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HENG REIEES Reagan Mzkes Poor Suffer 5
SA-The number of people living in poverty (incomes under $10,200) in the USA has climbed
to 35.3 million, increasing nearly 40% since Reagan took over among famjlies with children be-
low the age of six. One out of ecvery four Americun children below age six was poor in 1983.
Nearly 50% of all black ¢hildren in the same age group are poor, and those numbers are rapidly
increasing. Reagan-has severely cut back social [rograms aimed at helping poor children; food
stamps have been cﬁc back by $¢ billion, welfare by $1.5 billion, child nutrition ({ncluding
the school lunch program) $1 billion, Medicaid §1 billion. Spending for low income programs
was reduced by-1/6, over $6 billion, 1981-4. Nearly three million fewer children eat school
lunches; 500,000 fewer get school breakfasts; fewer mothers and children are helped by commun-
ity health centres and day care programs. In 1980 a fumily of four living on the poverty line
paid $457 in federal taxes; today the same family pays $1079. Real tax burdens for families
on the poverty line have risen from 5.5% in 1980 to 10.1% in 1984. (Village Voice 11-9-84 pll).

Peaée Camp Lesists Eviction
GREENHAM CCMMONS, ENGLAND-Women peace protesters -t the cruise missile base here have

forestalled the latest eviction gttempt when o High Court judge acknowledged that a :0-foot-
wide piece of land was not coverved by the Ministry of Trunsport's eviction order. Hundreds of
previous evictions have failed to remove the campers whc set up again at different points on
3:e base's perimeter, while increasing the group's publicity and support. At one point, the

nistry dumped tons of rubble on--the camp site and the women turned it into a rock garden.
(Manchester Guardian 73-9-84-p5.)

Fewer Hours Means More Jobs
- HCOLLANDeThe two major Dytch-érade union federations and opposition Labour party are press-
ing for o reduction of the work week to 36 hours by 1986. Last Jenusry several Dutch companies
did shorten the work week, and of these 40% will have increased their work force by the end of
1984, (Canadian Tribune 10=%<84,)-

Police Viclence Mounts

GKEAT BRITAIN«Once noted for its relctive tolerance, the British police force is acquiring
a Gestapo image as it enforces the-Thatcher govermment's brutal decrees. British miners, strik
ing to save 2Q,Q00 jobs the govermment wants to eliminate, zre frequently arrested and tortured
by police; 3,758 were arrested March l4-June 8, Folice are also threatening their wives with
errest for "hayboyring' travelling miners from othcr districts who are helping to mobilize
strike support. Police frequently uttack strikers with clubs, horses and vicious dogs; two
miners have been killed by scabs; news cf pclice atrocities is censored from the press. The
dockers' union has launched two national support strikes, while other unions including transpor
workers, seamen and doctors have shown active support. (Canadian Tribune 3e9-84.)

Report on Children's Deaths Censored
NEW YORK ClEYeUnder political pressure, the city investigations commissioner has altered a
report which originally attacked the role of the city's Special Services for Children for cover
ing up the 88C's role in the death of nine physically zbused children, (Village Voice 4«9-84,)

. Sexist Eneertainment for Republican Women
DALLASeOne highlight of the recent Republican convention here (characterized in the New
Republic as a gathering of "greedheads, Berbie dolls and fundsmentalist Ayztollahs') wes a re-
ception for Jeanne Kirkpatrick and Reagan's women cabinet ministers. Entertainment was provide
by a conga line of nearly neked black women who weaved through the crowd tc the beat of a cdhga
drum, whooping and chanting., (Village Foice 4-9-84.)

e Peasants Murdered in Brazil
BRAZILeWhile the government claims that seven million acres of land have been confiscated
for land reform, Brazil still has 10 million rural families who don't own their own landdespite
a relatively small population-(130 million) and more unused, zrable land than any other country.
Peasunts and sharecroppers are evicted by hydroelectric schemes, cattle ranchers and speculators
Those who resist are often murdered; others defend themselves, creating a civil war in which
dozens have died in the past cuo\mon;hs in Parc state, Amazon. (Menchester Guardian 16«9-84.)
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NEWS BRIEFS Farm ‘orkers Losing Ground 3

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY, CALIF-Of the eleven U.S. communities with the highest proportion
of welfere recipients, six are in this valley. Cesar Chavez's United Ferm Workers Union
has been powerless to stop growers from cutting wages to the minimum level, and the number
of workers under UFW contracts has been cut in half since the boycott victories in the
early 1970s. The union now devotes its resources to electioneering and computer-directed
boycotts of food chains that stock non-union lettuce; there is little or no picketing and
the last major strike was six years ago. By launching endless appeals, the growers are
invalidating the state's farm labour low. Workers are still killed and meimed; at least
one was shct to death in 1983. (Village Voice 14~8-84.)

Isracli Prisoners Maimed
LEBANON-Chemical tests by Israel on Falestinien prisoners have resulted in many
prisoners at Ramallah prison being scverely burned, developing grave lung diseases, and in
some cases losing their sight and hearing. Israel has occupied Southern Lebanon since
1982 despite U.N. calls for its withirawal. (Canadian Tribune 2738-84.)

UN Rejects South Africenm Constitution
UNITED NATIONS-On 17 August the Security Council rejected South Africa's mew constit-

ution, declaring it and the elections plonned in connection with it null and void. The
resolution declared that the new constitution is contrary to the principles of the UN
Charter, and that its enforcement would further aggravate the "already explosive situation
prevailing inside apartheid South Africa.” (The constitution provides separte parliamentary
chambers for Asian and mixed-race &outh Africans while continuing to deprive blacks of the
_vote.) The resolution was adopted by a vote of 13 in favour, with the USA and UK abstain-
ing. Elsewhere at the UN, the Acting Ch:zirman,of the Specizl Committee against Apartheid
has urged all Governments, organizations 2nd individuals to condemn the arrest and detent-
jon of a number of South African leaders who had been calling for a boycott of the constit-
utional elections. (UN Weekly News Summary 24-8-84.)

Suppression of Minorities Examined

GENEVA-Highlights of reports to the UN Sub-Commission on the Prevention of Discrimin-
ation and Protection of Minorities in August included:

-a request by 34 Nobel Prize Laureates to send an independent observer to the USSR to
locate physicist Andrei Sakharov and his wife.

-the British Anti-Slavery Society told the Sub-Commission that Kenyan security forces
had killed 300-1400 noma ic herdsmen in northern Kenya earlier this year, after subjecting
them to three days of beatings and torture.

-Amnesty International reported that the Sudan had imposed 58 sentences of public
amputetion since introducing 2 penal code based on Islamic law last September.

-expert testimony that in Sri Lanka hundreds of Tamil people including women and
children had been killed by security forces.

-observer reports on the gravity of the situation facing black South Africans.

-a report that rights and fundoment:l freedoms of ten million Kurds living in Turkey
are being consistently and systematically violated. (UN Weekly News Summary 24-8-84.)

1.8 Million Afghon Refugees
IRAN-The U.N. High Commissioner fcr Refugees will open its first permanent office in
Iran to increase aid to people fleeing the fighting in Afghanistan, estimated by the
Iranian Government to number 1.8 milliom. Cver $7 million will be spent on assisting .
Afghan refugees this year, ~nd considerably more next. UNHCR has alsoc made an allocation
of $300,000 to cover the needs of asylum séekers from the Indonesian province of Irian Jays
in Papua New Guinea, where many have died from hunger. (UN Weekly News Summary 31-8-84).

Namibia Still Under Scuth African Military Occupation
NEW YORK-August 27, Namibiz Day, was marked by o message from the UN General Assembly
President that the UN is still battling to assume effective control of Namibiaj; South
Africa continues to ignore severazl UN resolutions. (UN Weekly News Summiry 31-8-84.)




NEWS BRIEFS 4
Felice Massacre Indonesicns

INDONESIA-At least 25 people were killed in Jekarto's worst outbreak of violence in ten
years, when a demonstration by Muslim groups turned into a riot and the military opened fire.
The Muslims helped the present military government take power in the mid-60s, but are disen=
changed by its dependence on western capital and ideas, forsaking of Islamic values, and deny-
ing them political power. Many fear that the governmert's insistence that they adopt the
state ideclogy of Pancasila, a 5-point doctrine emphasizing religious freedom is really a plas
to force them to renounce their Muslim identity. (Christian Science Monitor 13-9-34.)

CIA Bombs Nicaragua
NICARAGUA-Two intelligence sources have confirmed that the CIA supplied four plenes used
in a September 1 attack the U.S.-backed rebels against = Nicarsguan military school. The U.S.
built airfield of Aguicate, Honduras wes used to mount the attack (Christian Science Monitor
13-9-84.) By supplying the planes at little or nc cost to the rebels, the U.S. government
circumvents & $24 million cap imposed by Congress on U.S. spending for the covert war.
(Christien Science Monitcr 13-9-84.)

Chinese Priscners Slaughtered and Tortured

CHINA-From its Lendon headquarters, Amnesty Internztional has urged China to adopt wide-
ranging reforms to protect humen rights. It repcrts: "In priscns, detention centres and labou
camps throughout China are held priscners of conscience detained solely for the non-viclent
exercise of their humon rights." Sever:l thousand executions cccurred in August-October 1983,
some for serious crimes and others for minor offences such as hanging & "counter-revclutionary
banner from a hotel window. Many of thcse executed were in groups of 15 to 40 who were parade
in public in the streets or during mass rallies snd then shot. Since 1981 China has doubled
the number of offences carrying the deuth penaltys they include theft, briber y, molesting
women, gang fighting, drug trafficking und pimping. Political prisoners are held in solitery
confinement and tortured for weeks; politic:l prisoners include workers and students active in
the '"democracy movement" that emerged in Chin: in 1978, koman Catholic priests loyal to the
Vatican, and Tibetans accused of supporting n:¢tionaliet groups. (UPI, Montreal Gazette Z6-

9-84 pAlz.
paLis) Amnesty Attacks Amputations

SUDAN-Amnesty International has recorded 58 cases of public amputation of criminals'
limbs since President Numeiry replaced the country's seculer penal code with a new Islamic
code in September, 1983. Under the new code, amputation is mandatory for anyone caught
stealing items worth more than 80 pounds. 12 were cross-limb emputations in which the
criminal's right hand over left foot were severed at the same time. Many more were flogged.
Sentemees are carried out immediately with no appeal. (Manchester Guardian 2-9-84.) After
Egypt, the Sudan is the USA's chief ally and aid recipient in Northern Africa.
a-ooooﬁnoootaoto-co..-ocoelooono‘oaao--uo.\ooocoosu-s.eo.o--ae.-o.oo-u-oeoonuobo-ooonc-eooooo.

A GUIDE TO CANADIAN COLLABCRATION WITH APARTHEID

The information on the next three pages is from A Guide toc Canadian Collaboration with
Apartheid, researched and published by the Scuth Africen Congress of Trade Unions Solidarity
Committee (Canade), P.O. Box 490, Postal Station J, Toronto M4J 477, September 1983. It tells
those of us who are sericus about resisting spartheid in South Africa what products we should
aveid buying (a lorge number of common household products are manufactured by companies in-
cluded on these lists.) The University of Toronto Divestment Committee has prepared a list of
a few of the products we should avoid buying, which includes
Beers-all locally available brands except Northern and Superior are produced by Rothman's,

which is part of a South-African-based tramsnctional corporation.

Cigarettes-Better avoided altogether, but if you must smoke avoid Rothman's, Craven 4, Number

Dunhill, Dumont, Black Cat or Peter Styvesant. All are produced by Rothman's.
Fruit-Granny Smith Apples, Outspen Crunges and Lemons. GCanned fruit: Loblaws No Name apricot

halves, peach slices, Bartlett pear halves, fruit cocktails Dcminion no name sliced

peaches and apricot halves, Libby's Canned Peaches, York Apricots, Pantry Shelf Pears,

Fortune sliced peaches, Bartlett pears and fruit cocktail, D.C. Apricots, Gold Reef

Apricot halves and Fruit cocktail.

Liquor-Paarl, Rembrandt, Richelieu brands, JVL Liqueur, Bonne Esperance Wine, La Residence Win

.



78 CANADIAN CCRPCRATIONS WITH INVESTMENTS IN SOUTH AFRICA 5

Alcan Aluminum Ltd., 1 Place Ville Mirie Montrezl.
Holds 24% interest in Huletts Aluminium Ltd., worth $70 million, which manufactures
aluminum products and operates the only aluminum rolling mill in South Africa.

Barringer Research Ltd., 304 Carlingview Drive, Rexdale.
An asscciate company, Barringer Surveys Ltd., carries out geophysical and air pollut~
icn survey work in Scuth Africa. In 1987 Barringer Surveys was listed as dormant
(repistered but not trading.)

The Bat: Group, Batawa, Ontario.
Erjloys 700 workers at Kwozulu Shoe Company in the bantustan, where minimum wage laws
den't apply; wages are the cyuivazlent of $20 Canadizn per week.

Buyforin, 171 Richmond St. W. Toronto.
99.4% controlled by Bayer AG, West Germany (& pharmaceutical/chemical producer),
Bayforin holds 38 foreign subsidiaries for its parent including & chemiczl firm,
Chrome Chemicals, and Bayer Scuth Africa.

Cancda Development Corporation, 200 Granville St., Vancouver.
Until 1983 a Dutch subsidiary of the CDC owned Dumex Ltd., which manufactures drugs,
antibiotics and milk-based food products for sale in Third World countries; its market-
ing practices for baby formulas have been condemned by the World Health Organization.
The CANTERRA Division of CDC has become the largest participant in the sulphur export
trade to South Africa.

CIL incorporated, 630 Dorchester Blvd. W., Montreal,
Joint owner of Jarvis Clerk, a mining engineering company dealing in underground
mining equipment.

Cominco Ltd., 700 Granville St., Vancouver, B.C.
Operates a small scale alluvial diamond mine in Northwestern Cape Province employing
53 people. Initiates small scale diamond production through Brazil Diamente.
HYaintains exploration office in Johannesburg,

Convesco Ltd,, 910-930 Brock Rd. South, Pickering Ontario.
dolds interest in a South African company involved in wire and plastic manufactures.

Dominion Textile Inc., 1950 Sherbrocke St, West, Montreal,
Produces and sells garment underlinings for clothes manufacturers under DHJ brand name.

Falconbridge Nickel Mines Ltd., PC Box 40, Commerce Court West, Toronto.
Exploration and gold mining activities. Major owner of Camites copper-silver mine in
Nemibia until it was mined out in 1987, then sold it for scrap to a smsll Scuth African
company. Exploring Namibiz, South Africa and Zimbabwe for gold, oil and uranium.

Ford Mo:or Company of Canada Ltd., Canadian Road, Ozkville.
Scuth African subsidicires produce cars, trucks and tractors; customers include the
South African military establishment,

GoTe Fulford Co. Ltd., 161 Alden Road, Unit 9, Markham.
South African subsidiary manufectures and sells variety of health products.

Hudson's Bay Company, 77 Main Street, Winnipeg.
Operates for brokerzge business selling SWAKARA furs from South Africa and Namibia
in Canada.

ICS Construction Ltd., 483 Modeland Road, Sarnia.
Controls = Durban-based industrial instrument contracting company which is one of the
largest independent contractors for process control instruments.

INGC Limited, Sudbury Ontario. .
Coned battery operations and z nickel marketing agency in South Africas claims to have
hi. no operations there since 1975,

Internaa:ional Thomson Orgenization, 3515 Royal Bank Plaza, Toronto.
Publishes 30 trade journals, megazines and books in Socuth Africa.

Kennecott Canada Ltd,, Toronto Dominion Centre, Bank Tower, Toronto.
In 1980 Kennecott of Canada placed its 31% holding in Richard's Bay Miperals, Na#al,
under a Netherlands holding company. A 1980 strike for union recognition led to mass
firings, arrests and continued detention of one union official.




Laurasia Resources Ltd., 330 Bay St. Toronto. €
Leases a former gold-producing mine near Johannesburg.

Mossey-Ferguson Ltd., 200 University Ave., Torcnto.
In o report commissioned by the U.N. in 1981, M-F was identified as having played a
strategic role in propping up apartheid through both its agricultural implements and the
Atlantis Diesel project, which has o moncpoly on lerge diesel engines in Scuth Africa and
gives the government self-sufficiency in liesel engines for the first time. A large
Afrikaner holding company wow controle farm machinery mznufacture.

Moore Corporation Ltd., 1 First U.nadizun Place, Teronto. :
Produces and distributes business forms, late information cards and related products
through its subsidiaries ir South Alricu.

Noranda Mines Ltd., P.O. Box 45, Comuerce Court West, Toronto.
Had until 1977 =n exploration subsidiary ectivz in South Africa (now apparently based in
UK.) Produces 2nd manufactures cables in Scuth Africa through Cansda Wire and Cable, the
world's lirgest wire and cable producer. Fart cwnership in Placer Develcpment.

Placer Development Ltd., 700 Burrard Building, 1030 W. leorge St. Vancouver.
Exploration activities, owns inactive manufacturing company, which it sold in 1981.

Reed Stenhouse Companies Ltd., Royal "rust Tower, Teruntc Dominion Centre, Toronto.
Holds 60% equity in Stenhouse Hogg Robinson, cctive in insurance, reinsurance, brokerage
business in Southern Africa.

Scintrex Ltd., 222 Snidercroft Koad, Concord Ontario.
Offers scientific and geophysical instruments, geopiysical contracting. services through
its South African subsidiary.

Seagram Co. Ltd., 1430 Peel 5t., Hontreal.
Bottles liquour in South Africa, operates distribution and szles network there.

G.F. Sterne & Sons Ltd., P.0. Box 130, Brantford Ontario.

: Operates associate company in South Africa which most likely produces similar sealants,

coatings «nd construction chemicals s its Canadian parent compénye.

Tino Holdings Canada Ltd., P.O. Box 206, Toranto-Dominion Centre, Toronto.
This holding company for the Canadian interests of Rio Tinto Zinc Corp. of Britain holds
a 10% interest in the Rossing Uranium mine. Tinto Holdings (South Africa) is held by
Tintc Holdings Canada and controls Jetstream and Lio Tinto Scouth Africa.

Y. Garfield Weston Group, Weston Centre, 77 St. Clair ive. W, Toronto.
A multinztional corporation whose South African interests are technically held in Britaine.
Operates South Africa's third lergest foc ! company, Premier Milling, which employs 23,000
workers at wages below the minimum living level.

CAl’, DIAN B.NKS FIWANCTHG APARTHEID
The banks and the Internuticaal Monctary Fund ctepped in to prop us apartheid when super-
profits from racial capitalism scemed ot riske Tn the first six weeks of 1982, foreign loans
to South Africa exceeded the total loans zdvenced in all of 1981, Canidian banks were to some
extent involved.
Bank of Montreal.
Direct participation in loans to South Africa tcta ling $100 million in 1972, loans and
bond purchases of nearly $500 millicn in the 1970s.
Royal Bank.
Extensive loans to Scuth Africa, totalling mearly $500 million, were made through banks in
which the Royal Bank has an interest.
Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce.
Participated in $760 million dollar loans 1972-5. FEos 3.5% interest in Credit Commercial
de France, which participated in $1,158 million loans 1972-5. A subsidiary is the largest
identified shareholder in Fluor, the major contractor for South Africa's oil-from-codl
conversion plants, with just under 5% of ‘the total.
Bank of Nova Scotia.
Bilateral loans in 1981 (one worth $5 million), distributes Krugerrand gold coin here.
Toronto Dominion Bank. 4
Loaned South Africa over $130 in 1970s, issued "no future loans' policy in March, 1980.

-




CANADIAN SUBSIDIARIES WHOSE PARENTS INVEST IN SOUTH AFRICA 7

American Subsidiariess
silied Chemical Canada Ltd.
Allis Chalmers Cancda Ltd,
Bechtel Canada Ltd.

Black & Decker Canada Inc.
Borden Co.

dian Gypsum Co.
Coterpillar of Canada Led.
Ceiznese Canada Inc.
Cheseborough Ponds Int. Ltd.
Chrysler Canada Ltd.
Goca=Cola Ltd.

Centrol Data Caneda Ltd.
Cyanamid Canada Inc.
Dresser Canada Inc.

Dow Chemical ¢f Canada Inc.
DuPont of Canada Ltd.

Eaton Yale Ltd.

DEY Y O

:adian General Electric Ltd.

Ingerscll-Rand Canada Ltd.

International Harvester Canada Ltd.
Intern:ticnal Minerals & Chemicel
Corpe

Jehn Tcere Ltd.

Interprovincizl Pipe Line Ltd.

Kellogg Salada Can:da Ltd.

Moterola Can:da Led.

NCR Canadaz Ltd.

Otis Elevator Co.
Pepsi-Cola Canada Ltd.
Rchm & Haas Canada Inc.
Sherritt-Gordon Mines Ltd.
Sperry Inc.

Spruce Fszlls Power 4 Paper Co.

Standzrd Brands Led.
Texaco Canéda Inc.

3M of Canada Inc.

Union Carbide Canada Inc.
Uniroyal Ltd.

Censcltex Canada Inc.
Courtaulds Canada Ltd.
DRG Ltd.

ERCO Industries Ltd,
Harding Czrpets Ltd.
Hawker Siddeley Cznada

Eristol Myers Canada Ltd. Kimberly-Clark _f Canada Ltd. Imasco Ltd. Inc.
Burroughts Business Machines Ltd. Johnscon 7 Johnson Ltd. Hoechst Canada Inc.

CKR Iac. < Inc. Honda Canada Inc.

Canzda Starch Co. Mcbil 0il Can¢ la Ltd. Howden Group Canada Ltd.
C ian Canners Ltd. Monsanteo Can Ltd. Johnson Matthey Ltd.

Lever Brothers Ltd.
Mercedes Benz Ltd.
Nissan Automcbile Co.
(Canada) Ltd.
Philipps Cables Ltd.
Philips Canada Ltd.
Redpath Industries Ltd.
Rowntree Mackintosh
Canada Ltd,
Shell Canada Ltd.
Stanton Pipes Ltd.
Total Petroleum (North
American) Ltd.

F.W. Woolworth Co.

Firestone Canada Inc.
Fruechauf Canada Inc.

General Motors of Canada
Goodyear Canada Inc.
Greyhound Lines of Canada Inc.
Hewlett Packard (Canada) Ltd.
Honeywell Ltd.

IBM Canada Ltd.

ITT Canada Ltd.

Imperial Oil Ltd.

Xerox Canada Inc.

Other Countries' Subsidizries
BASF Canada Inc. -

British Petroleum Canada Ltd,
Blackwood Hodge (Canada) Ltd.
Bonar Packaging Ltd.

Boots Drug Stores (Holdings) Ltd.
Brocke Bonl Inc.

Cadbury Schweppes Powell Inc.
Canadian Mcter zys Ltd.
Cibi-Ceipy Canzda Ltd.

SCUTH AFLICAN INVESTHENT IN CANADA

Toyota Canada Inc.
Volkswagan Canada Inc.

Statistics Canada #Gl lists £2 Conadian corpcrations as controlled in South Africa. Of
these, all but nine are contrclled by either the tngle-American Corporaticns cr Rothmans
International, which account for 4Z and 2! respectively. The Anglo-American holdings are
controlled through the compeny's Bermuda-bised holding company, Minorco. Holdings include
the Hudson Bay Explcration & Development Cempony Litd, held through an American based Minoreo
subsidiary. Despite the sale of 50% of Roethmens Intern. tional to Philip Morris cf the USA,
Rothmans and its subsidicries sre still controlled by the South African magnate Anton Rupert.
These include Rothmens Tobacce Holdings Ltd, Alfred Junhill Ltd, Rothmens of Pall Mall Canada,
Carling O'Keefe Ltd., Argonaut Football Club Ltd., Cerlsberg Breweries of Canada Ltd., Le
Club de Hockey les Nordiques Ltd., O'Keefe Brewing Compony Ltd., Pacific Brewers Distributors
Ltd., Jordan Valley Wines Ltd. and Gold Seal Champagne Ltd. The other nine South African-
controlled companies range from the Quebec Casing Company (2 supplier of sausage casingsC, Asam
Minerals (a small mineral exploration cempany), Adageo EZxporters (an exporter of sewing
threads) to No Moose Lake Estates (& wholesaler of lumber and building materialg.

Like those who profit from apartheid, those who profit from Canada's branch plant resource
extraction economy are international in character also. The new Cancdian government will evid-
ently encourage more such profiteering. One way of resisting this exploitation is to refusde
“» buy products of these international cartels.




THE RCOTS OF NCNVIOLENCE 8
by Narayan Desai &
reprinted frem: Ground Zero SeptiCct 1934

Norayan Desai shared these thoughts during the Naticnal Conference on Networking, Eduza-
tion end Action for Nonviclence in the 3lack Hills of South Dakota in early August, 1984.
Narayan grew up in Gandhi's ashram vhere his father, Mchadev Desai, was Gandhi's secre-
tary. Narayean has worked exteusively with the Candhian movement in India, particularly
with Vinoba Bhave and J.P. 'larayen. He is now beginning 2 training schocl for people
interested in nonviolent sc:ial chaige, the Institute for Total Revoluticn, near Bombay.
Nerayan is married and has “our ¢~ ldr.:. anc two grandchildren.

I am going to enjoy the lu ury of beg:.aning with an anecdote. As children we used to
walk with Bandhi, on both side: of him, .nd he w.:ld call us his walking sticks. Tuesdays
were reserved for the children if they wented to ssk questions. On one of those Tuesdays I
asked a question. We read hic very basic book Froum Yeravda Mandir in which he explained the
eleven ashram vows. He said scrething cbcout nonviolence, and I asked him a question based on
thate I said to him, "Bapu (Father, thiat's how we used to refer to him), Bepu, in our spinn=-
ing clesses we try to attain speed. In your book you have said that speed is violence. How
do these two things go together?" Co he said, "Have you read the book carefully? I have not
said speed, I have said haste. 4nd lestruction of distance and destruction of time is what I
call violence." When we we.e coming here I was amuse? by a remark of one of the people with
whom I was travelling. He said, "Pcople in this area tcke things easily and they go slcwly."
I was reminded of my talk about speed, 2ad I was also wondering what they would think if they
ceme to India. They would find that if this is slow spred, in India it is something else
altogether! This applies to the time given to me. I zm not going to be consciocus about the
time.

! This gathering is committed tc nonviclence, or zt least interested in finding ocut some-
thing abcout nonviolence -- so I'm not going to say anything cbout why nonviolence. I will try
to say something about what I understand about nonviolence, and what according to me are the
roots of nonviolence. I do believe this is = group of people who hive faith -- faith in the
goodness of people. This is a group which also believes that power lies not in the barrel of a
gun but in the hearts cf the people. So if we take these two things together, gocdness of
humankind and power of the people, it touches both the individucl and society. We also believe
that nonviclence is an instrument of change. This world has seen encugh of two incentives for
change: Greed has been cne of the incentives for change, and fear has been another incentive
for change. We are those who wart to have lcve as an alternative instrument and incentive for
change. A society created out c¢f greed a s.ciety created out of fear, has made the two giant
systems of the world today, which threc:ien the very existence of Homo sapiens. We would like
to think, contemplate, and so frr as pcosibie, livc on the principles of the third incentive
to change.

Nonviolence begins with the avarencss and the respect for humen dignity. I think thet's
the essence of it. The whole business is tbout respecting human beings. Wherever we find
viclence, in Bombay or elsewhere, it's dis:especting human beings. In the largest sense it
goes beyond human beings and respec:s the u y of life. It is a search for truth as Gandhi
termed it; it is alsc a search for justice. And here I am reminded of a small couplet by
Rabindranath Tagore. I'm not going o try to transl: that in poetry, hut to pick up its
sense--that it is equally wrong to accept
often we think that it is only the frult cof the exploiter. It is only the fault of the aggress-
or. But Tagore and Gandhi made us zware that it is equelly wrong to accept this fact of in=g
justice, and the minute you say '"nc'' to it, you begin your own nonviolent struggle against it.

justice as it is wrong tc perpetrate it. ~Very

Nonviolence means, of course, the negation of violecnce, but it's the renunciation of vio=
lence both regarding method and alsc in attitude. I find that among scme peace workers there
is a debate: Whether it's a quality, an attitude, or whether nonviclence is a method of working.
The debate goes on to discuss whether nonviolence is a technique or whether it's a way of life.
But I am one of those who cannot see how these two are juxtaposed ageinst each other. Because
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nonviolence as a technique, without being rocted in a way of life, may breed a counter revolute-
ion. Nonviolence only as a way of life, without fully uuderstanding the techniques of mon-
viclence, can mcke nonviolence ineffective. So both of ~hese go hand in hand together. In
fact, they are inseparable, like ends and means. HNonviolence means acceptznce of love as an
instrument to overcome evil. This anplies to evil within and evil without. It applies to
one's own self as well as to society. Very often we 1 ke the mistake of taking it for granted
that we are all nonviolent because we profess it. A4nd we want the world to be zcnviolent. But
we have realized that it has to be a coustant process ¢f making ourselves nonviolent, and
making that process reflect on the world. So it's a dcuble process of changing the satyagrahi
and the society. This process involves four different steps:

- First of all, the process of nonviolence needs what Paulo Freire calls conscientization.
~ We have to be conscious, and we have to make the people around us consciocus. In the end, we
have to make even the oppressors conscious about what they are losing by their very acts of
oppression. That's the first step. The second step is the organizztion of nonviolence, I
would say crganization within us and organization in the society, beginning with grass roots
organizations in our neighbourhood, affinity groups, and so on -- until we can reach the hor-
izons of this planet. Gundhi used to call this process the process of swadeshi, or neighbour-
liness. To give it a graphic picture, he called it oceanic circles, as against the pyramid-
like structure that we have todav. The third step towards this nonviolent process would be
what Gandhi called constructive work. 7This s the whole business of changes I would like to
call it the business of revolution. I :volution rhat has something tc do with values, attit-
udes, with relationships, with structures. In th:s revolution there are two aspects. One is
called "'raxing to the ground," and the othcr is ""raising from the ground.'" You raze to the
ground poor values, violent values. You raise frum the ground nonviolent values. Raising
from the ground is the constructive wcrk side of the fourfold process of nonviolence.

And the last, but not the least, is the process of struggle. And anybody who goes away
with the idea that nonviclence is & process of flight from the earthly world probably does not
understend the meaning of nonviolence. At any rate we con say Gandhi gave this new meaning --
that there cannot be any nonviclence where there is fiight or where there is escape. Etrugg-
les cannot be aveided. We will try to make cur struggles richer and richer in the sense that
the person who is involved in the struggle is enriche! at the same time as the other party is
enriched. But it hzs to be a struggle. It is a strucple within and "a struggle without. It's
a constant endeavour to change oneself ¢s you try to change the society.

One of the principles of nonviolence is to be willing to suffer joyfully. Sometimes I
hear people using the word suffering in a very negative sense. In 1969 during the Gandhi
Centenary Year, when I was in the midst of a ccnference, somebody announced that someone who
had been arrested for burning his draft card was sentenced to three years. I was about to
applaud at that time, and I was shocked to hear that the whole audience gasped in dismay. So
this somebody being sentenced to three years was something of a shock, scmething of a tragedy.
It was an American audience. I was one who was born in an atmosphere that when my father
went to jail we used to wish him farewell by saying, "Father, mext time you must have a longer
sentence." A different kind of reaction! Gandhi tried to teach us suffering in a positive
way. Suffering had nothing negative about it. If you consider yourself to be part, even of
your adversaries, then you have the faith thot if you suffer it is going to have an effect on
them. That makes it positive. Of course I think it goes without saying that nonviolence
excludes all sorts of retaliations. Kketaliation in deed, of course, but also in words. And
if possible, in thought.

GROUND ZERC is published by the Centre for Nonvic.ont Action, 16159 Clear Creek Road, NW,
Poulsbo, WA 98370 USA. It appeirs 4-6 times per year, and asks for a donation rather than a *
set subscription price. The publishers are members of the northwestern U.S. pacifist group
whose most publicized activities have included rowing out to symboliczlly block U.S. nuclear
submarines and sit-downs along the route c¢f th> "White Train' carrying hydrogen bombs to the
Trident submarine base at Bangor, Washington. Mcost of the articles have a Christicn pacifist
orientation. 4




The Pzlestinization of Central America 10
by Xechelle Marshall
slightly .bridgsd from U.S Farm News July, 1984

;A The anthor, a civil rights -dvocate in Culifcinis, is & member cf the International

Jewish Feace Union (IJPU). She has male sev:ral tours of the Middle East.

While President Reagan repeatedly blames Cuo“1 and Scviet intervention for the violent
upheavals in Central America, we hear hardly 2 wor? about Israel's involvement -- which dir
ectly connects the Mid le East with what is heppening in Central America today. There are
several links to this connoction. One is that since e mid-seventies Israel has been a major
arms supplier to Latin dictatorship -- in Paraguay, Chile, and Argentina, as well as in Guate=
mala, Honduras, El Salvador, and Nicaraguz under Sowozc. Another link lies in the three bill-
icn dollars in yearly aid Israel -eceives from the Uaited States. As 2 U.5. dependent, Israel
can't help but be a willing psrtner in the superpower's strategic plans for Latin America.

Israel's right to exist within secure znd recognized borders, &nd the Isrceli Government's
role in cpposing struggles for lib'ration are two distirct issues. But unfortunately, critic-
ism of the government's actions is oiten deliberately interpreted us being anti-Israel or even
anti-Semitic. That mzy be why there is so little discussion of Israel's rcle in Centrzl
hmerica. Since it is so easy to confuse legitimute opposition to Israeli pclicy with anti-
Semitism, Reagan does not hesitate to use that confusicn to promote U.S. intervention in Cen-
tral America. Last June, Reagan set up a Central American Cutreach Group in the White House
to work on convincing various ethnic groups that supporting his pclicy in Central America wes
vitzl to their interests. ©Cn June 17, 1983, the Washington Post reported that "Jewish organi-
zations are being told that forces most hostile to Israel -- including the FLC -~ are support-
ing leftists in Central America.'" When the anti-Defamation League conveniently accused the
Sandinistas of "driving the entire small Jewish community of Nicaraguz into exile, confiscating
Jewish~owned property, and desecrating Nicarcgua's only synagogue,' Reagan promptly and pub-
licly accused the Sandinistas of unti-Sfemitien.. In fact, investigations by the United Nations,
the Organization of American Statcs, Amer:cas Watch, and even the U.5. Embassy in Managua,

““ound no evidence of anti-Semiti:n in the Nic.ragusn Government.

The Israelis started arming Somozz ufter Jimmy Carter banned U.S. shipments to Nicaragua,
citing the government's gross viclations of humarn rights. In the late seventies, Israel began
supplying other Latin American dictatorships that had been similarly blacklisted by the United
States. These markets were a boor to Isrcal's eccnomy, which is suffering under a 150% infla-
tion rate and an 18 billion dollur natioc-al debt. 37% of Israeli domestic investment goes to
the arms industry. Sales of military equipment -~ cmointing to more than 1.3 billion dollars
a year -- now account for 40% of Isr:eli exports. 3y 1i%8U, Isrcel was the world's largest
supplier to Central America and sub-Scharcn Africa. (The United States isn't totally out in
the cold where these deals are ccncermed. At least a dozen U.S. corperations now invest heav-
ily in Israeli military industries, where wagss are lower and profits are higher than those in
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theUSA.) Because of Congressional restrictions on U.i. military aid, Israel plays an especially

crucicl role as supplier to El Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala and Costa Rica. Between 1977 and
1980, Israel provided cver 80%:CF TJE MILITARY EQUIPMENT USED IN El Salvador. On Cctober 10
1979, when the New York Times reported that Israel was training Salvadoran officers in counter=
insurgency, one cf these cfficers was Rcberto d'Aubulsson, whom former Ambassador Robert White
has accused of masterminding the death squads end ordering the murder of Archbishop Romero.

Israel supplies El Salvador with machine guns, advanced fighter planes, and special elect=
ronic equipment that keeps track of the population -- essentiully o scphisticated form c¢f iden=
tity check. This computer system even monitors changes in water and electricity consumption. =
Isrcel is also a strong partner in the U.S. military buildup in Honduras. General Ariel Sharcn
visited Honduras in the fall of 1987, right after the massacres of Sabrz and Shatils, and
arranged to provide Honduras with fighter planes, radar equipment, militory advisors, and ==
for the contras -- guns captured from the PLO in Lebancn. Most of the Honduran air force has

P/*Oeu rebuilt by Israeli specialists. In Costa Ricas, Israzel is training the police force ip




counterinsurgency and helping o develop a settlement zons along the border with Nicaragua.
According to columnist Jack Anderson, th development, zlong with the military buildup in
Honduras, will "ecreate a giant strateeic pincers physically isolating Nicaragua by land.”

—~
srael’s best ciient in Centrol Asmerica is Guatenzlc, which has cne of the worst ! in
Israe. has been the mai: source of military support for Guatee
zimes since 1977, when th» government's syst > use of assassinztion and torture
EeSS Lo cut off U,S. aid. TIn addition to supplying planes, armoured vehicles, and
equipment, Israel has staffed and Zunded the Tronswissions and Electreonics School, whi¢
Guatemalen officers in counterinsirgency warfere, using the sazme kind of computerized
ent as El Salvador tc contro’ the population. 1Is ael éé#¢éﬁ¢#¢¥{¢K¢J¢é§¢1¢£§¢i alsec

ed and funded the Transmissions and Electronics Sciooly: which treins Guatemalan officers
nterinsurgency warfare, using the same kind of computerized equipment as E1 Sazlvador tc
ol the population. Israel also provides 300 military advisors, who help set up strategi
ets in the Indian highlands. Since some of the tactics Israel uses cn the West Bank are
3 4sed in Guatemalsz, pecple there now speak of the "Palestinization of the Indians," a
1 that geographically illustrates the Middle East connecticn.

The significance cf the Middle East connection in Gentral America to concerned North
Americans is that Isrzel is becoming an increasingly effective proxy for U.S. intervention.
Frofescor Benjamin Beit Hzllhami of the Uriversity of Haifa wrote in the New York Times of
Januery 6, 1983: "Consider any Third Wor .d area that has been a trouble spct in the past ten
years and you will discover Israe i weancons d officials implicated in the conflict --
SUpporting smerican interest and uelping Zn wiat they call 'the defense of the West,!" Througt
out the Third World, Israel has ucceen ir using force to blunt the edge of native radicalis
Some American policy makers may .ave quiims sbout vhat Israel does to aid countries like Soytk
africa and Chile, but they can lirdly d:iemi.s whe* Israel has done to advance their own
concerns." 1In 1981, when Congr - fet-a linit cii 0.9, military aid to E1l Salvador, Israel
willingly lent 71 million dollr:s 1o Z1 Sa’vador from the oid funds it had received from the
United States, i

So the Middle East connectisn has another dimensicon. 4 member of Congresscan safely
respond to pressure and vote to cut d to El Szalvador ~r the contras, but he cannot afford to
vote against aid to Israel -- the po'itical cost would & Lco great. In recent years, Congres
has not only steadily increased cid to Israel but turned mest loans into cutright grants.

Even if Congress should cut off funds for imevican intervention in Central America Reagan coult
at least for & time, simply channel money through Israc®, as he has done in the past. !

The Middle East connection com-s full circle when ore realizes that Israel and the United
States act on a basis of 2 quid pro quo. The Israeli Government knows full well that its
dealings with Latin American dictitors are not only serving its own interests as an arms
merchant, but also helping to cairy out the polcies of the U.S., Government. In return, the
Israclis can be sure that the United States won't press for return of the Cccupied Territories
Or criticize Israel for its treatment of thke inhabitents of those territcries. The pecple of
Centrcl Lmerica and the Middle East have very different historians and cultures. They live
thousands cof miles apert. But today they are part of the sume struggle;, and they are linked in
ways that too few North Americans are aware of,

.........o,..n.........g.o....an..a.....a.a».....,.....u,...,...,,..................
25 DAY FAST TO IRCTEST 25 YFaR SENTENCE

Prisoners! rights advocates Liz illictt znd Claire Culhane are Organizing & 25-day fast on
Parliement Hill for May 13-June 6 985 ¢~ “ttempt to increase public awereness of the harmful
effects of long-term sentencing (i .cludiag marlators 25 years without parole for certuin typéé
of cifence). Murders, suicides, aults are incressing inside Prisons as situsticns get more
viclent for everybody; taxpayers are being fcrced to spend $100 million on building more
Prisons. The fast will be ¢n a rotating besis; with ncbody fasting the entire 25 days. For
information: Liz Elltote, 32 Stilflwoter Drive, Napeun Ont. KZH 5KZ, 613-828-5294 2

Claire Culhane, #303 - 2075 East 12th, Vancouver B.C, V5N 2A9, 604-873-3070.%




NOTES ON PRISONERS' RIGHTS

Claire Culhane, the most prominent figure in Canada's prison abolition movement,
has written Network from Vancouver to make the following comments azbout recent material
in Network on prison abolition:

=Since I believe most of your material for the Abolish Prisons (v 2 no 3) may have
derived from some of my writing, please note correction regarding solitary confinement.
The reference in the last paragraph to the type of cells does not really apply to the
newer versions which, while « little more ‘civilized' in appearance, but still described
as being confined in a pressure cooker (because of its all steel furnishings) -« do not
feature the 'no light or ventilation, no blanket, just a bucket.) That particular des-
cription applied to what are called the 'Chinese Cells.! These existed in Dorchester
Penitentiary (and may still, but I'm not certain)...So much for the record.

-Headline PEACE ACTIVIST TORTURED AT ONTARIC DETENTION CENTRE (v 2 no 4) is hardly
borne out by what follows -- given the connotution that the word 'torture' has in terms of
what really happens tc our Central American friends. Or what it really meant when used in
Vietnam ~- or, for that matter, what REALLY happens to so many prisoners in our own
maximum security/SHU's these days. Maltreatment/humiliation/destroying dignity/physical
and psychological abuse = of course == is truly rotten, but it seems to me the word
"torture" should be saved for when it really reaches that level =- in terms of how we
want the reader to conceive of 1t and not be 'off'd' when the real heavy stuff needs
headlining and vigorcusly opposing.

eWhile doing time in prison, for any length of period, or under any circumstances
can be a bloedy good education for some e I would be prepared to give people the benefit
of the doubt that they are sincerely committed and genuinely concerned without necessarily
having done time, Keep in mind all those who are doing time -- heavy time =~ but who don't
necessarily profit from the experience i terms of becoming more socially conscious, or
more compassionate for others doing worse time, eté, So I'd say that doesn't become a
valid measure. And while on the subject g+ to sneer at those who for whatever reasons
(good, bad or indifferent) burneout, or copeout, or simply stay on the side lines and
never come forward to be active-activists, Once again, I find it too narrow an approach
to attack groups (not fay removed from basis of racism/sexism in a way) - mainly because
everyone has their own reasons for the extent of their participation; some happen to be
very valid reasons, like deep sense of responsibility to other prior commitments which
would be jeapordized by stepping forward at the wrong time/wrong place, just to 'prove
themselves' to the likes of such assucers,> For example, to nmeglect ome's children while
playing the brave revolutionary happens to be an ass-backward show of convictions in my
view. To suggest, instead, all the many other ways people can show their support (all the
behind the scenes shit jobs which can be 'safely' performed) ~- in other words a strong
team sense, rather than a finger-peinting one would be more consistent with our truests
peoplesloving role.

wApart from that, I do enjoy reading NETWORK, especially your life after death
article. All the best. Gilaiee 2

Comment by Gary Moffatts As the compiler of the material on which Claire is commenting,
I feel that her criticisms are generally welletaken. Two points, however. My definition of
torture extends to placing a prisoner in solitary confinement and depriving him of food; I
don't think a word with less impact should be substituted simply beczuse other prisoners
are suffering worse forms of torture, My comment about "stupid people who have no idea t
what prison conditions are really like" was directed not at people who have not done time
(the truth is I haven't myself), but rather at those who are screaming publicly for harsher
treatment of prisoners whn they have no idea how harsh present conditions are.



ALTERNATIVES OR ABOLITION
submitted by Claire Culhane to International Prison Abolition Magazine, Toronto June 30.

Never has the power of words been more expleited than in prison jargon. While most
would suppert prison reform, particulcrly in areas such as medical cere, visiting rights,
etc. do we really mean to perpetuate the prison system itself, indefinitely? When we call
for alternatives, such as half-way houses, do we mean: more sophisticated methods to incap=-
acitate without incarceration -- or -- NO MORE PRISONS? Alternatives which extend the
criminal justice system's range of control -~ 'met-sidening' is the new terminology -~
operate through channels such as probation, parole, halfway houses, community service,
family court (instead of domestic counselling), treatment centres (more often psychiatric
prisons), and the latest projected plan -- penal colonies, dubbed L.A.C.C. (Limited Access
Correctional Communities.) To demonstrate the extent to which this pattern can escalate,
already 1% of the State of Maryland in the United States is said to be living under
supervision in one form or another.

And then there are the other more insidious alternatives cperating under the guise of
"aboliticn'": high tech(nclogy), i.e. surveillance leading tc house arrest whereby elect-
ronic bracelet attachments signal the wearer's movements out of their circumscribed area.
Experiments in brain implantation can be expected to follow, which in turn is only a step
removed from the violent, mind-contrcl weapon E.C.T. (Electro-Convulsive Therapy.) To
reach the goal of prisons as a lost resort, for the fewest number of people, for the
shortest period of time, the follcwing crimes must first be eliminated:
death penalty (over 1300 on Death Row in the USA at present)
splitary copfine (segregation, administrative dissociation, special handling unit, or

y whatever name it will be known next.)
excessive sentences (including indeterminate, which means forever.)
forced involuntary transfer (thousands of miles from home base.)

”_thsica and Esxchologiéal abuse

By concentrating our efforts on behalf of those who are the chief victims of economic
~and’ social ‘deprivation, as well as of racial and sexist discrimination, we would be prot-
ecting prisoners' rights at the same time as we were aiming for abolition of prisons. It
would also more accurately qualify the term 'victim" 25 we see a resurgence of victims'
groups thirsting for vengeance, not sclutions.

In the meantime, prisons can be abolished on an individual basis in the here and now.
Every prisoner whose sentence has been successfully appealed represents a victory for
decarceration, which means keeping them out of prison. Every prisoner who wins a speedy
parole release as soon as eligible represents a victory for excarceration -- getting
them out of prison. Meaningful access between prisoners and community can be reinforced
by placing in each prison an Independent Prisoners Advocate accountable to the community,
NOT to the Solicitor-General's office. :

However, the community itself must build into its own structure a strong accountabil-
ity process in order to avoid any individual or collective corruption, so often generated
by inexperience and/or a taste of pcwer. Recognizing this tendency, the Philadelphia Bar
Associction featured an article in its journal, THE SHINGLE, which bears amazing relevance
to current confrontetions: SHOULD THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM BE PUT OUT OF BUSINESS? An
end to Crime and Punishment. (vol. XXX1X, no. 4, May 1974.,)

Two roads face us as we search for the mcst expedient solution to the present chaos
in the prison system: Accept the trend towards contreol, which historically begins with
the most vulnerazble section of the population--in this instance, prisoners. OR Dismantle
the billion dollar prison industry with all its vested and political interests. The most
effective contribution to the abolition of prisons would be to join forces with those
fighting for universal abolition of poverty, abolition of war, and abolition of injustice.




WHY IT DOESH'T MATTER WHO WINS THE U.S. ELECTION
by Gary Moffatt

When Ed Broadbent told a Halifax rally on Hiroshima Day that the NDP would favour
Canada increasing its conventicnal weapons supply, he confirmed that the NDP has moved so
far to the right as to be virtually indistinguishable from the other parties (it still,
of course, opposes nuclear weapons; however several articles during the past coyple of
years, some of which Network has reprinted, demonstrate that the military can destroy as
many selected targets with conventional weapons as with nuclear.) Having gone through an
election in which conservative, liberal and "'socialist' parties of fered near-ideqtical
programs (or, more precisely, lack of programs) Canadians can now turn their attention.to
the ever-mote-fascinating election south of the border. Here it may seem at first glance
that there is a real difference between the policies of Reagan and Mondale; although Reagan
has the election sewn up there is always lLope of & miracle; Remember 1948. (We might also
remember how scared we were of = possible Goldwater victory in 1964; two years later peace
movement leaders were saying it woulc have been better had he gotten in.)

First of all, we must kezp in mind that whichever party or candidate wins, the corpor-
ations will be calling the tune. ¥:lliem Pfa:i writes in the Winnipeg Free Press (13-7-84):
"This year's campaign for the presidency +ill rpend in the billions of dollars, most of it
by far on the-purchase of televisio tize...Th. supposed democratizing of the presicential
primaries has, in practice, limited the presid atial race to men sufficiently ambitious and

o

7, well enough financed (by whom?) co devote two or.more years of their lives to the mere quest

for nomingtion. Are they the best the republic can offer?" The mass media will occasion-
ally allow someone to ask who is financing political campaigns, but they will not let any-
one answer the question since an answer would show that the corporations finance these
campaigns. Clearly they will only finence candidates who can be relied on to .carry out
their wishes. Pfaff goes on to contrast the $20 million spent on a campaign for a seat in
the U.S. Senate to the $6,000 spent by a British election candidate with a chance of winne
ing (he thinks this shows that th2 British system is more democratic, though it is just as
likely that with money in scarcer supply in Britain a smaller sum there will accomplish the:
same purpose as a much larger one in the USA.) The corporations wish to continue exploiting
the Third World, and will not allow politicians of cither party to advocate policies which
would permit national liberation movements to challenge this exploitation. And it is this
exploitation, not fear of the Russiéms, which causes the arms race to escalate. Even if a
writer like Pfaff. is aware of this he would never be allowed to state it in the Winnipeg
Free Press, so he is left to suggest election spending reforms on television which won't be
_carried out because ‘the present system suits the television and political industries well.

A truly democratic political porty would of course challenge corporate control of the
electoral process, but no such challenge will come from the Democrats. For one thing they
have no truly democratic instincts. Two years ago they were holding a conference while
-Israel was shelling hospitals and torturing prisoners to death in Lebanon; there was not
one dissenting voice to their decision tc send Israel a congratulatory telegram. At the
1984 convention the Democrats crushed by a two-to-one margin plants which would have
renounced first use of nuclezc weapons, r:duced defence spending sharply and abolished .
second primaries in some states {second nrimaries enable white candidates to “"gang up' on

black ones who win the first primary.) At one point, they conspired with the fire. marshall
to prevent membhers of the Hispanic caucus who wished to carry their fight against the
Simpson-Mazzoli immigration bill to the floc. from attending the caucus meeting which decid-

ed not to do so., (Winnipeg Free Press 20-7-84 p7.) The entire convention was manipulated
by party bosses determined to have Mondzale nominated at all costs, and the results showed

" “that they have the party firmly under their control.

We may well msk, as does Walter Karp in Harpe:'s (July 1984): "How was it that from
1981 to 1984 an American President who undermined liberty and laid seige to equality managed
to be held in esteem by a noimally demccratic people? What strange immunity shielded a
President ‘who promised to get 'government off the backs of the people? whilg'thégg goyvern- -




ment more intrusive than ever, who showered favours on the favoured while hounding with_
unexampled severity the poorm the disabled and the powerless; who promised to control
government spending while generating the most enormous deficits in American history; who
promised steady economic growth sustained by savings while giving us a false recovery fed
by 2 spending spree; who promised to make America “proud again' while vaunting his mili~
tary triumph over a acountry & great deal smaller than Long Island?" He goes on to point
out that in 1980 surveys consistently showed most Americens opposed deep cuts in spending
for health, education and other socizl programs. Reagan reduced the income of the poorest
Anericans by up to 25%; taking nearly $400 away from households with incomes of $10,000 a
year or less, while giving (via tax cuts) $8,000 tc households with $80,000 a year or more.
He misled the public about Soviet nuclear "superiority" by confounding rubles and dollars,
and by counting nuclear weapons instead of warheads. In all this program he was aided and
abetted by the leaders of the Democratic party, who wished to keep the alienated citizens
apathetic so Mondale could be nominated. To help Reagan get his budget through Congress,
the Democrat Speaker of the House devised a "budget reconciliation' program which deterred
challenges to individual spending cuts by packaging them in omnibus legislation. The
Democrats turned a blind eye to malfeasance and official corruption, ignored Reagan's
violations of statutes and federal regulctions, offered Reagan 'bipartisan' support when
his Lebanon "peacekeeping' force became perilously entangled in a civil war, and helped to
keep the MK program alive.

Karp's article doesn't probe deeply enough into what is wrong in U.S. politics; he
might equally well have asked why liberals keep looking to the Democrats to rescue the
USA from militarism despite the fact that it was Democratic regimes which launched
most of the USA's militaristic endeavours in this century, including both world wars,
Korea and Vietnam (although the immediate causes of WW2 and Korea were attacks by Japén
and North Korea, it is not diffjcult to find U.S. provocation for these attacks.) The
Democrats have done as much as the Kepublicans to keep dictators in power (FDR helped
Batista and Somoza take over Cuba and Nicaragus, LBJ invaded the Dominican Republic and
so forth.) Since 1945, presidents of both perties have consistently threaten te nuke
Third World countries reluctznt to fall in line behind U.S. policies.

Reagan has waged war on the poor, both domestically and abroad, a little more openly
than his predecessors. We know that this war will continue if he is re-elected, but there
is no reason to suppose that it will be mitigated if Mondale wins. Anyone who believes
that the Democratic Party has the ability to throw cff control by the bosses and become
responsive to the needs of the people should hope and perhaps even work for a Reagan
victory, since clearly such reform can only come when the party is out of office. Since
I have no such faith--the financial intere$ts are tco well entrenched--1 find myself
completely indifferent to the election's cutcome.

While it is a disaster from the standpoint of those who are starving as a result of
Reagan's policies, the retreat from the welfare state could in the long run be a boon to
the human race. Welfare has never been a satisfactory answer to the problem of povertys;
its recipients remain poor and are often discouraged from doing anything tc improve their
own condition (for instance, those who are caught doing parttime work to supplement their
welfare pittance are deprived of this pittance.) If welfare continues to be the best we
can offer the ever-growing number of unemployed, many pecple will face the prospect of an
entire lifetime on the dole. Surely a better solution is to encourage the formation of an
alternative economy based on the concepts of humane-scaled technology discussed by such
writers as Bookchin, Schumacher, MacRobie and Sale. It is most unlik¢ly that any state
government will ever adopt these ideas, since they directly contradict the state's process
of centralizing political and ecomomic power. We must therefore look beyond the state g
and its political process for the means of establishing such a system. A few particularly
talented people have already learned to mect their economic needs in this fashion; we must
devise the means of making this option available to everyone. This will take enough ox.
our energy not to leave any for the pursuit of mythtcal political solutioms.

.




