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o T'nis sixthf'and £inal; lecture in a series, of classes on "Currpnt‘
i _,U;._World Events:; and the Dialectic Method" is bel ng *eproriuceﬂ for the'
--1986 Convention of News & Letters ‘Committees so 'that’ tha" ‘Gonvention

-7 - can have: before“it the’ summatlo"l of. the’ Unrl-.shopiclasses, in«prepar-
ﬂ'**lnn -an- - 1- 5
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" Hello. " |
_ Toda},r. wha.* faoes; us in these crisis—ridden comter—-revolutiona.ry ’rimes
1s not Just "terrorism in genera.l, and not Just ;n a single country. ut’
nuclear terro:t:ism. On a tflobal soale, then, which nemr bngizmings e in the
absoluie opposites of revolution a.nd counter-revolutlon - wiJ.l determine

the and, not a-f humemity ‘out of esta.'b" .Lshing totally now human relations"'

e ha.ve. on the one side, the u.ndecla,racl, ongoing civ11 Har 4.n }Erthei
'South .-africa., and, on the o'ther, “the nagnificeno Black struggles, which Just
es‘c&blished tbe firﬂtrever nationa.l Blaok tra.do union, GOSATU. At ‘hha same
tine, ti'-ore ware gz-eat rovo.l.utions in Haiti and 'the Philippines. as wel"
a ne'.: a.wakonir-g here of the aivestment movement a.nd the g:.:eat xrass movomen'ta

in Europe -~ as well as the opposition horo - against ‘the obysmc.l depths of
Eeagan' s Re' urog:essionism.

_ Ynat is as disa.strous as P.ea.gm 8 criminal actions in his attack on
Tdbys is the Rea.ge.n ideology tha.t pol'Lutes the alr. Hore is the ‘-‘residon»

- of the 1.- 8.3 tmashamedly sayin _ "I anm a.lso a contr..., a.nd following this up
. Hitb a 'blitz on. Iibya which he dares to. ca.ll self—-defense agairst “'r.er‘or-
ism. a.s if he Hasn 'y committing a smte-terrorist act.

P Hith this bombing of Libya., Reagan Retrogressionism has rea.onod bllCh an
a.byss that- the whole of toda.y s talk 1s entitlod:

-

m.nh..nammuingsjill determirio the. end. --the ‘new developing Yevos .
-lutio'xs or tho Reg@ counter-—mvolution and i *txo’action of thoun:l‘%?

'Ihe:f:o are two. opposing worlds in each count:ry < the rulers and’ the™
: ma.sses. ~'The Rﬁagan degene*ate chauvinistio super—pa.'briotism Follutes 'vur _
air. . Long ago. ua.muel Johnson had ‘the right description of such pa.h:iotism L




rzqhe:n be ..a..d g t“w '1 15 ‘::hé last v'efu{ra of a. scoumééh PEORREE
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Just look at 't.he concrote dissrustiny ra.tionaln wi_ h _..rhi : h' _gg_,:ran
_.t_,lix_ring quarta_‘_n .

111.% h..u 1 5 munth n.ul im:d.n“c. and” sevem.y wmn*uzng i _m:.'
: othéi‘s

of ‘his” c..‘aildreu. ‘threc and :E‘our years old., Elgnteen bombers- flen

~fron - “‘“"""'“d Y dro'a rio-bombsy” “IE u.n_;uuu ‘CAI oe ‘lower” as'a’ wmns'o uw.n

Kada.fi -.hen Ra.mbo-on—-the—looae. Rona.ld Reagan, is the one. ’

It is this iype of pull from the gutter imperialist pelitics of
nuclearly—ai-mnd cap:.ta.lism tha.t ma.kes it important to struggle againat all
":rulers. And 1t is the enemy ot home that Iazxis’c-Humanism must strugzle .
' ag.:’a.inst no’t. 01'113,r by ‘beiﬂg ?ctive in a.ll m:l.S'" movemc.nt.; a.nd 'by aol.:.da:fizing

wiﬂ* inhernd.tional movements. but 'Dy the specifieity of a toa‘ahy opDoa“te ;
nhilom‘ahy of revolu’r.ion. _ The pnilosophy of class] ess ncw human rela.\,ions is

s 6-180 a forco to be prOJected in our daily lives Jour'zalistipally as hell as
'Philosophica.lly. ' S L : 1

As a bnginning towa.rtl tha.t end., we pro;;ected the tra.nsfoma.ticn of
Wm-sr & T"‘thCI‘ into a 'bi-'wee‘:: Tn oz d;.r to become

fully ll.LGCI,-.LCt:Q *n

responding quicklv to cu.rrent events as 'hhay ha.ppen, we outlined a aeries of '
‘Iorkshop/ﬂlasaas called "Cunent Horld E‘vents and the Dialectic luthoa.. |

IH

uet s dig into tnc Dialegtics of the three Marx princi‘olcs in ‘the

con'bex'b of tho fnew gln'bal conoretc cf thesc p_gg thros non'ths, N’ith a b*-ie*P

view of the I'Iorkshop[c’}laqsos! from the Resran-Gorbachev summit to the Iesotho
coun; from's Palestinian in Caza t To_ the. Shuttle explosion: from the attack on
Libva. to the ney, Japan—Russia gg;reement. -

Hare are the three Ia.r“ Principles that form the ground of 1986 ana:lyaes. |
whether they relate to xlor"{.:hop/ﬂlasses, or to Kaws & Letters; or to Volune'
X1T of -'t.h'e Harxist-Humanist Archives that was being finished :h the same

three’ montbs; and, of _caurse, to the evenis themselves as they will ai‘:l’ect
o our 1986‘-8? Perspor-tivess )

+ o

1 ) ha.rx s-concept-of history in the maki g " Tha.t ig +o say, recording
~an. avent ‘both as ‘the masses in motion are shaping end reshaping history and
-a.s the larxiat philcr'ophy of revolution rractices the Idea as a force, even -
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" thé dontext of Both his‘horic continui t7 and discontinuity,\
: pers‘,ootive for tomomw. o '

“To' pu*' it another xmy, while ‘thers is no substi'!'u'be for action, a.ct:lon .
i .—iiké‘-thcc“' 15 in itgelf m.asided. The unity of -action” and 'chonght is what[
not:.va.‘bea l“hrx from the. very star‘" when Marx des;gna.tccl his philosophy e
‘new, Humanisn"- a.ncl unfurled a banner. not only:-for t.he ovcrthrow of capita.lism _
hut for the creation of tota.lly new hunman rela.tions.__: i |

e g

e

Hhe‘l‘her a.n “event: na.ppewnd in th “lifetime, speci:ically, his feu‘nding
of a2 now continent of thou_ht and revolu’cion in i - or whother the event
happened in Iem.n s time, 19i4, and he issued the ca.ll for the transfomation
of an imm.rialist wer into a civil war -~ what all Marxists singled. out from -

| —,Hegel was the mc..toxialistic" stu-bement that whercvor there is life . there -
is movement, therc is 'bhe Dia.]ectic.,

l'am. 5 tramsfoxmation of the Hegelian Dialectic from a revolutlon in
Philoso}‘hy into a philasophy of revolu+ion led him, when. t.he 1&(8 Revolutions '
were defeated, to call for --_revolutlon in permanence.” Ihe second. princip.be,
'Ehen, ig Dialectics'."

'3.) The third pnnciple is the rolationship of obgec‘cive to_subjective,

noither as jmore genera.lization nor something that stops at ’me first nega.tion

- that 13, the overthrow ‘of private capitali sm—impcﬂal* sm, the unmot.n.n&,

cf’ caﬁitalim, 'nriva.te or state, Rather, it analyzes the concrete events
_mscm.ra.ble from- a vision of the fl.'ture 'lhis isn t somethin{f Harx said
“only in 1844 or 184-8 It is somcthinc Marx experiencedi he lived it. The

neﬂ moments” in the very last decade of his. 1ife, with'his dia.l‘.c*ﬂ cal atti-
tudc to. the so--c:.v.ller1 new scionce of anthropologv - 1.e. his non wprcoia— of 'thi
~tion of pre-capi‘ta.list soclety, vhat.we now call tho ’I'hird Horld -="2yo proof/

zle all I;:now wha.t tho Comunisf “‘.anifostn grosec ed as the womcl outlook

mne:i CﬁiuhwxiSb .l.n.u.c_, Fuct s ot U].b‘ r'd.u.ne, C.LhBSBS I‘F‘mD.I.G &'L a-""

volution._ Tnc prolota.ria.ns have nothinf; to lose but thej ,
_ 'Iho,v have a world to win. VORKING }MEN OF ALL COUNTRIES, URIEE! “
_Why, 'l'.hen, don t we rc:namber as well that the Gommu.nist Manifesto was




| E‘cticirg Ma.rx s, 18&4 prOclamation of, "revolutima;r:,r, ;ﬂ_ :
;activity" not only ag'z.inst the ruling s‘ca*c-narty, bllu by-'g_epax'-_é%"i
._ .-l,.rum mc Varylng exlsung opposition pa.rties ;

: 5 “PeTiods, . tieox J.es J.lKe tnose 01 statewcapitalism ;nd_,
i the philosop‘v of revolution., .

The’ ‘i‘irs’c. Workshop was on "The Reagan-&orba.chev Sumait: and 'tha Black:-.f___:
r'Dimrans..’n o, " In that’ first. Horksbop we made clear that the two poles#’bf
capit'alis* -*mpena.llsm are :f'mdamen'l:a.lly the same, whether tney ca;l thcm'__‘,;Q

selves private capitalism or what ca..;ls 1tgelf. Conununism, but has: prov“d
to he a s‘tatc-ca.pitalist ﬂOciotJ.*

oA
S

UiHat $ivet lotkshop dealt, in two different ways, with thé Blucl' Dimen-
‘sion. _ The ma.in rﬂnar’c dea,lt with ‘the” coup in Lesotho, while the aLb:eport
‘could a‘now in pract ce Both’ the internat;onal and Amorican’ Black dimensions :
in thc new expandc,d ..,ditio'l of Franiz Fanon, Soweto and America.n Black "heLgh

Ihe. ‘second class, "“The State of the Union and l'hrx' Cri'tique of t.ae
" Gotha T’rogran (to which I wi:.l rofurn at the' end ‘on Dialectics o.t‘ Organi~-.
zation) was concerned not only with the objoetive U.S

8, retrogxession"mdor
Rea.ganism. bu'h with the class st:mggles at Hormel and against the AFL:—CIO

:bum cucracy. The _subreport dea.lt with the concmteness of 'the ques'tion of
the Hiski»o Lndianq. S

. -
~ A s 1

" Teo question of the’ post—dorlrl Var" II revolutions vere dcalt With in -
o 1ectumq - "La.tin Amcrica. s I\cw 1.;139 of T.'Iorker—l‘oasanu Revolutiona

For a detailed ano.lysis of all threo Flve Year Plans ‘at the outbreak of
. Horld Var TI, sce Yarxism.and Freedom. . .from 1776 -Until Today. ‘The world :

.-'DePress:.on of the 1930s signified not only the, colla.pqe of pri'vato ..ani‘ta.l-

;s but disclosed that what had boen a workers' state -- Russia ~- ha.d_bsen

i-,;.ransfomcd into its very opposite, a sta.te-ca.hitalist socioty. s
o - The 1930a also had new revolutiona.ry begirminga which were climaxed _
TN tz-~-c1-.-11, Yar' in Spain. “ihey polnted 1o new forms of Organization as:
- well:ras‘new forms -of rovolt. . The Gorman. Nagzis halyod the- Spauish- fagelsts
- to erush that revolution, but that dofcat did not leave tho Sta.linists A
blameluas. (Seo also Volume XII of the 1arxistPHumﬁ.nist Archivea.)

ey
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and Ka.::el K051k had a SubI'OPOr’c in 'Phich thc You h stress-.d 'hhe fa.c't. fhat“

| s“ tua.tion, but hmir revolut.iona:wy Jouznd.lism, Ncws & I.otters, do#e'l oped,_

in the ‘Iorkshop on, “Revolutionarv Jouz:nalism an:l thc A'bsolute I‘Ietho,o..‘.

Tno subnro:r't was on Eleanor Mary. in the U, S Ttg relevance will bo
provnd ncxt month as Hayma.:rket is remembemd on i'ts 100th mivcrsa.ry

'lha.t non—sandra.tion of ba+tle of idea.s a.nd_ 'bhc ongo:.ng ob.jec'ta.ve situa.—-

tions in which W Were alwe.,;., -ar‘tlcipa.‘cing neld true for 3.11 c.laa.ses. ) Todav. :
as I stres'-:t the new, the _conexeto of. theso three months, I m roferr.mrf a.lso

Cto tmat was hapnonln(: in this ,Jerioa even if iz wesn 1, p...rt oi' the clasrs'ses_. -
R+

In tuming to l,he way thc Iiarx principlea aro .r;::ouncl for ~urrent
even‘cs ‘that weren t Part of the Clr.--:SQS, we nust at thc same time nevcr

dnpa:rt fron the dia.lcc‘ric nathod. whethcr it is pa.s'L, 'Dresent or perspoc—
uivcs :Eor the 1mmed1a.te period a.hoa.d.

o

._t

.

First thnn, ‘whothér yeu take thn prascnt neH ma@if* cent oxuression
of a Palostinia.n in the Gaza Strip, Taufik Abu Ghaza,lch, who - spake as ;ol— B

IOWSI o chqq vou noulr’l EAY WO hmm -F‘:\'I'qu off the map,

Gaza. ha.s fa.llcn off the ma.p (NY Times, 11-3-86),

B .or vhether-you take the quest...on of so-called. "PU.IL sciencc which y
was s0 a.ll-pervasive in:the 19th centnry that although Hegel- hj.msvlt‘ cer-
ta.ip_ly :p:ecogmzed no- acadcmic discipline including “scicnce” as a.nythine
- co'rﬁpé;xﬁblbi to the .\bsolute »*he nevertholess called his detatled work on-
i 'ilbé'é?'ﬂie Selénco of Logic. The point is not any. contingen‘b"'historic

: de«igna.tion. but tho Dialectic of Humanity's Development. . It is this

tha.t laxxiau-lilmanism 15 proeccupied with « tho Concreto. ‘the Ccnc:nete,
the 0oncro"w of 'r.hat. develomment.

This is neither un-to-da.toness nor- av—-.;f:.




1.
soumd ke we _ , _
MY Wwant o go tack o e “popes asd Wy dags. IN Us & vay ef pravisg
in the conepts larxiet-Humaniot oppostitteg 16 e taritalistie wso of sclemee.

. <ake the came of thy Crallergor axploston, TU wag aisolutely e clears
8t vay, tho nreat SOnCIute ROV Wy W offoss thirglfylng sud rllitarising of
colence at the cxpenee of himan tuings, includin: of astronauts, bocaunps of
tho glotal rvach of ascrican iaperialisn ard it3 time clock, As you saw
from the Ml lasus of fuwy & Iottory on that explesien, the new wamn't s
nore restatencnt of the copital/lnbor rolationship. Rathur, 1t was & way
of orposing the now vay of thincifying husan relaticns, vapilalistio,
imrerialistic nilitarigation at this stage whon tho two nuclear Bohonothn,
out for single worlg mastory, forced the ime elock for the wholo of nocloty.

—

This tho News & Lottora lead achioved by showing Roagan Rotrogressionisz,
bo it in the stato or the factory or scicnco, ircluding the Threce Milc Island
disaster as well ag tho Shuttlo, in polnting to Bhopal, India as well as
Charleston, Vest Virginia, the Wilburg mino in Utah as well as the Daleen:
Shield IHDs -- and, to get back to the class struggle, it pointed to ti2 most
militant class struggle involved in the Hommel strike,

Unless we are always concrete, have as our point of deprarture the new,
and at the same tine have othor discussions of the topic, we will miss up on
what tarxist-Homanism in its journalistic expression, News & Ietters, started
with on the Black. dimension, on Automation and on having both Angela Temano's
and Charles Denby's points of view be expressed in Denby's Workers Bittle
Automaticon, a continuing frec flovwing discussion. - In 1986 det's continue
what e started in Yorkers Battle Automation in 1960,

]

-

‘Take Volume XII of the drchives, noting that the now Intrcduction/Over -

- viow shows that the actual focal Doint bofore the final break with Trotskyisa
.and before we used the word,. larxist-Humanism -- the tensions, that. is, which
led"to tho firial bresk -- all first emerged in the 1930s, “when, -on ths ons. -
hand, there was the Depression and the collapse of private capitalism, and,

p o_ﬁ ‘the_ b’che:e hand; the Spanish Revolutior, -'lha.t_w_a.s_ the threshold of.the. . | :
- break with a1l established Farxism; whether that be Stalinism or Trotskyism,
- and our contintity with Marx's larien that becane larxst-Kunanisn. . That 15
' Hhy we row call the hzchivos "larxlst-Hummniens A Half Contury of Its Woxld

‘:]_Dévélopﬁn_dnt‘."'."-‘..? RN e e ' |

) o SRy
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o Just ap necvssary to laeh at ths Mmeollte ant e doubloscrosecs
MQ each of the alliances =» eoclflendly Jacan ss 1t rolatoa Lo 1ta pew
tmado amrecne=? with Rusala,

Deapita the fast that thepy han bon a full deeade of Mitumation in
thoso rclations; despltc the faot hat Rugalia not enly dida't roturs but
rofused to ovon discusa with Janun the four islande in tho South Kurilos it
appropriated from World Var T1; and doapito the fagce that the shooting down
of tho South Koroan airlinga Zlane in 1983 had hoated up that stagnation of
relations —- auddunly, in January 1966 nobody loes thun thc Forviyn Hinistox
of Russin, Shovardnadze, paid a full four-day visit to Japan a.nd dd moro
than Jast sigm a trade agmcmont

As the official Soviet nows agoncy, Tass, put 1t: "The lovel of Soviot-
Japancsc rolations corresponds neithor to the tuo countrics' political 1n-f
fluence on Anternational affairs, nor to thoir ccononic potential,” Hhether
or not the rulors in Japan intend to play "the Soviot card" in the futuro,
the roint is that the trade agreenecntt was in no senso minor, or just cn the

1ovcl of U,S. cultuml relationg with Russia, 'Ihey sond us the Bolshoi
hallet e.m‘. ¥e 5 nd them Jaza,

_ Here are the specifiess 1) 300 Japanese firms will take part next
November in the first Industrial and Technologica.l Fair to be held in Loscow
in 16 years. Russia. has asked Japan to draw up a plan for technolobica.l co-
opez-atlon in Pobotics, new matelia.ls, microproccssors a.n:i bio-technologgr

2) Japan Just signcd a major agrecment to 'buy wood i‘rom the Soviet Union
($600 million) and has approved a now $248 million credit lino for the USSR.

This is the first time sinco 1982 that Japan's officia.l inpor't—ex‘lort 'ba.nk
has agreed to finance the Russians, du_.inf_ wwhich pariod thc 'tra.de botween

the - two: countries, which stood at $5.6 billion in 1982 had droplled to $3 9
billion, i

P

) The 12'th Five Yaa.r plan which becins this yea,r, discloses hovr vor,y
: ,-mnch in necd, is Rugsla of up-to-date tochnologies for both its l='cznera.1 modern- -

. e A
'W# ::-l--&nn .-:n-u’

Gl ang uuuu&.u w-a-)' -I.G..l. u.eh..t.upment ln SlDeI“a a-nd. the Sakha]i;.l._- lIh.l.a is
e\:a.ct.y the type of expansion of markets Japan is looking for.._ 'Ihe qeh o
Ja.pan-Russia. agxeement is tut.the first step of, 'the new. mlatiomnip. CR
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and that af courso includes both nucloar Bohoncths -- 13 Maxx’ s aultinnom:
concopt of human dovolopmont, bo it of the industrialized woz-ld or what ho
callod the pro-capitalist world, and wo know as tho Thind Vorla, aa uon aa
the shole concopt of opsanization for that final ’mttle, that would bo 1n-
R soporadlo fron Marx's philosophy of rovolution, This of courso is what wo |
Polnt to whon we say that larx's now noments mako it cloar that the 1PBOs
e | s tho trail to tho 1980s. But this requizos concrotization by this now
*' genoration. First we broke with all post-larx Harxists and worked thia out
i explicitly in Chapler 12 of Rosa Luxemburgz, Women's Libora.tion and Marx's
Philosophy of Bovolut.ion. The turning point in the global struggle for '
Iresdom was the rocognition that the Absolute Method is the phil oaophic ground
for the prcsent world atn;gglo for freedom. S

In a word, we must face what we consider the burning quostion of toda.y -—
ORGANIZATION AS INSEPARABLE FBDIi J.‘HE IDE.’\, i.ac. I”MRX S PHIIDSOPI{Y OI' P.ﬂ-‘:’g— :
LUTION ’ VS. 'IHE VISAGE OF HITLER foD T'{E ONGOING REALITY OF P.EAGANISM

- 'Iho visa.go of Hitler in South Africa. oxter\ded itself to ;prodl.u:imD the
Iesotho coup which -didn’ t stop Rcagan from rolling out the rnd carpet for
tho most notorious norcenary, Sa.v:.mbi fina.nced by aparthe*'cl oouth Africa.
which is. gettin very gubstzmtial hclp from Roaga.n o intensify their coun*ter-
revolutiona.ry work in Anpold and in Hozambiqué. ' This tumned out toite Just a’
curtain raiser“ for 'the J.moeriallstic, savage onslaugh'c against I-ibya. -o i
- which Rc.a.ga.n da.n.d to call "seli‘—defense aga.inbt terrorism, " In- tru'th, he .
'_ :'15 th\. grea.test temrlst ‘He' must be stopped. Nor can the activitics: 1n

opposing him be sopa.rated from the battle of ideas a.gainst this: new form
: of col.ntozhrc,volution. . g _ T S L -..s:‘ :

Ihe mla.tionship between the ba.ttle of ideas and’ our acﬁons aga.ins’f

_' tho reaw.tioné.:ry age we arc living in may: not ‘scen to. be connected wi‘tn
Hna.t sounda 1:lka qun‘h a rwqh eal nku+--:n“ 1ton a5 Abs

solute Ife'tnou. rdne e
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tho Absocluto Ydon., T said that sitnified that there was a mcvemont.from - -
Practico as woll zs from thoory, and this involved the wholo atm,gla for
total frecdom in tho spocific post-World War II poriod. '1hat 15 exac*JJ
o why, in a sinilar porlod of Pruesian roaction moxo than a. contm:y aev, Harf '
. ca.llod his ideas “a now Hunanism.” All this wo spollnd cut in our flrst
s ' mjo:c thooxotlic work, !h:r:xiam and F&eedom, which workn:l oa+ the contir:ﬁitf '
Y with hary 8 Marxism and the diacontmuity which was an actunl concretiza.tion
L _Tor our age's tattls for frecdom, Indeed. the _very. first chapte:c ender.. with’
s a. section called "“Hegel's Absolutee and Our Age of A'bsolutes. ~In a word, i
ibzolute lotnod, far from boing any mntaphy sical a.'bstraction. is actua.lly
tho Process of concrete d*alectical dcvelopment in each a{re.

—— - ——.

e

The ceascless movcment of human development, 'through evcr—reappeamng
contradictions, signifiocs that an ond is :oea.lly the ground zor new ‘beginnings.
md now bc{:innings deteminc tho cnd.

- When tho turbmlon’c 1960= ended wi’m an abortc,d revolution, it bccarre N
clear tha,t Youth activity a.lonc, with its d_sreg;a*'d for theory as if :l.t __ .
'could be “pi.cked up en. roate“ would only end in more and more aborted m—

_volutions._ e concrotizec_ 'l'.h_s :|.n Ihlloso‘oh:y a.nd Revolution, :Erom Heggl to
Sartre and from Marx % to Mao.

... To 'tha.s day. neith\.r post-Ma.rx I‘sa,r}ristg nor ac hiViSt prag,ma.tists havc- _'
- m:estle@ with 'the Dialectics of Organiza.tion: Philosonhm the "}arty and_
_ypositc Formg of Organiza’rion born Out of Snonta.nei by, 'Ihat ib -the topic
of my next book. Unfortunately it m.ll take a.uothcr two years 'to complet
3 _A"l I car do herc is touch with where I begin -- with Ma.rx 5 C:t.i'biquo of ~the

fGotha. ngram. wri't.ten :Ln that la.st doca.de of his 11fo when hn oxporienc

X0 N

-a.ll thosa new momcnts. ’ , ’ o SRR _'-' :

oo s o s

No I’Ia.rxists understood full,,r thls critique as it I‘Cl&.uGB {.o organizatd.on, _
' . not even Lcnin, who- achieved the "reatest lea.p on concretlzing Ma:rx‘ .
_\.ra.na.lysis of thc neecl to destroy thc bour;eo;s state in his State a.nd Rcvo_\u-

. quoanon of Organiaa.tion, lnaving himse'lf comined wﬁh’m his 190‘3 concept
- oi‘ the vangum Party, notwithstanding the cha.nges he introduced in 1905

..,.,-«




D L i oo £ A g "“"-, ';"(."“ "‘0\- ." o
B St R RN . ' .

B
R

L . b i s . s W b sy i i S b i 3 25 S b,

goviots in.1917.

Rosa quomourg, who had mado a catepory of aponta.neity. 11kenise ra- !
'na.ined "orthodox on the quost...on of the Party and criticized Ienin only on”
'riie point of centra.lization and docentmliza.tmn. Hho. then, “took gz_'@g__
ti_gg_a_._l msponsibility for Marx's philosophy, not just of revolution Vi gene-

Ial. ) but specifically -hhca question of what ha.ppens after the' overthmu af -

caPita.lism? “That P.‘a'.zx wag Pﬂ-’lt..r‘.g' Lo concre u..Ly Was that both ' thosé’ who

‘ ca.lled thcmselves Mamsts (Disena.chists) a.nd those who Wore Iassa.llnans

COTl:u.uL.I x4 that what was of the esscnce ‘was’ unit\r, putting off ox’ taking. for 7'
grantod” ‘che Pnilosophic grouncl. T ST e e _'-'

In actua.litv, what "takin{ for grantﬂd“ achievcd was to ma.ko a principle
of the specificallv Germa.n Guneral 'Iorkars Associa.tion that*wag nati‘ona.listic.
a8 against the First Tntomational Maxx hea.ded o e e

Put differently, what Marx was siming at in the C::fitiauo was 'to te11
Ma.rxists they must not forboh -the Univers::l ‘of freec.om as what h:mpens ai‘ter
overthrow. in their DreOccu‘)a.uon with ._mmediate activity, ac uivity, a.cf:.vi uy.
It 1s 'bnle ’chat thoae lara't three words werc' fI‘Qm the i%Os, not from’ 18?5
But the ossenu.: of wha't larx wa.s a.iming, for Was exprosscd in tha.t simple worcl
tha.t everyonc “took for granted“ they understoo; -~ lahez,

'Iherc. Marx repca.uad a.t 'rhe vcr}r time he comple tod the- I‘r‘nch cdition
gital what he had been’ saying, on labor since 1844: that la.bo:r mustnot
remain alima.ted, tha.t it must ‘nc.c,orne a total nume.n a,r.‘tin ..y,

ever ‘sepsrating
theory "rom pra.culce. I o

AT

¥

_ 'Ihe worch in which Wa 11ve now. confronts us with a.:ll its coun uer-revol
tiona.ry actions, w:n.th the Rearan Retrogressionisn on all f_rr_on‘!is,‘ —tluuing
7. the UL, tsclf and its "idcology," which we must never forget. that Marx de-

i sic::natcd as fa.lso consciousnoss. " The’ vutyefaction of ;thought tha.t thc Reaga.n
Administration :Ls exuding, is polluting the air for a..l '

'Iha.t makgq i‘r al't tho mo:r:e impcrativc to grasp th.t has happmed in
this post-—Hor“& War II "er'f od since thc movement *‘rom practice wac:. .80 c“e

a.. PR
'clv ‘a.s to bo a. fom o:E 'theory i+solf. Ie* iIs no+ :Eorr-et tha.t a fo:rm o* "

9’705 insa. rra.y revea...ed

# A, con‘rerqafion with Hc*'bert I.a.rcusc 1n 'l:hra la.to 1
the whols: nelevance of that for our age; _w"mn ho asked me what aid I ﬁhink
‘of tha,t speciﬁ.c m ph in the Critiguc of the Gotna. Pro_g_mm ~
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.theOI'.Y is not yct “hilOSOWhV. Rather, it is a challenge to- tbe "Lheorotir-ians _
to end the onc-sidedness of thoory, as practiec is challcnged to- end its one-‘
sidedness, so that theory and practice ecan croatc a new unity, the new rela—
Xionship of practice to thoory in order finally to reach the rea.ljzatim of

Fhilosophy. This is what Marx was working out in his last decade, afton the_r"' S
defeat of the rovolutions in his period, and the fact that the 18?5 atWDtS:}*f

at organization put o pricrity on the unity rathor tna.n the ")J:‘incj_p_j_og whichf""l""'

thoy su‘)msedly “took for grantcd

Vhat is an impera.tive Tor our age is nover to “take for g:mnted“ the

Marx pri'lciples, Marx's Universals, the 3 vhilosophy 0* reVO-sution. 13 the
ago gra.pples with its immediatos.

_New forms of theory that have arisen from the spentancous Rass revolts,
with its chalienge to the ihcoreticians, are exactly whore Namst—liumanism

started when working ou* & new nowspaper wherc the croduction worker became
the edi(cgzr.

News and Letters Commitices at the samo. timb assign'-“d tnc nomplﬂtion Of

the first mejor theoxetical woxk, Marxism znd I Frecodom, and that it be done by

submi tting the draft for dscussion with workers and Youth. (See espacia.lly
Ghapter 16, “Automation and the New Humanism® as well as the Introduction,)

- Ina word, the conbina.‘tion of worker and intcllectual was not limi'hcd to ‘
“the .]ouma,listic foxrm, Yut wes for all our major theoretical works in process.

Ihe Point is ‘that ob_;l__ctlwl_y thc new pa.ssions and: now fo“ces of revolu—-
tion ~- wnother they be rank-and-file labor, Black, Youth, women's litera-

tion, Peasant —- arc vresent both as force and as Re.a.scn,,,.all aiming to see ’

| that ff:hc.,new__revolnti_ons axe not aborted but ercate tho ground for new. human

. mla.tidns;

This s exe.ctly wha.t We arc a.lm.m{‘ at with what we call organizational
" resy onsibil.Lty for Imist—-Humanism. The doors ave open, wide open.’

April 22, 1986

(tonin’s bixtnasy)




