NETWORK
volume 3 no. 1 February, 1985
Introducing Network:

During its first two years of publicction, Network has been distributed (free of
charge) ot a variety of points in Ottawa. Starting with this issue, it will also be
distributed at certain points in Toroato. It publishes épproximately once a month,
though cccasionally (as was the Case in Jonuary) - month is missed.

The purpose of Network is to promote discussion and thought about radical social
change, the ultimate gozl being an anarchistic society of networked small communities.
A growiig number of people sympathize with this goal, but far too little thought has been
given to the question of getting from here to there. Too often our energy is so drained
by single-issue movements such us refusing the cruise and frecdom to choose abortion that
we lose, or never attain, perspective of the basic social conditions that make such
reforms virtually impossible to obtain. Network contends that it is useless to petition
the state or its elected politicians for reforms: we must put some energy into liberal
protest movements as a rearguard action attempting to slow the rate of deterioration of
our socicl and environmental conditions, but the main thrust of our energies must go into

creating an alternative society managed by the people themselves rather than elected
representatives,

The free university proposed on pages 4-8 of this month's issue will hopefully
provide . framework around which discussions and practical action for creation of an
alternz cive society can proceed. Readers in Toronto are invited to attend the meeting
February 9; those in Ottawa are invited to contact Network regarding the possibility of
setting up a parallel free university in Ottawa.

Submissions from readers about any aspect of these questions will be welcomed,

Network, 442 Cambridge Street, Ottawa Canada. Phone 613-230-9868,

--..-.uc.-e---.o.---...o.--.-.-.-.-....--o.--..

In this issue: News Briefs pp 2-3

FREE UNIVERSITY TC BE DISCUSSED FEBRUARY © PP 4=8

At a Search Conference on Alternetive Futures held in Toronto in January, it was
decided to organize a free university whose main purpose will be to study and implement
mezsurcs for establishment of an alternative economy. The founding meeting will occur
Februcry 9, noon-46 pem. at 519 Church (near Wellesley.) 4ll are welcome. People in
other cities interested in possibly starting a parallel free university in their own
city can attend or write Network.

In this issue, a description of the group jrocess used by the Search Conference
and suggestions for some of the questions the free university might tackle. (it should
be noted that views expressed are those qf one rarticipant in the conference, not
necessarily those of the group as a whole.

THE CREEN MOVEMENT pp 9-11

News and views about the green movement; to what extent can or should it divorce
itself from the green political perties that are springing up?

PRISON ABCLITION pp 11-12
Claire Culhane, Vancouver grendmother and prison abolition activist, offers relevant
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" information and reminds us of 25-day Zemonstration planned at Parliament Hill Mey 13-June 3.

a word about our appearance: Network is printed on scrap paper, both

to make production affordable and to make some sort of statement ab-

out conservation. So skip the reverse side of each page. This

enables us to offer subscriptions for roughly the cost of postage,

$10 for 12 issues(use above address.) s
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MNENG SaEes Militury Soost for Japan

J..'iN-Prime Minister Nckesone hcs propoted increasing Jepan's defence spending by 6.9%
to almcst §13 billion in the coming fiscal yeur, pushing it above the 1% of GNP which w
adopte? zs both an officizl :nd psychologicul ceiling in 1976. (Washington Post 30-172-84

Ta) % s
pall) Kesgen Murder Count Rising

“I1C.RAGUA-4 report by the Council on Hemispheric Affairs, ¢ nonprofit organization
that monitors human rights in Latin Ameiica, charges the U.S. administration with respon-
sibility for facilitating Contre violence in Nicar:igue. The Contras have killed over 880
non-comt . tants after capture, and & totzl of &zlmost 5,000 Nicaraguans have died as a
result of contra violence since 1931. The Council alsoc blames the Peruvian Sendenerc
Lumiosc (Shining Light), < leftist guerilla group, for systematic brutality against a
civilicn population, and the U.S.-backed government of Guatemala for killing 3-5,000 civil=
ians o.cr the past 12 months. (Washingtcn Post 30-17-84 paZl.)

NDFers Back South Africa
TCKONTO-Stephen Lewis isn't the only NDF MLA defending Canada's ties with South
Africa. Dr. Morton Shulmen has znnounced in his Toronto Sun column: '"Since returning from
South Africa I have increased my investments in that country--I1 truly believe it is in the
best interests of most Blacks.'" (quoted Canzdian Tribune 10-12-84.)

Olympic Friority for USA
WASHINGTON-While withdrawing from UNESCG and cutting tack the budget of Medicare,
Medicaid, farm subsidies, veterans' benefits, civil service retirement programs, education,
urban development, the Job Corps, Amtrack, public libraries etc., the USA will spend $40
million to build & new yacht to win b.ck the America's Cup in 1985. (Can Tribune 10-12-84.)

Thatcher Started Falklands War
GKEAT BRITAIN-ilew data revecls that, during the Falklands War of 1987, the British
government ordered its nuclecr submerine HEMS Conqueror to sink the Argentine cruiser Ge
eral Belgrano, murdering 368 crew members, although the Belgrano had remzined outside the
200-mile limit Britein itself hcd decreed. Th: govermment is believed to have done this
to destroy the possibility of u« peaceful settlement favoured by much of the British
public. (Washington Fost 73-1:-84 pal.)

South Africa Torpedoes Angola Settlement
MCZAMBIQUE-Mozambique and Angolc have announced that they will take @ tougher line in
negotiations with South Africz because Fretoria is failing to keep its agreements and
making unccceptable demends for the withdrawal of Cuben troops from Angola. (Washington
Post, -3-12-34 pA2l.)

Indcnesia Death Squ:zds Active
INDONESIA-Death squads of soldiers have killed 5-5,000 people here since 1982. Orig-
inally formed in public view to kill criminals, the squads in 1983 went underground and
expandued their targets to include politicel dissidents. The press is not allowed to report
murders of dissidents, und three major weeklies were shut down in 1983. (Nation 8-17-84)

Europe Reels From Pollution

EURCPE~Industrizl pollution has damaged every third tree in West Germany's forests,
turned 16,000 Swedish li:kes into virtual acid pools und so polluted 2/3 of Poland's rivers
that the water is not fit even for industrial use without purificaticn. A Norwegicn
study of 4,800 lakes found that all the fish had died in over 1,000 of them; 90% of the®
pollution that produced the acid rain that killed them came from outside Norway, mostly
Britain (whose daily tons of contaminants are carried away from Britain to Europe by pre-
vailing winds.) Czech power plants are killing the forest in the huge Erzgebirge mountain
range, with 247,000 acres alread; dead. (Nation 8-17-84)

28
Religious Dissident Hanged *
£UDAN-The govermment hes publiciy hanged Mahmoud Mohumed Taha, leader of a party oppos

ing-Isl mic law; &4 followers were repritec after repenting. (Washington Post 20-1-83 pA30.
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NEWS BRIEFS Multiple Charges Against Protesters
MICHIGAN-Civil dischbedience demonstrators ageinst the Williams International Company
in Detroit, which mckes the jet engines used to ~ower the cruise missile, face several years
in jeil because of multiple charges; this i: the first time in the USA that anti-nuclear
activicts have been charged with multiple criminal cffences fer nonviclent civil disobed-
ience. Protests continue nonetheless. (Nation 8-17-84.)

Exit the Family Farm

US.~Cnly 3% of Americans now live on farms, compared with 25% 50 years ago; most depend
on outside jobs to mzke ends meet, =nd the lerge agricubiness farms produce the bulk of the
food. The feds paid out necrly ${i8 billion in price supports and other payments to farmers
in 1923, nearly double the net farm income th:t year; nonetheless as many as a quarter of
the country's commercial farms are in serious financial trouble. With few additional
markcts available and Reagan determined to reduce price supports (which in any case go
mainly to big farms) the feomily farm may be doomed. (Washington Post 70-1-85 pCl.)

LATIN AMERICA-The IMF's zusterity progrum is working out well-for the banks. Latin
American countries who & year ago zppeured to be on the brink of defaulting on hundreds of
billions of dollars' worth of international loans now appesr to be working their way out of
their worst economic difficulties by imposing starv:tion wages and high unemployment on
their citizens. (Washington Post [0-1-85 pHl.)

U.S. Funds to Afghunistan Mushroom

AFGHANISTAN-U.S. aid to anti-Soviet insurgents Lere hus mushroomed into the largest
covert action since Vietnam, totalling about $750 million for this fiscal year. Some of
the aid is in the form of azdvanced antiaircraft cannon, which escalates the war and
repeats the Vietnzm mistake cf overtechnoclogizing primitive people. Numerous atrocities
on both sides have been reported. Ccngress approved this program while attention was
focussed on its cutoff of cid to Nicarazgua's invaders. Channelling of the zid through
Pakistan gives the despotic Ziz regime leverizge to demznd more U.S. zid, possibly including
assistance in building his nuclear wezpons. (Washington Fost 13-1-85 pal.)

Soviet Arms Buildup Disproved

WASHINGTON-Recently relecsed CIA estimates show that Russizn spending on armaments
slowed down markedly in the mid-1970s, from a nearly 5% increase each year to 2%, much
less thuen the growth of american spending. Recgan claims that this was a period of .relent-
less Scviet buildup, but defence spending actuzlly fell by move than half. (Washington
Post 13+1-85 pB5.)

Puppet kegime in Grenada

GRENADA-Elected because of massive U.S. financial backing, new prime minister Herbert
Blaize promptly requested the USi to delay troop withdrawal until "a fully-trained poclice
force" is ready. The one opposition member elected promptly resigned his seat because of
trregylarities in the election. (Canadian Tribune 10-17-84)

Dangerous Chemicals in Georgia

GEORGIA-After the Indian gas leak, France and Brazil cancelled orders of the chemical
responsible, methyl isocyunate. So the chemical was shipped back to Union Carbide's facil-
ity in Comden County Ga, still in the 55-gallon export drums which have a greater chance of
an accident than the tanker trucks ncrmally used for internzl shipment in the USA.
(Christian Science Monitor 14-17-84 p5.)

Aysatollah Wednts Nukes e

IRAN~-Khomeini is attempting to resurrect the Shch's plan to build a nuclear reactor,
and possibly «n atomic bomb, with & West Germén engineering firm studying the feasibility
of completing at least one of the twc reactors that had been under construction before the
revolution. Nuclear prolifer:ztion is expected tc increase in the Middle East as countries
such as Argentina, Brazil and India that are not part of the Nonproliferation Treatygsell
sensitive facilities. (Nation 8-1I-84.)
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FREE UNIVERSITY WILL STUDY ALTFRNATIVE ECCNOMY 4
@ report on the Search Conference on ~lternative Futures

"A free university will be created ir. Toronto,
Februar 9 noon-6 Pem. at 519 Church Street.

ious

is welcome to attend.

The plan to create -

for basic social change,

society;
down int:

free university is the outcome of a Search Conference on
tive Futures which was held in mid-January.

and for finding the
system we consider necesszry rather than expending all our
present socizl system (ie demonstrating
touched on many of the questions
to deal with each question at the
various cectegories :znd forming groups to discuss

by Gary Moffats

<ith the first planning meeting Satur-a
This u ‘versity will sponsor . rkst

. m i

asrects of creation of an alternative economy and social system, and initiate actic ,
the proposals that emerge from these
of programs to exchange skills,

workshops. The university will &7
knowledge and labou: .

30 sponsor a
Anyone interested in Participati

lterna-
This Conference was called to explcre the neec
means to initiate sction to Credte the sociagl
energy reacting against the
actions.) This conference
in order to create zn alternativ
will require breaking our n-eds
and research each of ther. 1he

cgainst government
we will have to ceal with
length required

universit; will provide « framework ior undertzking this task.

Following is a

and discuss,.
five se; .
certain
there¢ were never more than 75

familiar with,
hours of the conference.

leid a foundation for
five st

" Session 1: Participants teke the "wide view',

present, looking at how
situation,

Positive Factors identified:
~communal living
=8ense of communi ty
~questioning dominant values
=conscicusness. expansion
grecter public awareness
person:.l contacts increased
chance tc create indirect
changz first 5

Session 7: Having identified the issues and

participints shift focus to the
into the future. This develops

factors seen as contributing
~disempoverment of people
~degentr:lized power Structures
“greate: :gcess to information
-genetic _lienation

to

report on the conferesnce ar ¢
‘and’ amerdment February 9) of what some of the
The conference follcwed =
rate stages (we did all five
mount of brainstorm burnout. A
at one time.
were mixed--for those with Some previous familiazit: with concepts of building an
tive society it meznt that most of the time
and postponing consideration Gf possib]
However, not all the pa:
and by building together an evaluation of
working together
ges of s _search conference and

the present evolved from the past,
but also in the context of
velop a2 shared understanding of the identified problem and
complexity and interrelationship of this problem to other facters in

my own initial proposal (for consideration
7:ee university's workshops might focus upon
Struct:.e for search conferences which envi u:lizes
in a period of less than [4 hours, which enta:led a
totel of about forty people participated, though
Feelings about the usefulness of this structure
alterna-
+,0ing over ideazs they were already

= courses of action until the «losing
ticipants' had this pravious famili:rity,
the need for basic social change we hcpefu’lv
to create su:h change. This report will lis: the
the mzjor poir-s that were brought up at eacl..

was spent

fccusing on the Past 10.15 years und che
not cnly for the participints:
This is so pérticipants wiil de-
a shared appreciation of :he
the wider envi:onment.

the wider society.

Negative Factors identified:

self-destruction dcuble stunda:cs
sexism repetition of rrevious
over-ootimism mistake:

commoditization of alternatives too nexrow a fccus
cliqueishnzss of socinl change groups too much lebe!ling
eynicism about ultimete answers media distorticns and
lack of un-tary goal influence; tco ruch
too much moral: sm concern with media

trends which have led to the preserti, Es
"long view'" by projecting these issues and trends 1¢-15 years
a shared picture of the "probable future,"

probable fuiure:
“greater ci.lenaticu . eads to simplistic solutions {heaganisn
~single issue oriencurion %
alienation from tne tand
-munipulctics of information




aspects of probable future foreseen:
-dependence on high technology

-greater gaps between poor and rich
-greater gaps between skilled and unskilled
-pol riz-tion of radicalism and extremism

-incre :ed harrassment of activists
-erosior of civil liberities
-more nu.erty, fewer social services

-incre. zed segregation of poor

-deterioration of health, especially poor

~greoter conformity

-one--<i lcd approaches to issues

-more birth defects

-individual solutions open only to those
with money and power

-socicl change ideas co-opted by state

-growing militarism and conflict

-growing superpower control

-emotional grinding down of activists

-political careerism

-pessimistic thinking vs positive visualizatio

-fractionalization of reality by mediz and
computers

-proliferation of co-ops

-crowing resistance to technology

~-lack of space

-renewed cultural and political rebellion

~increased isolation

-growing recognition of need for 'macro"
solutions

-growing desire for minimum platform

-infighting of movement activists

-technc-fixism

-diminishing superpower control

-obsclesence of nation-state

Scesion 3: Still focusing on the '"long view', pcrticipants look for an.alternative

to the ''probuble future' by "dreeming'' what they would like the future to be.
1 .red vision of the "desirable future" aznd an awareness that, no matter how diverse

ops a s

This devel-

the participants' interests may be in the present, they all share more besic longterm goals

participants wanted their future to include:

-a sanctuary for personal fulfillment

-decent & secure living for people with
limited resources

~decent jobs and incomes

-political freedom

-peace and trust

~no landlords, bosses, poverty, private
property

: ful work

.1 freedom

viiual development in context of humen
comunity and stewardship of nature

~bottoi. up control; more comnection to nat-
urc f production and comsumption

-liber_ tion of land and countryside

-valuc difference, change and sponteneity

-freedom to live as one ‘wishes, .autonomous
housing

" _diffusion of skills and self-reliance

-no greed and fear

~fulfillment in life, peace in death

-meaningful work with tasks shared, all work
valued, freedom for meaningful leisure

-cultural, political and religious autonomy

-responsible and moral world

-replace money with usufruct, gift-giving

-cybernetics/equality of wealth

~-freedom to seceed

-bio-regions instead of nation- states

-.bsence of competition

-eco=-communism

at this point in the conference, it seemed clear thet we zll had a somewhat
similar vision of the directicn we wished to go in towards the ultimate goal
of a decentrzlized society, though opinions veried as to the extent to which
modern technology would help or impecdz thic path and should be used in the

society we desire.

One participant drew our attention to Schumacher's

distinction between @ tool =nd a machine.

Seccion 4: Farticipants ncrrow the focus once more to their identified problem or
issue, -ceking to identify what, in the present situction, inhibits participants from mbv-
ing in their desired direction ('obstacles' or “'constraints') and what could encourage . thei
progress towards their ''desirable future" ("opportunities.") Having set their problem in
the "wide' and '"long' contexts, participants can begin tc explore the possibilities-of the
present situation with much more information and understanding and with long-term goals in
mind. Y




Obstacles:
-irresponsibility
~fear, lack of trust
-intc lerance
-self-rirhteousness
-need for security
«lack cf energy
-lack of initiative
-=lac: of skills

~internalized roles & limitations
-negative prophecies self-fulfilling
-lack of awareness, knowledge, wisdom
-scarcity of advertised alternatives
-lack of resources--money, land
-earning a living takes too much energy
-lack of leadership anc analysis

-no definition of problems and goals
=hypecEiay -repetition of same old tactics
-insensitivity -failure to imagine new tactics

-peoy le easily swayed. -dogma impedes search for new ways
-abscnce of co-operative training, preparation in cur experience

-many who. question status quo fzil to see broader picture

-we focus too much on ourselves, not the system, s the problem

-lack ¢f pood methodology; older strategies don't toke the new
forms of oppression into account

-ucceptince that society will always stay the same although it
is constantly changing

-we're acertain how to convince people that we can't chaange the
systcm by working through it

-lack of clarity of approach to tactics; do we wish to be a van-
guard to develop new ideas for others tc use, or wuit until
large numbers are ready to work on them?

Cpportunities: g
-more social tolerance
ie of ethnics, gays
-multiculturalism
-organic gardening (some
control of food)
-more sharing of skills
and knowledge
-many are questioning
their roles and will-
ing to change
-there are ways of obtain-
ing and raising money
-automation is both an
obstacle and an
opportunity
~multiplicity of tuctics
~develop means of building
a new world within the
shell of the old while
maintaining a revolut-
ionary perspective

Session 5: Each participant chooses which of the issues or areas of concern (as
jidentified by the large group) s/he would like to work on as part of a "task group." Each
task group concentrates on one of the identified areas of concern by considering precisely
how to maximize the identified "opportunities' (and, also, how to create new ones), and how
to minimize or eliminate the identified "obstacles'--thereby establishing guidelines by

which tc begin to work towards their shared ''desirable future.'

participents identified the following tasks they would like to work on:
-free university to sponsor workshops, skill sharing and exchange, etc.

<centre for bookstore, coffechouse, films etc.

ecreate alternative economy as means of radical social change
~create work that is humane, will benefit society

-create property for community use
ecreate information/resource centre
-network existing projects

~do more organi ing and educating
-establish Mondragon-type experiment
-establish squatters movement
-create federation of alternative economic experiments

~conduct workshops on various aspects of zlternative cconomics culminating in large confere:
-create institute of human-scale research, organizing and educating

-run anti-political, anti-electoral campzaign during clections
-preservc agricultural lands and grow food on them
-establish new age summercamp (rural retreat)

-establish self-sufficient work network to engage people in such jobs as recycling and food
production (could include work exchange networks of likeminded groups end individuals)
-examine components of existing ''economy'" to learn how to crecte alternatives

There was not time for a specific discussion of most of these ideas.

It was

decided to establish a free university as a framework through which specific
discussion and action around these and other ideas could be initiated.
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nlthough it has not yet been decided what specific workshops the free university will
offer, I would propose that we breck the economy down into its various components and
analyze methods of creating wlternatives for each. This would likely necessitate having
an ongoing working group in each aream. Just to start the ball rolling, I shall outline
a few of the subject zreas we might create working groups in and some of the questions
they might ask:

FOCD

Why :re food co-ops used mainly be the middle class rather than low-income people who
heve o greater need for inexpensive food?

What steps can we take to make people more conscious of what they are eating from a
nutritional, economical and political standpoint?

Why are so many small farms folding? How feasible is it to run farms, whether community
or individually owned, in accordance with our principles?

Do we accept Lappe's thesis that there can be enough food in the world to feed an expanding
populc tion and the only causes for world hunger are political, or must we work for
popul: tion control?

Assuming that we accept the analysis of what is wrong in the food industry presented in
the report of the People's Food Commission, what cen we do about it?

Can we work out & program for city people to assist with farm work at harvest time,
trading their labour for board and the opportunity to learn skills?

- What steps can those of us in the city take to produce more of our own food (i.e. hydro-

ponics, buying land near city, growing things indoors and on roofs, etc.)?

How important is it to encourage ome another to build our diet around locally produced
food?

Is there any way we as individuals can help alleviate Third World hunger (other than
contributing to Establishment charities?)

HCUSING

Would z <ommunity switchboard be & useful meens of helping co-op households and people
seeking co-op living situations to find each other? What other functions could a
community switchboard werve?

What resources are zvailable for groups wishing to start & co-op housing project? How
much money will they need?

In view of rising property tcxes and the precarious nzture of rent controls, is urban
living = vieble option for low-to-medium income people? What are the options? (ie
moving to suburbs, small city or town, forms taking over abzndoned or semi-abandoned
town etc.) .

If we do decide to remain in the city, how can we mzke it more affordable?

HEALING

To what extent is access to the means of healing hempered by government legislation? What
can we do about it?

Now that Ivan Illich has us all scared to go to the hospital, what alternatives do we have
when we get sick?

How can we help alternative medicine groups already organized (ie midwives) promote theis %
goals?

Should and can we distribute information re such controversial areas as birth control,
abortion, growing and using illegal drugs, suicide?

How can we combat the state's growing tendency to prevent us from having access to
medicinal herbs? 4

How can we promote the wish and means for people to zssume control of their own bodies?

If we reject the state's right to determine what means of healing we can use, what steps
can we take to protect ourselves from dubious or quack healers?
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ECOLOGY 3

1s environmental preservation toc big a problem to be approached at other than governmental
levels; will personal practise of sound ecological procedures really help?

Is it feasible to start small communities which by following sound ecological practices
can encourage the rest of society to follow suit?

To wh:t extent will removing ourselves to sparsely-populated areas such as Northern Ontario
incr .. se our chances of surviving an ecological disaster?

cxtent can urban homes follow sound ecological practices and procedures?

What oppor.unities for creating small businesses does the need for sound ecological
proceiures create?

How car the movement to create an alternative society link with the ecclogy movement to
further the goals both share?

Can we demonstrate the expendibility of the automobile by removing it from our own lives?

CULTU.E

How do we analyze the development of the alternative culture to date? What is good, what
is bad? Have the counter-culture press, various forms of rock music, the drug culture et
really created = feeling of solidarity, or have they created wide understanding gaps be~
tween the counter-culture and mainstream society, even between various age groups within
the couater-culture?

Can the :lternative society support people whose primary contribution is artistic rather
than cconomic? Can we barter a song or a poem for a pair of mocassins?

How justified is the often-held assumption that songs or plays advocating political
consc:ousness and revolutionary lifestyles will czuse audiences to practise them?

How can we protect the alternctive culture from co-option by the establishment?

MANUFACTURE

Is it feasible for us to try to manufacture all the articles we need for ou own use
ourselves? If not, where do we draw the line? 1Is it hopelessly more expensive to
make clothes, shoes etc. in cottage industries than on assembly lines?

Can we establish apprenticeship progrzms for people to learn necessary skills? To what
extent should we encourage people to use existing job training programs?

To what extent can we supply our need for products by barter rather than purchase?

EDUCATIGH

How con we make free school and home schooling alternatives to the present education
syst.m wccessible to more people?

Do whet extent do existing free schools provide a real alternative to the present school
system? Do we wish to promote them or establish more Summerhillian models?

How do we pr pare children to live in a society where salaried jobs will be at a minimum
and mocst people must survive withouf a selary?

How con the process of education be extended throughout life? Can we establish a
suituble skills exchange program for all ages?

If we do establish free schools, what velues do we want them to promote?

BRINGING IT ALL TOGETHER (possible discussions for plenary)

Should we attempt some sort of grand overzll design for an alternative society, with
clearly marked entry routes so that anyone who wishes to join it can be encouraged
to do o, or should we limit ourselves to networking small groups supplying individ-
ual goods or services and leave each individual to try to find a place in one of thep?~

How fe-sible would starting an alternative community (in the country or a semi-abandoned
small town) actually be? What would be the advantiges? How could such a community work
with those who remain in the city?

What can we do to encourage people in an alternative economy to mzke more use of each
others! services? (barter system, print our own money etc.)

On the basis of experience to date, can we really trust each other more than the state?




News Cn Green Movement 9
Synthesis, ¢ social ecology newsletter from San Diego, keeps its readers abreuast of prog-
ress in the Green Movement both =t home and abroad. (P.C. Box 1853 San Diego CA 90733 USA
/i4 U.5. for 5 issues.) Here are extracts from some of the reports in the current issue #18.

%w2LT1 CBRMANY-Election gauins were reported by the Germany CGreens last Cctober 30; in
the university city of Tubingen they outpolled th. left-of-centre Social Democrats :0.9%
to 70%. In North Rhine-Wesphalia, West Germany's most populous state, they received 8.:%
of the vote as compared to 7% in the last ele: tion five years ago. General gains were
also muie in the southern state of Baden-Wurttemberg.

J2E..T BRITAIN-Ecologists with reservations about the Ecology Party (and its necessarily
hiercrchical party-political organization have organized a "Green Group'" which maintains
that party branches should convey local views to th: national party, rather than the other
way round. The Green Group is envisaged as ideclogically autonomous, affiliated to several
nationsl groups or to none. It stunds half inside local politics and half outside--whilst
it may fizht local electjons in its own name, it does not define itself as a machine for
fighting; elections, but more broadly, as an instrument for bringing about change. It nay
focus on creating space within, for its members to grow together. Or it may focus on
creatin; economic change such as setting up & local Skills Exchange or building a windmill.
Rather than a centrally-commanded national party, it proposes z network or federation of
autonomous groups. This idea isn't really new--for exemple, Spanish ararchists successfully

-organized in this way cn a large scale--but what is exciting is that the issue of green

groups vs Eco branches is surfacing in the UK now.

In particular, the "Green Collective' has come into being to network Green Groups
together and provide an alternative medium for internal communication to that within the
Ecology Party. The idea here is that it would be impossible to convert the Ecology Party
to the networking, anti mass-ideology approach, in & wholesale manner by & vote at national
conference. The Green Collective therefore invites Eco branches to meke the change indiv-
idually end unilaterally. Whether the call will be hecded remains to be seen. At its
inception the Green Collective can only boast about 70 green groups. However, as a result
of the f.ilure of most Eco branches to surpassll% or % at elections, or to increase their
number of :ctivists, there has been z casting about for something new, @nd a trend has
arisen for some Eco branches to zpproach local Friends of the Earth groups, animal rightc
groups, Conservation Society branches, etc. and propose joint meetings «n joint local
newsletters. This may well be an advence signz! of a move away from national ideology and
towards local specifics. Should the Conservative Farty succeed in its avowed aim of
aboliching elections to various county cduncils, and in raising the deposit for Parliament-
ary elections to 1,000 pounds, this could only zccelerate such & move away from talking
about green ideas to actually beginning their practice locally.

HEW ENGLAND-Last October people from the Institute for Social Ecology, New Hempshire
Clamshell, the Maine Green Party and a variety of lcocal Green and Bioregional study groups
came together to discuss the possibility of & region-wide alliance. In New England as well
as other p.rts of the Northeastern USA, activists of varying backgrounds, but with a common
anti-hierzrchical ecological perspective, are hoping to create working Green alliances :in a*
fully decentralized grass roots-oriented manner. Many are concerned that their commitmer =
to decertralism and grass roots democracy, which are .-ucial elements in the European Gre:n
movements, may not be fully shured by people who are representing themselves as Green
spokespeople...there are rumours of plans for national offices, large foundation grants,
paid travelling organizers and a national "Green' program to be drafted by a closed network
of "experts." Muny believe that this is completely antithetical to democratic Green princip-
les, citing experience in the enti-nuclesr power movement of the late 1970s and and the
anti-Vietnam war movement of the sixties to show that recl communication and solidarity
suffers under centralized coordinating committees cnd offices and national media figures,
but thrives on direct personsl contact among individuals corresponding and travelling on
thetr own or with LOCAL group sponsorships.



GREEN FOLITICS: CAN IT VORK HERE? %

by Don Alexander

Recent years have seen the phenomenal growth of "green" politics in Europe. This has
given rite to attempts to apply the Green "formula" to North aAmerica. While the philosophy
underlying the European Green movement is largely unfamiliar to Canadians, the North Ameri-
can "New: Left" had a hand in creating it with its emphasis pn humznism, democracy and non-
violence (as in the early SDS.) The success of the Green:t has & number of interesting &s-
pects. Inasmuch as the Greems are "left," they represent the first major breakthrough
progressive force: in the West have scored in 15 yecrs (apart from the women's movement. )
That the traditional left becomes more marginalized by comparison is cause for reflection.

But success has its seamy side. There are those who, with the best of intentions,
would import Green movement slogans lock, stock and barrel with little regard for Canada's
unique conditions and traditions. And there are always opportunists willing and anxious to
jump onto trendy new bandwagons. In Cuncda, in the past couple of years, Green parties
have sprung up, beginning in B.C. and sprezding into Cntario. A ''founding convention" for
2 nationul Green Party was held a year ago last November, but participants were unable to
agree on structure and goals. At present, & loose federation exists with chapters in
British Columbia, Ontario, Quebec, and the prairie provinces. The distinguishing feature,
for me, oi the Canadian Green effort is its overemphasis on electoral politics and its att-
empt to build a party within « movement. Vhatever the wisdom of forming parties, in Europe
the parties developed organically cut of & Green MOVEMENT (ecology, peace, squatters,
counter-culture.) Green Party spokespeople clcim to represent such @ movement here, but a
handful of individuals working around peace and ecology issues does not a movement make.
Except fcr B.C., where the Party plans to run in municipal elections, the Greens' electoral
efforts have been devoted to politicking at the federal level, rather than working from the
grassroots up. Despite statements to the contrary, running in elections seems to have been
the Greens' sole activity to date.

In the U.S., the "green' phenomenon has followed a somewhat different course. In May
of 1984, . North American Bioregional Congress got the "green'" ball rolling, inspired in
part by Iritjof Capra and Charlene Spretnak's book "Green Folitics: The Global Promise.' In
August, a national meeting was held in St. Paul's, linnesota where it was decided to go
back to the regions to build up strength before reconvening on a national level. Regional
meetings since have been held in areas like New Englznd, where the resulting ''Committees of
Correspondence' have produced u bold and interesting document entitled "Green Politics in
New England?" 1In it they elaborate a "eraditional programme! for dismantling technocracy
and setting up a decentralized, ecological society. For instance, they advocate an interim
programme of '"non-nuclear, no surrender border defence,' which involves the destruction of
997 of the U.S.'s nuclear arsenal, the reactivation of citizen's militias, and the retent-
jon of some non-nuclear weapons for territorial security. Some would argue that their progs
ramme for disarmament concedes too much to the military, but the point is they tackle the
difficult problems of 'how do we get there from here" znd tcke into account the public's
desire for defendable borders. That such a visionary document is uppearing at the beginn-
ing of the "Party-building' process 2nd not at the end (the Canadian Greens have yet to
produce one) is indicative of a difference in approach.

The -ignificant features of the document (which Canadian Greens would do well to learn
from) :re its emphasis on being rooted in native traditions, and the importance of strength-
ening community. This no dcubt reflects the influence of Murray Bookchin, long-time writer
and activist, whose work '"Post-Scarcity Anarchism'" achieved a fairly wide circulation in
the e.rly 70's. Bookchin, who moved from New York to Vermont and founded the Institute for
Soci.l Ecology in 1973, has written extensively about these issues. For instance, in a
recent srticle in Vermont's River Valley Voice, he writes:
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We have radical libertarian, populist traditions of our own that are more meanirgful
t~ the American people at large than the European radical traditions that have been
‘_.lining in Europe itself over the past few decades. OCur libertarian traditions,
stripped of their egoistic and proprietarian features, are worth preserving in then-
sclves, not as a means to achieving more radical ends.
The sar. oint is relevant to Canada. Our libertarien traditions are disjointed, but are
worth u.ravelling. They include the spirit of self-reliance and human scale charac:sristic
of the aritimes, the populism of the prairies. the spirituality and respect for Earth of
Nativ: znd Inuit peoples, the I.W.¥W. tradition in B.C., the Doukhobors, the strong commun-
{taricnism of French and English settlers, the Memnonites and Amish, and a variety of imouls
fron Can da's immigrant population.

In contrast with the Canazdicn Green Party's erphasis on elections, Bookchin nctes that:
...there is another kind of politics that we -~“ten ignore in the name of "elec:oral
pclitics' or "independent political action." This type of politics includes extrapar-
1i uentary forms like peace and antinuclear _voups, food cooperatives, communes,
affinity groups, feminist, ethnic and religicus srganizetions. It is an ORGANTIC
politics that is based on grass.oots education, not mass mobilization. The porer I*
primarily seeks is empowerment ¢f citizens ratl. .= than the election of officials--
ci-izens who can freely ussociate and mutually support each other with a view toward
re-empowering the public as a whole. It seeks Lo create a body politic and a meaning-
ful public opinion oriented toward a broad vision of sccial change and public iavelve-
ment in the problems of our time. Such a politics is institutionali ed not around a
party structure, but genuine popular forms like neighbourhood councils, town m:etings,
local associations and citizens' initiative groups, &3 well as the countercultural
forms that remain from the sixties. GCoalitions of this kind are ongoing forum: for
enlightening people as well as politically activating them. This kind of politics
represents the only real break we can méke wich the long, dismal history of failures
and betrayals that mark 80 many earnest efforts for "independent political acticn."
For Bo 'chin, the community is the authentic locus for socizl change, and not the factory
or elcctoral district:
To d1sengage ourselves from the existing cocial machinery, to create a domain to meet
onc's needs as a human being, to form a public sphere in which to function s part of
2 -rotoplasmic body politic--all caa be summed up in a single word: reempowermants

B
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sle cannot fight the system as individuals, but only as members of a social organ=-
ism. ditionally, the most powerful popular struggl :s have been waged not by people
imbue . with dogma, but commun:ities whose integrity and way of life have been threatened by
hostile forces. The farmers and fishermen of Cipe Breton (in the recent herbicide battie)
are = case in point. As individuals and as "nasses. ' people are so much grist for the
mill of manipulative politics, but in communities ihew recover their humanity. FPolitics
becomes . n expression znd defence of o community'c 1if> energies--a natural extensiocn of
one's everyday concerns, drives, needs and passions. loreover, revitalized communities
offer the key to social recomstruction. Only when we live in a setting within the
comprehension of a single human being will it be p ssible to humanize work, practic:
paerticipatory democracy, znd heal the riift between ourselves and nature and between ouz-
selves nd other human beings.
PRISCONERS A PROFITABLE BUSINESS

a letter from GClaire Culhene

Building more prisons to cure crime is like building more toilets to cure diarrhea.
from: Prisoners Coalition Newslettor, Santu Fe New Mexico.
Thanks for NETWORK Solstice issue-~-much enjoyed, as always. Only wish you couid Tind
better facilities--I can just see the old-style Gestetner grinding away. At least so far ;
can manage to distinguish between “pariah' and "parish" from the contents of the sggtence.
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I'm juct beginning to re-surface so forgive my giddiness. Final MSS rushed off to Black
Rose hich should see the light of day come end of March under the title STILL BARKED
FROM P..ISON; sub-title may be (but not decided yet) WHY PRISONS AT ALL? which is what

cok is all about, providing firm reasons. Sure wish I could join your Search Con-
later this month--one of the many times I curse the size of this country. It
so counterproductive when it comes to trying to get together--regional/provincial/
nei;bbourhood conferences of course have to substitute--but, still!

Viewing the problem from prison abolition focus, the best way I can find to deal with
it is tc immediately settle for short term/long term goals. So, by striving to help keep
prisoncrs alive and well, this does not conflict with striving to abolish the prison system
altogether. In fact it is to ensure that there will be that many more around to help with
the task. Keeping close to the guideline "as few prisoners for as short a time as poss-
ible" cne is obviously not supporting and reinforcing the system, which must have growing
numbers incarcerated to feed into the vested interests and prison industry. The Criminel
(In)Justice System employs 108,3€6 of which the Correctional Service Canzda--prison system
to you--employs 10,883. Over 15% of the total figure of course are classified as admin-
istration, &nd the totel bill has reached the three billion mark by 1984. Add to that
picture the profits from CORCAN (derived from Corrections Canada) whose revenue (generated
through sales of menufactured goods) amounted to §10,308,000 during 1983, a 338% increase
over 1981-8Z, and the value of agricultural products produced during 1982-3 was $1,280,000,
an increase of 28.5% over 1981-82.

While prisoners are considered liabilities to the tune of 50,000 and $62,000 per
male and female maximum security prisoner respectively, they can z1lso be seen to be assets
us they generate hundreds of contracts, thousands of jobs and millions of dollars of profi
for CORCAN (not for the taxpeyer.) 4ll of which--and more, much more--in forthcoming book
Place th  above alongside the rising number of suicides and deaths and what happened at
Archembault, and the sneaky quiet construction boom as additions are being built to exist-
ing prisons all over the place--why upset the public about decisions &s to WHERE to build
the next prison.

To get back to your January conference, wish I had time to join in the very important
debzte on where the non-violent C.D. actions should go and all those ramifications. There
hercly a question listed on page seven (of previous Network) which doesn't whet my appet-
jte. However, must clear up mountain of becklog correspondence so I can get our 25 day/25
year campaign rolling. I hope you're reserving Mey 15-June 6 for our project on the Hill.
1'11 be getting back to you long before then with carefully laid plans for the 25 workshop
we hope to offer in that period.

Editor's note: with her letter Claire sent an excerpt from Black Rose's 1984 and after:

Canada jails more people then any other industrialized western country, except the
USA. Canada's rate of incarceration is 150 persons out of every 100,000 (calculated from
data in Solicitor-Generzl's Report 1987-3). The USi's rate is 217. Other countries have
much lower incarceration rate, €.ge "for England and Wales it is 85, France 67, Sweden 65,
Netherlands 28." With a 27% increase in the Federal prison population since 1980-~from
9,242 to 12,001--Dennis Finlay, spokesperson for the Sclicitor-General (sportswriter
turned instant prison expert) still maintains the penitentiaries are ''coping fairly well
...we can't build overnight, and it takes six or seven years' lead time to build a major
institution.'" New institutions would thus have to be built every four months if they
were to keep up with the dramatic increase in the prison population. Mr. Finlay offems”
the further insightful conclusion that since 1, ,.there are more prisoners coming in than
going out...it puts = strain on resources.'" The latest estimates quoted from the constru
tion ccsts for Renous Maximum Seccurity--Canada's Alcatraz--(formally named Atlantic
Institutions..108 miles north-east of Monc ton. . .works out to $228,000 per cell or 30% mor
than onv other GCanadian stitution...znd goes cgainst what every study on the locagion of
prisonr has recommended, chorges Real Jubinville of the Canadian Association for the
Preven:i.ion of Crime.




