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HIGHLIGHTS

External Affairs Minister Don Jamieson dramatically announced last Dec-
ember that Canada would take a tougher stand on South Africa's racist
apartheid system. Despite the rhetoric, not too much has changed, and
it's business as usual for Canadian corporations operating in South Af-
rica and Namibia. See page 4.

Canada's weakening dollar again attracted headlines in February. So
far, the banks are doing well since Ottawa has arranged to borrow U.S.
funds to support the dollar on the international market, and is paying
$5.6 million just to keep that option open. Consumers will lose since
inflation will rise as the dollar falls. The Liberals hope they won't
lose, so they have introduced some short-term measures to support the
dollar till after the election. In the long term, the real losers will
be Canadian workers and taxpayers. See page 12

The Alberta Federation of Labour has officially voted against supporting
tripartism at the upcoming CLC convention. The Canadian Labour Congress
is still pushing the idea, and has received a vote of support from the
Steelworkers. The failure of either business of govermment to deal with
the fact that over one million Canadians are unemployed has left organ-
ized labour as the only group struggling to find real solutions to the
problem. The pre-convention debate within the labour movement could
result in an important and workable policy being drawn up in Quebec City
this April. See page 14.

The federal Liberals made political hay at two highly publicized
events in February. At the First Ministers' Conference Prime Minister
Trudeau allowed the provinces to bring up the economic issues facing
each of them, and won general agreement that Canada will fight unem-
ployment by spending massive sums of money on energy development pro-
jects. At the second event, the Liberal Party convention in Ottawa,
specific policies were avoided in favour of emphasizing Trudeau as
leader. Since everyone expects an election this year, the Liberals
are apparently keeping their options open. The economy is in such bad
shape that even the government can't ignore the situation, so the Con-
ference gave the impression that the Liberals are taking it seriously.
However, if the country isn't ready to applaud the Liberals' economic
record, there is always the old standby--Trudeau's "charismatic" leader-
ship. See page 22.
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