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- the Editorial Statementy 11/24 vs. 11/3= and_the.
. antieipation of Jan. 3,.1987. -JRaya -
. Discuggion
Brief Reperts by Eugene gnd Peter ﬁf Trlp to Salt Lakl
-and West Coast =

- Ongoing Activities
G&W v

RaYa began her - report by pninting tc the fmct that, though-
tho bzzarre U.S.~Iran liasen has drastically changed the objective !
s;tuatlon, it is precisely that climatic stage ef The "changed werld'.
- that has proven thé imperativeness of the bi-weekly, Spe0111 ally;,
it challenged. Marxlsu—Humanism to act as if N&L were not only & -

“bi-weekly-bud a veriitabls daily, and at once" "GG" work out .I.'Lus -"'_ l:y'Si
of - the abdectlve and subﬁective sxtuatlon as & unit..

i The dlerrence S
M_hetween (or: shouxd -Ihave said,. the concretlzation .0f?) what objectiv
subjective meant when it was spoken »f in the Deor. J““leagues Letter
“of 11/3 as an anticipation of what the Dec. Edit, weuld be, and -what .
"1t became when the concrete cbjective situation burst forth in'so :
gtariling a manner as it did with arms sales to Iran, What is of.
" the. essence, ‘Raya contlnued 1s never to forget the 2 sensq;of the
concrete. : L
_ C We all thlnk that we knew undt concrete is: I certainly neverff'
' shop harplng on it, "Yet we use the word as if it meant only the
immediate-~what to do this moment, or what is the deadline for the
paper, or what will be the agenis of the meetihg we are going te,
no matter what has arisen Objectively or what. has come from the = .
Center. But the truth is, there are 2 Senses in which "Cencrete" is
used phllosophlcallx and we -should always be aware of both, One is
the 1mmedlate, and one is the concretesUniversal, I want to repeat:
the Universal, too, is concrete, . And the concreteness of the
Universal is noét easy to articulate.' We have not inwerdized that
concreteness, do not have it in the wvery marrow.of ou our bones, To°
.82y, truth is concrete, sounds very abstract and it is easy to just
tack 1t on as mere conclu31on.
' But, in fact, unless we have g“appled_
with it--and "i4" means maklng the Universal concrate by proof o
that it is as necessary to achieve in thought what Hégel called the
"gelf-Getermination of the Idea," .a8 1% 1is in direct actxon-—we will
end up by tail-ending the act1v1sts without expressing our unigue.

-

_ position, 1eav1ng the Universal, whether that is book, or Archives,
or the logo of our newspaper, “Theory/?ractlce“ as something "tahen
for granted "

~That type .of thlnklng—-"taklng for granted"~that every~7-

ooa, 'knows“ and that we as Marx1st—Humanlsts certalnly know~-~is a
method Hegel de51gnated "barbarous"

To be a dlalectlclan, 1nstead,
is to practlce Zhe Absolute Jethod. and know that you cannot reach
~“truth . of the Absolute without it, On the contrary, you remain on the ™ -
_threnhold and from the threshold you do not necessarlly go forward.g;,'~--“
‘You-can deflnltely fall backward
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Su0 e -apid didoyou not

“7Tt is this which wade me decide to’changs th
ae:thaﬁgthe~nia;ectic“afJOrganizati;nnandsPhil_ o)
. the "Party" and forms of organization springing up. e
- another 'unit, Though they are oppousites, they are not, I repeat,
" absolnte opposites. It is what Marx labored so hard to change whe
‘he 'said that there have always been rich and.poer, but.only undex. > .
capitalism kave they reached the abSoluté-contradietians—ofﬁcapitgh(gl_
. labor; as'well as:the contradiction with all other Left materialists’ -
- ang idealists, exuding instead-a "new Humanism®. -... R

CeeE , : Now then, when'it % .
comes to.thé cbjective situation, especially when you consider that. -

it is something as fundamental as the break-up of the:Iceland Summit, -

" which we had +titled "all things fall apart", I had.the right to . .- -
“4hink’that sivice that objective situation is, past, and since we are

concerned-with the bi-weekly, -the -objective gituation could be very
FLE 3 oot 2 i 3 , . w0 .
brief ‘while-ths bi-weeldy would be-greatly-expandade. ..t :
When the

objsetive situation was as startling, as new as that U.S.-Iran i1licit’ ™.
- vice, it meant exactly what will confront us with increesing the.. .
‘frequency of the paper. That is to say, what else GO you egxpecy ol T
capitalism, and just act as if there is nothing new, er ask new this
- is newy, .~ 'but why in the hell did you use Changed World way back
in the Gulf of 8idrea?: . .. . v ) L e
T T In a word, you-have %o show not just illigeness -
in arms. for Iran, which violates U.S. law, but the totality of all. .. . ..
that is involved with what no one even now has touched in all the
“inundation of exposes, that have been and will be pouring forth-- -
"and that includes not only the mass media and the rulers, but the.
Left--none analyzed it the way.owr Editorial has either in showing its
~deep roots in post-WWII world that showed oniy 2 super-~nucliear powers
existing, U.S. and Russia, both bent on a nuclear race for single
_ world mastery even if that shoaid spell out the. nuclear holecaust
that would mean an end to civilization, Reagan retrogressionism has
reeched one Xind of climax with his foray in the CGulf ef Sidra .
followed by. the bombing of Libya itself and disregard of alspace-of
independent nations, as they are disregarding national beundaries.

~ So omninous. is the present climatic situation, that Reagan must
be stopped before his iwo years are up in the preeidency, before we
have American troops in Nicaragua and confronted with an unstopp-
able march for the huclear holocaust. : : s
' . ‘. o _ So what can we, a lit%le group
1ike us, do while not having 3llusions that we ourselves can, change
" ‘things? We can still be absolutely confident that we can initiate
matters both in clearing our heads and creating a forum for the
voices from below, and those voices from below %c be hearid in the
_context of. s philosophy of Marxist-Humanism., They sound/louder that. - . f
.. - “As-1 wag dictating the last paragraph: of the Edit. to Mike, he
" ‘gtarted laughing at the footnete I was dictating. The footnote
related %0 the Syria-controlled Lebanese paper Ash-Shira'a., Mike
3 ' gce-tha~dat§'af-thisapa§er which broke the story ef .
- ..the:sacret trip of the U.S. :to Iran was 11/3, . the very date ‘of the
Dear Colleagues Letter. I laughed too, as J recognized that so
todayish is the nature of the Marxist-Hymanist Archivist Mike, that

-ha sses Archives:in today's hesdlines, so that_hdﬁh;in<thaﬁpast,gn§m__i

-thbibrésent.jthergxis.the'anticipatien"pf’the future. -




-,;‘say that the reader vas. 'valtz.ng to hear. uspe"lally ‘when the
.editorial was able to point in this very issue to: ‘Tankand-fi e-velc
_here and abroad Soath Afrlca and Iran. N

: What the Ed:.t. doevn ‘b say=-

A-,j'though it ends very conuretely on the bi-weekly not only as. hiatoric
“roots on the whole quention of Committees of Correspondence and
" voices from below so that we even get the announcement of the new su'b
, price .of $5.00 a year--is how the very articulation of the need for -
oo organizational .growth has practically dlsanpemed frem. our vocabulary. .
< But you certainly have heard plenty of that since the 11/3 DC.Lettér, -
- ‘and it -will continue irto-the 1/3/87 sum-up. The peint is that all.
the strands from the paper to the Archives: to '!:he obaechve sn.'tuatien
is 1n‘teg“al o the beo -to-be,

The . nub of what has been the phllosop‘uc‘

nead  of ‘,the age that b egan in the ‘post-WWII v erld--and which GLRJ d:Ld

make =z _ogtabh gtb b*l_)_'t nmi_,_dn't gn't Qﬂ\n\rhﬁ'f‘ﬂ——Wqu 1o See that - as gr BEVEET

divide as Lenin®s PN. had made, the practice that followed: 3tats and - R

“Revolution was so histiric, so world-shaking, so great, thet na, ona" 1 f

‘had a'copped to ask elt‘;uer. what happens after the revolutlon, TO0R e

what ‘in thought (if ‘H":‘y knew dialectic thought at all): do.we devtﬂ op. -

‘now -as the nex'c step‘? : o

i xe Dialectic’ oi‘ Thoughtdemandq that our age _

. f:z.nal'Ly Fet down to thi concretization of that pivotal, cllma'hc Tdea
of Cognition. In the ‘enultimate: chajpter of the whole Science af Logic

-1 found a difference Hegel himself as to how the concept of self- -
determination of the T¢ea in the Soi‘L and how he had shorte‘qed 11: in -
the Loo':l.c in the Enc '=c10'pt=dla.

;a,\ While that-created for me a way to
star‘l: correspondence vith non-Marxist Hegelian scholars, what really

. vias urgent for the boo was w"lere we are as Ma.rxlqt-}{umanls’cs in.
relatlon to Lenin, ‘-4'

o Wheh.. we appear publicly to differ. from VIL only
polrt::cally-orgam.za wnally, i.e., ever since - 1950 we
rejected the concept of the vanguard party to lead and constantly
‘developed that (preceded in the 40s of being so pas:,lonately for the
national liberation movements and insisting that they are a new .. . . .-
“world stage), phllosophlcally our ‘translatlon of and digging deep 1n‘to

.. Lenin's return to Hegolian dialectics in 1914 made it appear that that ,

- Great Divide in- Marx:wn 8till held for the post-WWIXI world, Now, on-
the other -hand, we further develop what in 1953 seemed only the
difference-of % a paragraph of the Absolute Idea which Lenin in his
PN had asked to e disregarded. We now are expanding it to be ene .
of the PlVOtS of the book-to-bes

1s%, we point to the fact that Lpnin ]
datlng of the end oi‘ his PN, 12/14/14 1§ actually nst the end, as he
continued for 4 other pages, which showed his preferenze foir the -

- 8maller Logic rather than the S$ofL. The difference is that Hegel
himself had . made a category in the Smaller Logic of "ill,
'Voln_uon. of a.ctlon",,whlch "proved" to Lenin that Hegel con31dered _

" Prgetice as higher han Theory. In truth, that was only the end of
“the penultimate chapter, the Idea of Cognition, not the Absoclute Idea,

. Put differently, the phrase he singled out from Hegel: "cognition not
“.-only reflects 't;"xewoﬂa, buk cracd;es it," was left at the state of an
“abestract conclusion. . If‘never 'was concretized. This is what we are

" “trying to concretius: 1n the book on 'Dlalectlcb of Organlzat:l.on and’

“ 'Philosophy' which I will.develop further on 1, 3/87--no1: +ha.t I'1l be . 7

. '---mywhere near f:u.n*l shn.nnr the book bJ then. . _ 10680 '




sgage of the chang?)d H world 'hha’t has proven the 1mperative
_»=_of ‘the bi-weekly.@pecifﬂ;ally 43&3 challe '
b
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Hunamsn to det as if m}yem r%)t only a8 bl-weeklj

"but a ver:.table daily P e work. ou'l:-

Mxﬁﬁ: analysm«* of +he obam{ive and Sl\bJBCthP situat‘ion
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the differenca etwaen ..!*,uzm‘:,d;*'"x"k:. \hr ahould I

have said, the conqretiiation ') hat éxb}ectlve-s baectlve

‘ iy W
meant when it was spoke*l ol &EX g rmxai

Iran, essence;l'a.s never

to forget the2 sense ‘the concrete, Wexmki
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we '-rill draﬁ up at 'the Expanded }’\Ed Jan. 3. we' need flést of‘

all.}to 1nwardlze the dli‘f‘erence between what was presen‘ted

at the REB in Noveambe** ‘and what the%ctlve s1.'l:uat107
;@ challenged us w:th/{I don'+ know how many of you have e
felt one am o.t‘ the a't'tr!‘udes I suddenly e}mer" enced when

'the blz.arre Us- Iran llalsonw barst out, bu'c I Sald to

myself: that's 'the greatest vote 1or the blweekly, mdéedfv
a rﬁ?{;}y, that I 1. cou;d have ever glven . Not only that
g.t illuminates WW even the reason why [ c;hange@' the. '
ultle of the book itself, tuasdirkmie |
_‘;;-\‘:;)’Here is what I méan.Ee all think_tha_f we know whet
dépc;et‘e is; p& 'certain_ly-- never ‘s'top harping on it. :
- _ _ Yet we use the word as il it !ﬁeé.nt only )
'1mmed1ate-—-— what 1:0 do this. moment C]Nhat is the dea

— A

foi‘ *he paper. hat will be the %Q:— of i;he me\e‘.tmﬁr we

are J.ng to, no ma't'ter what has ag:'lsen el'tl"f-‘l‘ Objectlvely
But .
come from the Center, w}le truth is there are
| é’ senses in which "Concrete® is used Enllosophlcallv; and

we . should alw:ays be aﬂare of ’?}h One is the J.mmedla'te, and

one"'is‘“ *-ihe cen e—Universal 1 wan* tc reppa’c: the Unlversal

g

'"'-,too, is coner te. And the concreteness of the Universal 1s

o not easy to articulate. We have nomxnat doncreteness-
-—-""'___'-—

Sl _u‘_..

__“s'have z.i.'l: & ‘the very marrow of our bones% ?3 qay)truth is conﬂrete.- .

ARy
s unds_h_\_ra y abst*act‘and_it 13 easv to _,ust tack it on,;




;i necesssaxy to "é;::"}'l\eh/ve :l.n Jc_h_o_ught wh::t Hegel calle‘ﬁ the S
_ W%@S it is in aj rect ac .
§ we w111 @ end_,.ma,by tall-encing the ac“hivm.scs ih ou'i;

T

@ expressing our unique poqitlon.

‘vergal, whether that is book, (1)

W aper, "ﬁeofy/’x‘-"ractic "
. f e S -~ [ R S

frhat %@ type of thinking -l-lttaking for glanted/ 'that every~

bodf"knovés\\%éi we as Marxlst-Hu.manlsts certainly know--
: ,‘Q AN . . ‘________--—'/ .

S U is%% tHe3elearbarous".

To_be i J,__;_a,njlnsteatz)ls to practice theﬁ)_sd}xte
/%thod. and know thai you can not reach truth of theﬁbsolu're -

%
'wa.thou‘c 11:. On the contr you remain on the thre hold,
\___./__:;vi 1‘/?ML%MEE££’§W:S

and” from the threshold youm&,—notj—\gﬁ forward, ek can def- .

“——

. o itely fall. backw&rﬁﬁ‘t is this which made me decide to 'chaﬁge'_

the 'L:Ltle ot the book so that the [Dialec‘t:.c@ aj‘/-Organlzatlon

' and Testio-of Pl h hile the "frtyr -
,% ‘tjtﬁ:ﬁa‘l.-& hilosop y% uné{ while the “party WVM; |

the forms of organlzatlor;, springing up bpontaneousl,;,ﬂﬁ’
\\l:\ res ﬂ).).-‘ ) . N
/ghough@iﬁ'ﬁs-\—te are noWahsolute opposﬁ;ge . It 1s o

what Marx labored so hard ’co change when he said tha‘b there

" have always been righ and poor, but only under capi taliqm

Mbsolute P
have thev reached ‘t efcontradictions of capltal/labor,

e R
/we‘il as the contradlctlon with 3ll other Leffymaterialists
P s “Jiama _e d 5- . - .
. {71;")1 £ idealists a@%—a "neW'Humanism"X
1 "/ TWow then, when-it'c.omes to the objective-_situation.
' _spe_cially vhen you consider

_ thatﬂ’l

. mental as the break-up of 't:he UmMmit, w"llCh we hads’ﬁi!&%ﬁ
e ‘\\_____,.-—-—l

'y
: ‘“_ 11 tbings fall apart". o ha% 'the right to thlnk that -
o nd since we are mm concreuely

is something as fun

ﬂpast.
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the inundation of exposes, that have been, it&and wiil be pourlng
for'th-- and that includes mot only the mass media and the

‘rulers, but the Lefty-has analyzed it the way our Ed }orla]u m /

~ads

Jb ‘uy«% > ’{@W,nﬁqui- iR

750 gerious is the funda-
ﬁ;ntal shift of the Reagan adn ini stratioﬁ, not just in
1ying, which it does all the time, but in actual ééding
with Iran as against what they were tilting
in toﬁ to Reagan there is no one less than King Fahd,
that I-am anxous to write a whole new PPL on the Middle East,
But 1t isn t even some*hlng as fundamental as the Iran-

t is pointe d out that in fact those

were send*ng the money from that deal




characterizes

-

from fundamentalist evangelism to neo-fascist Botha is .
~what got him the power in the first place, It is to sea

Reagan

—-

onary direction

"-ide.ﬁcy.. but it is W the whole reacti

a “"Communist", stsian, a Red,. ——@)a hogeless worker
‘. o L] .

an unemployet%-.—‘fa’fBlack--"unc"ier every bed, The world to

him is divded into @&Jﬁ,

¥
“n

and only tdw, super nuclear
bowers. And America. 2esuperiority cver Russ

Star Wars wewdd
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-even a.s '.Livimr 'nmnen-’- but

e P et

end would 4% say "Erom ‘the Areh«vea'“and md.eea, 1+ would aumvs.ae 5

tha reader to &2 say tha.t)bew»use it would ha.ve the sub;]sct Russia, a.nd
the U.;... and the question of nuelear war and the question of the

futura awating humanity ii‘ we lét the rulers run amok. tha.t wa.,v.
Wb.a.tlaskedhimtofind was S

“he olained to have" faund 2 néw

| would i‘load the whole world, and he hed the so-cauea non-a.ligned;

tions so s..a.:ca-‘i that Tito, Wwho was the first 4o b::eak from Russia,

-aad

vas- among the- non-align.,d gct 'the ﬁ‘m‘!.e Gonferenea to- sia.&a ﬂ‘:!.th

Russie against the U 34, w‘nich I nard:l.y need. to ta1) anyone heve is not

exactly the way N-Hism was resolvino that Conference. In a word, tha .

5 vhole ba,s..a of the new creation of Mﬁqism as it looked to

_ the "ost WII warld a.nd developed the. _movement firom nmnt'lm and the

v b S

- movement fron theory, is s0 basic a detemination of the_

- vorld, that when we look at: archi."a- 1t mveals aot just a ham,

long trek of the p:cocesa of develapment of M-Hism, its ob,jectivi't:v

and subjectivity © notion’ a inaepambla from soures, cnntnni-

t‘ron fora, and tha :E‘uture 13 preaant in ths ﬁodamess.
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1982, h‘. Have we 11ved it since then? Can we practice
it now that we have a bl—weeklj, with its logo "Thccrj,"?’ractlce"‘?
1s- the xx¥wrkx sharp distinction in the fact that “l;h:r.s year! 8
expanded REB is not with the NEB "1n general" but wi.th
the local at the Center which will have the greatest technical
- Yesponsibility, --has the full implication of that been ‘grasije'd?
It means the concretization o.f what we._vhave all voted fof""at the
\\ f Conventionu;and I uan‘!: to s*.:ress‘what the - Conventlcn voted Torsx .
I y not what an mmvmu?lc:;hought whether or not it was voted for
} . at the Ccr_wention.; Bb:so universally concrete as well as so

individually concrete that it will Yook totally new--but this,ls

_sne appearance that is essence appeari e eMsp wheg:

ing '\

lﬁ is a fac'l: of thzx Rgéan g imperial presxdency in a nuclear wcrld

that we are bound. to suffer for 2 more years, Eixve must nct_,__

(
,;_.@passively suffer For 2 more years, but vattle hard\agamst }
3 anu the frnquency‘cr appearance coupled w1th the br vity
_need when we only have ‘an 8 pager instél of a 12 pa ger, is a

atnway for do:mg tnat.




aityet!

N ,couldn't a‘et anvwhere-- wqq to see that

,

.t‘xey knew dlalectlc thought av all) do we develoo now .
s- he next te ?

'et down to 'l:he concretlzata on of that p;Lvotal cllmz_mt;c,_--'

_ﬂ

= o Ide &‘. o3 uogm tilor,-n © h"“ o ' ) e E = P
S S ) o] penu]'cimate chapter of the whole

; _"‘Sci ence o.t" Logic where I found a dlfference 1n Hegel himself‘

_a= to hgw the: concept of self-determlnatlon of the Idea in ’che

S5, of L, and how he ~nac1 sno*‘tenea it in the %mgller Log.,.c,mgf
. = : /1

~ the Encyclopedia. X

e of b it

ccrrespondence wlth non..MarxJ.st Hegala.an scholars. what really was .

urgent :{‘or the book, w}\ere we are as Mar'*clst-}’umamsts in

we are now, fat lesat n 1:..2__\__,_,. eritical exc/;pt for fJ.rst and

e foremo.,t the barty and thht t{w fmal/ﬁc%f pa*'agz&ph in the AI

/l
. hlf‘h hﬂ Lenin advn.sed the "*eader ﬁ" to m— (_J/E', t’{a f

—

Idea of Gegm‘l;'llon_/_ hat Len in had nﬁtreally ended R the S of‘ L
+ 0 e
as he date'i !t{ﬁ -

by

paoes followed where he shnw_ h




_preference 4or:the fxxﬁxkhax Smalle
’made ~

_“Y1953, but he had actually not worknd out what Hegel‘in31sted
was -~ of the Absolute,
o the proofx _.e.uvge dlaiectlcu of thought 1tslei.

only reflects the world but creates 1t“ far from beinga
concretized ; was left at the stage oi an abstrﬂct co
clus*an‘ ThlS is what we are trylng to- uoncretize in

the book on ﬁrx Dlalectlcs of Organlzatlon and PhllOSuphy

and whlch I Wlll develop further on Jan. 3 4%387’-—-— not

that It 11 be anywhere flnlshlné; he- book by then.

N * * . s




