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BATHURST

Through The Eyes of
Tomorrow!

by Danny Epstein

A4*Through the Eyes of To=-
morrow” is atelevision pro=-
gram geared to the Canadian
teenager. On Sunday, January
8th at 4:30 p.m. it will start
its second season on the
C.B.C. national network.

The television ratings of
last year showed that this low
budget program had approx-
imately 1 million viewers a-
cross Canada. The smallest
percentage of these viewers
live in the Toronto area
where this program originat-
es from. The strange thing
about last year’s viewers
was that, even though it is
geared to the adolescent,
this show’s most avid fans
were women who were 55
years old.

School representatives
from the Toronto area are
used in the planning and pre-
sentation of this program. I
am privileged to represent
our scheol as a council mem-
ber on the show. It is our job
to think of things which not
only interest ourseives but
which will interest as many
teenagers as possible for this
program is televised “‘cledr

. across Canada’ and insome

areas of the USA, T am
therefore open to any sug-
gestions you have for this
show (i.e. people you wantto
see on the show or a group
which you think is different
or exceptionally good), for it
is my responsibility to air
all suggestions, whether they
are mine or yours, at our
monthly meetings. If you
think that this show is good

Anyone for Tea?
(Dance That Is)

by Andy Sos

At 3:30 in the afternoon
of Wednesday, October 26th
““It”” was supposed to ‘‘hap-
pen” in our school cafeteria.
Whatever “‘happened” cer-
tainly wasn’t ‘‘It”’. The oc-
casion was the Commercial
Club’s Tea Dance for the
United Appeal and the result
as far as I could tell was a
little short of an esthetic
success. Not that it was the
fault of the organizers be-
cause the dance seemed to
be well planned with ample
publicity, but the turnout was
pretty poor. Thank goodness
for the spirit of the Commer-
cial and Technical students at
this school because if it
weren’t for them no one would
have showed up. But back to
the actual event, the danc-
ing, what little there was,
was to the beat provided by
Gord, Steve, Jim, Dave and
Doug - The Ascots. They
provided pleasant, danceable
music which was good in that
it was not too loud. I think the
major fault besides the turn-
out was best summed up by
Mr. Coffeng who, after stay=-
ing a little while, said, ““Why
pay to get into a dance if
you’re not going to dance?’
Hear that y’all?

or if you want to criticize
it please feel free to come
up to me and tell me.

Since this show is for you
and it is up to me and other
council members from other
schools to make sure that
this show televises things
that interest you I am there-
fore appealing to you, the
student body, to give me your
ideas and criticism.
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It’s Time to Fight

by Mel Borins

A few years ago in an el-
ection campaign speech one
candidate promised that if
he was elected he would get
a crosswalk put in at Sher=-
mount Ave. and Lawrence
Ave. This of course was
just one of the many ridi-
culous promises which poli-
ticians give to attract the
ignorant votes. He was never

he stirred up
the

elected but
much reaction among
students.

Now two years later we
still have no crosswalk and
no indication that we will
ever get one. Recently I talk-
ed with Paul Godfrey the
alderman of Ward 4 and he
indicated he is solidly be-
hind the idea. He wrote a
letter to the Metro Traffic

Photo by B, Cole

Blood Donor Clinic Succeeds

On Wednesday, December
7, 1966 our school under=-
took the important task of
giving the “‘gift of life’’ to
those who needed it. We are
proud to announce that 247
pints of blood were donated
by staff and students. Outof
the 267 volunteers only 20
were refused for medical
reasons.

On behalf of those who
were in charge I would like
to thank all those who provid=-
ed the entertainment and
those who assisted the Red
Cross Nurses. Mostimport-
ant of all however, I would
like to thank those who donat-
ed their blood so that some
needy person may have a

chance to live.

I would also like to en=
courage those who are able
to give blood but are a little
on the timid side. There is no
pain and no terrible after-
effects, so the next time the
blood bank moves into Bath-
urst please stand in ‘‘the
line of life”’.
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Board requesting that a
crosswalk be installed. His
request was refused. I have
just recently sentthe follow-
ing letter to the Metropoli-
tan Transportation Commis=
sion,
December 9, 1966

Dear Sir:

On behalf of the students of
Bathurst Heights Secondary
School, I am requesting an
appointment to appear before
the Metropolitan Toronto
Transportation Commission
with a delegation from our
school to discuss the con-
struction of a crosswalk at
the intersection of Lawrence
Avenue West and Shermount
Avenue.

For a number of years we

have beenunsuccessful inour

HAPPY NEW YEAR

DECEMBER 1966

CROSS WALK REJECTED

attempts to have this danger-
ous situation rectified. Mr.
Paul Godfrey, Alderman for
Ward 4 in the Township of
North York, has also made
overtures to the Metropoli-
tan Toronto Transportation
Commission on our behalf,
but to no avail.

We,
urst Heights Secondary
School, feel this situation is
serious enough to merit your
prompt reconsideration be-
fore one of our schoolmates
is seriously injured.

Trusting to hear from you
in the near future.

Yours truly,

Mel Borins,

Mayor of the Student
Council,

Bathurst meets

U.A.

by Cathi Mandell

seproxiizately ope waek,
this—year, was spent on schoo
and class projects with the
objective of collecting as
much money for the United
Appeal Fund as possible -
Futile? - partly Fun? - of
course.

There were twenty-two
class projects in all. 2S9M
had billiard games; 2S10N
had a candy sale; 5A10G
sold balloons; 5A11E lolli-
pops. Popcorn was sold by
5A11G, 5B10B and 13F. Af-

ter school 4S12B offered
coffee to the night-school
students -~ for a price na=-

turally, A number of classes
made their donations by try-
ing to clean up the city -
5A10F washed windows,
4B10A washed cars, 4B10B
a stable? and 5B11A shined
shoes. There were contests
and raffles; 5A12C and their
marble guess, 5A12J who
carefully prepared lovely
costumes for a few lucky
teachers, 13E’s date wih

Miss Theohar and 5S12A
prized baby-picture of Mrs.
Elliott. 5A10H entertained us
all during lunch hours by
playing records, 5S10A show-
ed the movie ‘“The Silencers”’
and 5A12H who ended the
week on an unusual note had
the usual yearly Hootenany.
Other classes were 5A10D,

Goal

S5A11D, 5A11H
otal of S845.,40)

and SAILI2F.

lecied lrom taese class pro-
jects.

The grads-club had a
name-the-bear contest after
which it (the bear not the
grads) was promptly kidnap-
ped and returned (in return
for a small fee). Prefects
sold chocolate bars and other
projects were Bingo, “Cat
Ballou” and the school tal-
ent show:

(Since the talent is an an-
nual highlight of not only the
United Appeal campaign but
the school year, I shall dis-
cuss it in length).

Danny Epstein and Howard
Seiden emceed the show with
a little of their own humour
(Oh Boy!). The captain of the
football team, Joel Kligman,
sang and played guitar al-
though it was quite hard to
hear him (not that anyone
bothered to try). Nexta num-
ber of light-footed dancers
trooped out on the stage.
The New Canadian Roquet-
tes? -~ no, just our Bathurst
Bears announcing their raf-
fle. Representatives of the
G.A.A.? - perhaps. Four girls
did their interpretive dance
to ““I’M IN WITH THE INN
CROWD”. Dena Bain and
Carolyn Fogle sang beautif-
ully. Our mayor Mel - sang
- loudly.

Continued on Page 2

All Rallied to the Pep Rally

by Barbara Mlotek

1 was walking down the hall,
towards the rotunda when I
started to hear music. It
didn’t take long for me to
realize that half of the in-
struments that were playing
was the student body.

The feet were stamping,
hands clapping until they
were a fire red and voices
were as loud as any voices
could be. This is spirit.

In the boys gum the whole
school was gathered. This is
one time in the year that you
see everyone at once.

The school was introduced
to the coaches of the team
and the captains. After brief
speeches the audience met
the team. A thunder of ap-
plause was heard after each
boy came running out.

Miss Theohar introduced
the cheerleaders. The cheer-

leaders attempted in teach-
ing the school some cheers.
At first it was a timid bunch
but it didn’t take long before
the gymn roof was off its
rafters.

The student body stood up
and sang the school song with
all the spirit and patriotism
they have in them. This was
the end of the spirit rally.
But it didn’t end the spirit
for our school.

the students of Bath-
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Students Council News -

by Mel Borins

Some tremendously excit-
ing news for everyone is that
this year’s school prom will
be held at the Royal York
Hotel on January 19th.

The new intra-school
Bathurst Heights College
Bowl looks like it will be a
great success. I hope this
original idea will be carried
on in future years at Bath-
urst,

The dance with the Big
Town Boys was a success in
more ways than one. Along
with the 600 people who show-
ed up, the dance made aprof-
it of over $150,

The sweatshirts sold this
year through the help of Ernie
Singer made a profit of $16.
We would like to thank every-
one who bought these sweat-
shirts and supported the
school.

A committee will be setup
to work on Centennial Pro-
jects for the upcoming year.
Everyone who is interested
will please contact Mel Bor-
ins as soon as possible,

We have a new kind of
school ring which resembles
the rings worn by high school
students in the U,S, They will
be presented in the upcoming
weeks.

Prefects
Hayride

by Bruce 1, Cole

On Saturday, November 5
the prefects went on a hay-
ride for the evening and then
over to my house to warmup
for a while. The weather was
a bit nippy but it went off on
schedule. We met at the doors
to Bathurst Heights with five
cars. Somehow through the
six miue drive we [ost one!
Unfortunately Mike Eisen,
Ruth Weinstock and Elaine
Zuker didn’t know how to get
there alone.

The wagon we were onleft
a little to be desired. It was
just a flatone with 155 horses
(horsepower that is) to pull
us. Everyone got thrown off
at least once. Many, espec-
jally Susan Eisenberg and
Peter George got a handful
or two of hay down their
backs. Jane Stanbury and
Rosemary Caranci got mis-
placed so often onthe ground
that they spent half their
time trailing behind the
wagon. Eva Goldman lost
one of her gloves on the tor-
turous  journey. Karen
Freedman stepped into one
too many mud puddles and
almost lost her shoe!

After coming back to the
barn we decided to build a
big, big fire to roast marsh-
mallows and hot-dogs on.
John Biro displayed his fire
starting techniques he learn-
ed inthe ““Rangers’’. Actually
all we had to heat our food

by was a pile of burning hay. ;

The snack was accompanied
by pre-recorded music. The
treat of the evening was
slightly burned pop-corn with
marshmellow melted in it.
All in all we had a tremen=-
dous time. And remember,

“practice Makes Prefect”’

I hope to set up a committee
to look into the reviewing
and rewriting of ous present
constitution.  Anyone who
would like to help should
place their name and form
in the suggestion box or
speak to me personally.

A committee has been set
up to look into the purchasing
of school blazers which would
be bought by the school, and
worn by all students who rep-
resent our school in all out-
of-school activities. These
specifically will be of great
use to all music students.
Nearly all the other schools
have these blazers and it is
about time that our school
had them also.

It’s about time thatevery-
one stopped complaining
about the cafeteria food and
started doing something about
it, If you dislike the food you
are being served then instead
of drowning in your tears,
take it up and complain to
the catering staff. Do not let
them serve you stale or cold
food. If you are paying for it
then you as a customer de-
serve what you pay for. Don’t
let them push you around.
It’s about time everyone
stood up for their rights and
maybe then and only thenthe
standard of our cafeteria
food will improve.

Telephone

Mel Borins

During my campaignl sug-
gested that another telephone
be installed in the rotunda.

We informed Bell Telephone
of our need and received the
following reply:

Further to your recentre=-
quest for additional coin tele-
phone service for your school
please be advised that we
have reviewed the present
location and are unable to
recommend a second coin
telephone. Our basic reas-
oning is the student body is
using the coin telephone at
an average of 26 times per
day and we do not normally
consider additional service
until a demand potential up~
wards of 45 or 50 calls per
day exists.

We wish to take this op-
portunity to thank you for
taking an interest in the
telephone service of your
school.

Yours truly,
R.G. Kennedy
Sales Representative.

SCHOOL
ADOPT’'S
CHILD

Last year our school un=
dertook ‘‘parenthood’’ of a
ten year old Greek boy. In
October we received the fol-
lowing letter from our adop=
ted child, Emmanuel Poly-
menakos.

Piraeus, 5th Oct, 1966
From: GM.583, Polymenakos
Emmanuel

Respected Protector,

Goodday to you!

I hope my letter will find
you healthy and happy, many
thanks for your kind help, it
is a great relief to our poor
many membered family con-
sisting of five persons, un-
fortunately father is ill,

with this money I could
buy the books I needed for the
school, I go to the 3rd Class
of the Elementary School and
am a good pupil, I every day
pray to God to keep you well,
repaying your generous ges-
ture.

Finishing my letter I
transmit my family’s best
wishes and thanks and wait
for a letter and a photo,
please.

Respect and love,
Your protege,
Emmanuel Polymenakos

U.A. Big Success

Continved from page one

4512B SELLING COFFEE AT NIGHT SCHOOL

Continued from Page 1

What would the school tal-
ent show be without some
good classical music - prob-
ably a lot better off buta few
of our Grade 10 students tried
it anyway. Rick Jacobs, Lind-
say Horenblas, Barbi Reis-
man told of their secretam-
bitions insinging ‘‘IF I WERE
NOT A STUDENT?”.

Dave Kreaden also offered
us a little (very little) cul-
ture presenting his new bal-
let ¢‘Last Love onthe Volga”’
with Vic Helfin, Sam Freed-

man and some wild maniac
running around without his
shirt on.

Joe Glass, John Stocker
and Sol Silverberg sang
“Long River”. Bill Tred-
gold, who placed third, play-
ed a medley of songs on the
piano. Jay Myers, who placed
second, played ‘‘Tijuana
Taxi’’. Chuck Anders for-
tunately the only one-man
band in the show played
‘“‘Want You’’.

The Nova Sounds, first
place winners, consisting of

Trouble - For - Lunch

Andy Sos, mild-mannered
reporter for the famous jour-
nal that he had justputdown,
leaned back in his desk and
analyzed the facts of the
crime: The Heinz truck was
parked outside the cafetoria
door when it was attackedby
the arch-criminals armed
with math sets, who drove off
the driver at compass point.
From then on it was easy
work for them to abscond
with the 15 cases of relish
each containing 500 contain-
ers worth 2¢ a piece. The
evil-doers then left without
atrace. No-one could katchup
to them.

After looking at all the
facts and considering all the
possibilities, Andy Sos slow=
ly rose, walked out of his
home room and down the hall
to his stately locker in the
New Wing. Following a mere
three tries he suceeded in
opening the locker. He then
stepped in and disappeared
from sight. Inside the secret
compartment behind the
locker he donned his emerald
green Bathurst Heights
sweatshirt, dark blue gym
shorts, white sweat socks and
running shoes; and the spec-
ially adapted football helmet
with the antennae for com=-
municating, a mouthguard
with built-in breath freshen-
er and chin-strap which
doubles for a mean whip.

For unannounced to the
world, Andy Sos was really

Security is...

by Mary=-Ann

Security is Junior High
School . . .

Security is watching your
boy friend trying to dance
with a girl who car’t . . .

Security is reading adiary
full of mistakes you made in
the past and writing one full
of mistakes you won’t make
in the future . . . .

Security is knowing you can
play baseball better thanany
boy on the block . . .

Security is knowing you’ve
got all your homework done

(or a note explaining why you
don’t,)

Security is knowing your
oral speech is so bad that
you don’t have a chance of
being asked to do it in the
Public Speaking Contest.
Panic is when you find out
you do.

Security is walking into the
health office knowing you’re
really sick. ..

Security is being asked to
write a make-up test after
the class has taken up the
answers . . .

THE GREEN AND WHITE
HORNET.
“Calling GREEN - AND

WHITE HORNET, Champion
of the underdog, Defender of

/the innocent, ef cetera!l We

need your help!””

It was the voice of the
Commissioner of Prefects
and snapping his side-kick,
Koddy, out of his daily fifth
period nap, GREEN AND
WHITE HORNET raced to the
Prefect headquarters, being
careful not to go the wrong
way in the halls.

The way to the Prefectof-
fice went through the
cafeteria and it was there
that the GREEN AND WHITE
HORNET noticed that too
many students had smug
looks on their faces. His
brilliant deductive mind also
noticed that all these stu-
dents were eating the de-
licious cafeteria hamburg-
ers and hot dogs without
relish!

‘“Well GREEN AND WHITE
HORNET, 1 guess you heard
about the robbery but what
you don’t know is that the
money is going to come out
of the Student’s Council
Funds unless you find the
culprits.

The GREEN AND WHITE
HORNET crossed his eyes,
dilated his nostrils, sat in
the lotus position of Yoga
and rocked back and forth.
Trust-worthy Koddy knew
that this meant he had a
lead on the case and that
excitement and danger were
coming up.

As the Champion of the
Underdog, Defender of the
innocent and so on, was walk-
ing down the hall with his
side-kick (a distinctive way
of walking) he smelled dan-
ger. Suddenly he heard a
creepy creaking and three
of the hall direction signs
toppled from the ceiling. One
stuck into the ground in front
of him another landed behind
him but the third flashed by
his face and cut the mouth
freshener off his helmet.
0OOOQOH! That made him
mad!!

He picked up one of the
signs and saw that the edges
were filed to razor-sharp-
ness. This could only be the
work of the infamous
F.R.E.D. (Ferocious, Rotten,
Evil, Deadly) Gang who must
have somehow escaped from
behind the iron bars of the
Detention Room.

Knowing that time was run-
ning short, the GREEN AND
WHITE HORNET motioned
to Koddy to follow him and
ran down the hall (the wrong
way). As they came into the
rotunda he saw them intheir
purple, yellow and brown
jackets. (Cyechch!).

“Look Out!” their leader
said, ““It’s the GREEN AND
WHITE HORNET, the Cham=-
pion of the underdog, Defend-
er of the innocent, Worker
of Miracles, Nemesis of evil,
Idol of millions and Beloved
of Girls! Kill him!!!

“Yes, ’tis I, GREEN AND
WHITE HORNET, Champion
of the underdog, Defender
of Nemesis and whatever!
You have not a chance! Sur-
render, vile fiends, for I have
you surrounded!’”’ the Great
One said.

Jay Krieger, Jay Myers, A-
lan Shiner and Howie Silver-
man executed quite profes-
sionally that very popular
Tijuana Brass Sound.

Edie sang ‘‘Exodus’ and
Bill Martin and Marty Ros-
enthal did ‘‘Summertime”’
and ‘“¥erry Cross the Mer-
cy”.

Our Tymes (an animal
band) brought a close to the
show. ““And this is the way
the show ended not with a
whimper but a bang.”

b) Andy Sos.
® 6 o o

But they didn’t listen ..
POW! SMASH! KERPLOP!

GREEN AND WHITE HOR=-
NET and Koddy were backin

the Commissioner of Pre-

fects’ Office. The Prinecipal
was also there to thank them
for their magnificient job in
annihilating the F.R.E.D.
Gang and recovering the
stolen loot. He said. ‘‘Hot
dog, G & W.H. we sure relish
you recovering this mer-
chandise and we would like to
reward you. What do you
want?

The GREEN AND WHITE
HORNET said in his mag-
nificient voice,”” Principal,
sir, I do not wish anything
for myself because to see the
best interest of the student
body being served is reward
enough for I. But I would re-
quest of the administration
of this noble institution that
the relish presented in our
magnificent cafeteria should
be done so graciously.

Once again the GREEN
AND WHITE HORNET has
struck a blow for the benefit
of beautiful Bathurst Heights
built by the bountiful banks
of North York!

ADDY
781-6146

3443

ORONTO'S IN-PLACE
FOR THE BEST
HAMBURGERS

BATHURST STREET

Corner Bathurst and Deloraine Streets
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One Math Morning

by Ruth Weinstock

My hand trembles when I
touch the tip of my pen to the
bit of yellow kleenexin front
of me. The ink spreads out
ina spidery web and merges
into one blue blob.

When 1 walked to school
this morning there was a
tree. 1 took off my glove
and put my hand on the cold,
rough bark and looked high
up through the lacy twigs to
the sky. There is something
sacred about a tree.

...Ridiculous. Me ina math
class. Why must I be con~
stantly reminded that 1 am
stupid? The theorms flow all
around me and push again
me, but they never seep in.

This morning the wind was
light and sweet and warm and
the water tinkled down from
the dirty, melting snow into
the red brick and down the
sewer. Patches of soft brown
showed between the gray
lumps of snow on the lawns.

A book slid off my pile and
slapped against the floor.
Bending down to get it, I
felt sick and gray as the sky
and all the morning aches
flooded in.

The room is sterile and
pale green like dispenser
soap. All I ever do is day=
dream but itis hard to ignore
the hard seat around me and
the cold. The windis sweep=-
ing through the windowpane
and circling me in an ugly
draft. And the people. Shift-
ing, scratching, sighing. I
delve into their thoughts and
watch their eyes and their
hands. They stare into the
air or into notebooks covered
with hieroglyphics.

How can anyone keep his
mind in order, following

ber to number and miracu-
lously pick the right answer
out of the meaningless con-
fusion of white chalk?

1 can’t stand this math
class! It makes me so mad.
There, I’ve said it. I’m so
bored. How can I explainit?
I don’t think you can really
ever write something so that
people will understand it. No
one can ever feel the same
as you do about anything.
But when you do your best
to understand another per-
son’s point of view, try to

Notes and Quotes

1. Mr. Mulligan: Mathe=
matics is a low form of
cunning.

2. Blaise Pascal: The
heart has its reason which
reason itself knows not of.

3. Mr. Gillanders: Scien-
tists don’t say anything, and
when they do, they make
fools out of themselves. They
just describe what’s in front
of them.

4, Don Zaldin: We don’t
really know how to add.

5. Mr. Weisz: We damn
well do know how to add.

6. S. Ezer: Toronto is a
city in which I would not
want to grow old, for it
offers so much to the young
that it is difficult to escape
envying them.

7. Mel Borins: The trouble
is that nobody gives a damn.

8. John Ruskin: When we
build, let us think we build
forever.

9. Howard Szafer: What
does the face mean anyway?
It’s what’s behind it that
counts,

10, Harvey Paternak:
Every time a class tries
to get some spirit, some
teacher always comes around
and knock them down.

Joseph Ezer.

think of what has brought
him to say this thing, at this
time, and really listen to
him, not just hear the words
because you have ears on
your head, then....

But I am only daydreaming
because there is awar, there
is Napalm and there is Viet
Nam. Why?

Somebody died just now.
People die but you cannever
stop their ideas. It’s like
the idea that thought--not
people--is the real word,
the eternal world. If people
could just understand each
other. If they could all have
one mind, so that their in-
dividual impressions and
feelings wouldn’t have to be
explained: they would just
know and understand imme-
diately.

That’s what a friend is.
Someone who knows. Then
I have one real friend. But
it is a beginning and there
will be no end.

The sound of the bell cir-
cles the room and we follow
it out the door.

A HUTTERITE COMMUNITY

BY Paul Bain.

At the turn of the century
a devout Hungarian Hutterite
immigrant decided that God
had created man to love his
brother., The best way that
the Brotherhood of man could
be perpetrated, he reasoned
was if men lived under the
same roof and there by began
to understand each other bet-
ter. Gathering his followers,
this man with a dream led
his compatriots to B.C,
where a communal Farm was
established. In later years
this settlement was trans-
ferred to the present loca-

tion in the vicinity of
Kitchener.
There the one-hundred

members of the kibbutz live
in total immersion of their
beliefs. As in many com-
munal communities there is
no individual possessions or
wealth., Eachpersonis given
a small allowance for cloth-
ing and personal necessities.
The amount received by the
individual is dependent upon
the extent of his needs not
position. Each person has

PSSC Course Educational

by Joseph Ezer.

The Physical Science Stu-
dy Committee course is the
grade thirteen  physics
course which is being widely
taught in Ontario for the
second year.

Th PSSC course is there-
sult of the efforts of several
hundred  people, mainly
American university pro-
fessors and high school tea-
chers, over a period of four
years. The project started

the National Science Foun-
dation, The Ford Founda-
tion, and the Alfred P, Sloan
Foundation. During the sum=-
mer of 1957, about sixty
physicists, teachers, appa-
ratus designers, artists,
writers, and other specia=
lists got together and the
result was the model of the
PSSC course. To be sure
the new approach was right,
the course was first taught
experimentally. The com-
ments and suggestions of
university professors, tea-
chers, and high school stu-
dents have helped to revise
the course.

The PSSC textbook is not
a body of facts, but it is a
process of understanding the
physical world. There are
no bold prints in the next
which attempt to define the
various phenomena in nature.
The concepts of time, space,
matter, and energy are not
degraded to mere defini-
tions, but by the end of the
course the student gets a
clear idea of what each is.

Although the textbook is
the heart of the PSSC course,
it is not the whole course.
A lab guide and a set of
inexpensive apparatus play
an important role in the
course. Aside fromenabling
the student to describe
thoroughly a certain motion
from a piece of dotted tape,
the triumph of the lab part
of the course lies in the fact
that the student is able to
measure, with simple equip-
ment, the size of a molecule,
the wave length of light, and
the mass of an electron.

Where certaindemonstra-
tions cannot be conducted in
the classroom, PSSC films
have brought such demon-
strations to the student.
There are a total of about
fifty-two films which have
what Mr. Weisz called a
‘“fantastically high quality.”’

high quality.’”” The personin
each of the films is the
actual person who did the
research work in that par-
ticular field.

In addition, there is a
series of paperback books
related to this course which
are specifically designed for
reading beyond the textbook.

Thus, the student sees a
concept of physics from se-
veral different angles. He
reads about it in the text-

the teacher; he experiments

on it in class; he sees it
demonstrated in a film; and
he can do further reading
on it, if he wishes. Once he
grasps a concept, it is un-
likely that he will forget it,
as he is not memorizing it.
This is why as the preface
to the textbook says, ‘‘The
course appeals to students
who are inclined towards the
humanities as well as those
who are already interested
in science.”

“Who cares?’ asks Mr.
Weisz, ‘“Who cares about
measuring the size of a
molecule?”’ They could have
just as easily told the student
the size of a molecule ra-
ther than have him measure
it. ““It’s a matter of
attitude,”’ said Mr. Weisz,
“They hope that rather than
fill a mind with facts, they’re
going to develop an interest
and curiosity. It’s latent
in many people, and it needs
stimulation. There are very
few courses that stimulate
the interest. Most courses
kill the interest.
doesn’t. It never tells--it
asks.”

One thing that the PSSC
can’t do is pack in and send
a teacher who has the same
philosophy as the PSSC. It
is essential that the teacher
of the course be that. As
for Mr. Weisz, he says that
he never tells his students

This one

assigned duties on the farm
to earn his keep, The main
productive pastimes on the
farm are the raising of va-
rious cash crops, and the
production of pure egg nood-
les. A large amount of the
operating profit is reinvest-
ed into the farm.

Perhaps the most astound-
ing aspect of life on the
Brethern farm is the
absolute isolation from the
realities of the outside
world. There is no televi-
sion, no radio and only one
weekly newspaper (they need
something to wrap their fish
in). No part is taken by
the Brethren in the civic life
of Canada. (I can’t really
blame them for ignoring
Parliamentary Issues as
they don’t revel in scan-
dalmongering as we do and
that is all this Parliament
has produced.)

There is no high school and
the public school is imper-
viated by religious beliefs
and principles yet through.
A total disregard for modern
fashion is expressed by the
Women’s ankle-length dres=-
ses and the attire of the men.
(If a member of the Brethren
attended BHSS he’d have to
attend classes in the attend-
ance office corridor.)

For one to leave the com~
plexities of modern urban
society and enter this world
of crystal-clear simplicity
is a striking experience. The
aspirations for wealth,
success, for satisfying rela-
tions with the opposite sex
are all abandoned as one
enters an atmosphere of
amiability, where time is not
a precious commodity of
which there is always a
shortage.

memories embedded in my
mind of this visit I can’t
help but to wonder who I
pity, Myself, or my gracious
hosts at the Brethren Com-
munal Farm.

anything, even about their
class behaviour, but rather
he asks them. He gets a
““lot of enjoyment’’ out of
teaching this course because
it doesn’t tell ¢ ‘half-truths”’
like the old course did. In
accordance with his philo-
sophy of teaching this
course, Mr. Weisz thinks
that ‘“the politicians have
proven their incapacity to
govern the world and the li-
terary culture consists of
followers and commentary,
and I believe that the future
belongs to the scientist. I
think God is a scientist.”

It is unfortunate that more
time is not afforded to the
PSSC course, If more time
was afforded to it, the whole
course could have been co-
vered as a continuous whole,
as it was intended.

As for other science cour=-
ses, Mr. Weisz said, ‘‘They
are rapidly following in the
PSSC pattern. The grade
eleven physics course is
based on the PSSC course.
It’s going to mean a big im-
provement when all the
science courses are design-
ed to emulate the PSSC

485-6333
OPEN: 9:30-6:00 P.M.
,Thursday & Friday 8 P.M.

WE HAVE ALL FACILITIES FOR YOU...
SKIN ANALYSIS

PERSONALIZED FACIALS
¢ BLEMISHES ¢ DRY AND OILY SKIN

Wess »#ranta

COSMETICIAN

EXPERT MAKE-UP
ADVICE

96 HADDINGTON AVE.
(corner Avenue Rd.)
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| Mr. Know-All Advises

by Joseph Ezer
Dear Mr. Know-All:
I’m giving a party on Saturday night andI have'a shortage
of boys. What shall I do?

Suzie Simcoe.
Dear Miss Simcoe;
Call Manpower.
--Know-All
Dear Mr. Know-All:

According to the latest rule in school, (the latest as
of the time I’m writing this letter), you have to smoke at
least one block away from school. I live less than a block
away from school. Can I smoke at home?

Peter Jackson.
Dear Mr. Jackson:

You’re in a bad spot. This ruleis designed to protect the
good reputation of the school, namely, that they don’t want
all the wicked people smoking near the school to be identi-
fied with it. It will be alright for you to smoke at home
only if you close your windows, close your blinds, and draw
your curtains. Otherwise, you’ll be damned and will burn
in the fires of hell forever.

-=Know=-All
Dear Mr. Know-All:

I’'m a nice Jewish boy and I plan to marry a nice Jewish
girl after I get my university degree in East Mongalian stu-
dies. What do you think of my future?

Abe Mazeltov
Dear Mr. Mazeltov:

I see a flaw in your plans. You can’t marry a nice Jewish
girl if you’ll be taking East Mongolian studies. The only
time you can have nice Jewish girls looking at you as a
potential husband is when you declare thatyou’ll be studying
to become a doctor, lawyer, or accountant.

--Know=-All

Dear Mr. Know=-All:

Let me describe my Physical Miseducation program for
you. Every physical miseducation period I arrive late at
the dressing room, because my previous class is in room
1984, which is very close to the gym, which means I have
to go all the way around to get to the gym. I often manage
to change into my gym uniform on time, but sometimes I
don’t and get myself a detention. For about twenty minutes
I do things that I don’t necessarily like. Most of the time
we don’t play games, and when we do, 1 spend half the time
waiting for my turn because there are too many of us. Then
I’m sent to the shower chamber to take a hurried shower,
after which, feeling sticky behind my clothes, I hurry to
my next class. As the exams near, I have my physical
misfitness test. Without any previous preparation for it
during the physical miseducation periods, I'm supposed to
display maximum skill at that moment. The whole operation
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factory. So much for my physical miseducation. As for my
mental miseducation, I have a one-period a week unhealthy
lecture, in which Pm told to be a good boy, a good son, a
good husband, a good father, and a good grandfather. Most
of what I’m told is an opinion, but I have to accept it any-
way. The unhealthy exam consists of two parts, multiple
choice and essay. Every trick in the English language is
used to have me make the wrong choice in the multiple
choice, not mentioning the fact that about one-fourth of the
terms tested in this part of the exam I nor my friends have
heard about. In the essay part, I merely regurgitate
what they want to see on my paper, even though I might
disagree with it.
Johann Werther.

Dear Mr. Werther:

May I remind you that you go to school to do what you’re
told, say what you don’t believe, be what you are not, and
make enough marks to leave.

--Know=-All

STUDENTS WELCOMED

220 BLOOR ST. W

THE

INN-OVATION

TORONTO'S
LARGEST DISCOTHEQUE




I |

PO ——

v

ot e ipeas

!
s
!
§

B

Page 4

the banner

A school newspaper, partially sponsored by the student
body of BATHURST HEIGHTS SECONDARY SCHOOL, 640
Lawrence Avenue West, Toronto 19, Ontario.

HOWARD SEIDEN, Editor-in-chief
MR, MARTYN, Staff Advisor
JOE EZER, Assistant Editor

PETER KELLNER, Assistant Editor
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Freedom of The Press

Is it true that one in three
teachers are not qualified to
teach? Is it true that in the
province of Ontario where
there aresome 550 secondary
schools there are only 380
qualified practising guidance
teachers? Is is true that
examinations are geared so
that at least 80% of the stu-
dents must pass? Is it true
exams are no longer and
never were a competent
method of showing a student’s
progress to his parents?Is
school merely a factory
where machines are produc-
ed? In this issue of the Ban-
ner we will try to answer
some of these questions and
many more.

I realize right now that no
matter what evidence, facts
or statistics we may present
in the following editorials
there will be some people
who will refuse to believe
and will advocate the ter-
mination of the Banner on
the pretense that we are
meddling in taboo territory.
We do however live in a

“democratic society and as

it is our right to express our
opinions it is their right to
oppose them. Itis my opinion
that anyone who would like to
see the Banner banned be-

cause of what we print is
highly small minded or that
these persons must realize
that the following editorials
deal with them and therefore
they cannot take the critism.
May I refer these peopletoa
book by a strong advocate of
freedom John Stuart Mill
entitled “‘On Liberty’.

In his book Mr. Mill states:
““If any opinion is compelled
to silence, that opinion may,
for aught we can certainly
know, be true. To deny this
is to assume our own in-
fallibility.”” He goes on to
say that even if an opinion
contains an error or is an
error it also may contain a
portion of the truth; and since
few opinions contain 1007
truth it is by the “‘collision
of adverse opinions that the
remainder of the truth has
any chance of being sup-
plied.” Thirdly unless an
opinion is vigorously and
earnestly contested itwill be
held in the manner of a pre-
judice, by most of those who
receive it and what better
place for an opinion to be
contested than inanewspaper
where letters to the editor
are always accepted and ac-
knowledged. Lastly if opin-
ions were never expressed

Are Exams needed

by J. Ulli Diemer

The Ontario Institute for
Studies in Education will re=
lease a report toward the
end of May which condemns
and suggests alternatives for
our present exams, marking
and grading system in edu-
cation.

This is welcome news, be=-
cause it is high time that our
educational system examined
its traditional policies in
regard to marks and exam=-
inations. Are they neces-
sary? ;

To a large extent, the an-
swer is a resounding NO,
The reasons given for their
use are that they evaluate
a student’s achievement, en-
courage him to study, and
determine whether he will
be promoted. In reality, they
do none of these things.

They do not measure suc-
cess in achieving the most
important aim of education,
that of teaching the studentto
think creatively, to become
interested, and to understand
what is being taught. Instead,
an exam tests a student’s
ability to put down on paper
the mixture of facts and bor=
rowed opinions he has mem=-
orized. In fact, our present
system actually penalizes
anyone who displays origin-
ality or creative thought in
its claim that there is only
one right method, only one
right answer. Our schools
are turning out flabby com=-
puters that operate with their
memory tapes rather than
their intelligence. For ex=-
ample, there are actually
people in high school who do

not know why, when multiply=-
ing by a two-digit number,
one starts the second row of
figures one space to the left.
Yet this process is taught in
grade two. Mathematics is by
no means alone in this fault.
Teachers in other subjects
grade essays on the basis of
one fact - one mark. Others
advocate the use of subjects
such as Latin as adiscipline
for the mind, as if the brain
were some kind of amuscle,
to be strengthened by any
kind of exercise.

The resultof the mark sys-
tem is the system of putting
people into grades. This
means that a student who is
brilliant in some subjects
and deficient in others may
be failed so that he must take
all his subjects again, his
strong ones as well as his
weak ones. He must repeat
even the part of his bad sub=
ject that he does know. Far
from encouraging thinking,
report cards encourage the
routine memorization of
facts that pass exams. This
has to be the result ofa sys=
tem that concentrates on
marks instead of individual
human problems.

Because the system is
geared to the average stu-
dent, the 207% that are above
average are bored and frus-
trated, and the 25% that are
below average are condemn=
ed to failure. This is not the
purpose of education.

The Ontario Institute for
Studies in Education’s re=-
port should be a welcome
step on the route to change.

then their doctrine would be
in danger of being lost and I
feel all progress would stop.

In editing this page I have
tried to cut out as many per-
sonal opinions as possible
and print only facts. We are
not discussing any particular
school but education in gen-
eral. Whenwe speak of teach=
ers we do not necessarily
refer to those of this school
but rather to teachers ingen-
eral. I sincerely hope we of-
fended nobody but rather help
some people to realize there
is a problem in our educa-
tional system and that some-
thing must be done about it.

We are running a news=
paper and ‘“The time, itis to
be hoped, is gone by, when
any defence would be neces-
sary of the ‘liberty of the
press’? With this in mind
read on.

Pep Rally

by Kathie Jackson

The apathy shown by the
students of Bathurst Heights
towards their school is adis=
grace, Although willing to
come to school each day, do
their work, and perhaps join
a club, they show little school
spirit. The best illustration
of this fact is the recent pep
rally, held to raise support
for the following football
game. Everyone had been told
to dress inthe school colors,
but few people wearing green
and white were seen in the
halls. Those donning their
Bathurst sweatshirts did so
just for the satisfaction of
wearing this type shirt to
school. Many considered the
pep rally only as a good
means of having shortened
periods all day. It was they
who tried to skip after the
ninth period, generally with-
out success.

The actual rally itself was
a farce. Few paid attention
to the introduction of the foot-
ball team and cheerleaders.
The attempt to get the crowd
to cheer failed. When they
were supposed to call out
“Bathurst’’, many people
yelled out ‘“‘Losers’’, thus
reflecting their attitude to-
wards their school. In many
cases, teachers looked more
enthusiastic than their stu-
dents. Mr. McDevitt and Mr.
Hawkins were cheering,
while all around them, people
watched or talked amongst
themselves. Before the con-
clusion of the singing of the
school song, several people
had already gone home.

The voices which should
have filled the gym with the
familiar tune were for the
most part silent. How many
of the students of the school
even know the words to the
song? I’d be afraid to take a
survey. One phrase every=-
one should learn, and think
about, is ‘“In defeat or vic-
tory sweet, it’s Bathurst
Heights.” Maybe then, we
would have a better school.

Letters to the

Dear Editor:

As an interested parent, I
am concerned and alarmed at
the results of the first term
exams now being released.
Surely, such ahighincidence
of low marks clearly indi-
cates that something is wrong
somewhere. In many cases,
of course, itis simply lack of
preparation on the partof the
student; but there are also
many cases where students
are working diligently but
need a little bit of extrahelp
or a few words of explanation
on certain subjects. Too often
this is not forthcoming from
the teachers in question.

We all know, of course, how
busy teachers are and we
know some who give of their
time generously when ap-
proached, but we would ask
the others - who sometimes
put students off with a ‘““too
busy”’ reply - to give alittle
consideration when ap-
proached in this manner.

Remember there are a
great many students who are

not of the scholarship win-
ning calibre but who are
nevertheless working very
hard towards that Honor
Graduation Diploma.
A Concerned Parent
e £ * B
Dear Concerned Parent:

We are very glad to see
that some parents are read-
ing and taking an interest in
our paper and would like to
thank you for your letter.

As students we are also
concerned about our first
term results and we agree
that there is definitely some=-
thing rotten in Bathurst. Itis
supposed that the first term
exams are set much harder
than those of the second and
third term so as to shock the
student into working harder
during the rest of the year
rather than degenerating.
This may be a good philo-
sophy for some but certain-
ly not for the majority. Many
a tear have been shed in our
hallowed halls over a failing
English, chemistry or math

Editor

mark. It is certainthat these
are wasted tears and only
cause aggravation to the stu-
dent. ‘

It should be noted however
that rumors that parents hear
from their childrenare often
exaggerated and I am sure
that far less people actually
failed than what you were
told. This is not to say we
disagree with your letter
because although many peo-
ple passed many did so by
the skin of their teeth or by
dropping 10% to 15% from
their last year’s marks.

We also agree that many
teachers give a negative
reply when approached for
extra help. We have found
far too many teachers just
don’t care. They figure that
they are overworked and
leave school precisely at
3:20. We must also remem-
ber that there are many good
teachers in our schools too,
and to them we give our
apologies for printing this
page.

MISEDUCATION

OPIATE AND POISON

by Joseph Ezer

Education is defined as
““the process of training and
developing the knowledge,
skill, mind, character, etc.”
To what extent does our edu-
cational system fulfill this

the great British education-
alist, said, ‘“The healthy hu-
man being wants to know what
the world is like and what he
should be anddo init. To help
him in answering these ques=-
tions is the one and only
purpose of education. But that
is not the prime aim of the
ordinary pupils whois work-
ing for a certificate, schol-
arship or degree.””

Richard J. Needham, The
Globe and Mail columnist,
has visited a dozen or so
Ontario high schools. This
is what he found: ‘“They’re
ghastly places, a cross be-
tween a factory and a jail,
bearing little relationship
that I can see to real learn-
ing . . . There’s no sense
of leisure or of liberty; it’s
rush, rush, rush; do this, do
that, do the other thing. And
especially pass the examina-
tion, pass the examination,
pass the examination. What’s
that got to do with educa-
tion?*?

Mr. Needham noted that
the students are not treated
as ‘‘individual people - each
with a heart and soul and
personality of his or her own
- but as things tobe regulat-
ed and controlled.”
An English and history teach-
er at a Toronto high school
seems to be in agreement
with him. She feels that she
has *been defeated by the
regimentation imposed on
her and on the students.
‘“What I am doing has got
nothing much to do with edu-
cation.”

A Toronto high school stu-
dent remarked that, ‘“The
Ontario school system is
geared toward producing
mindless obedience ina regi-
ment of non-thinkers, non-
doers who are resigned to a
life of dependency and whose
collective goal is to coast
to a soft, non-competitive
job (e.g., hair-growth ob-
server in a high school).”

John Rich, a university of
Toronto psychiatrist, said,
“My own view is that we
must take into account what
constitutes ‘success’ for the
individual. The bright child
who has been brought up ina
democratic household meas-
ures success by his own

lems and create new con-
cepts for himself, All too of=-
ten this is punished in the
Ontario school system where
‘success’ is measured by the
ability to regurgitate facts,
or even (and I have con-
siderable evidence for this
statement) complete mis-
information. The dull child,
especially one who has been
brought up to do as heis told
and not argue does in fact
‘succeed’ in this system. In
other words a great many of
the students who drop out do
so, not because they cannot
stand the competition, but
because they are notallowed
to compete in the only way
that makes sense to them,
competing with their own
standards.”

In the Ontario school sys-
tem there is a ‘‘standard
success?’ - the examination.
Success on an examinationis
equated with getting an edu-
cation. And success on an
examination involves the
memorization of facts the
week of two before the exams
- facts that the student will
forget within a week after the
exams have been written.

For this, Rabbi W, Gunther
Plaut of Holy Blossom Tem-
ple complained that grades,
tests, and examinations as
measuring devices ‘‘are not
only false and misleading in
themselves, but that they en=
courage students to mem-
orize facts and get good
marks rather than learn to
think and get, or startto get,
and education.’” And Sir Rich-
ard Livingstone has called
the examination system an
opiate because it makes peo-

ple seem educated when they
really aren’t. He also called a
poison because it paralyzes
the natural functions of a

healthy mind. He added,

¢“Examinations turn educa-
tion into a savage compe-
titive system. It ceases tobe
education and becomes a road
to a career. Shakespeare is
read not because he is
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