" REB Meeting Mry 3, 1976

Present: All, including aléters-ln.Tommie end Terey, and Mary by special invitatlion
Agenda: 1 Esst Coast Report and Next Book-to-bey II Mary, Office and Deadlines;
- ILT Mext two !scues of N&L; IV Oid and New Business; V- Good and Welfare

I- Ruya said that, although Kevin wos actually mnking the full report of the
East Coust tour and she would not report on the trip in general, she wanted to
take up zevers) aspects thot will mot even happen until the next past of the tour,
the trip to Winconsin this week where she is to spesk on Rosa Luxenmburg, and
what she had docided that 1s so totally new she, herself, has not workad out all
that it meens. The rew decision s thac)the.title of. the new book she has pro-
Jected will not be "Women s Reasun and Foftee" or “Women es Thinkersz aud Revolu-
tioneriea®, but Ross Luxemburg, Today's Women Theorists, snd the Woments Libern.
tion Movement. . In Hew York,.she had coubivned Rosa Luxemburg end Sojourner
Truth, for the first timz es_theoreticlans, beceuse we must confront "h%§¥%a

- theory, Ress Luxemburg has a tet to her credit on theory end SojournE¥ .EY/

_ has mothing, yet neither one hss%?ruly understogd snywhere. Rays-has disagreed
~with Luxsiburg®s theories, and pointed out that they wers not rooted §n philoso-
.phy, but-ehe.is o serjous theoretician and it ig fantestic to see someone like:
Howard cf Telos present her es atecticisn®  and pay no ettention whatsoever Co
her theoreticel-work. Whut Raya intends_to project in Wisconsin will be very d{f-
ferent from whut she has developed.on Luxemburg up to now,, The question 1s, when
‘you diszgree so wmuch with her main idess, how do you present her gyeat contribu-
_rions to todey's revolutioneries? -Reys hes always pointed to Sofourner Truth
o8’ Reagon, but that is not the sewe ng presenting her as theorgticlen, This 12

. what we ‘must grapple with. We are not sending in the Appendix for the new WL
panphlet until the return from Wisconsin, becsuse we have to weit ro see what will
develop there that we would wish to includé immediately in some form in thet Ap-

T pendix. - .

The fect §s that the lectures on WL given in this tour wege en 0 muci.
higher lzvel thon previous lectures, even the six UCAE telks. Whther 1t was
Chicago or San Francisco or New York, what wes new was thot both philosophy and
Women's Studies were combined, In Weshington, D.C. it was the tctusl combination
of those two departments that sponsored the lecture, but ¢ eppeored in different
ways everywhere., It is importént thet so many of the impurtant women's journals,
some of them hostile to us before now to such an extent they wouldan't even sell
us an ad' in their magazines, oll sent someone to be present £t one or another of
the lectures -- Quest, Majority Report, Off Our Backs. Moreover what they wonted
to know wes what the-"diplectics of liberation"means. '

Msry hes slready begun full-
time -- she #ill work 2 days for RD, &nd three days in the office, and one of those
days in the offlce must be to work o3 & coordinator for dur national WL committees,
developing not only the correspondence with the ontsids, but between our committees.
Letters cannat be treated as “personsl®., And the inside correspondence is as im-
portant as the cutside. It is cspecizlly important that with this special issuc
announcing the new pamphlet, through wher we hsve the pamphlet in our honds in
a few wecks, to the convention itself, we all have the widest possible experiences
‘with $&, so the discussion at the coavention will come out of thzt ground oand
be the basies for whatever activity we set ourselves for next yesr.
. . . The best meet-
ing in N.Y. was the one ot Queens. Pete did o magnificent job, there were 100
present and a go od discussion. The "worst" was the meeting on Portugal, In the
sense that the date snd the plsce were wrong and our people did not play it up.
We had a chance to analyze it all loter zud 1t wos clesr thet the lock of "poli-
ticalizetion” was what was involved, The discussion st that meeting wis very
good. #nd it was in N.Y. that Eeys had the chance to present some 1deas on the
Pbsolute Idee to the NEB, which she hed not hed the spportunity to do in Celi-
fornia. That will become part of the Discussion Bulletin, The discussion we
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- heve proposen amang our Black Merxist-Humanists in a1l four major locals has
2180 slxcady beguh, Tt began with John A'on's column in the last issue, and
Tyron has now sent e letter on Fanon, and Rey in N.Y. has one coming in this
- These oo wili no doubt be included directly in the Discussion Bulletin,
also described Kevin's study group briefly, and the importunce’ thet Haici
. 8éems to have recently which reflects fomething happening on the obfective scene.)

. - Finally, thé ceadlines which underiine the importande of
baving Mary working £nlletiine fice and for Raya, were glwvens
:  Monday, Mas ’ mimeoed ‘end matled oug: :
. Thursday, Maj ppendix ta WL pamphlet ready for z {nter <
Honday, May 24 .- Double Politleal-l’hilosophic Létter ycody to ‘mited and
o S © masil out | - . oo st e
*" Tuesday; - June 1 -- Raya.returnsg tn Detroits Convention Cal) 1s'meixl_ed‘
_--""'-'- . N ‘-out- . . . P Lo, . e .




