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An Interview with

Members of a Large Intimate Network
edited by Chris Mohr

Last month Chris Mohr interviewed the
members of the largest intimate network
within DBeyond Monogamy, Inc. Seven of the
eight members: Allen, Clavdette, Emma,
Herold, Cyndy, Linda and Steve all got
together in Harold and Cyndy’s living room
for an evening of fascinating discussion with
Chris about the many complex facets of their
relationships. Because of the sheer size and
number of people involved, Allen drew up @
chart showing the eight people and the nature
of their many velationships within the
network (fig. 1). The members of the group
agreed to @#llow us to publish it to make
things easiev for the reader. This is the
first instaliment of @ three-part series
which covers a wide variety of issues of
importance to the members of this group

Chris: This intimate network is so complex.
I think we’ll have te start by getting
grounded about what’s going on! Allen, cen

you just explain the
group of eight people?

basic structure of this

Allen: This network is just an arbitrary
slice of @ small portion of humanity in one
moment of time. It’s not a closed network.
I1f# you look at the chart you’ll see eight
peaple. Each person has a marital, sexval or
close nonsexual relationship with at least

two other people in the network, and Emma is
married to a men who is not actively involved

with this network. There are seven sexual
relationships among the eight people. There
are twoe very clese friendships that don’t

involve sex; then there are seventeen other
relationships in which we know each other as

casual #friends. Altogether that mekes 28
relationships

Chvris: Sounds real complicated

Allen: And we also interlock with an

infinite number of other human networks. For

example, most of us have sexual intimates
outside the network, and we all have close
friends outside, as well. This netwerk is
dynamic: the chart you see here.represents
only one cut in time. A year from now the
number of " people and the kinds of

relationships will probably differ from what
they are now. [Editor’s note: Just before
going to press: we found out that several

relationships
already

ehanges in the nature of the
ameng the people in the network had
occurred in only one month'!l

Five of the eight people in our network
are married, one couple for 25 years and twe
for 12 years. The married couples have two
children each. And our families are

(continued on p. 4)

Figure 1
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A Review of Brief Encounters
by Will Mahoney

Authors Emily Coleman and Betty Edwards
describe “brief encounters” as “short periods
of time when people are so close to one
another that they can almost hear the other’s
heart beat., sense the other’s thoughts and
f#eel the other’s joy and pain. Each person
‘encounters’ the other in a vitalizing way —
exposing facets of himsel# (beliefs,
experiences, feelings) not ordinarily exposed
— and is heard and seen and understood by
the other. " Brief encounters can happen
between lifelong friends as well as people
who have just met.

We need to recognize the importance of
brief encounters in & society characterized
by ever—increasing divorce rates. frequent
Jjob changes and high geographical mobility.
The purpose of this book is to help us come
to terms with the transitory nature of our
relationships and help us mske the most of
them given this situvation.

Many of us have difficulty meeting new
people because we have learned no social
rituals for encountering strangers. The
authors suggest a procedure for handling
first—-time m ings with strangers This
process includes friendly overtures, small
talk, getting personal and effective closure

Coleman and Edwards explain the
technique of “gentle aggression, " an
egalitarian way for people to become
acquainted that transcends the traditional
sex rvoles and manipulative games. They
¢t ways for women and men to become more
honest and androgynous in their pursuit of
the opposite sex.

Relationship contracts can be very
helpful in building supportive short—term
non=confining relationships. The authors
explain the “We Process” for forming

contracts that are useful regavdless of the
intensity of the relationship.

In the traditional dating "game:," men
have traded money for sex and women have
traded sex for money. Colemen and Edwards
show how to defuse money-sex power lines and
deal with these issues more openly. They
offer tips for making sexual encounters (even
“one-nighters”) more worthwhile. They also

advocate that women assume some of the
financial responsibility in a relationship
based on what they can reasonably afford. In

this way they avoid being “bought. "

With the virtual demise of the extended
family, we need to build supportive circles
of various kinds of relationships and
#riends. These circles provide stability in
our lives although the circles themselves ar

(“dynamic. The authors suggest that people
surround themselves with three supportive
circles: a tender circle for emotional
support, a congenial comrade circle for

| enrichment and an outer rim to provide

L,;tinulltion and resources. Except for
hermits, we all have supportive circles,

although they may not be effectively meeting
ouT needs. Coleman and Edwards explain how
to evaluate and remodel supportive networks
to create a better balance

People often abuse each other in
short-term relationships by making false
promises, abruptly dropping someone without

caring termination and not letting wants be
known. This may result from ineffective
friendship skills, training and guidelines

Many techniques for improving short—term
relationships are applicable to long-term
ones as well. The authors feel that a
long-term relationship is merely a series of
brief encounters with the same person

Edwards and Coleman offer suggestions to
bring about more caring endings. The
tendency in the past has been to ignore
ending and closure skills because ending a
relationship has been viewed as a failure.

This book is important Dbecause it
proclaims the validity and importance of
non-traditional intimate relationships and
friendships. It oprovides many sensible
guidelines to make these relationships and
friendships work. To those of us involved in
alternative lifestyles, Brief Encounters is a
welcome Teplacement for Amy Vanderbilt and
Emily Post. Furthermore, this book appeals
to @ wide audience which includes just about
anyone who is not trying ¢to live by the

stuffy social standarde and outmoded family
and friendship structures of previous
generations. The authors’ openness to
lifestyle and T tionship diversity is
refreshing. For example, they feel that both
sexual monogamy and non-monogamy are valid

depending on the individuals involved and
their agreements on this issuve
has a good balance of
information, personal vignettes and exercises
to put the authors’ ideas into practice The
reader who does these exercises (especially
with @ partner or supportive #friends) has
much to gain from this book.
1 did find some of the exercises overly
structured. Consider. for example, the
instructions for gentle—aggressor mini-dates.

pp. 219-220. The "rules” about amount of
time spent together, paying expenses.
touching and critiquing the date are very

specific. I can’t imagine calling a woman.
inviting her out to lunch and then specifying
that we will "touch each other more than we
ordinarily would-—-but with much sensitivity
to the other‘s reactions. " I pointed this out
to people who met to discuss the book
Tecently. Some agreed but felt people should
adapt the exercises to fit their own
personalities and situations. They also
pointed out that while lunch dates may
require few guidelines for Beyond
Monogamites, very traditional pecple may feel
more comfortable spelling out specific ground
rules in advance.

Brief Encounters may turn off some gays
and bisexuals because of its very

heterosexual approach. This is unfortunate
because many of the ideas are very applicable
to any friendship or intimate relationship
regardless of one’s sexual preference.

Coleman, Emily and Edwards, Betty.

‘Brief Encounters: How to Make the Most of
Relationships That May Not Last Forever,
Doubleday, 1979 ($10.95, cl; $4.95, pb).
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1981 Family Synergy Convention & Conference

Family Synergy, & Los Angeles—based
alternative lifestyles ovrganization, will
hold its annual convention and conference in
July. The convention week (July 10-16)
consists of numerous activities in the Los
Angeles area including dinners, workshops,
parties and e day at Elysium Fields, a very
pleasant nudist growth center. The
conference will be held July 17-19 at the
Canyon Plaza Hotel in Palm Springs,
Californiae. The entire conference (except
for one formal dinner) will be “clothing
optional® which includes skinny~dipping in
the swimming pool. massage and nude dancing
(they 6o have rules prohibiting drugs and
public sex).

Keynote speaker at the conference will

be Dr. Lonny Myers. co—author of Aduléry
Other Private Matters and a noted sexclogist.

Stan Dale, faculty member of The Institute
for Advanced Study of Human Sexuvality in San
Francisco and co—author of

Yoy Free. will conduct a female sexuvality
workshop with his spouse, Helen. There will
be 2 number of other seminars and workshops

And, oh yes, Will Mahoney, co-editor of
BEYOND MONOGAMY: will conduct twe seminars:
1) Open Relationships Ethics and Ground Rules
and 2) Everything You Need to Know to Start
and Open Relationships/Alternative Lifastyles
Organization/Network/Support OGroup in Your
Community

Each Les Angeles Convention week
activity is paid for individually and meost
require no advance Trtegistration. The Palm
Springs conference is a real bargain:
$95/person if paid by May 16, $i20/person if
paid from May 16 to June 30. and $135 after
June 30, i® they still have space available
The price includes six meals and two nights
lodging in a first—class hotel as well as the
conference itself. Minimum age for the
conference is 18. Kids are welcome at the
Los Angeles convention week, and may stay in
Los Angeles with Synergy families while their
parents are in Palm Springs

You must be a member of Family Synergy
to attend the conference. Membership is only
$15/year for an individual or $20/year for a
family. Family Synergy’s literature states
that "Membership is open to all over 18 years
of age who are interested in the purposes of
Family Synergy, and respectfully tolerant of
those whose lifestyles are different from
their own. Singles and members of families
of all kinds ave welcome. "

For movre information, contact Dale Lee
or Sue Fisher, 1256 Stradella Road, Los
Angeles, CA 90024 or call them in the evening
at (213) 472-9208. Be sure to register as
early as possible for the Palm Springs
conference as they only have space for 220
peaple.

We plan to report on the conference in
the August or September issue of BEYOND
MONOGAMY . However, keep in mind that reading
about such an experience can’t compare to
being theve!

Letting Go

On June &, 1978, Bill Conklin, Jean
Eckman, Mary Ann Tavery, Genie Whitaker and I
gathered at Mary Ann and Bill’s home in North
Denver for what is now an historic occassion:
the ¢#ounding and incorporation of Beyond
Monogamy. Inc., & name first suggested by
Bill. Bill, Genie and I agreed to be on the
Boavrd of Directors with Jean and Mary Ann

serving #s unnefficial advisors. T agreed to
be Executive Director (an unpaid position),

and it BET T UNYETStond thatmost ot the

responsibility for the day—to-day management
of the organization would be mine

For @ while I maintained almost total
control over the policies: finances and
activities 6# BMI, with the other four
providing moral (or should I say immoral)
support. Genie and I, in particualr, felt
that if we turned BMI over to the membership.
it might take a direction we could not
support (e. g. A swingers’ club or a pick-up
club). Hore Tecently. this has become less
of @ concern. An overwhelming majority of
the present BMIX members support our
philosophy and objectives. Moreover. some
have made significant contributions to the
organizetion on their own. For example, in
December 1979, several members wanted to
begin holding monthly open discussion forums
8t their homes. Their idea was that I would
not be in charge of the forums and BMI would
charge no admission for them. I reluctantly
agreed, although I feared losing central to
this group of “upstarts.” The forums have
been very successful, and, in the process, I
have learned something about defusing
responsibility. More recently. Bill, Genie
and I appointed & policy committee to chart
the overall direction for the organization
After two meetings. it has become obvious
that these people have many useful ideas
regarding the future of BMI. I feel that my
initial rvole as “benevelent dictator” was
important in getting the organization off the
ground. However. I now feel it is time to
begin "letting go."

For now, I want to maintain control over
the newsletter, educational activities, and
accounting and finances. Others can take
responsibility for planning and running
social activities and forums in both Denver
and Boulder. I would also like to delegate
responsibility for typing up the monthly
activity schedule. I have always been lousy
2t deligating work, so here’s my chance to
learn how!

The policy committee will appoint three
members to a Denver social committee and
three to @ Boulder social committee. I¢ you
are interested in working on one of the
social committees or tuyping the monthly
schedule, please call me 2t 399-3326

Remember that with alternative
lifestyles and personal growth, the only
constant is change. Stay tuned for morve

changes to come! ?‘ﬂm//{ %//:4/
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Intimate Network Interview, continued

independent of the network. If you add the

interfamily relationships, the network would
get more interesting yet.
Cyndy: For example, my two sons have

friendships with Emma’s two daughters.

Emma: And my daughters love Steve’s dog.
Cyndy: And my dog has a relationship with
anyone who walks in the door!

Allen: And my gerbil has a relationship with

Steve’s dog. I think Steve’s dog wants to
eat my gerbil.

Chris: Then they haven’t indicated any
interest in getting married?

Allan: No. it’s a gastrointestinal
relationship! ([General uproarl

Chris: Come on, let’s get back to reality.

sounds like there

Among you eight people, it
3 to get together;

was no conscious decision
it just loosely evolved.
Allen: That’s right

Chris: Any how did your life evolve to where
you started relating to so many people?
Allen: Claudette and I have had an open
relationship for about twenty years.

Chris: Good lord! CEveryone laughs]l That’s
got to be some kind of record. How did you
pull it off twenty years ago? :
Allen: We were in isolated rural
communities, and our open relationship was
imperfect at first. We started out by
swinging, sporadically and frankly without
success for maybe fifteen years. Through
that time we both gained lovers, and some of
those are still with us

Chris: Claudette. during those early years,
did you ever have relationships where the men
Yyou were seeing didn’‘’t want anyone else to
know about it?

Claudette: I’ve had several of that type
yes. Most of them were married men. and some

didn’t even want Allen to know about the
relationship
Chris: Did you abide by their wish?

Clavdette: No.

Allen: These were mostly business associates
of mine. I love them all dearly. But. to
this day, I‘ve never told any of them that I
know about them and Claudette
Claudette: They’re the ones that got 1lied
Allen: But, that doesn’t keep us from loving
them.
Claudette:

It goes back to the old attitude
that it‘s not all right to sleep with
somebody else’s wife. It was a guilt thing.
Chris: So you Just put wup with the
dishonesty. ATe you still in any
relationships like that?

Claudette: No, now things are much more
open. I won‘t have a relationship on any

other level any more

Chris: How did you make that decision?
Clavdette: I Just got tired aof _the
deception. There was one month where I was

supposed to see two of my "secret” lovers

They were both so afraid of Allen finding out
about our meeting, that I ended up not seeing
either of them. I decided not to put up with
"secret" relationships after that

Allen: It wasn’t until two years ago, when
we became acquainted with BMI, that we

started systematically finding more open
relationships

Chris: Well, Allen, Judging by that chart
I1’d say you‘re pretty active... hmmm. one,
two, three. four lovers. What changes took
place in you personally to make all that
possible?

Allen: It was difficult at first, because

Claudette and I found that we had a lot of
dependencies as a married couple. We ‘ve had
to work on our energies between us in order
for wus to find out about ourselves as
individvals and not just as a couple._ We
both now feel more independent; we organize
our own time

Chris: How do you manage  your time
especially with four lovers?

Allen: Well. ..

Emma: He doesn‘t have any spare time for
himsel#f! &

Chris: Is that true?

Allen: No, I have enough spare time. and I’'m
very Jealously guarding that. I find that
being over 40 now. and secure in my job, and
having a four—day work week with my evenings
free, that 1 have a lot of time. I keep a
very close calendar -- and so does Claudette
-= and we try to coordinate our schedules so
that we leave enough time for ourselves and
for ourselves as @ couple while taking
maximum advantage of the time available for
other people.

Chris: Linda, you’re one of the women who’s
involved with Allen. Is time a problem for
you?

Linda: Yes. 1 always complain about it!
Though I shouldn‘t speak for the others, I

understand that all the women in Allen‘s life
have the same complaint; we would like more
of his time! I’m seeing three people: and
I‘m having a time management problem: because

I werk five days a week and overtime on
Saturday mornings. They expect me at work at
6:00 AM on Saturdays, which also really cuts

into my socializing time on Friday nights!

Others: Uuugghh!

Linda: Really, you can’t do anything the
night before you get up at that horrendous
hour!

Chris: But apparently you think it’s worth

having all your relationships, time problems

and all. What are some of the neat things
that come out of having multiple
relationships?

Linda: Throughout my adult life, I’ve had
more than one relationship going on at a
time. And recently, .the people I’ve been

involved with have been really supportive

Chris: Do you share time with more than one
person at a time?
Linda: Allen and Claudette and Steve and I

have shared time together, yes

Chris: Is that part of what makes you
people a network; that beyond the
sexual relationships
important friendships?
Linda: Yeah, we all like each other. We ‘re
all pretty neat people! CEveryone laughsl 1
would feel free to call anyone in the network
at any time, and they’ve called me for things
too.

eight
individual
there are also a lot of

(To be continued next month)
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en R-J.aunnsln 8 _Workshop. Suuruy. Apr!.l 25, 9:30 AM=-5:30 PM, 658 Steels 3t. Tuition: 316, BMI
Jm—r.. -r—'JE!—E‘E_s. rs__g. og’l.uak lunch. Pacilitators: Genie Whitaker & Will Mahoney; 2all 'ﬁ% to w
Cognp_xg with Jealousy in Intimate R.éaﬂ.mum.gu. Sunday, April 26, T: 00-10 00 PM, Boulder y Irse
C. m 26, corner o. Toadway Sam., Tuition: BMI mhorl, 33; others, 38.
en Reiationships Horkshop. Saturday, May 2, 9:30 AK - 5:30 PM, Boulder Community Pree School, auditor-
fun. Tuition: 9706, ZHI rulbor-; #22, others. Fsoilitators: G. Whitaker % 7. Mahoney.
OTHER ACTIVITIES OF INTERBST: =
0ff the Wall th B: Brook returns! KXBEDI, Channel 12 %R now producing the controversial 0ff the W
Interview s H“.Tﬁ- T Bryan Brook (a EMI member). Snb:-u" are listed on tb calendar on the !ron%.
Shows will take place in the KEDI studios in Broomfield, just off the 1dexr ke, 6701 W.
117th Ave., If you want to be in thn nud.l.nct (ttn). please arrive by 7:30 PM, or tune in Channel 12 at

8 PM to see the show. On Priday, will focus on open relationships and featurs
Professor Mary Ann Watson tro- thn uotro s l. Q ege Psychology Dept. and members of BMI. Plan to attend!




BEYOND MONOGAMTY
Classifisd Advertds 17 i

Cute, brainy, female BEYOND MONOGAMY subseriber, 30, seeking primery relationship with siacere EMI-
oriented male in south Florids or metro NYC area. 3Belleve ame, I feel funny advertisingl! Let's start
with letters. Contact--Marion 3ergman, 491 B.4. 42 Ave, #25, Plantstion, PL 33317.

Stable, caring, loving couple, eerly 40°s, grown children, seeking alternstive marriage form with
sgother couple, Seeking committment to shared lives. Sid and Oleire P-lce, 11877 Hemloek St., Palm
Beach Gardens, FL 33210,

Thet’s all the ads for this memth folks, but this is the first memnth we've had & clessified section.

Coptent: In sddition %o sage, you 3ay =

Inonymous 2d® are 0.k, 0F you Ay list your first and/or lass nsme(s). If you are concerned about coB~

£identiality, you Bay plase & coded ed-<we Will forwerd letters to you (see coded ad rate below).

We will curremtly sccept sdvertisements in the following categoriess
Plﬁcﬁlmdl from pecple interested in alternstive ralationships (e-g. open relatiomships, intimate

endehip networks, expanded families, group 2arrisge or similar lifestyles) who wish to meet others.

+ Ads from singles, couples, oF im be 18, Wisemials; or homoseInals ore vVelcome.
Som=profit Oggnnanl—ul from alternsative Tslatiomships organizations publicizing classes, Vorke
sShops, conferences, 3ee members or promoting publications. People wanting to start nev alterns~
tive relsationship discussion gToups, o zations or social clubs iz their city may alsc advertise in
thie seection. Ads £rom peTrsonal gro' mman potential non-profit organizations which ars supportive
of alternative relationships are alse welcome.

e ces and Pro t5-csd® from individuals or bhusinesses offering relationship ecounseling, personal
%E \!oxléplw K2 <

grow 8te. 3 . WEE
S ers'- ads not acespted. We will not sseept ads for imdividuals, organizations or businssses
p%!y Toterested & S¥inging (sexmal mate-cwapping and sex orgies). This is not a moral judgmente-
ve merely want te provide an sltermative to the many swingers' magazines alresdy availsble.
Who nf advertise: We will only sccept ads fros EMI members and 3JEYOND MOEOGAMY subseribders.

8

S (per Lnsertion):

b Personals and Icnogroéu oa%nt%cns-u.oo (up to-40 words) + 3.05/word over 40 words:
Services and Products: 3 up wozrds) + 3.10/word over 40 words.
coded adS==gdl. [] . We will assign & number to your ad and forward meil te you. —People answere— —
ng your ad will sead us 31 plus postage.

Deadline: Your ad must be received by Priday, April 17 iB exder to get into the May issue.

BEYOND MONOGAMT Claseified Ad Form

Please place the following ad under (eheek ome) 8 , Nomoprofit Orgenizations s OF
Services and Products (type or priat mestiy):

Enclosed 1is § for insertions and §

for coding and forwarding (1f applicable).

Neme(s) - Phone #

Address (imeluding 2ZIP code)

I/ve hereby give my/our permission to primt the above ad in BEYOED MONOGAMY. I/we egree not to hold
Beyond M o Ine, 1ble for any actions which ocour as s result of this ad.

Signature(s)
411 ads must be paid for in advance. Mail te 3MI, Box 12514, Demver, CO 80212.




