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. I shouid like to expand one of the points in my report on
Japan that deals with Zenshin's attitude toward the vanguard party, The
context ln which I wlsa tc discuss this polnt 1s the original, wilqueis
and, at the same time, profoundly Marxlst nature--that 1s to say, thé'
type of Marxism that has never lef go of the hlstoric continulty with
the worke of Marx himself--of our theoretical contiibutlons over the
past 25 yeara, (It ls exactly a quarter of a cemntury since I completed
the first study of the Flve Year Plans and the nature not only of the
Russlan economy but the new stage of #Mw world economic development,)
B The latest pamphlet that Zenshin has now translated of
our works 1s & combinatlon of the Afro-isian Revolutions pamphlet a
the .verlous easays on the Humanlsm of Marxism--Marx's Humanism in
" 'mggiqa and:African Soclalism; The Theory of ‘Allenation: Marx'e Debt
. -.toxHegel; and-Marx's Humanlsm Today, When you relate this to the firk
¥ - pamphlet /they- were.impelled to translate on The Law of Velue and.the
bhe Russian:Economy and you realize that the latter wgre fii
he"1940's. and that, above all, not;only have-tlsse:stud!
itime, ' problems- the Japant

but édbedause; as a.world:probiem, state caplt
smmininds of: men- &8 a perious theoretlical

oufgan-gee that no political tendency anyw - gan. [pare w
joretloal development -~and none will-advanoe much without collabo;'
ith us, standing on our shoulders} ‘

And yet, and yet
They have the organlization, We do not,

Nor can this be blamed on the "objJective" situationglo %
doubt no other tendemoy lives in the most affluent and militaristio =y
j0oclety, and none had to confront so retrogressionist a phenomenon as -

~"MoCarthyism as late as the 1950's when even in a totalitarian land like.
E'_q'.g,t--&ermany workers rose apontaneously to put an end to the myth of

‘8talin's invineibllity.And many, many more instances could be cited that:

3re.more favorable to theory than to organizationel growth, But that
would be searching for excuses and, though good ones, they amownt to
1ittle more than rationalizations for fallures to grow.&. '

- ' i 8o I repeat, they have the organization; we do not, And
this is the reason, in fact, that I frankly gave them when I sald that -
my insistence that the 1903 Leninist concept of the party ls dead bud
mumburied only becsunse the Stalinists and Trotskylsts, for different
reasons but with the same resulits, want to paint their elitist, ruling
clase concept of “party to lead™ with Leninist colors, embroidered with 4
revolutionary phraseology. Which does not mean that elther the Afrlcan’
Revolutions which based themselves on esome vanguardist concept of party {-
even while engaged in spontaneous revoli, or the revolutlonary anti. I
Stalinist movement that 1s not seeking for power but for new roundationa";
for human relations, have no valid causes for thelr inslstence on T
the quintessentlal need for "bullding the revolutionary Party,"

In a word, I wish to dlacuss the question, without
elther fetlshisms fox or totally against,"the Party," Bullding the
Marxist Party without' theory will get them nowhere,it 1s true, and
nune proved that more conclusively thafl Trotsky who had spent FiEs
the 13 years between his expulslon by Stalln till hig death to bulld
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Lhe vanguard party" only to have i% end up the stillbirth 1t was at ﬁhe i
wend of W§ II --and, since hils death, has become but the leftwing white-
waeh of Compunism, Russlan and cplnese.

On the other hand, none know better than ourselves that theory d -
cannot be separated from practice by some unbridgeabls gulf, 8o let us
put our ooncept of the unlty of theory and prectlice to work in the .con-
sideration of whet Zenshin has achleved by ¢lingling to one or another
form of vanguardlem,

o ‘The most impressive fact, to me, was the serlousness with
vl:p;oh, both in theory and practice, they llve by the concept of *:
'brofessional revolutionary", that 1s to say, the indispensabllity.of Q&
BB pg9pl‘e ‘whoy t1lterally, have uo other problem taking up thelr:
he ding:it,;They no doubt have more than i
.morkers:for the movement. Don'tiitell

rgap;z,q.t_ionf,anﬂf_qu‘i‘aﬁ‘or& 4ty ®

1 (=] ° ‘:" :

sooms that it is possitle’to:att
ude o 8, not’ just &4 years, S0 =s«each on
not .to. graduate when the 4 years -gohooling is up;: bub o
£9o' the i mgximum, ;where ‘elther:a acholarship ;oz:’E-aApaz, 1t
3 oring"(any time:some ocomes aloqsf,.bu\t._;n
in-a.word more or less limitéd o .

‘create for 'the student the time -90ﬁt1img}
An and out of school, R §

5 gnd’ when - they-£inally do graduste, -1t 1s not thé ‘academic .

. dareer they fearch for, but-how to become an organizer for the Marxist ©

" movement DY either directly glving 1t full tige, or working within
... trade union, or organizaing on a slde. T4 is nothing at &ll to plek -

|

A 'e"v‘egx" ‘thing one does. For example, take a class ln Marxismg Whether
that

yourself up and go anywhere. at any time the organizatlon asks because’
it is the other locallty that 1s of importance to the class struggle -

or' the anti-war movement or internmational relatlons,

: :’I'he-other_ is the organizational sense that permeates.

= held for workers or students, these who attend lmow that 1ts
18 not lmowledge per se , mnot even when 1t 1s the history of the
working class movement or of Marxism that one does not get in school
and gets only from such coupses, Rather, 1t becomes the means —-not
just g method of analysis/Gther events, but the method of "solving
a conorete problem%. Or, to put it alfferentiy, every student knows
thet at the end of the class he will know something the avergge worker %

. does not know and he can therefore help the wther worker 1o organize

bls shop, or direct a strike, or participeste in & demonstration 1n a [
way that would rebound to this enti-Stelinist movement ~-end not to

that, Sc that organizationsl consclousness goes with a pride in '
organization that is not easlly persuaded that"marching under a differ- §
ent flag" in the sage demonstratlon 1s one and the game tHing, K

ﬁ 74 arter for our discusslons, and I don't
mean walting for conv jon discusslons, but eech local discussing
this problem now, the points of fuil-time workers for the movement,

and ways of transmitting organizational consclousness to those outs” 'k

Mn marement . _oVanra  Rava .




