and revolution. N : : ‘

(Raya thenwent into why the very title of her Perspectiver Report, "Philoso-
pty and Revolucion in Today's Global Struggles", 2s well as the proposal
for.the nea form of study of the book, #s well as actual activitles -- whether
_ 1in proletarfantzation or Women's Liberation ~- lays ground for rejection
. of nen-dialectical methodologies, "shorsteuts" to reveolution, whereas fAbsolute
;--ag’ New :Beginning id not just theory but the actual road to revolution.)

- Just as "full-time organizaers” for Marxist-Humanism is inseparable from
pql!ticaiizatibn'and'creacion of ohilosophic¢ nucleug, "so we cannot, say,
: geparace WWEF from "Appendix" merely by the "declaration® that there is no
such ‘division." No, we elther understand that WWFF_as mediation meant both
"the elicitation £rom below ~lD Hews & Letters'! contribution, not as some-
thing “at the end" but the something thet created the very ground for
elicitation. The uanumed authors have themgselves to.recognize that.they
“have gnined a new dimencioh kecause of cur “‘mediatton”, or we succeed
neither in bringing the outside imside, nor the inside outside. .
. Finally, and this is of the essence for the leadership -- end. by leader-
-ship T do not only mean REB=NEB, nor cven {ts extension to the membership

as & whole, although that is crucial, but all those who now, or after the
clasges, grasp what we mezn by "philosophy, not philosopher™ so intensely
that they become activists, members for the expounding of Marxist-Humanism
as the road to revolution. Toward this end, it is of the essence that
leaders do undersgand what is meant bty self.reorganizetion, with emphasis

on RE-organization, for it 1s here, exactly, where we heve feilted, whether
that ke on relationship of ourselves to National Chairwoman or to. outside:.:
There are three aspects to Self: 1) Self-development, the individual -~ aid:
that we do understand very well, I think, and do measure ourselves, hut
hardly in the historic mirror rather than just by comparison with others.

) : 2) Mass geli-development -~ which is of

the essence, both objectively and subjectiveiy, and can not be reduced to

a mere “Particular" but must be that Perticular which causes the self-de-
velopment of the Individuel. ?he spontaneity and leadership-to-be

of the magses , the "masses as vonguard" means your Self as phllosophy
uniting with it. ’ ‘ :

4} Finnlly, there 'is the Universal, the
"/bgolute Universal', vhich is, at one and the same time, concrete and
everywhere. .nd until you -- esch one of you -- work this out for your-
selves by holding up the Historic Mir:zor, with which to measure yourselves,
whether that be Marx's time, 1843-1883, or ours in the year 1976, and re-
organize-yourselves on the basis of the concrete events from Portugal to
Aungola to Detroit, as well as the subjective demands .of N&L Committees organi-
zatfonally, we will not get out of the "transition period" to the transforme-

ti f reallity. .;
on of rea y . . . | 15020.‘“
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