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"Life. ttgell !:ec:::r:es “co deax,

5o vast gng ona's Yeamg,"
o= Louise Michal

“A work ix naver Ceautig,
_\..r-lef's it in soms way escn, es
i%s authop,”
== DB, Lawrence

I. CESTEIDAY, TCDAY AND TOMORROW

o have reached g turning point 4n
rastrict itsalf ontly o Luxsmbury and Harx,
-emzﬁs in h.isi:orv and cover tha zlobe.

=N our work which ean by no meang
WMo must go both backuards and

I dare say) sinea 13eg 0 itseld bagan ;

‘H‘oman ha.s hed te s‘l:z'm;:gleJ 4nd in order to ses the dialectic of mr

' dwolnpment.both of our age and othep h.'lsta:-ic roricds, -
ga.tho:- disparate struands that mv. at first, look quits discorme_cted.

hawaver. t}:at at the end
mnifest itsalf.

bagan® and” "glebalr may Toem gaem too porpous
Jiever-ending z-abelh

I'm referring to thmtm;;in

first Maid'a Petition to Parliament fom "literty wy

3-‘:&919-

we will need to
I t:US'El
& Siraction will .

the ﬂmphrases referr:i.ng to "since life itsolr

.."f.l..

nat T have in ming is quite
in 1647 with the

s 2:at Tuzner led
we jump to 1831 when, in the very yeir A the gEreatest slave rovelt in t!:a

U.S. Iﬂm. a Black wcma')n-
vhite or Hlack - MyEoErTeERN

"0 yo daughtars of
#lumba
ry oW

fair Jaughters of Afcdes te compaolled

» SDoke out in Hosto@

with noble and exalted' i‘aculties...ﬂow AU Jare

mad Marls Stewa

@ fivst woma;z"' aﬁnﬁ"ﬁg’nmtg i

awa.kel arise! no ligncaop sleep nor .
Show forth to the wur!ﬁ that ye
shall the
~o ury their minds and talents

bereath a 1oad of iron wots and kottles?... How lonz shall g i mean
ttar us with *"s"" smiles, ard errdeh thomgelves wizh our

”""u':-» "-E.Z'f garnines:

ewith: rnge . EDS ARy

Q

their wivest finqaps - Spariling wi-n :--h-v-s

and ‘hoy *nops elves lauching 4% oup folly? v
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Wther "Liprsts" orowd into mind )whothar we .ave re..e:"- ine to Bhw
m “lora T“‘..sta.;xmo the first to call for an Internaticnal of work
women a.nd working men i 184i;, the year that arx discevered 2 whols
‘Re¥ cantinent of thcughts ::%ﬁ%%{t the 1848 revolutions in EBurope
and geo thet what looked of much lesaar importanco, the Firat Wm’?n's

Righta Convantion &t Sencea Falls, New York, uctually opened up a whols
B4 force for revolutica, That women did bear that call bocams

olsar in 1851, when Yesine Daroin and Punline Rolind sant greetings
: to_ the "-'umd Mationa), Woman's Rights Conventicn in Yorcester, Mess,
. wtho 8... Iauro Prisen in Paris, to which they had been. santmcocf

.fcr thair sctivities in and after 1848, Gn behalf of the Convantion.'
m.ﬂmoatﬁnn Rese declared: "\fter Eaving neaxd the latiar reac

rram our poor incwor-.ted sisters of France, woll might we e%him. Alas,
paox- Frunce! where. is thy glcry? Where the glory of tha Revelution of
- 3847w

The Alack dimension is the most exciting of all, Yot only K3 did
it inspire the creation of el
A e Wom 8 fig awention, but it W so through its oun

aeg!r:l.tyj th.at is to say, when the white middle-class women in the anti-

slavery sceieties %P/the SojJourner Truths and Harrie: Tutmans as

orators and travelers ard thinkers, while the% s roaduced to

axiliary tasks, they METDCEMTRGSGIERIEEHEME rocoznized what it

means to be Reasen as well as Force. This became especially crucial ¢n /847
after the Civil War in the U.S,, when aven the most révoiutionex? Aboli-
tiocnists, like Frederick Douglass and Wendell Phillips, refused io help

collaborate with the wemen's fipht “or suffrage on the yrounds that +hig

i
i
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!
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WRS “hs lerro year, Sojourmer Teuth his tavk at ner own lesder, Frederiei P

ouzlass, calling him "si’:ort-n;med.“ .ot only did she separats feon

\_111?3 with the
her 3lack male collearues and m@&ﬂe‘!&{hte Wwomem, Sut
: : e _
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4t becaus cleay that "shortominded” was more then a epithet., Rather,
it wag ‘s new languige -- thé language of thought -- against thode who

would put any Limitetions to froedom,

. .
M four yeers, the woz/-\d hnd, indeed, teccre witness to the zraatest

AT M Nl T T R ST Tl B [ )4 AP LYY

ravolution of men ard wemen for a totally new, classless asocisty ==
the Pavis Commne. Wiy, may we ask, did 3t tale nearly a century to
Im all tha facts of the breadth of women's actions, and why, aven thsm.. ‘

d:ld it take o Hogan to write ‘The Homen Incendi.a-ies

AR Dy (e TR

Nor ahovdd wo 1'03'561'. -~ gven tiwugh)for space,wo must_skip many '

. -
<,.ot tha labor utrugsl&'il' ‘== that the Amarican lator atruggles )w‘.l.th very

EE ;rtiva paﬂiciaatm by woreti )had tesm continusus since the very first.
Hltiaaal Ln.bor Union H‘as estab]d.shaﬂ in the U.S5, and affiliated with.
the F:b-:t J.'nternatioml waer. it vas \%'—‘I’;OVB when the - infamous
Triungle Fire %tock the lives of 143 wemen working in that sweat shop,
ad Rese Schneldernan arganizad no less than 126.000 in the funeral
march -- not just to mourn but to declare uolida'.rity with ali wmor-
ganized women woﬁem - that it first reverberated to Burope. By

's provosal
1911,Clara Zotkin to the Second Intermaticnal for an In-

‘.e:':'.a.'.i-.:nal .Ioman's TLay became realltiy,

Bosa Luxemtarg becomes central hers, but if we try to begin

" &t some allegod hi:hpomt on what was censidered to be ‘che 'flo-aa.n Question

4psr we will blind ourselves both to Luxemburg's multi-dimensionality ard

the newness that our age brought to the concept of women's likeratlon.

Let's, instead, see wha® sround she laid in a letier that was, in the

main, deveted “o the anti-var "o-. ..on which the revisiosnizis sta.;ec far ,
" -/L,m'. - .';‘/ .

far away. In this latt er{.o “zatnilde Wurm , seeminsly out of nowhara,

there swidenly appears a reference to the queen of the imazons {and 1 4 896

evidently, not as she is !mown in Greek lesend as the cne who wag killed
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weg teld by the famous Serman plapmizht, Jeinsich Ten ileis* who had
?mﬁas:.'.'.‘ zot enly «il) Achilles, tut eat h!.d. ?&3.‘411 tals appesrs
in & 145 vhara ghe iz so furicus at he* frierd's dafense of m'
ionigts
mmmm the &gﬁﬁm on the war[qLodz w-.vm
“7'm £allirg you that as soon as I ecan stick my ncse aut egain
I vill bt and harg'y' your sacigty of froégs with trumpet blasts,
whip oracikings, and blocdhaunda -k enthesllea., I wantad %o say,
 tut b7 God, you pecple xre no Achillesss, Have you had enot.gh
_“ér_m:.fow.!ur's greoting now? Then see to 1% that you stay
huw eny Ooing human means joyfully throwinz ,,'ou.r whole 1.....9
'cn t.% of destiny' wien thus it rmst te, tut all the while
'a:jb cing in wefy sunny day anpd every beautiful clowd, Ach, I
know of no formda to urite you for ‘baing hum.n..."@

Ttts this need to throw your whole life on the scales of dastiny.—

4t's this passion for revolution, it.'s- the urgenay to zet out of prison
econfinemont and open entirely naw vista—s, ‘,;;,tf’..s this need "to te burman®
that has of#8 characterized the whole of Luxerburg's visiecn,in strugrle
i{:r & new soclety. It has put the stasp on 81l sho ever did, and ever
longed to make real. Ard it is this which' i '

R Rl ek e,
Her concapt of woman's li“erntiorywhich J
put so totally different a mr‘WMﬂ"ﬂm Vormah™ Guasel

in her day g that it mekes it pessible for our age to first wderstand

it fully; 1n a great measure, more fully than she herself was consclous

T+ ig mageszavy with ayes of *coday %o lools at her activity lron ihe

wersinning,

eV A e e iy b




- -

1T, TOCEERGSACTITITY I THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT o
q:E\'fean:: sizhtly resused to te pirsonholded by “he Jerman Sociale
‘ ' N

._,Beﬁcéméy into 4ho se-called Yoran ﬂ(u.osticn, as if tikat were “he only

;ﬁﬁi:'e ahe “belenged”, altUougn she was & theor.etic'_h.n ard the editor of

& Polish fipar as well us an sctivist when she arrived in Germany. Unflor=
tmatmy. too many in the Women®s mboratian Yovarmant of today mea] .

their attitide to be the cppasits side. of the same coin by disregarding ~Hils
_m mzt molutiomry beca.zso _sha_ had .™Mext to nothing” to :a_g_ on ! '*ﬂ""f..-w .

Anathe:-m revarse put-dc:m on the "Yoman- Quostion" is to

.tﬂt au -.z.r quennurs’u Iriendship with C'.[ara. Zetkin, wao is recognized‘ 7

'by v.].l;;s tb.e fcunder of m '.-Iomen's Tikeration as a woriinc claex,

- mass novemmt. as v.mll as theoretician and editor .of the greatest wasy,

circu.ntim wm's nawspaper o tn:.s days ws ‘2 burden” to hmmbnrg

as Bem{ﬁtta Rolland~folst characterized their relationship in her
biography of  Luxemturg. . AlthouD

€12 vas not the "foran Question” but.;ha fight against reformism-thnt
t is 4
had Ebrought them 'tcgetherfe Luxemturg ¢id not lecve every questim «@
womem's liberation to Zetkin's rospcns!.hﬂity. The truth Is also that

1t was not enly the fight inst reformism tut the revelutlenary

then -togethar Loy
position on every subject that the naxt two decadoz --
from the fight against revisicnism to the fight agalnst =ilitsrism, and
from the £ight against the bureaucratizetion of the trade vnions to the
enti=-war struggle, tnd the molntian itself.

There is no doubt that Zetkin was nowhere as profournd as tultemburs,

tut “here is 2lso no doubt that she was a zenuine revolmticnary and sie
chcse %o concentrate on Women's literation, on ormanizing uwerkiny class

woman, thus Tecoring 4he model not only for “he 2ussian woren's struczle from

_rc‘m‘.':': ==a .3,
281%amsad an, Tut for the strusrle the world over,/isha »irmhaly 2ef an inter-

Anel mmnT wmartatdan amd 217 hoecad am ankiwrdber am crat? - st 0L 0t
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It beco:-es necessary, ‘mr‘a cre, to set the -ecom straizhl and

"
.“‘.. .

t..us di.scwe- mo“&'m..-ce-@ whieh tedayts '.".'.,..‘ :.mgm is "'*-oumed. thouzh
c.;".r ] . .
RO .ﬁo#of.her new dinonsions 4o &,

VE et et v e e

B 3 | -

In:snburg na sooner mivod an Germary :} than she was irzedn
il"ol.? conrrmtad. daspita the foot’ that; she kad won the editership af
i ai Soe...a.l-ammtic papar, with the “nct thet the male membors were

- ] S to her ’ g hep
uo'l: rn.dr- to imnt\wgsme pmﬁnme predeﬁceseor.m
Hor.e

R T

‘ "ard th o fae mntha a;ha Sesimed, The fait that sie di
not uake this psu-t. of tha "Woman (.Uest:ton" did » not mean that she gig
not x-acazd 11‘. in hey own mind as such; e'd_tc the contnw. Ser friend-
ship w'.L‘.'.h chn Zatk:tn, M deeply rooted in the:l.z-

omnon struzels against -wisioniam, UEERNTIRRS sionifi /1 oth her col!s-
bontim in the sutcnomous women's moviment which Zetkin headed ’ and her/n‘-l-ﬂg

G (Equality)
writings for %‘m Zeticin eﬁ%{d.

e e e e .

‘E:xembuzg was quietly devaloping a campaizn on worlen's suffruce
both in her writings ard on her orpanizaticnal toui's. Thus 4n 1502
. (in Suxony !
she reported to Jogichew how a young weavep named Hofﬁun was studying
Lily 3raun as well ss Bebel on the"Woman: Question®, resding TN
.rleiggré’it a3 weJ.'I. &3 arguing against tho village elders who had main intained

that "2 woman's place was in the homr * 3 "ihen T agreed with Zoffan,

she urote, "shas a triurph! '?Zzé.*e. we 12e, 19 -a:liec. 'The voice of

’ﬁ - —— —

suthopity has spokem for me {'*‘: 1 an article for Mm.,ms
that same year, ske wrote"@.;
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M Bold :.ca.l eﬂ.anciaaticn ol wcr.a:n r:ust ‘t-lcm = a a+rorr°r. fragher
) AT e .;/_”_‘_r,

'»"“.d inke o d-"ol!."ica.'*f{‘_'a““‘.“:' ’EEe present philistIrFATE oy .

'mcl&ﬂus - ard. wnic.: so otviously also ruty off on our party werkers as.

uel'}.ﬁ?:é;m ﬁw leadars,”

T

wr.:.tter;gm wemen, md i% took &ll
DA )
—t"“ﬁ..ed into Znglie @ ,

e, W

Eer
g -b..story itsels, thirlwind of activitias and w
"':he ‘anepeizing 4 - _
n it sn ongoing revolution are well mm.:h !cnmm

‘I‘lm e::hﬂn.-a.t:lon of also ’caing- with her lover in that . pardad may net
. be. quito as w:L‘L knoim but was by no méans kept hidden. Sutaasewsy
‘ ﬂm ence cne canfronts the ta.et tha't the hichpoint of t!:.alR.

ed to
pehticnahipw:'.ts end,  one long story of Just
a:zzu..wu.,.a. /

T T e i e e i

¥ 2 keep it

LA
strictly privata.% help to anyone, 2:-a=u11rr with 2t, The srecter
serious l_;g-{_ G AN I
truth of shying away from any lysisiis not not"h’ue to its "strictl,r
: gossin
Personal® nature -- there surely was Zalore around it, and

the stories ranged from s simplistic "triangle" SNETENMNN attributien
for the breakup of the relationship of Jogiches ard luxenmbure te

slanderous insinuations that the sharp differance betdeen the orunness
mnore
of her sctivities and the ﬁipl:!red behavior of such a cansciously
“he
orranization person as Joriches led = -rhrana 4o cigeover thais

Tnereanont3 and arres+ 10y %he true reason for shvin- away

o ruch
I insist,’ is notE "?-"erso:'.al ratyre of thelir rela-

14300

fron analysis,

tionskiz a3y the failure “o undarstand ~a~ro1.1+io:-@
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M moluts_qn 23 on +the lan [icman

- 4%g nl."n. too 98y fop'Marxists to Quote aéstmctiona rather ¢
- daep nto the $LL0otC of 'tie concrete. A 588 vamen 4

a huwan teing repre-
:bout to be bom, _iho revolution
_bacomes the doterminant not becauss there are “pargomalv differences
in the attitude to revolution, nop becnuse-onn wishes +o Play a
dit‘ferent"role"than the other, but bécause the revolution i an over-
vhelming fores that brooks no "interfarancen from.anyore. wmcthakics
mlz-.: revolution: fop Luxenburg was so overnewering a forcs that
not aven impr:!.sonq:mt could dampen the exdor, Of ene thing there i
no doubt whatever; hep great and most famoyg Ppolitiecal analysis wag
‘the summation of the 1905 Revolution in The !fass Strive which she hgg
written while Jogiches wag St111 in prigen, I was wriiten furing zop
sty in .':uc.’ckgla where Lonin gnd othe» clshewils 7ere erdlessly dig.
cussine the revolution t.iaey had Jus¢ Lived ¢hweugh anc whiecnr they s+il1

bolieved would revive, 14901
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"'nt.L. thon Jo:..c..es cccupied an important role In ed itine her zanu=-
scr.pts. Tut hﬁ.:: hand 4s nowhere to te sgen in this. '...e‘.:har one has
‘.'.h...s or & diffsrent mtarprotutim of tha ralatimship ot‘ the rmlu-
t.‘Lon to theds ralntian:u fm‘b e which it happme:l cemot 'ba ‘
mrlttm. The Itct that toth of %iem wera du.ch cbjestive pmmuT
tw lf-".aﬂ o.u gne at the naxt (1907) Congress. vhero °n13hav1r.a. Men~

N shaviks axd 21L the other terdencies met, to draw cmclu.simjdmw w
pmuctivos feg the future -~ dces not, can not,restoro the former
‘&n/ﬁomn relationghip, nor change the ground rules of :-svolution.

'. ‘sha. herself. put it excs.tedzm "Tae re'rolutian 15 mgnit*_cmt.

a.r.d avery'th.ng a]_-so 13 bilga. @ :

L artaed g aeme avans . ..

'mi.s may have WHES be tim Lor & uuch naede&‘ mﬁxso. ut as

'ue saw when we fi.rst looked at 190?. it had become as brsy a year as

the yee.r ‘of revolution, prison and the writing of her -l funous
for

'fasa strika pamphlot. zlot cmly was it nlso the h:\gh poin"' e a1l

ouicli
+endencies rrum the Solsheviks to the Sund and i‘ron the .

who net in Lornden for rea..r’;r Hrea wasks of
= AT ‘“’j

}:enshe-.r:\.'-cs +o the Poles --

de‘ca.tas W% it was followed by a hiphpoint li‘cawise for- the Second

ator
Intarnats. cnh'{?/ \k.\_u’sft:ttqart. _‘Eere the world !-fa.rxist tendencies

debated end whoi® Luxemburg spoke(not only*fin the na.maki‘ Polard but 6}-
o8> Russla,was nlso a dolegate from Gerrany == a true, great intav-

antl-war, -
naticnalist in every respect. m'ﬁ: was a8r/speech m

EeTE» that succeeded in cettins the a.pproval of the whole Congress.,
. il

411 «his we saw when we Sirst discussed 19C7. “hat we naven't =t Egd
] + !

. ) .
Eanappacioprdiy 57111 anotier Fencrass -- the Tirst Internatienal
4
- . \, MR
Sectalist omen's Conference -- F Ludenbursy sezorted on the
. ' )
work of the Imternatioral Socialist Suweauw in a way that would hardly

S 14902

.




=10~

"‘h..s ”onfe*en»ow%mm had 5% women representir

1_. countriszs, and t*: was c‘.lea:' that everyons f‘n"z mm

:.-"ah‘;*;.nan I8 ko nprtesantad Italy to r.ollontai who reprasen 4gd Aussian
"._ncceatad the lendership ot‘ In:snburg and Zetkin und cmai:!arad Glnich"o"i.t
a8’ the m-ord:lmting center for ol1. Kollental did not mggmto 1:&

. drpaot whon she. sa!d t.hn.t tha Za’:;rorsnca "rzde an momma m
Fe . com:-ibu:um ts the dwclepmt af oricing woman's memmt alona.- Hz.g}‘..at'
"‘.i.imls." f -.Txﬂapatﬁqt. dutmomnus woxnen'.-.:_ group bagin funeticnins in’

‘.'.‘ho Cmrmnca succeeded in mmintainin'- X6 gut cro-ur
deapito thc fact t.hat they were by then supposed to be auboxdimted to
tbo mtomt.ma... Congﬂsa. The marnex in which it vwas accomplished was
-ﬂ typ:l.c&l of Luxsmburg, mlcir.q the report of the ISH work, she

u:magsd» creats mfficient "umsemmt“ by first, referx-..rr %0

the fuct that,since shu was "t.ho unly one of the fair 56x" on %he
Bumau.'mm she could assure them that"the onl:r
comradassy ﬂl who hold ... a high oniniun of “he Mtermatisnal “u*eau
are thoso who know its verkings fron very far off.» DGOt gy of
mShs ereated further amisoment PP when she said, "Iz gning
to let ﬁu in on another 1littls secret.” This turmed out to he‘ a
description of * four years of rainful disappointmmt in t!m activity
of tha Internaticnal “urut{ »" All these disparaging remarks were made
witk ene goal in mi%\vc?ﬁx‘r’uly m" ore: 130;.-11:1...3 moral center of
*he Intermational out of yourselras; ard = can only worcer at Conrade
Leticin that she “akes “his addi*icnal werklead upon herszels,” on g
word, she uas asking them to raject moving the Intarnationsl Zgeia ligs
Women's Zureau to Srussels where the 58 was centered. and instead to

k
rerain in Stutizart with the editor of nleicbiel 14903
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Th...u pr:!nciple i:ecame cmtml n 1910-11, whan tha bronk with

Knutsky nnd Bahol occurred over thy question of beth “anonl Strike and
" the T'Kamca Ineidmt and Ysickhalt wus ai outist for her molutimry
w.m E:dod?ﬁt hmbmmaut,h_gmtianmmnhmﬁoru War I broke

)
|
e

o ‘Bao osubli,ahmtattho P1est Intomf-imai'ﬂmm'ﬂ ”l.rmd ..h-

V, -mm. revolaticnary struggla: 1 the perdod vade 1911 central both
'or Vm'& "J.ma'tim ux! tcr Rosa 'lmb\n‘g lfauwar. ainc- l'mwburg

| mt'u.sod to el oy z-afomco o what o would achaJJ. 2 rals chnuvinisn.
i duz-:ng the hucua_débutu with &utslv and Bebel, thl{'m}é; f:ﬁcs of activities
"fnmsnsa 15 soparate compertnents. No deubt shs did not ki the specifics

otvhatmtminthchttmbotmm Babel and lants!qmcl.wquoad

“4n c'mptarz, an they tried to roduz.-o tha sharp po!.‘i.uu:l. dirramws to a E

"Nm Qu.est:lnn } oho way poaitivu that their epposition toher’hu:'ttjory‘ |
© ittle to do-ld.th that ang mryt.h:!ng to do with theix sharp move . awsy

Hu'.xisu chrthohss. Just as she wrote to luise Sautsky in 1907

u:d wsked ber "to koop active™ in the womm"t{ movemesnt, so 1n 1911 she
mtﬂFMJ Fou coming for the women's conforence? Just imagine, I bave
‘becoma a foninistl I recelved 2 crodentul for this conference and rust,

—— jherafm go to Jme @

III THE HASS MOVEMENT AND ANTI-WAR ACTIVITY
March 1911 maris the first celetwaticn of the Intexmational Women's
Doy that Claza Zetkin had progosed to the Second International. In Gemamy
it was the helght of the socialist women's werk for suffrage. To coincide
<h the first Intermational Yomen's Suffrage Zonfereace that year, *wo and
a half niljion leafleis demanding the vote for women wera distributed, aud
tens of thousanda of wonmen demonstrated throughout Cermany, 1 4 9 0 4




T

T,

=]
éi . o Hor d1d the Mtivity stop in 1911; 4t reschod ita olimex in 1912,
P ;ﬁnd, es 13 cleax fron Taxexburg's mporto’st smesch on women suli'rage ‘that
*.m, ﬂ.t m not fust & struggle !'or sui‘tnge. "ust £8 bar activiiy in %-j
i wum was by no mn.a emmw in bar hiamat'o'!s_ call for "gall -
' maamtm fer m". 80 her thbiul aurﬂsg!l.o";:‘.cniv msu.tm-ge | a

mt of ni?-'l.:lan.a of p:olatutia.n women uho couaidar theu- .I.a.aac af pout:!.mlc ‘ K,
::l.ghta a m'ying wrong is aw:h u.n !nfa.llibla sign,. 2 aig-a that tha
m num'bm... Fighting for wonen's suffrage,

we will almo hasten
. the coning of the howr

when tho ITesent suclety falls in ruins -
mhr the hammer sirokas of the revolutionary proletaziat,” @
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A St months tefore shg

8 ou*breax of l’oz-ld Har I

i) sho was g4471
}"-ir:"t:l::a' on tha need for Worn's sui'fra:e.

eucl'-.as..zin: ‘anmnn"-‘:unce
Far the prope:-t:‘.«! bam:eoisl"'m.
For ths prelﬂtarian Woman the

"_t:.. p-oletar‘..ar ':on'em "' her bousa 13
“hole world 1s hep hat.sow..

ﬂnmm's TAghts advncatas ; m‘h\ to aequix-e politd
n oa:!er %o parttc:pﬂe in po!.it;eal .Lifa.

eal rights
The prolatu-m vomen cgn

struzgles, the CPPosite to wiming
- .t‘oot ar real pcacr thruue-h primarily legal statutes.
.f.'.:r wory soehl l.scont. ;_
_ »".(':iqﬁ':é'nf) héqé_s's‘to""the templeof its lepislat ition, ., but to’ them the
L aocial-:.emoc—a.tic party cpmu 11:3 w.rie gatea. E':

In tha mrinning
33 waa'tho deed

.l -'."h&mling saciatg sefuses

ﬂ:osa deors were quic!dy shut - when tb.a war actua:uy broke out and
GIa:.chait continued ity snti-mz- prapagmda.. meking 4t eleap that 1% wae
not .just nrti-smr rhetoric before & war.
Line u‘tgﬁmr bad been deciarsy, -Bg(thm 1324 voman vorkers
in the Fuge Trade Uniony ang ne ies

1?5,000 women belaged to the
Glaichheit
SPD.  The clrculation of d Jurped to 125 000, and tke
war
th

bu‘t sutiing thatr lives on tke

there ware 210

adership bad been made o realize that

they had to rockon with the Bass oppositian

—————
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oi‘ “svo"u"ior.a*y worwn, f{ne ineldent sives the fMavor of Lha avbhlactisr

' Y a.a wcll as chjec*ive s.*ua*iors It vas the ca.:r the B

Zxacutive Co-.m...tteo

or f.he SPI: was neatﬁm- an ‘the fued crisi.;,, w z-emsed 0 allow 100 wozan
pmtasurs into thc moting to air thoi- movancas. whereupon thn women _
hn;st intc the motdng c:u-sing tl:s m..o Socm-nuocnts. &xo of thc o ' A

R R e,

E
L
5
;5
§
B
§‘

E’ncrt (wh.alo r:ng* g his ‘1911): “ihat do ysu %:I.ah bore?
o Fﬂ.rst woum: ] hero te speak.” . .
-’bm. ; B

B T TE AR

by

”&ra m ui mum}:d-s?"

| "ex, .’mdeed and e.bla not I!ke yau." B .
- The ':;!'.a ”Iz _mu are mr.bar:. you must ‘maw that wo !u.va parldmtarim
ozder at cu:- d.smsiun...

B Chorns of Worant "Ab, now we H'.L'l.l s\pes!:l You have nuthine to sayt®
Ebert: "I forbid you to speak. "L,r' ' ) i
Ebert had to adJourn the meeting, but DR ey

\Lowd.) pmT
M the stairs and cornidors vere £illed with w\
bod a2prived: by then.

: [ PN
k&“'—u—' W’Mx&w e
203a Luxemturg was not there, of course; she ‘IIMWJ

mﬂut she rever rested from producing not enly leaflets but

) theoretical
7 the first groat anti-#ar parphlet to come out of Cermany, which
LI .

she called” fhe Crisis in the German Social-Pemocracy and siszmed
, - - "Juniug", Every since, it has kheen referred to as the Junius prphiat.

gle'a.rﬁy. the dsmonstrations that developed in Zermany were mot only

for hresd wui for Sreedem, 23 1g——e——m -
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3:11'.9 tho rwember 1915 revelution, and cpened tzg gates fop Luxambm: ]
tnedon.

‘Eﬁ' m the tmﬁous mmmt of mmﬁgm anti-war ﬂlagal um-..&;,.

m mat«.' to Germany, The grastost of ell events precading

K thoGomn revelutisn were the WRR
farnen/ WJ 197

maluiﬁé\'suﬂam_ was initiczted by women. It was inttiated an

W nnd MELYTEY Fussian Revolutions, Ye saw in %he last chapter

'hbrrver conscicrda hmmbnrg was of that and wm

m ‘how much of it aho i.ncorucmted in her molution. ‘
] TPl
£ ve didn't hawwer.;dese*‘_ba in any exit defa.'.‘.l was the w’

: mtemtimal Women's “a;aminst the advice of 211 tendencias - ;.enshevﬁcs.

L
-olshcvﬂcs. Anarchisty, Soclsl-Revantiecnaries.

Arronstias A peers
five days th.rt topeled the mighty ¢ : ‘ fﬁ;ﬁn of

] leaders no mattor how great., Rathen, it iz magses in moticn.
o b) : :

LIE the continuing imperdalist war, which bad wrought such navads and

brousht such misery to the Russian masses, the various Left orpanizations
thought it risht to celebrate Intermational Women's Lay a.t o TN -
rogula> meoting.. As it happened, the =ohheviks' nr‘..nt:n,-. press breke
down and they couldn't even iisue s leaflet, tut the mezhrayontsy reup

did addrass a flysheet to the working uamé;ho opposed the war, Hewavaer,

of the Vyherz textile factory
the g’m'e‘ﬂ'fé"ﬁe gorically fu..a‘"ﬁ/limit themzealves to a closed mating.-
D " ’ ) ’
e the advice of all political terdencies 4 Mt out

Hln ay

“on sirilke, 50,000 of <hem, ITIEGTNEEm Ehe nexs ':9.—/{ :‘":eal"* the metal

werikery, Lot hy the lolshevilts, who 444 then ,c" bhe sixike: now “hewve
wers 40,000 out, Someone aried, "Mg the werskytt and +he demenstration

was joine¢ bty a mass of other women, not all of thaem workers, tut all

14308

the fget that she :n.:jorit,r oI ihE anti-vas mevemens w—-—-—--——* :

rE l:-.w;.‘-u.'\-_‘ﬂ‘l:e-i B it T T
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de@::;:mding; "Sread!” Whereupon that rlogan was dyovnod eut with, "Down
'.'uith the wari® - Ly thiy time, 'tha thirg day of ths st*!.ko. there ware
zua,ooo stmm.,;bfo Fodabeviles asusd & call for a General Siks,
' m po.uce opcnad £ira and some foll dezd, bat tho “ossacks had not ;mt
mluahed um-,raga:tnstﬂxut Thomaumtuptot.hs*-mmks to usk

Coumhs 434 pot hinder the worksss frou 'aamg,- wder thoir horses, Ths
z\wolutim daes not chooso 1.3 puths it mde it tmt staps touard
ﬁcfm.-y mdow the bol!y ofa Ccmsack's horso. L m:hb.l.o incidmtl'@
‘c‘?&’:‘d tis dactstve Licth vy, NSERPRENRES the pitscns wore
:oponed'md all politlcal.prismors mra":‘l‘reod . At thu same t:l.me. tho
“mtinons troeps doacmded o the T:mr:lde Pahee.. "‘ﬂma daxaed npcn the

. eazth the day of destruntion of the Bowmov mamarchy."(} iy uo"{-&bii'
tho ‘o:mlq' gmnmt was also cvarema% Bolshavilks toel pmm-

ua !F‘m"?‘. - ‘Cna year and two da;vs htar, the Gorman Rcvolutim 'boga.n.

"'\n.. o
T4 et 4 i, sem e

pRrs L v

ERYE

"']! .f.osa. Luxenburg was freed from Jail and at once plunged into the devel-

opﬁxg'rwoluﬁon. croating the theory of revolution that incorperated the

P s A A T IR BN TR P

Fussisn experience but mads it distinetly German, She was reliving what
had always boen the grest turning point in her life -- the spmfanabus
1505~06 Russian Revolution == at a much higher point of history. E&“LL“E.
4 nit cur view of it to seeine it ) N
275 th eyos of todzy, and as it reletes o “omen's

Libera*ion.
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'&a 75¢h emiversary of ‘the. firet .’.ussiar ‘Sevolutton brousat a

e naw eq:h.‘tsis to that revolutien n:ac:usu what wes muted t!:m == 4ty impact

' o en:ths .East. ’.?e‘m!_;._e‘:rpechnyj./‘cacm-tho focal point 1:: 1980. m
the mtalding' rwolnt:lm in Iran, We ba.d, in tact,

one. woro men.u!ng s vory diframt a.spect of tho 906-1911 Irmian ‘
#g, ;avflw“'yﬂ-w el ... cee itk - . -’f'

?;vclt;tim c" hnd‘ci'-oated, for: t'.ho vory i‘irst t:hna :

mywhere
":tn‘ thn wcrld, & wamen's an.hmeni. T ‘ "’ha fact that. for the uomnt.
thg Irnn:lnn wonen b.s.ve 1031‘. aut a.ll ovar again, . and that that seems to

" be t!:o oz'der of the da.y. nikes 4t imperative to take ancther lock at' the
I ~-"H‘I.\[~-esnecia]ly mat in terms of the U...- --}um

—

- Wﬁuﬁm: it not only from other perio:!s but “:'on w‘n‘t’. too

nany b the old Loft still eling to.

LT_he:,r never tire of brin;::‘.ng usg the MIO of the Gerrman sociulist
vomen's movement, streasing huw wany women Clal/Zetkin organized, how
proletcria.n was qcharacter. how wide the eircuhtion of C"_eichhait.
insisting we carmot compure to +them either in class composition or “maas®

The impiication seems to be that we ha? better hold our tongues,
, nt the same time, they show wgreat oppertunism (and m not only
en the part of the men, but many of the women) by vy, ing for*membership

growth" throuzh thelr sreat activigm n sinzle 1ssues that are the mogs

ropular, lile ahortion, sexvaliiy, e 2qualily , and protection of hattered

wives, Wrat thev don't proclair that openly 2 bus Zeer as “heir
14
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urderlyine philosoriy, ' is that ¢ae women in the":serxist novemens® had
tattar i':nt trins the subject into the party and thus treak wn tae "u::i‘y“

naeded ‘azainst cauit:lum by divartint to “strictly personai, str’i:.-tl:r
ceonten,

l,teuﬂnz,:’*mtters which phy such a m\po:lnt for tourgeois women, Itre

> wat ms Point that they are trying to use Loxamburg ss "proo® th.at true

rovolutioua*ias dan'i'. m
stvencusslistsving nat

Aasues,

*a&-.-lmly usa . (I reauy uean chu.se) her name to ro
_ to.uhat 1t a:eant in & d:Lferent historic period.

5 1 S e

AUy . "tosa. I-uxembm-g c‘.i.d not livs to sea the fixst wor!cers' sta.ta in
histo:y tmsfo:mad ints its-total cpposlte of afate-capi’balism She
aid not. suffan through- -edthex Stalinisn or fascism, though she died at

agin

. the mdmua hand.s of tha mtcorpa. p:.‘edecaasors of the e MNor was

the quest:lon of tho :aacuona:y pover of reng:.cn, which ehe cm:tad.:ly did
Inow, tha aquiva.lant of the total ata.te'powe:: we lowow .Eaday, So powérml
1s the i..dea o:t Women's Liberation today that everywhers women aze speaking
out.s #m feminist, Fatiga r‘amis‘swi‘::?bﬁwsw.tha role which the
Muelim religion has played in womag's dehumanization, rointing o how ths._
Koran's concept.of woman has baen used "to give z divine stanp te female
e@ai&tion." ‘

AR
i

Wo are, indaed, at & difforont stage, Ve have, indeed, rassd ale
together new questions, and made naw contributions, 1n a woxd, we are ree
stating Marx's Humanism for our age. What is decisive in any age is to e

e,
concreta :j\."l'ruth is always conerste,
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CH, L2, prvaga— ) ,
2awm +s hear the ccncre te nef-f that care out. I"'s 1.1-'9 learning

3 new knmagetll\"hw W r-:rea*ast po“n" o“ :he net fc!u.'e .fro*: the

: _wo:um in t:.a mrt its el.t‘. A% ye., on.‘“e- in the

ETTRRIT, B LS A .
meetmssmﬂhm‘;rw-m. SATRLSE tha e.....-.tmca ef n.ale cawin:sm"-irh*- nsre“‘

-‘,mﬂ':—tﬁ.«! to bae!;(' st..tmmt@by uld.ng v:hy t.".sre wapro no woman in-the

'. em. c".nar md considqre& ian the’ anermy. That a.+titw:!e of si:upl:r tusning
:';the other uﬁdo of the coin rea.ch.e& its moat fantastic stageﬁ‘ tue
ui.‘ll call the h:\.atory' of the ubsurd I'-a reférring to Gerda Lerner who moved
eway fm the magnificent docmanury tiiat she issued on Black Women .'m
Whito Avevica ﬂ. calling that "a detour” wh:!le she praceeded to tha
. e ————
auppcsadl;' ma.in road of "wamn-centerad amlys:Ls "'.'ha.t would the pas‘t e
like 4if ron were raparded as woman's Cther?®  Far fron "Placin.? Homan in

: : -
ai:tory".ﬂia ¥atority Finds its Past wrenched women sut of 1‘:.."2'

IEEB) Far from Zlack being a detour, we lmiow that it has heen tha
keystone of 2ll of American history. Just as the flrst %!omﬁi‘s Fghts
Movement arcse en the shoulders of the 3lacks, that is to say, in working

with Rlacks againit slavery, the middle-class J}:érican woman lsarned the
A,

value of orzanizations and establisiied the first fomgn's Rishts moven ent.
A Just as ‘he Jogourner Tiths and Jarsiet Tiimans leerned %o seg:ara‘:e

from what hey called “heir “short-nirded" leaders who uould ne* firat for

B T T PO

FENE P

woman's su:‘i’r%/-?e 'tn %he "lagro year of Sifwtiny for Zlack rale sufirare,
partieivation *n/
so the nev “jormen's Likteration Yoverent arose fremfine Flack freedom ghrugriES

14912
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of the £Cg, angd 4he Tizel wemen, in fum,

made ety T '.’qe‘h:'ai:‘..m

'f "'Je are cften aakad. the ugly quﬂstion, ‘Jhe:e are yow.- loya.ltie.s?

"fp:_f thn mtioml Bluk l‘euinist Ors:animticn put 1t when *.na EBI-’O a.:oaa !.n
‘ ™Hell, it mnl:!. be ai.ca if %o ware opp:med. os worien Honday t.-n:ough
nm: the:x cppres-ed as 31a.cka the m of the wee!:. He could. canba.t
!;e::‘cn those da.:rs — but we hu.va to fight bo-ui every divy uf
efr sia...mnt of pcindp‘!.u doclezeds o w!.l!. encouage thov
. mkcomm.i w:ynﬂ?m;fa.liins i.nto the t:a.:p ;f the u‘rd.te male Left,
utm..ing uomen onlr in tams of d.onestic of se:v:!.lu needs, We will :fe-v

m..nd. the thk Libmti.on Hovomant ‘that thers can't be ].i.bmtion for ha.lf

B

.

3 ra.ce. - '--'_.'.

. The umrmant had. beent zemi.ud.ed. of tha.t long 'before. .'m acticn, shen .
the Firat Na.tional Con:t‘arence for a United Fron: Against Faacisn. ca.lled.
by the' Black Panther Party in 1969, had tr.'!.ed £0 prae-enpt the tins -
scheduled for a panel on uo?g:;e liber-a.tion' to allow Communist theoreticlan,
Herbert Aptheker, to talk on/past his allotted time, - The shouting, clapping
women wade 1% cleax they had no intention of beling silenced; thelr panel
m:wed ‘the best :part of the ﬂhole conferenca, :

Tt 1s not only that 1% had bean tited as "accidental that Black
women wera among the earliest leadsra of the movement == from Rosa ‘Parks
who! had initiated the whole Black Revolution in the South in 1955 by
‘refuains to glve up her 'sea.t t0 a whits man, to Fannie Lou Hamer whosze H'OI'K. :
had bsen ground for the critical Hissisaippl Freedom Summer, It is that
a woman like Gloria Richardson, the recognized leader of the movement in
Canbtridge, Haryland, had been toid by tie male JUCT lotlar-=itiz o gtep

back when they arrived on the scene, bacauze “aokody would accert a womzn

14913




a.a laa.c‘.s;- " Not. onl; did these 3lack women not "step back", but scores
of othw 31&!: llonan xoac to lead ﬁn.'ther atruggles and denonstra.te that

703 uho aéuphin

Calten

adthstmwotabeiug;udmraandwhenaskedﬂmt they

: Eu.cm 'uomeu organj.zed thei.z' oxn g:oups.

W#_.- :la ths.t mi.ting dimansion nhich aisna].‘l.ed & new 'mird urorld
not only !.n the 1,5, but throLgbaut the world, In Zast '.l'imor, Roas .-!utr*
Bompa:'te ozaa.nizad. the Fopalar Orga.nimt:.on of Timorese Houeu as %, group

. : H:!.th’in I-"ratelin in 1975, when the :Jash Ti.norese pacple Wers txying to end

' ‘#&5 years of Portuguese fule. She declareds i : )

_ "The ideologzy of a systen in which women are considered as *infexior

‘ beinga has submitted Timorese wonen to 2 doubl® exploitation: A gsneral
form, which applies without diatinction to both men and Women, and

which manifests itgelf by forced labor, starvation salaries, racisn,

‘ atc.... A:oths-' form of a specific chamctar. directed to women in :
. ' ORI B
: pa:-ticula.r." The objectives of tha Here'"the total destmcti.cn .

3%

of all forms of exploitation” and "to yestore to women the poaitien

and rights due to “hem in the new societj which we are tuilding
revolution." CJ:!'J

...1:-ew;h
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- I - -
ngqm the seren "or-ei a Cnien for the :h-.nrc pation ol faua ASrdcan

cx:.'m. (rhnse aing wera: (1) 4o st*-.;:r-:'la against ali -:aclma:fd custons which
s..s.ckle m em" (2\“"0 prcx-o" *he par .-c:'.pa.tion of wemen in 211 nzticral
mdet.voz's. erd (3) "o '-nisa the level of awarensss of wemen o invelive
] . The Zulu. wozen. too, cnllsd
robn]lion gegxinst polyganv " sister to wonments l.tben-
L ,- LR = . The mos*’ dmportant thing we must I learn tc hear of ‘the
| mamm !ni’ro-:\s..an. I.t.t:!:;eﬁnari.can atrus-gles %
rhstar‘c l.t 'thc m-Cmtmmtal Cangreases -as *i:ho simple words of the .
' neant the see

”I’a not thorou;;h.’!:,r convinced that “hck L.hara"icn. the way it's |
‘kolng spelled out, will really and truly noan & ny liheration, Iim
not sa sure <SPEN, whon it comes time 'te put dowm ny gun? ‘.'.Emt T wen's,. -':u-)
“kave a l:-oom shovad in my hards, as so zany of oy Cuban gisters have,s
A

e m——— o m———— eret vma

Ever since, at the tum of the century, whan I.uxambu:-g'a preszience
'on imper:!alism nadeo 'hor not enly leok twice but demand tha.t the ==p

.i‘ight its vary enargunce, the Eluck dimengion had tocome 3 touc:xstor'a for
nmeasuring the intermnationalism of socialists, 3he would tolerate no
diversion from it, Here is how she answered ¥athilde Wurm who tried,

L.stead. Yo make the cend 1tions o.‘.' ‘the Jews the urioritys

T e e v —— [

" What do you want Wwith this mrticuhr sulffaringz of the :
Yeus® The poor victims cn the rubbsr planta.tians in Putumayo,
the Negroes in 4frica with whose bodies t!:e Survpeans play g
rams of catch, are just as near to mes “o you remember

the words written on the work of the "'ren.t Yeneral Staff about
‘rotha's campaim in the Yalahari degertf 'ind the death-rattleg,
the =28 crieg of those dring of thirsst, facded way into «n
subline silenge of atermity,

", %his 'szublime silence of etertdiy’ in whiex 30 meny
sc-eam. have faded away urheard, Tt -.‘.r"s #ithin me g9 st TNy
“hat I have no special cormer of my heart veserved for ..be
gshetto: I an at homs wherevgr in ..hp World thewe ars olaud

birds ard auman tears,..* ,d‘)

e o ok et by e
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il : \fo» tha oresert.’
"7 "L (-J-} The demand, or just -or‘l‘ ¥ou wisd, for s=all informal

D L

N r-ouaa for decentralization, is rot to te disragarded 2s if 4% were Just @
. questim i not wdarstanding the di."."armce tatwenn small and large, and

G RpG TR

lu'sn :‘.s bettor. Nor can tiis be answered in this !m-aaucntic age by -

R Wenten®s Tiberabionists
g‘itq a‘ctrﬁutn to t what they "really". "1:1 the

- timl amlysia" mean is m a bolier in m private proporty
: :_'pe_..ﬁ' kme Mutﬂ'. sn:! “of courge™ Mothar Eu-th hothing of the kird,
-me ;!.s invalved is ncthing 5hort ef tho two pivotal quesﬁons of the day.

succaasi‘ul Ewclutim wnless we do ms-rar them *hsy av-e. fi.-st. tha totalis y
- neede?d
dapth of thal\uorootm; m of this mlaita. tive, sexist, rac:l.st
S nevers
N uociot-y.. Sacmd, we rmust i‘orget tha dual rhytln of moluticn. It

38 nat. Just the overthrow of the old, it 19 the creaticn of the new. (Tt is
not‘. Juat tha "ob:jactiva". i "material”; fourdations. _that have to Le re-
argnnized; "t u the subjectivo uarsonal r-eedom, crea.t*vity. talenta

| . that need te be relea.sed. ]'n a wond thare must te such apprecirtion of
'tha novesent from below, frem pra.ctico. that we naever again let theory am

practice. get separated.

* * L J

" It %s true that Luxemburg made no spacial category out of the

M
"Woman Question,” cansidering that socialism would do it all, But ;W%(
gaeen al*!::agethar too many transformations iato ogpns:!.te,_ " will not be

put off untll the"day after" =« it must be answered the day tefore the

revolution,

What must be brought out is that Luxsmburg's slleged 2mewx

disinterest in Woman flies in the face ‘ \-/ 14916




ot ds el rerTame bt B

/ 1 ‘w ! ‘ 2= -,u ]

Nelods
o.. nenc-ete actl'.r"ty 'amm'!-‘.% The ﬁ&?f&et\ That thg cc‘tc“ate activit
-mnen s literation bec:ma :.‘.vo‘.'.al when the sar "rol'e ou.... spd u:a ’ac 4c’-'

that m wveomen were centz-al to gll the anti-war ac“i1'it3=.. o l:en*:.utta Aoland-
o writans z

.‘ nols'h m directly after repuating tho alleged disinterest; bu‘.'.

m aho mﬁa to kelp evoerywhare whare pecplo try to remnoct tha tom

.thrud ar the web 91‘ m,grnatiml cmactious. \ﬁa}é'rrtf

.M,un' £
< ""Ee;e of intemtimlisn

', A :"’*— £lesders
P ._1:’ i.cn:ldental that the male m{in“ta“fe L 30 easily

Pty

mmm And cmﬂd it ke acciden\.al tlu.t tha mnale Morxists. oi‘

this day. w:l.th ard without i‘mla suuport. first resuted the esta.bl.sbmen’a

_ or an autmmous‘_ mm'a novement and now try very much to hdrrow it by for-

ever bringing out the pricrity of the Par‘t&. the Party, the Party? Hore
is the rub. .

It is necassary to turn to the question eof form of organizatien

.and .not to demesn that question as if what women likeraticnists mean is
. "coffae klatchas", I TNCIDCEIGENILE Eﬂs questicn is by no means ZMATETIRIES

lso
one raised only by Women's Iiborationists. Jiow ltﬁame_ cut FEM of a genuine

prevolution when the PREER in Portugal gave artlculatien to that rew word:

apartidarismo. Preclsely because that is so sericus a questien, it cen by not

means Just ko tacked on to this chapter. It must be developed separately and

_ 4t i3 to that question that we are now turning.
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